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RULES 

OF    TKE 

A^rERicAX  Society  of  Mechanical  ExriixEERs 

[Adopted  November  oth,  IS84] 


AitT.  1.  The  objects  of  the  Americax  Society  of  Mechaxical 
ExGixEERS  are  to  promote  the  Arts  and  Sciences  connected  with 
Engineering  and  Mechanical  Construction,  by  means  of  meetings 
for  social  intercourse  and  the  reading  and  discussion  of  profes- 
sional papers,  and  to  circulate,  by  means  of  publication  among  its 
members,  the  information  thus  obtained. 

ilEilBEKSHIP. 

Aet.  2.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  Members,  Honorary  Mem- 
bers, Associates  and  Juniors. 

Abt.  3.  Mechanical,  Civil,  Military,  Mining,  Metallurgical  and 
Xaval  Engineers  and  Arcliitects  may  be  candidates  for  member- 
ship in  this  Society. 

Art.  i.  To  be  eligible  as  a  Member,  the  candidate  must  have  been 
so  connected  with  some  of  the  above-specified  professions  as  to  be 
I onsidered,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  competent  to  take  charge 
of  work  in  his  department,  either  as  a  designer  or  constructor,  or 
lUe  he  must  have  been  connected  with  the  same  as  a  teacher. 

Art.  5.  Honorary  Members,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  in  num- 
ber, may  be  elected.  They  must  be  persons  of  acknowledged  pro- 
fessional eminence  who  have  virtually  retired  from  practice. 

Art.  6.  To  be  eligible  as  an  xissociate,  the  candidate  must  have 
such  a  knowledge  of  or  connection  with  applied  science  as  quali- 
fies him,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  to  co-operate  with  engineers 
in  the  advancement  of  professional  knowledge. 
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Art.  T.  To  be  eligible  as  a  Junior,  the  candidate  must  have 
been  in  the  practice  of  engineering  for  at  least  two  years,  or  he 
must  be  a  graduate  of  an  engineering  school. 

The  term  "  Junior "  applies  to  the  professional  experience,  and 
not  to  the  age  of  the  candidate.  Juniors  may  become  eligible  to 
membership. 

Art.  8.  All  Members  and  Associates  shall  be  equallj-  entitled  to 
the  privileges  of  membership.  Honorary  members  and  Juniors 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  nor  to  be  members  of  the  Council. 

ELECTION    OF    llEilBERS. 

Art.  9.  Every  candidate  for  admission  to  the  Society,  excepting 
candidates  for  honorary  membership,  must  be  proposed  by  at  least 
three  members,  or  members  and  associates,  to  whom  he  must  be 
personally  knowTi,  and  he  must  be  seconded  by  two  others.  The 
proposal  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  in  writing  by  the 
candidate  of  the  grounds  of  his  application  for  election,  including 
an  account  of  his  professional  experience,  and  an  agreement  that 
he  will  conform  to  the  requirements  of  membership  if  elected. 

Art.  10.  All  such  applications  and  proposals  must  be  received 
and  acted  upon  by  the  Council  at  least  thirty  days  before  a  regu- 
lar meeting,  when  the  Secretary  shall  at  once  mail  to  each  mem- 
ber and  associate,  in  the  fonn  of  a  letter  ballot,  the  names  of  can- 
didates recommended  by  the  Council  for  election. 

Art.  11.  Any  member  or  associate  entitled  to  vote  may  erase 
the  name  of  any  candidate,  and  may,  at  his  option,  return  to  the 
Secretary  such  ballot  enclosed  in  two  envelopes,  the  inner  one  to 
be  blank  and  the  outer  one  endorsed  by  the  voter. 

Art.  13.  The  rejection  of  any  candidate  for  admission  as  mem- 
ber, associate,  or  junior,  by  seven  voters,  shall  defeat  the  elec- 
tion of  said  candidate.  The  rejection  of  any  candidate  for  admis- 
sion as  honorary  member  by  three  voters  shall  defeat  the  election 
of  said  candidate. 

Art.  13.  The  said  blank  envelopes  shall  be  opened  by  the 
Council  at  any  meeting  thereof,  and  the  names  of  the  candidates 
elected  shall  be  announced  in  the  first  ensuing  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  also  in  the  first  ensuing  list  of  members.  The  names 
of  candidates  not  elected  shall  neither  be  announced  nor  recorded 
in  the  proceedings. 

Art.   14.     Candidates  for  admission   as  honorary  members   shall 
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not  lie  iv(|uirf(l  to  present  tlieir  chiinis:  tliose  making  tlie  nomi- 
nations shall  state  the  gvonnd?;  thcrelor.  and  shall  certify  that  the 
nominee  will  accept  if  elected.  'I'lie  im-thod  of  election  in  other 
respects  shall  be  the  same  as  in  cn^;e  of  other  candidates. 

Art.  15.  All  persons  elected  to  the  Society,  excepting  honorary 
members,  must  subscribe  to  the  rules  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer 
the  initiation  fee  before  they  can  receive  certificates  of  member- 
ship. If  this  is  not  done  within  six  months  of  notitication  of  elec- 
tion, the  election  shall  be  void. 

Art.  16.  The  proposers  of  any  rejected  candidate  may,  within 
three  months  after  such  rejection,  lay  before  the  Council  written 
evidence  that  an  error  was  then  made,  and  if  a  reconsideration  is 
granted,  another  ballot  shall  be  ordered,  at  which  thirteen  nega- 
tive votes  shall  be  required  to  defeat  the  candidate. 

Art.  17.  Persons  desiring  to  change  the  class  of  their  member- 
ship shall   be   proposed   in  the  same  form   as  described  for   a  new 

FEES    AXD    DUES. 

Art.  18.  The  initiation  fees  of  members  and  associates  shall  be 
•~si.5,  and  their  annual  dues  shall  be  $10,  payable  in  advance.  The 
initiation  fee  of  juniors  shall  be  $10,  and  their  annual  dues  $5, 
payable  in  advance.  A  junior,  being  promoted  to  full  membership, 
shall  pay  an  additional  initiation  fee  of  $3.  Any  member  or  as- 
sociate may  become,  by  the  payment  of  $1.50  at  any  one  time,  a 
life  member  or  associate,  and  shall  not  be  liable  thereafter  to 
annual  dues. 

Art.  19.  Any  member,  associate  or  junior,  in  arrears  may,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Council,  be  deprived  of  the  receipt  of  publi- 
cations, or  stricken  from  the  list  of  members,  when  in  arrears  for 
one  year.  Such  person  may  be  restored  to  membership  by  the 
Council  on  payment  of  all  arrears,  or  by  re-election  after  an  inter- 
val of  three  years. 


Art.  211.  The  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  managed  by  a  Coun- 
cil, consisting  of  a  President,  six  Vice-Presidents,  nine  Managers, 
and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  from  among  the  members 
and  associates  of  the  Society  at  the  annual  meetings,  to  hold  office 
as  follows: 

AiiT.    21.     The    President   and    the    Treasurer   for   one   vear :   and 


no  person  shall  be  eligil)le  for  immediate  re-election  as  President 
who  shall  have  held  that  office  for  two  consecutive  years;  the 
Vice-Presidents  for  two  j-ears,  and  the  Managers  for  three  years; 
and  no  Vice-President  or  Manager  shall  be  eligible  for  immediate 
re-election  to  the  same  office  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected. 

Art.  82.  A  Secretary,  who  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society, 
shall  be  appointed  for  one  year  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  at  its  first  meeting  after  the  annual  election;  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
can  be  secured  for  a  candidate.  The  Secretary  may  be  removed 
by  a  vote  of  twelve  members  of  the  Council,  at  any  time  after  one 
month's  notice  has  been  given  him  by  a  majority  of  its  members 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  removed,  and  he  has  been 
heard  to  that  effect.  The  Secretary  may  take  part  in  any  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  Council,  but  shall  not  have  a  vote  therein. 
His  salary  shall  be  fixed  for  the  time  he  is  appointed  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  Council. 

Akt.  23.  At  each  annual  meeting,  a  President,  three  Vice-Presi- 
dents, three  Managers  and  a  Treasurer  shall  be  elected,  and  the 
term  of  office  of  each  shall  continue  until  the  end  of  the  meeting 
at  which  their  successors  are  elected. 

Akt.  24.  The  duties  of  all  officers  shall  be  such  as  usually  per- 
tain to  their  offices  or  may  be  delegated  to  them  by  the  Council 
or  by  the  Society.  The  Council  may,  in  its  discretion,  require 
bonds  to  he  given  by  the  Treasurer. 

Akt.  25.  The  Council  may,  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  its 
members,  declare  the  place  of  any  officer  vacant,  on  his  failure  for 
one  year,  from  inability  or  otherwise,  to  attend  the  Council  meet- 
ings, or  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  All  siuOi  vacancies 
and  those  occurring  by  death  or  resignation  shall  he  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  the  Council,  and  any  person  so  appointed  shall 
hold  iilllcc  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  his  predecessor 
was  clccli'd  or  appointed;  provided  that  the  said  ai)i)ointmcnt 
shall  not  render  him  ineligible  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Art.  26.  Five  members  of  the  Council  shall  constitute  a  (|uorum ; 
but  the  Council  may  appoint  an  Executive  Committee,  or  business 
may  be  transacted  at  a  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Council,  at 
which  less  than  a  quorum  is  present,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
a  majority  of  the  Council,  subsequently  given  in  writing  to  the 
Secretary  and    recorded    by   him   with   the  minutes.     Absent   mem- 


bcrs  of  the  Council  may  vote  bv  ])roxy  upon  sul)jt'cts  stated  in  tlie 
call   for  a   meeting,  said  proxy  to  be  deposited  with  the  Secretary. 

Akt.  27.  Tlie  President  on  assuming  office  shall  appoint  a 
Finance  Conunittee  and  a  Publication  Committee  and  a  Library 
Committee  of  five  members  each.  The  appointment  of  two  mem- 
bers of  each  Committee  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  each  year.  The 
Secretary  shall,  e.r  officio,  be  a  member  of  all  three  Committees. 

Aet.  28.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  have  power  to  order 
all  ordinary  or  current  expenditures,  and  shall  audit  all  bills  there- 
for. Xo  bill  shall  be  paid  except  upon  their  audit.  Wlien  spe- 
cial appropriations  are  ordered  by  the  Societj',  they  shall  not  take 
effect  until  they  have  been  referred  to  the  Council  and  Finance 
Committee  in  conference. 

Akt.  29.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  Publication  Committee  to 
receive  all  papers  contributed,  to  decide  which  shall  be  published 
in  the  Transactions,  and  which  shall  be  read  in  full  at  the  meetings. 

Art.  30.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Library  Committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  collection  of  all  material  for  the  Library  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  to  supervise  all  regulations  for  its  use. 

ELECTIOX    OF    OFFICEES. 

Aht.  :5].  At  the  regular  meeting  preceding  the  annual  meeting 
a  nominating  committee  of  five  members,  not  officers  of  the  Soci- 
ety, shall  be  appointed,  and  tliis  committee  shall,  at  least  thirty 
days  before  the  annual  meeting,  send  to  the  Secretary  the  names 
of  nominees  for  the  offices  falling  vacant  under  the  rules.  In  ad- 
dition to  such  regularly  appointed  committee,  any  other  five  mem- 
bers or  associates,  not  in  arrears,  may  constitute  an  independent 
nominating  committee,  and  may  present  to  the  Secretary,  at  least 
thirty  days  before  the  annual  meeting,  all  the  names  of  such  can- 
didates as  they  may  select.  All  the  names  of  such  independent 
noiniiiees  shall  be  placed  upon  the  ballot  list  with  nothing  to  dis- 
tintiuish  them  from  the  nominees  of  the  regular  conunittee,  and 
the  Secretary  shall  at  once  mail  the  said  list  of  names  to  each 
member  and  associate  in  the  form  of  a  letter  ballot,  it  being  un- 
derstood that  the  assent  of  the  nominees  shall  have  been  secured 
in  all  cases. 

Art.  32.  In  the  election  of  Vice-Presidents,  each  member  and 
associate  may  cast  as  many  votes  as  there  are  Vice-Presidents  to 
be  elected.     He  may  give  all  these  votes  to  one  candidate,  or  dis- 
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tribute  them  among  more,  as  he  c-hooses.  Managers  shall  be 
voted  for  in  the  same  way. 

Art.  33.  Any  member  or  associate  entitled  to  vote  may  \ote  by 
retaining  or  changing  the  names  on  said  list,  leaving  names  not 
exceeding  in  number  the  officers  to  be  elected,  and  returning  the 
list  to  the  Secretary — such  ballot  inclosed  in  two  envelopes,  the 
inner  one  to  be  blank  and  the  outer  one  to  be  indorsed  by  the 
voter.  Xo  member  or  associate  in  arrears  since  the  last  annual 
meeting  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  until  said  arrears  shall  have  been 
paid. 

Art.  o4.  The  said  blank  envelopes  shall  be  opened  i>y  tellers 
at  the  annual  meeting,  and  the  person  who  shall  have  received  the 
greatest  number  of  \otes  for  the  several  offices  shall  be  declared 
elected. 


Art.  35.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  November  of  each  year,  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  at  which  a  report  of  proceedings 
and  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Council. 
The  Council  may  change  the  place  of  the  annual  meeting,  and 
sliall,  in  that  case,  give  timely  notice  to  members  and  associates. 

Art.  36.  Other  regular  meetings  of  the  Society  sliall  be  held  in 
each  j'ear  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Council. may  appoint.  At 
least  thirty  days'  notice  of  all  meetings  shall  be  mailed  by  the 
Secretary  to  members,  honorary  members,  associates  and  juniors. 

Art.  3?.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  whenever  the  Council 
may  see  fit;  and  the  Secretary  shall  call  a  special  meeting  at  the 
written  request  of  twenty  or  more  members.  The  notices  for 
special  meetings  shall  state  the  business  to  be  transacted,  and  no 
other  shall  be  entertained. 

Art.  38.  Any  member,  honorary  member  or  associate  nuiy 
introduce  a  .stranger  to  any  meeting;  but  the  latter  shall  not  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  without  the  consent  of  the  meeting. 

Art.  39.  Every  question  which  shall  come  before  the  Society 
shall  be  decided,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  these  rules,  by  the 
votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  and  associates  present,  pro- 
vided there  is  a  quorum. 

Art.  40.  At  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  fhii-teen  or  more 
members  and  associates  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Art.  41.     Unless  otherwise  ordered,  papers  shall   be  read  in  the 


ordor  in  whii-li  their  text  is  i-i'ceivud  l)y  the  Secretary.  lieforo 
iiiiv  paper  appears  in  tiie  2'miisactwiis  of  the  Society  a  copy  of 
the  paper  shall  be  sent  to  the  author,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  a 
copy  of  the  reported  discussion  shall  be  sent  to  every  member 
who  took  part  in  the  same,  with  requests  that  attention  shall  be 
called  to  any  errors  therein. 

Art.  42.  The  Society  shall  claim  no  exclusive  copyright  in 
papers  read  at  its  meetings,  nor  in  reports  of  discussions,  except 
in  the  matter  of  official  publication  with  the  Society's  imprint,  as 
its  Transactinus.  The  Secretary  shall  have  sole  possession  of 
papers  between  the  time  of  their  acceptance  by  the  Publication 
Committee  and  their  reading,  together  with  the  drawings  illustrat- 
ing tire  same;  and  at  the  time  of  such  reading,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  practicable,  he  shall  cause  to  be  printed,  with  the  authors' 
consent,  copies  of  such  papers,  "  subject  to  revision,"  with  such 
illustrations  as  are  needed  for  the  Transactions,  for  distribution 
to  the  members  and  for  the  use  of  technical  newspapers,  American 
and  foreign,  which  may  desire  to  reprint  them  in  whole  or  in  part. 
The  policy  of  the  Society  in  this  matter  shall  be  to  give  papers 
read  before  it  the  widest  circulation  possible,  with  the  view  of 
making  the  work  of  the  Society  known,  encouraging  mechanical 
progress,  and  extending  the  professional  reputation  of  its  members. 

Akt.  43.  The  author  of  each  paper  read  before  the  Society 
shall  be  entitled  to  twelve  copies,  if  printed,  for  his  owti  use,  and 
all  members  shall  have  the  right  to  order  any  number  of  reprints 
of  papers  at  a  cost  to  cover  paper  and  printing;  provided,  that 
said  copies  are  not  intended  for  sale. 

Akt.  44.  The  Society  is  not,  as  a  body,  responsible  for  the 
statements  of  fact  or  opinion  advanced  in  papers  or  discussions, 
at  its  meetings;  and  it  is  understood  that  papers  and  discussions 
should  not  include  matters  relating  to  politics  or  purely  to  trade. 

AMEXDJIEXTS. 

Art.  4.5.  These  rules  may  be  amended,  at  any  annual  meeting, 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present;  provided,  that  writ- 
ten notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting. 
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Local  Committee  of  Arrangements: — Horace  See,  Chairman;  M.  R. 
MucKLE,  Secretary;  J.  S.  Bancroft,  J.  C.  Brooks,  E.  B.  Coxe,  S.  A.  Hand,  Edward 
Longstreth,  W.  C.  Williamson,  Jas.  Butterworth,  A.  B.  Couch,  H.  C.  Francis, 
Washington  Jones,  H.  G.  Morris,  Walter  Wood. 

The  sessions  of  the  Philadelpliia  (XVItli)  Meeting,  wliich  was 
also  the  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  was  held  in 
Parlor  C  of  the  Continental  Hotel.  The  opening  session  was 
called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  Xovember 
■28th.  The  Secretary's  registers  showed  the  following  members 
in  attendance: 

Albrecht,  Otto Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Aller,  A New  York  City. 

AUison,  Robert Port  Carbon,  Pa. 

Almond,  T.  R Brooklj-n,  X.  Y. 

.\shworth,  Daniel Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Babcoek,  Geo.  H.  (President) New  York  City. 

Bailey,  W.  H New  York  City. 

Baldwin,  S.  W New  York  City. 

BaU,  F.  H Erie,  Pa. 

Bancroft,  J.  S Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Barnard,  Geo.  A Orange,  N.  J. 

Barr,  Wm.  M Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Beach,  Ch.  S Bennington,  Vt. 

Beardsley,  Arthiir Swarthmore,  Pa. 

Betts,  Alfred Wilmington,  Del. 
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Betts,  William Wilmington,  Del. 

Bilgram,  Hugo Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bond,  Geo.  M Hartford,  Conn. 

Boyd,  Jno.  T Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Brooks,  E.  C Cambridge,  Mass. 

Bulkley,  H.  W New  York  City. 

Butterworth,  Jas Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Carpenter,  R.  C Lansing,  Mich. 

Cartwright,  Robert Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Cavanagh,  Joseph Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Christensen,  Aug.  C New  York  City. 

Christie,  James Pencoyd,  Pa. 

Clark,  David Catasauqua,  Pa. 

Coffin,  John Johnstown,  Pa. 

Collins,  C.  C Newark,  N.  J. 

Comly,  Geo.  N Edgemoor,  Del. 

Cooper,  Jno.  H Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Cotter,  John Mt.  Holly,  N.  J. 

Couch,  A.  B Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Crane,  Thos.  S Newark,  N.  J. 

Cremer,  James  M '. Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

CuUingworth,  G.  R New  York  City. 

Dagron,  J.  G Pencoyd,  Pa. 

Davis,  E.  F.  C Pottsville,  Pa. 

Davis,  Isaac  H Dorchester,  Mass. 

Dean,  F.  W Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

De  Ivinder,  J.J Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dent,  E.  L Washington,  D.  C. 

Denton,  James  E Hoboken,  N.J. 

Dingee,  W.  W Racine,  Wis. 

Doane,  W.  H Cincinnati,  O. 

Dodge,  J.  M Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Durfee,  W.  F Birdsboro,  Pa. 

Emery,  A.  H Stamford,  Conn. 

Engel,  L.  G Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Falkenau,  Arthur Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Felton,  E.  C Steelton,  Pa. 

Fladd,  F.  C New  York  City. 

Foster,  C.  H Chicago,  111. 

Francis,  H.  C Philadeliihia,  Pa. 

Francis,  W.  H Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Eraser,  N.  D  Chicago,  111. 

Fritz,  John  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Fuller,  L.  K  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Galloupe,  F.  E Boston,  Mass. 

Giddings,  CM Massillon,  O. 

Gill,  J.  L.,  Jr Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Gould,  W.  V Norwich,  Conn. 

Grant,  Jno.  J Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Grinnell,  F'd'k .      Providence,  R.  I. 

Hague,  Chas;  A New  York  City. 
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Halsey,  F.  A New  York  City. 

Hamilton,  Ale.\.,  Jr Johnstown,  Pa. 

Haslcins,  H.  S Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hawkins,  J.  T Taunton,  Mass. 

Hayward,  H.  S Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Hazard,  V.  G Wilmington,  Del. 

Hewitt,  Wm Trenton,  N.  J. 

Higgins,  M.  P ^\"orcester,  Mass. 

Hillmann,  Gustav City  Island,  X.  Y. 

Hobbs,  A.  C Bridgeport,  Conn. 

HoUoway,  J.  F New  Y'ork  City. 

Hunt,  C.  W New  Y'ork  City. 

Huston,  C.  L Coates\'ille,  Pa. 

Hutton,  F.  R.  (Secretary) New  York  City. 

Hyde,  C.  E Bath,  Mo. 

Jenkins,  John Milton,  Pa. 

Jenkins,  W.  R Bellefonte,  Pa. 

Jones,  H.  C Wilmington,  Del. 

Jones,  Washington Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Kent,  Wra New  York  City. 

Kerr,  W.  C New  York  City. 

Klein,  J.  F Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Ladd,  J.  B Steelton,  Pa. 

La  Forge,  F.  H Waterbury,  Conn. 

Lanza,  Gaetano Boston,  Mass. 

Lea\-itt,  E.  D.,  Jr Boston,  Mass. 

Le  Van,  W.  B PhUadelphia,  Pa. 

Lewis.  WUtred Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Lipe,  C.  E Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Loring,  C.  H '  Boston,  Mass. 

Low,  F.  R Boston,  Mass. 

Lyall,  W.  L New  York  City. 

Lyne,  L.  F Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

McBride,  J Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

MacKinney,  W.  C Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Main,  C.  T Lawrence,  Mass. 

Matlack,  D.  J Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mattes,  Wm.  F Scranton,  Pa. 

May,  De  Courcy Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Meyer,  J.  G.  A New  York  City. 

MUes,  F.  B Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Miller,  Walter Cleveland,  O. 

Mirkil,  T.  H.,  Jr Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Morgan,  C.  H Worcester,  Mass. 

Morgan,  Jos.,  Jr Johnstown,  Pa. 

Morgan,  T.  R.,  Sr Alliance,  O. 

Morris,  H.  G Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Muckld,  M.  R Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Miiller,  M.  A Newark,  N.  J. 

Murphy,  E.J Hartford,  Conn. 

Murray,  S.  W Milton,  Pa. 
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Naylor,  J.  S Philadelphia,  Pa. 

NicoUs,  Wm.  J Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Odell,  W.  H Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Pankhurst,  J.  F Cleveland,  O. 

Parker,  Chas.  D Worcester,  Mass. 

Parks,  E.  H Providence,  R.  I. 

Parsons,  H.  de  B New  York  City. 

Parsons,  Willard  P Hoosiek  Falls,  N.  Y. 

Perkins,  Geo.  H Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Philips,  Ferd Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Phillips,  Franklin Newark,  N.  J. 

Porter,  H.F.J New  York  City. 

Potter,  Chas.,  Jr Plainfield,  N.  J. 

Pusey,  C.  W Wilmington,  Del. 

Randolph,  L.  S Mt.  Savage,  Md. 

Raynal,  A.  H New  York  City. 

Ridgway,  J.  T Trenton,  N.J. 

Roberts,  F.  C Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Robinson,  J.  M New  York  City. 

Rood,  V.  H PhUadelphia,  Pa. 

Sanguinetti,  P.  A Philadeljihia,  Pa. 

Schleicher,  A.  W Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Schuhmann,  Geo Reading,  Pa. 

Schumann,  F Trenton,  N.  J. 

Schutte,  Louis Philadelphia,  Pa. 

See,  Horace Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sellers,  Coleman,  Jr Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sharp,  Joel Salem,  O. 

Sinclair,  Angus Cincinnati,  O. 

Smith,  CD PlantsviUe,  Conn. 

Smith,  Geo.  H Providence,  R.  I. 

Smith,  Oberlin Bridget  on,  N.  J. 

Smith,  Sidney  L Boston,  Mass. 

Snell,  H.  I Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sorzano,  J.  F New  York  City. 

Spies,  Albert New  York  City. 

Sprague,  W.  W Lake,  111. 

Stahl,  A.  W  ^  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Stewart,  W.  <  I  Reading,  Pa. 

Stiles,  N.  C.  Middletown,  Conn. 

Stillman,  F.  H.  New  York  City. 

Stratton,  E.  P New  York  City. 

Strong,  Geo.  S New  York  City. 

Sunstrom,  K.J Worcester,  Mass. 

Sweet,  J.'  E Syracu.se,  N.  Y. 

Tatnall,  Jas.  E Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Taylor,  F.  W Nicetown,  Pa. 

Taylor,  J.  A Wilmington,  Del. 

Thompson,  C.  T Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Thome,  W.  H Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Thurston,  R.  H Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
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'rildon,  J.  A Boston,  Mass. 

Tobey,  G.  A Newark,  N.  J. 

Tompkins,  S Crozet,  W.  Va. 

Towne,  H.  R Stamford,  Conn. 

Townsend,  David  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Trautwein,  A.  P.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Trump.  C.  N Wilmington,  Del. 

Ulmann,  C.J Providence,  R.  I. 

'    Unger,  Jno.  S Steelton,  Pa. 

Ward,  Chas Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Ward,  W.  E Portohester,  N.  Y. 

Warner,  W.  R Cleveland,  O. 

Warren,  B.  H Boston,  Mass. 

^^■atson,  Wm Boston,  Mass. 

Watts,  Geo.  W Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Webb,  J.  B Hoboken,  N.  J. 

Webber,  S Charlestown,  N.  H. 

Webber,  S.  S Reading,  Pa. 

Webber,  W.  O Boston,  Mass. 

Webster,  J.  H Boston,  Mass. 

Weeks,  G.  W Clinton,  Mass. 

Weightman,  W.  H New  York  City. 

Wells,  J.  L New  York  City. 

Wheeler,  F.  M New  York  City. 

Wheelock,  Jerome Worcester,  Mass. 

White,  Joseph  J Philadelphia,  Pa. 

White,  Maunsel Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Whitehead,  Geo.  E Pro\-idence,  R.  I. 

Whiting,  C.  W Pottsville,  Pa. 

Whitney,  B.  D Winchendon,  Mass. 

Whitney,  W.  M Winchendon,  Mass. 

Wilcox,  Jno.  F Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Wilder,  M.  J PhUadelphia,  Pa. 

Wiley,  W.  H New  York  City. 

Williams,  S.  T Tacony,  Pa. 

\\illiamson,  W.  C Philadelphia,  Pa. 

WiUson,  F.  N Princeton,  N.  J. 

Wilson,  J.  E New  York  City. 

Witherow,  J,  P Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Wood,  De  Volson Hoboken,  N.  J. 

Wood,  Walter Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Woodbury,  C.  J.  II Boston,  Mass. 

Woolson,  O.  C Newark,  N.  J. 

Worthington,  C.  C  New  York  City. 

Wright,  J.  Q .  New  York  City. 

Wyman,  H.  W .Worcester,  Mass. 

Yost,  T.  M Middletown,  Pa. 

There  were  also  many  ladies  and  several  guests  in  attendance. 
The  first  business  was  tlie   President's  Annual  Address,  entitled 
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"The  Engineer:  his  Commisison  and  his  Achievements,"  which 
appears  among  the  papers  of  the  meeting.  Following  this  ad- 
dress, the  first  paper  of  the  session  was  read  by  Prof.  Jno.  E. 
Sweet,  entitled  "  A  Xew  Principle  in  Steam  Piston  Packing." 
This  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Strong,  Webb,  Wood,  Ball,  Sin- 
clair, Almond,  Smith,  Parsons,  Woolson,  Ashworth  and  Babcock. 
Tlie  two  Topical  Queries  in  reference  to  driven  wells  were  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Briggs,  Woodbury,  Hutton,  McBride,  Barr, 
Oberlin  Smith  and  Babcock.  The  queries  were :  "  \Ti\nt  is  the 
best  form  of  pump  to  use  with  driven  wells  where  the  lift  is 
ten  to  twenty  feet  and  air  is  likely  to  get  into  the  suction? 
Should  the  pump  be  single  or  duplex  and  with  piston  or  plun- 
ger ? "  and  the  second  was,  "  Have  you  used  driven  wells  success- 
fully; of  what  sizes  or  depths  and  singly  or  in  groups?"  After 
announcements  by  the  Secretary  and  the  Local  Committee,  and 
the  appointment  of  Tellers  to  count  the  ballots  for  oflficers  of  the 
Society,  the  Session  adjourned. 

Second  Day.     November  29th. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock.  Tlie  Eoports 
of  the  business  session  were  presented  as  follows : 

REPORT    OF    THE    COUNCIL. 

The  Council  would  present  its  Annual  Report  under  the  Rules. 
It  has  held  eight  meetings  during  the  year  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  its  action,  besides  the 
usual  routine  labor: 

The  substitution  has  been  effected  of  a  new  and  improved  form 
for  application  for  membership  in  the  Society  under  the  Rules,  by 
which  uniformity  in  statement  of  professional  competence  should 
be  secured,  and  by  which  the  responsibility  of  members  who  act 
as  proposers  of  a  candidate  should  be  made  more  definite.  The 
candidate  applying  (by  Form  D)  mentions  the  names  of  those  who 
can  and  will  propose  him,  and  letters  are  then  solicited  by  the  Sec- 
retary from  such  persons  on  a  special  form  (Form  E),  by  which  the 
proposers  confidentially  may  give  the  Council  the  benefit  of  their 
opinions  as  to  the  eligibility  of  the  candidate  to  the  grade  which  he 
seeks.  The  new  form  also  codifies  somewhat  the  general  state- 
ments of  the  Rules  in  respect  to  the  several  grades  of  members,  for 
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the  guidance  of  such  proposers.  It  was  further  resolved,  that  only 
sucli  persons  as  cordially  indorsed  an  application  for  membership 
should  be  recorded  as  proposers  of  such  candidate. 

The  matter  of  the  uniformity  of  badges  of  membership  in  all 
grades  in  the  Society  has  been  presented  as  unfortunate,  and  has 
been  referred  to  a  special  committee.  Applications  for  exchange 
of  transactions  with  other  societies  and  publications  have  been 
made  and  granted.  The  Council  has  also  accepted  a  most  cordial 
invitation  to  hold  its  spring  meeting  of  1888  in  the  city  of  Xasli- 
ville,  Tenn.,  the  date  to  be  hereafter  agreed  upon. 

The  Council  has  passed  favorably  upon  the  applications  of  105 
candidates  during  the  Society's  year.  The  present  membership 
of  the  Society,  including  those  joining  at  this  meeting  is  813,  dis- 
tributed among  the  grades  as  follows: 

Honorary  Members 15 

Life  Members 7 

Full  Members  713 

.\ssociate  Members  3.5 

Junior  Members.  .  43 

Total.  813 


The  above  list  includes  the  members  whose  dues  to  the  Society 
for  the  preceding  year  were  paid  up  to  January  1,  1887.  At  that 
time,  under  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  (reported  on  page  8, 
Tol.  YIII.),  the  members  in  arrears  for  the  preceding  year  or  more 
were  dropped  to  a  "  Suspended  List,"  and  did  not  appear  in  the 
Roll  in  the  catalogue.  That  list  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
numbered  20.  Six  have  paid  up  arrearages  this  year,  one  has 
resigned,  and  from  the  remainder  no  reply  has  been  received  to 
letters  addressed  to  them,  and  even  their  addresses  are  unknown 
in  some  cases. 

The  losses  by  death  since  the  last  annual  report '  in  Volume 
\'III.,  have  been  as  follows : 

Homer  Hamilton . .  Member 

John  B.  Root " 

Bishop  .\mol(l " 

B.  F.  Emerson Associate. 

Wm.  L.  XicoU Member. 

Jackson  Bailey Associate. 

James  Sheriffs Member. 

The  Council  would  present  the  report  of  its  Tellers,  as  follows : 
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The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  of  the  Council  to 
act  as  tellers  under  Rule  13,  to  count  and  scrutinize  the  ballots 
cast  for  and  against  the  candidates  proposed  for  membership  in 
The  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  seeking  election  before 
the  XVIth  meeting  of  the  Society  in  November,  1887. 

They  would  report  that  they  have  met  upon  the  designated  days 
in  the  ofiBce  of  tlie  Society,  and  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duties. 

They  would  certify,  for  formal  insertion  in  the  records  of  the 
Society,  to  the  election  of  the  appended  named  persons  to  their 
respective  grades  upon  the  lists  No.  1  and  No.  2,  colored  respect- 
ively pink  and  yellow. 

There  were  32G  votes  cast  in  the  ballot  upon  the  pink  list,  of 
which  14  were  thrown  out  because  of  informalities,  and  there  were 
364  votes  cast  using  the  yellow  ballot,  of  which  8  were  thrown  out 
because  of  informalities. 

The  list  is  appended  below. 

Wjr.  Kext, 
Wm.  H.  Wiley, 

as  members. 


Tellers. 


Ames,  Wm.  Lewis Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Atkins,  James Montclair,  N.  J. 

Belcher,  A.  W Rondout,  N.  Y . 

Boyd,  John  T Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Buckingham,  R.  H Chicago,  HI. 

Chamock,  John  M Jamaica  Plains,  M; 

Crowell,  Luther  C ^ New  York  City. 

De  Valin,  Charles  E Washington,  D.  C. 

Fladd,  Frederick  C New  York  City. 

Gage,  Howard Saginaw,  Mich. 

Hildrup,  W.  T Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Jones,  Willis  C Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Jordan,  Samuel  S Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Krause,  Arthur Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Laforge,  Frederick  H Waterbury,  Conn. 

Miles,  Frederick  B Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Muncaster,  Walter  J Cumberland,  Md. 

Naylor,  John  S Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pearson,  Wm.  A Scranton,  Pa. 

Pierce,  Wm.  H .  Aurora,  lU. 

Russel,  Walter  S Detroit,  Mich. 

Sague,  James  E Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Schumann,  F Trenton,  N.J. 

Simonds,  George  F Boston,  Mass. 
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Smith,  A.  P Washington,  D.  C. 

Southworth,  E.  P.  B Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Sprague,  Win.  T Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Swinscoe,  Charles Clinton,  Mass. 

Towle,  Wm.  M Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Whitlock,  Roger  H CoUege  Sta.,  Texas. 

Wilson,  James  E New  York  City. 

Wright,  Alex.  P New  York  City. 

Yost,  Thomas  M MidcUetown,  Pa. 

I'liOMOTED    FEOM    JCXIOR   TO    FULL    MEMBERSHIP. 
Edward  L.  Dent. 
AS    ASSOCIATES. 

Bagg.  S.  F Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Copeland,  E.  T New  York  City. 

Haskins,  Harry  S Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Lemoine,  Louis  R Philadelphia,  Pa. 

AS  JUXIOES. 

Burgess,  Isaac  C Fall  River,  Mass. 

Foran,  George  J Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Huson,  W.  S Taunton,  Mass. 

Merriam,  Henry  P .- New  York  City. 

Rowland,  George New  York  City. 

Sinclair,  George  M . , Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Wilkes,  J.  Frank Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

Bi/  the  Council. 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  the  Council  at  its  tinal 
meeting  was  also  read,  giving  the  summary  of  their  work  during 
the  fiscal  year  just  closed.    This  report  was  as  follow's : 

The  Finance  Committee  would  respectfully  report  to  the  Coun- 
cil, the  following  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Society,  under  their  direction  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
Xovember  1,  1887. 

The  receipts  have  been  as  follows: 

-Initiation  Fees Sl,480  00 

Current  Dues 6,770  2.5 

Past  Dues 350  00 

Advance  Dues 72  0.5 

Paper  Sales 4.56  90 

Binding 358  97 

Library  Permanent  Fund 178  58 

Library  Current  Fund 266  52 
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Brought  Forward $9,933  27 

Badges 396  93 

Engra\'ing 10.5  7.5 

Life  Membership 150  00 

Profit  and  Loss 25 


Total  Receipts $10,586  20 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  November  1,  1886 984  69 


The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows: 

General  Printing  and  Stationery 

Postage 

Library  Permanent  Fund .  . 

Library  Current  Fund 

Expense  and  Rent 

Salaries 

Engra^ong 

Binding 

Meetings 

Office  FLxtures,  etc 


Traveling 

Printing  Transactions  and  Pamjihlets 


S700 

28 

507 

17 

73 

57 

72  00 

951 

00 

2.663 

26 

517 

56 

791 

95 

400 

38 

95 

66 

417 

50 

57 

47 

3.165  23 

Total  Expenditures  for  the  year $10,413  03 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  November  1,  1887 1,157  86 


$11,570  89 

Of  thi.s  balance  $1,112.31  stands  to  tlie  credit  of  the  Society  for 
the  library  in  savings  bank,  and  $45.55  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  as  a  balance  to  carry  forward  to  the  next  fiscal  year. 

There  remains  on  tlie  books  outstanding  $573.69  as  due  to  the 
Society  from  thirty-one  persons  in  the  membership,  all  of  which 
is  probably  collectable,  and  on  the  Suspended  List  brought  over 
from  January  1,  1887,  $420,  coming  from  several  years  back,  prob- 
ably uncollectable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

By  tlie  Finance  Committee. 

The  Library  Committee's  Eeport  was  also  presented  to  the 
Society  as  follows: 

The  Library  Committee  would  present  its  Tliird  Annual  Ee- 
port of  the  continued  success  of  the  plans  outlined  in  the  original 
report  found  on  page  11  of  Volume  VI.  of  Transactions.  Circu- 
lars were  again  sent  out  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  mem- 


13 


Ik'I's  who  liad  not  aliviidy  suhsi-rilied,  I'xpliiiiatoiT  of  the  schonie, 
with  a  form  of  agreement  requesting  eontributions  iu  any  of  the 
three  following  forms: 

(a)     Subscriptions  to  a  Permanent  Fund,  in  payments  of  $10  or 
upwards  (payable  in  installments  if  preferred). 

To    this    there    have    been    responses    since    the    last 
I'our  members : 


■port    from 


Edward  L.  Dent 
Charles  A.  Fingal .  . 
Frank  L.  Griswold. 
E.  D.  Leavitt,  Jr    . 


$25  00 
10  00 
20  00 

100  00 


Previously  reported  on  this  fund 678  40 


Total $833  40 

( /; )     Annual  subscriptions  to  an  amount  of  two  dollars  to  a  fund 

for  current  library  expenses,  payable  as  an  increase  to  the  annual 

dues  and  at  the  same  time. 

To   this   tliere    have   been    responses   since   the   last   report   above 

lef erred  tu,  from  27  members: 


W.  J.  NicoUs, 
James  Butterworth, 
Thoma.s  J.  Borden, 
R.  B.  Collier, 
Lewis  Miller, 
Charles  A.  Knight, 
Fred.  W.  Gordon, 
Edward  S.  Cobb, 
C.  H.  Foster, 


VV.  W.  Dingee, 
Stephen  E.  Babcock, 
E.  D.  Leavitt,  Jr., 
Norman  T.  Fraser, 
Pardon  Armington, 
Walter  C.  Kerr, 
W.  H.  Francis, 
Charles  A.  Fingal, 
James  Francis, 


Robert  Hoe, 
W.  H.  Jones, 
John  Jenkins, 
D.  R.  Fraser, 
Peter  Kirkevag, 
H.  D.  Williams, 
Walter  Wood, 
W,  J.  Root, 
Frank  L.  Griswold. 


Tliere  are,  therefore,  147  members  now  regularly  contributing 
to  this  fund  l^y  this  plan  of  a  small  increase  in  the  dues,  and  it  is 
urged  that  others  should  also  co-operate  in  the  further  extension 
of  this  plan,  and  thus  induce  a  more  wide-spread  interest  in  the 
Library  among  the  members. 

(c)  Direct  contributions  of  books  and  papers  of  value.  To  this 
there  have  been  a  number  of  responses  during  the  year,  particu- 
larly by  members  residing  abroad. 

The  following  list  contains  the  contributions  not  catalogued  in 
previous  report : 

By  Hugo  Bilgram; 

Slide  Valve  Gears. 
By  W.  A.  Morrison: 

Practical  Engineering. 
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By  Oberlin  Smith  (pamphlet ) : 

Flow  of  Metals  in  the  Drawing  Process. 
By  W.  H.  Springer,  Senr.: 

Recent  Locomotives,  with  Illustrations. 
By  A.  H.  Emery: 

Patent  Office  Reports,  1856-71. 
By  J.  Bauschinger: 

Mittheilungen  aus  dem  Mechanisch  Laboratorinm  der  K.  Technischen 
Hochschule  in  Munschen. 

Conclusions   of  the   Conference  at   Munich   and   Dresden,   on   Tniform 
Methods  of  Investigation  in  the  tests  of  standard  material. 
By  Samuel  Webber: 

Manual  of  Power. 
By  Military  Service  Institution,  Governor's  Island: 

Sets  of  Journal  of  Military  Service  Institution  of  the  United  States. 
By  Prof.  Reuleaux: 

New  Discoveries  in  Steam  Pimips  and  their  operation. 
By  Prof.  Dwelshauvers  Dery: 

L'enseignement  de  la  Mcchanique  aijpliquc. 
By  C.  W.  Livermore: 

Cooking  and  Heating  by  Gas.    William  H.  Denny,  F.R.S. 

Speed  and  carrying  of  Screw  Steamers.     William  H.  Denny,  F.R.S. 

Economical  advantages  of  Steel  Ship  Building.    William  H.  Denny,  F.R.S. 

On  Mr.  Mansel's  and  the  late  Mr.  Froude's  methods  of  Analyzing  the  re- 
sults of  Progressive  Speed  Trials.    William  H.  Denny,  F.R.S. 

Local  Education  in  Naval  Architecture.    William  H.  Denny,  F.R.S. 

On  Cross  Curves  of  Stability.    William  H.  Denny,  F.  R.  S. 

Stowage  of  Steam  Ships.    E.  F.  Purvis. 

Denny's  Confidential  Report  on  the  inclination  of  the  S.  S.  "Fernbrook." 

Official  Catalogue  of  International  Inventions  Exhibition,  London. 

Official  Guide  to  the  International  Exhibition,  London. 
By  Thomas  Shanks  &  Co.: 

Set  of  Photographs  of  Shop  and  Tools  of  their  Manufacture. 
By  George  L.  Fowler: 

A  System  of  Estimating  for  Foundry  Work.    By  A.  Messerscliutt. 

Translation — Fuels,  Evaporation  and  Combustion.    By  J.  Buchetti. 
By  Engineering: 

Cable  or  Rope  Traction.    Bucknall  Smith. 
By  The  Marquis  de  Coligny: 

Oscillation  de  I'Eau;  les  Machines  hydrauliques.    2  vols. 
Anonymous: 

Annual  Report  of  the  Toronto  Water  Works. 

Club  de  Engenharia,  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Revista  Mensal  Engenharia.    Nos.  1,  2,  3. 
By  W.  F.  Durfee: 

Iron  and  Steel  and  the  Mitis  Process. 
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By  J.  Wiloy  it  Sons: 

Weisbach's  Mechanics.    Vol.  2. 
By  Frederick  Cook : 

Proceedings  of  Louisiana  Sugar  Planters'  Association,  July,  18S7. 
By  J  C.  Trautwine: 

Excavation  and  Embankments. 
Railroad  Curves. 
Engineer's  Pocketbook. 
By  George  M.  Bond; 

Standards  of  Length  and  their  Subdi\'ision. 

Standards  of  Length  as  applied  to  Gauge  Dimensions,  pamphlets.    2  lec- 
tures. 
By  A.  P.  Smith: 

Graphical  Statics  of  Mechanism,  by  Gustav  Herrmann.    Translated  and 

annotated  by  A.  P.  Smith. 

ilorcover,  since  the  previous  report,  the  Society  has  acquired  by 

purchase  tlie  complete  proceedings  of  the  Institution  of   Mechard- 

;'   Engineers  of  Great  Britain,  from  1847  to  the  founding  of  this 

-     K'ty,    since    which    time    the    vohmies    have    come    regularly    by 

.'  I'.ange. 

The  Journal  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute  of  Great  Britain, 
from  1873  to  date,  has  also  been  presented  to  the  Library,  and 
that  publication  hereafter  will  be  one  of  the  exchanges. 

In  addition  to  the  files  of  papers  as  previously  published,  we 
have  also  added  to  our  exchanges : 

L'lndustria,  Milan,  Italy,  July,  1887. 
Giornal  del  Genio  Ci\Tle,  Rome,  Italy,  January,  1881. 
Industries.  London  and  Manchester,  July,  1886. 
Practical  Engineer,  Manchester,  March,  1887. 
Glaser's  Annalen,  BerUn,  January,  1887. 
Indian  Engineering,  Calcutta,  January,  1887. 
The   Society  also  exchanges  with  the   Canadian  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers,    Montreal,    Canada,   and    Bureau   of   Xaval    Intelligence, 
Washington,   D.   C.,  which   arrangement   has  gone  into  effect  since 
lajit  report. 

By  purcliase  from  Mr.  Frank  E.  Galloupe,  of  Boston,  the  miss- 
ing volumes  of  London  Engineering  have  been  in  part  supplied, 
and  the  set  now  only  needs  Vols.  I.  and  II. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  securing  Uniformity  in 
Methods  of  Test  and  in  Test  Specimens  was  submitted  by  its 
■■'';iirman  as  follows: 

1//-.    //.    K.    Towne. — I    can    simply    report    on    behalf    of    our 
iiiniittee    that    some    progress    has    been    made    since    the    last 
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meeting,  but  not  what  we  liad  lioped  to  accomplish.  This  is 
largely  due  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Henning,  the  most  active  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  and  the  one  who  has  done  most  of  its 
work,  who  has  been  for  nearly  six  months  past  in  Paris  on  busi- 
ness, and  who  has  not  yet  returned.  I  may  state  in  the  interim 
that,  as  previously  reported,  a  second  set  of  specimens  and  test 
reports  w-ere  sent  out  to  almost  every  institution  that  we  knew 
of  as  having  a  testing  machine,  and  that  returns  have  now 
been  received  from  almost  all  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  which  did  not  have  machines  of  a  proper  character.  The 
results  of  this  work  are  undoubtedly  going  to  be  of  much  interest 
and  value,  and  I  think  I  can  safely  promise  that  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Society  a  definite  report  will  be  made. 

The  report  of  the  tellers  to  count  the  ballots  east  for  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  was  presented  as  follows : 

In  compliance  w-ith  Article  N"o.  34  of  Rules  of  the  Society,  the 
tellers  appointed  to  count  the  ballots  for  election  of  officers  for 
the    _year    1887-88    respectfully    submit    their    report    as    follows: 

There  were  395  votes  cast. 

For  President Horace  See  received 388 — scattering  7 

"     Vice-Presidents. .  .H.  G.  Morris  received 394 

"  "  .  .  W.  S.  Baker  received 392 

"        ...C.J.  H.  Woodbury  received .  .  393—      "  3 

"     Treasurer W.  H.  Wiley  received 395 

"      Managers Stephen  W.  Baldwin  received  402 

"  " Frederick  Grinnell  received.  .39 

" Morris  Sellers  received 390—      "  2 

There  were  five  votes  cast  which  were  thrown  out  for  infor- 
mality. 

J.  A.  TiLDEX, 


Nil  new  business  being  presented,  the  professional  papers  were 
taken  up.  The  two  papers  of  Mr.  Henry  I.  Snell,  "  Experiments 
and  Experiences  with  Blowers,"  "  An  Economical  Method  of 
Heating  and  Ventilating  an  Office  and  Warehouse  Building," 
were  presented  together.  They  received  discussion  by  Messrs. 
Woodbury,  Ashworth,  Denton,  Mattes,  Schuhmann,  Felton  and 
Thurston.  The  paper  of  Professor  Thurston,  entitled  "  Internal 
Friction  of  non-Condensing  Engines,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Denton  and  Towne.  Mr.  Oberlin  Smith's  paper  was  next  read, 
"  Power  Press   Problems,"   and  discussed  by  Messrs.   Grant,   Lewis, 
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EVKNINC    Si:sslON.   TrESIlAY,   XoVEilBER   29m'ii. 

'riiK  tlurd  session  for  professional  papers  was  held  in  tlie  even- 
ing at  eight  o'clock.  The  first  paper  was  that  of  Mr.  John  J. 
Grant,  entitled  "  The  Milling  Macliine  as  a  Substitute  for  the 
Planer  in  Machine  Construction,"  and  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Townc,  Webb,  Potter,  Denton,  Sweet,  Durfee  and  Hawkins. 
The  paper  of  Mr.  Frank  Van  Vleck,  entitled  "  Standard  Section 
Lining,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Hutton,  Grant,  Towne,  Willson, 
Ilalsey,  Coffin,  Ladd  and  Weightman,  and  the  debate  resulted  in 
a  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  con- 
sider the  matter  of  recommending  some  system  of  section  lining 
which  could  be  accepted  as  standard  among  engineers.  This 
motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Sweet,  Denton  and  Kent,  but 
when  the  vote  was  taken  the  motion  was  lost.  The  debate  on 
tlie  motion  is  printed  in  connection  with  that  upon  the  paper  as 
they  were  so  intimately  connected  together,  and  appears  in  the 
sulj.sequent  part  of  the  volume.  The  discussion  was  in  ])art  also 
upon  the  matter  of  precedent  as  to  the  work  and  results  of  such 
committees  of  the  .society  in  connection  with  the  I'onnei'  debate 
at  pages  365  and  877  of  Volume  VI.  of  the  Transactions. 

The  ne.xt  paper  was  that  of  Mr.  Percy  A.  Sanguinetti,  entitled 
'■  On  the  Divergencies  in  Flange  Diameters  of  Pumps,  Valves, 
etc.,  of  different  Makers,"  and  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Wm. 
0.  Webber,  Taylor,  Towne,  Le  Van,  Weightman,  Engel,  Raynal, 
Kent,  Mattes,  Hawkins,  Davis,  Towne.  This  debate  resulted 
in  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  this 
subject,  which  motion  was  carried,  and  the  chair  subsequently 
appointed  Messrs.  P.  A.  Sanguinetti,  E.  F.  C.  Davis.  W.  F. 
ilattes,  S.  S.  Webber,  A.  H.  Raynal. 

The  final  paper  of  the  evening  session  was  by  Mr.  Wm.  0. 
Webber,  entitled  "■  Centrifugal  Pumps  and  their  Efficiencies," 
and  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Thurston,  Wood,  Bilgrani  and 
Denton.  A  late  hour  having  been  reached,  at  the  close  of  this 
ilcbate,  the  meeting  adjourned. 
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Fourth  Session'.    Wedxesdat,  Xotember  30th. 

The  session  was  called  to  order  at  eleven  o'clock,  instead  of  at 
the  earlier  hour  first  assigned,  in  order  to  admit  of  a  visit  to  a 
water-gas  establishment  near  the  city. 

The  first  paper  was  that  of  Professor  Gaetano  Lanza,  entitled 
the  "  Friction  in  Toothed  Gearing,"  and  was  discussed  bj-  Messrs. 
Webb,  Bilgram,  Lewis  and  Hawkins.  Professor  Lanza  also  pre- 
sented a  paper  by  Mr.  Jerome  Sondericker,  entitled  "  An  Inves- 
tigation as  to  how  to  Test  the  Strength  of  -Cements,"  which  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Parsons  and  Denton.  Mr.  H.  DeB.  Parsons' 
paper  on  "  The  Influence  of  Sugar  upon  Cement,"  was  discussed 
by  Messrs.  Denton  and  Engel.  The  paper  by  Mr.  John  Coffin, 
on  "  Steel  Car  Axles,"  was  ^discussed  by  Messrs.  Webber,  Hewitt, 
Denton,  Felton,  Almond,  Taylor,  Hawkins  and  Babcock,  and  at 
its  close  the  author  exhibited  some  interesting  experiments  upon 
small  steel  bars  in  the  heat  of  a  Bunseu  flame,  two  pieces  being 
clamped  together  in  tongs,  heated  to  a  low  orange.  It  was 
found  that  it  required  considerable  force  to  separate  them,  and 
that  they  did  not  separate  exactly  at  the  cleavage  point  of  previous 
breakage. 

The  session  was  resumed  after  luncheon,  with  the  paper  by  Mr. 
Edgar  C.  Felton  on  '"'  Xotes  on  Eesults  obtained  from  Steel 
Tested  shortly  after  Eolling."  This  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Reese  and  Hewitt.  The  paper  by  Lewis  P.  Lyne,  on  "  The  Use  of 
Kerosene  Oil  in  Steam  Boilers,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Ridg- 
way,  Halsey,  Engel,  Denton,  Schuhmann  and  Babcock.  The 
paper  by  Mr.  James  M.  Dodge,  entitled  "A  Xew  Method  of 
Stocking  and  Reloading  Coal,"  was  then  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Mattes  and  Davis.  The  paper  by  Mr.  0.  C.  Woolson  was  illus- 
trated by  further  black-board  illustrations  and  a  model,  and  was 
discussed  by  Professor  Denton.  "  An  Interesting  Indicator  Dia- 
gram "  was  the  title  of  a  brief  paper  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Emery,  dis- 
cussed by  Mr.  Hutton,  and  the  paper  of  Mr.  Frank  H.  Ball,  "  An 
Improved  Form  of  Shaft  Governor,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Webb,  Hawkins,  Babcock,  Denton,  Kerr,  Bilgram,  Lyne,  Davis  and 
Ladd. 

After  the  close  of  this  final  paper,  the  Topical  Discussions 
were  taken  up  until  the  hour  of  adjournment.  Messrs.  Raynal, 
Collins,  Bilgram,  Towne,  Lyne,  Engel,  Doane,  Mattes,  Woolson, 
Falkenau,   McBride   answered  the   query:    "What   is  the  best   way 


nULADELPIIIA    ilKETIXG.  19 

to  secure  tiglit  lit  of  set  sei-ews  tajjpeil  into  lieavv  parts  of  a 
inaihine:' ■■  The  topic:  "Are  roller-lnishings  expedient  in  jour- 
nals at  low  velocities  and  under  high  pressures?"  was  discussed 
liy  Jlessrs.  Warner  and  Woolson.  The  best  material  for  lining 
lirake-straps  on  elevators,  cranes,  drums,  etc.,  was  discussed  by 
ilessrs.  Leavitt,  Eaynal  and  Davis.  ^Ir.  T.  Tl.  Morgan,  Sr.,  spoke 
ujion  the  best  material  for  moulds  for  complicated  steel  castings. 
ilessrs.  ilorgan,  Towne,  Mattes,  Leavitt,  Raynal,  Kent  and  Davis 
.*])oke  upon  the  effect  of  adding  percentages  of  wrought  iron  or 
steel  scia])  in  the  foundry  cupola  or  ladle.  Messrs.  Lyne,  Towne, 
Woolson,  Davis.  Babcock  and  Mattes  discussed  the  best  kind  of 
pig  iron  for  use  in  light  castings  where  easy  tool-treatment  is 
the  essential  rather  than  strength. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  discussion  new  business  was  in  order, 
and  ilr.  W.  H.  Doane  presented  a  most  cordial  invitation  for  the 
soi'icty  to  stop  over  as  a  liody  in  Cincinnati  on  its  way  to  the 
spring  meeting  in  Xashville.  By  vote  this  matter  was  left  to 
the  council  to  arrange  for,  if  possible. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then  presented 
by  Mr.  Kent,  warmly  seconded,  and  passed  by  a  rising  vote : 

Whereas,  The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  in  closing  its  Eighth 
Annual  Convention,  desires  to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  many  cour- 
tesies extended  bj-  the  several  members  of  the  local  committee,  the  committee  of 
ladies,  the  manufacturers  of  the  city  and  vicinity,  the  I'nited  States  Ciovernment 
and  other  officials,  and  the  many  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  who  have  contributed 
to  make  this  meeting  one  of  the  most  memorable  and  enjoyable  in  the  Society's 
experience: 

Resnheil,  That  we  extend  our  heartiest  thanks  to  Horace  See,  chairman,  and 
to  the  members  of  the  local  committee  for  their  untiring  efforts,  and  their  brill- 
iant success  in  arranging  and  carrjing  out  the  programmes  of  excursions  and 
entertainments,  vmsurpassed  in  their  variety  and  unequaled  in  their  excellence. 

To  John  De  Keim,  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  for  transporta- 
tion facilities  furnished  us  in  the  excursions  on  the  Delaware  River. 

To  Frederick  B.  Miles,  Jos.  J.  DeKinder,  Walter  Wood,  S.  Ashton  Hand,  and 
J.  M.  Dodge,  members  of  the  local  committee  on  transportation,  for  their  highly 
successful  efforts  in  diminishing  the  magnificent  distances  of  the  city,  so  enabling 
us  to  visit  the  various  industrial  establishments. 

To  the  Hon.  Daniel  M.  Fox,  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Mint,  for  his  courtesy  in  ex- 
tending an  in\-itation  to  visit  that  institution. 

To  the  proprietors  and  managers  of  the  following  industrial  establishments, 
who  have  kindly  thrown  them  open  to  our  inspection: 

Baldwin  Locomotive  Works. 

Bement,  Miles  &  Co. 

Bergner  &  Engel  Brewing  Co. 

The  Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  and  Engine  Building  Co. 
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Henry  Disston  &  Sons. 

The  Keystone  Light  &  Power  Co.'s  Incandescent  Electric  Light  Station. 

The  Keystone  Watch  Case  Co. 

The  Kensington  Engine  Works. 

The  L  P.  Morris  Co. 

The  Otto  Gas  Engine  Works. 

W.  Sellers  &  Co. 

The  Southwark  Foundry  &  Machine  Co. 

Williamson  Bros. 

Wm.  Wharton,  Jr.,  &  Co. 

Riehle  Bros. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Museum  and  School  of  Industial  Art, 
for  their  inWtation  to  visit  the  Museum  and  School. 

To  John  L.  Ogden,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Philadelphia  Water  Department,  for 
his  invitation  to  visit  the  Spring  Garden  Pumping  Station. 

To  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  affording  us  the  privilege  of  a  private  view 
of  the  magnificent  art  collection  at  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  and  the  delights  of 
a  reception  in  that  beautiful  building. 

Last,  but  not  least. 

To  the  ladies  of  the  local  committee  for  their  hospitable  entertainment  of  the 
visiting  ladies,  in  showing  them  the  various  points  of  interest  in  the  city  of  Broth- 
erly and  Sisterly  Love. 

At  the  c-lo?e  of  the  lunch  provided  hj  the  Bethlehem  Iron  Com- 
pany on  Thnrsday,  the  following  resolutions  were  prepared  and 
offered,  and  passed  with  acclamation : 

The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  desiring  to  put  on  record  their 
most  enthusiastic  appreciation  of  the  courtesies  which  have  been  extended  to 
them  by  the 

Lehigh  University, 

Lehigh  Zinc  &  Iron  Co.,  and 

The  Bethlehem  Iron  Co., 
have  prepared  the  following  resolutions: 

Bf^ohtd ,  That  our  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to  our  Bethlehem  hosts  for  their  most  generous  and  hospitable 
entertaiJinieDt  of  the  Society. 

jfts-o!:-^''.  That  we  carry  away  from  Bethlehem  a  more  thorough  appreciation  than  ever  of  the  great  interests 
natio!!::!  '"  f'""-  .■i.'.r,,t..r,  1.  (ii.k  t,..v..  t^ff.,)  conimitted  to  our  profession,  and  of  the  triumphs,  world-wide,  of  me- 
chanii.  '  ■Minstries. 

A'-  ■  ' oiiveyed  to  our  hosts  with  the  assurance  that  they  are  no  mere  formal 

After  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  the  convention 
was  adjourned. 


J  amusement  was  afforded  by  the  presentation,  in  the  form  of  a  imnority  report  to  the  above,  of 
the  following  travesty: 

Resolved.  1st.    It  is  a  long  while  since  we  have  had  so  bully  a  time.    In  fact  not  since  last  night. 

2d.    We  have  had  a  real  bully  time  to-day. 

3d.    Let  us  have  as  bully  a  time  again  soon.   (!) 
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ExTEltTAIX.MEXTS    AM)    EXLTliSIOXS. 

The  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  Xovenilier  'i'K  was  left  witlioiit  as- 
signment of  professiouaL  sessions,  to  admit  of  visits  to  engineering 
establishments  wliicli  had  extended  invitations  to  the  members. 
Parties  were  made  up  on  that  day  for  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works, 
Bement,  Miles  &  Co.,  Bei'gner  &  Engel  Brewing  Co.,  Wm.  Cramp 
\-  Sons,  Keystone  Light  &  Power  Co.,  Keystone  Watch  Case  Co., 
Kensington  Engine  Works,  I.  P.  Morris  Co.,  Otto  Gas  Engine 
Works,  Wm.  Sellers  &  Co.,  Southwark  Foundry  &  ilachine  Co., 
Williamson  Bros.,  Wm.  Wharton,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  Kiehle  Bros.,  and 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Museum  and  School  of  Industrial  Art.  Small 
parties  also  visited  Henry  Disston  &  Sons'  establishment  at  Taeony 
on  Wednesday  morning  to  see  a  fuel-gas  plant  in  operation  at 
that  time,  and  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  a  test  of  the  Gaskill 
pumping  engine  was  in  progress  at  the  Spring  Garden  Pumping 
Station,  and  was  witnessed  by  several. 

On  Wednesday  evening  a  social  reunion  and  reception  was  held 
for  the  Society  in  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  on  Broad  and  Cherry 
Streets,  by  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  A  committee  of  representa- 
tive Philadelphians  acted  as  hostesses  to  receive  the  guests,  and 
an  opportunity  was  given  to  see  the  regular  collection  of  art  treas- 
sures  and  a  special  loan  collection,  on  private  view.  The  Academy 
was  decorated  with  a  profusion  of  flowers,  and  an  orchestra  con- 
trilnited  to  the  enjovTiient  of  all.  A  fine  supper  was  served  in  the 
lecture  hall  below. 

On  Thursday,  a  special  train  was  provided  by  the  P.  &  R.  E.  R., 
on  the  Xorth  Penn  Division,  and  took  the  party  to  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
The  conveyances  at  the  depot  took  the  visitors  to  the  Lehigh 
L'niversity,  to  the  Lehigh  Zinc  and  Iron  Co.,  and  finally  to  the 
office  of  the  Bethlehem  Iron  Co.  After  a  lunch  in  one  of  the 
rooms,  the  party  was  piloted  through  the  works,  and  examined  with 
special  interest  the  buildings  for  the  shops  in  which  the  govern- 
mental contracts  are  to  be  elaborated.  After  passing  the  votes  of 
thanks,  the  party  in  the  main  boarded  the  train  in  the  yard  of  the 
Iron  Co.,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia,  to  enjoy  the  further  cour- 
tesy of  their  hosts,  who  had  provided  theater  parties  as  a  closing 
entertainment.  Operetta  or  tragedy  was  chosen  as  the  varying 
taste  of  the  members  dictated.  Quite  a  number  remained  over 
Friday  for  further  opportunity  to  visit  places  of  jinifessional  in- 
terest. 
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In  addition  to  the  entertainment  provided  for  visiting  members, 
a  committee  of  ladies  of  Philadelphia  put  themselves  at  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ladies  present,  and  escorted  them  on  dififerent  days  to 
the  U.  S.  Mint,  Independence  Hall,  Girard  College,  Fairmount 
Park,  and  to  Memorial  and  Horticultural  Halls,  besides  arranging 
a  social  reception  for  them  in  the  hotel  parlors,  on  an  evening 
while  a  professional  session  of  the  members  was  in  progress. 
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CCLXII. 

rHESIDEXrS  ADDRESS,  1S87. 
TiiK  i:\(;iM:i:it:  iiis  co.mmisski.n  and  ins  aciiievemexts. 

BY  GEORGE  H.  BABCOCK.  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

(President  of  the  Society  1886-87.) 

The  eiglith  annual  meeting  of  our  Society  opens  under  au- 
spicious circumstances.  This  Society,  which  less  than  eight  years 
ago,  was  small  and  weak  as  a  child  just  come  into  life,  has  leaped 
ifito  vigorous  manhood  in  so  short  a  space  of  time  that  it  seems 
almost  to  have  sprung  full-fledged  from  the  brains  of  its  founders, 
even  as  the  fabled  Athena  from  the  head  of  Zeus.  And  possibly 
there  is  more  in  this  comparison  than  at  first  might  appear,  for 
ilid  not  Hephaestus,  chief  engineer  of  the  heavenly  host,  by  his 
skill  and  might  bring  that  goddess  into  existence?  and  was  not 
siic  the  projector  and  patron  of  those  places  named  in  her  honor 
"  Atlienea,"  where  learned  men  met  to  read  papers  and  discuss  mat- 
ters of  moment,  even  as  we  are  gathered  together  at  this  time  ? 

This  Society,  but  lately  only  a  conception  in  the  brain  of  a  few 
engineers,  has  now  attained  to  a  membership  of  over  800,  among 
whom  are  more  mechanical  engineers  than  the  whole  world  could 
have  mustered  100  years  ago.  This  is  a  cause  for  congratulation, 
Init  it  is  only  one  of  the  reasons  why  we  meet  to-night  under 
auspicious  circumstances.  Another  is  that  the  character  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Society  is  improving  year  by  year,  while  its 
transactions  are  being  sought  for  by  similar  societies  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  But  the  most  auspicious  element  of  the  time 
is  the  fact  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  great  and  wonderful  achieve- 
ments in  science  and  engineering,  while  the  opportunities  open- 
ing before  us  are  simply  marvelous  in  their  possibilities.  As  mechan- 
ical engineers  we  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  if  we  inquire  what  rela- 
tions we  bear  to  what  lias  licoi  dune  and  what  remains  to  ])e  done  in 
the  line  of  the  world's  prdLTivs,-;. 

As  was  very  truthfully  said  at  tlic  |ircliininiii-y  meeting  for  the 
organization  of  this  Society,  by  one  whum  we  deligiit  to  iionor, 
A.  L.   Holley,  the  profession  of  the   incchanical   engineer  underlies 


24  president's  addeess,  1887. 

all  forms  ol'  cnginwriiitr  as  well  as  architecture,  manufactures  and 
commerce,  while  Science  even  is  dependent  upon  it  for  her  means 
of  progress.  In  like  manner  Hephsestus  seems  to  have  been  the 
indispensable  member  of  the  Olympian  household,  for  Jupiter  was 
indebted  to  him  for  his  thunclerbolts,  Achilles  for  his  shield,  all 
the  gods  for  their  dwellings,  and  even  Aphrodite,  the  goddess  of 
love,  for  her  girdle.  Thus,  as  was  stated,  the  civil  engineer  may 
plan  railroads,  with  their  bridges,  tunnels,  ciittings  and  embank- 
ments, or  lay  out  cities  and  waterways,  but  he  cannot  execute  nor 
ecjuip  tlienr  without  the  aid  of  the  mechanical  engineer.  Xeither 
can  the  mining,  electrical,  marine  or  hydraulic  engineer  get  along 
w^ithout  calling  in  the  assistance  of  his  brother  who  deals  mainly 
with  dynamics.  It  is  not  necessary  to  elaborate  this  idea  at  this 
time,  or  before  this  audience.    The  fact  is  almost  self-evident. 

But  medianical  engineering  is  not  only  the  most  important,  it 
is  also  the  oldest  art  or  profession  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  ex- 
cepting only  agriculture,  if.  indeed,  that  can  lie  excepted,  for  not 
until  a  very  recent  date  (ould  ilnil  l)e  said  to.  have  risen  to  the 
dignity  of  a  profession.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  almost  universal 
presence  of  an  artificer  among  the  mythological  gods  of  all  nations, 
as  the  Hindoo  Tvashtri,  the  Egyptian  Ptah,  the  Scandinavian  Thor, 
the  Eoman  Vulcan,  the  Greek  Hephaestus,  etc. 

Engineering  has,  moreover,  a  divine  commission,  which  is  coeval 
with  the  creation  of  man,  and  co-extensive  with  the  resources  of 
natui-e. 

It  is  written  in  the  earliest  history  of  wliich  we  have  any 
knowledge — a  history  which  the  critics  who  delight  to  tear  down, 
rather  than  build  up,  claim  to  have  been  but  a  compilation  of 
much  earlier  iiuinuscripts,— that  after  the  Creator  had  made  the 
wdild  anil  rasliidiicd  ii  I'di-  the  abode  of  man,  and  had  placed 
tlicicoii  the  (list  liuiiiaii  pair,  he  charged  them  to  "replenish  the 
earth  <niil  snhdiie  it."  He  had  been  at  work  for  ages,  storing 
away  in  tlic  bowels  of  Mother  Earth  a  vast  accumulation  of 
metals,  minerals,  compounds,  salts,  liquids,  and  other  treasures, 
for  the  future  use  of  man.  He  had  created  the  forces  which,  act- 
ing under  his  well-considered  laws,  carry  on  the  processes  of  na- 
ture, drive  the  chariots  of  the  heavenly  host  and  guide  the  infinite 
universe  in  one  grand  symjjhony  of  intermingling  but  harmonious 
motion.  He  had  made  man  with  God-like  powers,  and,  having 
placed  him  upon  the  eartli,  he  gave  him  as  his  task  to  subdue  it  to 
his  own  uses;  to  delve  after  the  hidden  treasures,  that  they  might 
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aihl  to  his  foiut'orts  ami  loiivL-nii'iu-i.' ;  and  to  v 
t'onos  of  natnre,  eonipollinu'  thi'm  to  do  his  hid 
dii  the  bidding  of  the  Ahni^hty. 

This,   then,   is   the   eonuuission    iindci-   whirh    t 
iriiii'cr    riiini    that   day   to  this  has  been   woi'kint;', 
he    is    \\oikin>;-    to-day,    looking    forward    to    a    f 
liiinu-    with    it    the    eoniplete    fulfillment    of    the 
imposed. 

Let  us  in(|iiire  first,  what  has  lieeii  already  accomplished 
toward  this  end,  and  then  perhaps  consider  what  achievements 
remain  for  us  and  those  who  come  after  lis.  Already  man  has 
<liig  deep  and  made  grand  discoveries  of  hidden  treasures,  such  as 
iron,  copper,  gold,  and  about  fifty  other  metals,  coal,  salt,  sulphur-, 
asphalt  and  several  hundred  other  minerals,  besides  gems  of  un- 
told value.  From  these  the  mechanical  engineer  has  created 
wondrous  constructions,  and  for  them  discovered  various  uses,  all 
of  which  have  contributed  to  the  elevation  and  happiness  of  the 
race.  We  have  but  to  recall  the  condition  of  man  in  the  so- 
called  stone  age — which,  by  the  way,  is  only  relative,  for  there  has 
not  been  a  time  from  the  creation  of  man  \\\)  to  the  present,  when 
a  stone  age  has  not  existed  somewhere  u])on  the  earth — to  see 
what  advantages  have  come  .  to  us  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
metals  and  minerals,  and  the  adaptation  of  them  to  our  uses. 
And  yet,  of  the  fifty  or  more  metals  now  known,  only  eighteen 
have  so  far  been  employed  in  the  mechanic  arts,  and  not  more 
then  a  dozen  of  these  until  quite  recently. 

See  what  the  engineer  has  wrought  with  the  one  metal,  iron. 
From  the  small  beginnings  of  the  days  of  Tubal  Cain  it  has  come 
to  l)e  the  most  abundant  and  the  most  valuable  to  man  of  all  the 
metals.  It  enters  into  nearly  every  construction,  from  that  of  the 
nail  fastening  the  wooden  box  to  the  almost  living  locomotive, 
rushing  with  the  speed  of  the  storm-wind  along  the  iron  ways 
with  which  the  engineer  has  imprisoned  the  earth  as  in  a  net. 
From  it  he  constructs  the  larger  part  of  the  machinery  with  wliich 
he  supplants  and  surpasses  manual  labor.  He  draws  it  into  wire 
and  stretches  it  around  the  globe  that  the  ends  of  the  earth  may  be 
lirought  together;  and  with  the  same  wire  he  builds  a  marriage  tie 
between  cities  which  rushing  waters  strive  in  vain  to  separate. 
Of  it  he  makes  our  cooking  utensils,  and  our  steam  boilers :  our 
pens  and  our  printing  presses;  our  keenest  cutlery  and  our  con- 
(|ucring   cannon.      It   supplies   the   tools   with    which    we   l)uild,   ami 
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itself  enters  largely  into  all  our  most  important  structural  work. 
Of  it  the  engineer  makes  the  implements  with  which  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  ■  and  the  mighty  steamships  which  plow  the  oceans.  This 
latter  is  probably  true  to  a  fuller  extent  than  we  are  in  the  habit 
of  thinking,  foi'  it  is  stated  that  of  the  10,000  steamers  in  exist- 
ence, i), 0(1(1  are  built  of  iron  and  steel,  the  tonnage  of  which 
amounts  to  fully  96  j)er  cent,  of  the  total  tonnage  of  the  world. 

With  the  minerals  he  also  has  supplied  many  needs  and  luxuries 
for  man.  There  is  coal,  for  example.  The  400,000,000  tons,  in 
round  numbers,  annually  mined,  give  life  and  warmth  and  \<n\\vv  to 
probably  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  globe,  i'.lot  it  dut. 
Let  it  be  as  if  it  liad  never  been.  The  wheels  of  commerce  and 
production  would  stop,  almost  the  pulses  of  life  itself  would  cease 
to  beat,  and  man  would  ere  long  relapse  into  savagery,  unless  he 
should  iind  some  substitute  in  other  provisions  of  nature.  There 
is  some  probability  that  the  world's  supply  of  coal  will  become 
exhausted  in  process  of  time.  Before  that  time  doubtless  some 
other  means  will  have  been  wrested  from  the  secrets  of  Nature,  by 
wliich  the  larocesses  now  dependent  upon  coal  will  be  carried  on; 
but  at  present  it  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  civilization,  if  not 
existence,  is  dependent  upon  coal.  So,  in  a  less  important  degree, 
has  the  liquid  mineral,  petroleum,  come  to  be  almost  the  world's 
source  of  artificial  light.  It  came  to  pass  that  after  the  torch  of 
the  Aborigines,  the  smolcy  olive-oil  lamp  of  the  Orientals,  the 
rush-light  of  the  North-man,  and  the  tallow  candles  of  our  more 
immediate  ancestors  liad  passed  into  antiquity,  and  the  whaling 
fleet  had  nearly  exterminated  the  oil-producing  cetacea,  that  the 
mechanical  engineer  found  means  for  burning  petroleum,  a  sub- 
stance wliich  had  long  been  known  but  not  put  to  use,  and  then 
Ijy  ingenious  boring  implements  he  penetrated  the  storehouses  in 
uiiich  beneficent  Nature  had  laid  it  away  for  Just  such  an  emergency. 
IIa\ing  devised  means  for  refining  it,  and  packing  it  securely  from 
leakage,  he  now  sends  it  to  almost  every  part  of  the  known  world 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  light  to  the  inhabitants  thereof.  The 
extent  of  this  business  is  simply  enormous,  if  it  might  not  be  called 
incredible.  There  are  no  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  tin  cans, 
of  five  gallons  each,  put  up  and  shipped  from  the  United  States 
alone,  every  day  of  the  year.  The  production  in  this  country  last 
year  was  about  one  thousand  million  gallons,  while  the  amount 
shipped  over  the  Trans-Caucasian  railway  from  the  Eussian  wells 
is  over  one  hundred  million  gallons  more. 
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But  tliL'iv  are  other  way:?  in  wliidi  tlie  iiiee-liauieal  engineer  lias 
subtlued  the  eartli  in  response  to  his  divine  commission.  He  lias 
overcome  its  stoutest  obstacles  and  compelled  it  to  open  to  him 
pathways  wherever  he  has  desired  to  go.  Eivers,  oceans,  and 
mountains  have  alike  yielded  to  his  imperious  will.  No  river  is  so 
wide  or  so  rapid  but  he  can  bridge  it;  no  mountain  so  liigh  or  so 
broad  but  if  lie  wish  he  can  tunnel  it.  A  monument  in  the  city  of 
Turin  commemorates  the  completion  of  one  of  the  triumphs  of 
modern  engineering — the  great  tunnel  through  Mt.  Cenis,  by  which 
a  pathway  was  opened  between  France  and  Italy  through  the  Alps. 
It  is  a  tall,  pyramidal  structure  of  dark,  rough  rocks,  reminding 
one  of  some  inaccessible  Alpine  pinnacle,  on  the  top  of  which 
stands  Victory,  maimed  but  triumphant,  with  pen  in  hand  writing 
down  in  endless  honor  the  name  of  the  engineer  who  had  achieved 
the  gigantic  task.  But,  alas,  along  the  pathway  up  the  sides  of 
the  pinnacle  by  which  A'ictory  had  gained  the  giddy  height,  lie  the 
broken,  eriished,  and  bleeding  bodies  of  men  who  had  given  their 
lives  to  secure  the  final  triumph.  It  is  a  sad  memento  of  the  cost, 
but  just  below  them  gushes  out  a  perennial  stream  of  pure,  limpid 
water,  emblematic  of  the  never-ending  beneficence  which  flows 
from  the  completed  work.  I  remember  seeing,  about  a  dozen 
years  ago,  just  as  this  giant  work  was  finished,  a  prediction  that 
the  cost  in  life  and  treasure  was  so  great  that  no  similar  work 
would  ever  be  again  undertaken,  but  in  less  than  a  decade  the 
world  saw  the  completion  of  another  and  longer  tunnel  througli 
tlie  same  great  range  of  mountains,  and  one  which  is,  to  my  mind, 

far  more  wonderful  achievement.  The  approaches  to  the  St. 
i.ithard  tunnel  are  not  only  unique,  but  are  a  stroke  of  genius, 
surpassing  as  an  engineering  feat  the  long  tunnel  itself.  I  refer 
particularly  to  the  corkscrew  tunnels,  the  invention  of  'Mr.  Ilelwag, 
by  which  the  trains  climb  up  the  almost  perpendicular  mountains. 
Coming  from  the  Italian  side,  after  leaving  the  pretty  little  forti- 
fied town  of  Bellinzona,  you  run  along  up  the  ravines  until  you 
come  to  a  place  where  it  seems  impossible  to  go  farther.  Here 
your  train  plunges  into  the  face  of  the  mountain,  and  for  a  mile 
and  over  you  travel  under  ground.  If  }'ou  watch  a  compass  you 
will  notice  that  you  are  traveling  in  a  circle,  and  directly  you 
emerge  into  daylight  you  look  down,  and  there,  two  hundred  feet 
below  is  the  track  and  tunnel-mouth  where  you  entered.  You 
have  but  a  minute  to  see  this,  however,  before  you  again  plunge 
into    the  mountain,    and    after   a    time   again   emerge,    another    two 
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luuidiud  I'eet  liighei'  ujj  the  face  of  the  mountain,  with  tlie  traclis 
and  openings  below  yon  to  show  how  far  you  have  climbed. 
Four  times  this  is  repeated  before  3'ou  come  to  the  great  tunnel, 
which  itself  is  over  nine  miles  long,  and  in  descending  on  the  other 
side  you  find  three  more  similar  spirals.  'Tis  said  that  Xapoleon 
once  rode  his  horse  up  tlie  spiral  incline  in  the  Campanile  at 
Venice,  but  it  was  reserved  for  our  time  to  see  a  locomotive  with 
a  train  of  cars  perforni  a  similar  feat  every  day  in  the  year. 

J^ut  the  engineer  has  not  only  penetrated  mountains  for  road- 
ways ami  bored  deep  into  the  earth  for  treasures,  fcut  he  has 
bound  the  earth  in  bands  of  iron  and  steel,  until  they  have  become 
a  net-work  upon  the  surface  of  the  land.  No  less  than  350,000 
miles  of  railroad  have  already  been  built,  nearly  one-half  of  whicli 
is  in  the  United  States,  and  the  work  is  going  on  in  an  increasing 
ratio  every  year.  The  waters  of  the  globe  are  all  his  pathways; 
his  ships  and  his  steamers  plow  ever}-  ocean,  carrying  tlie  com- 
merce of  continents;  and  he  has  almost  learned  to  laiigli  at  the 
fiercest  fury  aiul  maddest  moods  of  old  Keptunc.  who  no  hniger 
rules  the  sea. 

There  is  also  another  way  wherein  the  engineer  lias  c()ii(|uered 
Mother  Earth  and  cunipelled  her  to  yield  him  service,  and  that  is 
by  turning  aside  water-ways  and  causing  them  to  irrigate  barren 
places,  wliereby  they  have  become  green  and  fruitful.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  this  has  been  done  in  many  lands  is  very  great,  and 
the  cost  of  some  of  the  works  is  almost  fabulous.  Beginning  back 
in  tlie  days  of  Joseph  in  Egypt,  it  has  spread  over  nearly  all  ])arts 
of  the  habitable  globe.  We  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  look- 
ing upon  Joseph,  the  favorite  son  of  Israel,  the  boy  dreamer,  llic 
incorruptible  slave,  the  reader  of  visions,  and  the  prime  minister 
of  Egypt,  as  an  engineer  also,  but  late  discoveries,  coupled  with 
ancient  tradition  and  statements  of  early  historians — which  have 
liccii  lookeil  n]ioii  as  inytlis  mil  11  |i)-o\i>ii  true  by  such  discoveries — 
roiiipol  us  to  jilace  his  naiiio  high  among  the  fraternity  of  which 
we  ourselves  are  members.  There  seems  now  to  be  little  doubt 
llial  not  only  was  he  the  inventor  of  artificial  irrigation,  but  that 
he  was  also  the  engineer  of  the  most  extensive  works  ever  con- 
stiucted  for  that  purpose.  For  many  years  an  ancient  canal  called 
Bahr  Yoosuf,  or  the  "  Kiver  of  Joseph,"  has  been  known  to  exist 
on  tlie  west  of  the  Nile,  extending  some  350  miles  in  its  sinuosities 
along  the  river  bank,  and  still  supplying  water  for  irrigation  of  a 
section  called  the  Fayoum,  which  otherwise  would  be  cut  oft"  from 
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the  beiU'Ht  of  the  animal  overflowing  of  tlie  river.  There  is  also 
a  tradition  of  a  great  artificial  lake,  Mccris,  to  the  south  of  this 
tract,  '•'  so  large  that  it  not  only  modified  the  climate,  tempering 
the  arid  winds  of  the  desert,  and  converting  them  into  balmy  airs 
which  nourished  the  vines  into  a  fullness  and  a  fragrance  unknown 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country,  but  also  added  to  the  food  sup- 
ply of  the  land  sueli  immense  quantities  of  fish  that  the  royal  pre- 
rogatives of  the  right  of  piscary  at  the  great  weir  was  valued  at  a 
quarter  million  dollars  annually."  Herodotus  says  of  this  lake, 
which  was  in  existence  in  his  time,  some  2350  years  ago,  that  it 
was  450  miles  in  circumference  and  some  300  feet  deep,  and  that 
its  most  important  service  was  as  a  grand  reservoir  for  storing  for 
use  in  times  of  drought  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Xile.  Strabo 
also  says  that  in  his  day,  about  450  years  later,  it  performed  this 
function  so  well  that  when  the  Xile  rose  twelve  cubits  there  was 
plenty  in  Egj'pt,  and  even  when  it  rose  eight  cubits  the  dearth  was 
scarcely  felt,  because  the  waters  of  Lake  Mceris  made  up  the  lack. 

Now,  modern  criticism  has  i-elegated  all  this  to  the  myths  and 
extravagance  of  early  story  tellers,  but  the  researches  and  explo- 
rations of  an  American  engineer,  Mr.  Cope  Whitehouse,  within 
the  last  five  years,  have  demonstrated  the  truthfulness  of  the  old 
historians,  by  locating  and  surveying  the  bed  of  the  old  lake, 
which  he  finds  to  agree  remarkably  with  their  descriptions. 
Moreover,  the  old  Bahr  Yoosuf  was  the  feeder  of  this  great  arti- 
ficial lake,  through  which  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Xile  were 
taken  to  its  basin,  and  the  service  which  this  canal  now  performs 
is  but  an  inferior  part  of  the  work  assigned  to  it  by  its  illustrious 
engineer  four  thousand  years  ago.  Tradition  says  it  was  built 
by  the  Joseph  of  Bible  story,  and  that  the  great  lake  was  finished 
during  the  reign  of  one  prince;  and  what  we  know  of  chronology 
makes  this  probable.  What  is  more  likely  than  that,  during  and 
after  the  great  famine,  Joseph  designed  and  carried  out  this  gi- 
gantic work,  to  insure  that  no  such  calamity  should  ever  again 
visit  the  land?  History  gives  no  instance  of  such  a  famine  since. 
Plans  have  been  prepared  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  open 
a  new  connection  between  the  Xile  and  the  bed  of  the  old  lake, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  few  years  hence  it  will  again  be 
as  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  Pharaohs.  The  restoration  of  this 
work,  it  is  estimated,  will  double  the  acreage  of  cultivable  land 
in  Egypt. 

But   probably  the   most  important  achievements   of   the   engineer 
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toward  fulfilling  his  commission  lie  in  enslaving  the  forces  of 
nature  and  compelling  them  to  do  his  will.  Doubtless  it  was 
earlj'  in  the  liistory  of  the  race  that  man  found  that  falling  w^ater 
could  turn  a  wheel  and  save  manual  labor.  Before  that  he  had 
depended  upon  himself  or  a  beast  of  burden.  Now  he  had  put  to 
work  a  force,  which,  though  he  neither  understood  its  nature  or 
name,  he  could  nevertheless  compel  to  do  him  service.  We  know 
this  force  as  "  gravitation,"  and  have  mastered  sonie  of  its  laws,  but 
to  define  what  it  is,  and  whence  it  comes,  and  through  what 
medium  it  works,  we  are  as  much  at  a  loss  as  "was  the  first  man 
who  observed  any  of  its  effects.  We  know  that  it  is  the  force 
which  holds  the  worlds  in  their  orbits  and  guides  them  in  their 
flight;  a  force  infinite  in  its  outreaching,  but  not  disdaining  to  do 
tlie  humbler  task  of  holding  each  grain  of  sand  and  each  drop  of 
water  to  the  liosom  of  their  mother  Earth,  or  of  bringing  them 
liack  when  they  have  been  enticed  away.  This  force  the  en- 
gineer has  harnessed,  and  not  only  does  he  compel  it  to  drive  his 
^vater  wheels  and  spindles,  but  he  makes  it  parcel  out  his  com- 
modities of  nearly  every  kind  and  quantity,  and  keep  his  time  by 
the  swinging  of  a  pendulum.  He  calls  upon  it  to  lift  his  boats  of 
hundreds  of  tons  from  lock  to  lock,  and  sets  it  in  sleepless  watch 
over  each  individual  thread  in  his  looms,  that  when  one  shall  fail, 
this  powerful  force  shall  ring  a  bell  or  stop  a  machine.  Thus  in  an 
almost  infinite  number  of  tasks,  from  mighty  to  minute,  he  calls  it  to 
his  aid,  and  ever  finds  it  a  docile  and  efficient  servant. 

Another  force  or  quality  of  matter  which  the  engineer  has 
called  to  do  his  bidding  is  that  of  momentum  or  inertia.  He 
finds  it  riding  on  the  wind  and  compels  it  to  waft  his  boat 
wluthersoever  he  will;  he  makes  it  grind  his  corn,  pump  his 
water,  and  ]3erform  many  other  tasks  at  little  cost.  He  discovers 
it  sitting  on  his  hammers,  and  puts  it  at  work  driving  nails,  break- 
ing stones,  and  riveting  the  boilers,  and  forging  the  enormous 
shafts  recjuired  for  his  great  steamships.  He  sets  it  to  engraving 
the  most  delicate  figures  upon  glass,  and  compels  it  to  batter 
down  the  heaviest  battlements  and  pierce  the  tliiekest  steel  annor 
he  can  construct.  When  it  exhibits  itself  in  the  form  of  centri- 
fugal force  he  sets  it  to  skimming  milk,  drying  clothes,  purging 
sugar,  pulverizing  the  hardest  rocks,  and  regulating  his  powerful 
engines. 

But  the  force  which  has  done  more  and  more  vai-ied  work  for 
the  engineer  is  comprehended  under  the  term  heat.     I   am  aware 
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that  lit'iit  i:i  iKit  a  l'i)ne,  aveording  to  the  scientific  definition  of 
the  term  :  that  .-peaking  in  the  strictest  sense  it  is  onlj-  the  ert'eet 
of  a  form  of  molecuhir  motion  upon  aiiiinal  nerves,  hut  we  may 
he  jiardoned  for  tising  it  in  this  jxipidar  May  for  tiie  want  of  a 
more  comprehensive  word  to  express  the  energy  which  exists  in 
that  mode  of  motion  which  we  call  heat.  The  effect  of  this 
■■  force,  agent,  or  principle,"  as  Webster  defines  it,  to  change  the 
condition  of  matter  must  have  early  attracted  the  attention  of 
man,  for  he  very  soon  learned  to  melt,  cast  and  forge  metals, 
and  to  harden  his  pottery  by  its  aid,  as  well  as  to  cook  his  food. 
Ethnologists  conclude  that  no  race  or  tribe  of  men  ever  existed 
who  were  unacquainted  with  fire,  and  it  is  significant  that  in  all 
the  ancient  mythologies  the  god  of  fire  was  the  one  who  had 
charge  of  the  engineering  department  of  the  cultus.  This  would 
indicate  that,  even  in  the  earliest  times,  heat  and  engineering 
were  closely  associated.  We  cannot,  however,  find  that  the 
development  of  power  in-  the  agency  of  heat  was  attempted  be- 
fore the  days  of  Hero,  one  hundred  years  i)rior  to  the  Christian 
era,  unless  we  credit  the  statement  that  the  celebrated  statue  of 
that  great  engineer,  Ameuojjliis  III.,  which  the  Greeks  mistook 
for  a  statue  of  their  god  Memnon,  was  earlier  caused  to  salute 
the  sunrise  by  an  audilile  sound  produced  through  the  heat  of 
the  sun's  rays  expanding  air  in  a  closed  vessel. 

It  was,  however,  reserved  for  the  century  immediately  preced- 
ing the  present,  to  bring  into  being  that  greatest  step  in  engineer- 
ing art,  the  modern  heat  engine.  It  is  not  necessary  before  this 
audience  to  recapitulate  the  triumphs  of  this  age  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  source  of  power,  or  to  enumerate  the  ways  in  which 
it  serves  mankind.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  is  estimated  that  the 
steam  engines  of  the  world  at  the  present  time  equal  in  capacity 
for  work  twice  that  of  the  total  working  population  of  the  earth, 
and  that  there  is  scarcely  a  task  which  man  can  perform  which  is 
not  being  done  better  by  steam  power.  When  we  consider  that 
probably  80  per  cent,  of  these  engines  have  been  built  within 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  the  mind  refuses  to  contemplate  the 
possibilities  in  the  near  future,  shotild  the  increase  continue  at 
the  same  rate.  The  subjugation  of  this  power  has,  moreover, 
not  only  tended  to  save  labor  to  the  great  extent  above  indicated, 
but  it  has  shortened  the  distance  between  places,  measured  in 
time,  from  7.5  to  00  per  cent.,  and  by  so  much  has  added  to  our 
capacity  for   doing   business,   wherein  the   exchange   of  commodities 
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or  correspondence  forms  a  feature.  We  have  only  to  stop  and 
think  what  wouhl  be  tlie  result  upon  the  Inisiness  of  to-day  if  all 
the  steam  power,  including  railway  and  marine,  were  blotted  out, 
and  we  had  only  the  facilities  which  our  grandfathers  enjoyed  less 
than  one  hundred  years  ago,  to  form  some  idea,  though  it  must 
necessarily  be  an  inadequate  one,  of  the  benefits  we  derive  from 
the  subjugation  of  this  power  to  the  uses  of  mankind,  and  the 
indebtedness  of  the  world  to  the  mechanical  engineers  through 
whom  it  has  been  accomplished. 

It  has  been  said  that  fire  is  a  good  servant  but  a  bad  master, 
and  the  enormous  quantity  of  property  which  has  been  and  is  being 
annually  destroyed  by  it  •  would  seem  to  prove  the  aphorism.  The 
engineer  lias  subdued  it  in  some  respects,  and  compelled  it  to  do 
his  work,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  at  times  it  "takes  the 
bit  in  its  teeth,"  as  horsemen  say,  and  becomes  master  of  the 
occasion  in  spite  of  all  that  man  can  do  to  prevent  it.  It  is  in 
consequence  of  this  fact  that  $160,000,000  are  yearly  spent  in 
this  country  in  maintaining  insurance  companies  and  fire  depart- 
ments. The  experience  of  the  last  ten  years,  however,  leads  us 
to  hope  that  it  is  not  always  so  to  be.  Through  the  efforts  mainly 
of  two  of  the  members  of  this  society,  Mr.  Grinnell  and  Mr. 
Woodbury,  fire  has  been  compelled  to  set  a  watch  upon  itself  and 
act  as  its  own  fireman.  By  the  use  of  what  are  known  as  "  au- 
tomatic sprinklers,"  the  heat  of  the  fire  sets  in  action  a  discharge 
of  water  which  quickly  smothers  it  out.  So  efficient  is  this 
apparatus  that  it  has  reduced  the  losses  from  fires  where  it  has 
been  employed  951/^  per  cent.,  as  is  shown  by  the  records  for  ten 
years  of  the  Associated  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Companies  of 
Xew  England.  It  would  seem  that  this  is  about  the  last  step  in 
the  subjugation  of  this  mighty  force,  and  that  lionceforth  it  must 
submit  to  the  dominion  of  mind. 

Yet  another  great  force,  or  manifestation  of  force,  in  nature,  is 
already  yielding  its  neck  to  the  yoke  prepared  for  it  by  the  me- 
chanical engineer,  and  it  will  doubtless  ere  long  become  one 'of  his 
most  useful  servants.  In  ancient  times  it  was  known  only  as  the 
thunderbolts  of  Jove,  or  the  recoiling  hammer  of  Thor,  the  engi- 
neer god  of  our  Scandinavian  ancestors.  Its  subjugation  to  the 
uses  of  mankind  began  but  a  few  years  back,  comparatively,  but 
it  bids  fair  to  be  in  the  not  distant  future  the  most  docile  as  well 
as  the  most  powerful  force  at  the  command  of  man.  It  had  long 
been  known  as  a  terror,  and  had  been  played   with   as  a  toy,  but 
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our  own  FiiHikliii,  in  this  very  fity  wlieru  wu  aru  iiuw  assuinbleil, 
was  the  first  to  show  that  the  terror  ami  tlie  toy  were  one.  He 
not  only  made  the  lightning  a  plaything,  hut  he  taught  us  to 
ilivest  it  of  its  direst  dreads,  (^ther  ready  hands  took  up  the 
work  of  subduing  it,  and  now  it  rings  our  call  bells,  lights  our 
gas,  watches  sleeplessly  in  our  dwellings  for  burglars,  regulates 
the  heat  in  our  rooms  to  a  fraction  of  a  degree,  makes  our  plated 
ware  and  our  electrotyjjes,  duplicates  our  medals,  and  starts  our 
exhibitions  at  the  nod  of  a  president  or  a  king  a  thousand  miles 
away.  It  floods  our  streets  and  public  halls  with  light,  and 
furnishes  a  tiny  fire-fly  lamp  to  explore  the  inner  recesses  of  our 
bodies.  It  drives  our  sewing  machines  and  our  street  cars,  and 
is  even  trying  its  hand  at  boats  and  railways.  It  concentrates 
into  a  point  the  heat  equivalent  to  500  horse-power  of  work,  and 
vaporizes  metals  which  we  have  scarcely  been  able  otherwise  to  melt. 
It  welds  together  rods  and  shafts,  as  it  were,  with  a  touch,  and  smelts 
the  most  refractory  ores. 

But  its  most  useful  and  unique  service  is  as  a  carrier  of  mes- 
sages. It  takes  no  note  of  time  or  distance,  but  runs  as  quickly 
ten  thousand  miles  as  one.  When  the  genius  of  Shakespeare  in- 
spired the  brain  of  the  immortal  Puck  to  conceive  the  boast  that 
he  would  "  put  a  girdle  around  the  earth  in  forty  minutes,"  he 
could  not  have  foreseen  the  girdles  of  wire  which  now  surround 
the  globe,  and  on  which  even  more  sprightly  elves  than  Puck 
liimself  travel  around  the  globe  with  the  speed  of  thought.  It 
was  two  hundred  years  after  Shakespeare  wrote  "  Midsummer 
Xight's  Dream"  before  the  first  telegraph  line  was  built.  That 
was  in  the  lifetime  of  many  of  those  who  hear  me  to-night.  At 
the  present  time  no  less  than  1,700,000  miles  of  telegraph  wire  are 
stretched  upon  poles  throughout  the  world,  and  eleven  cables  lie 
upon  the  ocean's  bottom  connecting  continents,  not  counting  short 
cables  between  islands,  etc.  We  read  at  our  breakfast  tables  in 
the  morning  the  news  of  the  wliole  world  of  the  events  of  the 
evening  before,  some  of  it  at  an  earlier  hour  than  it  occurs,  and 
business  men  trade  with  customers  one  thousand  or  three 
thousand  miles  away  with  almost  the  same  facility  as  witli  their 
ne.xt  door  neighbors. 

And  this  is  not  all.  This  wonderful  sprite  will  carry  our  very 
voices  miles  away,  and  whisper  our  words  in  the  ear  of  a  listen- 
ing friend,  with  every  intonation  and  individual  peculiarity,  so 
perfect  that  the  hearer  imagines  that  he  hears  us  speak.     And  to 
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all  intents  iind  purijoscs  it  is  tlie  snnie,  for  iie  never  fails  to  rejjeat 
lis  with  the  fidelity  of  the  Chinese  artisan  who  copies  all  the 
l)iitches  and  darns  and  flyspecks  with  the  same  accuracy  as  he 
does  the  more  important  items  of  his  pattern.  So  it  has  come  to 
pass  that  we  can  talk  with  our  friends  hundreds  of  miles  away  as 
readily  as  if  they  sat  by  our  side,  and  it  is  possible  for  us  to  listen 
to  an  opera  or  a  sermon  without  leaving  our  own  fireside.  And 
now  comes  one  who  has  taught  the  electric  genius  to  write  or 
draw,  at  almost  any  distance  and  at  the  same  instant,  the  very 
words  and  characters  we  trace  with  our  pen  as  we  sit  at  our  desk, 
so  that  our  correspondent  in  Baltimore  or  Boston  sees,  as  it  were, 
the  very  motion  of  our  pen  before  his  eyes  and  recognizes  our 
liandwriting. 

But  I  need  not  enumerate  the  wonders  which  mechanical 
genius  and  skill  have  wrought  in  this,  our  day,  in  the  line  of  the 
first  grand  commission  to  "subdue  the  eartli."'"  You  see  them  all 
about  you.  You  bask  in  tlieir  beneficence.  Life  to  you  would 
no  longer  be  life  were  you  deprived  of  the  advantages  you  enjoy 
through  their  existence. 

The  question  only  remains,  A\'liat  will  be  tlic  outcome?  To 
what  shall  we  look  forward  as  the  field  For  fiitui'e  achievement? 
Can  we  go  on  at  the  same  rate  of  advancement,  or  must  we  per- 
force  stop,  as  did  Alexander,  for  want  of  other  worlds  to  conquer? 
Towards  the  end  of  the  last  century — after  Priestley  had  discovered 
oxygen;  Galvani  had  found  the  supposed  secret  of  life;  the  Leyden 
jar  had  shocked  crowned  heads  as  well  as  philosophers;  Watt 
had  lirought  steam  into  practical  use;  Arkwright  had  invented 
the  spinning  frame  and  Cartwright  the  power  loom;  Murdoch  had 
begun  lighting  buildings  by  gas;  Cort  had  invented  the  puddling 
furnace  and  the  rolling  mill,  and  Tennant  had  produced  chloride 
of  lime  and  applied  it  for  bleaching  purposes — a  prominent  sci- 
entist said  that  the  end  of  discovery  must  be  about  reached,  and 
that  there  could  be  no  probability  that  the  next  age  would  ad- 
vance as  rapidly  as  that  had  done !  But  discovery  has  followed 
discovery  in  a  geometrically  progressing  ratio,  until  at  the  present 
time  we  stand  aghast,  ancl  say;  "What  inn  coine  next?"  It  is, 
however,  probable  that  the  future  will  bring  many  a  discovery  and 
application  of  knowledge,  as  far  beyond  anything  we  can  now 
imagine  as  sewing  machines  and  mowing  machines,  railroads  and 
steamships,  celluloid  and  dynamite,  rock  drills  and  rotary  print- 
ing   presses,    vulcanized    india-ruliber    and    Bessemer    steel,    boring 
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for  oil  and  burning  water  gas,  pliotography  and  tlie  plionograph, 
electric  light  and  electric  smelting,  tlie  telegraph  and  the  tele- 
])hone,  the  spectroscope  and  hundreds  of  other  discoveries  and 
inventions  of  the  nineteenth  century,  were  beyond  the  thoughts  of 
(lur  grandfathers  one  hundred  years  ago. 

But  though  we  cannot  foretell  what  wonderful  things  may  be  in 
store  for  us  in  the  future,  we  ma}-  at  least  speculate  a  little,  based 
upon    the   knowledge   we   now   have.     I    have   spoken   of   the   prob- 
able   exhaustion   of   our   coal    fields,   and    the    necessity    of    finding 
some  substitute.     There  is  a   source  of  heat  fully  capable  of  sup- 
nlving  all  we  need,  if  it  can  be  utilized;  that  is  the  sun.     It  has 
If  to  be  generally  admitted  that  coal  is,  in  a  sense,  nothing  but 
lidensed  sunlight,   stored  up  in  ages   past  for  our  present  use. 
.Now  if  we  can  only  devise  means  for  imprisoning  the  heat  of  the 
sun,   so   as  to  use  it  as   we  may  need,   then  we   can   abandon   our 
coal  mines  and  forget  that  they  ever  existed.     The  amount  of  this 
heat,   in   one  minute,  as  determined  by  the  United   States  expedi- 
tion   to    ilount   Whitney,   is   sufficient   to   heat   one   gram   of   water 
three    degrees    centigrade    for    each    square    centimeter    of    the    ex- 
posed  surface   of   the   earth.      But   this   conveys   little   idea   to   the 
mind  not  educated  to  think  in  such  measures.     It  may  be  better 
li-rstood  if  we  say  that  it  is  equivalent  to  the  heat  generated  by 
'     combustion   of,   in   round   numbers,   one   thousand   millions   of 
ti  ais   of  coal  for  every  minute   in ,  the  year :  or   one   million   three 
hundred   thousand   times   as   much   as  is   now   mined.      Surely  this 
is  sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  mankind,  and  already  an  honored 
I  liber   of   our    Society,    Captain   Ericsson,   has    shown   us   how   a 
lion  of  it  can  be  conserved.     But  the   question  may   be   asked, 
Mt  would  be  the  result  upon  the  condition  of  things  should  this 
1.   which  now  goes  to  warm  the  earth  and  promote  vegetation, 
used    for   other   purposes?      To   this    it    may    be    answered  that 
the  earth  does  not  grow  warmer  year  by  year,  all  the  heat  it 
'  ives  must  be  either  changed  to  other  forms  of  energy,  or  be 
radiated  into  space.     It  is  likely,  therefore,  that  the  heat  radiated 
from   the   earth   is   nearly  as   great   as   that   received,   and   possibly 
some  way  may  be  discovered  to  catch  it  on  its  outward  journey, 
if  it  be  found  that  the  amount  necessary  for  our  purpose  would 
rob  nature  of  her  share.     But  as  the   burning  of  four   hundred 
million  tons  of  coal,  and  probably  as  much  more  wood,  upon  the 
earth  per  annum,  does  not  seem  to  perceptibly  alter  the  character 
of  our  seasons,   it   is   probable   that   a   similar  amount   taken   from 
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the  heat  received  from  the  sun  would  not  produce  a  noticeable  effect 
upon  the  processes  of  nature. 

But  we  must  learn  to  conserve  our  heat  Ix'tter,  and  instead  of 
the  present  wasteful  mode  of  making  power  b\'  means  of  steam, 
by  which  only  one-tenth  of  the  heat  generated  is  utilized,  some 
better  means  must  be  discovered  of  turning  heat  into  work.  The 
generation  of  electricity  directly  by  the  combustion  of  coal  has 
often  been  suggested  as  a  possible  thing,  and  one  of  our  members, 
Mr.  Edison,  is  even  now  working  with  some  success  upon  the  prob- 
lem. Should  some  future  genius  succeed  in  utilizing  the  heat  as 
fully  in  a  thermo-electric  generator  as  is  now  done  in  our  steam 
boilers,  the  coming  age  will  get  its  power  at  one-fifth  the  cost  of 
the  most  economical  engines  of  this  day,  and  then  if  the  radiant 
heat  of  the  sun  can  be  caused  to  take  the  form  of  electrical  force, 
factories,  railroads,  and  steamships  will  be  driven  and  lighted  with 
no  expense  beyond  the  interest  and  wear  and  tear  of  the  machin- 
ery. 

It  is  not,  however,  necessary  for  us  to  wait  for  the  discovery  of 
this  efficient  thenno-electric  generator  Ijefore  we  can  conserve  our 
fuel.  We  now  have  the  means  liy  which  the  water  power  which 
is  going  to  waste  can  be  transmitted  to  localities  where  more  power 
is  demanded.  Electric  dynamos  have  attained  to  as  high  as  90 
per  cent,  efficiency,  and  if  they  can  be  made  perfectly  re\ersible, 
which  at  least  seems  probable,  we  should  be  able  to  transmit 
power  with  comparatively  small  loss.  The  M-ater  power  of  the 
world  is  estimated  at  200,000,000  horse-power,  and  when  we  have 
conserved  this  we  shall  have  enough  to  supply  the  world's  work 
for  years  to  come;  then  there  are  the  enormous  energies  of  the 
tides,  and  of  the  winds,  which  might  be  added  thereto,  when  we 
have  perfected  storage  batteries,  so  that  the  extremes  of  efPort  of 
such  forces  may  be  graded  down  into  a  constant  mean. 

In  looking  about  for  fields  to  concjuer,  the  question  springs  to 
the  mind.  Shall  we  ever  fly?  That  has  been  one  of  the  dreams  of 
mankind  from  tlie  earliest  ages.  He  has  looked  upon  the  birds 
as  they  sailed  through  the  air,  apparently  without  effort,  and  has 
wondered  why  he  could  not  attain  to  the  same  mode  of  motion. 
Why  not?  It  is  simply  a  question  of  sufficient  power  within  a 
given  weight.  The  weight  of  our  steam  engines  per  horse  power 
has  been  decreased  37  per  cent,  in  the  last  five  years,  and  we  are 
not  yet  at  the  end.  We  are  also  reducing  very  rapidly  the  weight 
of  our  dynamos  and  electric  engines  in  proportion  to  their  power. 
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so  tliiit  it  is  now  lint  oiu'-tiuartur  of  what  il  was  live  years  ago. 
Whoii  iiuiu  lias  luarned  to  generate  power  willi  say  cue-tenth  the 
weight  of  apparatus  that  is  now  required,  then  by  making  the 
framework  of  liis  flying  macliine  of  aluminum  tubes,  there  is  no 
good  reason  to  doubt  that  he  will  become  master  of  the  air,  as  he 
is  now  master  of  the  water,  and  will  be  able  to  fly  from  place  to 
place  with  all  the  certainty  and  safety  of  a  bird. 

But  I  will  not  detain  you  by  further  speculations  as  to  the  fu- 
ture triumphs  of  our  profession.  That  they  will  be  great,  does  not 
admit  of  a  doubt,  in  view  of  the  past.  That  they  will  be  more 
wondi'rfid  and  important  than  we  can  now  comprehend,  is  proba- 
ble from  the  analogy  of  history.  That  they  will  elevate  and  en- 
noble man.  lift  him  out  of  many  of  his  present  limitations,  and 
make  him  tiie  master  where  now  he  is  the  victim,  is  certain,  be- 
cause that  has  always  been  the  effect  heretofore,  and  because  it  is 
the  end  for  which  the  engineer  is  commissioned.  This  Society  is 
to  be  a  factor  in  such  result.  Its  every  meeting  to  mingle  expe- 
riences, to  discuss  causes,  to  compare  attainments,  and  to  encour- 
age research,  is  a  step  toward  the  final  achievement  when  every 
force  in  nature  and  every  created  thing  shall  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  man. 
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NOTES  ON  EESULTS  OBTAINED  FROM  STEEL 
TESTED  SHORTLY  AFTER  ROLLING. 

BY  EDGAR  C.  FELTON,  STEELTOX,  PA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Two  years  or  more  ago  some  interesting  facts  were  noticed  in 
connection  with  certain  tests  then  being  made  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Steel  Co.  on  structural  steels  for  a  well-known  bridge  across  the 
Oliio  Eiver.  Tliese  facts  were  as  follows:  The  inspector  employed 
)3y  the  Bridge  Company  for  whom  the  work  was  being  done,  being 
in  a  great  hurry  to  leave  our  works,  had  tested  several  heats  on  the 
same  day  that  the  test  bars  had  been  rolled,  and  had  rejected  each 
heat  so  tested;  the  cause  of  rejection  in  each  case  being  a  low  per- 
centage of  reduction  of  area.  Several  days  later,  pieces  cut  from 
the  same  bars  were  tested  and  found  to  fill  the  requirements  of  the 
same  specifications  perfectlj-,  the  percentage  of  reduction  of  area 
in  the  last  test  pieces  broken  being  much  higher  than  in  those 
broken  on  the  same  day  that  the  bar  was  rolled.  Here  was  evi- 
dently sometliing  worth  investigating.  Knowing  the  very  mislead- 
ing conclusions  which  can  be  obtained  by  reasoning  from  an  insuf- 
ficient number  of  experiments  where  the  conditions  are  as  compli- 
cated and  variable  as  in  the  making  of  a  steel  bar,  it  seemed  best 
to  get  as  large  an  accumulation  of  data  as  possible  together,  and 
then  endeavor  to  read  their  story  and  deduce  a  theory  which  would 
explain  wliat  they  told.  Accordingly,  at  such  times  as  it  has  been 
possible  during  the  past  two  years,  experiments  have  been  carried 
on  by  testing  bars  of  steel  immediately  after  rolling  and  again  after 
several  days  have  elapsed,  and  the  data  so  accumulated  are  now 
thought  to  be  sufBcient  to  arrange  and  discuss  intelligently. 

The  steel  tested  was  all  of  a  structural  quality  and  made  by  the 
open  hearth  process,  the  conditions  of  working  being  kept  uniform 
as  nearly  as  possible.  After  melting,  the  steel  almost  without  ex- 
ception passed  through  the  following  stages  of  manufacture:  an  in- 
got 14  inches  square  and  weighing  about  2,850  lbs.  was  poured,  I'e- 
lieated  and  rolled  into  a  bloom  7  inches  square.    This  7-incli  square 
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l)loom  was  next  reheatuil  and  uitluT  haiiuiiureil  or  rolled  into  a  -l- 
incli  square  billet.  The  billet  was  reheated  and  in  the  ease  of  the 
"guide"  rounds  was  rolled  at  once  into  a  %  inch  round  bar;  in  the 
ease  of  the  "  hand '"  rounds,  was  broken  down  to  about  1%  inches 
square,  reheated  and  rolled  into  a  ^4  inch  round  bar.  For  the  better 
understanding  of  those  unfamiliar  with  the  practical  work  of  the  roll- 
ing mill,  I  will  explain  the  difference  between  the  '"  hand "  and 
■■  guiile  '•'  round.  The  liaud  round  is  made  by  rolling  the  billet 
into  a  bar  of  rectangular  section,  the  shortest  side  of  the  rectangle 
lieing  a  trifle  longer  than  the  diameter  of  the  round  into  wdiich  the 
bar  is  to  be  rolled.  This  piece  of  rectangular  section  is  formed  by 
several  grooves  in  the  rolls  into  a  round  slightly  larger  than  the  fin- 
ished bar  is  to  be,  and  this  round  is  then  passed  through  the  finish- 
ing groove  of  the  rolls  several  times,  the  bar  being  rotated  after 
each  pass  through  about  90°.  A  new^  portion  of  its  surface  is  thus 
brought  in  contact  with  the  rolls  in  each  succeeding  pass.  The  re- 
ductions at  each  pass  in  this  method  of  rolling  are  very  small  and 
the  heat  at  which  the  work  is  done  is  very  low.  The  guide  round,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  rolled  as  follows :  a  bar  of  rectangular  shape  is  first 
made  and  then  rolled  into  a  bar  of  elliptical  section,  the  conjugate 
axis  of  the  ellipse  being  slightly  less  than  the  diameter  of  the  round 
which  is  to  be  made  from  it.  This  elliptical  bar  is  next  thrust  be- 
tween guides  which  are  made  to  fit  it  closely  and  hold  it  firmly 
with  its  transverse  axis  in  a  vertical  position,  into  the  finishing 
Liroove  of  the  rolls  which  forms  it  at  one  pass  into  a  round  bar. 
Almost  the  entire  surface  of  the  bar  is  in  contact  with  the  rolls  in 
this  finishing  groove,  and  the  amount  of  reduction  is  very  much 
irreater  than  is  the  case  with  the  hand  round;  the  heat  at  which 
tlie  work  is  done  is  much  higher  also.  The  principal  differences 
in  the  methods  of  rolling  the  two  are  these:  that  the  hand  round  is 
finished  at  a  much  lower  temperature  by  passing  through  the  fin- 
ishing groove  in  the  rolls  a  considerable  number  of  times  with 
\ery  slight  reductions  each  time.  The  guide  round,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  finished  at  a  much  higher  temperature  by  being  squeezed 
at  one  pass  from  an  ellipse  into  a  round,  the  amount  of  work  done 
in  this  pass  being  considerable.  It  will  thus  be  seen  at  a  glance 
by  any  one  familiar  with  the  working  of  steel  that  the  work  done  in 
finishing  the  hand  round  takes  effect  on  the  surface  principally, 
while  that  done  in  finishing  the  guide  round  affects  the  whole  area 
of  the  bar.  The  work  done  on  the  hand  round  is  approximately 
the  same  as  that  done  on  the  universal  plate  mill,  now  so  largely 
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used  in  hriduc  and  girder  eonstniction,  -while  that  done  on  the 
guide  round  is  very  much  like  that  to  which  an  angle  bar  is  sub- 
jected ill  rolling.  It  was  thought  well  to  go  thus  particularly  into 
the  difference  between  the  two  methods  of  rolling  the  test  bars, 
since  a  considerable  difference  was  found  in  the  results  obtained 
from  hand  and  guide  rounds. 

In  the  following  table  the  results  obtained  from  hand  and 
guide  rounds  are  grouped  separately.  In  both  tables  the  averages 
of  results  obtained  from  pieces  tested  within  twenty-four  hours  of 
the  time  of  rolling  are  compared  with  the  averages  of  results  ob- 
tained from  pieces  cut  from  the  same  bars  but  tested  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  after  rolling.  The  tables  are  further  subdivided 
into  groups  according  to  the  ultimate  strength  of  the  heats  included 
in  them.  The  data  contained  in  the  tables  were  obtained  by  break- 
ing 446  test  pieces  from  102  separate  open  hearth  heats.  The  tests 
were  all  made  on  one  testing  machine  running  at  a  constant  rate  of 
speed,  and  all  conditions  were  made  as  uniform  as  possible.  The 
elastic  limit  was  in  all  cases  determined  by  the  dropping  of  the 
beam  of  the  machine,  and  the  percentage  of  elongation  was  taken 
on  an  original  length  of  8  inches. 

TABLE  I. 

RESULT.S   FROM    HAND    ROUNDS. 

„   ,     ..           Elonga-  _,    ,.    ,.    ..  Ultimate 

Reduction       ,.  Elastic  limit, 

,            „         tion  m          ,,  strength, 

of  area.  Per    ,„,  „            lbs.  per  ,. 

h  .  Per                 .  lbs.   per   sq. 

cent.                                 aq.  in.  .    , 

Group  1.  Averages  from  5  heats  of  60,000  to  65,000  lbs.  ultimate  strength. 

50,09  25,79  45,689  61,821      .4 v.  of  10  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rollinB. 

53.93  26.90  44,482  62,206     Av.  of  5  tesU  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

-1-2.14  -1-1.11         -1,207  +385      Increase  or  decrease. 

Group  2.      .Iveraae  from  5  heats  of  65,000  to  70,000  lbs.  ultimate  strength. 

51.88  25.87  48,277  67,807      Av.  of  32  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

52.23  25.62  47,806  67,717      Av.  of  12  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

+2.07  -.25  -471  -ISO      Increase  or  decrease. 

Group  3.     Averages  from  6  heats  of  70,000  to  75,000  /6s.  ultimate  strength. 

38.17  22.61  47,946  72,063      Av.  of  21  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

41.12  23  27  48,248  72,250      Av.  of  20  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

+2.95  +  .66  +302  +197      Increase  or  decrease. 

Group  4.     Averages  of  3  heats  of  75,000  to  80,000  lbs.  ultimate  strength. 

39.90  22.55  52,998  77,380     Av.  of  10  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

46.66  23.31  52,189  77,487      Av.  of  8  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

-16.76  +1.06  -809  +107      Increase  or  decrease. 
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\tcrages  of  1  hfat  of  S 
Elonga-     „....,.,. 


1,000  lo  So.OOO  lbs.  ultimate  strength. 


83,821      Av.  of  7  teste  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 
83.857      Av.  of  3  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 
+   36     Increase  or  decrease. 

General  averages  of  20  heats. 
72,544      Gen.  av.  of  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 
72.703      Gen.  av.  of  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 
+  109      Increase  or  decrease. 

TABLE  II. 

ULT.?    FROM    GriDE    ROCNDS. 


cent.  mch. 

Group  1.     Averages  of  3  heals  of  55,000  lo  00,000  /6s.  ultimate  strength. 

58.13  28.27  39,116  58,193      Av.  of  6  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

57.17  28.92  38,397  58,630      Av.  of  10  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

+  .96  +.65  +719  +437      Increase  or  decrease. 

Averages  of  6  heats  of  60,000  to  65,000  /6s.  ultimate  strength. 
49.94  26.28  41,985  63,674      Av.  of  10  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

51.07  26.93  41.532  64,270      Av.  of  22  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

+1  13  +  .73  -453  +596      Increase  or  decrease. 


50.65 
52.10 
+1.45 


I  of  18  heats  of  65,000  to  70.000  /6s. 
44,267  67,60(1       ^       -'  .'^  t 

44,097  68,042 


strength. 

ithin  24  h.  of  rolling. 


+    33 


170 


+  3>.: 


Group  4.  Averages  of  15  heats  of  70,00i)  i^  ,.:.   '  "i  ;..u;i  strength. 

47.80  24.41  46.498  71.630      Av.  of  24  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

48.94  24.85  46.332  72,268      .\v.  of  36  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

+1.14  +.44  -166  +638      Increase  or  decrease, 

'.r.jup  5.  Averages  of  18  heats  of  75,000  to  80,000  /6s.  ultimate  strength. 

42,22  23.01  50,045  77,767      Av.  of  35  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

44.55  22.20  49,731  77,968      Av.  of  47  tests  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

+2.33  -.81  -314  +201      Increase  or  decrease. 


roup  6.  Averages  of  14  heals  of  SO.OOO  to  85,000  /68 

40.64  20.79          51,322           81,385      Av.  of  16  tei 

41.88  21.21          51,157          82.152     Av.ofSOtei 

+1.24  +.42           -165           +767      Increase  or  ( 


ultimate  strength. 

9  made  within  24  b.  of  rolling. 


Croup  7.  Averages  of  8  heats  of  85.000 

36.87  19.41           54,145           86,78 

37.49  19  87          54.237           87,312      Av.  of  16  tests  madf 

+  .62  +  -46         +.92             +.525      Increase  or  decrease 


0,000  /6s.  ultimate  strength. 

Av.  of  8  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 


General  c 

46,768  72,442      Gen.  av.  of  tests  made  within  24  h.  of  rolling. 

46.498  72.949     Gen  av.  of  testa  made  24  h.  or  more  after  rolling. 

—  270  +  507      Increase  or  decrease. 
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From  a  stiuly  of  the  averages  contained  in  these  tables  it  will 
be  seen,  that,  with  some  few  exceptions,*  the  tests  made  tiveut}'- 
four  hours  after  i-olling,  when  compared  with  those  made  within 
twenty-fonr  hours  of  rolling,  show  an  increase  in  the  percentage- 
of  reduction  of  area,  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  elongation, 
a  decrease  in  the  elastic  limit,  and  an  increase  in  the  ultimate 
strength.    The  percentage  of  change  is  as  follows : 

Increase  in  redue-  Increase  in  Decrease  in  Increase  in  ulti- 

tion  of  area.  elongation.  elastic  limit.  mate  strength. 

Hand  Rounrts  6.2^^^  2.4%  0.8%  0.15% 

Guide  Rounds  2.1%  1.4%  0.6%  0.07% 

Tliese  changes  occur  so  uniformly  throughout  the  different 
groups  in  which  the  results  are  arranged  that  it  seems  very  proba- 
ble that  this  "  seasoning "  of  steel,  as  it  may  be  called  for  want  of 
a  better  term  to  describe  it,  always  takes  place  after  rolling,  al- 
though its  effects  may  be  so  modified  in  particular  cases  as  not  to  be 
noticed.  To  find  an  entirely  satisfactory  explanation  of  these 
clianges  is  a  diflBcult  matter. 

A  first  glance  at  the  results  recorded  above  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  they  are  to  be  explained  by  and  perhaps  help  to  prove 
the  theory  of  a  gradual  change  after  rolling  in  the  form  of  the 
carbon  contained  in  the  metal.  This  theory  maintains  that  what- 
ever graphitic  carbon  is  included  in  steel  at  the  time  it  is  finished 
in  the  rolls  is  continually  and  slowly  passing  from  the  graphitic 
state,  in  which  it  is  disseminated  in  fine  particles  through  the  metal, 
into  the  combined  state,  in  which  it  either  forms  a  definite  chemical 
compound  with  the  iron  or  else  is  united  with  it  in  the  same  way 
that  metals  unite  to  form  an  alloy.  If  this  change  of  gi-aphitic  to 
combined  carbon  does  take  place  we  should  expect  it  to  increase 
the  ductility  of  the  metal,  that  is  to  increase  its  percentage  of  re- 
duction of  area  and  its  percentage  of  elongation.  Exactly  these 
changes  are  seen  to  take  place,  in  the  tests  recorded  in  the  tables. 
But  the  same  change  from  graphitic  to  combined  carbon  does  not 
satisfactorily  explain  the  lowering  of  the  elastic  limit,  although 
it  may  explain  the  increase  of  the  ultimate  strength,  l)oth  of 
which  are  also  characteristic  of  the  "seasoning"  of  steel.  Nor 
does  the  change  of   carbon  theory  explain  why  the  hand   rounds 

•These  exceptions  are:  The  percentage  of  reduction  of  area  in  Table  II., 
Group  1;  the  percentages  of  elongation  in  Table  I.,  Group  2,  and  Table  II., 
Group  5;  the  cla.stic  limits  in  Table  I.,  Groups  3  and  5,  and  Table  II.,  Group  7: 
and  the  ultimate  strength  in  Table  I,  Group  2. 
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sliuw  the  ert'ei-ts  of  "  seasoning  "  to  a  so  mueli  greater  extent  than 
the  guide  rounds  do.  In  fact,  it  cannot  be  made  to  give  a  satisfac- 
tory solution  of  the  changes  noticed  above  in  the  physical  charac- 
teristics of  steel.  An  entirely  satisfactory  explanation  of  these 
changes  I  have  not  been  able  to  find,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
to  be  looked  for  in  a  modification  of  the  relations  of  the  molecules 
of  the  metal  brought  about  by  the  mechanical  treatment  to  which 
it  is  subjected  in  rolling,  rather  than  in  a  chemical  change  such  as 
tiie  graphitic  and  combined  carbon  tiieory  calls  for. 

It  is  certain  beyond  any  question  that  during  the  process  of  roll- 
ing the  molecules  of  the  bar  are  forced  very  violently  over  one  an- 
other, although  this  is  done  while  the  interior  of  the  bar  is  at  a 
temjierature  high  enough  to  admit  of  the  molecules  moving  over 
-one  another  with  tolerable  freedom  and  without  weakening  to  any 
great  extent  the  power  which  holds  them  together.  The  treatment 
to  wliich  the  molecules  of  the  surface  or  "  skin "  of  the  bar  are 
subjected  is  different  in  several  important  particulars  from  that  which 
the  molecules  in  the  interior  portion  of  the  bar  receive..  The  former 
are  at  a  much  lower  temperature  than  the  latter,  being  cooled  by 
the  surrounding  air,  and  while  the  work  of  reduction  is  put  on 
them,  are  in  contact  with  the  cold  mass  of  the  roll.  Tliere  is, 
consequently,  a  much  greater  resistance  to  movement  over  one  an- 
other among  them  than  among  the  molecules  of  the  interior.  At 
the  same  time  they  are  subjected  to  the  powerful  wiping  action  of 
the  surface  of  the  rolls.  When  it  is  considered  that  each  point 
of  the  surface  of  the  roll  in  contact  with  a  round  bar  is  travel- 
ing at  a  different  rate  of  speed  from  its  neighbors,  owing  to  the 
change  in  the  diameter  of  the  roll  at  each  point  of  contact,  it  will 
readily  be  seen  what  a  complication  of  movements  the  molecules 
are  trying  to  execute  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  being  compressed 
liy  the  squeeze  of  the  roll  upon  them.  The  result  of  this  wiping 
action  of  the  roll  upon  the  comparatively  cool  molecules  of  the 
surface  of  the  bar  must  be  a  very  violent  and  forcible  movement 
among  them,  and  a  consequent  partial  destruction  of  the  power 
which  holds  them  together.  Other  things  being  equal,  the  cooler 
the  surface  is  and  the  more  times  the  wiping  operation  is  repeated, 
the  more  loss  of  cohesion  among  the  molecules  we  should  expect  to 
find.  Consequently  the  hand  rounds,  which  are  subjected  to  the 
wiping  action  of  the  rolls  oftener  and  at  a  lower  temperature  than 
the  guide  rounds,  should  show  the  effects  of  "  seasoning  "  in  an  ex- 
:aggerated  degree.     Furthermore,  our  theory  must  now  assume  that 


44  STEEL    TE8TED    SHORTLY    AFTEK    liOLLIXG. 

the  attnicti.m  lictwreii  the  iiKilendes.  which  has  l)een  rudely  dis- 
turbed and  wealvenod  by  tlie  action  o!  rolling,  gradually  grows 
stronger  as  time  elapses.  In  other  words,  the  molecules  must  be 
supposed  to  regain  their  lost  grip  upon  cacli  other  after  they  are  al- 
lowed to  rest. 

Now,  an  increase  in  the  attraction  which  holds  the  molecules  of 
a  bar  of  steel  together  means  an  increase  in  tlie  ductility,,  elasticity 
and  strength  of  the  bar.  Going  back  to  the  tables  of  tests,  we 
find  that  the  tests  made  twenty-four  hours  and  more  after  rolling, 
when  compared  with  the  tests  made  within  twenty-four  hours  of 
rolling,  show'  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  reduction  of  area 
and  percentage  of  elongation;  that  is,  an  increase  in  ductility;  a 
lowering  of  the  elastic  limit,  that  is,  an  increase  in  elasticity;  and 
an  increase  in  the  ultimate  strength,  that  is,  an  increase  in  strength. 
Furthermore,  comparing  the  results  obtained  from  the  hand  rounds 
with  those  obtained  from  the  guide  rounds,  we  find  that  the  hand 
rounds  which  have  been  subjected  to  the  wiping  action  of  the  rolls 
a  greater  number  of  times,  and  at  a  hiwer  temperature  than  the 
guide  rounds,  have  gained  more  in  ductility  and  elasticity,  but  not 
in  strength,  by  their  rest  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  percentage  of 
gain  in  the  two  is  as  follows : 

Increase  in  redvio-  Increase  in  Decrease  in  Increase  in  ulti- 

tioii  of  area.  elongation.  elastic  limit.  mate  strength. 

Hand  Hounds  ti:2%  2A%  0.8%  0.15% 

Guide  Rounds  2.1%  1.4';,  0.0%  0.7  % 

Excepting  the  case  of  the  uliimale  stivngth,  this  i.s  what  we 
should  expect,  since  the  rougher  the  treatment  is  to  which  the 
molecules  are  subjected  the  more  their  power  of  holding  together 
is  lessened,  and  the  greater  their  gain  would  be  on  being  allowed 
to  rest  and  renew  their  lost  hold  on  each  other.  Tlie  exception  to 
the  general  rule,  shown  by  the  very  slight  gain  in  ultimate  strength, 
by  the  hand  rounds,  I  am  unable  to  explain.  Whether  the  aver- 
age of  a  greater  number  of  tests  would  show  a  greater  gain  in 
ultimate  strength,  or  would  further  confirm  the  exception,  can 
only  be  told  by  making  further  experiments.  It  is  certainly  true 
that  the  exception,  as  it  stands,  weakens  the  testimony  of  the  other 
results  toward  establishing  the  theory. 

To  sum  up:  The  tests  made  upon  the  three-quarter  inch  round 
bars  seem  to  prove  quite  conclusively  that  after  rolling  steel  in- 
creases in  percentage  of  reduction  of  area,  in  percentage  of  elon- 
gation and  in  ultimate  strength,  and  decreases  in  elastic  limit.     I 
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liiive  endoavored  to  aciouut  I'or  tla'se  changes  by  supposing  that  the 
rough  mechanical  treatment  of  tlie  metal  by  the  rolls  has  ti'inpo- 
rarily  weakened  the  hold  of  its  molecules  upon  each  other,  and  that 
this  liold  is  regained  when  the  metal  is  allowed  to  rest. 


Mr.  Jarab  /.'('('.-■('.— Mr.  Felton  has  called  our  attention  to  a 
very  important  uuitter.  Steel  is  now  wrought  in  so  many  struct- 
ural forms,  and  used  in  so  many  places  where  the  lives  of  persons 
are  in  danger,  that  it  becomes  our  duty  as  engineers  to  search  for 
the  cause,  of  every  phenomenon  exhibited  in  its  manufacture  or  its 
use.  And  in  this  matter  now  under  consideration,  I  think  Mr. 
Felton  has  pointed  in  the  right  direction  when  he  says  the  phe- 
nomena in  question  were  in  some  manner  due  to  the  movement 
of  the  molecules  composing  the  metal. 

Steel  is  a  compound  of  iron  and  carbon,  with  more  or  less  man- 
ganese, silicon,  phosphorus  and  otlier  objectionable  matter;  the 
iron  and  other  elementary  bodies  per  se  are  inert;  their  energy 
is  derived  from  the  imponderable  physical  forces  by  which  they 
are  endowed;  by  virtue  of  these  forces  the  atoms  form  molecules, 
and  the  molecules  assume  a  physical  structure,  in  which  neither 
the  atoms  in  the  molecule  nor  the  molecules  in  the  physical 
structure  touch  each  other  at  any  time,  nor  are  they  at  any  time 
in  a  state  of  absolute  rest.  When  we  rupture  a  bar  of  steel  by 
tensile  strain,  we  do  not  rupture  the  iron  per  se,  but  rather  rup- 
ture the  molecular  resultant  force  which  holds  the  molecules  to- 
gether in  the  section  under  strain. 

The  physical  force  that  draws  the  molecules  together  is  inher- 
ent in  the  molecules,  hence  its  effective  power  diminishes  with  the 
distance  of  its  object. 

When  the  molecules  are  most  close  to  each  other  they  are 
most  quiet,  and  when  farthest  apart  they  are  the  most  active. 

Temperature  is  the  measure  of  molecular  activity  as  weight  is 
the  measure  of  matter;  hence  an  increase  of  temperature  in- 
dicates an  increased  molecular  activity,  an  increased  distance 
lictwcen  the  molecules,  and  a  corresponding  reduction  of  the 
nii)lcciilar  resultant  force. 

Assuming  that  molecules  possess  a  long  axis  at  their  equators 
and  a  shorter  axis  at  their  electric  poles,  in  the  act  of  rolling,  the 
movements    of    the    molecules    will    be    in    line    of    tlieir    equatorial 
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axes ;  and  as  the  bite  of  the  rolls  on  a  bar  of  steel  is  different  at 
every  point,  there  will  be  produced  a  differential  movement  of  the 
molecules,  and  when  the  bar  is  finished  the  molecules  will  be  left 
in  an  almormal  attitude  to  each  other. 

Xow  there  are  two  distinct  causes  operating  on  the  bar:  1st.  As 
the  temperature  lowers,  the  activity  of  the  molecules  diminishes; 
they  assume  a  closer  attitude  to  each  other,  and  the  molecular 
resultant  force  increases,  which  would  exhibit  an  increased  tensile 
and  compressive  ability  and  a  reduction  of  ductility.  3d.  The 
molecules  are  in  an  abnormal  attitude,  and  must  be  brought  to 
their  normal  relation  to  each  other  before  the  bar  will  assume  its 
most  healthy  tone;  this  can  only  be  done  by  annealing,  that  is,  by 
holding-  the  bar  for  a  given  time  at  the  same  or  a  slightly  higher 
temperature  than  that  at  which  it  was  rolled,  thus  giving  the 
molecules  time  and  ability  to  adjust  themselves  to  their  normal 
healthy  attitude  to  each  other. 

The  phenomena  exhibited  in  the  tables  of  Mr.  Felton's  paper 
are  due  to  a  cold  flow  of  the  molecules  while  adjusting  themselves 
towards  their  normal  relation.  Now,  assuming  that  the  normal 
relation  of  the  molecules  is  when  their  electric  or  short  axes  are 
parallel  with  the  length  of  the  bar;  in  the  act  of  rolling  the  mole- 
cules are  drawn  into  a  right  angle  to  their  normal  relation  to  each 
other,  with  their  long  axes  parallel  with  the  length  of  the  bar,  and 
their  short  electric  axes  across  the  bar.  When  the  rolling  ceases 
the  moleciales  commence  to  adjust  themselves  towards  their  nor- 
mal relation  to  each  other,  but  as  their  activity  is  less  than  when 
they  were  drawn  into  the  abnormal  relation,  they  are  unable  to 
resume  their  normal  relation,  but  this  movement  towards  their 
normal  relation  goes  on  even  after  the  temperature  has  fallen  below 
sixty  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

When  this  cold  flow  takes  place,  the  short  axes  take  the  place 
of  the  long- axes  (differentially),  and  it  consequently  increases  the 
distance  between  the  molecules  (on  that  line),  increases  their 
ductility,  elongation  and  reduction  of  area;  decreases  the  elastic 
limit,  and  if  the  flow  had  been  perfect,  as  in  annealing,  there 
would  also  be  a  corresponding  reduction  in  ultimate  strength. 

In  hand  rolling,  the  work  is  done  at  a  lower  temperature  ami 
with  a  greater  number  of  passes,  hence  the  molecules  are  left  in 
a  worse  condition  than  in  the  guide  rounds.  In  the  act  of  an- 
nealing there  is  always  a  greater  change  in  hand  rounds  than  in 
guide  rounds. 
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I  think  that  inolecular  physii'S  will  exjilnin  many  of  the  wonder- 
ful, mysterious  phenomena  wliiih  hotlier  the  engineers  of  the 
present  day. 

Mr.  Wm.  Heiriit. — ^Ir.  Felton,  in  explanation  of  the  greater 
gain  in  elasticity  and  ductility  of  the  hand  rounds,  remarks,  "  that 
it  is  natural  to  expect  that  the  rougher  the  treatment  is  to  which 
tile  molecules  are  subjected,  the  more  their  power  of  holding  to- 
gether is  lessened,  and  the  greater  their  gain  would  be  on  being 
allowed  to  rest  and  renew  their  lost  hold  on  each  other."  It  is 
not  clear  to  me  that  the  material  which  iindergoes  the  least  reduc- 
tion in  the  finishing  pass,  even  though  subjected  to  this  pass  a 
number  of  times  at  a  low  temperature,  receives  a  rougher  treat- 
ment than  that  which  undergoes  a  much  heavier  reduction  in  one 
pass  at  a  higher  temperature.  I  should  suj)pose  it  would  make  a 
considerable  difference  at  what  temperature  the  metal  left  the 
rolls,  but  without  more  definite  information  on  this  point  I  do  not 
see  how  any  very  satisfactory  conclusions  can  be  drawn.  I  know- 
in  rolling  rods  we  always  endeavor  to  finish  them  as  hot  as  possi- 
ble. Very  much,  no  doubt,  also  depends  on  the  molecular  struct- 
ure of  the  bars  when  they  left  the  rolls,  and  the  temperature  at 
which  tliey  are  finished  might  have  considerable  influence  on 
this.  Some  very  interesting  facts  on  this  point  will  be  found  in 
the  discussion  of  the  paper  on  "  The  Injurious  Effect  of  a  Blue 
Heat  on  Steel  and  Iron,"  by  Mr.  Strohmeyer,  which  I  called  atten- 
tion to  in  the  discussion  of  the  paper  by  Mr.  Coffin.  This  discussion, 
which  was  rather  a  remarkable  one  in  many  respects,  elicited  con- 
siderable information  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  working-  steel  at 
various  temperatures,  and  some  apparently  conflict in^'  stnicinents. 
The  general  conclusion  which  I  drew  from  it,  however,  was  that 
if  steel  was  worked  at  a  low  temperature,  say  a  dull  red  or  a  blue 
heat,  while  the  carbon  or  any  portion  of  it  was  in  that  state  de- 
scribed in  the  paper  on  "  Steel  Car  Axles "  as  hardening  car- 
bon— the  state  which  it  assumes  when  heated  to  a  high  tempera- 
ture and  when  it  possesses  the  property  of  imparting  a  temper  to 
the  metal  if  suddenly  cooled — the  effect  is  injurious  and  the  bar  or 
metal  is  permanently  weakened.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  carbon 
exists  in  the  non-hardening  state  and  the  structure  of  the  metal  is 
free  from  crystallization,  the  effect  of  working  at  a  blue  heat  is 
similar  to  that  of  cold  rolling;  the  strength  and  elasticity  of  the 
material  are  considerably  elevated  at  a  slight  sacrifice  of  ductil- 
ity.    I  call  attention  to  this  paper  with  the  idea  that  it  may  sug- 
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gest  an  explanation  of  the  diffei-enc-e  in  the  etl'ect  of  hand  rolling 
and  rolling  in  guides.  In  reading  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Anderson 
on  the  paper  to  which  I  have  referred,  it  appears  that  it  does  not 
always  follow  that  the  rougher  the  treatment  that  the  metal  re- 
ceives the  less  will  be  the  cohesive  force  between  the  molecules. 
Such  treatment  may  often  assist  in  breaking  up  crystallization,  as 
instanced  by  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Chernoff  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Anderson.  A  specimen  of  boiler  plate  which  was  heated  to  a 
bright  red  heat  and  allowed  to  cool  very  slowly  exhibited  a  crys- 
talline structure,  and  instead  of  being  benefited  by  this  careful 
annealing  proved  to  have  received  a  positive  injury,  whereas  a 
similar  specimen  heated  to  the  same  temperature  and  then  ham- 
mered lightly  and  rapidly  till  the  temperature  had  fallen  to  a  Ijlue 
heat  was  sound  and  good. 

As  to  the  gradual  recuperative  properties  of  bars  after  rolling, 
the  experiments  are  very  interesting  and  instructive;  the  i:>he- 
nomenon  is  probably  one  due  to  the  gradual  siibsiding  of  the 
molecules,  which  were  no  doubt  in  a  high  state  of  agitation  im- 
mediately after  the  bars  left  the  rolls.  The  flow  of  metals  is  a 
subject  which  appears  to  have  received  but  slight  attention  at  the 
hands  of  engineers,  and  the  query  arises,  does  this  flow  ever  en- 
tirely cease? 

I  have  noticed  that  liai-s  whicli  have  ])een  thrown  aside  as  defec- 
tive, and  have  lain  in  the  yard  a  long  time,  so  long  indeed  that 
they  have  become  very  rusty,  improve  in  quality  with  age,  and 
the  older  and  rustier  they  get  the  better  they  seem  to  be.  Some 
may  be  inclined  to  accept  this  statement  with  a  good  deal  of 
allowance  as  a  fact  existing  to  a  large  extent  in  the  imagination, 
but  I  am  very  glad  to  note  that  the  statement  is  corroborated  by 
the  observations  of  such  high  authority  as  Prof.  Thurston.  (Ma- 
terials of  Engineering,  Vol.  2,  page  576.) 

I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Felton  what  advantage  there  is  in  finish- 
ing from  a  groove  of  elliptical  section?  In  rolling  rods  we  always 
finish  from  what  we  term  an  oval;  that  is,  the  shape  formed  by 
the  intersection  of  two  circles  of  equal  diameters, 

Mr.  Felton.— A  few  words  in  answer  to  Mr.  Hewitt.  He  remarks 
that  the  explanation  given  of  the  greater  gain  of  the  hand  rounds 
in  elasticity  and  ductility  seems  insuiBcient,  since  it  is  not  clear 
that  the  molecules  of  the  hand  rounds  have  received  rougher 
treatment  in  rolling  than  those  of  the  guide  rounds.  In  descril*- 
iug  the  difference  between  the  methods  of  rolling  the  hand   and 
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guitle  louiuls,  I  slioulcl  have  explained  more  fully  my  reasons  for 
supposing  that  the  moleeiiles  of  the  hand  rounds  were  more 
roughly  treated  than  those  of  the  guide  rounds.  It  is  true,  as  Jlr. 
Hewitt  says,  that  the  guide  round  receives  a  much  heavier  reduc- 
tion in  the  finishing  pass  than  the  hand  round  receives  in  the  sev- 
eral passes  which  are  required  to  finish  it.  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  molectiles  of  the  guide  round  are  therefore  treated  as 
roughly  as  those  of  the  hand  round.  The  guide  round  receives 
such  a  heavy  reduction  at  so  high  a  temperature  in  the  finishing 
pass  that  there  is  a  uniform  and  easy  flow  throughout  its  entire 
mass.  The  molecules  at  its  center  are  moved  and  drawn  over  each 
other  in  very  much  the  same  manner  as  those  nearer  its  surface, 
and  the  bar  may  be  spoken  of  as  nearly  homogeneous,  looked  at 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  relations  of  its  molecules  to  each  other. 
The  hand  round,  on  the  contrary,  receives  many  slight  reductions 
at  a  low  heat,*  and  consequently  the  flow  of  its  molecules  is  prin- 
ripally  in  the  neighborhood  of  its  surface.  The  molecules  at  its 
renter  tend  to  remain  stationary,  and  those  at  and  near  its  surface 
tend  to  move  in  the  direction  of  the  length  of  the  bar.  The  mole- 
cules in  one  part  of  the  bar  are  consequently  under  a  different 
strain  from  those  in  another  part  of  the  bar,  and  the  bar  may  be 
spoken  of  as  unhomogeneous  as  far  as  the  relations  of  its  mole- 
cules to  each  other  are  concerned.  It  is  thus  clear,  I  think,  that 
the  force  which  holds  the  molecules  together  has  been  more 
-cverely  strained  in  the  hand  rounds  than  in  the  guide  rounds,  and 
we  may  speak  of  the  molecules  of  the  former  as  having  been  more 
rouglily  treated  than  those  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  Hewitt  further  says  that  the  difference  in  the  results  ob- 
tained from  the  hand  and  the  guide  rounds  may  perhaps  be  ex- 
plained by  the  facts  brought  out  in  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Stroh- 
meyer"s  paper  on  the  '"  Effects  of  Working  Steel  at  Blue  Heat." 
The  effect  of  the  different  temperatures  of  finishing  in  the  two  kinds 
of  rounds  is  undoubtedly  very  great,  as  is  explained  above.  But  as 
tlie  steel  in  tlie  case  of  both  kinds  of  rounds  was  heated  to  a  work- 
iiL'  temperature — the  amorphous  structure  of  Chernoff — and  then 
-lied,  the  finishing  heat  in  no  case  approaching  anything  like  a 
•  lue  heat,  it  is-  plain  that  no  difference  in  the  state  of  the  carbon 
in  the  two  kinds  of  rounds  is  possible,  and  that  consequently  we 

*That  the  hand  rounds  were  finished  at  a  lower  heat  than  the  guide  rounds  is 
<'i  inclusively  proved  by  the  higher  elastic  limit  shown  by  them  for  a  given  ulti- 
mate strength. 
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cannot   explain   the   differences   in   the   results    of   the   tests    in   the 
manner  suggested  by  Mr.  Hewitt. 

In  answer  to  tiie  question  as  to  why  the  guide  rounds  were 
formed  from  a  bar  of  ellijitical  section  rather  than  from  an  oval,  I 
would  says  that  exijerience  has  taught  us  that  a  bar  of  this  shape 
fills  out  the  round  more  perfectly  than  an  oval.  I  think  Mr. 
Hewitt's  experience  has  been  with  much  smaller  rounds  than  were 
used  in  my  experiments.  It  is  the  usual  practice,  I  know,  in  roll- 
ing wire  rods  to  form  the  round  from  an  oval  such  as  is  spoken  of 
by  Mr.  Hewitt.  In  making  larger  rounds  the  uniform  practice  is, 
I  think,  to  roll  from  a  bar  of  elliptical  shape. 
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EXPEniMEXTS  AXD  EXPEUIEyCE.^  WITH  BLOWERS. 

BY    HENRY    I.    SNELL,    PHILADELPHIA,    PA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

KcxxiXG  a  fan  blower  to  the  best  advantage  is  a  problem  not 
generally  solved,  and  one  that  is  often  cast  aside  as  being  too 
small  a  matter  to  require  the  attention  of  the  mechanical  engineer 
of  the  establishment,  who  thinks  his  genius  and  acquirements  can 
be  better  employed  in  determining  the  relative  merits  of  "  cut  offs  " 
or  '■'  combustion  of  fuel."  There  is  a  greater  distinction  in  being 
able  to  talk  learnedly,  and  calculate  on  economy  which  will  produce 
a  horse-power  with  a  consumption  of  less  than  two  pounds  of  coal 
per  hour,  than  there  is  in  being  able  to  select  and  put  in  operation 
a  blower  with  at  least  one-half  the  power  which  one-half  the  blowers 
are  using  in  this  country  to-day. 

In  this  paper  it  is  merely  proposed  to  open  the  way  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  neglected  subject,  and  to  do  something  toward 
removing  the  prejudice  and  ignorance  concerning  it,  by  giving  the 
Society  some  of  the  experiences  which  have  been  met,  and  in  making 
some  deductions  from  them  and  suggestions  regarding  them.  The 
object  of  this  paper  is  not  to  give  rules  and  ideas  in  relation  to  the 
best  construction  or  proportion  of  blowers;  but  data  of  power  re- 
quired, pressure  obtained,  and  quantities  of  air  delivered  which 
have  been  attained,  and  should  be  expected  from  commercial  blow- 
ers already  in  the  market  in  general  use. 

Fan-blower  calculations  can  be  made  wliich  will  be  realized  in 
practice  with  as  much  certainty  as  any  other  engineering  calculation, 
but  in  making  them  all  the  elements  of  the  problem  must  be  con- 
sidered and  no  guesswork  allowed.  With  a  good  groundwork  to 
start  from,  comparison  and  association  of  ideas  and  experiences  are 
much  to  be  preferred  to  the  unintelligent  use  of  elaborate  formula, 
especially  when  the  formulse  contain,  as  they  often  do,  cnustants 
dependent  in  their  values  upon  variable  thermometrical,  barometri- 
cal, hygrometrical,  or  any  other  metrical  condition.  In  earlier  days 
it  was  thought  necessarv  to  carry  all  calculations  out  to  the  seventh 
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or  seveiiteentli  decimal  to  be  sure  of  getting  just  the  correct  answer. 
In  some  of  my  old  note-books  the  value  of  jt  was  carried  out  to  136 
decimals ;  now  I  am  generally  content  to  call  it  3  1-7.  These  are  the 
faults,  if  they  are  faults,  of  3'outh  and  a  too  liberal  education,  and 
are  generally  corrected  as  old  age  and  exj^erience  creep  over  us. 
When  letters  similar  to  this  are  to  be  answered :  "  How  much  power 
will  it  take  to  run  a  fan  to  deliver  11,386  cubic  feet  of  air  per  min- 
ute under  a  pressure  of  1.156  oz.  per  sq.  inch?"  inclinations  prompt 
me  to  reply  "  Not  much,"'  biit  courtesy  and  a  desire  to  make  a  sale 
let  them  down  easy. 

I  propose  first  to  give  some  tables  relating  to  the  velocity  of  air 
under  pressure,  then  some  experiments  upon  blowers  under  vari- 
ous conditions,  and  finally  to  discuss  the  results  obtained. 

For  the  purposes  of  discussion  farther  on  the  following  tables 
have  been  calculated,  giving  velocities  of  air  discharging  through  an 
aperture  of  any  size  under  the  given  pressures  into  the  atnujsphere. 
The  volume  discharged  can  be  obtained  by  multiplying  the  area  of 
discharge  opening  by  the  velocity,  and  this  product  by  tlie  coefficient 
of  contraction:  .65  for  a  thin  plate  and  .93  when  the  orifice  is  a 
conical  tube,  with  a  convergence  of  about  3.5  degrees  as  determined 
by  the  experiments  of  Weisbach. 

Table  Xo.  1  gives  velocity  in  feet  per  minute,  for  very  light  pres- 
sures, varying  from  .01  to  .10  oz.  per  sq.  inch. 

Table  No.  2  gives  velocity  for  pressures  varying  by  ICths,  from 
one  16th  up  to  one  inch,  and  by  8ths  up  to  3  inches  water  pi'essure. 

Table  Xo.  3  gives  velocities  for  higher  pressures,  varying  by  1^4 
oz.  up  to  1  lb.  per  sq.  inch,  which  may  be  considered  the  practical 
limit  to  be  attained  with  a  fan  blower. 

As  these  tnlihs  will  lie  absolutely  true  for  only  nue  condition  of 
things,  it  Jiiay  Ijc  sinicd  that  they  are  calculati'd  at  a  barunietric^al 
pressure  of  J  4.6!)  lbs.  equals  235  oz.,  and  for  a  temperature  of  50 
degrees  Fahr.  from  the  formula  V=V3gh. 

Allowances  have  been  made  for  the  effect  of  the  compression  of 
the  air.  but  none  for  the  heating  effect  due  to  the  compression. 

.\t  a  temperature  of  50  degrees,  a  cubic  foot  of  air  weighs  .078 
lbs.,  and  calling  g=  33.1602,  the  above  formula  may  be  reduced  to 


V,  =  6flV31,5812X(835— P)XP, 
where  V,  velocity   in   feet    \h'v  minute. 

P=pressure   alii)\-e   atiiinsphcie,    m   tlie   picssure 
in  oz.  per  sq.  inch. 
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TABLE  NO.  1. 


516.90 
722 . 64 
S9.5 .  26 
1033. SO 
1155.90 
1266.24 
1367.76 
1462.20 
1550.70 
1635.00 


TABLE  NO.  2. 


Prrasure  per  sq. 

Corresponding 

Velocity  due  the 

inch  in  inches  of 

pressure  in  ozs. 

pressure  in  feet 

water. 

per  square  inch. 

per  minute. 

A 

.01817 

696.78 

" 

.03634 

987.66 

.07268 

1393 . 75 

A 

. 10902 

1707.00 

J4 

. 14536 

1971.30 

A 

.18170 

2204.16 

% 

.21804 

2414.70 

A 

.25438 

2608.41 

M 

.29072 

2788.74 

1^ 

.32706 

2958.12 

^ 

.36340 

3118.38 

H 

.39974 

3270.84 

'/* 

.43608 

3416.64 

M 

.47240 

3.556.56 

J^ 

.50870 

3690.62 

H 

.54500 

3820.33 

1 

.58140 

3946.17 

IJ^s 

.6541 

4186.25 

1J4 

.7267 

4362.62 

I'/s 

.8000 

4671.10 

11^ 

.8721 

4836.06 

.9448 

50.34.32 

l^-i 

1.0174 

.5224.98 

IJ/g 

1.0901 

.5409.26 

2 

1 . 1628 

5587.58 
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TABLE  NO.  3. 


Pressure  in  oz. 

Velocity  in  feet 

Pressure  in  oz. 

Velocity  in  feet 

per  sq.  inch. 

per  minute. 

per  sq.  inch. 

per  minute. 

.25 

2582 

8.25 

15100 

.50 

3658 

8.50 

15334 

.75 

4482 

8.75 

15566 

1.00 

5178 

9.00 

15795 

1.25 

5792 

9.25 

I        16021 

1.50 

6349 

9.50 

16224 

1.75 

6861 

9.75 

16465                    '• 

2.00 

7338 

10.00 

16684 

2  25 

7787 

10.25 

16900                    ; 

2.50 

8213 

10.50 

17113 

2.75 

8618 

10.75 

17324 

3.00 

9006 

11.00 

17534 

3.25 

9379 

11.25 

17841 

3.50 

9739 

11.50 

17946 

3.75 

10085 

11.75 

18149 

4.00 

10421 

12.00 

18350 

4.25 

10748 

12.25 

18550 

4.50 

11065 

12.50 

18747 

4.75 

11374 

12.75 

18943                    ' 

5.00 

11676 

13.00 

19138 

5.25 

11970 

13.25 

19331 

5.50 

12259 

13.50 

19522 

5.75 

12541 

13.75 

19712 

6.00 

12817 

14.00 

19901 

6.25 

13088 

14.25 

20088 

6.50 

13354 

14 .  50 

20273 

6.75 

13616 

14.75 

20458 

7.00 

13873 

15.00 

20641 

7.25 

14126 

15.25 

20822 

7.50§ 

14374 

15.50 

21002 

7,75 

14620 

15.75 

21182 

8.00 

14861 

16.00 

21360 

The  experiments  were  made  as  follows:*  The  power  was  meas- 
ured by  means  of  a  recording,  rotating  dynamometer  placed  be- 
tween the  driving  shaft  and  the  blower.  The  variations  of  speed 
were  made  by  changing  the  pulleys  upon  the  counter-shaft.  The 
revolutions  were  noted  by  means  of  a  speed  counter,  on  the  counter- 

*As  these  experiments  were  made  at  the  expense  of  B.  F.  Sturtevant,  of  Bos- 
ton, to  whom  the  woriil  is  indebted  more  than  to  any  other  man  for  the  improve- 
ment and  development  of  the  blower,  it  is  but  just  that  the  credit  of  them 
should  be  given  to  him,  and  it  will  be  an  assurance  also  of  the  care  with  which 
they  were  made  and  the  accuracy  of  the  residts. — H.  1.  S. 
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shiit'i.  till'  t'lnls  of  the  lilower-sluit't  bi>iiig  covered  so  that  no  other 
ineiins  coulil  lie  used:  In-  multiplying  the  sjjeed  of  counter-shaft 
l)v  the  ratiit  of  jnillevs  on  it  and  on  the  blower,  the  speed  of  the 
blower  was  obtained.  A  slight  error  in  the  speed  of  the  fan  was 
])ossii)le  through  slipping  of  belt,  although  comparing  the  speed  of 
belt,-  which  could  readily  be  obtained,  with  calculated  speed  of  cir- 
cumference of  pulleys  on  both  counter-shafts  and  fan,  none  of 
importance  was  detected  until  the  high  power  used  was  greater 
than  belts  are  usually  expected  to  convey. 

The  pressure  of  the  air  was  determined  by  the  usual  water 
column,  and  the  time  of  the  experiment  by  a  stop  watch.  Each 
experiment  was  of  five  minutes  duration,  thus  obtaining  the  revo- 
lutions per  minute  with  greater  accuracy.  Each  blower-wheel  was 
carefully  measured:  and  the  discharge  openings  had  been  care- 
fully made  and  measured  previous  to  any  of  the  experiments,  and 
were  so  arranged  as  to  be  readily  adjusted  in  place. 

TABLE  NO.  4. 


h 
■= 
1 
i| 

1 

1 

1 
If 

1 

1 
1 

1 

Theoretical  vol.  per 
min.  that  may  be 

ESS;- 

1 

1 

1519  a 

0 

3.50 

0 

.80 

1048 

2 

1479  6 

6 

3.50 

406 

1.15 

353 

1048 
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.613 
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14 
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;  repeated  .3  separate 


Discussing  first  a  set  of  experiments  made  with  a  blower  for  the 
puipose  of  determining  the  changes  in  pressure  and  power,  resulting 
from  increasing  the  size  of  the  opening  for  the  delivery  of  the  air; 
the  inlets  into  the  fan  remaining  the  same,  throughout  the  series. 


oG  KXPICIilMEXTS    AND    EXPEIilEXCES    WITH    BLOWEUS. 

and  the  revolutions  the  same  as  nearly  as  possihle.  The  fan  wheel 
was  23  inches  in  diameter,  6%  inches  wide  at  its  periphery,  and 
had  an  inlet  of  121/2  inches  in  diameter  on  either  side,  which  was 
partially  ohstructed  by  the  pulleys,  which  were  5^/^^  inches  in  diam- 
eter. It  had  8  blades,  each  of  an  area  of  45.49  sq.  inches.  The 
experiments  were  carefully  made,  and  in  many  cases  repeated  a 
number  of  times;  the  object  being  to  get  at  the  facts,  and  not  to 
prove  any  favorite  theory. 

The  discharge  of  air  was  through  a  conical  tin  tube  with  sides 
tapered  at  an  angle  of  314  degrees.  The  actual  area  of  opening 
was  7%  greater  than  given  in  the  tables  to  compensate  for  the  vena 
contracta. 

In  the  last  exi)eriiiient,  89.5  .sq.  in.  represents  the  actual  area  of 
the  mouth  of  the  blower  less  a  deduction  for  a  narrow  strip  of  wood 
placed  across  it  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  pressure  gauge.  In 
calculating  the  volume  of  air  discharged  in  the  last  experiment 
I  have  called  the  value  of  the  i^ena  contracin  .SO,  an  anunint  cer- 
tainly large  enough. 

The  slight  apparent  variations  in  the  calculated  percentages  of 
efficiency  may  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  difficulty  of  reading 
with  certainty  the  height  of  the  water  column  nearer  than  i/g  in.,  on 
account  of  its  capillarity,  and  to  difficulties  of  measuring  the  horse- 
power closer  than  .05. 

I  will  now  give  a  table  of  some  experiments  undertaken  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  results  obtained  by  running  the  same  fan 
at  different  speeds  with  the  discharge  opening  the  same  through- 
out the  series. 

The  discharge  jiipe  was  a  conical  tiabe  8I/2  inches  inside  diameter 
at  the  end,  having  an  area  of  5(j.?4,  which  is  7%  larger  than  53  sq. 
inches,  therefore,  53  sq.  inches,  equal  to  .368  sq.  feet,  is  called  the 
area  of  discliarge,  as  that  is  the  practical  area  by  which  the  volume 
of  ail'  is  coiiipiited. 

One  intcn'sting  IVature  will  be  observed  in  a  study  of  this  table, 
viz.:  As  the  revolutions  of  the  wheel  are  increased  the  velocities 
due  the  ])iessure  of  air  increase  in  greater  ratio  than  the  velocities 
of  the  peri])hery  of  the  wheel;  in  other  words,  the  air  will  escape 
from  the  discharge  opening  faster  than  the  outer  edge  of  the  wheel 
travels.  Eemembering  the  controversy  in  Chief  Engineer  Isher- 
wood's  time  over  "  negative  slip "  with  propeller  wheels,  I  do  not 
cai-c  to  open  a  similar  one  about  blowers.  I  merely  state  the  con- 
dition of  things  as  I  saw  them.     The  increments  referred  to  amount 
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to  aliout  I  per  cent,  for  eacli  ounce  pressure  increase.  For  in- 
stance, the  circumference  of  the  wheel  was  6.0214  feet.  At  600 
revolutions  the  velocity  of  the  periphery  will  be  3613  feet  per 
minute,  tlie  j)ressure  i^  o2.,  and  the  velocity  of  air  due  that  pres- 
ume 3.6.1S.  At  1,800  revolutions  the  velocity  of  wheel  !  0,830  feet, 
pri'ssuie  4.S  oz..  and  the  velocity  of  air  due  that  pressure  11,435 
l<M't,  or  about  5  per  cent,  greater. 

TABLE  No.  5. 


Revolmions 
minute 

per 

Pressure  in  oz. 

Vol.  of  Air  in  cu.  ft.  per 
mm. 

Horse-Power. 

600 

.50 

1336 

.25 

SOO 

.SS 

17S7 

.70 

1000 

1 .  3S 

2245 

1.35 

1200 

2  00 

2712 

2,20 

1400 

2  75 

3177 

3.45 

1600 

3.  SO 

3670 

5.10 

ISOO 

4  SO 

4172 

son 

20()() 

.5.95 

4674 

11  40 

'I'lie  best  useful  elfect  appears  to  be  attained  when  the  discharge 
o]ieninir  of  tlie  blower  about  equals  the  capacity  of  the  wheel;  the 
inlet  full  open  and  unobstructed.  The  same  relation  reversed,  I 
have  found  holds  true  with  exhaust  fans,  i.e.;  the  greatest  effi- 
ciency wiien  the  discharge  is  free  and  open  and  the  area  of  inlet 
openings  equal  the  capacity  of  the  fan  wheel ;  in  this  connection 
bear  in  mind,  long  pipes  or  those  with  bends,  enlargements  or  con- 
tractions in  them,  by  the  friction  of  air  through  them,  liave  the 
.-aine  effect  as  partially  closing  the  inlet  or  outlet  of  the  fan,  and 
where  air  or  material  must  be  convev'ed  long  distances,  allowances 
should  be  made  for  this  in  their  diameters. 

By  calculating  the  speed  of  the  periphery  of  the  fan  wheel  in 
the  above  experiments  and  comparing  the  results  with  the  table  of 
velocity  due  pressure  on  page  53,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  speed  of  the 
periphery  of  the  fan  wheel  approached  near  to  the  velocity  due 
the  pressure  of  air  when  the  area  of  discliarge  opening  is  equal  to 
the  area  of  the  blade;  but  I  have  compared  these  e.xperiments  with 
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others  of  a  similar  nature,  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing this  point,  as  for  instance,  using  wheels  of  a  greater  width,  Init 
of  same  diameter  in  the  same  blower  casing  as  used  above;  and 
have  observed  that  a  nearer  approach  to  the  equalization  of  the 
velocities  of  the  outer  circumference  of  the  wheel,  and  those  due 
the  pressure  of  the  air,  can  be  obtained  when  the  opening  of  dis- 
charge equals  the  diameter  of  the  wheel  multiplied  by  one-third  the 
width  of  same  at  its  circumference,  and  this  may  be  called  tlic 
'■  capacity  "  of  the  fan,  and  should  be  considered  the  starting  point 
from  which  all  calculations  begin. 

These  conclusions  depend  greatly,  of  course,  upon  the  propor- 
tions of  the  fan,  and  are  based  upon  those  used  in  the  "  Sturtevant," 
when  run  as  a  blower,  as  that  is  the  one  upon  which  all  tliese  ex- 
periments were  uuidc. 

I  have  never  found  any  prai-tical  dift'ereneo  in  the  cllicicncy  l)e- 
twccn  hlnwcrs  willi  curved  blades  and  tliose  with  straiglit  radial 
ones.  I  think  a  caiclul  examination,  into  the  action  of  a  particle  of 
air  tliniuuli  a  wheel,  will  disclose  the  fact  that  while  a  curved  float 
passing  through  a  hea\-y  inelastic  body,  as  through  water,  may  show 
a  marked  advantage  over  a  straight  one,  it  will  not  appear  in  a  fan 
blower,  where  a  large  quantity  of  air  in  proportion  to  that  passing 
through  the  wheel  is  rotating  at  as  great,  or  even  greater  velocity, 
than  the  wheel,  and  packing  itself  upon  the  concave  surface  of  the 
blade;  and  there  are  other  causes,  among  them  the  increasing  dens- 
ity of  the  air  as  it  passes  along  the  blades,  and  becomes  a  maxi- 
mum, after  leaving  the  wheel. 

Even  if  close  mathematical  calculations  can  funnulate  a  lhei)ry  on 
the  basis  that  particles  of  air  have  some  weight  and  Ihat  the  ellieiency 
of  the  blower  must  depend  upon  the  form  of  its  blades,  in  practice 
it  will  require  very  careful  and  accurate  experiments  to  find  any 
difference  in  the  power  required  to  run  it,  or  in  the  quantity  of  air 
delivered.  1  have  found,  in  my  experience,  cases  where  parties, 
using  blowers  with  wheels  having  curved  floats  were  running  them 
backward,  some  insisting  that  was  the  proper  way,  that  they  ob- 
tained better  results  tliat  way  than  the  other,  having  tried  the  other, 
and  thinking  it  wrong,  had  changed  it.  There  may  be  one  advan- 
tage in  the  construction  of  a  blower,  using  curved  floats  when  it  is 
intended  for  the  purposes  of  great  speed  and  high  pressure,  and 
that  is  stiUness,  hut  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  practical  advantage 
in  efficiency. 

It  is  neither   imjiier,   iiui'   the   object  of   this   papei',   to   extol   one 
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blower  or  dfur\-  another;  but  it  is  so  evident  tiiat  the  power 
required  to  run  one  is  such  a  bugbear  to  most  mechanical  shops,  and 
as  advantage  is  taken  of  this  fact  by  some  manufacturers  to  advertise 
theirs  as  taking  only  one-half  the  ]iower  of  otliers,  it  may  be  well 
to  examine  into  the  question  of  how  this  power  is  used  and  how  it 
is  wasted. 

From  experiments  already  given  it  will  he  seen  that  we  may 
expect  to  receive  back  65  to  75  per  cent,  of  the  power  exjiended 
and  no  more.  In  the  general  running  of  any  machinery  we  should 
not  expect  more,  and  when  we  read  or  hear  of  experiments  giving 
an  efficiency  of  more  than  100  per  cent,  or  closely  approaching  it 
( see  table  in  Vol.  YII.  of  Transactions,  page  547,  and  some  manufac- 
turers' catalogues),  we  should  take  them,  if  we  take  them  at  all, 
with  several  unusually  large  grains  of  salt. 

The  great  amount  of  power  often  used  to  run  a  fan  is  not  due 
to  the  fan  itself,  but  to  the  method  of  selecting,  erecting,  and  pip- 
ing it. 

I  will  give  some  cases  where  the  application  was  wrong: 

In  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  a  fan  was  examined  applied  to  a  cuiwla 
furnace  which  was  driven  by  an  engine  254  feet  away  by  means  of 
a  wire  rope;  the  fan  w-as  placed  in  a  pit  in  the  foundry,  and  dis- 
charged its  air  throttgh  an  underground  pipe  about  100  feet  long; 
this  pipe  had  gradually  fiUed  with  dirt  until  it  probably  had  less 
than  one-half  its  original  area,  and  the  strength  of  blast  had  be- 
cinue  strong  enough  to  prevent  any  further  deposits.  The  power  to 
run  the  fan  was  measured  by  an  indicator  on  the  engine,  and  showed 
aljout  twice  that  given  in  the  manufacturer's  catalogue:  the  differ- 
ence of  course,  must  be  attributed  to  loss  by  friction  of  transmis- 
sion and  by  friction  of  air  in  pipes  requiring  a  higher  speed  of  fan 
In  maintain  the  proper  pressure  at  the  end  of  the  pipe,  or  at  the 

At  an  iron  mill  in  Troy,  Xew  York,  were  three  fans  discharg- 
ing into  one  system  of  Idast  that  took  I  don't  know  how  many 
times  more  power  than  they  should,  and  as  it  may  prove  interest- 
ing and  useful,  I  present  a  sketch  of  the  arrangement.     (Fig.  1.) 

It  will  be  seen  that  three  fans  were  discharging  into  a  cylin- 
drical pipe  4  feet  in  diameter,  about  15  feet  long,  attached  to  one 
end  of  which  was  a  pipe  .3  feet  in  diameter  and  some  30  feet  in 
lengtii  with  one  easy  bend;  this  led  into  an  irregularly  shaped  re- 
ceiver from  which  three  pipes  of  different  diameters  radiated  in  the 
direction  of  the  different  furnaces,  and  from  these  pipes  branch  pipes 
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8,  ID,  and  12  iiu-lies  in  diameter  led  to  and  were  connected  with 
tlie  furnaces.  .Some  oi'  these  branch  pi])es  were  probal)!)'  over  200 
feet  long. 

The  blowers  supplied  blast  for  14  single  puddling  furnaces  using 
C,8()()  lbs.  of  coal  each  2i  liours; 

1  double  puddling  furnace  using  13,600  lbs; 

1  scrap  furnace  using  6,800  lbs. ; 

5  heating  furnaces  using  10,000  lbs.,  and  5  forges. 

The  pressure  in  the  4-foot  main   pipe   was  4";^   oz.   about    ",   f'j-t 


from  where  the  3-foot  pijjc  was  connected,  and  10  feet  from  that, 
or,  after  entering  the  3-foot  pipe  about  7  feet,  the  pressure  had  be- 
come reduced  to  3%  oz.,  showing  a  loss  of  1%  oz.  Following  along 
the  system  tbe  pressure  in  the  8-inch  pipes  near  the  various  fur- 
naces varied  I'lom  2%  oz.  to  IVic  oz.  The  power  developed  by  the  en- 
gine which  di'ove  the  fans  was  obtained  from  indicator  cards  taken 
May  2,  1873,  but  these  having  been  mislaid  I  am  unable  to  give 
the  amount  actually  used,  but  I  can  make  a  comparative  examina- 
tion of  the  power  used,  and  what  sliould  have  been  used  if  the 
power  had  been  properly  applied  by  the  selection  of  proper  fans 
and  proper  pipes,  which  will  illustrate  the  case,  and  how  such  cal- 
culation, near  enough  for  practical  purposes,  may  be  made. 

These  furnaces  burning  say  168,000  lbs.  of  coal  each  24  lioui-s,  or 
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7.0(10  per  hour  will  RH|uiie  v'li.'^oO  tul)k-  iVet  of  air  per  inimitu  at 
tlif  rate  of  225  cubic  feet  per  lb.  coal,  a  fair  and  average  allowance 
when  blowers  are  used. 

This  becomes  under  a  pressure  of  3  oz.,  which  I  will  take  as  the 
mean  pressure  of  discharge,  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  a  volume  of 
30,030  cubic  feet,  and  under  a  pressure  of  4%  oz.  the  pressure  at 
which  the  fans  were  running  equal  25,700  cubic  feet. 

1,833  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute,  theoretically,  may  be  discharged 

under  a  pressure  of  2  oz.  with  1  H.  P.,  and  752  cubic  feet  per  min- 

26,030  „    ^    , 

ute  at  a  pressure  of  4vs  oz.     Consequently—--     ;-  =14.20  II.  P.  in 

the  case  of  the  2  oz.  pressure,  and    ^——=34.2  H.  P.  with  -i'/f^  oz. 

pressure,  and  adding  50%  to  each  result,  making  the  efficiency  66-/3%, 
we  have  21.30  H.  P.  and  51.30  H.  P.  respectively,  and  the  differ- 
ence, or  30  H.  P.,  represents  the  loss  due  a  poor  arrangement  of 
jiipes,  etc. 

This  state  of  things  was  found  in  one  of  the  largest  concerns  in 
tlie  country  more  than  14  years  ago  and  may  be  running  in  the 
same  manner  to-day.  It  may  be  an  interesting  problem  to  calcu- 
late the  cost  of  manufacturing  power  in  that  establishment  on  the 
liberal  estimate  of  $50  per  horse-power  per  year,  $1,500,  which 
would  represent  a  capital  of  $25,000  at  6%  to  maintain  an  improper 
application  of  power  that  could  probably  be  remedied  at  an  expend- 
iture of  about  one-tenth  that  sum. 

This  has  not  been  selected  as  an  example  of  exceptionally  bad 
work,  for  others  have  been  found  equally  bad,  if  not  worse,  and 
all  caused  by  want  of  a  little  investigation  of  the  subject.  The 
above  comparison  has  been  made  on  the  assumption  of  the  quantity 
of  air  required  for  the  combustion  of  coal  used,  which  must  be 
nearly  correct,  but  should  the  volume  be  greater  or  less  the  same 
relative  value  would  be  obtained. 

When  complaints  are  made  "■  of  great  consumption  of  power  "  I 
first  see  if  a  blower  is  working  at  its  proper  efficiency,  and  then 
look  for  the  cause  in  improper  arrangements  or  application.  Small 
changes  in  circumstances  effect  great  changes  in  the  result.  While 
writing  this  article  I  was  called  to  point  out  the  reason  why  a 
pressure  blower  on  a  cupola  was  melting  only  about  one-half  the 
quantity  of  iron  which  it  was  recommended  to  do,  and  found  it  was 
one  about  which  an  article  had  been  published  in  the  American 
Machinist,   some   five   years   ago,    detailing   some   experiments    then 
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made,  wheu  the  results  were  iii  excess  of  the  reeommendatiou  and 
excelling  those  obtained  in  other  foundries.  Asking  what  changes 
had  been  made  in  the  arrangements,  I  was  informed  none  liad  been. 
"  We  are  running  the  same  speed,  using  the  same  blower  and  same 
piping,  and  charging  the  cupola  in  the  same  manner."  Testing  the 
pressure  I  found  all  that  was  due  to  the  speed,  and  the  blower  using 
no  excess  of  power.  It  was  run  about  2,150  revolutions  by  an  8  liy 
16  vertical  engine  at  70  revolutions  which  was  also  running  a  small 
machine  shop  at  the  same  time.  The  blower  was  working  under  a 
pressure  of  12  ounces  all  through  the  heat.  The  conundrum  is, 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  change?  Perhaps  there  was  a  change  in 
charging  that  has  been  overlooked  in  five  years.  I  prefer  not  to 
express  my  opinion  until  the  proprietors  have  made  a  little  investi- 
gation themselves. 

I  recollect  some  five  years  ago  a  paper  was  read  before  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  at  their  Washington  meeting, 
by  H.  M.  Howe,  "  On  the  Comparative  Efficiency  of  Fans  and  Posi- 
tive Blowers,"  in  which  he  was  convinced  against  his  will  that  fans 
gave  better  results  than  positive  blowers  even  at  high  pressure.  In 
this  jjaper  I  shall  not  enter  into  my  experiments  upon  that  point, 
but  will  merely  say  that  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  for  all 
purposes  of  blast  required  in  manufacturing  establishments  up  to 
and  including  cupola  furnaces,  the  fan  is  more  economical  in  power 
and  cost  of  repairs  than  any  "  positive  blower."  I  only  use  the  term 
positive  blower  technically,  for  up  to  the  pressures  required  for  the 
above  work,  or  say  to  1  lb.  per  square  inch  the  fan  blower  is  more 
positive  than  piston  blowers  or  those  with  revolving  pistons.  1  will 
take  the  liberty  of  extracting  from  the  above  paper  two  conclusions 
wliich  an  examination  of  this  paper  will  confirm : 

"  No.  9.  For  a  given  speed  of  fan  any  diminution  in  the  size  of  the 
blast  orifice  decreases  the  consumption  of  power  and  at  ihe  same 
time  raises  the  pressure  of  blast,  but  it  increases  the  cousumiition 
of  ])()wer  ]X'r  unit  of  orifice  for  a  given  pressure  of  blast. 

"  When  the  orifice  has  been  reduced  to  the  maximum  normal 
size  for  any  given  fan,  further  diminishing  it  causes  but  slight  ele- 
\ation  of  blast  pressure,  and  when  the  orifice  becomes  compara- 
tively sniall  further  diminishing  it  causes  no  sensible  elevation  of 
the  blast  pressure,  which  remains  practically  constant,  even  when 
the  orifice  is  entirely  closed. 

"No.  10.  Many  of  the  failures  of  fans  liave  been  due  to  tlie  low 
speed  01-  too  small  pulleys,  to  improi^er  fastening  of  belts,  or  to  the 
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liflts  being  too  nearly  vertical,  in  brief  to  bail  meehanieal  arrange- 
ment rather  than  inherent  defects  in  the  printii)les  of  the 
iiiaehine." 

niscussiox. 

Mr.  Daniel  Ashirorth. — Long  before  I  was  interested  in  placing 
loniniercial  blowei-s  practically  in  the  field,  I  had  had  some  experi- 
ence and  had  begun  to  consider  that  in  sowing  a  wind  we  were 
likely  afterward  to  reap  a  whirlwind  in  the  blower  business.  In 
one  case  several  years  ago  a  Sturtevant  blower  was  placed  with  a 
tliirty-inch  wheel  running  at  a  speed  of  fifteen  hundred  per  min- 
ute, and  it  was  represented  by  those  who  put  it  in  as  requiring 
six  horse  power.  At  that  time  it  was  intended  to  place  some 
electric  lights  in  the  establishment,  and  an  engine  was  secured 
having  sufficient  power  not  only  to  drive  this  fan  but  also  to  per- 
form the  duty  of  driving  the  dvTiamo.  A  fifteen  horse-power 
•  ngine  was  procured  for  that  work,  and  upon  getting  to  work  with 
the  fan  alone  it  was  found  that  the  engine  labored  exceedingly. 
Careful  tests  were  made,  the  pipe  was  correct,  and  everything 
mechanical  was  thoroughly  complete.  That  fan  required  fifteen 
and  three-tenths  horse  power.  The  Eochester  Tumbler  Company 
Iiave  a  blower  with  a  forty-four  inch  wheel  of  the  same  make, 
lieing  driven  at  1,"200  per  minute.  This  was  represented  by  the 
makers  to  absorb  twenty  horse  power  at  the  farthest.  Upon  get- 
ting right  down  to  work  with  tliis  fan  it  developed  forty-eight  and 
nine-tenths  horse  power.  This  test  was  doubted  by  the  parties, 
and  a  short  time  afterward  the  Hartford  engineering  people  were 
in  that  section  of  the  countr}-.  They  were  not  informed  as  re- 
irards  the  previous  tests  at  all;  they  were  merely  engaged  to  make 
I  thorough  test  as  to  its  power,  and  to  remove  all  doubts.  Their 
!' st  exactly  coincided  with  the  first,  and  since  that  time  a  number 
•f  tests  have  been  made.  Usually  the  first  point  to  be  made  by 
The  manufacturer  of  the  blower  before  arriving  upon  the  ground, 
is  that  there  must  be  something  radically  wrong  with  the  mechan- 
ical arrangements,  or  that  the  pipe  must  be  imperfect.  Those 
irentlemen  were  promptly  on  the  ground,  and  acknowledged  that 
the  piping  was  correct,  that  the  mechanical  arrangements  were 
perfect  in  detail,  and  finally  acknowledged  that  there  was  no  loop- 
hole to  get  out  of.  •  That  fan  to-day  is  absorbing  fifty  horse 
power. 

A  blower  was  put  upon  the  market  some  time  ago  which  was  to 
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run  with  liiilf  the  power  of  :iiiy  other  hlowfr.  1  found  that  one 
of  those  fans,  -l:"2-inch  wlieel,  at  1,000  revolutions,  required  42'/3 
horse  power.  The  same  fan  at  900  revolutions  is  absorbing  27'Vioo 
horse  power.  A  Boston  blower,  4:3-iuch  wheel,  with  900  revolutions, 
is  absorbing  IS'^/mo  horse  power. 

In  illustrating  the  enormous  power  absorbed  bj'  the  bad 
arrangement  of  piping  mentioned  in  this  paper,  it  is  attributed  to 
the  closing  up  of  the  discharges,  and  as  therefore  doubling  the 
power  necessar}'  to  rotate  the  wheel.  The  Westinghouse  Ma- 
chine Co.  received  from  us  a  fan  for  the  purpose  of  experiment- 
ing as  regards  the  power  to  be  developed  by  a  rotary  engine,  and 
at  the  same  time  there  was  another  test  on  hand  to  investigate  a 
method  of  ascertaining  the  power  required  by  a  fan,  by  the  use  of 
a  mercurial  gauge.  I  was  upon,  the  ground  to  witness  that  test, 
and  we  had  a  sliding  door  placed  over  the  mouth  of  the  fan  so  as 
gradually  to  close  the  aperture  entirely.  The  result  was  that  as 
we  closed  that  aperture  so  would  the  load  be  removed  from  the 
engine,  and  as  we  closed  it  entirely  the  engine  would  race  and  the 
mercury  would  go  right  down;  showing  that  the  mere  closing  of 
the  aperture  in  this  case  and  in  several  other  cases  does  not  ab- 
sorl)  more  power  than  before;  in  fact  it  decreases  it  rapidly. 

In  placing  our  blowers  on  the  market  as  we  do,  we  would  ex- 
pect to  reap  a  hurricane  were  we  to  place  a  blower  which  was 
rated  on  the  data  furnished  by  most  of  the  catalogues  of  to-day. 
We  stand  manfully  and  squarely  up  to  the  people,  and  instead  of  let- 
ting them  down  easily  we  say — No,  sir;  that  blower  will  take  so 
much  power.  We  have  refused  to  take  orders  for  blowers  by 
promising  people  that  they  will  take  so  much  horse  power  when  we 
conscientiously  believe  they  will  not  do  anything  of  the  kind,  and 
our  competitors  have  placed  them  in  and  have  had  to  reap  the 
whirlwind  by  taking  them  down  or  increasing  the  pow'er  of  the 
engine.  A  special  class  of  piping  to  which  I  would  call  attention 
has  been  applied  to  gas  works.  In  a  majority  of  cases  there  have 
been  good  sized  blowers  put  in,  and  the  piping  has  been  large — 18 
and  20  inches  diameter.  This  pipe  would  be  arranged  annular- 
wise  on  a  circle  about  50  to  70  feet  in  diameter,  interspersed  at 
points  of  about  eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  apart  by  vertical  pipes 
at  right  angles  to  this.  There  has  been  no  sparing  of  pains  to 
make  every  detail  perfect.  We  have  followed' that  up  thoroughly. 
We  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  all  angles,  in  these  pipes,  so  as  to 
produce  the  best  result.     It  was  the  common  practice  some  years 
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ago  to  liiivc  this  mniii  in  a  scriis  of  striiiizlit  pipfs  diviilcd  into  an 
oi-tUfion.  \\'c  fondi'inu  that  practiru,  Init  use  tlir  r(mtimioiis 
curve  to  grive  the  best  etticiencv  to  any  hhiwcr  that  may  be  at- 
taclied  to  the  plant.  But  we  understand  that  the  data  furnished 
by  tlie  trade  catalogues  as  regards  power  are  scarcely  worth  the 
paper  the^'  are  printed  on  for  our  purpose.  That  we  have  learned 
by  actual  experience.  To  sho\}'  how  tlie  trade  at  large  is  getting 
down  to  that  thing,  a  Xew  England  company  meets  that  point  in 
an  ingenious  way.  They  do  not  say  it  will  take  so  much  horse 
power  at  all ;  but  they  saj',  \Ye  guarantee  each  blower  to  be  per- 
fect in  construction,  to  run  with  as  little  noise  as  any  built,  and 
that  no  similar  machine  doing  ihe  same  amount  of  trorl-  can  be  run 
iiith  less  horse  poiver! 

Prof.  J.  E.  Denton. — Before  the  last  speaker's  remarks,  I  was 
tempted  to  say  that  possibly  two  senses  of  the  word  blower 
might  account  for  some  of  the  trouble  related  regarding  fans  in 
practice.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Snell  states  that  instead  of  troubling 
ourselves  about  the  economy  of  the  engine,  we  should  save  more 
by  making  one-half  of  the  blower  do  the  work.  The  fact  is  that 
only  half  the  blower  is  too  often  proposed  to  do  a  given  amount 
of  work.  It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Ashworth  has  had  a  very  un- 
fortunate experience,  but  I  think  the  theoretical  calculations  in 
the  end  ought  to  extricate  him,  by  close  enough  attention  to  what 
is  the  real  cause  of  the  troubles  he  has  described,  and  which  Jlr. 
Snell  has  shown  himself  able  to  solve  by  the  instances  cited  in 
his  paper.  I  would  remark  that  the  same  law^  of  variation  of 
power-  with  speed  shown  by  Mr.  Snell's  results  was  found  many 
years  ago  by  a  Mr.  Buckle  of  England,  whose  results  are  pub- 
lished in  Bourne's  large  treatise  on  the  steam  engine.  Except  in 
the  matter  of  elbows  and  abnormal  obstructions  such  as  soot  or 
crushing  of  pipe,  we  are  in  possession  of  the  means  of  determin- 
ing the  resistance  of  fan  blowers  to  entire  satisfaction. 

I  have  found  that  both  the  formula  of  Weisbach  and  the  tables 
of  Sturtevant  give  frictional  resistances  entirely  in  agreement 
with  actual  measured  amounts  for  lines  of  pipe  4,000  feet  long 
with  elbows  of  fpur  diameters  radius.  Naturally  the  rating  of 
blowers  in  catalogues  is  based  upon  their  performance  when  un- 
connected with  piping,  and  the  only  way  to  avoid  dissatisfaction 
regarding  the  realization  of  the  catalogue  promises  is  to  take  into 
account  the  resistances  of  the  piping  as  far  as  possible  by  calcu- 
lation and  then  make  a  verv  liberal  allowance  in  addition  for  tlie 
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abiuirinal  ivsi^taney  of  t'rii.-tion  (hit>  to  tlu'  aceuiiuilation  of  soot, 
sliarji  angles,  etc.,  which  abound  in  conneetiou  with  tlie  use  of 
the  fan  in  many  instances.  Looking  at  the  matter  in  this  light,  it 
strikes  nie  that  5Ir.  Ashworth  need  hardly  complain  of  fan-blowers 
in  general,  because  cases  of  practice  have  arisen  where  a  fan  used 
50  per  cent,  more  power  than  the  catalogue  may  have  'stated  in 
connection  with  the  instrument.  The  fan-blower  is  certainly  an 
admirable  apparatus  when  properly  used.  A  single  fan  can,  as 
Mr.  Snell  has  stated,  work  against  pressures  up  to  12  ounces 
with  excellent  efficiency,  and  within  a  few  years  three  times  tliis 
pressure  has  Ijeen  successfully  worked  by  using  three  fans,  the 
first  delivering  air  into  the  second,  and  the  second  into  the  third. 
The  first  cost  of  such  an  arrangement  would  probably  be  within 
that  of  a  positive  blower  such  as  the  Baker,  capable  of  delivering 
the  same  amount  of  air,  but  it  would  still  possess  the  one  point 
of  weakness  in  the  fan,  which  it  seems  to  me  must  always  cause 
the  positive  blower  to  be  preferred  where  the  pressure  to  be 
worked  against  is  liable,  through  accident  or  design,  to  increase 
considerably  beyond  12  ounces,  viz.,  the  fact  that  for  a  given  speed 
of  engine  after  the  pressure  against  the  blower  passes  above  a 
certain  amount,  surplus  power  is  of  no  avail  in  maintaining  con- 
stant the  supply  of  air  desired  from  the  fan — whereas  in  the  case 
of  the  positive  blower,  as  long  as  the  driving  power  can  be  in- 
creased, the  supply  of  air  will  be  constant,  and  generally  the 
extra  power  thus  spent  is  of  less  consequence  than  the  annoyance 
and  trouble  arising  from  the  inability  of  the  fan  to  permit  itself 
to  be  forced  up  to  tlie  requirements  of  the  work.  Eegarding  the 
relative  cost  of  repairs  of  fans  and  positive  blowers,  1  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  repairs  of  blowers  of  the  Baker  and  Root  types 
having  iron  revolvers  is  so  little,  even  under  rough  usage,  that 
while  the  fan  blower  may  equal,  it  cannot  excel  the  positive 
blower  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Mattes. — The  last  speaker  has  raised  a  point  with 
reference  to  the  comparative  cost  of  maintenance  of  positive 
blowers  and  fan  blowers.  I  have  had  a  little  experience  in  that 
line  with  reference  to  the  application  of  the  Sturtevant  fans  and 
the  Baker  positive  blowers,  so  called,  to  the  furnishing  of  blast 
power  to  the  cupolas  of  Bessemer  steel  works.  At  the  Lacka- 
wanna Works,  when  they  were  first  erected,  the  cupolas  were 
supplied  by  two,  I  think,  Xo.  9,  possibly  Xo.  8  Sturtevants.  After 
an  experience  of  perliaps  four  or  five  years  it  was  decided  to  try 
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till-  Baker  blower.  A  blower  building  was  erected  and  four  of 
these  blowers  put  in.  We  then  had  another  tenn  of  experience 
of  four  or  five  years.  The  result  of  this  is  that  we  have  gone 
back  to  the  Sturtevaut  fans.  It  is  true  that  in  the  meantime  the 
Siiirtevant  fan  has  greatly  improved.  It  is  also  true  that  we  have 
put  in  larger  sizes,  coming  up  to  No.  10;  but  we  think  that  on  the 
whole  we  get  more  etficient  work  from  the  fan,  although  we  have 
niit  been  able  to  make  positive  tests  of  the  matter,  because  the 
\">i-k  of  the  two  interlace,  the  blowers  and  fans  working  into  the 
-  line  pipes;  but  we  find  this — that  the  rej^airs  of  the  Baker  blow- 
;  ■•  were  a  very  serious  item.  This  possibly  is  due  in  part  to  the 
hurry  and  drive  and  rather  rough  character  of  the  repairs  that 
can  possibly  be  made  about  such  a  concern  running  night  and 
(lay.  But  nevertheless  the  repair  item  was  a  very  serious  one. 
Till'  interruption  of  the  work  was  serious,  and  the  parts  to  be  re- 
■  Mived  were  heavy,  cumbrous  and  difficult  to  handle.  On  the 
iither  hand,  the  parts  to  be  handled  on  a  Sturtevant  fan  are  all 
very  light  and  easily  carried  about.  In  setting  the  last  fans  we 
li;i\e    made    improvements    in    the    arrangement    of    pipes,    which 

•  --ibly    will    account    for    much    of    the    improvement    over    the 

iiuer  experience  with  the  fans.  By  using  the  fan  with  an  up- 
ward discharge,  we  get  rid  of  one  elbow  at  the  start.  Then  by 
arranging  pipes  of  ample  area,  making  bends  as  easy  as  the  loca- 
tions will  permit,  we  get  a  much  easier  delivery.  Another  advan- 
iMge  results  from  the  action  of  the  fans,  in  giving  automatically 
nil  increased  volume,  when  another  cupola  is  put  on,  or  the  pipes 
leak.  It  may  be  said  that  we  should  not  have  leaks;  but  in 
carr^-ing  pipes  to  six  cupolas,  varying  in  internal  diameter  from 
seven  to  eight  and  one-half  feet,  with  ten  tuyeres  each  and 
numerous  valves,  irregular  leakage  is  inevitable.  We  run  with 
an  average  of  twelve  to  fourteen  ounces.  From  either  cause  a 
slight  reduction  of  pressure  ensues,  and  the  fan  responds  at  once 
with  increased  efficiency.  With  a  positive  blower  the  loss  of 
pressure  is  greater  and  permanent. 

In  all  cases,  where  the  question  lies  between  the  adoption  of  a 
fan  or  a  blower,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  blower,  because  of 
its  greater  first  cost  and  general  unhandiness. 

Prof.  Denton. — I  would  be  interested  to  know  if  that  was  the 
general  experience  about  the  Baker  blowers,  for  I  inquired  very 
carefully  regarding  them  before  investing,  and  I  found  a  most  re- 
markable record  regarding  freedom  from  repairs. 
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Mr.  George  Sclntli inaiiii. — I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  when  there  is  a  large  variation  in  the  \olunie  of  blast  required, 
and  where  the  speed  of  the  blower  remains  constant,  the  fan  blower 
has  a  big  advantage  over  the  positive  blower.  In  order  to  be  on 
the  safe  side,  we  ha\-e  to  put  in  a  blower  large  enough  to  supply 
the  maximum  amount  of  wind  required.  If  for  a  while  we  require 
only  one-half  of  the  maximum  amount,  we  can  throttle  down  a  fan 
blower  and  use  only  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  maximum 
power,  while  a  positive  blower  must  deliver  the  full  volume,  and 
we  have  to  put  in  a  safety  valve  to  let  the  surplus  escape;  so,  while 
we  are  using  only  one-half  of  the  blast,  we  are  still  using  the  full 
power  to  drive  the  blower.  "\Then  the  blast  is  entirely  shut  off  on 
a  fan  hardly  any  power  is  required  to  drive  it,  while  with  a  posi- 
tive blower  it  still  requires  the  same  power  as  when  doing  nuixi- 
mum  duty. 

Mr.  E.  V.  FeUoii.—\  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  the  use  of  the  positive  Baker  l)lo\ver  in  furnisiiing  Ijlast  for  iron 
cupolas  in  steel  works.  Mr.  Mattes,  of  the  Lackawanna  Iron  and 
Coal  Co.,  has  said  that  in  the  works  with  which  he  is  connected 
they  have  gone  l)aclv  to  the  use  of  the  fan  blower  for  the  cupolas 
connected  with  their  Bessemer  works.  Xow,  it  may  be  interest- 
ing to  note  that  our  experience  at  the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Works 
is  exactly  opposite  to  this.  We  began  by  using  two  Sturtevant 
fans,  coupled  together  to  get  the  necessary  pressure,  but  have 
now  done  away  with  them  and  put  in  the  Baker  blowers  exclu- 
sively in  both  of  our  Bessemer  plants.  We  find  that  they  give  us 
entire  satisfaction,  and  that  the  item  of  cost  of  running  and  main- 
tenance between  the  two  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  Baker  blower. 
We  have  two  Baker  blowers  in  our  Xo.  2  Bessemer  plant,  whieli 
have  been  running  since  1881.  They  are  driven  direct  from  ii 
liorizontal  engine  against  a  pressure  of  about  twelve  ounces,  and 
the  cost  of  repairs  on  them  has  been  so  slight  that  it  would  Ije 
hard  to  name  it.  This  has  been  our  general  experience,  and  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  from  Mr.  Mattes  that  the  opposite  has  proved 
true  at  Scranton.  I  think,  however,  that  the  Baker  blower  is  used 
almost  exclusively  in  all  the  steel  plants  I  know  of. 

Prof.  R.  II.  Thurston. — There  is  one  remark  made  in  the  paper 
that  strikes  me  as  especially  interesting.  The  writer  says  that  he 
discovers  no  difference  between  the  straight  and  the  curved  blade. 
I  imagine  that  the  reason  of  the  non-discovery  of  that  difference 
is  a  very  simple  one.     If  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  lay  down  the 
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piojxT  foiiii  of  bliule  ill  order  to  give  the  luaxiimuii  ettieieiu-y  of 
fan,  he  will  find  that  the  best  form  for  an  ordinary  fan  is  a  very 
nearly  straight  one.  Some  years  ago  I  liad  occasion  to  put  in 
a  heavy  fan,  and  wanted  one  of  high  efficiency  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  work,  supplying  the  blast  for  a  marine  engine;  and  the  Sturte- 
vant  people  made  me  a  fan  which  was  very  carefully  proportioned. 
For  that  case  the  curvature  of  blade  was,  as  near  as  I  recollect  it, 
aljout  like  that  shown  in  Fig.  82.  Xow,  the  difEerence  between 
that  and  a  straight  blade  is  practically  not  very 
great,  and  I  imagine  that  if  a  comparison  were  ^>^^      |, 

made  between  this  straight  blade  and  a  highly  y^ 
curved  one,  it  would  be  found  that  the  straight  /j/ 
blade  would  give  as  high  efficiency  as  this  par-  // 
ticular  curve ;  and  as  illustrating  the  fact  that  the  JJ 
curvature  is  an  important  element,  I  can  relate  an  ^ 
incident  that  occurred  in  connection  with  the  fan  just  described 
when  we  were  setting  it  up.  When  set  up  and  in  place  we  gave  it 
steam,  and  under  full  steam  we  discovered  no  effect.  The  air  in  the 
fire-room  was  as  placid  as  before  the  blower  was  started.  There  was 
no  perceptible  blast.  The  connections  with  the  engine  were  all 
right.  The  connections  of  the  blower  were  all  right.  We 
experimented  about  the  machine  for  nearly  half  a  day,  and 
finding  no  apparent  defect,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we 
should  be  compelled  to  send  the  fan  back.  But  it  occurred  to  me 
to  overhaul  the  machine  and  see  in  what  direction  it  was  running 
and  how  the  valve  was  set.  I  found  the  valve  was  so  arranged  that 
the  engine  could  be  driven  in  either  direction,  and  all  that  was 
necessary  to  secure  the  reversed  direction  of  movement  was  to  take 
out  a  little  pin  and  put  it  in  another  hole.  Putting  that  pin  into 
the  new  hole,  on  starting  we  found  the  engine  running  in  the  oppo- 
site direction,  and  tlxen  we  had  a  gale  of  wind  in  the  fire-room.  The 
fact  wa:<  that  tiii.~  curved  Ijlade,  instead  of  running  as  intended, 
had  been  running  in  the  reverse  direction,  and  it  then  had  a 
vastly  less  efficiency,  as  a  matter  of  course,  tlian  a  straight  vane 
would  give.  The  tendency  was  to  scoop  in  the  air  at  the  periphery 
and  to  thus  give  us  a  reversed  blast.  So  I  think  more  than  likely 
that  the  reason  of  the  non-discovery  of  an  increased  efficiency  by 
the  adoption  of  a  curved  form  may  in  many  cases  have  been  due 
to  some  such  fact  as  this,  or  to  the  putting  in  of  a  curve  which  is 
not  the  correct  curve  for  the  purpose.  On  fast-running  fans, 
when   I  have  sometimes  laid  out  these  blades.   I   have   found  them 
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to  come  ncai-ly  to  a  straight  line.  Of  course,  if  it  is  a  radial  blade, 
there  is  a  certain  loss  of  efficiency  from  the  impact  of  the  lead- 
ing edge;  but  if  properly  inclined,  such  a  straight  blade  will  give 
very  nearly  the  efficiency  of  the  curved  one :  the  fact  being  that 
the  curvature  may  be  too  slight  to  produce  an  effect  observable  in 
the  operation  of  the  fan. 

Mr.  Crane. — What  are  the  components  that  determine  the  form 
of  that  curve  ? 

Prof.  Thurston. — The  curve  should  be  given  such  form  that  it 
would  take  the  air  on  the  vane  without  shock.  The  edge  of  the 
vane  would  follow  the  line  of  the  current,  taking  it  into  its  chan- 
nels without  producing  any  shock,  The  design  of  the  blade  should 
be  such  that  tlie  terminal  portion  should  be  so  shaped  and  should 
so  move  in  a  peripheral  direction  as  to  avoid  the  production  of 
shock;  and  the  total  curvature  of  the  blade  is  thus  determined 
very  largely  by  the  speed  at  whicli  we  may  dioo.se  to  run  the  fan. 
It  is  very  easy  to  design  a  fan  which  will  he  I'ast  running-  oi-  slow 
running.  The  speed  is  dclci'iniiieil  sdincwhat  by  the  pressure 
which  it  is  proposed  to  carry.  But  with  a  given  rate  of  flow  of 
air  through  the  fan,  a  sharp  curvature  makes  a  fast-running  fan,  a 
less  curvature  means  a  comparatively  slow-running  fan  and  low 
2>ressure. 

Prof.  Denton. — The  gentlemen  will  find  the  fornuda  for  the 
inclination  of  the  blade  in  Eankine's  Applied  Mechanics,  under  the 
head  of  "  Pressure  of  a  Forced  Vortex,"  etc.,  Art.  650,  Formula  3. 

Mr.  II.  I.  Snell. — Replying  to  some  of  the  remarks  brought  out 
in  the  discussion  of  this  paper,  I  think  Mr.  Ashworth  deserves 
attention  first,  as  he  has  had  the  most  experience,  though  I  must 
tliink  him  very  unfortunate. 

If  he  had  read  more  of  the  paper,  he  would  have  seen  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  paper  was  to  do  something  toward  removing  the 
])rejii(li(c  and  ignorance  concerning  blowers.  I  think  he  fails  to 
comprehend  that  no  table  of  the  power,  etc.,  of  a  blower  under  all 
conditions  of  outlet  and  inlet  and  at  every  temijeratttre  and  con- 
dition of  barometer  can  be  made.  A  catalogue  may  be  right  which 
says  a  thirty-inch  wheel  at  1,500  revolutions  will  take  only  6  H.P. 
if  the  discharge  opening  be  50  or  less  square  inches;  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  that  catalogue  says  a  thirty-inch  wheel  takes  6 
n.P.  at  1,500  revolutions  under  all  conditions  of  discharge !  In 
the  paper  I  say  in  Table  No.  4,  on  page  55,  that  a  blower  with  a 
twenty-three   inch  wheel  running  1,519  revolutions  per  mintite  only 
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took  ""/loo  "t  1  H.P.  to  (hive  it.  and  yet  in  tlie  same  .table  I  prove 
that  a  twenty-three  ineh  wlieel  running  only  1,426  revolution.?  a 
minute  took  -t-"/ioo  H.P.  It  is  this  ignorance  concerning  the  effect 
produced  liy  thange  of  conditions  in  the  same  blower  which  causes 
the  great  huo  and  cry  against  them.  If  you  are  advised  by  j'our 
physician  that  morphine  is  very  good  to  quiet  your  nerves,  he  ex- 
pects you  to  use  it  only  as  he  directs;  so  with  catalogues  of 
blowers :  they  are  guides  only  under  the  conditions  stated,  and  if 
you  do  not  understand  them,  the  best  plan  is  to  call  upon  the 
manufacturer,  as  it  is  his  business  and  interest  to  start  you  right. 

This  paper  was  not  an  advertising  one,  and  was  not  intended  as 
such,  although  discussion  has  made  comparisons  between  fan 
blowers  and  so-called  positive  blowers.  I  shall  not  take  any  re- 
sponsibility for  bringing  them  in,  and  will  take  this  occasion  to 
say  that  in  my  opinion  they  are  all  good,  and  each  has  fields  of 
usefulness  which  the  otlier  cannot  successfully  fill. 

In  my  paper  I  made  the  claim  that  a  properly  proportioned  and 
constructed  fan  blower  was  more  positive  than  any  piston  blower, 
or  blower  with  revolver,  for  purposes  of  blast  in  manufacturing 
establishments  requiring  1  lb.  pressure  per  square  inch  or  less, 
and  I  base  that  claim  upon  the  principles  governing  their  action. 
The  pressure  of  air  from  the  fan  blower  is  due  to  centrifugal  force, 
and  is  as  certain  as  the  law  of  gravitation  upon  which  it  is  based. 
The  pressure  from  the  positive  blower  is  wholly  dependent  upon 
the  accuracy  of  its  construction.  Any  leakage  due  to  faulty  work- 
manship, or  wear,  renders  its  positiveness  dependent  upon  the 
amount  of  that  leakage,  and  when  we  consider  the  velocity  at 
which  air  will  flow  through  any  aperture  under  a  pound  pressure 
(the  table  on  page  -54  gives  it  at  21,360  feet  per  minute),  and  con- 
sider the  small  cubic  capacity  of  these  blowers,  we  can  readily  see 
tliat  very  small  leakages  will  so  greatly  reduce  the  pressure  of  the 
confined  air  as  to  confirm  my  claim  that  the  fan  is  the  more  positive. 
.\s  mechanical  engineers  we  all  know  how  impractical  it  is  to 
make  tight  revolvers,  and  if  we  made  accurate  fits,  that  expansion 
would  prevent  movement.  We  are  also  aware  that  tlie  unavoid- 
able dampness,  dirt,  and  grit  necessarily  taken  in  all  blowers 
would  destroy  our  accuracy.  The  manufacturers  themselves  are 
aware  of  this,  and  do  not  claim  their  blowers  to  work  tight — they 
make  them  as  close  as  possible,  and  overcome  leakages  by  increas- 
ing the  speed.  My  experiments  prove  that  a  fan  blower  speeded 
to   give    12    ounces   pressure   with   a    given   discharge   will    give    12 
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ounces  ;ill  the  time  until  it  is  destroyed;  wliile  a  "positive"' 
blower  thiit  will  give  it  to-day  may  in  a  year  give  considerably 
less  under  the  same  conditions  of  speed  and  discharge.  In  the 
experience  of  Mr.  Mattes,  of  the  Lackawanna  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  of 
Scranton,  and  in  those  of  Mr.  Felton,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Iron  & 
Steel  Co.,  at  Harrisburg,  we  find  directly  opposite  conclusions  as 
to  the  relative  merits  of  the  fan  and  positive  blower.  Their  discus- 
sion was  very  interesting  to  me,  and  I  reasoned  from  it  that  the 
fan  blower  was  best  for  Bessemer  steel  plants.  Here  is  the  case 
in  point — two  large  concerns  with  similar  plants  liave  similar 
experiences  up  to  certain  points,  but  Mr.  Mattes  carries  his  in- 
vestigations beyond  those  of  Mr.  Felton,  and  finds  continued  im- 
provement by  returning  to  an  improved  Sturtevant  blower  put  in 
under  more  favorable  conditions  of  size,  adaptability  to  work,  and 
improved  piping.  I  would  suggest  that  this  question  be  investi- 
gated farther  to  see  to  what  extent  the  fan  blow-er  and  its  usual 
arrangement  to-day  may  be  in  ad^•ance  of  wiiat  it  was  years  ago. 
Since  the  time  when  the  first  trial  was  made  at  Harrisburg,  to 
my  knowledge  Mr.  Sturtevant  has  spent  many  thousand  dollars 
in  experiments  and  in  perfecting  his  appliances. 

I  can  hardly  reconcile  my  experiences  with  those  of  Prof. 
Thurston  relative  to  the  results  obtained  when  running  a  wheel 
backward.  In  my  paper  I  have  taken  quite  a  strong  posi- 
tion that  the  results  obtained  by  reversing  the  direction  of 
motion  of  the  wheel  vary  but  slightly.  There  are  reasons 
why  thei-e  should  be  some  improvement  in  action  if  the 
wheel  luiis  in  the  direction  of  the  egress  of  the  air,  liut 
with  straight  float  radially  arranged  the  pressure  within  the 
fan  case  must  be  the  same,  as  the  centrifugal  force  is  the  same; 
and  even  with  curved  blades  the  centrifugal  force  is  the  same 
running  backward  or  forward,  and  only  a  slight  difference  can 
be  accounted  for  by  the  difference  in  friction  between  the  concave 
and  convex  surfaces  of  the  blades.  I  cannot  conceive,  and  never 
saw  a  ease,  where  the  centrifugal  force  of  the  air  was  changed  into 
a  centripetal  by  the  curvature  or  "  hooking "  of  the  blade.  As  I 
disclaimed  in  my  paper  any  reference  to  the  construction  of  a  fan, 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  proper  form  of  blade  or 
its  angularity  with  a  radial  line,  knowing  many  of  the  mathe- 
matical members  of  the  Society  could  make  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject more  interesting  than  I  could,  and  I  li()])e  that  may  be  under- 
taken at  some  future  meeting. 
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Mv.  Aslnviirtli  ciills  nlU'iition  to  tlic  case  at  Fitchburg.  Mass., 
ineiitioiK'il  in  my  iiapri-,  ami  conti'sts  my  explanation  of  tlie  cause 
of  cxtia  ]iowi'r  as  due  to  the  partial  lilliiig  of  tlie  main  pipe  from 
the  blower  to  the  cu|)ola ;  overlooking  my  experiments,  lie  con- 
firms them,  by  saying  liis  experience  has  shown  liim  that  a  partial 
closing  of  the  pipe  diminishes  the  power.  On  that  point  we  agree, 
but  that  does  not  fit  the  Fitehburg  case  and  many  others  similar 
to  it.  At  Fitehburg  we  required  a  certain  pressure  at  the  cupola 
say  12  ounces,  which  is  the  usual  pressure  for  cupolas  of  the  size 
used  tliere;  if  the  pipe  becomes  partially  closed,  in  order  to  re- 
alize 12  ounces  at  the  cupola,  through  the  full  size  of  the  pipe  or 
tuyeres,  it  must  be  forced  through  an  obstructed  pipe  of  diminished 
area  at  an  increased  pressure,  or  say  about  16  ounces,  which  re- 
quires increased  speed  of  fan  to  maintain  that  pressure  with  cor- 
responding increase  of  power. 

Regarding  the  ditrability  of  the  fan  blower,  I  can  only  say  I 
have  known  of  their  running  daily  and  in  some  cases  continually 
night  and  day  for  many  years  at  no  expense  for  repairs;  with 
automatic  oiling  arrangements  upon  the  journals,  the  only  part 
subject  to  wear,  and  these  journals  of  the  best  material  and  very 
large  surfaces  for  the  work  done,  w"hy  should  they  wear?  The 
wheel  may  be  corroded  by  gases  or  dampness  and  be  destroyed, 
but  it  can  be  replaced  at  very  small  trouble  and  cost.  I  should 
consider  I  would  have  a  bonanza  if  I  could  have  a  contract  to 
keep  all  Sturtevant  blowers  in  repair  at  ^/^,,  of  1  per  cent,  per  year 
(if  their  cost. 

Mr.  Ash  worth. — What  would  be  the.  result  in  reversing  in  your 
'  xpericnce  with  exhaust  fans? 

Mr.  Snell. — The  result  would  be  the  same.  The  exhaust  fan  is 
merely  a  fan  blow-er  with  an  enlarged  mouth. 

Mr.  Ash  worth. — The  reason  I  asked  the  question  was  that  we 
had  a  matter  of  that  kind.  We  found  that  a  man  had  put  it 
wrong  side  up,  and  it  was  turning  the  wrong  way.  We  changed 
that  location,  and  the  material  to  be  removed  disappeared  very 
'luieklv. 


IXTEKXAL    FlilCTIOX    OF    XOX-C'OXDE.VSIXG    EXGIX] 


LXTEUXAL   FRICTIOX   OF  XOX-COXDEXSING 
EXGIXES 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers^ 
at  Xew  York,  Xovember  30,  1886,  the  writer  presented  a  paper  in 
wliicli  he  endeavored  to  give  in  succinct  form,  and  in  as  clear  and 
simple  a  manner  as  possible,  the  data  derived  from  certain  investi- 
gations made  under  his  direction,  to  determine  whether  the  method 
of  variation  of  the  internal  friction  of  tlie  common  non-condensing 
steam-engine  is  precisely  as  stated  by  standard  writers  on  the  sub- 
ject (especially  following  De  Pambour)  in  assumptions  made  with- 
out apparently  any  attempt  to  check  them  by  experiment.  It  had 
been  customary  among  engineers  conversant  with  the  operation  of 
the  steam-engine  to  take  the  "  friction-card '"'  produced  by  applying 
the  indicator  to  the  unloaded  engine  as  representative  of  the  fric- 
tion of  the  engine  at  all  times,  whether  loaded  or  unloaded;  Init  it 
had  been,  in  theory,  usual  to  accept,  nevertheless,  the  formula  of 
De  Pambour. 

as  given  by  Eankine,  for  example,  in  which  R  is  the  total  resist- 
ance, /?!  is  that  of  the  net  work  of  the  engine,  its  "  useful "  load^ 
and  R„  is  tlie  work  of  friction  of  the  parts  of  the  machine  itself. 
This  formulr.  is  based  upon  the  very  reasonable  assumption  that 
the  total  friction  must  be  a  minimum  in  the  unloaded  engine,  and 
that  the  imposition  of  external  work  upon  it  must,  by  increasing 
the  pressure  on  its  running  parts,  add  to  the  total  by  the  amount  of 
the  friction  there  arising.  That  this  is  naturally  the  case  there  can  be 
but  little  doubt;  the  question  which  it  has  been  sought  to  solve  has 
been,  not  whether  this  is  a  correct  assumption,  but  whether  this 
imdoubted  increase  of  waste  energy  amounts  to  so  much .  as  to 
become  observable,  or  to  be  practically  important  in  the  operation 
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of  the  engiiR' — whether  the  engineer  is  right  iu  Ihedrv,  or  in-aeti- 
.  ;illy  eorreet  iu  liis  praetiee. 

In  the  paper  referred  to,  it  was  shown  that  si'vi'ral  distinet  lines 
of  experiment  had  indicated  tliat  no  serious  error  is  introduced  by 
the  assumption  that  the  variation  of  frietion  in  the  engine  with 
\ar_ving  load  is  too  small,  in  the  elass  of  engine  here  considered,  to 
lie  taken  into  computations  of  efficiency.  It  was  concluded,  as  the 
result  of  these  investigations,  that  the  frietion  of  the  non-condens- 
ing "■  high-speed  ■■  engine  of  tlie  better  elass  is  sensibly  constant, 
and  practically  may  he  so  taken,  for  any  given  speeds,  at  all  loads, 
and,  at  different  speeds,  also,  as  independent  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  load,  from  zero  of  load  up  to  loads  exceeding  the  nominal 
power  of  the  machine.  It  was  further  concluded  that  this  friction 
\aries  with  the  speed  of  engine,  as  some  function  of  that  speed  yet 
to  be  determined,  increasing  as  the  speed  increases  and  decreasing 
as  the  speed  decreases.  It  was  also  found  that  the  frietion  in- 
creases with  the  increase  of  steam  pressure. 

Finally,  it  was  concluded  that  the  formula, 

R  =  R,  +  R„ 

may  he  taken  as  sensiiily  correct  for  such  cases,  rather  than  that 
take  liy  De  Pambour,  the  value  of  the  co-efficient  /  being  too 
-mall  to  be  sensible  in  presence  of  other  disturbing  elements,  in 
'■numion  practice,  with  this  form  of  modern  engine. 

The  writer  ventured,  in  the  paper  here  referred  to,  to  suggest 
the  possible  reasons  for  the  insignificant  values  of  this  co-efficient. 
It  had  been  shown  by  the  writer,  in  the  course  of  a  very  long  series 
of  researches  in  this  field,  that  the  co-efficient  of  friction  of  lubri- 
cated surfaces  usually  decreases  with  increase  of  pressure,  and  so 
rapidly,  in  some  cases — in  many  cases,  in  fact — as  to  make  the  total 
work  of  friction  almost  constant  for  all  pressures  within  the  range 
of  safe  practice.  Thus  the  friction  of  the  engine  at  the  crosshead 
pin,  the  crank  pin,  or  the  main  journal,  probably  remains  sensibly 
constant,  or  nearly  so,  whatever  the  load  thrown  upon  these  parts; 
while  every  other  part  of  the  engine  subject  to  friction  is  un- 
affected by  this  variation  of  work  done  by  the  machine.*  It  has 
never  yet  been  ascertained  by  direct  experiment  just  what  part  of 
tlie  friction  of  engine  is  due  to  the  pressure  on  the  connections 

*Trans.  Am.  See.  Mech.  Engrs.,  Vol.  VIII.,  p.  86.  Jour.  Franklin  Inst.,  Dec, 
1886. 
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tliKiiijili  the  lino  of  parts  along  whii-h  the  power  of  the  piston  is 
trMiisiniltL-d:  lint  it  is  evident,  from  the  fact  that  the  co-efficients 
uhtaiued  by  the  writer,  and  by  others  since  his  investigations  were 
made,  under  similar  conditions  of  speed  of  rubbing,  pressure  and 
temperature,  and  with  similar  surfaces,  were  usually  less  than  one 
per  cent.,  instead  of  being  five  per  cent,  and  upward,  as  commonly 
taken  by  earlier  writers,  that  the  total  must  lie  very  small,  and  its 
variations  may  well  be  insensible. 

Referring  to  the  variation  observed  in  the  friction  of  the  engine 
with  variation  of  steam-pressure,  the  fact  was  noted  that  the  type 
of  engine  selected  for  experiment  invariably  controls  speed  by  the 
variation  of  the  point  of  cut-oft',  and  of  the  ratio  of  expansion,  by 
the  direct  action  of  the  governor,  and  it  was  remarked  "  that  such 
variation  results  in  the  readjustment  of  the  set  of  the  valve  in  such 
manner  as  to  cause  the  greater  proportion  of  the  nearly  constant 
amount  of  work  performed  to  be  done  more  nearly  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  stroke,  at  a  point  in  the  orbit  of  the  crank-pin 
at  which  the  work  is  mainly  lost  by  friction,  and  to  reduce  the  pro- 
portion of  total  work  done  at  or  near  the  '  half-centre,'  where  it  is 
principally  useful.  The  proportion  of  useful  to  lost  work  is  thus 
varied  in  such  manner  as  to  give  a  mean  final  result  which  is  the 
less  favorable  as  the  steam-pressure  is  higher,  and  the  cut-off  shorter, 
giving  a  higher  ratio  of  expansion.  It  is  also  evident  that,  if  this 
explanation  is  correct,  the  difference  here  noted  will  be  less  as  the 
point  of  cut-off  approaches  and  passes  the  half-stroke  position  of 
piston  and  cross-head.  Could  the  valve  be  set  with  negative  lead 
for  all  positions  at  the  point  of  cut-off,  as  is  considered  right  by 
some  experienced  engineers,  the  work  would  be  more  nearly  per- 
formed at  positions  removed  from  the  '  dead  points,'  and  the  vari- 
ation here  described  would  be  thus  reduced,  while  the  efficiency  of 
the  engine  would  be  increased." 

Since  the  presentation  of  that  paper  and  its  publication,  the  rela- 
tion of  internal  friction  of  engine  to  the  speed  has  been  made  the 
subject  of  investigation  in  the  Mechanical  Laboratory  of  the  Sibley 
College,  Cornell  University,  and  the  conclusions  already  derived, 
and  stated  as  above,  thus  corroborated.  These  experiments  were 
conducted  by  Professor  E.  C.  Carpenter,  of  the  Michigan  Agricul- 
tural College.  The  engine  was  similar  to  that  employed  in  the  re- 
search last  described,  and  was  six  inches  in  diameter  of  cylinder, 
twelve  inches  stroke,  and  the  apparatus  used  with  it  was  that  for- 
merly used  for  the  same  purposes.     The  method  of  operation  was 
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to  phue  a  load  ou  the  brake  sucli  as  would  bring  the  engine  with 
■An  open  throttle  to  a  certain  speed,  and  then,  when  the  speed  had 
liftonie  constant,  to  make  the  observations  and  record  the  data. 
Tlie  following  table  gives  the  figures  of  the  log  so  produced  at  the 
la<t  and  best  trials.  The  brake  worked  very  smoothly  and  per- 
lirtly.  and  the  engine  held  its  speeds  very  accurately: 


on^^r 
card. 

.1^ 
^■3 

li      1     I.     '     §i            Number 
U           «|          P         on  Indicator 
1|      ^     |a        ,|              card. 

:il 
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Horse  Power 

Drake  Horse 
power. 

- 

4 

i\....  .. 

127 
136 
165 
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192 

80 

48 
100  1 
120 

9.193!  8.636 
9.583  8.500 
11.244  9.570 
10.703   9.735 
12.10110.944 
4.982   4.240 
2.979  2.592 
6.555  5.600 
7.647  6.360 

0.557  12. 
1.083  13. 
1.674  14. 

1130 
i    171 
217 
219 
229 
252 
241 
1   266 
315 

7.718  6.695 
9.447I  8.208 
12.23810.199 
12.54511.059 
11.66210.534 
11.83610.332 
11.574:  9.640 
11.626i  9.709 
13.62111.182 

1.023 
1.239 
2.039 
1.486 

n'::::::: 

1.157  16. 
0.742  17. 
0.387  18. 
0.955  19. 
1.287  20. 

1.128 
1.504 
1.934 

10 

1.917 
2.439 

•Cards  Xo.  3 

,  6,  lost. 

]ii  the  next  series  of  experiments,  the  engine  was  set  at  a  constant 
ratio  of  expansion  (2)  i.e.,  with  cut-off  at  one-half,  no  governor 
being  used,  and  the  speed  was  regulated  by  the  throttle  valve.  At 
ti\e  speeds  the  results  were  the  following : 


Rev. 

I.  H.  p. 

B.  H.  P. 

F.  H.  P 

20  ■. 

0.449 

0.369 

O.OSO 

2s 

0.801 

0.504 

0.297 

l.i2 

3.556 

2.S8S 

0.768 

175 

5.650 

3.1.50 

0.963 

215 

4.113 

3.970 

1.6S0 

A  much  less  satisfactory  series  of  trials  gave  data  as  below. 
They  are  irregular,  and  evidently  subject  to  correction;  yet  they 
i:i\e  a  general  confirmation  of  the  experiments  already  considered. 
Ill  these  last  trials,  the  brake  worked  irregularly  and  unsatisfac- 
torily, and  the  log  is  only  cjuoted  as  giving  such  general  conforma- 
tory  testimony,  and  also  as  showing  the  dangers  which  attend  an 
attempt  to  handle  a  brake  for  puqjoses  of  this  character.  It  is 
usually  subject  to  such  variations  of  resistance  due  to  irregularity 
of  lubrication,  that  it  is  only  by  special  provisions  or  extraordinary 
care  that  it  can  be  made  to  give  absolutely  reliable   indications. 


7S  IXTERXAL    1-1!KTI0X    OF    XOX-COXDEXSIXG    ENGINES. 

Illustrations  of  this  fact  are  seen  in  the  records  for  speed  of  eighty- 
three  and  one  hundred  and  forty-three  revolutions,  where  a  sudden 
change  of  speed  shifted  the  weight  slightly,  and  thus  gave  the 
anomalous  results  recorded.  Variations  of  steam-pressure  due  to 
causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  observers,  contributed  to  make  the 
last  set  of  data  comparatively  unreliable.  The  speed  was  controlled 
and  adjusted  by  hand.  The  indicator  diagrams  obtained  were 
satisfactory,  but  the  taiile  is  principally  of  value  as  showing  the 
liability  to  irregular  working  arising  in  this  method  of  operation: 


35 1 .2733  0.66.50.6083!  143 


83. 

95. 
127. 
130. 
138. 
141. 


4.564 
694 


4.0020.562 
4.9350.241 


CSL'     1    (14.") 

s:;2   (I  1114 
.434   0.715 


But  even  these  irregularities  are  capable  of  being  nuide  serviceable 
as  evidence.  A  general  tendency  to  increase  of  friction  resistance 
as  the  speed  increases  is  seen,  and  by  plotting  the  data,  the  curve 
of  variation  is  roughly  obtainable.  This  is  not  needed,  however, 
as  the  experiments  and  data  already  obtained  serve  to  give  the  law 
of  variation  with  a  very  satisfactory  degree  of  accuracy.  The  line 
most  closely  corresponding  with  the  data  which  have  been  found 
most  reliable  lias  very  exactly  the  equation    (from  the  first  table), 

»=0.0(i8.r: 


and  the  internal  friction  of  this  engine  is  in  horse-power  about 
Cs  ))er  cent,  of  the  numlier  of  revolutions  per  minute. 

In  engines  of  this  class,  therefore,  it  would  seem  that  the  internal 
friction  varies  directly  as  the  speed,  or  sensibly  so,  other  things- 
being  equal,  and  thus  that  it  is  directly  proportional  to  the  power 
exerted,  and  may  be  taken  as  a  constant  fraction  thereof,  when- 
ever the  steam  pressure  and  ratio  of  expansion,  and  the  wastes,, 
remain  unchanged  with  varying  speed. 

In  this  ease  the  engine  was  operated   with  a   wide-open  throttle 


\al\o.  In  the  sotuiul  taso.  in  wliiili  tlu-  luail  was  applied  ami  llio 
'■ii.u'ine  then  speeded  by  handling  the  throttle,  opening  or  closing  it 
III  obtiiin  the  desired  speed,  the  friction  is  seen  to  have  been  pro- 
portional neither  to  speed,  to  po>ver  generated,  nur  to  their 
product.  Earlier  experiments,  already  described,  had  shown  ihat 
m  this  engine  the  friction  was  not  sensibly  variable  with  the  load 
■•'  the  piston  or  brake,  and  the  law  is  here  seen  to  differ  from  that 
-litrolling  it  in  the  first  of  these  trials  in  which  the  friction  was 
found  proportional,  very  nearly,  to  speed.  It  is  thus  evident  that 
the  method  of  distribution  of  steam  and  application  of  load  must 
]uul)ably  have  an  important  influence  in  some  cases,  upon  the 
magnitude  of  the  least  work  of  friction  of  engine.  The  irregulari- 
ties observed  are,  however,  supposed  to  be  largely  due  to  variation 
of  etfettiveness  of  cylinder  lubrication,  and  possibly  to  a  less 
extent  to  variation  in  the  efficienc-y  of  lubrication  of  other  jjarts  of 
the  machine. 

It  was  suggested,  in  the  course  of  these  investigations,  that  it 
might  be  possible  that,  as  indicated  by  the  writer  in  the  earlier 
l)aper,  the  method  of  steam  distribution  might  have  an  important 
influence  in  determining  and  modifying  the  law  of  variation  of 
internal  fiiction,  and  that  it  might  not  be  true  in  other  engines 
ih:it  the  friction  is  independent  of  the  power  exerted,  when  the 
di-tiiliution  of  steam  is  effected  by  another  system  of  valve-motion, 
as  for  example,  by  the  older  arrangement  of  regulation  by  a  throt- 
tling governor.  To  determine  this  point,  an  investigation  w-as 
undertaken    with    the    same    engine,    but    w-ith    the    automatic    gear 

ve<l    and    a    fixed   cut-off,    the    regulation   being   effected    by    a 

_     i-rnor   of   the  class  last  mentioned  working  a  throttle   valve   in 

■  steam  pipe.  The  work  was  undertaken  by  Messrs.  A.  W. 
r.iirhanan  and  W.  D.  Gillis,  who  were  aided  as  occasion  offered  by 
A--istant  Professor  A.  W.  Smith,  in  charge  of  the  laboratory. 
A  Gardner  governor  actuated  the  throttle-valve  in  the  steam 
pipe  at  its  point  of  attachment  to  the  steam-chest.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  common  methods  of  regulation  of  the  less  expensive 
classes  of  engine,  and  the  governor  selected  was  taken  as  re])resen- 
tative  of  the  iietter  sort  in  that  class.  Its  operation  was  perfectly 
-atisfactory. 

The  difference  in  action  of  tlie  two  classes  of  governor  is  a  very 
important  one,  not  only  as  a  matter  of  kinematics,  but  also  as  an 
element  of  efficiency  of  engine,  and  of  economy  in  the  use  of  steam 
and  of  fuel.     Thr"  automatic  system,  so-called,  adjusts  the  point  of 
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eiit-iili',  ami  the  ratio  of  e.\]jaiision  with  every  cluiii.^e  (it  loail,  in 
sueh  manner  as  at  every  instant  to  make  tlie  energy  expended  by 
tiie  engine  precisely  equal  to  that  demanded  to  do  the  required 
work  at  the  intended  speed;  while  the  older  system,  as  illustrated 
wherever  the  throttle-governor  is  used,  produces  the  same  result 
by  altering  the  pressure  of  steam  in  the  engine  without  variation 
of  the  point  of  cut-off.  The  one  holds  the  initial  pressure  unaltered, 
varying  the  extent  to  which  expansion  takes  place;  while  the  other 
continually  varies  the  initial  pressure,  retaining  a  constant  ratio  of 
expansion.  The  two  methods  thus  produce  radically  different 
modes  of  variation  of  the  distribiition  of  pressure  and  work  on 
the  points  of  connection  of  the  train  of  meclianism  carrying  the 
work  through  the  machine  and  applying  it  to  its  purpose,  and  thus, 
presumably  may  alter  in  different  and  appreciable  degrees  the 
total  amount  of  internal  friction  at  every  point  in  tlie  stroke,  as 
well  as  its  total  for  a  full  revolution  or  succession  of  revolutions. 
In  the  first  case,  the  proportion  of  work  done  usefully,  or  in  fric- 
tion, at  the  early  part  of  the  stroke,  and  while  the  crank  is 
sw-inging  through  a  comparatively  large  arc  on  either  side  the 
"  centre,"  in  which  arc  the  work  expended  is  mainly  wasted,  is 
being  constantly  varied;  in  the  second,  this  proportion  remains 
practically  constant  whatever  the  action  of  the  regulating  mechan- 
ism. The  object  of  this  later  investigation  was  thus  to  ascertain 
whether  such  difference  in  action  of  the  governor  can  affect  the 
aiiparciit  constancy  of  loss  by  friction  observed  at  all  powers  in 
the  "automatic"  engine;  whether  the  fact  that,  in  the  automatic 
system,  the  work  is  so  largely  done  during  the  period  of  minimum 
efficiency  of  machine,  w'hile  in  the  throttling  system  it  is  done  in 
greater  proportion  near  midstroke,  and  thus  in  the  period  of  greater 
efficiency,  produces  any  (^eiisihle  ell'eet  uimn  the  magnitude  of 
internal  and  wasted  work. 

The  study  of  the  following  tables,  in  whicli  are  given  all  the  data 
obtained  during  this  series  of  trials,  as  observed  and  computed  by 
eacli  of  the  two  observers  independently,  and  thus  ehockeil,  will 
probably  be  considered  to  settle  the  question  considered  \civ  thor- 
oughly. The  same  variations  are  to  be  noted  here  as  in  all  previous 
investigations,  variations  presumed  to  be  mainly  due  to  the  impossi- 
bility, under  usual  conditions  of  working  in  ordinary  engines,  of 
securing  perfect  or  uniform  lubrication;  but  the  variations  in  the 
amount  of  internal  friction  due  to  variation  of  power  developed  are 
seen  to  be   practically  inappi'eciable,   as   in  the   first   investigation 
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reported  b}-  the  writer.  The  table  gives  the  results  obtaiued  when 
working  with  a  fixed  cut-off  at  i/g,  i/4>  %,  and  at  i/o  stroke.  All  the 
figures  obtained  from  the  several  indicator  diagrams  are  presented, 
and  the  revolutions,  the  indicated  and  brake-power,  the  load  on  the 
l)rake-arm,  friction  horse-power,  per  cent,  of  friction,  and  mean 
etfective  pressure  on  the  piston,  are  all  recorded  for  every  observa- 
tion. It  will  be  tlnis  seen  that  the  variations  noted  are  not  due  to 
alteration  of  load  on  the  engine;  but  they  cannot  be  traced  to  vari- 
atinn  of  steam-pressure,  to  change  of  speed,  or  to  any  other  element 
(.1  which  record  could  be  made.  It  would  seem  an  unavoidable  con- 
clusion that  these  variations  must  be  attributed  to  an  inconstancy 
<>(  the  co-efficient  of  friction  of  lubricated  parts,  such  as  is  familiar 
1;)  e\ery  one  who  has  given  much  time  to  the  investigation  of  the 
laws  of  friction  of  lubricated  surfaces.  It  was  endeavored  to  evade 
this  cause  of  uncertainty  by  the  use  of  a  "  sight-feed  "  in  the  steam- 
chest,  with  an  unusually  free  flow,  but  with  less  success  than  was 
hoped  for.  The  conclusions  are  not,  however,  less  positive  and 
ceitain  on  that  account. 

'i'lie  speed  of  the  engine  was  not  as  perfectly  held  in  this  series 
i<\  r.xpeiiments  as  in  the  first;  this  method  of  regulation  is  never 
1  \|i(xted  to  be  equal  to  that  introduced  with  the  automatic  engine, 
li  here  often  varied  ten  or  fifteen  revolutions  from  the  desired 
•  iiKhird  as  the  steam-pressure  and  the  load  changed.  Following 
-f  variations,  a  variation  of  the  friction-work  may  be  detected 
Miding  to  the  law  established  in  the  last  described  set  of  ex- 
j.  :iiuents,  but  often  obscured  by  the  unidentified  cause  of  still 
lai-er  variation.  It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  there  is  a  slight  but 
ob.-ervable  gradual  increase  in  the  amount  of  internal  friction  as  the 
point  of  cut-off  and  ratio  of  expansion  are  changed,  confirming  the 
prediction  or  suggestion  previously  made  by  the  writer  in  discuss- 
ing earlier  work.  The  friction  horse-power  ranges  from  an  average 
of  1.31  at  i/s  stroke  to  l.oo  at  %  stroke,  at  the  same  speed.  (This 
engine,  it  will  he  remembered,  is  6  inches  in  diameter  of  cylinder, 
and  one  foot  stroke  of  piston.)  The  total  power  exerted  ranged 
from  zero  on  the  brake,  and  about  one  and  a  half  horse-power 
by  indicator,  up  to  5. .54,  11.07,  12.60,  and  17.40  by  brake  at  the 
several  points  of  cut-off  chosen  respectively.  The  steam-pressure 
ranged  between  8.5  and  95  pounds  at  the  boiler,  its  variations 
being  due  to  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  experimenters;  but 
they  were  not  sufficient  to  affect  seriously  the  data  or  the  conclu- 
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INTERNAL  FRICTION  OF  ENGINE. 

SIBLEV   COLLEGE,    CORNELL    UXn-ERSITT,    JUNE,    1887 
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A  column  is  introduced  into  the  tables  giving  the  percentage  of 
the  total  power  developed  which  is  expended  in  the  overcoming  of 
the  internal  friction  of  the  engine.  This  column  exhibits,  perhaps 
e\en  more  clearly  than  either  of  the  others,  the  gain  to  be  secured 
by  throwing  upon  an  engine  the  maximum  amount  of  load  consist- 
ent with  maximum  efficiency  of  fluid  and  with  highest  total  effi- 
ciency  of   engine   in   other   respects.      General   experience    indicates 
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tliat  a  uut-otr  at  k'#.<  tliaii  ono-t'ourth  stroke,  at  such  pressures,  is 
usually  uneconomical  in  use  of  steam  in  such  engines,  and  this  in- 
vestigation shows  that  the  friction  of  engine  is  an  important  ele- 
ment of  loss  for  small  powers,  and  that  a  throttling  governor  and 
light  loads  mean  serious  defect  in  efficiency  and  economy.  Such 
an  engine  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  adapted  to  its  work  in  such 
manner  that  it  should  be  at  all  times  as  fully  loaded  as  possible.  It 
would  probably  be  even  sometimes  advisable  to  have  two  engines, 
the  one  for  periods  of  light  work,  the  other  for  times  of  full  power, 
in  order  to  secure  maximum  commercial  economy. 


The  accompanj'ing  engraving  (Fig.  2.)  exhibits  graphically  the 
results  of  these  investigations,  as  obtained  by  plotting  the  data  so 
obtained,  taking  the  net  horse-power  for  the  abscissas  and  the  cor- 
responding amount  of  friction  in  per  cent,  of  that  power  for  the  or- 
dinates.  It  is  at  a  glance  seen  that  the  curves  so  obtained  are  nearly, 
if  not  preci-sely,  parabolic,  and  that,  therefore,  the  internal  friction 
must  have  a  constant  value.  If  we  were  to  plot  the  results  here 
given,  taking  the  internal  friction  as  the  abscissas,  and  the  total 
powers  as  the  ordinates  of  the  curves,  the  line  would  be  rectilinear 
and  parallel  to  the  axis  of  abscissas. 
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COXCLUSIONS. 


(1.)  'Plir  (■oiichisiuii  (lcvi\(_'il  by  study  of  the  above  is  evidently 
that  the  internal  frietiun  of  an  engine  of  this  class,  operated  under 
the  conditions  here  described,  with  a  constant  s-peecl  secured  by  the 
action  of  a  throttling  governor,  is  sensibly  constant  for  all  loads,  and 
that  the  variations  occurring  at  the  points  of  connection  in  the  train 
transmitting  the  work  of  the  engine,  when  the  power  varies,  form 
too  small  a  proportion  of  the  total  friction  to  have  important  or 
sensible  effect  on  the  total,  or  to  be  observed  in  presence  of  other 
usual  causes  of  irregularity. 

( 2. )  The  conclusion  reached  by  a  comparison  of  the  results  of  this 
investigation  with  those  which  have  preceded  is  as  obviously  that 
the  internal  friction  of  this  class  of  engine  (the  non-condensing)  is 
sensibly  independent  of  the  magnitude  of  the  load  and  of  the  method 
of  steam  distribution,  or  of  the  power  developed;  but  that  it  is 
varialjle  with  speed  and  with  efficiency  of  lubrication  in  a  very  ob- 
servable degree. 

(o.)  In  the  engiue  here  used,  the  total  friction  was  considerably 
less  than  in  that  employed  in  the  investigation  last  reported,  prob- 
al)ly  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  longer  in  service,  and  its 
bearing  having  thus  come  to  a  better  condition.  We  may  thus 
readily  find  here  confirmation  of  a  fact  well  known  to  engineers  of 
experience,  tiiat  the  operation  of  a  well-cared-for  eilgine  will  con- 
tiniiously.  and   for  a  long  time,  appreciably  reduce  the  internal  fric- 


DISCUSSION. 

Prof.  ./.  E.  Denton. — We  have  now  had  presented  to  the  society 
by  Prof.  Thurston,  several  instances  of  this  paradoxical  showing 
regarding  the  friction  of  engines.  In  connection  with  his  previous 
paper  in  addition  to  the  examples  of  the  author,  Mr.  Barrus  pre- 
sented results  from  a  one  hundred  horse  power  Corliss  engine  in 
which  the  friction  was  similarly  constant.  There  was  some 
query  in  Prof.  Thurston's  previous  paper  as  to  whether  the  prin- 
ciple would  hold  for  all  cla.sses  of  engines  and  various  conditions 
of  running  of  the  same  engine. 

He  has  added  now  a  very  interesting  and  laborious  set  of  ex- 
periments further  answering  such  query. 

I  have  put  in  the  table  below  three  engines  which  have  come 
under  my  noiice,  the  results  regarding  which  still  further  increase 
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tht'    probability    of    the    hypothesis    that    the   friction    of   all    steam 
engines  with  cranks  is  practically  constant  for  all  loads. 


Indicated  Horse 

POWEB. 

Friction  in  Horse 
Power. 

Style  of  Engine. 

84  loaded. 
10  unloaded. 

7  loaded. 
10  unloaded. 

Westinghouse  12  x  11. 
300  revolutions. 

23.    loaded. 
5 . 1  unloaded. 

5      loaded. 
5.1  unloaded. 

Buckeye  7  x  14. 
280  revolutions. 

347 
18.5 

44 
40 

Compound  Condensing. 
Power  varied  bj'  throt- 

tliBg. 

181 
137 

19 
25 

Compound  Condensing. 
Power  varied  by  expan- 
sion. 

The  case  of  the  Westinghouse  engine  shows  considerably  less 
friction  loaded  than  when  unloaded.  The  result  was  obtained 
with  the  use  of  a  Prony  brake  which  was  under  perfect  control, 
water  being  maintained  against  the  inner  surface  of  the  brake 
wheel  rim  by  centrifugal  force  without  any  splashing  of  water 
upon  the  rubbing  surface  to  interfere  with  the  uniform  lubrication 
of  the  latter. 

In  the  case  of  tlie  Buckeye  engine,  the  power  was  absorbed  by 
a  dynamo  adjusted  upon  a  Brackett's  "  cradle  dynamometer."' 
Connection  was  made  through  a  vertical  belt  between  the  engine 
and  dynamo. 

The  variations  of  power  were  made  without  practical  variation 
of  the  slipping  of  the  belt,  and  hence  the  total  strain  upon  the 
main  shaft  bearings  was  not  affected  by  the  change  of  load  upon 
the  engine,  so  that  the  showing  of  constant  friction  is  in  this  case 
proved  to  be  independent  of  the  lessening  of  strain  upon  the  main 
shaft  bearings,  due  to  the  greater  upward  reaction  of  the  Prony 
brake  arm  as  the  load  upon  the  engine  is  increased.  (This  point 
was  pertinently  referred  to  in  the  discussion  of  Prof.  Thurston's 
previous  paper  by  Mr.  Hawkins.) 

The  cases  of  compound  condensing,  throttling,  and  e.xpansion 
engines  are  selected  from  the  Alsatian  engine  experiments  of  Hirn 
and  Hallauer  made  in  1876.  A  Prony  brake  was  used  to  absorb 
the  power. 
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I  thiuk  that,  taking  into  account  all  the  facts  thus  far  pre- 
sented on  this  subject,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  friction  of  all 
modem  crank  engines  is  practically  independent  of  the  load,  and 
Prof.  Thurston  is  clearly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  calling  special 
attention  to  the  fact. 

I  presume  this  fact  regarding  the  constancy  of  the  friction  has 
been  often  met  by  others,  but  no  particular  notice  has  been  taken 
of  it,*  and  although,  as  Mr.  Wolil  remarked  in  discussing  the  pre- 
vious paper,  most  steam  experts  have  used  the  friction  indicator 
cards  of  engines  as  representing  the  friction  of  the  engine  for  all 
loads:  on  the  other  hand,  much  time  and  money  have  been  occa- 
sionally expended  in  attempting  to  insert  dynamometers  between 
engines  and  their  work,  on  the  assumption  that  the  engine  fric- 
tion varied  with  the  load  to  an  important  degree.  The  usefulness 
of  Prof.  Thurston's  labors  on  the  subject  is,  therefore,  not  at  all 
problenuitical,  inasmuch  as  all  such  attempts  at  dynamometry 
may  be  eliminated  from  programmes  of  engine  testing. 

Eegarding  the  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the  friction  remaining 
practically  constant,  I  am  not  satisfied  with  that  proposed  by  the 
author,  which  I  understand  to  be  substantially  that,  since  the 
Thurston  oil  experiments  have  shown  it  possible  to  secure  less 
than  one  per  cent,  coefficient  of  friction  with  journals,  the  total 
journal  friction  of  an  en-gine  is  a  small  quantity  compared  with  the 
friction  of  its  piston  and  valve  gear,  and  hence  as  the  latter  is 
not  liable  to  increase  with  increase  of  load  upon  the  engine,  the 
only  variable  friction  is  that  due  to  the  journals,  which  because  of 
the  reduction  of  coefficient  of  friction  with  increase  of  pressure, 
do  not  vary  sufficiently  in  their  friction  with  increase  of  load  to 
affect  the  total  friction  sensibly.  Xow  the  following  facts  are  op- 
posed to  this  explanation: 

1st.  Coefficients  of  friction  of  one  per  cent,  and  under  are  only 
obtained  with  bearings  in  an  exceptionally  smooth  condition, 
supplied  with  an  impractically  large  supply  of  lubricant,  and  op- 
erated under  conditions  which  afford  a  constant  longitudinal  mo- 
tion of  considerable  amplitude.  Xone  of  these  conditions  are 
obtained  in  engine  bearings  in  practice. 


*Tests  of  16  X  30  Porter-Allen  engine  made  at  American  Institute,  New  York, 
1871,  gave  results  as  follows  (power  absorbed  by  Prony  brake): 

Indicated  H.  P 27  .56  84  109  142 

Friction  by  Prony  Brake 9.1  9.5  8.4  8.7  12.7 
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'ii\.  The  jii^ton  rod  of  a  "i"  X  l-l"  t'ngino  beiug  freed  from  the 
cross  head,  and  steam  of  60  lbs.  pressure  let  into  both  ends  of  tlie 
cylinder,  the  piston  moved  rapidly  towaid  the  cross  head. 

Area  of  piston-rod.  1-38  of  piston. 

Area  of  piston  packing  rings,  10  inches. 

Assuming  steam  to  act  underneath  the  ring  with  full  pressure, 
the  coefficient  of  friction,  neglecting  the  stuffing-box  friction,  is 
about  T  per  cent.  Tal<c  this  coefficient  at  10  per  cent.,  and  sub- 
tract the  power  absorbed  by  the  piston  and  valve,  on  this  basis, 
from  the  total  friction  of  the  engine  to  which  the  paper  refers, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  assume  upward  of  10  per  cent,  coef- 
ficient of  friction  at  all  bearings  to  account  for  the  remaining  fric- 
tion of  the  engine. 

od.  If  an  engine  with  crank  and  fly-wheel  be  run  without  a 
governor,  against  a  constant  resistance,  no  practical  variation  of 
speed  can  be  caused  by  varying  the  lubrication  of  the  cylinder, 
whereas  a  rock  drill  or  steam  hammer,  or  direct  acting  pump,  has 
its  speed  largely  affected  by  variations  of  cylinder  lubrication. 
Hence  it  appears  that  the  friction  of  the  piston  and  valve  is  not 
the  main  internal  resistance  of  a  crank  engine. 

-1th.  Although  it  is  true  that  the  coefficients  of  friction  of  jour- 
nals decrease  with  increase  of  pressure,  such  reduction  is  never 
sufficient,  with  constant  feed  of  oil,  to  prevent  some  increase  of 
the  absolute  friction.  Hence  the  cases  cited  in  which  engines 
show  less  friction  loaded  than  unloaded  are  not  at  all  accounted 
for  by  this  reduction  of  coefficient  with  pressure. 

The  following  hypothesis  regarding  the  cause  of  the  constant 
friction  phenomenon  appears  to  possess  probability: 

It  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  most  sensitive  factor  in  the 
fi  iction  of  a  bearing  is  the  amount  of  oil  supplied.  If  this  be  in- 
1  leased  where  the  supply  is  restricted,  as  in  the  ease  of  practical 
bearings  generally,  it  is  quite  possible  to  reduce  the  absolute  fric- 
tion at  a  given  pressure  to  less  than  that  obtained  at  a  lower  pres- 
sure under  the  less  supply  of  the  lubricant. 

If,  now,  a  bearing — for  instance,  a  crank  pin — has  attached  to 
it  an  oil  cup  capable  of  supplying  lubricant  continuously,  the  rate 
at  which  the  oil  is  fed  from  the  cup  to  Ihe  pin  may  be  largely  af- 
fected by  the  suction  produced  by  the  release  of  pressure  on  one 
side  of  the  pin  at  the  instant  of  passing  the  dead  center;  and  the 
harder  the  engine  is  worked,  the  greater  will  be  this  suction,  and 
the  greater  the   quantity  of  lubricant  applied   to  the  bearing,   and 
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hence  a  ]iossilil('  nMliution  of  I'riction  mio'lit  ensue  eorisistent  with 
the  results  ohtaineil  liy  Prof.  Thurston's  tests. 

Such  action  wouhl  apply  to  all  circular  journals,  and  possibly 
to  the  slides. 

Oil  cups  for  shafting,  and  some  forms  of  locomotive  crank  pin 
cups,  are  adjusted  so  as  to  feed  a  drop  only  when  pressed  upon 
the  hand  and  quickly  withdrawn,  so  that  a  slight  suction  is  cre- 
ated:  and  it  is  assumed  that  a  similar  but  greater  suction  acts 
through  the  motions  of  the  bearings,  to  cause  the  cups  to  feed. 

The  above  hypothesis  is  consistent  with  this  idea. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Towne. — If  the  curious  results  reported  by  Prof. 
Thurston  are  true  of  a  new  engine,  or  engine  that  has  not  been 
run  long  enough  to  bring  it  do-mi  to  its  bearings,  they  would  cer- 
tainly seem  paradoxical;  if  applied  to  an  engine  which  has  been 
a  considerable  length  of  time  in  use,  and  has  got  into  its  best 
working  condition,  I  can  see  that  there  is  a  possible  explanation 
for  a  portion,  if  not  all,  of  the  results  referred  to.  It  would  be 
this — that  an  ordinary  steam  engine,  under  usual  conditions,  is 
run  with  a  tolerably  constant  load.  It  is  conceivable  that  its 
bearings  and  parts  adjust  themselves  to  the  conditions  obtaining 
under  that  load  and  attain  their  best  working  condition  there.  If, 
therefore,  the  load  is  taken  off,  the  elastic  qualities  of  the  mate- 
rials employed  in  constructing  the  different  parts  of  the  engine 
would  tend  to  produce  slight  disturbances  in  the  relationsliip  of 
the  parts,  which  changes  might  be  quite  sufficient  so  to  alter  the 
bearings  of  one  on  the  other  as  to  produce  the  curious  result — an 
increase  of  friction  with  a  diminution  of  load.  I  would  ask  Prof. 
Thurston  if  his  experiments  have  covered  ground  which  would 
make  this  point  clear — whether  any  difference  has  been  noticed  in 
these  results  in  experimenting  with  an  engine  which  is  new  as 
compared  with  one  that  has  been  running  a  considerable  time. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wehher. — I  arrived  at  precisely  the  same  conclusion 
on  the  transmission  of  power  through  a  transmitting  dynamometer 
some  years  since,  or  in  187],  which  Prof.  Thurston  has  arrived 
at  with  the  engine.  I  found  slight  differences  in  the  friction  due 
to  velocity,  but  I  also  found  that  after  I  had  determined  the 
velocity  and  friction,  any  addition  to  the  load  placed  on  the 
Prony  brake  at  one  end  of  the  transmitting  dynamometer 
simply  required  an  equal  weight  to  be  placed  on  the  lever  of  the 
dynamometer  to  balance  it  on  the  other.  We  started  with  a  small 
fraction  of  a  horse  power  and  went  up  to  four  or  five  or  six  liorse 
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powiT.  with  some  weight  added  at  the  other  end  immediately  bal- 
ancing it.  I  found  the  same  trouble  which  Prof.  Thurston  sug- 
gests for  many  reasons  in  getting  at  these  results,  before  I  could  get 
the  Prony  brake  to  work  with  an  equal  and  smooth  friction.  I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  experience  with  every  one  who  has  ever  attempted 
to  use  one.  To  work  a  Prony  brake  properly  requires  about  three 
people— one  to  handle  the  screws,  one  to  attend  to  the  lubrica- 
tion, and  one  to  count  the  revolutions;  but  I  am  happy  to  see  that 
these  results,  arrived  at  a  dozen  or  more  years  ago,  allow  me  to  say 
that  I  agree  entirely  with*  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  Mr.  Thurs- 
ton. These  data  were  entrusted  to  a  friend  in  1871,  and  were  mis- 
laid, and  only  came  to  light  after  his  death,  some  three  years  ago. 

^Jl•.  Will.  Kent. — I  would  like  to  ask  if  Mr.  Webber  has  re- 
duced his  figures  to  the  coefficient  of  friction. 

Mr.  Webber. — I  did.  sir,  and  the  coefficient  of  friction  diminished 
very  rapidly,  and  almost  exactly  in  agreement  with  the  figures 
given  Ijy  Mr.  Woodbury  in  the  paper  read  some  three  or  four 
years  since  before  the  society. 

Frof.  R.  H.  Thurston.— 1  do  not  think,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
have  very  much  to  add  to  what  has  been  said.  Certainly  nothing 
in  contradiction  to  what  has  been  stated  here.  I  have  not  thought 
that  it  was  very  much  of  a  paradox;  the  real  question  with  me 
was  whether  it  was  correct  to  say,  as  De  Pambour  has  said,  that 
the  total  load  on  an  engine,  or  on  any  machine,  is  equal  to  a  cer- 
tain constant  plus  a  certain  percentage  of  the  added  load.  The 
custom  of  engineers  all  through  the  days  of  my  early  experience 
has  been  to  assume  that  the  internal  friction  of  an  engine  is  a  con- 
stant quantity,  and  these  experiments  were  made  simply  to  ascer- 
tain which  were  right — De  Pambour  and  those  who  followed  him, 
or  those  more  experienced,  if  less  accurate,  engineers  wlio  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  tliat  it  was  practically  correct  to  say  that  the 
interaal  friction  was  constant  whether  the  engine  be  loaded  or  not. 

In  regard  to  the  working  of  journals,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  yet* 
what  are  the  coefficients  to  be  expected  in  the  ordinary  working 
of  engines.  I  do  not  think  it  is  correct  to  say  that  there  is  no 
end-play  in  the  journal,  because  we  usually  intend  that  there  shall 
be.  On  a  journal  of  six  or  eight  inches  in  diameter,  and  twice 
that  length,  I  would  give  an  end-play  from  an  eighth  to  a  quarter 
'■  nn  inch,  and  should  always  endeavor  to  see  that  it  took  it  up. 

Investigation.*  in  progress,  and  to  be  reported  later,  may  settle  this  point. 

R.  H.  T. 
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In  some  cases  Ijuilders — my  impression  is  that  Prof.  Street  does 
it — so  construct  the  journals  of  the  main  shaft  that  the  engine 
not  only  has  end-play  there,  but  actually  takes  it  up,  by  a  slight 
endwise  motion  of  the  crank-shaft  at  every  turn  of  the  engine. 
However,  I  have  seen  engines  working  for  a  great  many  years  in 
which  there  was  no  observable  end-play,  and  with  journals  so 
magnificently  smooth  that  no  testing-machine  journal,  as  ordi- 
narily used,  could  approach  them.  I  remember  one  such  old  en- 
gine well — one  with  which  I  was  familiar  when  a  boy.  It  had 
settled  down  to  a  regimen  which  was  absolutely  constant,  and  the 
face  of  the  journal  had  assumed  a  beautiful  brown,  mirror-like 
polish,  and  even  the  minute  scores  made  in  the  surface  by  an  oc- 
casional bit  of  grit  had  not  been  rubbed  out  by  the  endwise  mo- 
tion; the  condition  of  the  journal  was  almost  perfection.  I  have 
no  question  that  ample  end-play  gives  this  perfection  with  much 
greater  certainty.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  operation  of  the  en- 
gine should  not  give  coefficients  very  similar  to  those  obtained  on 
a  testing  machine.  It  is  true  that  in  the  ordinary  testing  of  metals 
on  testing  machines  there  is  often  a  large  surplus  of  oil  used;  and 
yet,  where  we  have  used  the  ordinary  wick  feed,  we  have  obtained 
these  same  low  coefficients.*  The  lowest  coefficients,  even,  that 
have  been  obtained  by  this  latter  method,  so  far  as  I  know,  have 
been  improved  upon  vastly  by  the  method  of  flooding  journals  by 
the  "  oil  bath,"  illustrated  in  all  the  experiments  of  Beauchamp 
Tower,  which  were  made  for  the  British  Institution  of  Mechanical 
Engineers.!  But  I  make  no  pretense  of  asserting  exactly  how  the 
friction  of  the  engine  is  distributed.  The  suggestion  I  made  a 
year  ago  seems  a  very  plausible  one — that  in  the  presence  of  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  friction  these  quantities  may  disappear  as  af- 
fecting the  total — and  I  think  it  is  possible  that  this  may  cover  the 
case.    I  am  not  at  all  sure  of  that,  however. 

I  was  asked  whether  I  knew  anything  of  the  difference  between 
old  and  new  engines.  I  do  not.  The  engines  which  are  reported 
here  as  experimented  upon  were  practically  new.  Two  were 
newly  constructed,  and  the  other,  although  an  older  engine,  had 
been  in  use  a  less  proportionate  time.  I  should  assume  that  the 
coefficient  of  friction  of  journals  would  be  lower  in  old  engines 
that  had  been  running  a  long  time  and  well  cared  for  than  in  new. 

*Coefficients  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  are  often  obtained  under  conditions 
which  seem  to  me  less  favorable  than  in  good  engine-shaft  and  pin  journals. 
jTrans.  In.st.  Mech.  Eng'rs,  Great  Britain,  1883,  p.  632.  R.  H.  T. 
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BY   JOHN    E.    SWEET.    SYRiCrSE.    NEW    YORK. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

So  far  as  is  knomi  to  the  writer,  wherever  pistons  have  been 
packed  to  prevent  the  escape  of  steam  (e.xeept  in  the  ease  now  to 
be  described)  the  object  has  been  accomplished  by  forcing  the  hemp 
or  rings,  or  whatever  was  used,  against  the  surface  of  the  cylinder. 
That   this   system   has   been   perfectly   satisfactory   in   thousands   of 
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cases  is  undeniable;  that  it  has  not  always  been  satisfactory  is 
equally  undeniable.  That  nearly  all  sorts  have  been  satisfactory  in 
certain  cases  is  probably  true,  but  that  any  one  sort  has  always  been 
satisfactor}-,  no  one,  I  guess,  believes,  except  makers  of  that  partic- 
ular sort.  That  the  principle  embodied  in  the  new  plan  will  always 
work  right,  is  not  at  all  likely,  but  it  will  work,  in  many  cases,  I 
believe,  where  others  have  failed. 

The  reason  the  simple  small  square  rings  turned  eccentric  and 
sprung  in  the  cylinders  do  not  always  prove  successful  is  due  to  the 
difficulty  in  establishing  a  proper  balance  between  two  conflicting 
conditions;  sufficient  initial  tension  so  as  not  to  be  sttiek  fast  by 
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bad  oil  or  abrasiou,  or  liability  unduly  to  wear  themselves  and  the 
cylinders  if  given  too  much  set. 

Fig.  3  shows  all  there  is  really  new  about  the  scheme  I  have  to 
present,  and  it  is  wliat  it  appears  to  be,  a  common  eccentric  ring 
hooked  together  by  a  clamp  which  forms  a  part  of  the  ring  itself, 
and  this  hook  clamp  limits  the  expansion  of  the  ring  and  changes 
the  whole  principle  of  its  action. 

The  rings  are  cast  heavj^,  rough  turned  very  much  larger  than 
the  cylinder,  a  piece  cut  out,  sprung  together  and  fitted  with  the 
hook  clamp  or  shoes,  left  slightly  larger  than  the  cylinder  and  then 
re-turned  to  a  tight  fit.     It  will  be  noticed  that  the  rings  can  com- 
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press  to  a  limited  extent,  but  cannot  expand.  In  use  they  act,  or 
are  supposed  to  act,  as  follows: 

AVlien  the  engine  is  first  started  and  the  hot  piston  moves  to  the 
cold  end  of  the  cylinder,  the  rings  compress  and  allow  it  to  go  free; 
but  when  both  cylinder  and  piston  get  up  to  working  temperature, 
the  rings  just  fit  and  work  witliout  any  pressure  and  vei'y  little 
tendency  to  wear. 

Filing  out  the  hooks  compensates  for  wear  when  it  has  taken 
place.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  hook  clamp  is  longer  at  one  end  than 
the  other.  The  object  of  this  is  to  break  joints  when  two  rings 
are  placed  side  and  side  in  the  same  groove,  and  thus  cut  off  the 
leak  which  would  otherwise  take  place  through  the  gaps.  The  hook 
clamps  or  shoes  are  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  piston,  in  the  hori- 
zontal engines,  and  secured  by  leaving  them  a  tight  fit  and  allow- 
ing the  follower  to  bind  them  fast. 
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Figs.  4  ami  5  show  the  arraugeiiieiit  as 
used  in  a  large  piston  witli  spider,  bull  ring 
and  follower,  and  the  method  of  lining  up 
the  rod  witli  liners  between  bull  ring  and 
spider. 

The  objection  to  the  plan  is  that  it  is  only 
applicable,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  to 
parallel  cylinders,  a  thing  not  always  obtain- 
able, but  one  that  is  more  easily  obtained 
as  machinery  and  methods  improve.  With 
a  parallel  cylinder,  and  the  job  properly 
fitted  up,  I  know  of  nothing  in  the  line 
niore  satisfactory. 


py^ 


DISCUSSION. 


I'rof.  J.  B.  Wehb. — I  would  like  to  ask  Prof.  Sweet  whether  the 
invention  cannot  be  described  as  a  solid  piston  with  an  arrange- 
ment to  prevent  it  from  sticking  in  the  cylinder — wliether,  so  far 
as  the  working  quality  is  concerned,  it  is  not  essentially  a  solid 
piston  ? 

Prof.  De  Volson  Wood. — I  wish  to  ask  to  what  use  has  this  ring 
been  put?  It  so  happens  that  many  good  things  which  appear 
very  good  at  first,  prove  to  be  defective  with  use.  As  long  as  a 
thing  is  really  new,  if  it  is  fairly  good,  we  do  not  know  the  objec- 
tions which  may  arise  afterward.  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
this  device  has  been  tested  in  practice  to  an  extent  to  show  its 
merits  and  demerits. 

Mr.  Geo.  S.  Strong. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Sweet,  or  any  one 
else  who  lias  had  experience,  why  east-iron  rings  where  they  are 
sprung  in,  as  they  are  in  ordinary  locomotive  practice,  or  Eams- 
bottom  rings,  have  a  tendency  to  break  in  service.  They  are 
very  good  as  long  as  they  last;  but  I  find  they  very  often  will 
break,  and  the  engine  will  run  for  some  mcmths  before  you  find 
it  out.  You  take  the  cylinder  head  ofl:  and  find  your  ring  in 
twenty  or  thirty  pieces,  sometimes  cutting  the  cylinder  to  pieces. 
I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  question  of  finding  a  good  pis- 
ton packing  which  will  stay  together  and  last.  Perhaps  Mr. 
Sweet's  device  will  overcome  the  difficulty  I  speak  of.  I  cannot 
account  for  it  myself,  and  I  have  not  met  any  one  who  can  account 
for  that  tendency.     Sometimes  it. will  last  for  a  year,  and  again 
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you  will  liiU'u  tu  jnit  in  m  dozen  in  a  year.  I  do  not  know  whetlier 
it  is  water  in  tlie  cylinder,  or  uiiei|ual  pressure,  or  wliat  it  is  that 
causes  these  rings  to  go  to  pieces. 

Mr.  F.  If.  Ball. — I  would  like  to  ask  Prof.  Sweet  if  he  has  not 
found  that  parallel  cylinders  wear  larger  in  the  center,  and  how 
his  ring  would  do  in  cases  of  that  kind.  The  elastic  ring,  of 
course,  wonld  follow  the  cylinder  in  all  positions  of  the  piston. 

Mr.  Oberlin  Smith. — I  think  that  when  a  ring  breaks,  it  is  from 
the  same  cause  that  makes  other  metallic  structures  break — it  has 
to  mo\e  too  near  to  tiie  elastic  limit  of  that  particular  piece  of 
metal.  Probably  the  (jualities  of  cast-iron  which  are  homoge- 
neous and  have  no  flaws  in  them  last  better  than  the  poor  ones. 
But,  perhaps,  if  rings  that  do  break  were  proportioned  differ- 
ently— made  thinner  in  a  radial  direction,  they  would  not  give 
way  so  often  in  the  way  Mr.  Strong  speaks  of. 

I  would  like  to  ask  Prof.  Sweet  in  regard  to  the  wear  of  the 
outside  of  the  ring  and  the  bore  of  cylinder.  The  paper  says 
that  lie  Hies  away  the  hook  portion,  when  it  is  worn  too  loose, 
so  as  to  allow  it  to  expand  a  little  larger  after  so  filing.  How 
often  does  this  usually  have  to  be  done  ? 

Mr.  T.  R.  Almond. — Wouldn't  it  appear  that  the  increased 
velocity  of  the  piston  would  be  the  cause  of  the  extra  wear? 

Mr.  H.  deB.  Parsons. — In  reply  to  the  question  just  put,  I  would 
say  that  it  has  always  been  considered  by  me  (granting  the  cylinder 
is  worn  in  the  middle),  that  it  was  due  to  compression  in  the 
packing  of  the  stuffing  box.  When  the  crank  at  mid-stroke  is  at 
right  angles  to  the  center  line  of  the  engine,  and  the  connecting 
rod  at  its  greatest  angle,  the  latter  exerts  a  vertical  pressure  on 
the  end  of  the  piston  rod,  which  would  be  enough  to  throw  the 
piston  slightly  out  of  parallel  and  thus  unduly  wear  the  cylinder. 

Mr.  Angus  Sinclair. — I  think  if  that  deflection  was  sufficient  to 
lead  to  the  breakage  of  a  piston  ring  that  it  would  be  felt  much 
more  on  metallic  rod  packing  for  instance,  and  that  it  would 
injure  the  packing  so  much  that  it  would  leak  badly  before  it 
would  lend  to  injury  to  the  rings  inside. 

Mr.  Almond. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Sinclair  what  he  thinks 
about  the  action  of  the  piston  in  the  cylinder  in  traveling  across 
the  center  and  the  quantity  of  motion  there.  The  increased 
motion  of  the  piston  as  it  passes  the  center,  in  my  opinion,  would 
cause  the  increase  of  wear  at  that  point. 

The  President. — Increased  velocity,  you  mean? 
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Mr.  Aliiuind. — Gientor  veloi-ily  in  jmssing  the  center  or  at  tlie 
center.     The  greatest  velocity  must  he,  of  course,  at  tlie  center. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — I  can  scarcely  see  it.  T  think  I  can  lianlly 
agree  with  that. 

About  that  matter  which  Mr.  Strong  spoke  of  in  regard  to  the 
breakage  of  Ramsbottom  piston  rings,  my  experience  has  been 
that  some  roads  use  these  very  successfully  and  have  no  reason 
to  complain  of  the  breakage.  The  breakage  is  not  by  any  means 
greater  than  with  the  ordinary  steam  piston  rings,  and  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  material  used  has  something  to 
do  with  it,  and  I  think  that  occasionally  the  rings  are  injured  in 
springing  them  on.  I  can  see  no  other  causes  which  would  lead 
to  the  destruction  of  which  he  speaks. 

Mr.  0.  C.  Woohoii. — I  want  to  know  if  any  of  the  gentlemen 
here  have  observed,  in  opening  the  steam  cylinder  of  a  pump,  or 
the  cylinder  of  an  engine,  that  the  center  of  the  cylinder  had  the 
appearance  of  being  much  less  lubricated  than  the  ends.  It  is  a 
matter  that  suggested  itself  to  me  in  years  past,  that  if  there  is  any 
difficulty  at  all  in  lubricating  a  cylinder  it  occurs  more  in  the  cen- 
ter than  at  the  end.  I  think  that  would  account  for  the  wear 
somewhat.  In  addition  to  that,  it  has  also  occurred  to  me  that 
in  the  steam  packing  rings  there  is  an  opportunity  of  getting  a 
greater  force  on  these  rings  in  the  center  of  the  cylinder  than  at 
the  ends.  In  other  words,  unless  we  have  a  large  cushion,  the 
packing  rings  do  not  get  to  business  quite  as  quick,  and  I  think 
there  is  a  greater  force  on  those  rings,  as  it  starts  away  from  each 
end,  than  directly  at  the  end,  and  in  that  way  I  think  it  helps  to 
wear  the'  center,  when  there  is  evidence  of  such  wear. 

Mr.  Strong. — Since  I  spoke  before,  I  have  had  my  attention 
called  to  a  ring  they  are  using  on  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad,  in 
which,  in  turning  the  grooves  in  the  piston,  they  slip  the  center  off 
about  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch,  turning  in  just  room  enough  to 
allow  the  ring  to  bear  against  the  bottom  of  the  groove  and  against 
the  face  of  the  cylinder,  so  that  they  carry  the  piston  on  the  ring, 
and  they  turn  the  ring  without  any  eccentricity,  and  they  leave 
the  ring  loose  in  the  groove,  so  that  the  ring  is  free  to  turn,  and 
in  practice  they  find  that  the  ring  does  turn  so  that  it  wears  per- 
fectly even  all  the  time.  It  does  not  wear  thinner  at  the  bottom 
or  at  any  one  point,  and  the  piston  itself  never  rides  on  the  cylin- 
der, but  rides  on  the  ring  altogether,  and  they  are  getting  very 
good  results,  so  far,  on  these  rings.     I  think  probably  this  break- 
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age  1  speak  of  is  due  in  a  good  many  cases  to  the  fact  that  the 
rings  are  fastened  on  the  piston  so  that  they  cannot  turn,  and  they 
wear  tliinner  where  they  ride  on  the  bottom  of  the  cylinder.  They 
become  weaker  there  than  at  any  other  point  and  break. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Babcocl: — The  time  which  is  appropriated  to  this 
subject  has  expired.  Permit  me  to  add  a  word  in  regard  to  the 
wearing  of  steam  cylinders.  It  is  not  a  regular  thing  for  a  steam 
cylinder  to  wear  larger  in  the  middle.  I  have  known  many  of  them 
to  wear  larger  at  the  ends,  at  one  time  when  it  was  fashionable  to 
put  in  a  "  steam  "  packing,  as  they  called  it,  in  which  the  pressure 
was  admitted  under  the  rings.  In  engines  with  short  cut-off,  it 
was  found  that  the  cylinders  would  wear  considerably  faster  at 
the  ends  than  in  the  middle.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever 
noticed  a  cylinder  which  had  worn  larger  in  the  middle  than  at 
the  ends;  but  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  find  a  cylinder  smaller 
just  at  the  end.  Where  the  piston  does  not  override  the  counter- 
bore,  it  is  very  common  to  find  a  ring  at  the  end  smaller  than  the 
rest  of  the  bore,  which  may  lead  to  the  impression  that  it  is  worn 
larger  in  the  middle.  Speaking  of  the  wear  of  steam  cylinders,  I 
remember  an  old  steamboat  on  the  Hudson,  the  Rip  Van  Winlie, 
which  had  a  horizontal  cylinder  laid  do\\Ti  upon  the  keel  working 
through  a  triangular  beam.  It  was  said  when  she  was  built  that 
the  cylinder  would  wear  out  of  round  because  of  the  weight  of  the 
piston  running  in  the  horizontal  cylinder,  but  after  that  engine 
had  been  running  twenty  years  it  was  very  carefully  measured, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  horizontal  diameter  of  the  cylinder  was 
actually  greater  than  the  vertical  direction;  the  difference  being 
the  spring  of  the  metal.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  this  cylinder  was 
bored  vertically,  when  it  was  laid  down  upon  its  side  it  sprung 
slightly,  from  its  own  weight,  and  twenty  years  of  constant  use 
had  not  been  sufficient  to  wear  the  amount  of  that  spring  out 
of  it. 

Mr.  Daniel  Ashworlli. — It  has  occurred  to  me  in  close  observa- 
tion upon  the  boring  of  cylinders,  that  in  a  majority  of  cases 
where  there  is  a  difference  in  the  texture  of  the  iron,  that  the  por- 
ous portion,  or  the  less  homogenous  portion,  is  mostly  in  the 
center  of  the  cylinder.  A¥c  have  a  clearer,  more  solid  texture  at 
the  ends,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
there  would  be,  at  the  very  start,  a  tendency  to  wear  more  at  the 
middle  of  the  cylinder  than  where  tlie  iron  is  of  a  closer  texture. 
This    is    something    which    I    have    frequently    observed    in    boring 
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ivlindcr?.  That  may  have  something  to  do  with  a  cvlinder  wear- 
ing hirger  in  the  center  than  at  the  ends. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Almond. — Some  experiments  were  made  in  my  sliop 
by  Mr.  Hobart  in  turning  out  a  liole  in  a  large  coupling,  the  hole 
lieing  four  inelies  in  diameter.  He  found  that  the  power  required 
on  one  side  of  the  hole  when  the  tool  was  boring  was  very  con- 
siderably greater  than  on  the  other  side,  and  the  casting  was  a 
very  good-looking  casting,  solid  throughout,  and,  to  all  appear- 
ances, it  hardly  showed  any  variation  in  porosity  or  density.  The 
case  was  rather  surprising  to  me,  although  I  had  noticed  for  a 
long  time  all  those  little  difficulties  that  occur  because  of  the  vary- 
ing densities  of  materials.  But  this  was  specially  noticeable  be- 
cause it  took  so  very  much  more  power  on  one  side  of  the  hole 
than  on  the  other — perhaps  as  much  as  20  per  cent.  more.  There 
were  a  great  many  experiments  made  in  that  connection  at  that 
time,  and  in  every  instance  we  noticed  such  a  difference  in  the 
density  corresponding  to,  perhaps,  the  bottom  or  to  the  top  of  the 
casting. 

Mr.  John  E.  Sweet. — In  reply  to  Prof.  Wel)b,  I  would  say  that, 
according  to  my  notion,  the  piston  acts  exactly  like  a  solid  piston 
after  both  piston  and  cylinder  become  heated  to  the  same  temper- 
ature; and  to  Prof.  Wood,  that  it  cannot  be  told  what  may  be  the 
result  after  some  years  of  use,  because  it  is  not  over  two  years 
since  the  first  one  was  made.  Aside  from  my  own  experience,  I 
will  say  that  rings  put  in  a  pair  of  26"  cylinders,  and  run  six 
months  without  stopping,  were  reported  by  the  engineer  to  be  as 
tight  as  when  first  put  in;  and  in  the  case  of  a  24"  Buckeye  en- 
gine at  Beaver  Falls,  the  chief  engineer  writes  that  after  running 
six  mopths  he  put  95  lbs.  of  steam  in  one  end,  and  his  head  in  the 
other,  without  inconvenience. 

In  regard  to  the  breaking  of  the  small  cast-iron  rings  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Strong,  I  know  of  but  one  reason,  not  mentioned,  which 
may  lead  to  this  breakage:  when  the  grooves  are  deeper  than  the 
tliickness  of  the  rings,  and  the  rings  overrun  the  counterbore, 
they  may  be  blown  in,  so  to  speak:  then,  after  leaving  the  counter- 
bore,  snap  out  against  the  cylinder,  and  in  that  way  break  tliem- 
selves.  That  they  do  so  blow  in  and  snap  out,  we  have  proven  to 
our  own  satisfaction  to  be  a  fact. 

To  llr.  Oberlin  Smith  I  would  say  that  we  cannot  tell  how 
often  it  will  be  necessary  to  file  out  tlie  hooks,  as  we  have  not,  as 
yet,  had  to  file  out  any. 
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Regarding  the  cylinder  wearing  larger  at  the  ends  than  in  the 
middle,  or  larger  in  the  middle  than  at  the  ends,  so  far  as  this 
metliod  of  packing  is  concerned,  there  is  no  experience  to  indicate 
what  the  final  result  is  to  be,  but  reason  would  indicate  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  ring  to  wear  the  cylinder  unevenly,  whatever 
other  influences  may  do.  That  the  increased  velocity  should 
wear  the  cylinder  faster  in  the  middle  than  at  the  ends,  I  do  not 
believe;  nor  should  I  expect  a  cylinder  to  be  more  porous  in  the 
middle  than  at  the  ends,  nor  inefficient  lubrication  to  show  itself 
any  sooner  there.  Imperfect  alignment  is  far  more  likely  to  cause 
trouble  by  making  a  fulcrum  of  the  piston-rod  packing,  as  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Parsons. 
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.V  ErOXOMICAL  METHOD  OF  HEATiyO  AND  TEN- 
TILATIXG  AX  OFFICE  AXD  WAEEHOUSE  BUILD- 
IXG. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Vawuis  metliods  have  been  devised  and  are  in  use  for  heating 
large  rooms,  manufactories,  and  public  buildings.  Some  of  them 
take  into  consideration  the  ventilation  of  the  buildings  as  well. 

I  will  describe  briefl}'  a  method  which  I  have  had  in  use  in  my 
--■re  in  Xorth  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  the  past  two  win- 
ters, which  has  been  very  satisfactory.  It  has  been  very  economical, 
and  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  its  eflBciency  at  all  times,  no 
matter  what  the  condition  of  the  weather  might  be. 

A  reference  to  the  accompanying  sketch  will  clearly  give  a  cor- 

t  understanding  of  the  arrangement.     (Fig.  6.) 

An  exhaust  fan  driven  direct  by  a  small  upright  engine  is  con- 
nected with  a  "patent  air-heater"  placed  in  the  basement  at  the 
front  of  the  store  by  an  18-inch  galvanized  pipe. 

An  upright  boiler  in  the  basement  furnishes  steam  to  run  the 
engine;  the  exhaust  steam  from  the  engine  is  delivered  through  the 
exhaust  pipe  into  the  base  of  the  air-heater  on  one  side,  and  the 
drip  and  condensed  steam  is  conveyed  away  through  a  pipe  at  the 
otlier. 

i'!ie  exhaust  steam  of  the  engine  furnishes  all  the  heat  usually 
:.  but  as  a  precaution,  and  for  use  early  in  the  morning,  in  ex- 
irfiiiely  cold  weather,  or  for  use  in  very  moderate  weather,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  when  it  is  unnecessary  to  run  the  engine,  a  small 
live  steam  pipe  is  connected  with  the  base  of  the  heater.  The  fan 
runs  at  a  verj'  low  speed,  and  is  perfectly  noiseless.  In  my  case,  no 
conducting  pipes  for  the  distribution  of  the  air  are  necessary,  and 
the  variations  of  temperature  in  different  parts  of  the  store  are  not 
observable  with  the  ordinary  commercial  thermometer.  By  exam- 
ining the  sketch,  it  will  be  seen  the  store  itself  becomes  one  large 
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conducting  tube — and  the  air  is  used  over  and  over  again,  enough 
fresh    air   coming    in    through   openings    around   the   windows    and 
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through  doors  uonstiintly  being  opened.  An  opening  near  the  bot- 
tom of  the  heater  lias  been  provided,  and  can  be  used  for  supplying 
fresh  air  when  greater  ventilation  and  less  heat  are  required. 

The  following  data  are  submitted: 

Length  of  store,  95  feet;  width  of  store,  24  feet;  height  of 
basement  8  feet  6  inches  in  the  clear;  height  of  first  or  main  floor 
13  feet  in  the  clear;  lieight  of  second  floor,  11  feet  6  inches  in  the 
clear.* 

The  side  walls  are  brick,  inside  walls  plastered,  and  have  no 
openings. 

The  front  is  almost  wholly  of  glass,  and  the  large  windows  are 
hinged,  and  open  or  close  like  a  door.  They  are  not  very  tight. 
About  three-fourths  of  the  wall  surface  of  the  back  end  is  composed 
of  glass;  the  rest  of  brick. 

The  building  is  five  stories  and  basement,  and  I  only  occupy  and 
heat  the  first  and  second  stories  and  basement,  but  I  think  I  could 
easily  heat  the  whole  with  my  apparatus  at  a  very  little  increase  of 
cost  in  fuel. 

The  engine  that  drives  the  fan  is  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  has 
three  inches  stroke.  The  wheel  in  the  fan  is  36  inches  diameter,  and 
13%  inches  wide  at  the  outlet  of  wheel;  the  area  of  discharge  of 
blower  1.76  square  feet  and  the  inlet  is  same  size.  The  heater  is  about 
3  feet  wide,  6  feet  6  inches  high,  and  20  feet  deep,  and  filled  with  588 
feet  of  one-inch  steam  pipe.  I  am  so  well  satisfied  with  the  results  I 
get  from  this  apparatus,  that  I  have  not  made  any  close  and  accurate 
e.xperiments  of  what  I  can  do  with  it.  I  know  from  the  cost  of  my 
fuel  that  the  expense  of  heating  all  I  occupy  is  about  the  same  as  I 
formerly  paid  when  I  only  heated  the  offices  which  were  partitioned 
from  floor  to  ceiling  and  heated  with  open  grate.  I  might  return 
the  condensed  water  from  the  heater  to  the  boiler  and  make  a 
greater  saving.     This  is  not  done  at  present. 

Possibly  before  the  meeting  of  the  Society  we  may  have  some 
cold  weather,  requiring  the  use  of  the  apparatus,  and  if  this  paper 
produces  any  discussion  by  the  members,  some  careful  experiments 
upon  its  performances  may  be  laid  before  them ;  but  at  present  I  can 
give  only  the  results  of  one  imperfect  and  incomplete  observation, 
made  during  December,  when  the  outside  temperature  was  45°. 

*This  floor  I  only  heat  occasionally,  as  it  is  used  principally  for  the  storage 
of  machinery.  When  necessary  to  heat  it,  I  open  the  damper  shown  directly 
over  the  mouth  of  the  blower,  and  sufficient  heated  air  will  be  driven  through 
the  opening  to  heat  it  comfortably  in  a  few  minutes. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  on  its  return  and  just  before  entering 
the  heater,  59°. 

Temperature  of  air  issuing  from  tlie  mouth  of  the  blower  after 
passing  through  tlie  heater,  113°. 

Average  temperature  of  air  in  the  room  of  the  main  store,  on 
first  floor,  75°. 

Pressure  of  steam  in  the  boiler  by  gauge,  40  lbs. 

Eevolutions  of  blower,  113  per  minute. 

I  have  made  arrangements  by  -which  I  can  measure  the  evapo- 
ration of  boiler,  condensation  by  the  heater,  steam  pressure  at  cylin- 
der, and  temperatures  at  various  places  in  the  rooms,  but  to  put  them 
in  operation  I  require  another  element,  which  I  can  only  obtain 
later  in  the  season,  viz.,  cold  weather. 

I  have  no  apparatus  which  will  give  more  heat  units  than  con- 
tained in  the  steam,  but  I  do  think  I  have  one  which  will  utilize 
those  obtained  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  one  that  will  work 
when  I  want  it  to,  and  as  I  want  it  to,  independent  of  atmospheric 
condition  even  when  the  winds  blow  where  they  list.  One  self- 
evident  advantage  must  be  apparent  from  the  better  distribution  of 
the  heat  throughout  the  room,  having  a  much  less  difference 
between  the  temperature  at  the  top  of  a  room  similar  to  the  one 
above  described  and  at  the  bottom.  A  room  13  feet  high  heated 
with  furnaces  or  radiators  will  at  times  be  35°  warmer  at  the  top 
than  near  the  floor.  \Vi\en  this  air  is-  more  unifonnly  mixed  as  it  is 
with  a  blower,  a  less  expenditure  for  fuel  will  be  the  result  and  more 
agreeable  conditions  realized. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

Mr.  C.  J.  II.  Woodburi/. — The  method  used  most  extensively 
in  heating  mills  is  that  widely  known  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  Mr.  Sturtevant,  which  consists  in  blowing  large  quantities  of 
air  through  a  building,  passing  the  air  from  a  blower  through  an 
iron  space  filled  with  coils  of  steam  pipes,  heating  it  at  a  tempera- 
ture not  over  one  hundred  and  forty,  and  then  by  galvanized  iron 
pipes,  or  if  they  have  put  up  the  building  with  proper  prepara- 
tions, by  flues  in  the  plastered  walls,  distributing  the  air  over  the 
building,  controlling  its  ejection  from  the  orifices  by  means  of 
dampers,  as  may  be  required.  The  cost  of  this  method  of  steam 
heating  is  exceedingly  satisfactory,  because  it  requires  in  the 
first  place  a  very  small  amount  of  pipe,  relative  to  the  ordinary 
method  of  piping  a  building — sometlung  like  one-sixth,  as  a  mat- 
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ter  of  recollocrii)n.  .Socoiid,  it  is  L'lUirely  foiilrollable.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  warm  portions  of  the  building  by  radiation  from  the 
return  heating  pipes,  &c.,  where  you  have  no  reason  for  use  of 
the  heat  in  such  places.  Third,  there  is  no  extensive  depreciation 
of  the  apparatus  by  freezing  of  the  condensed  steam  in  pipes 
wliich  have  been  unskillfully  put  up,  leaving  pockets. 

I  never  learned  the  source  of  this  method  of  heating,  but  believe 
that  it  antedates  any  method  of  heating  by  direct  radiation  from 
steam-heating  pipes,  and  has  come  into  use  a  second  time  more 
successfully  by  reason  of  improvements  in  blowers  and  engineer- 
iuij  skill  in  its  installation. 


The  next  method  of  heating  buildings  which  has  met  with  the 
greatest  success  is  that  of  the  overhead  steam-heating  pipes.  I 
suppose  if  the  whole  history  of  the  art  of  steam  heating  of  indus- 
trial property  were  ever  written  in  all  its  truth  it  would  read  more 
like  a  contest,  on  account  of  the  lives  which  it  has  cost.  In 
former  times,  when  they  used  very  large  cast  iron  pipes,  about  six 
inches  in  diameter,  a  single  coil  was  hung  about  eight  or  nine  feet 
above  the  floor,  and  the  heat  from  above  radiated  on  the  top  of 
the  head  was  probably  pernicious  to  health,  as  it  certainly  was  to 
comfort,  in  the  highest  degree.  Then  for  some  reason,  whose 
liistory  I  could  never  learn,  the  pipes  were  placed  in  the  usual 
and  conventional  manner  around  the  sides  of  the  room,  where  air 
could  not  have  easy  access  of  circulation  around  the  pipes,  and  of 
later  years  there  is  a  method  of  hanging  the  pipe. about  three  feet 
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froin  the  ceiling  and  from  the  walls  of  the  room  in  a  manner  which, 
received  at  first  a  great  deal  of  ridicule,  but  which  has  been  fol- 
lowed bv  approval  in  practical  work.  A  mere  yoke  holds  four 
pipes  by  means  of  a  half-inch  rod  in  the  manner  illustrated  (Fig. 
?4),  and  a  vertical  steam  pipe  running  up  through  the  building  sup- 
plies branches  running  off  to  each  room,  as  may  be  required,  and 
thence  by  separate  returns  condensation  comes  back.  The  opposi- 
tion to  such  method  of  heating  of  course  is  purely  conventional. 
They  recall  the  hypothesis  about  a  room  being  heated  by  convec- 
tion, where  the  air  is  represented  as  rising  up  in  the  middle  of  the 
room,  being  cooled  at  the  ceiling  and  sides  and  falling  down,  form- 
ing a  couple  of  vertical  whirlwinds.  Xow  suppose  that  we  apply 
the  test  of  direct  experiment  to  that,  as  was  done  in  the  mill  at 
Hartford,  where  the  elevated  steam  pipes  were  rubbed  with  oily 
waste  before  steam  was  let  in  upon  them.  The  heat  of  the  oil 
with  which  they  were  smeared  very  rapidly  showed,  by  appeal  to 
both  smell  and  sight,  that  the  smoke  was  driven  off  from  the  pipes 
filling  the  room  uniformly;  that  it  was  following  the  laws  of 
increase  of  temperature  of  the  room,  which  was  nearly  uniform. 
I  think  at  a  previous  meeting  of  tliis  society  I  alluded  to  a  letter  of 
inquirA-  which  was  written  a  few  years  ago  upon  the  subject  of 
heating  factories  located  near  Washington  and  farther  south  up 
to  the  Province  of  Quebec  on  the  north  and  from  the  Atlantic 
coast  to  the  western  part  of  Xew  York  State,  seeking  information 
relative  to  the  present  overhead  system  of  heating,  and  of  the 
forty-two  letters  received  there  were  forty  favorable  replies  and 
only  two  which  were  unfavorable.  The  favorable  replies  of  course 
had  different  degrees  of  approval.  Tliose  where  the  approval  wa~ 
partial  were,  I  believe,  in  everj'  instance,  where  the  rooms  were 
eleven  feet  or  under  in  height. 

Mr.  John  Walker. — Having  had  some  experience  recently  in 
applying  the  hot  air  system  to  our  workshops  (The  AYalker 
Manfg.  Co.,  Cleveland,  0.),  I  would  say  that  we  are  much  pleased 
with  the  same;  and  referring  to  the  paper  by  Mr.  Snell,  I  liave 
been,  therefore,  interested  in  the  data  given.  I  find  in  making  a 
few  calculations,  that  he  has  about  200  square  feet  of  heat- 
ing surface  in  the  heater,  and  49,000  cubic  feet  of  space  in  the 
basement  and  first  floor;  this  gives  about  4  square  feet  of  heat- 
ing surface  in  pipes  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of  space.  Wlien  the 
upper  room  has  to  be  heated,  there  is  a  total  of  about  75,000 
cubic  feet  in  the  three  rooms;  so  that  with  the  same  200  square 
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feet  of  heating  surfaee,  tliis  reikurs  the  square  feet  of  heating 
pipe  in  heater  to  2-/3  pei'  l-'^^O  eubie  feet  of  spaee,  to  maintain  75 
degrees  of  heat  on  first  floor.  This  I  should  consider  a  good 
showing  witli  40  pounds  of  steam  in  the  boiler,  and  no  doubt  can 
lie  accounted  for  in  the  case  which  he  presents  by  the  rooms  being 
protected,  the  sides  having  no  openings  at  all,  and  the  windows 
and  doors  being  at  the  ends  of  the  rooms  only. 

In  designing  our  plant,  we  had  to  consider  buildings  exposed 
on  every  side,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  apart;  the  north 
side  of  all  of  the  buildings  being  exposed  to  the  cold  winds  from 
Canada  via  Lake  Erie.  Our  foundries  have  ordinary  roofs,  with 
Mutilatoi-s  the  entire  length.  Taking  these  conditions  into  account, 
ue  thought  that  probably  10  square  feet  of  heating  surface  per 
1,000  cubic  feet  of  space  might  be  required:  we  found,  however, 
that  6  square  feet  of  heating  surface  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of  space 
was  sufficient,  with  steam  at  from  70  to  75  pounds  pressure  per 
.~i|uare  inch. 

Xo.  1  foundry  contains  90,000  cubic  feet  of  space. 

Xo.  2  foundry  contains  165,000  cubic  feet  of  space. 

Melting  house,  casting  cleaning  shop,  etc.,  contain  58,000  cubic 
r.ct  of  space;  making  a  total  of  313,000  cubic  feet  of  space. 

With  these  conditions  we  were  enabled  to  keep  the  shops  at  the 

■  infortable  temperature  ranging  from  60  to  To  degrees,  according 
I'l  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

The  benefit  to  our  foundry  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated; 
a>  the  double  advantage  of  heating  the'  shops  and  displacing  the 
-moke  and  gases  incidental  to  a  foundry  was  accomplished.* 

Mr.  W.  B.  Le  Van. — I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to 
the  heating  and  ventilating  of  buildings  by  the  use  of  a  fan.  It 
IS  of  more  importance  than  is  at  first  thought  given  to  this  jjlan. 

In  the  first  place  it  not  only  heats  the  building  properly,  but 
also  ventilates  it  perfectly,  which  other  systems  do  not  do,  and 
which  I  consider  a  feature  of  primary  importance  as  regards  the 
heating  of  buildings. 

Mr.  II.  I.  Snell. — This  paper  having  been  read  in  connection 
with  my  paper  upon  "Experiments  and  Experiences  with  Blow- 
( is."t  tiiere  is  but  little  left  to  reply  to,  as  all  the  remarks  seem 
to  concur  with  what  I  have  said. 

'See  Topical  Query  259-39  on  removing  g.is  and  smoke  from  shops.  Trans., 
\  ol.  VIII,  p.  697. 

tSee  page  51,  of  present  volume. 
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I  will  venture  the  remark  that  wherever  properly  designed  for 
the  work,  and.  except  in  extreme  cases  where  the  arrangements 
of  the  rooms  are  such  as  to  require  expensive  and  extensive  pip- 
ing for  the  conduction  of  the  heated  air,  the  cost  of  the  apparatus 
ready  for  the  work  is  less  than  the  system  of  direct  and  indirect 
i-adiation. 

I  have  been  informed  that  in  the  case  of  the  Western  Peniten- 
tiary of  Pennsylvania,  at  Allegheny  City,  when  the  estimate  was 
made  for  heating  by  the  direct  and  indirect  system,  it  called  for 
and  there  was  appropriated  $53,000.  The  plan  which  I  have 
described  was  adopted  instead  of  the  other,  and  the  work  and  all 
material  was  furnished  for  about  $35,000  (or  less  than  one  half), 
giving  better  results  and  satisfaction  than  any  other  system  would 
give. 

Eeplying  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Walker  relating  to  proportion 
of  pipe  to  the  cubic  contents  of  the  space  to  be  heated,  I  will  say 
that  in  the  Women's  Homcepathic  Hospital  in  this  city  (Phila.),  I 
have  2,000  feet  of  one-inch  pipe  to  heat  250,000  cubic  feet  of 
space,  and  it  is  doing  very  satisfactory  work  in  heating,  and  ven- 
tilating as  well;  this  equals  one  square  foot  of  pipe  surface  for 
about  350  cubic  feet  of  space,  or  less  than  three  square  feet  for 
1,000  cubic  feet.  I  might  say  in  this  case  the  fan  is  located  in  a 
separate  building  about.  100  feet  from  the  hospital,  and  the  air, 
after  being  heated  to  about  135  degrees,  is  conveyed  through  an 
underground  brick  duct  with  a  loss  of  only  five  or  six  degrees  in 
cold  weather. 

This  system  is  by  no  means  a  new  thing,  as  it  was  used  U 
years  ago  to  heat  and  ventilate  the  Boston  Rubber  Shoe  Co."s 
works  at  Maiden,  Mass.,  where  after  heating  and  ventilating  their 
rooms  the  waste  heat  was  conducted  to  the  attic  rooms  and  made 
to  do  duty  as  a  means  of  drying  their  rubber. 
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CCLXVIII. 

:TAM>Ah'D  SECTIOX  LLXIXG. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 


FiiOM  a  consideration  of  the  lack  of  unifonnity  prevailing,  and 
of  the  positive  needs  of  engineers,  it  is  proposed  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  Society  some  recommendations  which,  it  may  be 
hoped,  will  lead  to  the  establislmreut  and  general  use  of  standard 
sections,  to  be  used  in  all  engineering  drawings,  to  represent  the 
conventional  sections  of  iron,  steel,  brass,  lead,  etc. 

To  tiie  modern  engineering  works,  the  blue-printing  ]-oom  has 
tieconie  almost  as  indispensable  as  the  existence  of  the  drafting 
(liliartment  itself.  This  ferroprussiate,  or  blue-print  process,  has 
I'ut  gradually  worked  its  way  into  this  elevated  position,  yet  its 
possibilities  and  its  exactions  have  well  nigh  revolutionized  many 
of  the  old  draftsmen's  methods.  The  requirements  of  the  photo- 
engraving process,  being  nearly  identical  with  those  of  the  blue- 
print, have  also  lent  their  aid  in  effecting  this  res.ult.  These 
changes  have  been  the  abandonment  of  all  colors,  save  black — if 
that  can  be  called  a  color.  X'o  more  is  the  favorite  "  wash  "  spread 
abroad  over  the  tracing,  or  those  picturesque  red  or  blue  dimension 
nr   center   lines  permitted.     All  must  be   wlute   or  black,  with  no 

-  iiii-tones  permissible.  It  is  true  that  a  very  few  still  use  colors 
I-  washes  on  tracings;  but  this  number  is  gradually  decreasing,  as 
ill''  result  is  almost  always  unsatisfactory,  for  the  reason  that  colors 

-  i  used  give  by  transmitted  light  through  the  transparent  tracing 
iillVrent  results  according  to  the  difference  in  actinic  effect  of  the 

'■rs,  and  this  effect  has  no  direct  correspondence  with  the 
'■r  used.  The  density  with  which  the  color  is  laid  on  has  also  a 
most  important  effect,  so  that  the  same  color  as  applied  to  the  trac- 
ing may  have,  at  different  times,  entirely  different  effects  in  the 
blue  resulting.  The  time  of  printing  is  also  a  factor  of  vast  im- 
portance. In  a  print  overdone  nothing  of  the  wash  may  be 
■observed,  while  in  a  quickly  made  print  it  may  be  very  apparent. 


lOS  STANDARD    SECTION    LIXIXG. 

As  the  liluc-piiiit  must  of  nufessity  be  in  iiioiiutuiie,  it  is  pracli- 
enlly  useless  to  seek  Hir  sertioned  efl'eets  liy  tlie  use  of  eolor  on  tlie 
traeing. 

Until  witliin  vwy  recent  times  it  was  never  the  eustoni  to  semi 
out  or  e.xehange  duplieate  copies  of  drawings  to  any  extent,  he- 
cause  sucli  a  proceeding  usually  involved  the  making  of  a  Irariim. 
Notwithstanding  that  the  execution  of  the  tracing  was  always  rel- 
egated to  the  office  boy,  yet  it  always  remained  an  item  of  con- 
siderable expense.  Therefore,  each  shop  and  drawing-oflSce  had  its 
own  special  methods;  nor  was  it  a  matter  of  any  moment  what 
these  methods  might  be,  as  long  as  they  were  understood  and 
covered  all  the  local  requirements.  The  introduction  of  the  blue- 
print process  has  led  to  the  dissemination  of  reproduced  drawings 
broadcast  throughout  the  land.  Especially  is  this  so  in  relation  to 
railway  worlc.  The  office  of  the  head  mechanical  engineer  or  super- 
intendent of  motive  power  often  originates  all  the  mechanical  de- 
tails of  a  load  or  a  system  of  roads;  the  drawings  of  these  details 
are  then  foi-warded  to  all  the  shops  of  the  company  and  to  shojis 
of  affiliated  companies.  In  these  cases,  of  course,  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  adopt  some  uniform  system  of  sectioning  and  linework. 
The  systems  adopted  have  been  almost  as  numerous  as  the  corpora- 
tions adopting  them;  and  thus,  when  the  drawings  of  one  company 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign  company,  the  ditferenre  of 
methods  would  be  very  noticeable,  sometimes  confusingly  so. 

A  well-executed  blue- print  tracing,  being  available  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  photo-engraving  process,  has  led  to  the  multiplication 
of  copies  of  drawings  in  the  illustrated  engineering  press.  Often 
these  engravings  are  made  directly  from  the  tracings,  thus  carry- 
ing into  other  establishments  any  system  which  they  may  hear; 
sometimes  they  aie  rcscctioned  and  otherwise  altered  to  rorre- 
spoud  with  the  system  adopted  by  a  special  journal.  Here,  again, 
is  confusion. 

These  hciii-  the  facts,  woidd  it  not  be  well  lor  the  Anici-iciin 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  to  .stand  as  the  sponsor  of  a 
system  of  sectioning  which  should  be  known  throughout  the  coun- 
try as  the  standard  formally  approved  by  them? 

Would  not  such  a  system,  if  recommended  by  this  body,  si  ion 
come  into  very  general  use,  and  be  the  means  of  saving  much  mi- 
noying  confusion,  and  also  yield  those  many  other  ad\:iiiiagcs 
which  the  adoption  of  any  standard  will  insure? 

For  analogous  standard  conventionalizations   in   drawings,   might 
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be  niontioiRHl  the  subject  of  lieraUlrv.  Here  a  system  of  lining  or 
sectioning  for  coloi-s  is  used  which  is  the  admiration  of  all  for  its 
simplicity,  its  conciseness  and  its  applicability.  Not  only  has  it 
been  entployed  some  centuries,  but  its  use  is  universal.  A  coat  of 
anus  with  the  field  engraved  (or  sectioned)  with  its  parallel  vertical 
rulings  is  known  at  ouce  as  the  color  red,  and  by  all  nations — save, 

rhaps,  by  democratic  Americans,  who  have  a  right  to  glory  in  their 
_:iorance   of   monarchical   trappings.     ^Hiy   should   not   the   vastly 

■  le  vital  subject  of  mechanical  engineering  have  as  well  digested 

-ystem  of  lining  as  such  a  purely  {esthetic  subject  as  heraldic  in- 
-  -Ilia?  Wliy  should  we  not  indicate  our  irons  and  steels  with  as 
nuich  precision  as  the  colors  and  tinctures  on  coats  of  arms? 

In  tiie  fields  of  science,  we  have  the  example  of  the  geologists, 
who  are  now  casting  about  for  some  standard  method  of  indicating 
sections  of  differing  strata  on  geological  profile  maps.  At  the 
meeting  in  Berlin  of  the  International  Congress  of  Geologists, 
plans  were  proposed  for  a  geological  map  of  Europe,  which  should 
employ,  for  the  grand  geological  divisions,  colors  and  sjanbols  which 
could  be  readily  accepted  by  all  geologists  as  a  universal  sign 
langnayc f'  and  for  this  purpose  an  international  color-scale  was 
adopted. 

In  adopting  standards  for  engineering  use,  what  conditions  will 
best  fulfill  the  purposes  for  which  such  standards  were  designed? 
Til  a  system  of  sectioning,  what  desirable  features  should  be  sought 

:1  what  undesirable  ones  avoided?  The  object  of  a  system  of 
-' '  tioning  is  to  make  drawings  more  quickly  "readable."'  If  com- 
plicated systems  are  used,  or  if,  as  is  often  the  case,  the  name  of 
the  material  is  written  upon  a  plain  section,  then  a  certain,  and  a  by 
no  means  inappreciable,  amount  of  mental  effort  is  required  before 
a  lomplete  comprehension  of  the  drawing  is  arrived  at.  The  work- 
iiiiT  drawing  then,  instead  of  at  once  being  a  diagram  of  the  object, 
Ijecomes  a  problem  whose  details  must  first  be  studied  before  the  true 
mental  conception  of  its  construction  can  take  place.  We  are  aware 
that  some  large  corporations  designate  either  by  initials  or  writing 
the  name  of  the  material  sectioned;  but,  on  the  whole,  would  it 
not  be  more  highly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned  to  adopt  systems 
of  sections  which,  perhaps,  would  call  for  a  little  more  labor  and 
time  on  the  part  of  tlie  draughtsman,  but  which  would  be  a  boon 
to  all  who  have  to  read  such  dramngs. 

IJeport  of  .\merican  Committee  of  International  Congress  of  Geologists. 
Trans,  of  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Sciepce,  1886. 
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The  most  useful  advantages  to  be  sought  in  a  system  of  section- 
ing might  be  summed  as  follows: 

(1).     Ease  and  rapidity  of  execution. 

[2).     Clearness  or  legibility. 

( 3 ) .     Simplicity. 

{•!).     A  good  or  an  even  effect. 

(■5).     Adaptability  to  the  material  defined. 

Ease  and  rapidity  of  execution  must  be  secured  at  all  hazards,  as 
in  these  practical  days  everything  must  be  reckoned  by  its  cost  of 
prodxiction.  "  Time  is  money,""  as  well  in  the  draughting-room  as 
in  the  shop. 

Clearness  or  legibility  mux  be  best  secured  by  adopting  sections 
which  may  vary  greatly  from  each  otlier,  and  which,  therefore,  the 
eye  can  easily  distinguish  at  a  glance.  A  prime  essential  is  sim- 
plicity,  as  upon  this  depends  not  only  the  neatness  of  appearance, 
but  also  the  rapidity  with  wliich  the  section  can  be  put  in.  A  good 
or  an  even  effect  can  be  best  attained  by  avoiding,  as  much  as  ]io> 
sible,  broken  lines  or  dotted  lines.  From  the  difficulty  of  puttin- 
them  in,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  maintain  a  series  of  broken  liiii  - 
all  equally  spaced.  Adaptahility  to  the  material  defined. — Thi- 
should  be  so  arranged  that  the  material  most  often  recurring  should  1 
have' the  simplest  method  of  sectioning;  wliile,  if  complicated  sn - 
tions  must  be  used,  they  should  only  be  applied  to  the  rare  suli 
jects. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Director  of  the  Sibley  College  of  Cor 
nell  University,  Prof.  R.  H.  Thurston,  the  accompanying  system  ii 
sectioning  was  adopted  for  the  students  of  mechanical  and  electri.  n 
engineering  in  that  institution.  At  the  otitset  it  may  be  well  ; 
state  that  no  great  amount  of  originality  is  claimed  for  the  sectii in- 
here shown,  most  of  them  having  been  variously  used. 

Referring  to  the  figures  (7  to  27),  cast  iron  is  represented  by 
plain  parallel  rulings.  This  being  the  simplest  and  most  easily 
executed  of  all  sections,  it  is  employed  for  the  metal  most  often 
occurring.  Simple  and  appropriate  as  this  may  appear,  yet  it 
seems  that  a  large  number  of  companies  employ  the  section  shown 
by  Fig.  S.  Why  this  more  difficult  section  should  be  used  for  cast 
iron,  no  one  seems  yet  to  have  satisfactorily  explained.  Fig.  S  i- 
then  reserved  for  wrought  iron.  Fig.  9  is  steel.  It  will  here  1" 
observed  that  these  three  sections,  which  occur  oftener  than  all  tli- 
rest,  aie  formed  by  the  emplovTnent  of  solid  right  lines — no  brokm 
lines  occurring.     Many,  it  is  known,  use  for  these  metals  section- 
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liaviiiiT  liioken  liiu's  in  eonneution  with  I'liU  lines.  These  may  look 
very  nicely,  but  they  are  expensive,  since  it  requires  at  least  five  or 
six  times  as  long  to  ink  in  a  broken  line  as  it  does  one  full  one.    In 
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the  other  sections,  as  shown,  this,  perhaps,  is  not  a  matter  of  so 
much  concern,  as  these  sections  are  but  occasionally  used. 

Fig.  10,  the  brass  section,  has  the  appearance  of  being  composed 
entirely  of  broken  lines,  btit  in  reality  it  is  made  up  of  alternate 
full  and  broken  lines.     The  usual  section  for  brass  has  been  one 
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composed  entirely  of  broken  lines,  but  this  section  as  recom- 
mended secures,  therefore,  the  same  effect  with  a  less  expenditure 
of  labor.  Copper  and  brass  are  naturally  related  and  so  should  be 
their  sections,  but  as  copper  is  not  in  so  general  use  as  brass,  it  is 
then  not  necessary  that  its  section  should  be  as  simple.  Therefore, 
the  copper  section  adopted  and  shown  in  Fig.  11  is  the  same  as 
brass  with  a  cross  ruling  of  full  lines.  Lead  or  babbitt  is  repre- 
sented by  a  sectioning  which  is  already  in  very  general  use  for  that 
purpose.  It  consists  of  full  lines  cross-hatched,  preferably  at  an 
acute  angle,  as  shown  in  Fig.  15.  Fig.  13  is  in  common  use  for 
leather  and  packing  sections. 

The  demands  of  electrical  draftsmen  have  also  brought  into 
use  two  new  sections  which  are  coming  to  be  more  or  less  recog- 
nized. One  of  these  is  a  sectioning  to  represent  such  an  insulat- 
ing material  as  vulcanite,  vulcanized  fiber,  etc.;  the  other  is  a  form 
suggesting  a  section  through  a  coil  of  wires,  as  for  instance  a  sec- 
tion through  an  electro-magnet  coil. 

In  Fig.  84  are  shown  two  methods  of  sectioning  through 
wood.  It  is  often  desirable  to  indicate  approximately  the  direc- 
tion of  grain.  In  this  case  it  can  be  readily  accomplished  as  repre- 
sented. 

In  order  to  observe  what  sections  have  been  used  and  proposed 
from  time  to  time,  a  number  are  shown  in  Figs.  15  to  21.  Fig.  15 
has  been  very  commonly  used  for  steel,  but  it  has  a  grave  defect  in 
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tliiit  it  uses  broken  Hues.     Xo.  16  is  used  by  Unwin*  for  steel.     It 

-  "pon  to  the  same  objection,  only  intensified.     No.   IT,  also  used 

steel  by  the  Gemians,  is  very  pretty,  but  the  similarity  to  a 
-     itish  plaid  could  be  better  exchanged  for  a  section  which  would 

-unie  only  half  the  time  to   draw.     Xo.    18  has  been   recom- 

uiled  for  cast  steel. f     Whether  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  sepa- 

riiii-  designation  for  east  steel  remains  a  question,  especially  as  the 

term   east    steel   is   in    many    quarters    rather    vague.      Xo.    19    for 

iii;illeable  iron  and  Xo.  20  for  bronze  have  been  recommended,  but 

t!ier  there  is  a  real  need  for  them  remains  to  be  seen.     Xo.  21 

-  -imply  a  suggestion,  not  yet  assigned  to  any  material,  but  hav- 
ing the  advantage  of  being  composed  entirely  of  full  lines. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

I'rnf.  F.  R.  Hutton. — I  am  much  interested  in  the  subject  of  this 
li;i]ier.  and  hope  that  its  presentation  will  result  in  some  recommen- 
dations of  the  Society  as  embodying  their  experience  and  prefer- 
ences. 

r  am  well  aware  of  the  arguments  which  can  be  urged  against  the 

-  HI  the  drawing-room  of  a  busy  shop  of  any  conventional  system 
-tetion  lining.     The  best  of  these  is  the  necessity  of  having  the 

iii>  11  who  are  to  read  the  drawings  in  the  shop  educated  also  to  the 
ii-r  of  the  standard  section  lining,  and  the  difficulties  from  misun- 
derstanding such  ruling  as  put  down.  The  other  objection  comes 
from  those  whose  drawing-room  is  short-handed,  and  who  think 
that  draftsmen  take  too  long  at  a  job  any  way,  and  if  all  sec- 
riniis  had  to  be  hatched  throughout  to  be  understood,  the  difficulty 
\\n\\](l  be  so  much  the  worse.  Objectors  on  either  ground  adopt 
•■  jilan  of  writing  in  the  name  of  the  material  upon  the  drawing 

I  "lints  enough  to  make  error  unlikely. 

Tliese  objections  are  both  valid  as  far  as  they  go.  and  are  good  rea- 

-  why  the  engineer  advancing  them  should  not  adopt  a  standard 

in  for  his  particular  shop;  but  they  do  not  touch  the  question 

.  -  ;■>  the  desirabilit}-  of  the  existence  of  a  set  of  standards  to  be  used 

liy  such  as  prefer  the  use  of  this  dialect  for  drawings,  nor  the  use- 

f'llnoss   of   such   common   standards   for   other   purposes   than   shop 

livings.  There  will  always  be  a  larger  number  of  draftsmen  and 
•s  who  will  use  the  system  of  lining  sections,  and  they  certainly 

:  Ije  the  gainers  by  uniformit}-;  but  the  particular  point  which  I 

^Elements  of  Machine  Design,  p.  16. 
iThe  Master  Mechanic,  April,  1887. 
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wisli  to  urge  is  tlie  advantages  in  the  matter  of  illustrations  of  engi- 
neering papers  and  technical  literature  generally  which  would  fol- 
low from  the  adoption  of  a  system  authenticated  by  those  most 
competent  to  suggest  one,  and  then  generally  adhered  to.  The 
illustrations  in  the  journals  and  other  publications  must  be  lined  for 
printing,  and  the  method  of  printing  in  the  name  of  the  material  is 
here  either  not  applicable  at  all  or  else  is  costly  out  of  all  proportion, 
in  these  days  when  ruling  is  done  in  engravers'  establishments  by 
a  machine  with  an  adjustable  feed  motion  to  produce  the  spacing  of 
parallel  lines.  The  use  of  such  machines  is  moreover  an  added  ar- 
gument against  the  adoption  of  broken  lines  in  any  conventional 
section,  since  the  unbroken  line  is  made  here  also  at  much  higher 
speed.  Fig.  .'58,  made  up  altogether  of  broken  lines,  and  produced 
by  such  a  machine,  is  an  excellent  commentary  upon  this  point. 
The  white  places  are  accidental,  but  have  arranged  themselves  in 
what  appears  to  the  eye  like  an  attempt  at  a  pattern.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Society,  agreeing  to  follow  a  certain  set  of  standards, 
would  use  them  in  the  illustration  of  their  contributed  pii|)cis  I'm- 
the  Transactions,  I  am  sure  that  it  would  be  found  of  ad\aiiiaL;v 
sufficient  to  pay  for  the  little  extra  trouble  it  might  cost. 

Hoping  that  this  paper  and  its  discussion  may  result  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  the  Society  to  look  into  this  matter,  I 
took  the  trouble  to  write  to  the  nearest  technical  schools,  riM|urst inu- 
tile officer  in  interest  to  send  me  a  reproduction  of  the  standards  in 
use  there  for  presentation  in  this  discussion.  Ten  years  ago,  when  I 
first  took  charge  of  the  details  of  the  construction  drawing  at  Co- 
lumbia School  of  Mines,  I  compiled  the  series  of  conventional  hatch- 
ings which  are  shown  in  Figs.  28  to  43.  The  hatchings  were  taken 
from  available  sources  in  technical  literature  at  that  time,  and  some 
which  were  not  found  anywhere  were  originated.  We  have  used 
them  ever  since,  finding,  however,  the  faults  and  objections  to  them 
which  are  obvious,  and  which  have  been  mentioned  by  the  author 
of  the  paper.  The  ruling  appears  finer  in  the  cuts  than  we  use  it. 
because  the  originals  furnished  to  the  engraver  were  slightly  I'e- 
duced  to  make  them  the  same  size  as  those  presented  by  the  author 
of  the  paper.  Our  students  are  never  allowed  to  work  so  fine  as 
this,  since  we  try  to  have  them  use  a  coarseness  which  the  time- 
pressure  of  after  life  will  admit  of  their  adhering  to.  Several  of 
the  other  technical  schools  addressed  use  no  conventional  system, 
but  ho]ie  to  see  suggestions  made  which  will  result  in  proposing 
one.      The   Massachusetts   Institute   of   Technology   uses   verv   much 
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tliL'  same  system  as  at  Cornell,  publisliiug  them  iu  a  panipiilet  with 

other  notes  on  the  execution  of  drawings  according  to  their  standard. 

I  sliall  be  very  glad  if  from  all  the  engineers  and  manufacturers 
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who  may  attend  this  meeting  additional  contributions  of  the  sections 
in  use  in  their  shops  can  be  given  in  the  form  of  tracings  or  blue- 
prints, which  can  lie  considered  as  part  of  the  discussion  of  this  topic, 
and  used  by  the  Society's  committee  (if  appointed)  in  deciding  upon 
the  standards  to  recommend. 
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It  would  be  si  very  great  help  to  the  technical  schools  if  its  officers 
could  say  to  students  that  the  system  which  they  would  present  has 
the  recommendation  of  such  an  organization  as  tliis;  and  the  adop- 
tion of  a  set  of  standards  by  the  schools,  by  agreement,  would  go  far 
on  tlie  other  hand  to  secure  its  general  introduction  into  practice 
when  their  graduates  came  thereafter  into  the  active  work  of  the 
profession. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Grant. — The  matter  of  section  lining  drawings  is  one 
which  interests  both  the  employer  and  em]iloyee,  from  the  head 
draftsman  down  to  the  apprentice. 

That  some  standard  system  of  section  lining  or  svanbols  is  badly 
wanted  is  evident  to  any  one  working  from  drawings  made  by 
different  draftsmen,  and  that  it  should  be  as  simple  as  possible 
is  equally  evident.  The  day  for  elaborate  drawings,  especially  in 
machine  shops,  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  and  in  my  opinion  any 
system  upon  which  this  society  puts  its  stamp  of  approval  should 
have  the  element  of  simplicity  in  it.  Tliere  are  many  of  us  who 
ha\^e  spent  days  in  section  lining  a  drawing  when  such  time  might 
be  entirely  done  away  with  by  some  simple  letter  or  svinbol,  easily 
understood  by  any  one,  speaking  either  English  or  a  foreign 
tongue. 

Every  one  would  like  a  standard  system  of  drawing,  luit  wliat 
might  be  called  embellishments  should  be  such  as  can  be  (|iii(kly 
done,  so  that  in  any  small  establishment,  where  a  man  is  even  at 
times  not  only  boss  but  also  all  hands,  he  ran  all'ord  to  make  his 
drawings  to  conform  to  the  standard. 

Mr.  II.  11.  Toirne. — The  last  speaker  has  correctly  stated  that 
this  subject  interests  both  enij)loyers  and  employees  equally.  It 
is  important  to  adopt  some  standard  of  this  kind  which  shall  makc^ 
drawings  intelligible  to  the  workmen  in  our  shops,  and  such  that 
a  workman,  in  passing  from  one  shop  to  another,  will  not  have  to 
learn  a  new  language  each  time  that  he  changes.  The  average 
drawing  usually  requires,  in  some  places  at  least,  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  material  shall  be  indicated  by  letters.  Many  views  on 
a  drawing  show  parts  not  in  section  but  in  elevation,  and  there- 
fore symbols  have  to  be  used.  In  the  establishment  under  my 
charge  we  have  already  adopted  the  standard  sections  which  Prof. 
Thurston  has  introduced  here  to-night.  We  have  been  using 
them  for  some  months  with  great  satisfaction.  But  in  connection 
with  them  we  are  also  using  a  system  of  symbol  letters  whicli 
were    briefly'  described   in   a  paper   that    I    read    at   the   Pittsburgh 
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meeting  several  veais  ago  on  the  subject  ol'  a  drawing  otfiee  sys- 
tem.* Tlie  letters  are  as  brief  as  possible,  one  initial  in  some 
eases — ne\er  more  than  two — indieating  each  of  the  different 
materials  employed.  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  if  a  committee 
is  appointeil"  on  this  topic  and  should  make  a  report,  that  they 
recommend  that  in  any  standard  sheet  representing  the  sections 
l)roposed  tiiere  should  be  printed  in  the  middle  of  each  diagram 
a  symbol,  or  letter  or  letters,  indicative-  of  the  material,  so  that 
the  two  may  become  known  together;  so,  also,  that  whenever 
either  is  used  the  other  is  naturally  suggested  to  the  mind,  and 
that  each  conveys  the  same  meaning.  I  think  that  both  are  re- 
quired; that  the  use  of  section-lining  alone  does  not  fully  cover 
the  ground,  and  that  symbols  should  be  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee as  well  as  section-linings.  I  hope  that  a  committee  will 
be  appointed  for  this  purpose  as  has  been  suggested. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cooper. — There  are  many  sheets  of  drawings  made 
without  a  particle  of  section-lining,  and  the  material  of  these  must 
be  named  in  words.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  have  a  distinctive 
section-lining  for  every  material.  There  are  too  many  at  present, 
and  the  number  is  increasing.  Moreover,  the  woods  and  stones 
of  different  countries  differ  so  much,  as  do  also  the  measures,  that 
any  international  uniformity  of  delineation  must  be  very  com- 
plex. 

Of  several  mechanical  methods  accomplishing  any  purpose 
equally  well  the  cheapest  is  taken,  and  we  may  say  the  same  of 
methods  of  drawing.  If  a  system  does  not  aid  work,  it  should  be 
discarded. 

There  is  no  question  about  the  importance  of  representative 
section  lining  in  certain  kinds  of  drawings,  and  those  shown  in 
figures  28  to  43  in  Mr.  Hutton's  discussion  of  the  paper  are 
appropriate  and  elegant.  But  the  one  voice  from  the  construc- 
tive department  is,  "  Put  things  down  so  plainly  that  everybody 
can  clearly  understand  all  about  them."  In  the  interest  of  draw- 
ing-room economy  and  machine-shop  certainty,  I  would  suggest 
that  section  lining  be  used  to  show  sections  only,  and  that  the 
material  be  named  in  words. 

I'riif.  F.  y.  Willsoii. — I  look  upon  this  matter  froni  about  the 
same  stand])uint  as  Prof.  Hutton,  and  believe  it  very  desirable 
that  in  this,  as  in  everything  else,  we  who  are  engaged  in  teach- 
ing should  feel  that  we  have  back  of  the  standards  which  we  set 
*Trans.  A.  S.  M.  E.,  Vol.  V.,  page  200. 
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before  our  students  the  sanotiou  and  practice  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  engineering  profession.  Observing  considerable  disparity  in 
the  various  systems  of  sections  which  have  come  under  my  notieey 
I  have  been  familiarizing  my  classes  at  Princeton  with  the  stand- 
ard sections  adopted  several  years  ago  by  the  'Pennsylvania 
Railroad.  If  systems  of  section  lining  are  indispensable  to  the 
profession,  it  certainly  would  seem  most  desirable  that  some  one 
system  should  be  agreed  upon  and  universally  adopted,  and  if  a 
committee  is  appointed  to  examine  into  the  matter  I  would  call 
its  especial  attention  to  the  following  points:  First,  that  the 
recommendations  of  both  Jlr.  Van  Vleck  and  Mr.  Hutton  regard- 
ing the  use  of  the  continuous  line  can  very  easily  be  carried  out 
for  the  representation  of  the  ordinary  metals,  also  of  glass  and  of 
water,  by  simply  selecting  from  the  two  systems  already  pre- 
sented and  that  of  the  Penn.  R.  R., — only  one  or  two  new  designs 
in  addition  being  required.  Second,  that  the  kind  of  section 
lining  heretofore  in  general  use  to  indicate  the  fact  that  the  piece 
represented  is  in  section,  should  not,  as  in  the  various  systems 
now  in  use,  be  made  the  s\^nbol  of  an}'  particular  material. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Ilalsei/. — I  rise  to  ask  what  this  is  all  for.  I  have 
looked  the  matter  over  carefully,  and  am  unable  to  find  any  rea- 
son for  these  conventional  lines.  Consider  what  they  involve. 
They  must  be  memorized  by  principals,  draftsmen,  and  workmen, 
and  then  the  draftsmen  must  consume  time  in  using  them,  and 
the  workmen  in  deciphering  them.  When  it  is  all  done,  tlie  result 
is  imperfect.  None  of  these  systems  provides  for  one-half  of  the 
materials  in  every-day  use.  Consider  the  infinite  number  of 
materials  which  go  by  the  name  of  steel,  and  all  the  mysterious 
compounds  which  come  from  the  brass  foundry — and  yet  we  have 
here  only  one  way  for  designating  steel  and  one  other  for  brass. 

In  point  of  fact,  however,  the  workmen  never  do  learn  these 
systems,  and  consequently  the  draftsman  prepares  a  key  which 
ho  posts  up  around  the  shop — or  perhaps  pastes  on  the  corner  of 
each  drawing — and  the  workmen  diligently  compare  the  drawings 
witli  the  key  to  learn  what  the  drawings  mean.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  call  for  materials  in  a  for- 
eign language,  and  then  send  the  workmen  to  a  dictionary  for 
the  meaning  of  tlie  words,  as  to  call  for  them  by  these  conven- 
tional lines  and  then  send  them  to  the  key  for  the  meaning  of  the 
lines.  "We  could  submit  to  all  this  if  it  were  necessary;  but  it  is 
not.      There   is   another  convention   already   at   hand,   which  every- 


body  iiiiiU-rstiiiKlf,  and  which  is  (.oinprehi'iisive  enough  to  fover 
all  possible  materials.  It  is  to  simply  call  things  by  their  names 
and  have  done  with  it.  Wheii  I  want  to  specify  that  a  certain 
jiiei-e  is  to  be  of  steel,  I  letter  on  the  drawing  of  the  piece  "  Steel." 
In  the  same  way,  to  call  for  brass,  I  say  "  Brass."  If  some  par- 
ticular kind  of  steel  or  brass  is  wanted  I  say  so,  and  that  is  the 
cud  of  it.  I  would  like  some  one  to  say  why  this  simple  and 
lilivious  method  does  not  answer  all  possible  requirements. 

I  believe  that  I  place  as  liigli  an  estimate  on  the  value  of  sys- 

II  in  work  as  any  one,  but  this  is  a  case  of  system  run  mad — of 
-I cm  for  the  sake  of  system,  and  not  for  what  it  will  accomplish. 
i  be  worth  anything,  a  system  must  save  more  than  it  costs; 
>t   relieve  one's  burdens  and  not  add  to  them;  and  under  this 

u^t  this  system  fails.  I  take  it,  however,  that  the  majority  of 
the  members  use  some  such  system  as  this,  and  the  presumption 
is  that  they  have  some  reason  for  it,  and  so  I  will  close  as  I  be- 
gan, by  asking  what  it  is  all  for. 

Mr.  John  Coffin. — In  proposing  a  system  of  this  kind,  if  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to   review  the  matter,   I   hope   they  will   have 

lie    consideration   for    the    draftsman.      Now,    after   a    draftsman 

-  worked  for  quite  a  while  and  studied  out  the  construction 
wliich  he  wants,  and  is  resting  himself  a  little  by  putting  in  some 
of  the  little  details,  he  comes  to  a  complicated  system  of  section 
lining.     I  must  say  that  there  is  nothing  which  tires  me  quite  as 

i  li  as  putting  in  section  lines.  If  different  materials  are  to  be 
I  iicated  by  dashes  interrupted  by  dots  at  certain  times,  some- 
thing like  the  Morse  telegraph  system,  it  w-ould  be  very  tiresome. 
If  by  continuous  lines.  I  do  not  see  how  we  would  make  them  fit 
the  cases  unless  we  made  them  of  different  inclinations  or  differ- 
ently spaced.  If  they  are  to  be  determined  by  the  spacing,  I  find 
it  very  difficult  to  go  over  a  large  section  and  not  get  the  spacing 
finer  on  one  side  than  on  the  other.  If  they  are  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  directions  of  the  lines,  I  do  not  see  what  we  are 
going  to  do  with  the  fellow  on  some  other  side  of  the  drawing. 
We  might  hear  him  say :  "'  Dick,  what  is  that — hrass  or  steel  ?  I 
am  left-handed  on  this  side."  (Laughter.)  There  is  nothing 
i-icr  to  put  on  a  drawing  than  s-t-e-e-1  or  b-r-a-s-s,  to  indicate 
material;  and  when  it  comes  to  foreign  languages,  I  do  not 
-  but  what  it  is  just  as  easy  to  put  on  a  little  key  to  the  lan- 
iruage,  a  sort  of  dictionary,  as  it  is  to  interpret  the  section  sys- 
ti  ni.     I  remember  having  an  old  dictionary  in  which  the  flags  of 
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the  dillVR'nt  nations  wciv  represented— tliu  colors — by  peculiar 
lines  running  in  different  directions,  and  I  think  I  turned  to  the 
marginal  reference  to  figure  out  what  colors,  the  flags  ought  to  be. 
I  tliought  it  a  great  satisfaction  when  they  got  to  putting  a  col- 
ored print  in  the  dictionary,  because  you  know  not  only  what  the 
color  is,  but  you  know  what  the  flag  looks  like. 

Mr.  II.  R.  Toiviie. — In  order  to  bring  this  method  before  the 
society,  as  apparently  contemplated  from  what  has  been  said,  I 
will  mo\e  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  before  the 
close  of  this  session  of  the  society,  to  consider  the  subject  and 
report  at  our  next  meeting;  and  if  I  may  ask  for  a  moment's  fur- 
ther use  of  the  floor,  I  would  like  to  comment  on  one  point  which 
has  been  raised  in  the  discussion,  which  is  this — that  mere  lininu 
is  not  intelligible  to  many  persons  and  that  it  is  better,  therefore, 
to  write  out  the  word.  I  think  a  fair  parallel  to  that  is  this  fact, 
which  we  all  know,  that  the  old  style  of  drawing,  with  colored 
sections,  neutral  tint  for  cast  iron,  blue  for  wrought  iron,  and 
yellow  for  brass,  was  perfectly  intelligible  to  all  of  us.  We  never 
wanted  any  lettering  upon  it.  "VVe  always  recognized  what  was 
meant  at  a  glance.  The  use  of  this  proposed  system  of  section 
linings  will  indicate  just  as  quickly  and  just  as  accurately  to  us 
wliat  each  section  means,  when  we  become  used  to  it,  as  the  old 
system  of  colors  did,  and  a  parallel  to  that  is  the  habit  that  we  all 
have  now  of  recognizing  pictures  which  are  in  line  or  form  only 
and  arc  fl-ithout  color.  The  invention  of  photography  and  the  art 
of  cnuraving  have  long  familiarized  all  of  tts  with  the  reading  of 
]iictims  which  are  simply  in  black  and  white,  without  any  color, 
ami  yet  tlie  eye  and  mind  very  quickly  add  to  them  the  significance 
of  culur,  being  guided  by  long  habit  and  practice.  Now,  the  same 
thing  will  result  from  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  section  lining  of 
this  kind,  in  which,  without  the  need  of  referring  to  color  at  all  in 
the  mental  processes,  we  will  by  glancing  at  the  drawing  obtain 
(|iiiikly  a  correct  understanding  of  the  different  metals  repre- 
sented, just  as  well  as  we  used  to  do  from  the  colored  and  tinted 
drawings  which  we  had  before  the  invention  of  the  art  of  blue 
printing.  Certainly  something  of  this  kind  must  be  done  in  order 
to  make  the  blue  print  as  quickly  read  and  as  intelligible  to  us  as 
the  old  colored  tracing  was.  I  trust  tliat  a  committee  will  be 
appointed  for  this  pur]iosp,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  object  of  its 
apiiiiintmciit  i>  a  useful  (ine  to  all  of  us. 

I  The  motion  was. eeunded.J 
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The  President — Has  aiij'  one  any  remarks  to  make  on  tlie  sub- 
!■  ■  t  of  tlie  appointment  of  this  committee? 

Mr.  Jus.  B.  Ladd. — I  would  suggest  that  tlie  first  duty  of  the 

iiinittee   be   to   ascertain   whether   or   not   such   section   lining   is 

-  rable.     I  side  entirely  with  the  speakers  who  urged  that  such 

iiing  is  entirely  undesirable.     It  is  extra  work  all  around  and 

not   wliat  we  need.     I  think  we  should  pass  first  on  the  question 

whether  we  are  going  to  have  a  standard  section  lining  before  we 

consider  what  it  shall  be. 

Mr.  John   E.   Street. — I   should  oppose   the  appointment  of   this 

lonimittee  for  this  reason,  that  this  Society  has  appointed  a  num- 

cif  committees,  and  in  certain  cases  the  committees  have  spent 

_ood  deal  of  their  time  in  preparing  the  reports,  and  after  they 

had  made  their  reports  the   Society  has  refused  to  adopt  them,  or 

e\en  to  recommend  them.     It  seems  to  me  it  is  imposing  a   task 

uipun  men  to  ask  tliem  to  act  on  committees  and  then  to  refuse  to 

-it  by  the  reports  after  they  are  made. 

!'rof.  -James  E.  Denton. — -I  should  vote  against  this  committee 
111)  the  ground  that  it  proposes  to  devote  itself  to  a  refinement  upon 
a  question  which  every  one  will  be  able  to  decide  for  himself  in  a 
Wiiv  which  will  secure  all  the  practical  ends  that  a  drawing  is  in- 

r'ed  to  secure.  I  thiidi  that  it  is  too  trivial  a  matter  for  this 
-     it'ty  to  put  its  time  upon  in  the  manner  proposed.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Wm.  Kent. — It  may  be  very  well  for  the  professors  in  the 

li'ges   who   are   teaching  drawing  to   agree   among  themselves   as 

II  standard  lining  which  they  shall  teach  their  students,  just  the 

same  as  students  are  now  taught  the  metric  system  although  they 

may  never  be  expected  to  use  it.     It  may  be  well  that  there  should 

'  •    such  a  uniform  system  among  the  colleges.     But  I  think  that 

mechanical  engineers  in  general  wiU  disapprove  of  any  stand- 

I  <o  far  as  putting  it  into  practice  is  concerned.  I  think  in  gen- 
eral, managers  of  work  have  to  educate  the  draftsmen  to  come 
down  from  the  refinements  they  get  in  colleges  and  to  teach  them 
to  make  a  drawing  with  a  piece  of  chalk  on  the  door  of  a  black- 
smitirs  shop  or  in  tlie  dust  on  the  floor  with  a  finger.  I  think 
tills  question  had  better  be  referred  to  the  professors  in  the  vari- 
"II-  colleges,  and  not  taken  up  by  a  committee  in  the  Society. 

.I//-.  //.  R.  Toivne. — So  much  has  been  said  already  on  the 
question  of  a  vote  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  a  pur- 
pose of  this  kind  that  I  feel  justified  in  asking  for  a  moment's 
more  time  in  which  to  put  the  matter  straight  before  the  meeting. 
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My  friend  Piof.  Sweet  Jias  ivealled  a  fact  wliich  occurred  at  our 
meeting  in  Atlantic  City,  if  I  remember  correctly,  at  which  the 
Society  voted  against  putting  itself  on  record  as  indorsing  the 
report  of  a  committee  in  accepting  it,  and  allowing  it  to  go  out  as 
the  standard  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers.* 
I  was  one  of  those  who  opposed  the  action  that  was  proposed  at 
that  time  and  voted  in  the  negative,  and  I  have  never  regretted  it. 
I  think  that  is  the  proper  position  for  the  Society  to  take — that 
we  do  not,  as  a  body,  commit  ourselves  to  the  indorsement 
of  any  report  of  this  kind,  and  therefore  do  not  authorize  a  stand- 
ard, such  as  here  proposed,  to  go  out  under  the  name  of  the 
standard  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers.  But 
that  is  no  reason  why  a  committee  should  not  be  appointed,  as 
lias  lieen  done  in  many  other  cases,  to  consider  some  special  sub- 
ject (if  interest  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  and  make  a  report 
thoreon.  The  work  of  such  a  committee  wdll  of  course  be  better 
digested  .and  considered  than  any  discussion  at  a  meeting  of  this 
kind,  and  the  approval  of  the  members  present'  at  the  meeting 
when  such  a  report  is  submitted  is  expressed  by  the  vote  then 
taken.  That  however  is  a  very  different  matter  from  what  was 
proposed  at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting,  which  was  that  the  report 
should  be  adopted  and  the  matter  in  question  go  forth  to  the 
world  as  the  official  action  of  the  Society  and  as  its  "  standard " 
in  tlie  particular  thing  referred  to.  If  Prof.  Sweet  will  recall  the 
facts,  I  think  he  will  see  that  there  is  quite  a  difference  lietween 
wliat  was  then  proposed  and  what  is  proposed  here  to-night. 

Mr.  Will.  Kciii. — T  happened  to  be  chairman  of  that  committee 
at  Atlantic  City  nn  wliich  the  discussion  took  place  whether  their 
report  should  lie  adopted  as  tlie  opinion  of  the  Society  or  not. 
Tlie  verdict  of  the  Society  at  that  meeting  was  understood  as 
estalilishiug  a  piecedent  that  the  Society  would  not  at  any  time 
indorse  as  its  "  standard "  any  committee's  report  on  any  subject. 
I  think  it  was  said  at  that  time  that  it  was  following  the  prece- 
dent established  by  the  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  ten  years 
befoic.  where  some  one  moved  that  a  certain  report  be  accepted 
and  that  the  society  commit  itself  to  a  certain  opinion.  The 
president  declared  tlie  question  out  of  order,  saying  that  the 
society  did  not  exist  for  the  purpose  of  having  any  opinion  on  any 
subject  as  a  society.  An  appeal  was  taken  and  the  chair  was 
sustained.  And  that  view  has  always  been  sustained  in  that  soci- 
*Trans.  A.  S.  M.  E.,  Vol.  VI.,  page  S77. 
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in  two  years  a^o,  I  think 
c insider  as  a  very  dillercnt 
hall  ever  be  referred  to  a 
The  report  in  any  case 
hy  tlie  authority  of  the 
taken  in  its  preparation, 
anil  is  mine  the  less  valuable  because  the  Society  does  not  deem 
it  wise  (ir  politic  to  indorse  it  formally  as  its  official  opinion. 

Mr.  -Iiiti.  T.  ]!(ui-l-\iix. — Without  touching  upon  the  merits  of 
this  suiijert.  1  wtiuld  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  appointing  a 
ciininiittfe,  liel'me  we  act  to  that  disagreeable  stage,  as  we  may  ■ 
do.  of  hearing  an  emphatic  "  No "  on  this  question.  1  would 
like  to  take  ground  against  the  position  of  Prof.  Sweet.  I  hope 
to  see  no  precedent  established  in  this  Society  to  the  effect  tliat 
we  must  necessarily  be  expected  to  indorse  the  work  of  a  com- 
mittee. But  on  the  other  hand  I  should  regret  a  policy  or  prac- 
tice that  no  committees  should  be  appointed  because  their  action 
possibly  would  not  be  sustained  or  approved  of  by  a  majority  of 
the  Society.  I  think  the  appointment  of  committees  a  very  desir- 
able means  of  carrying  out  discussions  of  this  kind.  They  have 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  a  subject  much  more  fully  than  we  have 
here  in  open  meeting,  and  they  will  generally  be  men  experienced 
in  the  particular  matter  at  issue;  in  fact,  we  all  know  that  the 
time  which  can  be  given  to  these  discussions  in  open  meeting  is 
much  too  short  properly  to  exhaust  the  subjects. 

I  hope  the  understanding  in  appointing  committees  will  be  that 
such  action  will  lead  to  a  better  and  more  thorough  discussion  of 
a  subject  brought  before  the  Society;  that  a  committee  should  not 
feel  aggiieved  if  not  indorsed  by  the  Society.  I  think  it  is  wrong 
til  luiik  at  it  in  that  light.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  work  of  our 
ninunittees  should  be  very  much  like  that  of  Congressional  com- 
mittees; they  can  more  deliberately  and  thoroughly  exhaust  a 
stiliject  than  can  be  done  in  open  meeting. 

[The  motion  to  appoint  the  propo.sed  committee  was  then  jmt 
and  lost.] 
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CCLXIX. 


OX    THE    DIVERGENCIES    IX   FLAXGE    DIAMETERS    OF 
Pr.VI'S.    VALVES,   c(-c.,   OF   DIFFEREXT   MAKERS. 


The  object  of  this  pajjer  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
the  divergencies  existing  in  the  flange  diameters  of  globe  and 
gate  valves  of  different  makers,  as  well  as  incidentally  to  touch 
upon  similar  characteristics  in  the  flanges  of  pumps,  steam  engines 
and  cast  iron  pipes.  The  object  primarily  sought  is  the  taking  of 
such  action  by  the  Society  as  will  result  in  the  adoption  of  a  uni- 
form standard  by  the  manufacturers. 

In  order  to  show  at  a  glance  the  divergencies  -which  are  referred 
to,  a  table  has  been  prepared  in  which  the  figures  were  compiled 
by  myself  from  printed  catalogues  issued  by  the  manufacturers,  ex- 
cept in  one  instance  where  the  information  was  obtained  for  me. 
A  few  dimensions  have  been  also  added,  taken  from  drawings  of 
pumps  in  which  divergencies  occur.  The  table  might  have  been 
more  voluminous,  had  I  cared  to  communicate  with  other  inakers 
than  those  quoted,  but  I  feared  that  a  consultation  with  them  he- 
foreliand  might  liave  precipitated  a  discussion  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society;  so  that  the  list  was  prepared  only  from 
data  within  immediate  reach.  I  think  enough  has  been  given, 
however,  to  establish  the  fact  that  divergencies  exist. 

These  differences  are  so  slight  that  very  little  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Society  should  be  necessary  to  prevail  upon  the  manufactur- 
ers to  agree  upon  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  standard.  The  advan- 
tages which  would  arise  from  such  agreement  to  the  users  of  their 
prodiiets  are  no  doubt  too  well  known  to  call  for  any  decided  ad- 
^■ocacy  here;  it  will  suffice  if  I  illustrate  one  or  two  cases  where  a 
want  of  uniformity  would  occasion  trouble  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pense. In  designing  a  large  pumping  plant,  the  suction  and  dis- 
charge flanges  of  the  pumps  selected  would  under  present  condi- 
tions govern  the  diameters  of  all  other  flanges,  as  being  the  most 
important  in  the  matter  of  size  and  expense  of  pattern  making. 
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After  receiving  tlie  (h-ii\viii>;;<  from  the  jniiiij)  men,  catalogues  must 
be  consulted  to  see  if  the  flanges  of  gates,  checks,  regulating  valves 
and  pipes  will  agree;  and  if  they  dou't,  which  is  almost  a  foregone 
conclusion,  ste])S  must  be  taken  to  make  them  agree.  Then  if  the 
valves  which  we  want  to  use  require  flanges  larger  or  smaller  than 
the  catalogue  dimensions,  we  could  not  take  them  from  the  maker's 
stock,  but  must  have  them  made  specially,  not  only  occasioning 
delay  provided  the  pumps  were  ready,  but  if  larger,  with  the  chance; 
sometimes  amounting  to  certainty,  of  having  the  following  items  in 
the  l)ill :  "  To  extra  pattern  work,  so  much ; "'  "  to  material  for 
same,  so  mucli ; "'  "  to  extra  facing  of  flanges,  so  much."  This  is 
reasonable  and  business-like  under  existing  circumstances,  and  I 
don't  think  there  is  an  establishment,  either  private  or  municipal, 
which  would  object  to  pay  for  these  extra  charges;  not  so  much  for 
uniformity  of  appearance,  perhaps,  though  this  is  in  itself  a  source 
of  gratification,  but  in  many  cases  to  save  the  expense  of  shrinking 
wrought-irou  bands  over  the  smaller  flanges  on  account  of  the  bolt 
holes  in  the  flanges  to  which  they  may  be  joined  having  been  drilled 
too  near  the  edge.  This  is  often  resorted  to  where  changes  are  made, 
either  in  the  substitution  of  one  kind  of  valve  for  another,  or  in  a 
transposition  of  the  pipe  system.  On  some  occasions,  when  time 
allows,  new  pieces  of  pipe  with  flanges  of  different  diameters  at 
each  end  are  ordered,  all  of  which  need  not  be  necessary,  and  is 
due  to  the  want  of  a  uniform  and  universal  standard. 

I  think  the  pump  and  valve  makers,  and  perhaps  the  engine 
builders  (as  the  latter  usually  furnish  their  own  stop  valves),  could 
together  control  the  working  of  a  uniform  standard,  as  the  flange 
diameters  of  these  articles,  so  to  speak,  are  governed  by  somewhat 
similar  conditions,  namely,  the  thickness  of  metal  contiguous  to 
the  inlet  and  outlet  orifices,  which  have  to  conform  pretty  nearly 
to  the  thickness  of  main  body  on  account  of  unequal  contraction. 
This  being  conceded  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  give  them 
the  lead,  it  would  be  a  trifling  matter  to  influence  the  manufac- 
turers of  pipes,  as  they  are  so  often  entrusted  with  orders  embrac- 
ing every  range  of  flange  diameters  that  they  would, .  I  am  con- 
vinced, be  very  glad  to  know  that  their  patterns  were  to  be  un- 
changed in  this  particular.  Even  in  the  matter  of  bolt  circles  the 
start  is  given  by  the  pump  men,  who  invariably  ship  their  goods 
with  studs  screwed  in  the  flanges,  or  holes  for  bolts  ready  drilled 
or  tapped. 

In  ordering  pipes  with  flanges  to  fit  those  of  pumps  or  valves, 


120       UIVCIiCiEXClKS  IN    Fl.ANUE  DIAMETEKS  OF  DIFFEIiEXT  MAKERS. 

what  at  first  looks  liku  a  serious  diflfieulty  presents  itself;  for  while 
the  thickness  of  valves  of  good  makers  agrees  closely  with  that  of 
pumps,  it  often  happens  that  pipes  are  wanted  of  varying  thick- 
ness, to  suit  different  pressures  and  kinds  of  service;  so  that  in 
a  thin  pipe  an  unnecessary  excess  of  flange  diameter  would  seem 
like  had  practice.  But  the  variations  in  thickness  of  pipes  in  or- 
dinary use  are  so  slight,  being  not  more  than  from  1,4"  to  1/4"  in  pipes 
of  the  same  internal  diameter,  that  a  large  fillet  or  thickening  rim 
fills  up  any  lost  space  between  the  outside  of  pipe  and  bolt  circle; 
and  this  is  of  importance,  too,  in  other  respects,  as  in  eases  which 
have  come  under  my  notice  of  the  bursting  of  pipes,  the  fractures 
have  invariably  been  at  the  junction  of  flanges  with  the  l)ody,  which 
is  a  good  reason  in  itself  for  the  adoption  of  generous  fillets. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  go  into  the  question  of 
bolt  circles,  or  number  and  sizes  of  bolts,  not  because  I  do  not  con- 
sider these  important  branches,  but  the  subject  is  one  involving  an 
inquiry  into  the  strength  of  material  and  the  relative  proportion  of 
parts — an  inquiry  of  so  much  interest  that  I  did  not  wish  to  limit 
it  to  a  necessarily  condensed  notice  here.  Besides,  until  official 
action  has  been  taken  by  this  Society,  we  must  be  content  to  adopt 
the  proportions  given  by  the  pump  makers,  or  else  have  two  or 
more  pitch  circles  of  bolts  in  the  pipe  system,  which  means  two  or 
more  templates,  and  the  uncertainty  afterward  as  to  which  w-as 
applied  at  a  particular  point.  As  to  the  correctness  of  any  one  sys- 
tem of  flange  diameter  or  of  bolt  circle,  I  do  not  wish  now  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  of  determining;  it  appears  to  have  been 
done  in  England  by  Box,  whose  proportions  are  given  in  the  table. 
He  says  in  his  little  work  on  hydraulics  that  they  are  the  best  pro- 
portions, an  assumption  that  we  might  readily  tolerate  from  such 
a  distinguished  and  careful  writer;  but  even  he  is  forced  to  admit 
that  they  differ  from  those  adopted  by  many  makers. 

In  these  busy  times,  whatever  saves  unnecessary  thought  is  of 
\alue,  and  it  would,  I  think,  add  something  to  our  convenience  and 
saving  of  expense  if  we  could  or^ler  our  pumps,  valves,  checks  and 
jjipes.  and  for  that  matter  our  steam  engines  and  governors — all 
necessarily  from  different  makers — with  a  certainty  that  their 
flanges  of  similar  outlets  will  at  least  corresijond  in  diameter.  If 
we  are  once  assured  of  that,  an  important  advance  will  have  been 
made,  and  will  greatly  pave  the  way  to  the  establishment  of  uni- 
formity in  the  diameter  of  liolt  circles  and  in  the  number  and  sizes 
of  bolts. 
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'ABLE  1.— NAMES  OF  MANUFACTURERS  OF  VALVES. 

FLANGE    DIAMETERS    IN    INCHES 
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14 

20 

21 

22 

21 

16 

18 

23  H 

23 
25 

24 
26 

23  Ki 

23 
25 

20 

27 

27 

28  H 

27 

24 

31 

30 

36 

. 

PUMP  MANUFACTURERS. 


SUe^ofoutleta. 

Knowles. 

Guild  &  Garrison. 

5 

Flange 

diameter  10" 

Flange  diameter  11" 

6 

" 

"      11"  and  12" 

14 

8 

" 

"      13  H" 

16 

" 

"     23  H 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  W.  0.  Webber. — I  have  had  in  mind  for  some  time  the 
hroaching  of  this  subject,  which  Mr.  Sanguinetti  has  so  ably  intro- 
duced, and  I  think  tliat  the  question  of  bolt  circles,  number  and 
diameter  of  bolts  should  be  also  considered  at  the  same  time.  In 
our  centrifugal  pump  work,  after  looking  over  all  the  valve  and 
pipe  makers'  standards,  we  adopted  for  flange  diameters  those 
used  by  the  Chapman  Yalve  Co.,  and  for  diameter  of  bolt  circles. 
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mimljM-  aiul  size  of  bolts,  we  eopied  from  the  National  Tube  Works 
as  nearly  as  possible. 

To  illustrate  the  divergence  in  flange  diameters,  a  prominent 
manufacturer  in  Boston  has  to  carry  the  following  range  differing 
by  half  inches: 

Size  of  Pipe.  Flanges  from 

H"  4      "  to     8  U"  O.  D. 

h"  4     "to    8>-2"0.  D. 

1     "  4     "  to    9     "  O.  D. 

1  H"  4     "  to  10     "  O.  D. 

1  H"  4  K"  to  10     "  O.  D. 

2  "  5     "  to  11     "  O.  D. 

2  H"  5  ^'  to  12     "  O.  D. 

3  "  6     "  to  14  "  O.  D. 
3 'A"  6  H"  to  14  "O.  D. 

4  "  7  W  to  14  "  O.  D. 

5  "  9     "  to  14  "  O.  D. 

6  "  9  'A"  to  14     "  O,  D. 
,    7     "                                               11     "  to  16     "  O.  D. 

8     "  12     "  to  16     "  O.  D. 

10     "  14     "  to  16     "  O.  D. 

and  the  styles  of  drilling  vary  nearly  as  much. 

If  there  was  some  uniform  standard,  we  could  send  our  pumps 
as  we  do  from  Maine  to  California,  Montreal  to  Chili,  and  be  sure 
that  our  pumps,  strainers,  foot  and  flap  valves  all  would  fit  and 
come  out  right;  as  it  is  now,  it  is  a  constant  source  of  annoyance 
and  worry  to  have  to  look  out  for  these  differences,  where  the 
pipe,  as  it  almost  always  is,  is  supplied  by  different  parties  from 
those  supplying  the  pumps  and  valves. 

I  would  therefore  submit  a  motion  that  the  president  of  this 
Society  appoint  a  special  committee  to  investigate  thoroughly  this 
subject  and  report,  together  with  recommendations  for  a  standard 
diameter  of  pipe,  puiup  and  valve  flanges,  diameter  of  circle  of 
bolts,  number  and  size  of  bolts,  to  be  used  for  the  different  classes 
of  light,  medium,  and  heavy  service,  to  be  adopted  and  recom- 
mended as  the  A.  S.  M.  B.  standards. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Taylor. — I  would  suggest  that  before  it  is  decided 
to  adopt  any  one  standard  series  of  dimensions  for  flanges,  either 
in  thickness,  or  diameter,  or  for  bolt  circles,  it  is  first  necessary  to 
adopt  a  common  standard  of  packing  to  be  used  in  the  joints, 
since  if  you  use  a  packing  which  consists  of  a  narrow  ring  of  rub- 
ber or  metal  which  comes  close  to  the  inside  diameter  of  the  cylin- 
der, or  pipe,  on  the  end  of  which  you  propose  to  make  a  joint — 
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that  is  if  you  usu  a  riug  of  packing;-  wliiili  is  ciitiivly  inside  of  tlie 
bolt  fircle — it  is  necessary  to  liave  a  very  nuich  thicker  flange 
than  if  you  use  a  packing  which  covers  tlie  flange  entirely.  There- 
fore, tile  thickness  of  the  flange  would  be  dependent  ui^on  the 
widtii  of  the  joints  which  you  are  going  to  make  between  the  two 
jiarts  which  yuu  wish  to  connect. 

Then  again  the  diameter  of  the  bolt  circle  will  depend  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  flange  is  fastened  to  the  pipe — that  is, 
wliether  it  is  riveted  or  screwed  to  the  pipe,  or  cast  solid  on  it. 

Therefore,  I  cannot  see  that  it  is  possible  to  establish  a  uniform 
>randard  for  dimensions  of  flanges,  unless  a  uniform  method 
of  packing  the  joint  and  a  uniform  method  of  attaching  the  flange 
to  the  pipe  be  adopted,  which  I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult 
TO  do. 

Mr.  II.  /.'.  Toinic. — A  good  many  years  ago,  having  constantly 
'  iinsidcrable  pipe  work  to  plan,  I  had  occasion  to  consider  this 
(|uestion,  and  taking  the  average  practice  as  I  found  it  at  that 
time,  I  put  it  into  this  set  of  formulae  below.  The  diagram  (Fig. 
80)  and  the  formulae  under  it  are  figures  used  for  brass  flanges  for 
copper  pipe  in  ship  work,  the  range  of  sizes  being  from  pipe  of  11/^ 
inches  to  12  inches  diameter,  the  same  flange,  practically,  being 
used,  with  a  little  difference  in  the  bore  of  the  center  and  in  the 
rounding  of  the  corners,  whether  the  flange  is  loose  and  simply 
backs  up  the  flange  turned  on  the  pipe  to  form  the  joint,  or 
whether  the  brass  flange  is  brazed  to  the  copper  pipe  in  order  to 
make  the  joint..  The  other  figure  (Fig.  81)  represents  cast  iron 
flanges  used  on  ordinary  gas  and  steam  pipe.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
what  these  figures  can  be  improved  upon  after  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject;  but  I  know,  from  considerable  experience  in 
the  use  of  them,  that  they  are  approximately  right  and  can  be 
used  safely,  and  that  having  a  formula  of  this  kind  saves  consider- 
able troul)le  and  time  in  planning  fittings. 

Pig.  80 
A  =  Diameter  of  pipe. 
A  =  1.21  A  +    3  ! 


D  =  1.14A+    1.83 

A  +  16.42 

^-  -^ 


All  di 
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Cast  iron  flanges  fur  wrouulil  inni  i)ipe: 


A  =  Diameter  of  pipe. 

A  =  1.0      A  +  3  I 

B  =  1.2R2  A  +    .678  [ 

C  =    .(!;)'('  A  -f    .;i.j  '    All  diiiiensiuns  in  inches. 

D=  1.38    A  +  2 

E=    .16    A+    .47  I 

Mr.  W.  B.  Le  Van. — The  proposer  of  this  resolution  fori;ets 
that  every  pump  maker,  when  he  sends  out  his  pump,  mlopts 
such  form  and  size  as  will  conform  to  his  style  of  pump.  And 
again  the  maker  also  has  an  eye  to  business  in  regard  to  future 
wants,  and  e.xpeots  to  furnish  any  duplicates  which  may  be 
wanted. 

Mr.  L.  (I.  Etigcl. — Thoro  is  one  point  which  seems  to  have 
been  lost  sight  of,  and  that  is  that  we  have  to  deal  not  only  with 
cast-iron  pipe  but  with  copper  and  other  pipe.  If  we  adopt  a 
standard  flange  for  pipe,  we  must  necessarily  adopt  a  standard 
flange  for  each  kind  of  pipe,  because  no  one  would  put  the  same 
kind  of  flange  on  a  very  thin  copper  pipe  which  he  would  put  on 
a  cast-iron  pipe. 

In  regard  to  light,  medium,  and  heavy  pressures  as  affecting  bolt 
arrangements,  I  would  remind  those  present  of  the  fact  that  in 
every  large  establishment  T's  are  used  indiscriminately  for  water 
and  steam.  That  is,  they  usually  adopt  some  standard  T.  For 
instance,  if  we  take  an  ordinary  six-inch  cast-iron  T  with  a  twelve- 
inch  flange  and  adopt  six  holes,  which  would  be  plenty  for  all 
ordinary  purjjoses  where  water  is  concerned,  we  might  flnd  that 
the  six  holes  were  not  sufficient  for  steam  pressure,  although  the 
steam  pressure  might  not  exceed  the  actual  water  pressure.  If 
we  double  the  number  of  holes  for  the  T  for  steam  purposes,  as 
the  only  way  in  wliich  it  can  remain  interchangeable  with  the 
six-hole  T,  in  case  they  may  be  subsequently  used  together  on 
the  same  line  of  pipe,  we  get  so  many  holes  that  it  is  difficult  to 
screw    up   the   bolts.      When   the   divergence   that   Mr.    Wcljber    has 
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spoki'H  iilimit  in  tlan.iji'S  is  no  doulit  due  in  some  degree  to  the 
fact  that  many  people  join  iron  pipes  to  copper  pipes,  and  join 
hirge  pipes  to  small  pipes,  and  in  that  way  it  is  necessary  to  carry 
in  stock  such  a  divergence  in  diameters. 

Mr.  A.  II.  Ray  rial. — There  certainly  is  a  great  convenience  in 
having  a  standard  for  diameter  of  pipe  flanges  and  the  number 
and  position  of  bolt  holes,  even  while  there  may  be  occasion  at 
times  to  deviate  from  it  for  special  purposes.  I  have  for  years 
worked  to  such  a  standard,  and  find  it  perfectly  applicable,  in 
the  ordinary  routine  practice  of  shops  doing  a  variety  of  pipe 
work. 

In  giving  out  tlie  detail  orders  for  a  complicated  line  of  cast- 
iron  pipe^for  instance,  with  elbows  and  tees,  leading  o£E  in  dif- 
ferent planes — I  found  it  very  convenient  to  mark  on  the  order 
for  each  piece  how  its  flange  should  be  drilled.  I  would  mark  at 
each  flange  "  W.  S."  or  "  A.  S.,"  meaning  thereby  that  the  line 
passing  through  two  opposite  bolt  holes  should  lie  either  against 
or  irifh  the  seam  of  the  pipe,  and  that  would  determine  absolutely 
the  proper  drilling.  The  foremen  would  readily  learn  and  appre- 
ciate the  system. 

Tliere  is  no  necessity  for  -manufacturers  of  pumps  and  valves 
to  vary  largely  from  each  other  in  the  dimensions  of  their  flanges. 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  having  this  Society  propose  such  a 
standard,  and  although  we  were  unlucky  in  this  respect  on  a 
previous  occasion,  would  second  the  motion  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  this  evening  to  investigate  the  subject  and 
propose  at  our  next  meeting  a  standard  for  the  diameter,  num- 
ber and  position  of  liolts  in  flanges  for  cast  and  wrought  iron 
pipe. 

Mr.  Wm.  Kent. — I  rise  just  because  I  partly  opposed  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  last  committee,  to  say  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
appointment  of  this  one.  I  think  that  the  objection  raised  by 
Mr.  Lc  Van  to  the  standardizing  of  flanges  held  as  well  with 
tlie  Whitworth  threads  in  England  and  the  Sellers  thread  in 
this  country;  namely,  that  the  manufacturers  did  not  want  to 
adopt  the  standard  thread  because  they  wished  to  furnish  the 
repairs.  But  in  spite  of  the  opposition,  which  was  a  strong  one, 
standard  threads  have  come  into  use,  and  standards  for  pipe 
threads  have  also  come  into  use,  thanks  to  the  report  of  our  So- 
ciety's committee  on  pipe  threads  a  year  ago. 

Mr.   W.  F.  Mattes. — I  fully  agree  with   the   proposition   to   hav& 
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this  comniittce  ai)])oiiiteil.  and  I  agree  with  it  on  the  basis  of  my 
own  experience.  In  the  operation  of  a  drafting  room  for  a 
hirge  manufacturing  concern,  wliere  a  good  deal  of  pipe  and  a 
groat  many  flanges  have  to  be  turned  out,  it  saves  answering  a 
great  many  questions  to  liave  a  standard  to  work  to.  Now  it  is 
impossible  to  have  a  standard  which  shall  never  be  deviated  from 
in  such  work  as  this;  but  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  we  can 
work  to  a  standard.  I  had  quite  a  difficult  task  in  trying  to 
adopt  a  standard  to  works  which  for  more  than  forty  years  never 
liad  one.  We  had  a  great  variety  of  pipe  made  according  to  the 
pattern  maker's  notion  at  the  time,  and  we  had  to  fit  to  them  as 
best  we  could,  and  at  the  same  time  take  counsel  of  the  different 
valve  makers'  catalogues,  and  differ  from  them  as  little  as  possi- 
ble. But  we  took  a  liappy  medium;  we  corrected  such  errors  as 
-we  could,  and  tlie  result,  for  four  or  five  years,  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  I  know  that  my  standard  has  had  the  effect  of 
modifying  slighily  the  standard  of  one  of  our  prominent  valve 
iiiaiiiirnciiiivis.  I  think  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  us  to  get  some 
leading  poinls  on  this  subject,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  cast- 
iron  pipes,  where  the  flanges  are  cast  on  solidly,  and  that  it  will 
save  us  all  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  long  run. 

Mi:  E.  F.  C.  Davis. — About  fourteen  years  ago,  in  the  shoji 
with  wliicli  I  was  connected  in  the  mining  regions,  where  \M' 
dealt  very  largely  in  pipes  and  connections  of  various  kinds,  \y 
found  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  standard  of  pipe  flanges.  We  sim- 
ply took  our  thicknesses  of  cast-iron  pipe  and  adopted  a  flange 
which  would  take  a  reasonable  size  of  bolts  for  ordinary  work-, 
and  we  laid  out  that  as  a  standard,  and  we  have  stuck  to  it  cvci 
since.  Our  works  have  become  considerably  larger  since  then. 
and  we  liave  had  the  opportunity  of  spreading  this  system  o\lm- 
quite  a  large  territory  in  our  part  of  the  country,  and  we  have  all 
found  that  the  adoption  of  the  system  has  saved  an  immense 
Sinount  of  trouble  and  inconvenience  and  waste  of  material.  I 
think  that  the  members  will  find  that  any  steps  in  that  direction 
will  pay  for  themselves  very  handsomely,  judging  from  our  ex- 
perience in  the  matter.  We  found  that  we  could  work  in  our 
standard  in  almost  all  cases.  I  would  like  very  much  to  see  the 
committee  appointed. 

[The  motion  as  to  tlie  appointment  of  a  committee  of  the  Soci- 
ety on  standards  for  pipe  flanges  was  then  put  and  carried,  and 
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the    committee    was    appointed,    as    appears    on    page    17    of    this 
vohinie.] 

Mr.  P.  A.  Sanguuiclti  (closing  debate.) — With  regard  to  the 
remark  that  the  pump  makers  want  to  sell  their  pumps,  I  would 
say  that  we  would  ask  them  to  be  content  with  the  profit  which 
they  would  make  on  the  pump  itself,  and  not  with  regard  to  what 
may  be  attached  to  it.  I  find  these  divergencies  so  slight,  that  if 
we,  as  a  neutral  body,  were  to  approach  them  they  would  very 
likely  fall  in  with  our  recommendation.  In  fact,  if  the  members 
would  read  the  remarks  in  the  first  paragraph  of  my  paper,  they 
would  notice  that  I  was  very  careful  in  what  I  said.  "  The  object 
primarily  set  forth  is  the  taking  of  such  action  by  the  Society  as 
will  result  in  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  standard  by  the  manu- 
facturers. We  cannot  select  a  standard  which  will  influence  the 
manufacturers,  but  we  may  ask  them — and  I  hope  we  shall  ask 
them  with  some  emphasis — to  modify  existing  standards  and  con- 
fonn  to  a  universal  one.  I  assure  the  members  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  verj'  great  importance.  I  have  had  this  trouble  under  my 
notice  for  eight  or  ten  years  now,  and  I  think  the  time  is  ripe  for 
some  reform.  We  will  suppose  that  we  are  working  to  connect 
up  the  flange  of  a  large  pump  to  the  line  of  a  discharge  pipe.  We 
want  to  attach  a  check  valve  to  it.  We  order  a  check  valve  from 
some  maker  who  makes  them.  If  we  are  pressed  for  time  we 
have  to  get  them  from  his  stock.  If  not,  we  order  them  with  a 
flange  specially  designed  to  suit  us.  Suppose  we  are  pressed  for 
time — in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  we  are  and  of  course  the  flange 
of  the  check  neatly  overlaps  the  flange  of  the  pump.  Xow,  you 
want  a  stop  valve  beyond  the  check.  You  get  a  stop  valve  from 
some  other  maker.  You  use  his  standard  of  flange.  You  get  a 
flange  which  fits  the  check-valve  flange  as  much  too  much  the 
other  way.  We  won't  say  anything  about  the  pipe  men,  because 
they  would  probably  make  their  flange  diameters  as  we  order 
thiin.  But  there  is  a  case  where  you  may  have  from  three  makers 
•  different  diameters;  and  in  many  cases  where  the  bolt  holes 
to  be  drilled  so  near  the  outer  diameter  of  a  large  flange, 
we  have  had  to  shrink  wrought-iron  bands  to  strengthen  the 
metal  at  the  edge  in  order  to  get  sufiicient  material  on  the  out- 
side. 

Take  another  case  which  has  been  raised  by  one  of  the  gentle- 
men.    In  many  cases  we  want  to  attach  a  copper  pipe  to  a  gate- 
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valve  flange.  A  copper  pipe  is  usually  made,  as  Mr.  TowTie  ex- 
pressed it,  with  a  flange  turned  up  at  the  end.  Xow  we  want  a 
wrouglit  or  east  iron  flange  which  will  bind  the  pipe  to  the  valve. 
We  have  to  make  both  the  same  size.  We  cannot  help  ourselves, 
because  the  head  of  our  bolts  comes  pretty  close  to  the  fillet  of  the 
flange  of  the  valve,  and  we  are  compelled  to  make  our  pipe 
flange  the  same  size  as  that  of  the  valve  for  the  sake  of  the 
bolt  hoLes.     This  thing  happens  right  along. 


STEEL    CAR    AXLES. 


CCLXX. 

STEEL  CAR  AXLES. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  adoption  of  steel  axles  has  been  looked  at  too  closely  from 
the  point  of  first  cost.  The  car  and  railroad  companies  have  tried 
to  get  axles  which  meet  their  specified  requirements  as  cheaply  as 
possible,  and  the  manufacturers  in  their  turn  have  aimed  to  meet 
tliese  requirements  as  cheaply  as  possible,  with  no  concern  whatever 
about  the  life  of  the  axles  after  the  railroad  or  car  companies  had 
once  accepted  them.  The  manufacturer,  in  this  as  in  other  lines  of 
business,  should  not  be  content  with  making  his  work  good  enough 
to  fill  tlie  specified  requirements,  but  should  look  to  future  reputa- 
tion. He  should  judge  what  constitutes  good  work,  and  if  he  thinks 
in  filling  a  given  specification  he  is  making  a  poor  quality  of  work, 
he  should  refuse  to  work  under  it.  In  all  cases  where  steel  has  been 
used  in  the  arts,  the  maker  and  user  have  had  to  co-operate  to  es- 
tablish the  riglit  quality,  and  the  problem  has  generally  been  solved 
by  the  maker,  the  standard  of  quality  of  the  product  being  main- 
tained by  tests  made  under  the  supervision  of  the  buyer. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  open-hearth  steel  is  a  better  material 
for  axles  than  Bessemer  metal,  because  it  is  more  uniform  and 
lias  more  ductility  for  a  given  elastic  limit  and  ultimate  strength. 
The  chemical  qualities  and  particular  mode  of  manufacture  are 
best  determined  by  the  steel  maker,  and  he  wlio  gives  the  most 
care  and  study  to  this  part  of  the  business  will  have  the  greatest 
reward. 

The  ingot  sliould  be  of  sufficient  size  to  insure  a  thorough  work- 
ing of  the  metal  in  blooming.  As  this  paper  discusses  more  es- 
pecially the  treatment  of  axles  after  they  have  been  forged,  the 
theory  will  be  reviewed  in  brief  on  which  the  treatment  is  based. 

Carbon  exists  in  steel  in  two  principal  states,  hardening  and  non- 
liardening.  These  terms  are  chosen  because  they  do  not  conflict 
with  any  advocated   theory  of   carbon.     Hardening  carbon   is  that 
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form  of  carbon  found  in  steel  whicli  has  been  hardened,  i.e.,  heated 
to  a  high  red  heat  and  quenched  in  water.  Xon-hardening  carbon 
is  that  form  of  carbon  found  in  steel  which  has  been  heated  to  a 
red  heat  and  slowly  cooled. 

If  steel  be  heated  to  a  certain  temperature,  W,  nearly  all  its  car- 
bon changes  to  hardening  carbon,  and  the  change  is  quite  sudden. 
If  the  steel  be  cooled  slowdy  from  the  temperature  W,  the  carbon 
remains  in  the  hardening  state  imtil  a  somewhat  lower  temperature, 
Y,  is  reached,  when  it  begins  to  change  to  non-hardening  carbon. 
This  change  is  somewhat  slow,  so  that  if  the  steel  be  suddenly 
cooled  in  water,  there  is  not  time  for  the  change  to  take  place,  and 
the  result  is  liardened  steel.  There  is  a  certain  chemical  force  in 
the  change  of  carbon  which  causes  a  breaking  up  of  the  crystals, 
when  the  change  is  from  non-hardening  to  hardening. 

The  above  is  the  theory  of  Brinell,  ably  expounded  by  Mm  in  an 
article  in  the  first  number  of  Jern  Kontoret's  Annalen  for  1885, 
also  translated  in  Stalil  und  Eisen,  Nov.,  1885,  and  again  in  "  U.  S. 
Ordnance  Construction,"  Note  37.  The  writer  reviewed  this  theory 
more  fully,  and  gave  some  corroboratory  facts,  in  a  discussion  of 
.  Mr.  Metcalf  "s  paper  before  the  American  Society  of  Ci^dl  Engi- 
neers, April,  1887. 

Further  observations  which  have  been  made,  bearing  directly  on 
this  subject,  are: 

1st.  The  chemical  energy  of  the  change  of  carbon  is  commensu- 
rate with  the  amount  of  carbon  present. 

2d.  The  work  to  be  done  in  breaking  up  the  crystals  is  commen- 
surate with  their  size,  and  is  somewhat  modified  by  the  character 
of  the  crystallization.  These  statements  would  seem  to  be  axiom- 
atic, 3'et  as  each  step  in  our  path  of  reasoning  should  be  lighted 
and  confirmed  by  experiment,  the  facts  should  be  given  which  con- 
firm them.  A  steel  bar  containing  .50  per  cent,  carbon  was  heated 
to  a  high  temperature  and  cooled.  Its  fracture  then  was  coarsely 
crystalline.  It  was  then  heated  to  temperature  W  (which  is  the 
refining  temperature  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Metcalf)  and  cooled  in 
water.  Its  fracture  was  almost  amorphous,  no  crystal  forms  being 
visible  by  the  naked  eye.  A  bar  of  steel  of  .20  per  cent,  carbon  was 
then  treated  in  the  same  manner  throughout:  the  result  was  a  frac- 
ture, fine  in  places  but  in  general  presenting  outlines  of  the  crystal 
forms  of  the  size  of  the  original  crystals.  Heating  this  bar  again  to 
temperature  W  and  cooling  in  water,  the  fracture  was  as  fine  as  in 
the  first  case,  the  reason  of  this  being  that  in  the  second  treatment- 
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it  had  fXiKtly  tlie  same  amount  of  caibon  energy  to  act  on  a  less 
stubborn  strui-ture. 

3d.  Wliile  the  carbon  is  changing  to  its  non-hardening  state,  a 
force  is  exerted  wliich  has  a  tendency  to  break  up  crystallization.  Its 
observed  effect  is  to  cause  a  darker  colored  fracture,  owing  to  the 
crystal  faces  being  dull,  each  face  having  small  particles  adliering 
to  it,  rent  from  the  face  of  its  neighbor,  showing  that  there  must 
ha\e  been  an  interchange  or  an  interlocking  of  molecules,  render- 
ing the  cohesion  between  the  faces  very  great.  As  there  are  as 
many  striking  phenomena  manifested  in  the  change  of  hardening 
carbon  to  non-hardening,  as  in  the  change  from  non-hardening  to 
hardening  (among  them  being  the  reheating,  re-expansion  and 
temj)orary  weakening),  it  would  seem  that  there  was  as  much  force 
exerted  tending  to  break  up  crystallization  as  when  the  change  is 
the  other  way,  and  the  probable  cause  of  its  not  doing  so  as  com- 
pletely, is  that  more  resistance  to  destruction  is  offered  by  the  colder 
crystal. 

\Miile  steel  is  cooling,  the  carbon  begins  to  change  to  the  uon- 
liardening  state  at  a  dark  red  heat,  and  it  would  appear  from  the 
phenomenon  of  water-annealing  that  it  had  nearly  all  changed  be- 
fore the  steel  ceased  to  show  red  in  the  dark;  on  the  other  hand, 
if  a  piece  of  steel  be  hardened  and  then  heated,  its  carbon  begins 
to  change  its  state  at  quite  a  low  heat  (some  change  having  taken 
place  at  a  faint  straw  color),  and  when  a  heat  is  reached  wliich  shows 
red  in  the  dark,  perhaps  the  greater  portion  of  it  has  changed.  So 
it  will  appear  that  the  greater  amount  of  carbon  may  change  to 
non-hardening  carbon  at  two  widely  differing  temperatures;  and  if 
advantage  is  to  be  taken  of  this  change  to  assist  in  breaking  up 
crystallization,  and  if  the  previously  stated  surmise  be  correct,  that 
the  colder  crystal  is  more  stubborn,  it  would  follow  that  the  best 
way  to  utilize  this  change  would  be  at  its  higher  temperature. 

4th.  If  steel  be  cooled  i-ery  slowly  from  a  molten  state,  cubical 
•crystals  are  formed,  with  little  cohesion  between  their  faces,  each 
crystal  in  itself  appearing  amorphous;  but  in  an  ordinarily  cooled 
steel  ingot,  it  is  very  difficult  to  observe  any  well-formed  •  crystals, 
the  irregular  plane  surfaces  appearing  more  like  cleavage  planes 
than  like  faces  of  crystals.  What  appeared  to  be  well-formed 
prisms  have  been  taken  out,  with  dull  faces,  but  on  breaking  them 
they  were  found  to  be  composed  of  innumerable  smaller  crystals, 
or,  it  may  be,  interspersed  with  irregular  cleavage  planes  running 
in  all  directions.     The  tendency  may  be  toward  true  crystallization, 
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and  as  far  as  (.-an  \w  juilgt.'d,  tlie  smaller  crystals  may  be  perfect,, 
but  many  of  the  so-called  large  crystals  are  composed  of  smaller 
ones  with  coincident  faces,  and  there  seems  also  to  be  a  tendency  to- 
separation  between  some  of  the  faces.  What  kind  of  material  (if 
any)  lies  between  the  faces,  I  do  not  Imow;  but  if  they  are  separated 
by  a  material  distinct  from  the  body  of  the  crystal,  there  seems  to- 
be  a  fight  for  this  material.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  relation  between 
different  crystals  and  different  faces  of  the  same  crystals,  seems  to  be 
different,  for  as  the  cooling  progresses  to  the  point  where  the  car- 
bon changes  to  non-hardening  carbon,  the  effect  will  be  to  make- 
only  some  of  the  faces  dull,  the  others  remaining  bright.  The 
amount  of  carbon  present  determines  the  color  of  the  fracture  by 
this  action. 

5th.  All  crystallization  takes  place  above  the  temperature  V,  for 
if  a  piece  of  steel  in  wliich  its  carbon  is  in  the  non-hardening  state- 
be  heated  to  temperature  V  and  cooled  in  any  manner,  and  any 
number  of  times,  no  change  will  be  observed.  The  exception 
should  be  made,  however,  of  that  structure  which  takes  place  where 
a  moderate  heat  is  maintained  for  a  long  period  of  time  extending 
into  weeks  or  months. 

6th.  If  steel  be  heated  to  a  temperature  above  W,  its  crystallization 
is  in  the  most  part  determined  by  the  temperature,  and  occurs 
while  heating,  not  because  there  is  no  tendency  to  crystallization 
while  cooling,  but  at  temperatures  below  a  white  heat,  there 
appears  to  be  a  maximum  crystallization  for  each  temperature.  This 
has  some  exceptions. 

7th.  At  a  white  heat,  steel  becomes  nearly,  if  not  quite,  amor- 
phous; if  cooled  quickly  from  this  heat,  the  crystals  are  fine,  for, 
be  it  remembered,  it  takes  time  for  all  crystals  to  form.  They  be- 
come larger  as  the  cooling  is  slower,  up  to  a  maximum  size,  after 
which  the  further  effect  seems  to  be  to  change  the  relative 
cohesion  between  different  faces,  causing  cleavage  surfaces;  the 
exception  to  this  being  where  the  steel  is  heated  to  a  very  high 
white  heat  and  allowed  to  cool  very  slowly  through  a  period  extend- 
ing over  weeks. 

8th.  If  steel,  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  carbon,  be  heated  to- 
temperature  W,  and,  becoming  amorphous  thereby,  be  then  cooled,  a 
certain  amount  of  crystallization  takes  place  while  it  is  cooling  to- 
V.  The  slower  the  cooling  the  larger  the  crystals  up  to  a  max-imum 
.■=ize;  the  further  effect  of  slow  cooling,  as  in  the  case  just  cited, 
being   to   change  the   relation   between   the   crystal   faces.      This   is- 
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illustralr<l  liy  c-onliiii;  ;i  ]iictv  just  iiuirkly  eiiou^li  rniiii  W  lu  V  to 
attain  the  niaxiimuii  >'v/.v  of  crvstnls.  and  then  further  slowly 
foolini;-  it.  'VUv  n-ystal  Tares  will  imci-(_'lian,ye  molecules  during  the 
fliange  of  uarbon  to  non-hardening  state,  so  that  all  faces  will  be  dull. 

^Vgain,  cool  a  piece  from  the  same  temperature  very  slowly 
througiiout.  and  some  of  the  faces  will  be  bright,  showing  that 
thcic  must  have  been  a  different  condition  existing  between  these 
fates  before  the  change  of  carbon  commenced. 

It  was  said  above  that  the  further  effect  of  slow  cooling  after  the 
maximum  size  of  crystals  was  reached,  was  to  change  the  relation 
between  the  crystal  faces.  While  this  is  believed  to  be  true  in 
tile  main,  it  would  seem  tliat  this  changed  relation  commences  be- 
foie  tile  inaxiiiunn  size  crystal  is  reached.  This  conclusion  has 
been  readied  not  from  direct  reasoning  from  any  one  fact,  but  from 
the  circumstantial  evidence  of  many  observations,  any  one  of 
which  might  have  had  a  dilferent  interpretation. 

Htli.  if  a  small  l)ar  of  axle  steel  be  heated  to  tempertaure  W  and 
cooled  lapidly  as  jiossiljle  in  water  to  temperature  V,  and  tlien  al- 
lowed to  cool  slowly  until  cold,  it  will  give  a  perfectly  auiorplious 
fracture;  no  crystal  nor  crystal  form  will  be  visible  under  the 
most  iH)werful  glass.  It  will  be  very  tough  and  ductile,  and  have 
a  very  high  clastic  limit.  This  result  is  not  entirely  attainable 
in  an  axle,  because  it  is  impossible  to  cool  it  as  rapidly  as  a  small 
bar:  but  it  can  be  approached,  and  the  more  closely  the  better  the 
product  will  be. 

The  (.'ompany  with  which  I  am  connected  has  adopted  the  pro- 
cess of  treating  its  axles  as  follows:  After  forging,  they  are  cooled 
completely,  so  that  the  carbon  will  be  in  the  non-hardening  state; 
they  are  then  heated  until  the  temperature  is  reached  at  which  the 
carbon  changes  to  its  hardening  state,  the  time  of  so  heating  them 
being  a  little  over  an  hour;  the  result  of  this  change  of  carbon 
being  to  Ijieak  up  the  crystallization  completely,  and  put  the  steel 
in  an  amorphous  state.  They  are  then  cooled  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  a  temjierature  somewhat  below  V,  and  the  subsetpient  cooling  is 
done  in  the  open  air. 

The  ajjparatus  consists  of  a  furnace  wliieli  will  Iiold  al)out  twelve 
axles,  with  a  charging  door  on  one  side  and  a  drawing  door  on  the 
other.  Every  time  an  axle  is  drawn,  all  those  in  the  furnace  are 
rolled  forward  and  a  cold  one  charged  at  the  rear.  In  front  of  the 
furnace  is  a  long  bosh  filled  with  water  and  provided  with  a  sub- 
merged  jet   pi])e,  over  which   is  suspended   a  cradle   provided   with 
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driven  friction  wheels ;  tiie  axle  is  rolled  out  of  the  furnace  onto  these 
wheels,  the  friction  of  the  wheels  setting  the  axle  in  rapid  rotation. 
The  cradle  is  then  lowered  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  while  at 
the  same  time  a  valve  is  automatically  opened  in  the  water-supply 
pipe  to  allow  tlie  powerful  submerged  jets  to  play  on  the  revolving 
axle.  In  a  few  seconds  the  cradle  is  raised,  carrying  with  it  the 
revolving  axle  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  axle  is  then 
picked  up  by  a  little  jib  crane  and  deposited  on  the  cooling  bed. 
There  is  still  enough  heat  remaining  in  the  interior  to  bring  its 
whole  mass  to  a  dark  red  heat  in  the  dusk.  When  it  is  put  on  the 
cooling  bed,  advantage  is  taken  of  a  wonderful  property  of  steel 
which  has  been  heretofore  explained  by  the  writer,  that  when  its  car- 
bon is  changing  its  state  a  steel  bar  is  very  weak  and  most  easily  bent. 
As  the  axles  are  delivered  on  the  hot  bed,  most  of  the  carbon  is  in 
the  Itardening  state,  for  though  the  temperature  is  low  enough,  there 
has  not  been  time  enough  for  a  change.  The  bed  is  constructed  of 
"  I  "  beams,  bolted  rigidly  together  to  conform  nearly  to  the  shape 
of  the  axle,  but  with  the  central  part  of  the  bed  a  little  low.  The 
axle  is  rolled  on  this  bed,  and  the  bends,  if  any,  are  detected,  when, 
pressure  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  high  part  by  a  simple  hand 
lever,  the  axle  is  easily  straightened.  If  one  of  these  axles,  after 
it  is  cold  and  its  carbon  is  in  the  non-hardening  state,  be  reheated 
to  the  same  temperature  at  which  it  was  previously  straightened,  it 
is  found  impossible  to  bend  it  with  the  same  pressure,  because 
there  is  no  change  of  carbon. 

In  the  Iron  and  Steel  Instituh'  Journal,  1S79,  is  a  paper  by  ilr. 
Thomas  AVrightson,  in  which  he  shows  that  by  repeatedly  heating 
a  bar  of  wrought  iron,  and  cooling  it  in  water,  it  continually 
shortened,  and  its  specific  gravity  was  continually  decreased  until, 
after  fifty  heatings  and  coolings,  it  had  changed  1.02  per  cent. 

Prof.  G.  G.  Stokes,  F.  E.  S.,  advanced  the  theory  for  this 
phenomenon  which  has  been  universally  accepted,  that  in  the  first 
stages  of  cooling,  the  shrinkage  of  the  crust  over  a  center  whose 
body  only  slightly  changed  brought  about  a  condition  in  wliich  a 
smaller  surface  amount  of  crust  had  to  hold  the  same  amount  of 
material,  and  it  merely  put  itself  into  the  best  shape  to  do  so, 
shrinking  in  length  and  enlarging  in  diameter;  and  that  when 
the  center  began  to  contract,  the  outside,  being  cold  and  rigid, 
resisted  its  contraction  and  held  it  somewhat  in  permanent  expan- 
sion. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that   we  liave  no  data  from  similar  experi- 
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ineuts  on  steel,  for  it  might  be  that  the  existence  of  slag  or  other 
foreign  matter  made  such  a  behavior  possible.  I  call  attention  to 
this  paper  and  the  theorj-  of  Prof.  Stokes  merely  to  show  that  it 
has  no  bearing  on  the  axle  treatment  described,  for  while  in  the 
first  stage  of  cooling,  the  result  maj-  be  the  same;  the  axle  may 
get  a  little  shorter  and  a  little  larger;  but  in  the  second  stage  of 
cooling,  the  outside  and  center  come  to  nearly  the  same  tempera- 
ture long  before  the  greatest  amount  of  contraction  occurs,  and  at 
no  time  is  the  outside  crust  rigid  enough  to  much  resist  contraction 
of  the  interior.  Axles  as  they  come  from  the  forge  are  irregular. 
Different  axles  and  different  parts  of  the  same  axle  are  forged  at 
different  temperatures,  and  must  of  necessity  be  so,  where  the  form 
is  the  principal  point  of  attention  of  the  forger.  The  parts  forged 
below  temperature  W  have  a  fine  structure,  while  the  parts  forged 
at  a  higher  temperature  have  a  coarser  structure  with  bright  cleav- 
age surfaces;  this  bad  structure  being  worse  as  the  heat  is  greater. 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  thinking  that  a  fine  structure 
attained  by  forging  at  a  temperature  below  "W  is  desirable,  for  it  is 
somewhat  to  be  avoided  as  producing  uncertain  results,  especially 
in  hammered  work.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  dangerous  plan  to 
forge  below  temperature  W,  and  if  forged  at  temperature  W  the 
bad  effect  of  slow  cooling  to  V  is  met.  Therefore,  I  cannot  see 
how  an  axle  can  be  forged  so  as  to  leave  it  in  the  best  structural 
condition.  If  ever}-  part  could  be  forged  at  exactly  temperature  "SV, 
however,  the  best  results  would  be  obtained.  The  subsequent 
treatment  described  corrects  bad  structure  due  to  forging,  the 
result  being  a  uniform  product,  for  the  men  become  skilled  in 
judging  the  correct  temperatures,  and  their  only  object  of  work  is 
the  production  of  the  best  structural  condition.  This  process 
was  put  in  operation  on  December  15,  1886.  Very  soon  after 
this  a  series  of  tensile  tests  were  made,  the  report  of  tests  be- 
ing signed  January  12,  1887.  It  is  supposed  the  axles  from 
which  the  tests  were  taken  were  treated  witliin  two  weeks  after 
the  process  was  put  in  operation.  Six  axles  were  tested,  two 
test  pieces  being  cut  from  each  one.  Tests  marked  "'  0 "  were 
cut  as  near  the  outside  as  possible ;  tests  marked  "  S '"  were 
taken  so  that  the  axis  of  the  test  piece  fell  midway  between  the 
outside  and  center;  all  tests  were  cut  from  the  wheel  seats, 
which  were  514"  diameter;  the  test  piece  being  8"  long  between 
fillets  and  %"  diameter.    The  following  is  the  result : 
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Mark. 

Elastic 
Limit. 

IXl 

if«-^t°. 

Reduction 
of  Area. 

0 

42,710 

42,370 

44,990 
46,940 

41,080 
43.680 

43,030 
44,000 

40,100 
39,120 

40,260 
40,750 

85,180 
83,120 

92,320 
95,600 

88,670 
89,640 

86,600 
87,860 

86.510 
80,900 

88,740 
88,680 

20.0 
3  7 

l(i  9 
16.4 

18.3 
14.5 

20.0 
14  0 

16.5 
18.0 

16.0 
13.7 

.38.5 

s 

16.5 

0 

33.2 

s 

2S.7 

0 

s          

37  3 
23  7 

o 

42.0 

s 

0 

38.5 

s 

o 

s 

35.5 

28.1 
21.7 

These  results  are  given  to  show  generally  the  high  elastic  limit 
of  steel  subjected  to  this  process  without  loss  of  elongation.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  the  tests  were  made  when  the  process- 
was  first  started,  and  before  the  men  had  acquired  the  skill  which 
they  now  possess;  and  that  they  have  acquired  more  skill  and  do- 
better  and  more  uniform  work  is  proven  by  the  better  results 
attained  by  the  drop  test.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not 
made  recently  a  regular  series  of  tensile  tests  like  the  above;  the 
single  tests  which  we  have  made  from  time  to  time  showing  better 
than  the  above,  but  are  not  quite  comparable,  being  made  on 
P.  E.  E.  Standard  Test  Piece. 

Particular  attention  should  be  called  to  tests  recently  made  from 
an  axle;  the  axle  was  cut  in  two,  one-half  of  it  alone  being 
toughened.  Tensile  test  pieces  were  cut  from  each  half,  -1  inches 
between  fillets,  .50.5"  diameter.     The  following  is  the  result  of  tests: 


EloDgation 


Untoughened  .  .         30,000 
Toughened  ....         44,000 


71,520 
72,020 


As  these  tests  were  part  of  a  fatigue  experiment,  transverse  tests 
were  also  made  with  proportionate  results.  The  tests  are  remark- 
able as  showing  the  same  properties  throughout,  except  clastic 
limit;   the   toughened   piece  being   iQ.6   per   cent,   higher   than   the 
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Other  in  this  respect.  As  great  as  this  percentage  is,  it  is  not 
enough  to  measure  the  superiority  of  the  toughened  piece  of  steel. 
Tlie  untougliened  piece  was  coarse  crystalline,  with  bright  cleavage 
surfaces,  and  had  that  structure  which  breaks  very  easily  on  sudden 
shock,  while  the  toughened  piece  would  not  break  under  a  blow  of 
any  character  until  it  had  been  distorted  enough  to  account  for 
breakage  from  the  data  of  the  tensile  test.  The  above  statement 
is  one  hart.1  to  substantiate  by  actual  experiment  on  any  apparatus 
now  used  for  testing,  but  I  am  convinced,  from  what  I  have 
obser\ed,  that  it  is  true.  Some  evidence  corroborative  of  this  will 
follow.  While  the  result  of  these  tests  are  fresh  in  your  minds,  I 
wisli  to  point  out  the  manifest  absurdity  of  estimating  the  qualities 
of  axle  steel  from  the  ultimate  strength  and  elongation. 

Tliese  properties  seem  to  be  in  a  great  measure  independent  of 

structural    arrangement.     Axle   steel   being   a  ductile   material, 

considerable  elongation  will   always   occur,   and   the   efEect   of 

-  -eems  to  be  to  elongate  the  crystals  and  increase  their  cohesion, 
-  !i;it  after  the  elastic  limit  is  passed,  the  further  properties  seem 
i..  ill-  the  same.  It  is  an  erroneous  supposition  that  a  quick,  sharp 
blow  develops  crj-stals,  based  on  the  observation  that  a  piece  of  iron 
will  sometimes  show  a  crystalline  structure  when  broken  by  a  quick 
blow,  and  be  fibrous  under  a  different  breaking  blow.  The  crystals 
or  cleavage  planes  exist  prior  to  the  blow;  a  quick  blow  will  break 
them  apart,  but  the  slow  blow  will  not.  This  is  proven  by  etching. 
A  steel  axle  may  break  from  a  blow  received  in  throwing  it  oil  a 
rai-.  and  yet  test  pieces  cut  from  the  broken  ends  give  an  ultimate 
ni:th  and  elongation  above  that  required  by  our  great  railroads, 
a  wonder  tlien  that  such  steel  is  thought  to  be  a  treacherous 
iiK.i.-rial?  As  the  comparative  elastic  limit  is  the  best  indication 
of  a  good  structural  arrangement,  and  is  the  property  on  which  all 
load  calculations  should  be  based,  more  satisfactory  results  can  be 
obtained  by  incorporating  the  elastic  limit  in  the  specifications.  A 
suggested  specification  for  axles,  based  on  the  tensile  test,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  Cut  the  tests  as  P.  E.  E.  does,  %  inches  diameter,  2"  be- 
tween fillets  midway  from  outside  to  center  of  axle,  half  in  journal 
and  half  in  dust  guard  bearing.  The  elastic  limit  should  be  high 
enough  to  insure  a  good  structure,  but  not  out  of  the  easy  reach  of 
the  careful  manufacturer:  say  3.5,000  lbs.  Do  not  specify  the 
ultimate,  but  put  the  elongation  at  fifteen  per  cent.  These  would 
be  lower  limits,  but  one  of  these  properties  should  be  higher  than 
this,  as  3-5,000  lbs.  elastic  limit  and  fifteen  per  cent,  elongation  in  a 
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two-inch  spet-iinen  might  be  obtained  in  a  quite  inferior  quality  of 
steel.  To  insure  the  general  quality  of  the  steel  being  good,  require 
that  the  elastic  limit  in  pounds  multiplied  by  the  elongation  in  per 
cent,  should  exceed  700,000.  The  result  of  the  test  would  then 
liave  to  be  above  one  of  the  following  sets: 

EL.\STIC    LIMIT.  PER  CENT.  OF  ELONG.\TION. 

3.5,000  20.00 

36,000  19.45 

37,000  18 .  92 

38,000  18.43 

39,000  17.95 

40,000  17 .  50 

41,000  17.08 

42,000  16.67 

43,000  16.28 

44,000  15.91 

4.'),000  15.56 

46,000  15.22 

The  manufacturer  to  furnish  101  axles  for  every  100  ordered, 
one  axle  being  a  test  axle.  If  the  first  test  fail,  another  test  to  be 
cut  from  the  same  axle  or  from  another  at  the  option  of  the  buyer; 
if  the  second  test  fail,  the  100  axles  to  be  rejected.  If  tests  are 
cut  from  two  axles,  only  99  to  be  paid  for  in  ease  of  acceptance. 

A  substitute  test  is  suggested,  for  it  would  be  a  hardship, to  the 
manufacturer  to  work  under  such  high  specifications  where  a  single 
test  might  fail  from  no  fault  of  quality  of  material:  for  be  it 
remembered,  a  shoulder  in  the  forging  falls  midway  in  the  test. 

In  proposing  the  above  test,  it  is  not  recommended  as  superior  to 
the  drop  test,  for  a  good  drop  test  is  the  best  measure  of  the  quality 
of  an  axle.  The  weight  and  fall  of  the  drop  can  be  arranged  so  as 
to  bring  out  all  the  weak  points  of  an  axle.  The  P.  E.  E.  require- 
ments on  steel  axles,  4%"  diameter  at  center,  are  five  blows  at  twenty- 
five  feet  of  a  1,640  pound  weight,  striking  midway  between  sup- 
ports three  feet  apart,  axle  to  be  turned  over  after  each  blow. 

AVlien  the  toughening  process  was  adopted  at  the  Cambria 
-works,  a  series  of  continued  tests  were  commenced  which  consisted 
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in  striking  the  test  axle  forty-five  aiklitioiuil  blows,  making  a  total 
of  fifty  blows,  cooling  the  axle  cold  with  water  between  each  sis 
blows,  with  the  following  results:  Only  three  axles  in  all  have 
failed  under  the  inspection  test,  all  of  these  being  toughened  dur- 
ing the  first  month  of  working  the  process  and  before  the  men 
were   skilled    in    it.      The    percentage   of   axles   which   have    broken 

1    under  fifty  blows,  including  the  three  -wliich  broke  on  inspection,  is 
less    than    the    percentage    of    rejection    on    the    inspection    before 
I     adopting  the  process;  and  this  is  continually  becoming  less,  as  of 
the  last  thirty-two  axles  tested  none  have  broken,  all  having  had 
:    fifty  blows,  one  immediately  before  this  breaking  on  the  fortieth 
I    blow.     I  have  the  record  of  only  one  axle  carried  beyond  the  fifty 
!     blows  to  breakage;  this  broke  on  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-first 
blow. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

I         Mr.    Wm.    0.    ]Vebber. — The    results    obtained    by    the    methods 
described  by  Mr.  Coffin  are  wonderful,  and  this  treatment,  if  it  can 
'      -TiccessfuUy  and  uniformly  carried  out,  as  applied  to  steel  forg- 
_-.  castings,  etc.,  opens  a  new  era  in  the  application  of  steel  to 
mechanic  arts. 

(During  my  railroad  experience  I  have  found  an  increasing  aver- 
sion to  the  use  of  steel  by  the  mechanical  department,  for   axles, 
crank  pins,  and  main  and  parallel  rods  on  locomotives,  the  general 
!    complaint    being    that    this    metal    was    unreliable;    and    from    the 
'    numerous   bi-eakages,   a   great   many   of   our   larger   roads   have   en- 
tirely   discarded    the  ■  use    of    steel    for    these    purposes    mentioned 
•    above. 

If,  as  I  understand  Mr.  Coffin,  this  method  reduces  the  initial 
t  strains  in  the  forging  to  a  minimum,  makes  the  whole  of  a  uni- 
\.  form  texture,  and  at  the  same  time  increases  the  elastic  limit  with- 
I .  out  materially  altering  the  ultimate  strength  and  ductility  of  the 
,  metal,  they  have  certainly  discovered  a  very  valuable  process,  and 
one  which  the  railroad  world  has  long  been  waiting  for. 

Here  in  New  England  I  find  the  prejudice  against  steel  unusually 
strong — in  fact,  it  is  entirely  condemned  by  all  the  roads  except  one, 
whose  superintendent  of  motive  power  has  displayed  unusual  ability 
in  designing  forms  of  axles  and  crank  pins  to  reduce  the  chances 
of  failure  to  a  minimum.  If  he  is  present  at  the  meeting  I  should 
like  to  call  upon  Mr.  J.  B.  Henney,  Superintendent  Motive  Power 
X.  Y.  &  X.  E.  R.  R.,  for  a  statement  of  his  experience  with  steel 
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axles  anil  irank   i)in?.  which   1   know  would  be  of  great  interest  to 
the  Society,  and  hearing  directly  on 'the  subject  under  discussion. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Ilcnneij. — I  have  been  using  steel  for  axles  of  all  kinds, 
also  crank  pins,  piston  rods,  main  and  side  rods,  and  boilers  since 
1873,  with  good  results.  I  have  had  but  two  steel  pins  break  in 
that  time.  This  was  througli  no  fault  of  the  material.  The  first 
one  l)roke  in  "Wisconsin  when  the  thermometer  was  -18°  below  zero 
and  three  feet  of  snow  on  the  ground.  The  tires  on  this  engine 
were  badly  track-worn,  and  the  engineer  allowed  the  engine  to  slip 
badly,  and  broke  one  pin.  [Engine  was  17"  X  24"  American  type.] 
Tlie  other  was  broken  on  the  road  I  am  now  with,  on  an  engine 
with  cylinders  22"  X  23"  Consolidation  type.  The  tires  on  this 
engine  were  badly  track-worn,  and  the  pin  had  been  reduced  in 
diameter  to  5"  by  wear,  which  I  consider  too  small  for  an  engine  of 
these  dimensions.  This  fact,  and  the  bad  condition  of  tires,  I  con- 
sider the  cause  of  this  pin  breaking.  My  practice  now  in  turning 
crank  pins  is  to  turn  them  of  the  same  diameter  through  their 
entire    length    (as    shown    in    Fig.  95).      By    this    I    get    a    longer 
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bearing  with  no  longer  pin,  and  avoid  all  corners  for  cracks  to 
start  from.  I  have  an  engine  with  cylinders  16"  X  24"  running 
with  a  set  of  this  style  of  pins,  which  has  made  up  to  date  21,200 
miles,  and  her  rods  have  not  been  taken  off  since  she  left  the  shops, 
and  there  is  no  pound  in  them  to-day.  She  is  running  trains  which 
make  ten  stops  in  eight  miles,  and  hauling  eight  and  nine  coaches. 
The  brasses  are  made  of  copper  and  tin,  eight  to  one,  and  one-half 
a  pound  of  phosphorus  is  added  to  one  hundred  pounds  of  metal. 

On  the  rear  drivers,  where  this  kind  of  pin  is  used,  I  allow  the 
crank  pin  hub  to  project  out  beyond  the  wheel  hub  the   width   of 
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tlio  luu'k  end  of  niaiii  rod  :  this  leaves  the  pin  projectiujf  bevond 
the  lit,  just  tlie  width  of  side-rod.  The  wheel-fit  iournal  and  ec- 
centrie  seats  on  driving  axles  I  have  turned  of  same  diameter.  The 
fit  on  piston-rods  for  the  head  I  turn  straight,  and  force  the  head  on 
at  eight  tons  to  each  inch  in  diameter,  using  no  key  or  nut,  and  no 
collar.  I  know  that  a  steel  journal  can  be  run  with  a  poorer  lubri- 
cant, and  run  cool  when  an  iron  one  would  run  hot.  This  I  con- 
sider due  principally  to  the  difference  in  the  density  of  the  metals. 
For  driving-axle  journal  bearings  I  use  88.3.5  lbs.  copper,  7.50  lbs. 
of  tin,  3.75  lbs.  antimony,  and  one-lialf  pound  phosphorus  to  each 
one  hundred  pounds  of  metal,  and  put  no  babbitt  in  them.  This 
makes  a  very  close  metal  and  wears  well.  All  the  engines  on  this 
line,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  ones,  have  steel  axles,  crank 
pins,  piston-rods,  and  side-rods,  and  a  number  have  steel  main  rods, 
and  we  have  j'et  to  have  tlie  first  one  break.  We  have  a  coach 
running  on  steel  axles  that  has  run  to  date  127,245  miles,  and  has 
uever  had  a  hot  journal.  Should  we  adopt  steel  for  passenger  cars, 
I  sliould  turn  the  journal,  dust-guard  and  wheel  seat  of  same 
diameter,  using  stop  blocks  at  each  end  of  the  axle. 

Mr.  Win.  Hewitt. — It  goes  without  saying  that  this  is  an  age  of 
steel;  and  apparently  we  are  only  beginning  to  learn  the  character 
and  capabilities  of  tliis  remarkable  material.  The  sphere  of  its  ap- 
plication is  continually  widening,  and  it  seems  only  a  question  of 
time  when  it  will  entirely  supplant  wrought  iron,  and  after  wit- 
nessing the  fine  malleable  steel  castings  at  the  I.  P.  Morris  Com- 
pany's establishment  yesterday,  which  I  believe  were  made  at 
Chester,  perhaps  1  should  add  cast-iron  too.  We  frequently  hear 
the  metal  condemned,  however,  on  account  of  its  being  unreliable 
and  failing  to  meet  certain  requirements  through  some  unaccount- 
able and  mysterious  reason ;  it  is  merely  a  polite  way  of  acknowl- 
edging our  ignorance  of  its  nature,  and  these  failures  no  doubt  arise 
from  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  metal  and  the  treatment  that 
it  requires.  I  think  the  Society  is  to  be  congratulated,  there- 
fore, in  obtaining  papers  of  this  description,  as  they  give  us  a  better 
insight  into  the  character  of  this  material,  and  point  out  the  way  to 
deal  with  it  more  intelligently,  and  thus  avoid  many  of  these  so- 
called  mysterious  failures.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  add  anything 
of  value  on  this  special  subject,  but  the  paper  calls  to  mind  some 
matters  of  historical  intere.st  that  appear  to  be  pertinent. 

The  theory  in  regard  to  the  structure  of  the  material,  which  Mr. 
Coffin  describes  as  first  expounded  by  Brinell,  it  appears  to  me  does 
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not  (litter  essentially  from  tliat  annoimeed  by  Mr.  CliernofI:  in  1868. 
In  the  discussion  of  a  paper  on  "'the  injurious  effect  of  a  blue  heat 
on  steel  and  iron,"  by  Mr.  Strohmeyer,  read  before  the  British  In- 
stitution of  Civil  Engineers,  Mr.  W.  Anderson  describes  the  theory 
of  Mr.  Chernoff  thus :  "  He  divided  the  whole  range  of  tempera- 
ture from  32  degrees  to  the  melting  point  of  the  steel  into  three 
zones;  steel  confined  to  the  temperatures  in  the  lowest  zone,  the 
limit  of  which  he  called  A  degrees,  could  not  be  hardened,  no  matter 
how  energetically  cooled;  steel  raised  to  any  temperature  in  the 
middle  zone,  the  superior  limit  of  which  was  at  B  degrees,  did  not 
undergo  any  molecular  change,  though  some  qualities  would  harden 
on  being  suddenly  cooled;  and,  finally,  steel  heated  above  the  tem- 
perature B  adopted  an  amorphous  or  wax-like  structure,  and  became 
very  plastic,  the  said  plasticity  extending  up  to  the  melting  point. 
He  next  drew  an  analogy  between  the  behavior  of  a  hot  concentrated 
solution  of  alum  and  steel  in  the  highest  zone.  It  is  well  known  that 
a  hot  solution  of  alum,  if  allowed  to  cool  slowly,  would  solidify  in 
large  crystals,  but  if  kept  agitated  it  would  solidify  into  small  crys- 
tals; if  made  to  cool  rapidly,  it  would  also  form  a  finely  crystallized 
solid;  and,  finally,  if  made  to  cool  rapidly,  and  if  kept  agitated  as 
well,  the  finest  crystals  would  be  formed.  And  so  it  was  with  steel. 
If  heated  above  the  point  B  and  allowed  to  cool  slowly,  the  metal 
would  become  coarsely  crystalline  and  unfit  for  use ;  if  cooled  slowly, 
but  well  worked  all  the  time,  a  fine  silky  grain  would  be  obtained, 
and  this  result  would  be  still  more  apparent  if  the  cooling  took  place 
moderately  quickly.  If  cooled  suddenly,  as  in  the  tempering  of 
largo  masses  of  metal  forming  guns,  a  fine  and  uniform  grain  would 
result.  The  temperatures  A  and  B  varied  with  the  chemical  quality 
of  the  steel.  In  pure  steel,  the  combination  of  iron  and  carbon  only, 
Mr.  Chernoff  stated  that  the  temperatures  became  lower  in  propor- 
tion as  the  percentage  of  carbon  increased.  Sir  Frederick  Abel,  in 
discussing  the  same  paper,  alluded  to  the  different  forms  which  the 
carbon  assumes  as  hardening  and  non-hardening  under  varying 
temperatures.  This  paper,  with  the  discussion,  has  been  printed  by 
the  Xavy  Department  as  Serial  No.  21  of  the  Naval  Professional 
Papers,  under  the  title  "  The  Working  of  Steel." 

Mr.  A.  L.  Holley,  in  a  paper  on  "  Solid  Steel  Castings,"  as  made 
of  malleable  steel  at  Terrenoire,  Prance,  refers  to  the  effect  of  an- 
nealing as  increasing  the  strength  and  ductility  of  the  material,  by 
virtue  of  a  change  in  the  crystalline  state  which  is  characteristic  of 
all  ingot  metals.     He  says :    "  In  this  state  the  structure  is  loose ; 
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eai-h  fiTstal  is  an  independent  mass  easily  detached  from  its  neigh- 
l)or,  and  tlie  metal  is  reduced  to  its  minimum  strength  and  elasticity. 
In  ordinary  steel,  rolling  or  hammering  will  not  only  close  the  blow- 
holes, but  will  change  the  crystallization.  In  the  Terrenoire  solid 
steel,  annealing  at  the  proper  temperature  imparts  all  the  qualities 
due  to  rolling  or  hammering  ordinary  steel.  Repeated  and  careful 
exjieriments  of  the  most  exhaustive  character  made  at  Terrenoire, 
have  established  this  fact  beyond  a  doubt."  He  then  refers  to 
some  experiments  of  Mr.  Chernoff  corroborating  those  at  Terrenoire, 
and  draws  the  obvious  conclusion  "  that  it  is  possible  to  make  a 
steel  in  its  cast  state  just  as  strong  as  if  it  had  been  hammered, 
provided,  however,  that  the  metal  is  regularly  without  blow-holes. 
The  temperature  at  which  annealing  should  take  place  is  a  good 
cherry  red:  if  the  temperature  is  too  high,  the  crystalline  structure 
remains,  and  with  it  the  lack  of  strength."  Some  of  these  castings 
contain  as  low  as  .18%  carbon  others  used  for  projectiles  contained 
from  ..50%  to  ..56%  of  carbon. 

Although  Mr.  Holley  appears  to  be  familiar  with  the  investiga- 
tions of  Mr.  ChernofP,  it  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  him  that 
the  crystalline  structure  could  be  broken  up  by  sudden  cooling  to  a 
certain  lower  temperature,  and  the  metal  still  annealed  by  holding 
it  at  this  temperature,  and  then  cooling  slowly.  That  it  apparently 
matters  not  how  you  manipulate  steel,  if  you  only  treat  it  right  in 
the  final  operation,  is  a  very  important  discovery,  and  a  far-reach- 
ing one,  and  opens  a  subject  that  is  worthy  of  further  investiga- 
tion. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Denton. — Although  I  agree  with  the  writer  of  the  paper 
that  the  showing  in  it  makes  it  probable  that  raising  the  elastic 
limit  of  steel  does  account  for  the  extra  toughening,  such  is  not 
the  fact  with  regard  to  wrought  iron.  The  records  of  the  tests 
made  by  Commander  Beardsley  of  the  United  States  'N&vy  in  test- 
ing chain  cables  showed  that  iron  which  under  the  drop  test  was 
worthless  was  often  of  a  higher  elastic  limit  than  iron  which  under 
the  drop  test  would  bend  double.  I  have  recently  been  working 
upon  a  case  of  broken  axles.  A  large  number  of  axles  of  wrought 
iron  broke  under  drawing-room  car  service,  and  upon  taking  sam- 
ples from  the  axles  and  testing  them,  the  tensile  strength  was 
over  50,000  pounds,  the  ductility  excellent — over  twenty  per 
cent. — -the  metal  welded  very  well,  and  it  bent  nearly  double 
cold.  Chemical  analysis  showed  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  phos- 
phorus and  .16  per  cent,  of  silica.     These  two  facts  would  a])par- 


150  STKHI,    CAl!    AXLES. 

oiitly  (■oiiilriiiii  it  in  the  oidiiiiiry  opinion.  But  upon  sending  for 
the  hest  axil'  iliat  I  could  ohtnin  from  railroad  people,  known  to  be 
made  in  tiie  \i'iT  best  manner,  the  strength  was  the  same.  The 
elastic  limit  was  three  or  four  iliniisand  pounds  higher  and  the  com- 
position Just  as  high  in  |.!ii.>|ilioi  u-;  and  silica,  thereby  overthrow- 
ing any  explanation  on  cliciniral  grounds.  There  could  be  no  diffei'- 
erlee  found  between  this  excellent  iron  and  this  poor  sample  under 
any  ordinary  mechanical  tests.  But  under  the  drop  test  a  single 
blow  of  fifteen  feet  broke  in  two  the  hail  a\lr.  while  twenty  blows 
from  twenty  feet,  put  on  as  the  gentleiii:iii  'h— rilicd,  were  required 
to  break  the  good  axle.  Ordinary  trans\cisc  ic-is  also  failed  to  de- 
velop any  ditferences  of  quality  in  the  two  irons.  The  sole  difference 
between  the  qualities  of  the  irons  was  brought  out  by  drop  test  only. 
There  evidently  is  a  large  field  where  impact  tests  alone  can  com- 
pare certain  iiu'ciianieal  qualities  of  iron  and  steel  that  are  generally 
supposed  to  lie  measurable  by  tensile  tests. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Fclion. — I  think  that  the  matter  which  has  been  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Coffin  is  exceedingly  important,  not  only  to  the  steel 
men  but  to  the  railroad  engineers  as  well.  It  is  also  very  interest- 
ing as  an  example  of  how  an  abstract  theory  may  be  taken  into  the 
workshop,  applied  there,  and  made  of  great  practical  use. 

Xow  there  was  one  point  in  this  paper  on  which  I  would  like  to 
ask  a  question.  It  will  be  noticed  in  the  two  tables  given  by 
Mr.  Coffin  of  the  results  obtained  by  tesiiiii^  ihr  pirci-s  ciii  I'ldtii  the 
axles  that  in  the  tests  made  at  the  begiiiinii-.  i.r  when  thr  n|iiMa(ion 
was  first  adopted,  the  steel  is  of  an  entirely  ilillVreiii  iharactcr  from 
that  which  is  shown  to  be  used  in  the  later  tests.  That  is,  when 
the  method  of  water  annealing  was  first  adopted,  steel  of  from 
85,000  to  95,000  pounds  tensile  strength  was  used,  and  later  on  a 
steel  of  about  70,000  pounds  ultimate  strength  has  been  used. 
Was  it  found  that  the  steel  used  in  the  first  place  was  unfitted  for 
the  purpose  to  which  it  was  put — that  is.  to  he  used  in  axles?  An- 
other questidu  1  wmild  like  to  ask  is  this:  Is  there  any  dilVerence 
in  the  way  in  which  the  two  kinds  of- steel  have  been  annealed? 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  higher  steel,  averaging  about  80,000  or 
90,000  pounds  ultimate  strength,  shows  an  elastic  limit  after  an- 
nealing of  from  42,000  to  IC.imi)  iMumdr;  to  the  square  inch;  whereas 
the  softer  steel  in  the  see<iiiil  taliie,  whirh  has  an  ultimate  strength 
of  71,000  and  72,000  pounds,  when  annealed,  has  an  elastic  limit 
of  4-1,000  pounds.  That  is,  the  elastic  limit  is  much  higher  in  the 
softer  steel   than   in   the  harder  steel   after  being  subjected  to  the 


STKKl.    CAi;    AXT.ES.  l.)l 

iiiiiu-iiliii,^^  1  would  like  to  know  whctlior  tin-  two  kinds  ol'  stoel 
linvc  l)i'(_'n  treated  in  any  markedly  different  ways? 

Mr.  7'.  /'.  Ahiiiniil. — I  want  to  relate  a  little  experienf(>  of  my 
own  in  reoard  to  the  action  of  steel  after  it  is  hardened.  The 
peculiarity  is  this:  After  a  piece  of  steel  has  been  heated  to  the 
best  possible  heat  for  hardenino;  and  immersed  in  water,  or  what- 
'ever  substance  is  used  for  linnlcning  it— after  it,  has  been  brought 
into  that  condition,  it  may,  liy  a  peculiar  treatment,  be  brought  into 
a  condition  which  I  do  not  think  is  very  much  understood — I  call  it 
a  pliable  condition — corresponding  to  a  temperature  of  say  between 
250  and  350  degrees,  according  to  the  particular  make  of  steel. 
I  find  that  hardened  steel  need  not  be  drawn  to  a  temperature 
gieator  than  350  degrees  to  put  it  into  a  condition  where  it  is  pli- 
able, and  where  its  shape  can  be  changed.  I  think  this  peculiarity 
is  understood  by  many  of  our  manufacturers  of  steel  tools,  because  I 
notice  in  many  instances  that  they  avail  themselves  of  it ;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  they  understand  exactly  what  they  are  handling,  or  the 
peculiarities  wliich  are  distinctly  there.  One  peculiarity  is  distinctly 
there,  and  that  is  that  steel  must  not  be  subjected  to  a  temperature 
higher  than  that  corresponding  to  a  very  light  straw  color.  I  find 
that  if  1  attempt  to  avail  myself  of  the  pliable  condition — as  I  ex- 
press it — after  the  steel  has  been  drawn  to  a  tpni])eratnre  of  about 
400  degrees,  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  do  so. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Taylor. — I  can  corroborate  Mr.  Denton's  remarks  as 
!'■  I  he  efficiency  of  a  droj)  test,  and  the  inefficiency  f)f  other  means 
<■!  testing  axles. 

In  some  experiments  which  we  made  in  the  works  of  the  Mid- 
vale  Steel  Company  some  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  tensile 
-"'•ngth  and  the  percentage  of  elongation  and  contraction  were  by 
means  an  accurate  indication  of  the  quality  of  the  axles. 

i  lie  test  which  we  were  required  to  fill  was  that  demanded  by 

the    Pennsylvania   Railroad   for   their   passenger   ear   axles,   and   we 

found  that  some  bridge  steel  that  we  were  rolling  at  the  time  had 

t\.,.  necessary  tensile  strength  and  percentage  of  elongation    to   fil.l 

-pecifications,   so   that   we   concluded   to   forge   some   axles    from 

.11   .tcel. 

We  did  so,  and  after  the  axles  were  forged  they  yielded  the  ten- 
sile strength  and  stretch  required  by  the  Pennsylvania  llailroad. 
But  when  subjected  to  the  standard  drop-test  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  the  axles  forged  from  bridge  steel  broke,  in  each  case, 
from  a  single  blow  of  the  drop,  while  those  forged  from  the  open 
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Iieaitli  steel,  wliicli  \vl-  hail  formerly  used  for  axles,  would  stand  in 
some  cases  two  or  three  times  the  number  of  blows  from  the  drop 
required  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 

Apparently  no  test  wlucli  could  be  made  with  a  testing  machine 
at  that  time  would  detect  this  brittleness  of  the  steel.  It  was  a 
brittleness  that  showed  under  impact,  and  did  not  show  in  the  test- 
ing machine  in  any  way. 

Very  likely  it  was  the  same  cause,  whatever  it  may  be,  that  af- 
fected the  iron  of  which  Mr.  Denton  speaks. 

Mr.  .7.  T.  Ilawl-ins. — There  seems  to  be  no  better  established 
fact  in  connection  with  the  behavior  of  steel  and  iron,  than  that  the 
elastic  limit  will  be  lower,  and  the  percentage  of  elongation  less,  as 
the  crystals  shown  in  fractures  which  are  crystalline  are  larger;  that 
is  to  say,  that  generally  in  fractures  showing  a  crystalline  structure, 
the  larger  the  crystals  the  lower  the  elastic  limit,  and  the  less  the 
percentage  of  elongation  becomes.  There  is  also  probably  no  bet- 
ter established  fact  in  physics  than  that  in  any  crystalline  forma- 
tion the  crystals  are  large  in  proportion  as  their  formation  is 
slowly  procured.  In  these  two  sets  of  facts  there  appears  to  exist 
an  anomaly  worth  investigating.  The  slow  formation  of  crystals 
in  steel  or  iron  would  seem  to  conform  to  the  process  of  annealing 
or  slow  cooling;  and  generally  with  steel,  if  the  elastic  limit  be  not 
higher,  certainly  the  percentage  of  elongation  will  be  greatest  in  an 
annealed  or  slowly-cooled  specimen,  while  in  a  bar  of  iron  of  crys- 
talline fracture  the  larger  the  crystal  the  lower  the  elastic  limit  and 
the  less  the  percentage  of  elongation. 

I  offer  these  suggestions  as  possibly  leading  to  some  jiroiitable 
channel  for  the  investigator. 

.¥;■.  John  Coffin. — In  presenting  certain  expeiimental  results, 
I  will  go  over  the  ground  as  quickly  as  I  can,  and  in  order  to  econ- 
omize time,  I  will  first  pass  around  some  specimens  illustrating  the 
effect  of  the  change  of  carbon  to  non-hardening  state.  They  are 
arranged  in  pairs,  the  light-colored  one  of  each  pair  having  been 
heated  to  temperature  W  and  quickly,  cooled,  thus  fastening  its 
carbon  in  the  hardening  state,  while  the  dark  one  was  heated  to 
the  same  temperature  and  quickly  cooled  to  temperature  V,  then 
slowly  cooled;  thus  passing  through  the  range  of  crystal-forming 
temperature  rapidly,  and  afterward  cooling  slowly  enough  for  its 
carbon  to  change  to  the  non-hardening  state.  We  have  in  this  case 
a  perfectly  amorphous  fracture.  You  can  see  no  crystal  formation 
in  it  whatever. 
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The  next  !^lx'eimen  I  will  show  you  is  a  haininereil  bar  of  axle 
steel,  .38  per  cent,  carbon,  V2"  XI"  heut  double  without  a  crack.  I 
do  not  attacli  any  great  importance  to  tliis  specimen,  only  that  such 
specimens  have  usually  been  from  rivet  and  boiler  plate  steel.  The 
bar  was  treated  exactly  as  the  axles  are. 

While  you  are  looking  at  these  specimens  I  will  turn  to  the  dis- 
-lon  of  the  paper.  Mr.  Hewitt's  remarks  about  ChernotFs  inves- 
_  Mons  are  very  interesting.  C'hernoff  was  the  undoubted  pio- 
:  in  this  direction,  and  should  have  all  due  credit.  Brinell  has 
iiurely  taken  up  the  subject  where  Chernotf  left  it,  and  has  gone 
into  a  much  more  thorough  and  scientific  study  of  it.  I  can  make 
my  meaning  more  clear  by  giWng  a  brief  description  of  what  seems 
to  take  place  in  a  bar  of  annealed  steel  if  heated.  Xo  great  change 
in  its  structure  occurs  until  the  carbon  changes  to  hardening  car- 
bon, at  a  low  orange  heat;  it  then  becomes  amorphous.  If  heating 
is  continued  crystals  begin  to  form,  but  if  the  heating  is  further  con- 
tinued these  cr}'stals  disappear  again. 

The   first  amorphous  state   investigated  by   Brinell   is   caused   by 

Till-    atomic    disturbance    incident    to    the   change   of   carbon;    while 

second   amorphous  state,   previously   investigated   by    Chernoff, 

-  I!?  to  be  caused  by  the  action  of  the  law  which  causes  many 

-  -lances   to   pass    through   a   plastic    amorphous    condition   before 
-    u.      Chernoff   clearly    stated    that   the    amorphous    or   wax-like 

J  i-iie  structure,  after  being  reached  by  heat,  extended  quite  up  to 
the  melting  point. 

In  my  paper  compare  the  conclusion  quoted  from  Brinell  with 
the  6th  and  7th  observations. 

I  entirely  agree  with  Professor  Denton,  but  would  like  to  correct 
what  might  seem  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion.  I  said  that  the 
toughening  process  very  much  increased  the  elastic  limit  of  the 
material,  but  not  that  I  thought  the  toughening  was  due  to  this 
increase.  I  also  said  that  the  increased  elastic  limit  was  not  enotigh 
to  account  for  the  increased  toughening. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Almond's  remarks,  I  have  not  time  to  review, 
that  branch  of  the  subject,  but  after  the  meeting,  or  at  any  other 
time,  I  would  be  glad  to  talk  to  any  member  who  may  be  inter- 
ested in  some  experiments  I  have  made  in  that  direction. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Hawkins,  if  rather  high  steel  be  cooled  from  a 

liiLrli  heat  it  will  behave  the  same  as  iron,  but  if  treated  by  heating 

■  nipearture  W  only,  then  cooled  rapidly  to  temperature  V,  and 

I   slowly  cooled,   it   will  not  have   the   large  crystals  spoken  of, 
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because  we  have  broken  up  the  crystals  by  lieating  to  this  tempera- 
ture and  avoided  their  re-formation  by  cooling  rapidly  through  the 
zone  of  foi-mation. 

I  will  now  show  you  some  small  specimens.  I  have  not  time  to 
give  you  any  theory  on  them,  though  I  have  crudely  formed  one. 
I  have  not  used  theoretical  language  in  my  paper,  but  merely 
described  what  appears  to  be  the  facts,  and  am  aware  that  my 
observations  somewhat  conflict  with  the  ordinary  theories  of  crys- 
tallization. It  occurred  to  me  that  if  no  mistake  had  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  action  between  crystal  faces,  and  if  two  pieces  of  steel 
could  be  brought  by  mechanical  fitting  into  as  close  relation  to 
each  other  as  the  faces  of  crystals  in  a  piece  of  steel,  and  were  then 
treated  in  a  manner  which  would  destroy  the  crystal  faces  in  a 
single  bar,  the  result  might  be  the  destruction  of  the  faces  of  the 
separate  pieces  of  steel  in  contact,  and  thereby  cause  them  to  unite. 
In  my  first  experiment  I  did  not  much  expect  success.  It  was  as 
follows,  viz. :  Short  bars  of  steel  %"  square  were  marked  on  opposite 
sides  and  broken.  The  fractured  ends  were  then  fitted  together 
and  clamped  in  this  position,  and  the  whole  heated  in  a  charcoal 
fire  to  temperature  W.  When  cool  they  were  found  united.  I 
have  here  a  number  of  bars  so  treated,  which  I  will  pass  around. 

A  Member. — What  grade  of  steel  are  they? 

Mr.  Coffin.— Tool  steel. 

A  Member. — What  make  of  steel? 

Mr.  Coffin. — Pittsburgh  steel.  Here  are  some  more  specimens 
I  will  show  you  of  bars  wMch  have  been  rebroken  after  being,  so 
united.  You  will  notice  different  amounts  of  surface  in  cohesion 
varying  from  say  ^/,o  to  14  the  entire  surface  of  the  ends.  This  seems 
to  be  determined  by  the  perfection  of  the  contact.  In  order  to 
make  a  better  study,  I  prepared  surfaces  of  small  cubes  by  grinding 
them  together.  They  were  then  thoroughly  cleaned,  clamped  to- 
gether, and  heated  in  a  charcoal  fire  to  temperature  W. 

In  these  which  I  will  show  you,  the  coliesion  was  not  perfect,  but 
ven-  good;  the  surfaces  having  the  appearances  of  unpolished  silver. 
Here  is  another  in  which  the  cohesion  was  a  little  better,  in  one 
place  being  perfect,  the  metal  at  the  edge  being  torn  from  the  ad- 
jacent cube.  You  will  see  by  turning  to  the  light  a  beautiful  tracery 
or  pattern  over  the  whole  surface.  Here  are  some  cubes  of  boiler 
plate — carbon,  .12  per  cent.;  manganese,  .3.3  per  cent.  The  cohesion 
was  remarkable.  By  fastening  in  a  strong  vise,  and  using  a  long 
wrench   I    bent   the    piece    without   breaking;    I    then    broke    it   by 
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im-aiis  of  many  lioavv  lianinier  blows.  The  break  shows  the  cliar- 
acteristiis  of  tlio  crystal  faces  of  a  piece  of  soft  steel.  You  will 
see  on  each  cube  small  particles  of  steel  which  formerlj'  belonged 
to  the  other  cube. 

1  have  here  a  specimen  of  tool  steel  which  is  very  interesting. 
It  is  remarkable  as  showing  the  three  grades  of  cohesion,  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  crystal  faces  of  two  types  of  fracture;  the  bright 
face  indicating  slight  cohesion,  the  dull  face  indicating  better 
cohesion,  and  at  one  place  the  face  is  entirely  lost  by  the  metal 
being  rent  from  the  adjoining  face  of  the  other  piece. 

I  made  a  number  of  attempts  to  unite  small  pieces  in  the  Bunsen 
burner  which  were  failures.  The  cause  of  failure  was  found  to  be 
due  to  the  force  of  the  oxidizing  flame. 

Tiiese  pieces  (showing)  are  the  first  I  succeeded  in  thus  uniting. 
They  were  held  cornerwise,  as  shown  in  Fig.  103.  The  shape  of 
the  outside  is  carried  up  into  the  interior,  only  a  small  w/^ 

square   spot   being  united.      This   experiment   gave   the  }>y< 

clue  to  the  failure,  and  it  was  found  that  the  experiment  l|j|l 

could  be  performed  successfully  by  wrapping  the  joint 
with  a  piece  of  platinum  foil. 

I  have  a  burner  arranged  here,  and  can  perform  the 
experiment  before  you.  Fig.  102. 

I  have  here  a  number  of  y^"  bars  of  short  length.  I  will  break  a 
few  until  I  get  a  square  break,  as  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  ex- 
periment succeed.  I  did  not  break  the  pieces  before  coming  here, 
'as  a  clean  break  is  desirable.  A  little  dirt  or  rust  might  spoil  the 
experiment.  "Rliile  I  am  preparing  this  experiment  the  discussion 
might  continue. 

^f|■.    T.   R.   Almond. — I   would   like   to    say   that   in   my   factory 

:>■  have  been  broken  perhaps  50,000  pieces  of  Hobson's  tool 
-  1.  They  have  been  broken  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them 
into  place,  and  after  being  broken  the  temperature  was  drawn  to 
a  blue.  I  might  mention,  in  connection  with  a  previous  remark 
that  I  made,  that  the  temper  was  drawn  under  pressure;  if  the 
pressure  was  put  on  after  the  temper  was  drawn,  they  would  not 
assume  a  regular  shape  as  was  desired.  If  the  pressure  was  put 
on  before  the  temper  was  drawn,  they  would  always  come  out 
regular  in  shape  according  to  the  mold  in  which  they  were  com- 
pressed. 

In  regard  to  those  fractures,  I  would  say  that  we  liave  every 
day  in  the  week  in  my  place  the  same  appearances  that  are  shown 
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in  sonir  of  the  s|H'ciiiicns,  paitially  oxidized  and  vinoxidized. 
I  think  the  siu-coss  (if  tile  gentleman's  experiments  depends  en- 
tirely up(in  till'  degiee  to  wiiicli  the  surface  is  not  oxidized,  or 
rather  upon  the  absence  of  all  oxidation.  The  more  complete 
the  success  he  attains  the  less  film  of  oxide  will  there  be  collected 
on  the  surface  before  the  experiment  commences,  and  of  course 
the  more  complete  the  degree  of  contact  to  which  the  surfaces  are 
brought.  The  only  unexplainable  things  in  the  specimens  shown 
are  in  those  which  indicate  that  they  have  been  in  absolute  molec- 
ular contact. 

Mr.  Coffin. — If  any  one  will  read  my  paper  over  carefully  he 
will  find  this  action  has  been  fully  anticipated.  The  reason  for 
not  treating  the  subject  more  theoretically  is  that  the  theory  is 
too  young  yet  to  go  far  from  home. 

Mr.  J.  T.  nawkin.s.—Mv.  President,  I  would  like  to  suggest  to 
Mr.  Coffin  that  possibly  one  thing  that  would  affect  the  union  of 
these  fractures  is  tlie  lapse  of  time  after  they  are  made;  that 
they  unite  very  much  more  perfectly  if  joined  immediately  than 
if  such  union  be  made  after  a  considerable  lapse  of  time. 

The  President. — Mr.  Coffin  just  made  that  remark  himself. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Ilawkins. — I  think  Mr.  Coffin  merely  referred  to  the 
probability  of  the  surfaces  becoming  soiled  if  broken,  and  there- 
after handled  or  con\eyed  to  another  place  to  be  joineil ;  and 
the  point  I  desire  to  make  is  that  the  perfection  of  union  between 
the  fractured  surfaces  depends,  more  than  any  other  considera- 
tion, upon  protecting  them  from  oxidation. 

In  this  connection  I  call  to  mind  a  lecture  I  heard  a  good 
many  years  ago,  by  the  late  Prof.  Mapes,  very  fully  illustrating 
this  matter.  The  general  tenor  of  the  lecture  was  to  illustrate  or 
sustain  a  theory  of  the  Professor  to  the  effect  that  if  any  metal 
could  be  fractured  under  conditions  which  would  absolutely  ex- 
clude oxygen  from  contac^t  with  the  surfaces  of  fracture,  they 
would  again  unite  as  perfectly  as  before  fracture,  without  any 
greater  pressure  than  was  required  merely  to  bring  them  into  con- 
tact, and  at  a  temperature  not  much  above  that  at  which  the  frac- 
ture was  made;  and  that  the  least  oxidizable  metals  would  suffer 
the  longest  contait  with  the  atmosphere  after  fracture  before  ac- 
quiring that  state  at  which  they  would  refuse  to  reunite;  the 
elevation  of  temperature,  everything  else  equal,  of  course,  con- 
ducing to  such  a  reunion. 

He  instanced  the  manufacture  of  lead  pipe,  in  which  the  metal_ 
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iu  tlie  solid  state  is  made  to  flow  out  of  an  orifice,  under  hydraulic 
pressure,  over  a  button  or  short  mandrel  supported  in  the  orifice 
by  three  or  four  double-edged  knives;  the  form  of  the  orifice, 
knives,  and  mandrel  being  such  that  the  lead,  in  passing  out, 
would  be  split  into  three  or  four  strips,  according  to  the  number 
of  supporting  knives,  without  the  separated  surfaces  ever  coming 
in  contact  with  the  atmosphere.  The  strips,  meeting  again  below 
the  knives,  issued  from  the  orifice  as  perfectly  united  as  before 
separation.  Without  the  precaution  here  observed  of  excluding 
the  air  from  contact  with  the  cut  surfaces,  no  such  reunion  would 
occur;  because,  even  in  so  short  a  lapse  of  time,  their  oxidation 
would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  it. 

I  nn'self  can  give  a  very  familiar  instance  illustrating  this  prin- 
ciple. In  preparing  stereotyped  plates  for  the  press,  they  require 
to  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  thickness,  and  this  is  done  by  means 
of  a  special  planing  machine,  one  form  of  which  removes  wide, 
thin  shavings  from  the  backs  of  the  plates,  much  after  the  manner 
of  a  carpenters  plane;  in  fact,  a  common  carpenter's  plane  is  so 
used,  when  the  operation  is  performed  by  hand.  In  this  opera- 
tion the  sha\-ings  removed  must  be  carefully  prevented  from  fall- 
ing upon  the  newly  planed  surfaces,  or  they  will  reunite  so  per- 
fectly as  to  require  as  much  effort  to  remove  them  as  at  first. 
If,  however,  such  shavings  as  have  been  removed  a  few  minutes 
be  replaced  upon  the  surfaces  from  which  they  were  taken,  there 
is  not  the  least  tendency  to  reunite.  This  stereotype  metal,  being 
rather  slow  to  oxidize  as  compared  with  lead,  explains  their  readi- 
ness to  adhere  with  the  freshly  cut  surfaces  under  a  short  expos- 
ure to  the  air,  where  lead  would  refuse  to  do  so. 

The  most  striking  illustration  of  Prof.  Mapes  on  the  occasion 
ned  to  was  as  follows:  He  prepared  two  small  bars  of  hard- 
1  steel,  so  small  in  section  at  the  central  point  of  the  bar  as  to 
be  readily  fractured  by  a  slight  rap  mth  a  small  haimner.  One  of 
these  bars  was  straight,  and  the  other  bent  at  an  obtuse  angle, 
with  the  small  section  at  the  vertex  of  the  angle.  He  placed  the 
straight  bar  across  the  top  of  a  cup  filled  to  very  near  the  top  with 
mercury;  and,  with  a  tap  of  the  hammer  at  the  middle  point, 
almost  simultaneously  with  the  fracture  and  almost  instantane- 
ously depressed  the  fractured  surfaces  into  and  below  the  surface 
of  the  mercury.  The  bent  bar  he  placed  similarly  across  the  cup, 
with,  however,  the  vertex  of  the  angle,  or  the  point  to  be  fractured, 
below   the   surface  of   the   mercury,   and,   by   suitable  means,  broke 
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the  b;ir  Mt  tin-  iin<;lr,  upward,  out  of  the  iiiercury.  In  this  experi- 
ment he  exphiineil  (altlioiiiili  I  did  not  witness  it),  that  the  frac- 
tured ^uil'aci's  of  the  strai.uiit  har  showed  no  signs  of  amalgama- 
tion with  the  mercury,  while  in  the  bent  bar  the  surfaces  were 
perfectly  amalgamated  and  covered  with  a  coating  of  mercury. 
His  explanation  was,  that  in  the  infinitesimal  period  of  time  elaps- 
ing between  the  actual  fracture  of  the  straight  bar  and  its  actual 
contact  with  the  mercury,  the  steel  being  a  readily  oxidizable 
metal,  the  surfaces  became  sufficiently  oxidized  to  prevent  adhe- 
sion of,  or  complete  union  with  the  mercury;  while  with  the  bent 
bar,  every  source  of  oxygen  being  absolutely  excluded,  the  two  un- 
contaminated  surfaces  united  perfectly. 

From  these  considerations,  if  Prof,  ilapes's  conclusions  be 
sound,  it  would  seem  that  the  cohesion  or  reunion  of  steel  frac- 
tures of  surfaces  such  as  jjroduced  by  Mr.  Coffin,  can  be  the  more 
perfectly  made  the  more  immediately  the  fractured  surfaces  are 
again  brought  into  contact,  especially  as  two  such  surfaces  of  frac- 
ture most  perfectly  fit  each  other',  and  thus  tend  to  exclude  the  air. 
Of  course,  tlie  temperature  is  a  factor,  as,  in  the  manufacture  of 
lead  pipe,  the  reunion  explained  in  that  case  will  not  take  place 
perfectly  Ijelow  a  given  temperature;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that 
the  character  of  the  flame  from  the  Bunsen  burner  Which  he  uses 
to  heat  his  specimens,  may  have  a  good  deal  to  do  with  preserving 
the  surfaces  from  oxidation,  if,  indeed,  it  may  not  have  removed 
what  little  may  have  taken  place. 

Mr.  Coffin. — Mr.  Hawkins'  discussion  has  lirought  before  us  the 
(juestion  whetlier  the  union  of  the  two  pieces  is  due  to  the  change 
of  carbon  as  I  supposed,  or  is  it  the  result  of  a  weld.  Some  met- 
als weld  cold,  lead  being  one  of  these.  If  a  bullet  be  cut  in  two 
and  the  bright  surfaces  brought  together  and  slightly  rubbed,  they 
will  unite  in  small  spots.  Iron  and  steel  have  to  be  brought  to  a 
])oint  near  fusion;  platinum  welds  at  a  somewhat  lower  heat  than 
iron,  but  at  a  red  heat  it  will  not  weld.  If  it  is  argued  that  the 
reason  for  iron  welding  at  a  certain  heat  and  at  no  lower,  is  that  a 
temperature  must  he  reached  at  which  its  scale  is  fusible  so  as  to 
flow  out  and  leave  perfectly  clean  metallic  sui'faces  in  contact,  then 
the  analogy  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of  platinum,  as  the  sur- 
face is  as  clean  at  a  red  heat  as  it  is  at  its  welding  temperature. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  a  weld  of  iron  or  steel,  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  a  weld  (a  union  made  by  clean  surfaces  being  forced  into 
contact),  cannot  be  made  below  the  ordinary  welding  temperature. 


1  rniiiiiit,  hiiwcviM-,  srivi-  a  positive  oiiinujii  :it  present,  and  it  may 
1)0  tliat  -Mr.  Hawkins  is  right. 

/'/•»/.  ./.  E.  Dcntpn.—U  I  imderstan.l  eKsirly  what  is  ahmii  to 
bo  sliown,  it  is  that  sliglit  pressure  and  unusually  low  heat  will 
unite  steel,  ami.  while  we  are  waiting  it  occurs  to  me  to  put  upon 
roei)nl  an  iiieiilent  wliieh  I  witnessed  regarding  the  welding  of 
niihl  steel.  1  heliove  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  welding 
mild  stool  is  a  difticult  matter.  A  large  iron  works,  welding  by 
machinery,  has  discovered  that  the  way  to  weld  mild  steel  on  a 
large  scale  is  to  use  a  carbonizing  tlame  in  taking  a  heat.  But 
upon  trying  to  weld  inch  Ijars  of  mild  steid  in  the  same  way,  I 
found  that  the  only  way  to  succeed  was  to  use  an  oxidizing  flame, 
and  stick  the  rods  together  at  a  very  low  red  heat  with  a  few  very 
liiiht  blows  of  the  hand-hammer,  then  reheating  at  full  red  heat 
i  iinitted  the  conqiletion  of  the  weld  in  a  very  perfect  form. 

Mr.  E.  C.  FpIIo,,.—^  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Coffin  if  he  will 
kindly  answer  my  question. 

Mr.  Coffin. — I  beg  your  pardon,  certainly.  The  ditfcronco  is 
])erhaps  partly  due  to  a  different  grade  of  steel  and  partly  to 
the  treatment. 

The  first  tests  were  taken  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  working 
the  process.  Besides,  I  think  they  were  from  freight  axles,  while 
the  last  tests  were  from  passenger  axles.  The  specified  require- 
ments are  different,  some  axles  being  subjected  to  tensile  tests 
alone,  wliile  others  are  tested  under  the  drop.  We  are  sometimes 
restrii-ted  in  making  what  we  think  the  very  best  axles.  You  see 
if  we  get  them  too  good,  the  buyers  won't  take  them.     (Laughter.) 

To  return  to  our  experiment,  if  the  piece  is  not  liot  enough,  it 
is  as  hot  as  it  will  get  in  this  flame.  I  will  show  you  what  tem- 
perature I  have. 

Mr.  T.  n.  Almond.— The  effect  of  the  first  film  of  oxide  on  the 
surface  of  a  piece  of  metal,  in  regard  to  its  conductivity — that  is 
as  to  heat — is  something  that  we  should  very  much  better  under- 
stand than  we  do,  I  think.  I  had  it  illustrated  one  time  when  I 
was  hardening  some  bright  spindles;  that  is  to  say,  I  was  heating 
them  in  lead  and  some  of  them  escaped — got  out  of  the  jig  that  I 
was  holding  them  in  and  fell  into  the  lead  and  remained  there  a 
few  seconds.  They  were  taken  out  and  put  on  one  side  to  cool 
so  as  to  give  me  an  opportunity  for  reheating  them.  The  film  of 
Idack  oxide  on  the  surface  must  be  very  small  indeed :  I  don't 
know  wdiat   the   thickness  is;   I   should   like   to   know;   but    a   very 
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slight  ajJi^lication  of  fine  emery  clotli  is  sufficient  to  remove  it.  In 
reheating  the  jjieces  which  were  blackened  in  that  way  with  other 
pieces  that  were  bright,  I  found  that  it  took  three  times  as  long 
to  heat  the  black  ones  as  it  did  to  heat  the  bright  ones;  they  were 
botli  dipped  into  the  red-hot  lead,  and  there  could  be  no  possible 
difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  medium  by  wMch  they  were 
surrounded.  From  that  I  reasoned,  in  regard  to  the  hardening  of 
steel,  that  it  is  not  only  very  necessary  to  heat  the  steel  carefully, 
and  all  that  sort  of  tiling,  but  it  is  just  as  necessary  to  have  the 
surface  of  the  steel,  when  it  comes  out  of  the  medium  in  which  it 
is  heated  absolutely  uniform  in  its  character.  I  am  myself  so 
particular  about  it,  that  if  I  want  to  get  a  good  result  on  anything 
which  I  wish  to  harden,  I  wash  it  thoroughly  in  some  liquid,  such 
as  gasoline  or  benzine,  before  I  heat  it,  and  am  exceedingly  care- 
ful not  to  get  any  foreign  matter  on  it  that  can  be  avoided. 

The  President. — I  would  say  that  this  experiment  is  a  success  so 
far  that  I  am  unable  with  my  fingers  to  break  the  bar  in  two.  It 
seems  to  be  thoroughly  joined.  (Applause.)  I  would  say  that  in 
breaking  this  one  there  is  shown  a  fracture  clear  across,  another 
shows  a  fracture  in  the  center,  another  diagonally — very  good 
breaks. 
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To  the  maker  iind  user  of  ordinary  machine  tools,  which  are 
often  quite  complicated  in  their  construction  and  action,  the  ma- 
chine commercially  known  as  a  "  power  press  "  may  seem  too  sim- 
ple to  require  any  literature  of  its  own.  If  the  motions  are  analyzed 
which  are  required  in  the  two  general  classes — machine  tools  and 
presses- — it  will  be  found  in  machines  of  the  planer  type,  for  in- 
stance, that  it  is  necessary  to  move  either  the  work  or  the  cutting 
tool  in  an  accurately  straight  line  to  a  considerable  distance,  against 
a  cutting  pressure,  and  in  two  other  straight  lines  both  at  right 
angles  to  this  first  line,  and  one  of  which  has  its  direction  adjust- 
able to  make  an  infinite  number  of  angles  with  the  other.  For 
the  necessary  feeds  and  adjustments,  these  motions  must  be  in  both 
directions  and  in  the  case  of  the  first-mentioned  one  the  backward 
or  return  motion  must  be  much  faster  than  the  forward  motion. 

In  machines  of  the  lathe  type,  in  which  may  be  included  screw- 
machines,  milling  machines,  boring  and  drilling-machines,  etc., 
there  is  frequently  a  similar  set  of  motions  to  the  last  two  de- 
scribed for  the  planer;  while  for  the  first  named  rectilinear  move- 
ment is  substituted  a  rotary  one,  so  as  to  produce  cylindrical  and 
conical  surfaces  instead  of  planes.  In  both  types  of  machines 
many  of  the  motions  must  be  reversible,  intermittent,  and  variable 
in  speed.  These  requirements,  together  with  all  the  adjustments 
necessary,  and  the  great  strength  and  rigidity  which  ought  to  be 
(but  is  not  always)  embodied  in  such  tools,  make  them  ponderous 
as  well  as  complicated,  and  consequently  expensive.  This  pon- 
derosity or  clumsiness  for  the  stationary  and  slowly-moving  parts 
the  writer  has  elsewhere  advocated  in  writing  of  the  "  anvil  prin- 
ciple"  versus  the  "fiddle  principle"  when  criticising  the  extreme 
flimsiness  of  many  of  the  machine  tools  in  the  American  market. 

In  power  presses,  and  indeed  in  metal  working  presses  of  all 
kinds,  such  as  foot,  screAv  and  hand-lever  presses,  this  anvil  princi- 
ple is  still  more  important  than  in  machine  tools,  not  only  to  con- 
trol the  motions  rigidly  and  accurately,  but  to  absorb  the  percussive 
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blows  to  wliich  such  tools  are  subjett.  Of  course  in  the  case  of 
drop  presses  this  resistance  to  percussion  is  still  more  necessary, 
but  these  will  not  be  further  discussed  here,  because  they  are  more 
akin  to  steam  hammers  and  other  tools  of  the  strictly  percussive 
type,  where  the  blow  is  given  by  momentum  rather  than  great 
pressure,  and  where  the  motion  is  usually  an  accelerated  one.  The 
presses  alluded  to  above  as  working  by  foot  and  hand  power  will 
perhaps  in  some  cases  fall  incidentally  witliin  the  scope  of  this 
paper,  but  the  points  which  it  is  especially  desirable  to  bring  out 
will  be  fully  covered  by  the  discussion  of  power  presses  proper,  the 
essential  principle  of  which  is  embodied  in  a  slide-bar  made  to  re- 
ciprocate toward  and  from  a  stationary  bed  by  a  crank  or  cam  upon 
a  main  shaft,  which  is  driven  (either  directly  or  through  a  train  of 
gearing)  by  a  belt  running  upon  a  fly-wlieel,  or  upon  a  pulley  con- 
nected therewith.  To  simplify  the  argument,  the  somewhat  com- 
plicated double-action  presses  will  be  left  out  of  the  question. 
These  are  used  in  the  "  drawing  process,"  and  have  two  or  more 
slide-bars,  one  within  the  other,  each  with  a  separate  set  of  mo- 
tions derived  from  various  cranks  and  cams.  It  will  suffice  to  dis- 
cuss a  few  of  the  problems  which  arise  in  the  design,  construction 
and  operation  of  the  ordinary  type  of  power  press,  either  geared  or 
non-geared. 

In  its  essential  features  such  a  press,  as  usually  built,  is  really  a 
very  simple  machine,  consisting  chiefly,  as  far  as  its  moving  parts 
are  concerned,  of  a  slide-bar  connected  to  a  crank  on  its  main 
shaft  by  an  adjustable  pitman — this  shaft  being  detachable  from 
the  fly-wlieel  or  gear  which  runs  loose  upon  it  by  an  automatic 
"  stop-clutch  "  actuated  by  a  treadle.  Such  a  machine,  to  a  casual 
mechanical  observer  who  had  not  studied  it  as  a  specialty,  would 
seem  to  be  far  easier  to  design  than  the  machine  tools  proper,  men- 
tioned above,  but  after  taking  it  up  as  a  specialty  liis  judgment 
would  be  reversed,  and  he  would  find  several  knotty  problems  to 
keep  him  awake  at  night  while  the  builder  of  lathes  or  planers  was 
quietly  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just.  This  difference  arises  partly 
from  the  fact  that  power-press  building  is  both  a  newer  and  a 
smaller  industry  than  the  making  of  machine  tools.  It  has  not 
been  so  fully  experimented  with  either  in  point  of  time  or  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  experiments — in  other  words,  these  ma- 
chines have  not  arrived  at  the  same  stage  of  development  in  the 
evolution  of  their  race  as  have  the  older  and  more  numerous  tribe 
of  lathes  and  planers. 
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A  more  importaiit  ditlVreiK't",  however,  lies  in  the  fact  tliat  iiia- 
ehine  tools  are  subjeeted  to  very  little  percussive  action,  while  all 
the  parts  of  a  power  press  are  constantly  endeavoring  to  hammer 
tlieiuselves  and  each  other  to  pieces.  This  is  due  chiefly  to  the 
fact  that  the  work  in  the  dies  offers  a  sudden  resistance  to  the 
moving  parts  when  it  is  struck;  and  incidentally,  to  the  sudden 
stdjipiug  and  starting  of  several  heavy  members  of  the  machine 
while  the  wlieel  which  drives  them  revolves  at  a  constant  speed. 

\~  a  consequence  of  these  conditions  one  of  the  problems  aris- 
H,  how  to  fasten  the  parts  together  so  that  nothing  will  jar 

-    or  come  apart  while  in  action.     This  difficulty  can  usually  be 

overcome  by  the  use  of  lock-nuts  upon  all  screws,  and  by  driving  fits 

where   screws   cannot   be   iised.      Such   fits,   however,   are   objection- 

'  '-  where  facility  of  taking  things  apart  is  properly  provided  for, 

none  of  the  presses  in  the  market  are  yet  ideally  perfect  in  this 

-    M  rt. 

Another  problem  which  has  not  been  solved  in  a  wholly  satis- 
inrtciry  manner  is  to  make  an  adjustment  of  the  slide-bar,  which  is 
long  enough  in  range,  and  yet  which  combines  simplicity  and 
cheapness  of  construction  with  such  strength  and  security  of  fas- 
tening as  to  withstand  the  heavy  blows  and  pressures  to  which  it  is 
subjected.  Among  the  most  simple  devices  for  this  purpose  is 
perhaps  some  form  of  eccentric,  either  at  the  lower  or  upper  end 
of  the  pitman,  but  the  chief  objection  to  these  is  their  short  range 
of  adjustment — since  it  is  diflBcult  to  clamp  them  firmly  enough 
in  place  so  that  they  will  not  revolve  if  their  eccentricity  is  very 
great.  Various  kinds  of  flat  wedges  have  also  been  used,  but  are 
open  to  tlie  same  objection.  In  some  kinds  of  presses  a  screw- 
thread  upon  the  pitman  itself,  with  lock-nuts  or  other  clamping 
devices  has  proved  successful,  as  has  also  a  special  screw  between 
the  slide-bar  and  the  bearing  by  which  the  pitman  is  attached 
thereto.  The  latter,  however,  lacks  simplicity,  and  all  these  screw 
devices,  though  giving  almost  any  desired  range,  take  too  much 
room  for  the  compactness  of  design  which  is  usual  in  punching 
presses  for  heavy  metal.  A  very  good  long-range  adjustment  can 
be  gotten  by  making  the  bed  of  the  press  to  set  up  and  down; 
but  this  again  increases  cost,  especially  if  made  as  strong  as  the 
rest  of  the  press  frame. 

A  third  and  more  difficult  problem  is  to  make  an  automatic  stop- 
dutch  which,  by  a  slight  motion  of  a  treadle  or  hand-lever,  will  in- 
stantly   throw    the    main    shaft    in    gear    with    the    driving    wheel 
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wliioli  is  le  vol  villi;-  iii>on  it,  and  wliieli  will  at  the  same  time  lock 
the  shaft  and  wheel  together  securely  against  rotary  stresses  in 
either  direction.  By  '"'  instantly "  is  meant  within  a  small  part  of 
the  wheel's  revolution,  say  from  one-third  to  one-sixth,  but  it  ij^ 
better  if  the  actual  starting  is  not  instantaneous,  that  time  may  Ije 
given  for  the  inertia  of  the  shaft  and  attached  parts  to  be  overcome, 
so  that  they  may  start  gradually.  This  lias  been  attempted  liy 
various  forms  of  friction-clutches,  which,  if  successful  in  all  respects, 
would  not  only  tend  to  lengthen  the  life  of  the  press  by  avoiding 
the  sudden  hammer-blow  incident  to  the  ordinary  clutch,  but 
would,  by  tlie  quietness  of  their  action,  minister  soothing  balm  to 
the  nerves  of  the  operator  and  all  other  persons  unfortunate  enough 
to  be  working  in  shop  or  counting-room  in  the  near  vicinity,  ily 
own  experience  has,  however,  led  me  to  believe  that  this  friction- 
clutch  business  is  a  very  difficult  one  to  deal  with,  as  the  amount  of 
power  to  be  conveyed  to  the  shaft  at  the  time  of  doing  its  hardest 
work  is  much  greater  than  in  the  case  of  ordinary  friction-pulleys 
and  clutches  for  shafting.  A  device  can  undoubtedly  be  made 
strong  enough  to  do  the  work  properly  if  the  friction  is  applied  out 
near  the  rim  of  the  wheel,  where  it  will  act  with  considerable  le\- 
erage,  but  the  difficulty  then  is  that  the  parts  of  the  mechanism 
which*are  attached  to  the  shaft  are  so  bullcy  that  they  give  too  much 
momentum  for  the  sudden  stopping  of  the  crank  at  the  top  of  its 
stroke  when  the  clutch  is  thrown  out.  The  experimenter  with 
such  a  clutch,  where  he  may  have  to  stop  the  crank  at  every 
revolution  not  more  than  five  or  ten  degrees  from  a  fixed  point, 
perhaps  as  often  as  a  hundred  thousand  times  a  day,  with  the  enor- 
mous locking  pressure  necessary,  will  find  that  he  has  in  hand  a 
very  different  matter  from  that  of  stopping  and  starting  a  line  of 
shafting,  where  the  time  of  several  revolutions  may  be  used  for  full 
engagement  or  disengagement.  In  my  own  practice,  after  exper- 
imenting with  friction,  and  with  various  forms  of  springs,  to 
give  an  elastic  blow,  I  have  fallen  back  for  the  present  on  the  old 
principle  of  a  positively  locking  clutch  as  the  best  practicable 
thing,  in  spite  of  the  noise  and  jar  which  it  creates.  Such  auto- 
matic friction-clutches  as  I  have  observed  in  commercial  use  seem 
to  be  adapted  for  light  work  only,  and  do  not  run  as  quietly  as 
they  should.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  time  will  solve  thia 
problem  in  favor  of  a  noiseless  clutch  of  some  kind. 

When   power   presses   were   first   invented   their   use   was   such   a 
great  improvement  upon  previous  methods  that  it  was  considered 
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good  enough  to  wait  for  the  wheel  to  come  rouud  to  a  certain 
single  point  of  locking  with  the  shaft,  and  then  to  have  no  provi- 
sion against  "  back-lash."'  In  these  daj-s,  however,  competition  in 
getting  out  presswork  rapidly  has  made  it  necessary  that  the  shaft 
shall  start  as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  is  considered  desirable  to  have 
from  three  to  six  interlocking  points  upon  the  wheel,  according  to 
the  speed.  It  has  also  become  necessary  to  avoid  back-lash,  on 
account  of  the  frequency  with  which  "  spring-drawing  dies,"  so 
called,  are  used.  In  these  there  are  very  powerful  springs  which 
liave  to  be  compressed  by  the  downward  action  of  the  slide-bar, 
niid  which,  in  reacting,  tend  to  push  it  upward  during  its  up 
-  iice  faster  than  its  normal  rate  of  speed.  In  such  cases,  if  the 
I  and  shaft  are  not  rigidly  locked  against  relative  motion,  the 
.-..,. it  gets  ahead  of  the  wheel,  so  to  speak,  for  a  time;  and  as  soon 
as  tliis  action  ceases  there  is  an  unpleasant  blow  from  the  wheel 
catching  up  again.  As  before  intimated,  this  rigid  interlocking 
i~  difficult  at  the  high  rate  of  speed  at  which  the  clutch  is  usually 
thrown  into  gear,  and  the  tendency  of  the  shaft  to  run  away  from 
the  wheel  on  the  up  stroke  has  to  be  stopped  by  a  friction  brake. 
This,  however,  if  set  tight  enough  to  work  properly,  wastes  a 
great  deal  of  power,  unless  it  is  made  automatic,  so  as  to  act  only 
at  the  particular  time  desired.  This  again  makes  additional  ex- 
pense, and  detracts  from  the  simplicity  so  desirable  in  machines 
of  this  kind. 

A  fourth  problem  is  so  to  throw  the  clutch  out  of  gear 
automatically  as  to  make  the  shaft  stop  exactly  in  the  angular  posi- 
tion desired.  This  would  be  easy  enough  were  the  speed,  lubrica- 
tion and  tightness  of  adjustment  of  the  wearing  parts  uniform,  as 
well  as  the  weight  of  dies  and  other  attaclmients  on  the  slide-bar; 
but,  under  existing  conditions,  there  is  very  great  variation  in  the 
position  of  stopping,  principally  caused  by  a  variation  of  speed  of  the 
driving  power.  This  difficult}'  has  been  partially  overcome  by  a 
friction-brake  upon  the  shaft,  but,  as  before  said,  it  frequently 
wastes  a  good  deal  of  power,  by  the  holding  down  of  the  treadle, 
without  being  stopped  at  each  up  stroke,  especially  wliere  the 
press  is  running  continuously. 

In  the  practical  working  of  these  presses  many  other  minor 
problems  arise,  due  to  the  accelerating  or  retarding  action  of  the 
various  attachments  which  are  frequently  put  on  presses  for  feed- 
ing and  gauging  the  work,  etc.  In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  all 
press-makers  have  found  it  somewhat  difficult  to  contrive  a  clutch 
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and  brake  arraugenient  which  is  simple,  durable  and  cheap,  but 
which  can  be  put  upon  all  presses  of  a  given  size  and  sent  out  to 
take  its  chances  among  the  multifarious  conditions  which  the  user 
(generally  not  a  maclunist,  as  is  the  user  of  a  machine-tool)  may 
impose  upon  it.  These  may  consist  of  speeds  too  fast  or  too  slow; 
wearing  adjustments  set  too  tight  or  too  loose;  slide-bar  normal 
or  heavily  loaded;  shaft  normal  or  loaded  with  various  cams,  gears, 
etc.,  for  automatic  "  attachments ;"  ordinary  dies  or  dies  fitted 
with  strong  reactionary  springs;  dies  for  tluck  punching  which  do 
their  work  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  stroke,  or  emboss- 
ing dies  which  meet  heavy  resistance  only  at  the  end  of  the  stroke, 
and  perhaps  cause  an  upward  reaction  by  the  resilience  of  the 
press  frame  itself — wliich  in  open-front  presses  is  often  very 
powerful,  owing  to  the  elasticity  of  the  metal.  Furthermore,  if. 
for  the  sake  of  uniformity  in  manufacturing,  the  standard  clutches, 
etc..  are  also  used  in  various  geared  and  non-geared  drawing  and 
other  double-action  presses,  still  other  conditions  arise — and  the 
molecules  of  the  press-maker's  brain-fibre  must  swing  in  orbits  still 
different  to  meet  and  cope  with  them  successfully. 

There  has  been  no  attempt  made  in  this  paper  to  analyze  thor- 
oughly the  mechanism  of  the  power  press,  nor  to  point  out  full 
solutions  of  the  difficulties  presented.  The  foregoing  has  simply 
given  a  few  hints  regarding  these  difficulties,  with  the  hope  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  mechanical  world  more  particularly  to  the 
interesting  macliine  under  treatment.  Neither  has  the  wi-iter  at- 
tempted to  mention  various  improvements  which  in  his  own  prac- 
tice he  has  found  it  necessary  to  contrive  for  the  proper  working 
of  these  machines.  There  has  been  within  the  last  ten  years  a 
marked  improvement  in  almost  all  the  presses  on  sale  in  the 
market,  but  there  is  yet  an  extensive  field  open  for  their  further 
development  before  they  become  as  perfectly  adapted  to  their 
functions  and  environment  as  is  the  ordinary  engine  lathe. 


Mr.  John  J.  Grant. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Smith  what  the 
trouble  is  with  the  elastic  stop-motion  which  he  formerly  put  on 
his  presses.  We  have  a  very  large  press  in  the  American  Sewing 
Machine  Companj-'s  Works,  and  it  has  been  working  about  a 
year.     It  is  working  absolutely  perfectly.     I  do  not  see  anything 
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the  matter  with  tlii'  elastic  motion  which  he  says  he  has  dis- 
cariled  and  lias  fallen  back  on  the  old  positive  stop. 

Mr.  ]Vilfreil  Lewis. — I  cannot  say  that  I  have  had  much  ex- 
perience with  machinery  of  this  class;  but  I  have  been  interested 
in  tile  difficulties  presented,  and  think  I  may  confidently  assert 
that  the  third  problem  has  been  satisfactorily  solved.  I  refer  to 
a  patent,  Xo.  352,623,  granted  to  me  about  a  year  ago  and  con- 
trolled l)y  William  Sellers  &  Co.  We  have  used  these  clutches 
on  our  machine  tools  for  feed  motions  very  successfully,  and  they 
have  been  applied  recently  to  heavier  work.  We  have  an  appli- 
cation of  the  clutch  on  a  car  wheel  boring  mill  in  wliieh  the  table, 
weighing  something  like  a  ton,  is  started  and  stopped  at  the  rate 
■of  twenty  revolutions  a  minute.  This  table  is  not  driven  directly 
by  tlie  clutch  but  by  a  shaft  gearing  into  the  table  and  running 
at  120  revolutions  a  minute.  There  is  no  shock  in  starting  or  in 
stopping.  The  clutch  is  absolutely  positive,  although  friction  is 
used,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  slip  beyond  a  certain  amount 
used  in  starting.  It  is  as  positive  as  a  solid  clutch  and  adaptable 
to  various  requirements.  It  can  be  ttsed  either  as  a  positive 
clutch  without  slip,  or  it  can  be  used  for  the  transmission  of  a 
definite  and  limited  amount  of  driving  power  where  slip  is  de- 
sirable to  overcome  inertia. 

Mr.  Thos.  S.  Crane. — One  of  the  requirements  in  constructing 
a  large  press  is  very  frequently  to  Iwlance  the  moving  parts.  In 
the  Marchand  double-action  presses,  largely  used  in  this  country 
for  ilrawing  deep  tinware,  this  was  done  by  a  lever  and  heavy 
counter-balance  weight;  but  it  has  since  been  successfully  done, 
by  putting  a  small  steam  cylinder  over  the  press  and  connecting 
its  piston  with  the  moving  weight.  One  would  suppose  that  the 
steam  would  have  to  be  introduced  into  the  cylinder  by  a  valve, 
and  cut  off  at  each  stroke,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  a  steam 
engine :  but  that  is  not  the  case  at  all.  The  steam  is  simply 
introduced  under  the  piston  from  the  boiler,  the  steam  in  the 
boiler  being  kept  at  a  tolerably  uniform  pressure  for  providing 
other  power;  and  tlte  parts  being  proportioned  to  balance  the 
weight  at  that  pressure.  I  have  seen  such  cylinders  from  six  to 
fourteen  inches  in  diameter  connected  with  large  presses  and 
balancing  the  weight  so  that  the  power  required  to  operate  the 
machine,  was  merely  that  due  to  the  work  performed;  the  great 
mass  of  the  pressing  tools  moving  almost  in  equilibrium. 

Mr.   John    Coffin. — The    first    fonn    used    by    us    in    our   electric 
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straightening  machine  was  one  of  those  so-called  positive  friction 
clutches,  which  are  frictional  only  in  name.  The  friction  being 
greater  on  some  member  than  on  another  makes  a  practically 
positive  clutch  of  it.  Such  is  the  clutch  used  by  William  Sellers, 
and  it  is  a  very  good  clutch  for  the  purpose.  The  clutch  in  use 
was  a  roller  clutch,  and  it  was  very  much  like  the  ratchet  on  the 
old  Willcox  &  Gibbs  sewing  machines.  It  consisted  of  rollers  in 
place  of  balls.  The  clutch  now  proposed,  which  we  are  putting 
on.  is  an  ordinary  crab  clutch  engaged  by  means  of  a  steam  cyl- 
inder. It  is  necessary  to  have  the  first  engaging  force  required 
very  small,  as  the  clutch  is  actuated  by  an  electro  magnet,  and 
the  plan  is  now  to  move  a  balance  valve  of  a  small  steam  cylinder 
and  engage  the  clutch  by  that  means. 

Mr.  Wilfred  Lewis. — I  would  like  to  say  that  the  clutch  used 
on  the  boring  mill  is  not  a  positive  clutch  at  the  start.  There  is- 
a  certain  amount  of  slip,  which  enables  the  inertia  to  be  overcome 
gradually,  and  after  tliis  amount  is  reached  the  clutch  becomes 
positive. 

Mr.  Oberlin  Smith. — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  in  such  a  way  from 
Mr.  Grant.  If  he  cannot  see  the  faults  which  I  can  see  in  my 
own  presses,  so  much  the  better.  Probably  I  am  more  critical 
than  a  good  many  other  folks;  at  any  rate  I  hope  so. 

The  springs  in  fly  wheels  work  excellently  sometimes — gener- 
ally in  fact;  and  I  did  not  say  that  I  had  wholly  abandoned 
them.  I  said  that  I  had  fallen  back,  for  the  present,  on  a  sim- 
pler, but  improved,  clutch  mechanism,  in  some  new  designs  that 
I  am  getting  out;  and  the  reason  is  purely  a  commercial  one — 
our  customers  demand  presses  for  so  little  money  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  put  the  refinements  into  them  which  we  would  like 
to.  They  do  not  generally  go  into  nice  machine  shops  like  Mr. 
Grant's  where  they  are  very  well  taken  care  of.  I  find  that  a  lot 
of  costly  refinements  put  onto  a  press,  are  apt  to  give  trouble  after 
a  time,  because  they  are  not  properly  taken  care  of  by  the  class 
of  cheap  workmen  operating  them.  But  the  spring  in  the  fly 
wheel  has,  under  certain  conditions,  an  inherent  fault.  When  the 
wheel  commences  to  move  the  shaft  gradually,  by  the  spring 
yielding,  the  shaft  gets  under  way  and  goes  on  at  the  speed  of 
the  wheel  until  the  punch  strikes.  Then  the  shaft  stops  until  the 
spring  is  compressed  again  and  the  wheel  catches  up  with  it  on 
the  down  stroke.  This  is  apt  to  make  a  little  noise  or  jar.  Then 
where    there    is    resilience    caused    by    "  spring-drawing-dies "    or 
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with  ;i  pics;;  I'nune  open  in  front,  antl  lience  not  very  rigid,  the 
bar  starts  ahead  of  the  shaft  on  the  up-stroke,  because  whatever 
springs  have  been  compressed  react  and  give  an  additional 
■'  boost  ■■  to  the  thing,  so  to  spealc,  and  throw  forward  the 
shaft  with  more  or  less  force.  If  the  speed  happens  to  be  high, 
the  brake  has  to  be  adjusted  so  tight  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
lost  power.  It  is  easy  to  control  a  press  under  almost  any  con- 
ilitions,  if  you  put  enough  brake  upon  it;  but,  as  before  stated, 
file  chief  objection  to  the  various  contrivances  which  require  a 
lieavy  brake,  is  this  matter  of  losing  power.  It  is  especially 
noticeable  when  running  a  press  nearly  continuously,  for  instance 
when  feeding  a  long  bar  of  iron  through  to  punch  a  row  of  holes 
in  it.  The  brake  (if  a  plain,  ordinary  one)  is  in  action  all  the 
time,  and  must  be  tight  enough  to  stop  the  clutch  properly  when 
you  get  to  the  end  of  your  bar,  and  yet  it  is  needed  only  at 
the  last  instant.  I  have  known  a  moderate-size  press  to  have 
four  or  five  horse  power  entirely  thrown  away  by  having  the 
l>i-ake  set  tight  enough  to  control  it.  I  think  if  Mr.  Lewis  had 
tackled  regular  power  presses  that  go  among  all  sorts  of  Irishmen 
(or,  say,  Philadelphians)  to  run,  he  would  find,  perhaps,  that  his 
clutch  needed  modification,  to  make  it  meet  all  the  varying  con- 
ditions of  speed,  and  inertia,  and  gummy  oil,  and  reacting  dies, 
and  the  going  in  and  out  of  gear  a  hundred  thousand  times  a 
day  or  more.  I  hope  that  Mr.  Lew-is  has  got  ahead  of  all  of  us 
on  his  automatic  stop  clutch,  but  think  it  needs  testing  on  actual 
presses  of  a  great  many  kinds  before  it  can  be  called  a  press 
chitch. 

Mr.  Crane  speaks  of  balancing  presses.  That  is  all  right  for 
large  drawing-presses  or  in  any  heavy  slow-running  presses,  but 
in  these  little  quick-running  presses  having  to  go  150  times  a 
minute,  you  must  not  put  much  on  the  shafts  to  balance  them — 
steam  cylinders,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  You  must  have  some- 
thing that  is  very  simple  and  very  quick  acting. 

Mr.  Coffin  speaks  of  the  roller  friction  clutch.  I  do  not  call 
anytliing  a  positive  action  unless  it  puts  the  wheel  and  shaft  in 
absolutely  the  same  relation  every  time,  so  if  the  thing  is  thrown 
out  under  the  same  conditions  it  will  always  stop  at  exactly  the 
same  angle.  Anything  that  thrusts  a  wedge  between  is  not  quite 
so  positive  as  that.  Of  course  an  ordinarj'  friction  clutch  is  not 
positive  at  all.  I  think  and  hope  that  the  time  will  come  when 
some  form  of  friction  clutch  will  be  adopted,  but  it  hasn't  yet  got 
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here.  The  most  successful  one  I  ever  contrived  had  a  V  groovi> 
in  the  interior  of  the  rim  of  tlie  fly-wheel,  and  by  having  this 
groove  with  its  sides  at  a  small  angle  I  did  not  have  to  push  the 
shoe  out  with  very  much  force  to  get  my  friction.  It  locked  itself 
tighter  by  an  eccentric  the  harder  the  pull  upon  it,  and  was  un- 
locked by  the  action  of  the  trip  connected  with  the  treadle.  It 
worked  beautifully  in  the  shop  for  several  weeks,  but  there  were 
practical  difficulties  with  it  when  it  got  ont  among  the  tinmen, 
and  they  had  sore  trouble.  The  consequence  was  we  took  it  off 
and  put  on  an  ordinary  clutch.  I  can't  help  thinking  it  was  all 
the  timnen's  fault — but  I've  not  yet  built  any  more. 

Mr.  Grant. — The  press  of  which  I  spoke  has  run  ten  hours  a 
day  for  a  j-ear — hard  work,  too. 

Mr.  Stiles. — The  time  Mr.  Grant  has  used  his  press  is  so  short, 
compared  with  the  time  a  well-made  press  wiU  remain  in  good 
working  order,  judging  by  those  which  have  been  in  constant  use 
for  the  last  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  it  seems  quite  too  soon  to- 
attribute  to  the  elastic  clutch  all  Mr.  Grant  claims  for  it. 

Mr.  Oberlin  Smith. — A  theoretically  perfect  connection  between 
a  press  fly-wheel  and  shaft  would  be  a  clutch  device  which  was 
elastic  when  the  engagement  was  made,  but  wliich  would  lose  its 
elasticity  during  the  down  stroke  before  the  dies  commenced 
their  work.  By  that  time  the  engaging  device  should  be  auto- 
matically locked  so  that  there  could  be  no  "  baek-lash "'  when  the 
stresses  were  reversed  in  direction.  There  should,  however,  be 
an  easy  way  of  arranging  a  useful  back-lash,  througli  an  angle  of 
several  degrees,  when  it  was  desired  to  back  out  a  "  stalled "'  pair 
of  dies  by  jerking  the  fly-wheel  by  hand,  and  utilizing  its  mo- 
mentum as  in  a  hammer;  and  this  is  an  important  practical 
point,  often  lost  sight  of.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  angu- 
lar space,  or  looseness,  is  (in  all  ordinary  clutches)  necessary,  also,, 
to  give  time  enough,  at  fast  speeds,  for  the  engaging  device  to  get 
home — that  is,  fully  into  gear.  And,  as  before  said,  it  is  this 
very  space  that  wants  abolishing  during  a  certain  part  of  the 
stroke,  providing  the  press  is  running  in  a  forward  direction,  and 
by  the  belt,  rather  than  by  hand.  Furthermore,  all  this  mechan- 
ism, with  its  temporary  elasticit}',  its  take-up  and  let-out  device?, 
etc.,  should  be  engageable  with  the  fly-wheel  at  any  point — or  at 
any  rate  at  several  points — during  its  revolution. 

For  some  years  past  I  have  pondered  upon  the  various  air-sprint: 
devices  to  get  a  temporary  elasticity,  but  have  thought  of  nothing: 
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cheii]>  enough  to  meet  commercial  conditions.  Mr.  Miuiger,  one 
of  tlie  Standard  Oil  Co.'s  superintendents,  has  recently  carried 
out  this  idea  successfully  (from  a  mechanical  point  of  view)  by 
mounting  upon  one  of  my  fly-wheels  a  piston  and  cylinder,  lying 
tangentially  between  an  inwardly  projecting  arm  from  the  wheel 
rim  and  an  outwardly  reaching  arm  from  ihe  disk  engaging  the 
clutch — all  being  after  the  manner  of  a  pneumatic  door-spring,  or 
the  ordinary  dash-pot.  I  fear,  however,  that  the  average  power- 
press  buyer  would  not  be  \villing  to  pay  for  all  this — and  mightn't 
keep  it  in  good  order  when  he  got  it.  In  the  case  just  mentioned 
(Mr.  Mungers)  such  a  device  was  unusually  necessary,  because 
the  shaft  driven  by  the  clutch  was  geared  to  other  fast-run- 
ning shafts  wliich  were  heavily  loaded,  and  the  inertia  was  conse- 
luontlv  great. 
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tXVESTIGATION    AS    TO    HOW    TO    TEST    THE 
STRENGTH    OF    CEMENTS. 


l.NTUODUCTION. 

Tiiic  r(illu\viii,a-  paper  gives  an  account  of  an  investigation  made 
in  tile  lalioratory  of  Applied  Meclianics  of  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology  by  Mr.  Jerome  Sondericker,  instructor  in 
the  department,  in  order  to  determine  what  are  the  proper  meth- 
ods to  be  pursued  in  testing  the  strength  of  cements.  While  the 
investigation  is  not  yet  complete,  it  is  believed  that  a  perusal  of 
the  tables  of  results  will  show  that  by  means  of  the  apparatus  thus 
far  devised,  a  large  part  of  the  irregularity  common  in  such  tests 
and  usually  attributed  to  lack  of  homogeneity  in  the  cement  itself, 
has  been  eliminated,  and,  hence,  that  a  much  larger  portion  of 
such  irregularities  than  has  generally  been  imagined  must  have 
been  (hie  to  imperfections  in  the  metliods  of  testing  cement  that 
are  in  common  use.  It  is  invseiiled  in  order  to  bring  the  niatler 
before  the  Society,  and  to  elicit  discussion. 

Gaetano  Lanza, 

( .Member  of  the  Society.) 

Within  the  |)ast  year  there  have  heen  (h'signed  in  tlie  Labora- 
tory (if  .\p|)lied  Mechanics  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology apparatus  for  testing  the  compressive  and  tensile  strength 
of  cenieiit  wliieh  are  believed  to  possess  some  valuable  features.  A 
description  of  the  apparatus  and  some  of  tlie  results  obtained  from 
them  will  be  presented  in  this  paj)er. 

COMPRKSSION    APPARATUS. 

The  compression  apparatus  was  designed  for  testing  not  only 
cement,   but   also  stone,  iron,   and   other  materials  of  construction. 


I 


I 


I 
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It  was  made  to  be  used  with  an  Olsen  50,000  lb.  testing  machine.    A 

side  view  of  it  is  shown  in  Fig.  44.     The  two  pieces  of  steel,  A  and 

B,  are  fitted  to  the  slot  in  the  middle  ^prr^y 

of  the  movable  cross-head  of  the  ma-  I    |&ffi|f 

chine  and  are  bolted  together  by  two        [WST]    |  c  j-^'H      \   jTX! 

14   incli    bolts.      These    pieces    receive      /|  i   |  ^^  \\      i :  ■   ^   ■ 

the  upper  compression  plate,  D,  which   \   jl....i..4 ;.....i.i J 

is  secured  to  them  by  means  of  the    (Mi  !    .  ^ 

'•■liter  bolt,  one  inch  in  diameter.    This    )""':   ;   i  !      ; 

'liite  is  five  inches  in  diameter.     It  is   '    !   ^'  [ 
i'lovided  with  a   spherical  bearing  of    ^' 


^^ 


two   and   one-half   inches   radius,   the 

■center  of  the  spherical  surface  being  at 

the  center  of  the  lower  surface  of  the 

plate.     The  washer,  C,  is  also  provided 

with  a  spherical  bearing  surface  con-  '°' 

centric  with  the  other,  in  order  that  it  may  have  a  firm  seat  in  any 

position  of  the  plate.     The  lower  compression  plate  is  a  cylinder  one 

and  one-half  inches  thick,  and  five  inches  in  diameter.    It  is  doweled 

to  the  platform  of  the  machine,  its  center  being  exactly  under  the 

center  of  the  upper  plate.     Concentric  circles  are  described  on  its 

upper  surface  to  admit  of  centering  the  specimen  to  be  tested.     Both 

plates  are  made  of  steel,  their  working  surfaces  being  hardened  and 

ground  plane. 

Two  requisites  of  apparatus  for  testing  the  compressive  strength 
of  specimens  provided  with  plane  bearing  surfaces  are  as  follows: 

1st.  When  adjusted  in  position,  the  plates  shall  bear  uniformly 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  specimen. 

2d.  During  the  progress  of  the  test  the  moving  plate  shall  re- 
main parallel  to  its  first  position. 

Tlu'se  conditions  were  designed  to  be  satisfied,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, in  the  apparatus  just  described  by  the  following  means: 

1st.  By  providing  the  spherical  bearing  so  as  to  make  the  upper 
plate  adjustable. 

2d.  By  making  the  radius  of  this  bearing  sufficiently  large,  so 
that  the  friction  due  to  the  pressure  exerted,  aided,  if  necessary,  by 
tightening  the  nut  of  the  center  bolt,  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
slipping  from  taking  place,  due  to  any  eccentric  pressure;  such  as 
would  occur,  for  example,  in  the  testing  of  a  long  iron  specimen  as 
a  result  of  its  side  deflection  when  near  the  point  of  rupture. 

In   order  to   secure   a   uniform   bearing   over   the   surface   of   the 
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specimen,  the  plate  is  suspended  loosely  iu  its  socket;  then,  the 
specimen  having  been  placed  in  position  on  the  lower  plate,  the 
iil)per  plate  is  Ijrought  down  upon  it  slowly,  at  the  same  time  being 
adjusted  by  hand  approximately  parallel  to  the  surface  of  the  speci- 
men. As  soon  as  the  plate  comes  in  contact  with  the  specimen,  it 
tips  about  its  center  until  it  conies  to  an  even  bearing- 

In  order  to  determine  whether  the  friction  of  this  spherical 
bearing  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  slipping  in  ordinary  testing 
operations,  iu  case  the  pressure  should  become  eccentric,  a  wrought 
iron  specimen  five  inches  long  and  one  inch  in  diameter  was  tested. 
At  intervals  during  the  progress  of  the  test,  the  distances  between 
four  points,  90°  apart,  near  the  outer  edges  of  the  plates,  were 
calipered  with  a  micrometer  caliper  reading  by  graduation  to 
thousandths  of  an  inch  and  by  estimation  to  ten  thousandths.  By 
this  means  no  slipping  could  be  detected,  even  after  the  pressure 
had  become  eccentric  to  the  amount  of  one-eighth  of  an  inch,  due 
to  the  side  deflection  of  the  specimen.  This  would  correspond  to 
a  frictional  resistance  in  the  bearing  of  about  .04  of  the  nomial 
pressure.  A  second  experiment  was  made  to  determine  the  amount 
of  eccentricity  which  would  just  produce  slipping  in  the  joint  when 
not  oiled.  A  cylinder  of  iron,  one  inch  in  diameter,,  was  submitted 
to  pressure  on  its  curved  surface,  and  the  eccentricity  necessary  to 
produce  slipping  under  various  loads  was  noted.  The  test  was 
performed  as  follows:  The  plate  was  clamped  in  position  suffi- 
ciently firmly  to  prevent  slipping  under  the  eccentric  load,  by  tight- 
ening the  nut  on  the  center  bolt.  The  specimen  was  then  placed 
eccentrically  in  the  machine  and  subjected  to  various  pressures  up 
to  10,000  llis.  After  applying  the  pressure  the  nut  was  loosened, 
thus  allowing  the  friction  of  the  ball  joint  to  act  alone  in  resisting 
the  moment  of  the  eccentric  load.  It  was  found  by  this  means 
that,  for  all  the  loads  tried,  the  plate  began  to  slip  when  the  eccen- 
tricity amounted  to  three-eighths  of  an  inch.  This  would  correspond 
to  a  coefficient  of  friction  in  the  joint  of  about  .12.  Xo  use  has  been 
made  thus  far  of  the  center  bolt  except  for  suspending  the  plate, 
and  for  this  purpose,  of  course  it  might  have  been  made  much 
smaller  together  with  the  plate  A.  It  is  desirable,  however,  to 
have  some  means  for  fixing  the  plates  parallel  to  each  other,  and 
also  for  providing  for  extremely  eccentric  pressures.  The  center  bolt 
answers  these  purposes.  It  will  be  noticed  that  as  the  center  of  the 
spherical  joint  is  in  the  center  of  the  lower  face  of  the  plate,  this 
point  remains  stationary  in  all  positions  of  the  plate,  so  that  the 
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))H'ssiiu'  iiiion  it  is  ct'iitnil  however  it  may  lie  inclined;  also,  the 
niininuiin  amount  of  sliding  between  the  plate  and  specimen  oecurs 
as  tlie  i)late  is  eonnnij  to  a  bearing. 

In  testing  a  cube  of  cement,  two  opjwsite  surfaces  are  rubbed 
down  with  water  on  a  piece  of  slate  in  order  to  remove  any  small 
surface  irregularities.  The  load  is  at  first  applied  rapidly  np  to  a 
point  well  within  the  breaking  load,  and  then  slowly  and  at  a  uni- 
foim  laie  (if  s]ieed  till  fracture  takes  place.  In  order  to  ascertain 
the  degree  of  uniformity  of  results  to  be  obtained  in  the  use  of 
this  apparatus,  a  number  of  tests,  have  been  made  of  two-inch  cubes 
of  both  Portland  and  Eosendale  cement,  with  and  without  sand, 
and  fiom  one  week  to  three  months  old.  Four  cubes  were  made 
at  one  mixing  and  all  tested  at  the  same  time.  Table  I.  gives  the 
results  of  these  tests,  including  the  mean  breaking  load  for  each 
set  of  four  specimens,  the  maximum  variation  of  any  one  test  from 
tlie  mean,  and  the  extreme  variation  occurring  in  each  set.  It  will 
lie  noticed  that  the  variations  are  quite  small,  the  average  maxi- 
nnnn  variation  from  the  mean  being  1.9%  and  the  average  extreme 
variation  :>%.  No  extraordinary  precautions  were  employed  in 
making  these  tests;  they  are  believed  to  represent  what  may  be  ex- 
pected in  the  ordinary  use  of  the  apparatus. 

TENSION   apparatus. 

Tt  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  means  commonly  employed  in 
determining  the  tensile  strength  of  cement  give  results  varying 
within  wide  limits,  variations  of  20%  and  even  30%  in  the  strength 
of  specimens  of  neat  Portland  cement  from  the  same  mixing  being 
(|uite  common,  and  this  in  the  hands  of  careful  experimenters. 
An  examination  of  the  report  of  Maclay's  experiments,  published 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  for 
1877,  shows  extreme  variations  in  the  sets  of  five  specimens  of 
neat  Portland  cement,  having  a  sectional  area  of  21,4  square  inches, 
as  high  as  35%  ;  differences  of  20%  and  more  occurring  frequently. 
These  wide  variations  are  assignable,  partly  to  the  impossibility  of 
mixing  the  mortar  and  filling  the  molds  so  as  to  obtain  briquettes 
of  exactly  the  same  strength,  and  partly  to  inexact  methods  of 
testing. 

I-"xpei  intents  have  been  made  in  the  laboi-atory  with  the  view 
of  reducing  that  portion  of  these  variations  resulting  from  the 
methods  of  testing  employed.     For  this  purpose  clips  have  been  de- 
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Fig. 45 


signed  whieli  are  intended  to  eliminate  eccentric  pulls  in  applying 
the  load. 

Before  giving  a  description  of  these  clips,  a  few  explanations 
will  be  made.  The  form  of  briquette  in  use  in  the  laboratory  is 
that  shown  in  Fig.  45.  The  outline  of  the  neck  and 
bearing  surfaces  consists  of  circular  arcs  of  one  inch 
radius,  terminated  by  straight  lines  tangent  to  them 
and  having  a  slope  of  1  to  2  with  the  axis  of  the 
briquette.  The  sectional  area  at  the  neck  is  one 
square  inch.  The  clips  first  in  use  had  flat  bearing 
surfaces  having  the  same  slope  as  the  sides  of  tlie 
briquette.  They  came  in  contact  with  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  flat  portion  of  the  sides  of  the  speci- 
men, leaving  a  free  space  of  about  one  inch  between 
their  points.  Upon  trial  it  was  found  that  quite  a 
large  percentage  of  fractures  occurred  at  the  edge  of 
the  clips.  The  following  experiment  was  then  made: 
Four  narrow,  thin  strips  of  steel  were  inserted  be- 
tween the  clips  and  briquette,  so  that  the  briquette  bore  upon  these 
strips  instead  of  upon  the  surface  of  the  clips.  It  was  found  that 
as  the  strips  were  moved  farther  away  from  the  neck  of  the  speci- 
men, the  number  of  fractures  occurring  outside  of  the  smallest 
section  diminished  and  at  the  same  time  the  breaking  strenptli 
increased,  until  when  the  strips  were  placed  two  inches  apart  nearly 
all  of  the  fractures  occurred  at  the  smallest  section.  Two  imliis 
was  therefore  selected  for  the  distance  between  the  bearing  points 
of  the  clips  for  this  form  of  briquette.  The  clips  shown  in  Fig.  1'' 
were  then  designed. 

Two  guides,  grooved  to  a  deptli  of  %  inch  are  liinged  to  tlic 
upper  clip.  The  lower  clip  is  secured  in  the  guides  by  means  of 
the  clamp  screw  A;  the  springs  B,  attached  to  the  upper  clip,  re- 
lease the  lower  clip  from  the  guides  when  they  are  undamped.  A 
central  pull  is  secured  by  means  of  two  pairs  of  knife-edges  at 
right  angles  to  each  other,  the  outer  pair  being  inserted  in  the 
yokes  which  bear  on  the  inner  ones.  The  yokes  are  prevented 
from  moving  sideways  by  means  of  projecting  points  bearing 
against  the  sides  of  the  clips.  The  bearings  of  the  yokes  on  the 
inner  pair  of  knife-edges  are  notched  as  shown  in  the  figure;  thus 
the  yokes  occupy  a  definite  position.  The  outer  knife-edges  are 
adjusted  so  that  their  plane  passes  exactly  through  the  axis  of  the 
clips,  as  are  also  the  inner  ones;  thus  the  line  of  pull,  which  is 
determined  by   the   intersection  of   the  planes  of  the  two   pairs  of 
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kiiife-edjre!-,  is  iiiaile  to  pass  tlirou^ili  the  axis  of  the  clips  when 
these  are  clamped.  The  bearing  surfaces  of  the  clips  upon  the 
briquettes  are  rounded,  forming  blunt  points. 

These  rounded  bearing  surfaces  must  be  made  accurately  and 
used  intelligently  in  order  to  secure  reliable  results.  The  points 
must  be  exactly  central,  and  the  bearing  surfaces  of  the  briquette 
square  with  its  face;  even  then,  the  adjustment  of  the  specimen 
in  the  clips  by  hand,  in  the  ordinary  manner,  can  only  secure  an 
approximately  central  pull,  varA'ing  with  the  degree  of  care  exer- 
cised by  the  operator  and  the  conditions  of  the  bearing  surfaces  of  the 
briquette.  The  object  designed  to  be  atttained  by  the  clips  just 
described  is  to  secure  a  definitely  central  pull,  at  the  same  time 
making  the  task  of  adjusting  the  specimen  in  the  clips  as  simple  as 
possible.     The  operation  of  testing  is  as  follows: 

In  order  to  prevent  the  lower  clip  from  dropping  when  the  speci- 
men breaks,  a  loosely  fitting  brass  band  is  slipped  over  the  bri- 
fjuette  before  it  is  placed  in  the  clips.  The  lower  clip  is  raised  suffi- 
ciently to  allow  the  specimen  to  be  placed  in  position,  and  clamped 
firmly  enough  to  support  its  own  weight.  The  specimen  is  inserted 
and  the  lower  clip  drawn  down  till  the  Ijearing  surfaces  of  the 
briquette  are  just  in  contact  with  it.  The  briquette  is  then  ad- 
justed so  that  its  faces  are  flush  with  the  faces  of  the  clips.  A  load 
usually  about  one-half  the  breaking  load  is  rapidly  applied.  This 
forces  the  blunt  points  of  the  clips  into  the  specimen,  thus  obtain- 
ing a  firm  bearing  before  the  guides  are  removed.  The  guides  are  un- 
damped, the  springs  freeing  them  from  contact  with  the  lower  clip. 
The  stress  is  then  applied  slowly  and  at  a  uniform  rate  till  fracture 
takes  place.  Before  taking  out  the  fractured  specimen,  the  lower 
clip  is  clamped  in  position  ready  for  another  test.  The  only  hand  ad- 
justment is  in  placing  the  specimen  flush  with  the  faces  of  the  clips. 
The  only  possible  eccentricity  will  be  caused  by  the  imbedded 
points  not  acting  at  the  center  of  the  specimen;  if  the  points  are 
themselves  central  and  the  sides  of  the  briquette  square,  this  will 
not  occur.  If,  however,  it  does,  it  can  be  detected  by  the  clips 
spiinging  to  one  side  when  the  guides  are  undamped.  The  grooves 
in  the  guides  of  the  experimental  apparatus  are  unnecessarily  deep. 
With  shallower  grooves,  admitting  of  more  rapid  clamping  and 
undamping  of  the  guides,  it  is  believed  that  the  operation  of  test- 
ing may  be  performed  fully  as  rapidly  as  by  the  usual  method.  The 
adjustment  of  the  specimen  in  position  is  so  simple  a  matter  that 
the  clips  may  be  used  by  any  careful  workman  with  a  certainty  of 
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securing  relinhle  results.  The  knife-edge  bearings  answer  the 
same  purpose  that  is  claimed  for  conical  points,  and  are  less  liable  to 
be  dulled  b}'  use  with  hea^7  loads. 

In  order  to  determine  the  degree  of  uniformity  iu  the  results  ob- 
tained by  the  use  of  this  apparatus,  117  specimens  have  been  tested. 
They  include  both  Portland  and  Kosendale  cement,  with  and  with- 
out sand,  and  from  7  to  38  days  old.  The  briquettes  were  made  in 
sets  of  four,  four  molds  being  filled  from  one  mixing.  Three 
sets  of  specimens  were  made  at  the  same  time  from  three  dif- 
ferent mixings,  using  the  same  ingredients  in  all  and  attempting 
to  obtain  the  same  quality  of  mortar.  Table  II.  gives  the  results 
of  these  tests,  including  the  mean  strength  of  each  set  of  briquettes, 
the  maximum  variation  from  this  mean  in  pounds  and  per  cents, 
and  the  extreme  variation  occurring  in  each  set  in  pounds  and  per 
cents.  The  three  sets  of  specimens  made  the  same  day  with  the 
same  ingredients  are  grouped  together  and  marked  a,  b,  and  c.  Four 
of  the  specimens  tested  are  excluded  from  the  table;  these  are  re- 
ported in  the  column  of  remarks,  with  the  reasons  for  their  exclu- 
sion. It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the  maximum  variation 
from  the  mean  is  included  between  0.6%  and  16.3%,  with  an  average 
of  5.7%.  Tlie  extreme  variation  in  strength  in  each  set  is  from  1.2% 
to  25.6%  with  an  average  of  9.7%.  The  cement  was  in  each  case 
unsifted,  and  tlie  sand  (ordinary  coarse  sand)  sifted  but  not  washed. 
The  mixture  was  in  each  case  of  about  the  consistency  of  ordinary 
mortar,  25%  of  water  being  used  with  the  neat  Portland  and  371/0% 
with  the  neat  Rosendale  cement.  It  is  believed  that  these  results 
represent  what  may  be  expected  in  ordinary  testing  operations  by 
the  use  of  the  clips  described. 

EFFECT  OF  AN  ECCENTRIC  LOAD. 

In  order  to  (Ictciiniiic  the  effect  of  a  slightly  eccentric  pull,  the 
experiments  reccudcMl  in  Table  III.  were  made.  Briquettes  of  the 
same  mixing  are  grouped  together.  In  the  sixth  test,  the  bri- 
quette showed  a  large  cavity  near  one  edge  of  the  fractured  section. 
This,  doubtless,  decreased  its  strength  considerably.  The  effect  of 
such  a  cavity  cannot  be  estimated  wholly  by  the  area  it  occupies,  as 
it  also  causes  a  non-uniform  stress  at  the  section.  Briquette  No.  8 
was  first  subjected  to  a  central  stress  of  640  lbs.  without  fracture. 
It  was  then  replaced  in  the  clips  Vj^  inch  out  of  center,  and  broke  at 
528  lbs.  as  recorded  in  the  table.     Omitting  the  second  group,  this 
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experiment  shows  a  decrease  in  strengtli  due  to  a  pull  Vie  in^li  out  of 
the  axis  of  tlie  briquette  of  12%  for  the  first  group,  17%  for  the 
tliird  and  fourth,  and  10%  and  9%  for  the  fiftli  and  sixth  groups  re- 
spectively. The  ordinary  formula  for  eccentric  loads  would  give  a 
decrease  of  strength  of  27%.  A  greater  number  of  tests  would  be 
necessary  to  determine  the  exact  percentage  of  decrease  of  strength 
due  to  a  slight  eccentricity,  but  these  serve  to  show  the  importance 
of  guarding  against  eccentric  stresses  in  cement  testing,  however 
slight  they  may  be. 

The  niacliine  used  in  making  all  the  tensile  tests  was  a  single 
lever  suspended  in  a  wooden  frame,  the  loads  applied  being  indi- 
cated l)y  a  spring  balance.  This  machine  was  tested  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  these  experiments  and  found  to  be  correct. 

The  form  of  briquette  used  in  making  these  tests  is  somewhat 
more  slender  at  the  neck  and  considerably  longer  than  that  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  on  Cement  Testing  of  the  American  So- 
ciety of  Civil  Engineers.  Xo  comparative  tests  have  been  made  to 
determine  the  relative  value  of  the  two  forms.  There  are  two 
qualities,  developed  by  testing,  which  a  cement  briquette  should 
possess.  1.  The  fracture  should  take  place  at  the  smallest  section. 
2.  The  breaking  strength  should  be  the  maximum  obtainable,  the 
mortar  being  of  ordinary  stiffness.  The  latter  requisite  can  only  be 
determined  definitely  by  comparative  tests  of  different  forms  of 
briquette.  In  the  tests  just  described,  out  of  the  117  specimens 
tested,  b8  specimens,  or  75%,  broke  at  or  within  %  inch  of  the 
smallest  section;  20  specimens,  or  17%,  at  a  distance  of  about  14 
inch;  .5  specimens,  or  414%,  at  about  %  inch;  4  specimens,  or  3^2%, 
at  about  V2  inch  distance  from  this  section.  The  areas  of  the  cross  sec- 
tions of  the  briquettes  at  these  points  are,  at  %  inch,  1.01.3  sq.  inches ; 
at  1/4  inch.  I.u6  sq.  inciies;  at  %  inch,  1.1.5  sq.  inches,  and  at  i/^  inch, 
1.26  sq.  inches.  None  of  the  specimens  broke  within  I/2  iiich  of  the 
bearing  points  of  the  clips.  Further  investigation  will  be  made 
in  tliis  direction. 


HOW   TO    TEST   THE   STRENGTH    OF    CEMENTS. 
TABLE    I.      COMPRESSION   TESTS   OF   2-INOH    CUBES 


Portland,  neat. 


77  < 


19  d.  6  h. 
19  d.  1  h. 

28  d. 

Il4  d.  5  h. 

113  d.  20  1 

|7  d.  1  h. 
"      3  pts.  sand.  114  d. 
Rosendale,  neat.         76  d. 

24  d. 
"      1  pt.  sand.    |l4  d. 


742 
270 
145 


TABLE  IL     TENSION  tests.     {Briquettes  1  sq.  inch  section.) 


Breaking 

Load. 
Mean  of  4 


Portland,  neat. 


"     3  pts.  sand. 
Rosendale,  neat. 


28  d. 


14  d. 
14  d. 
114  d. 
113d.  19h. 


14  d. 
14  d. 
14  d. 
24  d. 
24  d. 
24  d. 
14  d.  4  h. 
14  d.  4  h. 
14  d.  4  h. 
13  d.  19  h. 
13  d.  19  h. 

13  d.  19  h, 
9d. 

9d. 
9d. 

14  d. 


(a)  616 

(b)  651 


(a)  490 

(b)  523 

(c)  521 
(a)  573 


28    4.5 
2.3 


2     2.0      3     3. 


6.0,  9  10.7J 
6.8  lOi  11.4 
2.5'  4!  5.0! 
4.5i  6!  9.0) 
7.5  10]  15.0 
6.7  7  11.7 
6.7      7  11.7 


-  Mean  of  3  specs.  4th  broke 
■   I     in  large  cavity  at  492  Uis. 

plMeanof  3specs.  4th  broke 
'   j     in  large  cavity  at  558  lbs. 

.2! 


Mean  of  3  specs.  4th  pla 
!  eccentrically  in  clips  ; 
I     broke  at  482  lbs. 


Mean  of  3  specs.    4th  sul 

!     jected  to  eccentric  lo:. 

and  broke  af228  lbs. 
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TABLE    III.      EFFECT   OF   AN    ECCENTRIC   LOAD. 


Cement. 

No.  of 

Teat. 

Age. 

'KS« 

Remarks. 

f 

1 

107  d. 

508 

Stress  central. 

Portland,  neat. 

2 

107  d. 

516 

Stress  central. 

3 

107  d. 

444 

Stress  A  inch  eccentric. 

4 

107  d. 

450 

Stress  A  inch  eccentric. 

Portland,  neat.                 { 

5 
6 

23  d. 
23  d. 

596 
372* 

Stress  central. 

Stress  A  inch  eccentric. 

Portland,  neat.                 { 

7 

23  d. 

632 

Stress  central. 

8 

23  d. 

528t 

Stress  A  inch  eccentric. 

Rosendalc,  neat.               | 

9 

24  d. 

130 

Stress  central. 

10 

24  d. 

108 

Stress  A  inch  eccentric. 

Portland,  neat.                 / 

12  d. 

423 

Stress  central. 

Means  of  6  specimens.    I 

12 

12  d. 

379 

Stress  A  inch  eccentric. 

Rosendale,  neat.               / 

13 

11  d. 

86 

Stress  central. 

Means  of  0  specimens.    I 

U 

u. 

78 

Stress  A  inch  eccentric. 

DISCUSSION. 

Pnif.  Jas.  E.  Denton. — Will  you  sny  how  niucli  tlie  ecfentricity 
is  for  tlie  present  arrangement? 

Prof.  Lanza. — With  usual  cement  testing  macliines  in  the 
market,  where  the  clips  are  loose,  the  eccentricity  will  vary  with 
the  skill  and  care  of  the  e.xperiinenter,  and  hence  will  not  be  the 
same  in  any  two  trials.  How  great  will  be  its  maximum  value 
with  any  one  special  machine  it  is  impossible  to  predict.  To 
show  the  effects  of  eccentricity,  Mr.  Sondericker  took  our  clips 
and  made  some  tests  where  he  first  put  the  briquettes  in  centrally, 
and  then  put  them  in  with  an  eccentricity  of  a  sixteenth  of  an 
inch;  the  loss  in  strength  was  very  considerable,  and  the  results 
are  given  in  the  paper. 

Mr.  H.  de  B.  Parsons. — I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  this  paper,  as  it  is  important,  since  the  branches  of  civil  engi- 
neering and  mechanical  engineering  are  approaching  in  one  or 
two  points,  and  especially  in  the  problems  in  which  cement  is  the 
chief  factor.  In  regard  to  the  clip  proposed  by  Prof.  Lanza  and 
Mr.  Sondericker,  those  side  bars  or  side  clips,  in  order  to  keep 
the  specimen  straight,  I  think  will  be  a  serious  objection  in  use 
in  a  laboratory  where  a  great  many  tests  have  to  be  made  for 
work  in  which  large  quantities  of  cement  are  used;  and  the  time 
required    to    keep    those    side    bars    cleaned    must    be    considerable. 

*Broke  in  a  large  cavity  near  edge  of  fractured  section. 

fSubjected  to  a  central  stress  of  640  lbs.  This  was  then  removed  and  the 
eccentric  stress  applied. 
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The  great  objection  to  the  method  proposed  by  the  paper  is  stated 
on  page  177 — "A  load,  nsuallj'  about  one-half  the  breaking  load, 
is  rapidly  applied."  Cement  is  too  brittle  to  have  any  load  ap- 
plied to  it  suddenly  and  then  left  to  stop  even  for  an  instant's 
rest,  and  then  the  load  applied  a  second  time  until  the  specimen 
is  broken.  I  have  myself  broken  a  very  large  number  of  cement 
specimens,  and  at  one  time,  through  carelessness,  I  ran  the  wheel 
of  the  machine  too  far,  so  that  I  did  not  let  the  weight  counter- 
balance. I  stopped  turning  the  wheel  for  a  moment  until  I  ran 
the  weight  out,  and  the  moment  I  turned  the  wheel  again  and  put 
on  more  stress,  the  specimen  broke.  Xow,  as  I  had  a  number  of 
other  specimens  made  at  the  same  time,  I  iimnediately  put  some 
in  the  machine,  and  they  broke  on  an  average  of  100%  higher. 
Undoubtedly  the  reason  of  the  first  briquette's  apparent  weakness 
was  due  to  the  irregularity  of  applying  the  load.  I  afterwards 
made  some  experiments  on  this  point,  and  found  that  you  could 
not  rely  on  the  strength  of  3'our  cement,  if,  at  any  time  during 
the  testing,  you  stopped  the  pressure  even  for  an  instant.  So  far 
as  eccentricity  goes,  I  think  that  the  present  method  of  using 
cone  points  or  knife  edges  at  right  angles  prevents  the  specimen 
from  getting  very  far  from  the  central  line;  and  that  the  great 
difference  sliown  in  the  results  of  tests  is  due  more  to  careless- 
ness in  mixing  tlian  to  mechanical  difficulties,  although  the  present 
form  of  briquette  is  far  from  perfect.  The  mixing  of  cement  with 
water  is  very  often  not  done  in  a  uniform  manner;  and  as  cement 
receives  its  strength  from  chemical  reaction,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
briquettes  should  all  be  subjected  to  exactly  the  same  conditions 
in  order  to  obtain  exactly  similar  results.  Also  in  common  prac- 
tice, the  cement  briquettes  are  often  placed  in  zinc  troughs.  The 
zinc  troughs,  with  the  cement  and  water,  which  is  apt  to  be  impure, 
have  a  certain  amount  of  chemical  reaction;  exactly  how  much  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  I  take  the  precaution  of  always  put- 
ting my  briquettes  on  glass.  Another  cause  for  difference  in  re- 
sults of  tests  is  tlie  practice  of  disturbing  the  briquettes  before 
they  are  fully  set;  and  the  cement  becomes  injured  internally. 
Now,  as  it  takes  many  months  for  the  chemical  reactions  finally 
complete  their  work,  this  disturbance  in  15  or  20  minutes  is  much 
too  soon.  I  recommend  that  the  cement  be  left  in  the  molds 
for  at  least  24  hours,  and  covered  with  a  damp  cloth — not  a  wet 
cloth — so  as  to  prevent  the  upper  surface  of  the  briquette  from 
drying  more  rapidly  than  the  rest.     Xow  if  these  precautions  are 
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followed  out,  the  results  will  be  found  to  agree  wonderfully  well. 
I  have  myself  made  tests  where  there  were  four  specimens,  and 
tvvo  broke  at  exactly  the  same  figure;  one  specimen  broke  at  two 
pounds  less,  and  the  other  at  eight  pounds  above,  and  the  aver- 
age pressure  upon  each  was  about  280  pounds.  In  Prof.  Lanza's 
experiments,  the  close  agreement  of  his  results  are  to  be  attrib- 
uted, in  my  opinion,  rather  to  the  precautions  taken  for  a  uni- 
form treatment  of  his  briquettes,  than  to  the  mechanical-  devices 
described  in  his  paper. 

Prof.  Denton. — The  remarks  of  the  last  speaker  give  a  good 
many  instances  of  how  delicate  a  matter  it  is  accurately  to  meas- 
ure the  tensile  strength  of  cement.  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  verify  that.  The  whole  question  of  testing  cement  is  a  very 
delicate  one.  The  tensile  strength  has  very  little  connection  with 
the  usefulness  of  the  cement,  but  it  governs  whether  the  cement, 
after  having  been  made  as  carefully  as  possible,  shall  be  accepted 
or  not,  and  any  refinement  which  can  reduce  the  accidental  error 
so  that  duplicate  tests  can  more  nearly  agi-ee  is  a  very  valuable 
one.  It  can  only  be  arrived  at  by  putting  on  such  adjustments  as 
Prof.  Lanza  has  explained.  I  think  the  work  is  therefore  a  very 
valuable  contribution. 

Prof.  Lanza. — In  regard  to  Mr.  Parsons'  first  criticism,  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  side  bars  or  guides  clean,  for  they 
never  get  dirty  in  use,  as  nothing  comes  in  contact  with  them  to 
make  them  dirty. 

As  to  his  criticism  on  our  applying  one-half  the  breaking  load 
rapidly,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  word  rapidly  must  convey  to  him 
a  different  impression  from  that  intended;  it  is  merely  meant  that 
this  portion  of  the  load  is  applied  more  rapidly  than  the  remain- 
der. Xevertheless  Mr.  Parsons  seems  to  think  that  the  mere 
fact  of  stopping  to  loosen  the  guides  will  vitiate  the  results. 
However  this  may  be,  it  is  not  necessary  that  any  stoppage 
should  be  made  in  the  testing,  and  hence  this  is  not  a  criticism 
of  the  apparatus  used  and  advocated  in  the  paper.  In  point  of 
fact,  however,  a  stoppage  when  the  load  has  not  yet  passed  half 
the  breaking  load  cannot  have  (of  itself)  at  all  as  great  an  effect 
in  producing  lack  of  uniformity  as  Mr.  Parsons  implies;  for,  in 
our  tests  we  do  not  get  (although  we  have  made  the  stoppage) 
any  such  large  variations. 

Mr.  Parsons  then  attributes  our  uniform  results  to  our  care  in 
securing  a  uniform  treatment  of  the  hri(|uettcs   ratlier  than   to  the 
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metliod  of  making  the  tests.  We  do  necessarily  take  every  pre- 
caution to  secure  a  uniform  treatment,  knowing  full  well  that 
without  that  we  could  not  secure  uniformity  of  results.  But  if 
the  apparatus  had  no  influence  in  producing  uniformity  of  re- 
sults we  should  not  obtain  any  greater  regularity  than  others 
who  have  taken  equal  care  in  tlie  treatment. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  Maclay,  who  is,  I  suppose,  one  of 
the  most  careful  experimenters  with  the  ordinary  machinery,  ob- 
tained a  variation  of  20%  very  freqiiently,  and  sometimes  as  much 
as  35%,  while  we  do  not  get  such  variations. 
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FRICTIOX  IX  TOOTHED  GEARTXG. 

BY  OAETANO  LANZA,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Bi:foi!K  presenting  to  the  society  a  paper  so  full  of  long  equa- 
tions, a  l)rief  statement  will  be  made  of  the  reasons  that  led  to 
writing  it,  the  assumptions  on  which  the  work  is  based,  and  the 
conclusions  which  seem  to  be  warranted  by  the  results  of  the  com- 
putations. At  the  last  annual  meeting  a  paper*  on  the  efficiency  of 
gear  teeth  was  presented,  w-ritten  by  Prof.  Keuleaux,  and  certain 
conclusions  were  drawn  by  bira,  one  of  which  was  that  the  work 
lost  in  friction  is  greater  with  the  involute  than  with  the  epicy- 
cloidal  form  of  tooth.  This  conclusion,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
others  which  he  drev.-,  was  challenged  by  several  of  the  members 
of  the  society,  who,  making  their  computations  by  other  methods 
which  they  claimed  were  more  e.xact,  drew  precisely  the  opposite 
conclusions  from  Prof.  Eeuleaux  in  the  cases  referred  to,  and  also 
in  iithcr  rases. 

,M(iivii\ci-,  Prof.  Keuleaux's  work,  and  also  all  the  reasoning  of 
his  oppdnrnts,  were  based  on  purely  theoretical  grounds,  and  all  the 
■iolutions  presented  were  approximate.  Indeed,  all  the  solutions 
that  the  writer  has  seen  in  print,  including  those  of  Rankine, 
Herrmann,  and  Moseley,  are  only  approximations. 

The  present  investigation  was  undertaken  in  order  to  determine, 
if  possible,  who,  if  any,  were  right  in  their  conclusions. 

While  the  writer  is  one  who  believes  that  this  question  can  only 
be  correctly  answered  by  experiment,  and  that  the  experiments  to 
be  made  will  require  very  delicate  measurements,  and  a  more  accu- 
rate experimental  knowledge  than  is  now  possessed  of  the  small 
errors  of  dynamometers,  nevertheless,  in  tiie  present  paper,  the 
reasoning  is  upon  a  purely  theoretical  basis,  but  no  approximations 
have  been  made  in  the  deduction  of  the  formulffi  for  the  work  lost 
in  friction,  and  tlie  consequent  efficiency  of  the  gears  when  the 
friction  of  the  journals  in  their  bearings  is  not  taken  into  account, 
*No.  CCXVII.  Trans.  A.  S.  M.  E.,  Vol.  VIII.,  p.  «. 
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tliis  being  the  only  case  to  be  considered  liere.  Hence  the  correct- 
ness of  the  results  depends  only  upon  the  correctness  of  the  as- 
sumptions made  to  start  with,  and  these  will  now  be  discussed. 
Although  the  present  paper  deals  fully  as  much  with  the  practical 
cases  where  more  than  one  pair  of  teeth  are  in  action  at  once,  as 
witii  the  ease  where  only  one  pair  is  in  action  at  once,  nevertheless, 
the  assumptions  made  in  this  latter  case  will  be  discussed  first,  as 
that  is  the  only  one  that  is  dealt  with  by  Eeuleaux  and  the  other 
writers  referred  to  above. 

The  efiiciency  of  any  pair  of  gears  will  be  different  for  every 
different  distribution  of  the  pressure,  and  this  will,  when  only  one 
pair  of  teeth  is  in  action  at  once,  vary  with  the  variation  of  the 
work  done  by  the  following,  and  the  variation  of  the  energy  im- 
parted to  the  driving  gear  of  the  pair.  To  compute  the  efficiency 
of  a  given  pair  of  gears  for  every  possible  distribution  of  the 
pressure  that  can  occur  in  practice  would  be  an  impossibility. 
Hence  it  would  seem  to  be  reasonable  to  adopt  for  our  assumption 
in  this  regard,  one  which  should  be  fulfilled  in  a  large  number  of 
practical  cases,  and  we  should  then  have  an  exact  solution  for  these 
cases,  whereas,  for  gears  under  different  conditions  the  results  of 
our  computations  can  only  be  considered  as  approximate. 

The  assumption  made  in  this  paper,  whether  one  pair  or  more 
than  one  pair  of  teeth  are  in  action  at  once,  is  that  the  moment  of 
the  resistance  is  constant.  This  is  equivalent  to  assuming  that  the 
work  done  by  the  following  gear  is  constant.  The  above,  and  the 
ordinarily  accepted  laws  of  friction  are  the  only  assumptions  made 
in  the  case  when  only  one  pair  of  teeth  is  in  action  at  once. 

When  two  pairs  of  teeth  are  in  action  at  once,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  make  another  assumption  in  addition  to  that  of  a  constant 
moment  of  resistance,  as  this  alone  does  not  determine  the  way  in 
which  the  work  is  divided  between  the  two  pairs  of  teeth  in  action. 
Fonnulffi  are  worked  out  in  this  paper,  based  iqwn  each  of  the  two 
following  assumptions,  viz.: 

(a)  That  the  work  done,  ;ni(l  hence  the  moment  of  the  resist- 
ance, is  at  all  limes  ciiually  ihMiliMl  between  the  two  pairs  of  teeth 
in  action. 

(/))  That  the  moiiient  of  the  resistance  is  so  dividetl  betwei'u  the 
two  pairs  in  action  as  to  cause  tliera  to  wear  equally;  this  being 
the  assumption  proposed  by  Mr.  Hugo  Bilgram. 

When  (b)  is  used,  a  third  one  has  to  be  made,  and  that  aduiited 
hei-e  is  that  thi'  wear,  as  estimated  in  a  normal  direction,  is  propor- 
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tioiuil    t(i   the   jiroiliK-t   of   tlu'    norni;il    pressing   and   the    velocity   of 

^li,liIlJr.* 

Bv  way  of  a  siuiniiary  ue  may  say  that  when  assumption  (a)  is 
used  the  assumptions  made  are  the  following: 

1.  The  ordinary  friction  theories. 

i.  The  constancy  of  the  moment  of  resistance. 

3.  The  equal  division  of  tlie  moment  of  resistance  between  the 
two  pairs  of  teeth  in  action. 

On  the  other  hand,  wlien  ( //)  is  used  the  assumptions  made  are 
the  following : 

1.  The  ordinary  friction  theories. 

2.  The  constancy  of  the  moment  of  resistance. 

3.  The  condition  of  equal  wear. 

4.  The  proportionality  of  the  normal  wear  to  tlie  product  of 
the  normal  pressure  and  the  velocity  of  sliding. 

Before  discussing  the  results  which  will  be  found  later  in  this 
paper,  it  will  be  observed  that,  after  the  deduction  of  formulse  for 
the  efficiency  of  gears  in  the  case  where  only  one  pair  of  teeth  is 
in  action  at  once,  the  numerical  etfieiencies  of  certain  special  cases 
of  epicycloidal  and  involute  teeth  have  been  computed,  which  will 
be  found  on  pages  195,  196;  and  it  seems  to  the  writer  that  from  a 
consideration  of  the  formulae  and  examples  we  may  fairly  conclude: 

1.  That  whether  the  epicycloidal  or  the  involute  form  of  tooth 
is  the  most  efficient  depends  upon  the  proportions  used  for  each, 
and  that  either  one  may  be  more  efficient  than  the  other  according 
lo  the  way  these  proportions  are  chosen. 

'i.  That  the  efficiency  of  involute  gears  is  not,  as  has  been 
elaimed  by  Mr.  George  B.  Grant  and  others,  independent  of  the 
obliquity ;  the  reason  why  they  have  drawn  an  erroneous  conclusion 
in  this  regard  being  the  approximations  which  they  have  introduced 
into  their  work. 

3.  The  differences  between  the  efficiencies  deduced  for  the  four 
eases  computed  are  so  small  that  it  seems  to  the  writer  tliat  they 
could  be  easily  masked  by  any  of  the  following  matters : 

(a)   By  any  variation  in  the  coefficient  of  friction. 

(Ij)   By  any  inaccuracy  in  our  friction  theories. 

(r)   By  any  irregularity  in  the  distribution  of  the  pressure. 

4.  Hence  follows  the  conclusion  already  stated,  that  the  ques- 
tion can  only  be  correctly  answered  by  experiment. 

*  This  the  writer  supposed  to  be  in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  made  by  Mr. 
Bilgram.     See  Trans.  Am.  See.  Mech.  Eng'rs,  Vol.  VIIL,  page  76. 
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CASE  WHEN-  MOIiK  TIIAX  ONE  PAIR  OF  TEETH  ARE  IX  ACTIOX  AT  OXCE. 

As  to  a  cliok-e  between  the  two  assumptions  of  eqiial  division 
of  work,  01-  of  equal  wear,  we  must  observe: 

1.  The  formula  based  upon  the  first  are  identical  with  those 
deduced  for  the  case  Avhere  only  one  pair  of  teeth  is  in  action  at 
once,  and  they  are  far  simpkM-  tlian  those  based  upon  the  last  as- 
sumption. 

2.  Although  the  arguments  advanced  by  Mr.  Hugo  Bilgram  in 
favor  of  the  equal  wear  theory  possess  some  plausibilitv%  it  is  not 
at  all  certain  that  the  wear  is  equal. 

3.  The  assumption  that  the  normal  wear  is  proportional  to  the 
product  of  the  normal  pressure  and  the  velocity  of  sliding,  which 
we  make  use  of  when  we  adopt  .the  equal  wear  theory,  is  in  accord 
with  what  may  be  called  the  more  modern  theory  of  friction,  and 
although  this  last  is  more  popular  than  the  older  theory  at  present, 
nevertheless  it  is  known  that  in  certain  cases  of  pivot  friction  it 
leads  to  conclusions  which  are  manifestly  absurd. 

4.  Finally,  an  inspection  of  the  table  on  page  204,  in  which  are 
determined  the  efficiencies  of  what  the  writer  believes  to  be  the 
Brown  &  Sharpe  system  of  epicycloidal  and  involute  gears,  will 
show  such  small  differences  between  the  two  forms,  that  as  it  seems 
to  the  writer,  they  might  be  easily  masked  by  any  of  the  matters 
mentioned  before  as  liable  to  mask  the  differences  when  only  one 
pair  of  teeth  is  in  action  at  once. 

5.  The  smallness  of  the  differences  between  the  results  of 
making  the  computations  by  the  two  different  assumptions  would 
warrant  our  using  the  first,  on  account  of  its  greater  simplicity, 
whenever  it  is  desired  merely  to  determine  the  efficiency  of  the 
gears;  and,  as  has  been  already  stated,  it  does  not  seem  to  the  writer 
that  we  are  warranted  in  making  comparisons  between  different 
kinds  of  gearing,  on  the  basis  of  such  small  differences  as  those  in 
tliis  table.  The  formula}  will  now  be  deduced,  and  the  tables  of 
results  given.  In  the  ease,  however,  of  the  assumption  of  equal 
wear,  the  formuUe  will  be  given,  but  their  deduction  will  be 
omitted  on  account  of  its  length. 

In  this  discussion  the  friction  of  the  journals  on  their  bearings 
is  left  out  of  consideration,  and  the  weight  of  the  gears  is  assumed 
to  be  without  apprecialjle  influence,  and  the  notation  used  is  sub- 
stantially that  of  Moseley. 
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].et  tlK'  (riifcT  dl'  tlio  driver  he   /.' ;  and  that  of  the  follower,   C. 
Lt't  /',  ln'  iIk'  drixing  force,  its  leverage  l)eirig 

BD  =  a,. 
Let  P..  I)e  tile  resistance,  its  leverage  being 

CE  =  a.,. 


N  CONTACT  AT  ONE  TIME. 


We  will  tirst  consider  the  case  when  only  one  pair  of  teeth  is  in 
contact  at  one  time.  The  ■  resultant  pressure  between  the  two  teeth 
in  contact  (see  Fig.  -±6)  must  make  an  angle  cp  (the  angle  of  fric- 
tion) with  the  common  normal  at  the  point  of  contact;  hence  its 
line  of  direction  will  be  XM,  where  the  angle  APN  =  q).  If  we 
denote  its  magnitude  by  7.',  we  must  hate,  from  the  conditions  of 
equilibrium,  if  we  let  BM  =  »;,  and  CN  =  w,, 

l\a,  =  7?m,,  (1) 

/V«2  =  ^'"2-  (2) 

Hence,  ^^J^  (3) 


.\nd 
teeth. 


L'ciuations  must  always  hold,  wiiatever  the  form  of  the 
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Wc'  must  next  (leteriiiinc  the  values  of  iii^  and  vi.,,  observing  that 
the  expressions  wliich  represent  them  during  the  approach  will  be 
different  from  those  which  represent  them  during  the  recess.  Their 
values  during  the  approach  may  be  deduced  as  follows  (see  Fig.  46)  : 

Let  BA  =  i\,  CA  =  r,,  AP  =  A,  this  being  the  length  of  the  line 
joining  the  pitch  point  with  the  point  of  contact,  and  let  the  angle 


PAB   : 


Fi"-. 


Then  we  have  from  the  figure, 
m  ,=BM  =  Bt-\-  tM  =  i\  sin  BA  t  +  A  sin  /'  A  i ; 
III,  =  r,  sin  (6  — cf)  +  \smcf.  (i) 

III.,  =  ex  =  CS  —  SX  =  r„  sin  ^AV  —  A  sin  APX : 
III.,  =  i:^  sin  {6  —  q)  —  A  sin  c/-.  (5) 

ithci-  hand,  we  shall  have,  during  the  arc  of  recess    (see 


III,  =  i\  sin  (6  -{-  (j^)  -{-  K  sin  cp.  (6) 

ni^  =  r,  sin  {6  -\-  (p)  —  A  sin  (p.  (7) 

By  substituting  these  values  of  iii,  and  iu„  in  equations  (1),  {'i), 
and  (3),  they  will  assume  the  following  forms,  which  hold,  what- 
ever be  the  forms  of  the  teetli. 


r\a 

=  R,\i\n  {d  -  qi)  +  R\  i\n  9-                                 (^) 

P/, 

,  =  Rr,  sin  {6  —  qj)  —  i?A  sin 

</..                                (») 

ri+      ^^'""V     ^ 

(10) 

■  Ri'J-2  "  ?'3                 A  sin  (p 
y-       r.sm{e-cp) 

Keie?:; : 

P/i 

.  =  Rr. 

im{0  +  (p)  +  iJAsin  cp. 

(11) 

P.M 

=  Rv 

sin  {1^  +  (p)  —  R^  sin  qj. 

(12) 

■  P./f-  ~  '>'".\  ^          '  ^  sin  f^ 

(13) 

[       minie+cp)} 

Let  now  y  dtnote  tlie  angle  turned  thi-oiigh  lay  the  follower  since 
the  time  wlien  the  point  of  contact  was  on  the  line  BC ;  then  will 
the  corresponding  angle  turned  through  1)Y  the  driver  be 


and  we  shall  also  have 

dij'  =  elementary  angle  turned  through  by  the  follower, 

--  dii<  =  elementarv  angle  turned  through  bv  the  driver, 
r, 

Xow  let 

1/^1  =  angle  turned  through  by  follower  during  approach. 

T^',  =  angle  turned  through  by  follower  during  recess. 

L\  =  work  done  by  driver  during  approach. 

U^  =  work  transmitted  by  follower  during  approach. 

U^  =  work  done  by  driver  during  recess. 

U^  =  work  transmitted  by  follower  during  recess. 
Then   we   can   readily   obtain   from    (10)    and    (13)    the    following 
equations : 

Approach : 

"  'i  I  A.  sin  cp        I 


(^  T-j  sin  {6  —  <p) 
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Eecess : 

X  sin  cp 


"  A.  sin  (p 

~  r.2  sin  {6  +  cp)  J 

And  these  two  equations  are  entirely  general ;  i.  e.,  they  always  hold, 
whatever  the  form  of  the  teeth,  and  whatever  assumption  be  made 
in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  the  pressure  varies  at  different 
points  in  the  path  of  contact. 

Under  the  assumption  of  a  constant  moment  of  resistance,  they 
become : 

Approach : 


r,  sin  (0  —  gA 
U,  =  P.a.\     \ ^ \clip.  (16) 

I 


[  Tc,  sin  {d  —  qi) 


Eecess : 

f               ;isin9, 

C7,=-P^*' 

7-1  sin  {6  +  cp) 

.,            A  sin  9> 

l_          7-2  sin  {6  +  cp) 

And  we  then  have  also 

l\  =  P.CUV,, 

L\  =  P^a.v., 

and  from  these  e(|Uiitions 

ve  can  find  the  effieien 

U,  +  U' 

■  dtp.  (17) 


EPICYCLOIDAL   TEETH. 

The  only  cases  that  w-ill  be  discussed  here  are  those  where   the 
same  describing  circle  is  used  for  the  approach  and  recess. 
Let  /•  =  radius  of  the  describing  circle,  and  let 
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Tlu'n     wo     sliall     liavc 
shown  in  tlu'  lii^ure,  wliei 


11 A  =i;.CA  =  (•.,. 
DA  =  r,  AP  =  A. 


Arc  .1/"  =  i\yK 

.-.  an-io  ADP  =  '^  i/; 


and  A  =  .If  =  ^c  sin     


in  eif. 


Also  it  will  be  evident  from  the  figure  that 


{eip  +  cf}. 


If  we  make  these  substitutions  in  equations   (16)   and   (IT),  and 
make  the  necessary  integrations,  we  shall  obtain 

A,.,.,,,:,,-!,: 


r,  = 


^|[l^(l_|)(l^^2)tan^^J,^,_(L%g;)tan^log,(cos.f.-[l^"-^]ton^sin.^.) 


.(18) 


lliv,  - 


^\b^{^^m^-%h"''Wi^^%)y^^^^^^^^  (19) 

l  +  (l-|)\an^* 

Having  found  the  values  of  6\  and  ["3  as  above,  we  can  readily 
deduce  the  efficiency  whose  value  is 

U2+JL 
f/.  +  u, 

When  /■'  =  00  ,  or  the  driver  becomes  a  rack,  we  merely  substi- 
tute its  value;  certain  terms  drop  out.  and  there  is  no  indetermi- 
nation. 
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AMien   ;•„  =  oo  .  or  the   follower  becomes  a   rack,  we  must   make 
certain  substitutions  as  follows: 

Let  .4  J  =  i\y\  =  arc  of  approach. 

Let  A^  =  r„ij>^  =  arc  of  recess. 

Observe  that  in  this  case  a„  =  r^. 
Then  we  maj'  write 


P2a2 


2Pr, 


e'f\  = 


et, 


2r 


A. 
2r'  ""      2r  r^      r.      "" 

If    these    substitutions    be    made,    we    have    the    formula    which 
applies  when  the  follower  is  a  rack. 

Before  making  any  numerical  computations  under  this  case,  we 
will  first  deduce  the  corresponding  formula  for  involutes. 


IXVOLUTE    TEETH. 


Let  angle  PAD  =  i]  =  the  obliquity.  Then  if  P  is  the  point 
of  contact  corresponding  to  tlie  angle  ly  turned  through  by  the  fol- 
lower, we  shall  have 


A=     AP 
e  =  PAB 


,)/'  cos  t], 


iV  +  ^f), 
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HeiK-e  from  equations  (l(j)  and  (K)  wo  obtain: 
A].i>roa.h : 


r,  =  -  p..(h 

n,  =  -  P,a, 


I  r,  V        rj  cos?/  sm  qo    ^   \        cos  (17  +  <p)^'J  S  ' 


[r,         \        rj  C03  r/  sin  <p    *   V        cos  (v-<p)    ./  ) 
"When  /-J  =  00  ,  or  tlie  driver  becomes  a  rack,  we  merely  substi- 
tute this  value,  certain  terms  drop  out,  and  there  is  no  indetemii- 
nation. 

TOien   )•,  =00  ,  or  the   follower   becomes   a   rack,   equations    (20) 
and    (21)   would  become  indeterminate.     To  remove  the  indetermi- 

A 
nation  put  a„  =  i\,  and  for  1^'  write  —  .  where  .-1  =  r„tf',  and  intro- 
duce A  as  the  independent  variable,  and  put  r„  =  00  before  making 
the  integrations. 
We  thus  obtain 
Approach : 

f  .-1,       cos  11  siu  tf   1 

[  2/-,  eos(»/  +  <?^)    J 


Becf^f 


C3  =  PuJl+^       cos.sm,    I  ^^3^ 

J  2>-i  cos  (»;  —  <?)   J 


EXAMPLES. 

In  the  following  four  examples  we  will  assmne  a  pair  of  30-tooth 
gears,  the  diameter  of  whose  pitch  circles  is  15  inches,  the  addenda 
being  so  taken  as  to  give  one  tooth .  contact.  This  will  give  us  in 
all  four  eases: 

/'i  =  ;•,  ^  7. "5;  ip^  =  V'2=  57:-     Assume   in   all   cases   tan   (p  =  0.1. 

I.  Given  r  =  l."875,  the  teeth  being  epicycloidal.  Find  the 
efficiency. 

Result,  efficiency  =  0.9895. 

II.  Given  /•  =  3." 75,  the  teeth  being  epicj-cloidal.  Find  the  effi- 
ciency. 

Eesult,  efficiency  =  0.9886. 
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III.  Givon  );  =  14°,  the  teotli  being  involutes.  Find  the  effi- 
ciency. 

Eesult,  efficiency  =  O.OiiOl. 

IV.  (Jiven  »;  =  18°,  the  teetli  being  involutes.  Find  the  effi- 
ciency. 

Eesult,  efficiency  =  0.1)894. 

TWO   01!    JIOIiK   PAIRS   OF  TEETH   IN   fONTACT. 

Let  Pj,  P„,  o„  a.,,  have  the  same  meanings  as  before. 

Let  R  denote  the  resultant  pressure  between  the  forward  pair 
of  teeth ;  /?,,  that  between  the  second,  etc. 

Let  m/,  ;y/j",  etc.,  be  the  perpendiculars  from  B  on  R,  R^,  etc., 
respectively. 

Let  111^',  III.,",  etc.,  be  the  perpendiculars  from  ('  on  R,  R^,  etc., 
respectively. 

Then  we  must  ha\e  the  e(iuations 


P,a, 

=  Rm 

j'  +  7?i»(i 

"  +  etc., 

(24) 

I'M, 

=^Rm 

2    +  Rl'>'-2 

"  +  etc. 

(25) 

And,  moreover,  the  jiressures  R,  R^,  etc.,  make  angles  (p  with  the 
normals  at  the  points  of  contact  as  shown  in  the  figure.  In  order 
to  work  out  the  efficiency  of  a  pair  of  gears  where  more  than  one 
pair  of  teeth  are  in  contact  at  the  same  time,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  some  assumption  in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  the  work  is 
divided  between  the  ditferent  pairs  of  teeth. 

A.SSU.MPTION    OF    EQUAL    DIVISION    OF    WORK. 

Let 

a  =  pitch  angle, 
lyij  =  angle  of  approach, 
ip,  =  angle  of  recess, 

all  measured  on  the  followei';  and  let  i^i  /  «,  y  /  «>  so  as  to  in- 
clude all  cases  where  two  pairs  of  teeth  are  in  contact  simulta- 
neously, either  all  or  a  part  of  the  time. 

The  assumption  of  equal  division  of  work  gives : 

P.a„. 
Rm„  =  R^m^    =    " 

.-.  /',(/„  =  2Rm.,'  =  2R^iru". 
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Xow.  we  shall  asi-urtain  tlu'  work  requirfil  to  1r.  exerted  on  tlie 
driver  during  the  action  of  one  given  pair  of  teeth,  by  separating 
tlie  whole  period  ^'^  -\-  \f\  of  contact  of  one  tooth  on  the  follower 
into  the  several  parts,  when  two  pairs  are  engaged,  and  when  one 


pair  alone  are  engaged,  and  tlien  determine  the  work  to  be  exerted 
on  the  driver  corresponding  to  each  of  these  parts.  Then,  by 
adding  them  all  togetiier,  we  shall  obtain  the  entire  work  corre- 
sponding to  the  angle  \i\  +  xp2- 

Xow,  let  us  call  the  angle  made  by  a  tooth  with  the  line  of  cen- 
ters, the  angle  made  with  the  line  of  centers  by  the  radius  of  that 
point  of  the  face  of  the  tooth  that  lies  on  the  pitch  circle.  Then  we 
shall  have,  in  the  motion  of  any  one  tooth,  the  following  four  stages; 
moreover,  to  fix  the  ideas,  we  will  assume  the  path  of  approach 
to  lie  to  the  left,  and  that  of  recess  to  the  right,  of  the  pitch  point : 

1°.  From  angle  \p^  to  angle  a  —  »/»2  to  the  left  of  the  pitch  point 
the  tooth  is  in  approach  while  the  tooth  ahead  of  it  is  in  recess. 
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2°.  From  a  —  y\  to  U  the  tootli  is  in  approach  and  is  acting 
alone. 

3°.  From  0  to  a  —  ly',  to  the  right  of  the  pitcli  point  the  tooth  is 
in  recess  and  is  acting  alone. 

4°.  From  a  —  v'l  ^^  y\  the  tooth  is  in  recess  witli  the  tooth  he- 
hind  it  in  approach. 

Moreover,  we  have  also: 

5°.  The  corresponding  angles  for  the  forward  tooth  correspond- 
ing to  1°  are 

a  —  i/'i  and  y^. 

6°.  Tlie  corresponding  angles  for  the  rear  tooth  corresponding  to 
4°  are 

y    and  a  —  y^. 

Xow  the  angle  from  i)\  to  a  —  if,  of  the  approach,  and  also  the 
angle  from  a  —  i/»i  to  v'2  of  the  recess  is  passed  over  by  two  pairs  of 
teeth    successively,    each    pair    having    the    moment    of    resistance 

— |-?,  which  is  equivalent  to  having  one  pair  of  teeth  pass  over  these 

angles  with  the  moment  P^a,.  The  remainder  of  the  angle  rp^  -\-  rp,, 
i.e.,  that  from  a  —  v'2  to  ^  of  the  approach  and  that  from  0  to 
a  —  y,  of  the  recess  by  only  a  single  pair  of  teeth  having  the  mo- 
ment of  resistance  PoO,.  Hence  the  work  done  by  the  driver 
while  the  follower  turns  through  the  angle  t/'i  +  v^,  is, 

^  ^        A  sin  cp        ~\ 
,   .   ,  i\  sin  (0  —  cp) 

u,^p.o.,i    — i^^ — "n^j^, 

X  sin  q)         j 


[  r,  sin  {6  -  cp)  '} 


A  sin 


I  i\  sin  (<9  +  ^)  J 

This  is  the  same  equation  (in  fonn)  that  was  deduced  for  only 
one  pair  of  teeth  in  action  at  once,  and  it  is  equally  true  (in  form) 
for  any  number  of  pairs  in  action  simultaneously.  Hence  we  nniy 
say  that  the  following  are  the  formulae  for  the  work  to  be  exerted 
on  the  driver  while  the  follower  traverses  the  angle  y^  +  y)^. 
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EPHYri.OlDS. 


I  l+A-'^-)A+'^)tan=*le.(.,-("^'+^)tan*log,rcos(:V/,  -  (l4-^)taD  *  eiiif*,    11 


'    1  :.(.4:)San»*  J 


(  r,  \        n  /  cos  77  sm^?)    °\        cos  (77  4-  <p)  '^  /  i 

-  P.a,  ^ ^  ti.  +  (1  +  Ii)^£!i?_^:^^  ]og.  (1  -  ^^  ^,)  [ ,   (2T 

•Mr,  V         r,  /  cos  ?/  sin  <p     ^   V        cos  {})  —  <p)  ^  J  S 


thei^e  fonmila?  being  the  same  as  those  given  when   onl}'  one  pair 
:  teeth  is  in  action  at  once. 

Wlien  either  the  driver  or  the  follower  is  a  rack,  the  same  course 
is  to  be  pursued  as  was  indicated  in  the  case  of  one-tooth  con- 
tact. It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  when  these  formulfe  are  used 
for  more  than  one  pair  of  teeth  in  action  at  once,  they  are  based 
on  the  assumption  that  the  moment  of  the  resistance  is  at  all  times 
divided  eijually  between  the  separate  pairs  of  teetli. 

ASSUMPTIOX  OF  EQUAL  WEAR. 

In  this  case  only  the  resulting  formulae  will  be  given  for  epicy- 
cloidal  and  involute  gearing,  tlie  deduction  being  omitted. 

Let  t'j'  denote  the  work  done  by  the  driver  during  that  part  of 
the  contact  of  a  given  pair  of  teeth  while  two  pairs  are  in  action; 
and  r,"  that  done  by  the  driver  while  only  one  pair  is  in  action. 

Tlien  we  shall  liave 


BPICYCLOIDAL   TEETH. 

Let 

'if  tan  ((.  sec  cu  .  2r  tan  y  sec  ea 

~  i\  tan  ea  —  2r  tan  </  '  '    "^       ^  ''2  ^'^^  ^^  +  ~''  ^^^  V  ' 
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Tlic'ii  will 

tan  {.t.  -  f)].  .»-.  [(;-±-*)*,.™  (.ft  _  I')]  |.  .    ,28) 

In  order  to  obtain  the  whole  of  the  work  to  be  perforuiecl  upon 
the  driver  during  tlie  entire  action  of  the  tooth  selected,  we  must 
add  to  (28)  the  work  corresponding  to  the  two  middle  periods  when 
there  is  only  one  pair  of  teetli  in  action.  This  latter  is  to  be 
found  from  the  following  formula : 

f  1  +        ^  S'"  (P        1 


U,"  =  P,a,\l- 


I  ?'i  sin  (6  —  qt)   I 

I    J  _        \  Sin  cp        I 
I,  i\  sill  (p 


(p)  \ 
1  + 

1 

A  sin  qj 

o  sin  (B  +  cp) 

1  _  - 

A  sin  cp 

P-^u\     "i  r-: -'   \  d,^',      (29)1 

[  ^  ~  i\  sin  {d  +  9>)  J 
by  making  the  proper  substitution!!.  Then  we  have  for  the  total 
work  to  be  done  upon  the  driver,  while  the  follower  describes  the 
angle  i/'i  +  ^2,  the  expression 


If,    hoW' 


case:    wi 

KX   A   ItACK    IS   THE  DlilVEIi. 

When    i\  =  00  ,     (28) 

wouhl    become    indeterminate 

ever,  we  observe  that 

2/-  tan  cp  sec  ea 

tan  cu '  tan  f/ 

r 

and  ihal.  when  /•,  =  oo  ,  t 

lis  becomes 

and  if  we  substitute  this  for  \\a  in  the  di'iiominator  of   (28).  all  the 
indetcrminatiou  disapijcars. 

The   mode   of   removing   the    indctenuination    from    (29)    is    the 
same  as  was  previously  explained. 


•;U    GE.VKIXG. 


■:X   A   ItAfK   IS  THE  FOLLOWEK. 


,  u   r.,  =  X  ,   \vr    need    to    make   the   following   substitutions    in 
itferential  equaliou  I'rmii  which  (28)  is  derived. 
:    .1,  =  art.-    of    a]i]iniarli.    .L  =  art'    of    recess.    .4  =  arc    whose 
measured  on  the  follower  is  ly,  and  let  //  =  the  ])itch : 

it  =  —  ,    >l\=  —  ,    '(2=  —  ,  «'/  =  — ) 

'-2  »'2  ''2  ^3 

«=^,  «2='2,#=27'   ''""27-- 

i::..!-«-(i,.-4)i-(i-T> 

.   r'  =  2P,r  •■  ^^'  ^^"  '^  -  1  I   J7>---li-4  ^ 

«[»Ki-4')-KT-fe)](;         " 

The  cluinges  to  be  made  in  equation    (2!))    have  already  been  ex- 
plained. 

INVOLUTE    TEETH. 

Let 

_  cos  {1]  —  qj)  A  _  9  '2  ^^^  ^  ^'"  ^ 

~  COS  (;;  +  (p)'  "  Vi  cos  (7  +  9>)' 

2  cos  77  sin  <»  ,  a  —  l'—ca 

c  =  -, ^ ^1  and  ('  = 

cos  {rj  +  (p)  la 

Then 

6V  =  2P../3  (^^^j(«  -  i;  -  >p,)  +  P^r ^ ^ 

log,-^ ^ I   [  +2P.a.^ ^ 

1  [c^-^yj    [G--y)l 
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The  value  of  L\"  can  be  decluced  from  equation  (29)  b)'  making; 
the  suitable  substitutions  and  integrations,  or  it  can  be  derived 
directly  from  (27)  by  substituting  a  —  i/',  for  i/'j,  and  a  —  ^\  for  tp^- 

Then  will  the  total  work  be  to  exerted  on  the  driver,  while  the 
follower  describes  the  angle  v'l  +  V2'  ^e 

U,'  +  U,".  ^ 

When  a  nick  drives,  i\  =  go,  .•.  b  =  0.  but  no  indeterminatioa 
arises. 

case:    whex  a  back  is  the  follower. 

To  remove  the  indetermination,  make  the  following  substitua 
tions    in    the    differential    equation    from    which    (31)    is    derived* 

o.  =.n,  d-  =  —  dd-  =  —^ ,  —  =  h^,  a  =  £-.     Tlien,  wlien  r-,  =  00  ,  we 
have 


^1 


f     1  «  7, 

\   A       V  —  A 


tA,           \     Jl         p    —   Ji                   \  1 

Ti'=2R\         ■{ [dA  ■! 

[      A^p-A       }  H 

}p-A,  {              p  +  {a-l)A  i                ^     ' 


h.  an"     C-^'         (a  -  1)  dA      )  \ 


Hence,  by  simple  division,  we  obtain 


dA- 


h.ap'    M-         {a  -  1)  dA 
(«-iyJp-H,i>  +  {a-^)A 


Hence,  by  making  the  integrations  and   inserting  the  limit.-,   we 
have 

U-  =  'iP.\-^[{p-A,Y-Af\-^[_^^,+  \]{A,  +  A,-p)- 

^'«:?^   W  (P+i<^-^)^^\  {.      (32) 
{a-\r^^'\ap-{a-l)Aj\ 

The  manner  of  finding  t"/'  has  already  been  explained. 


Tlieiv  will  now  1h*  iriveu  in  taluibir  forni  the  results  of  using 
the  fornmla'  tliat  liave  been  deihu-ed  to  determine  the  efficiency  of 
an  interchangeable  set  of  epieycloidal  gears  where  the  addendum  is 
equal  to  pitch  divided  by  J^,  tlie  diameter  of  the  describing  circle 
being  one  half  the  diameter  of  the  fifteen-tootli  pinion;  also  the 
efficiency  of  an  interchangeable  set  of  involute  gears  with  the  same 
addendum  as  above  stated,  and  witli  an  obliquity  of  14°  30',  these 
being  usual  systems.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  before  using  the 
foriuulii?  is  to  determine  the  angle  of  approach  and  that  of  recess, 
p-  I'l'^asured  on  the  follower,  and  these  can  be  very  easily  deter- 
;  by  computation. 

I  he  following  tables  the  values  of  these  angles  will  be  given 

ry  case  except  when  the  follower  is  a  rack;  for,  in  that  case, 

1  \  e  to  use  the  ares  instead  of  tlie  angles,  or  else  use  the  angles 

•  asured   on   the    driver.      The   efficiencies   given   in   the   tables 

lieen  determined  on  the  assumption  of  a  coefficient  of  friction 

to  Vio!  and  on  each  of  the  two  assumptions  in  regard  to  the 

"ution  of  pressure  that  have  been  already  referred  to. 

I  he  cases  marked  with  an  asterisk,  i/'i  X'/'s  > '^«,-  '^"'^  hence 

1  pairs  of  teeth  are  in  contact  at  once   during  a  part  of   the 

t'wi  '  I.     When,  therefore,  we  use  the  second  assumption,  the  for- 

1   '    1    already   developed  on  the  assumption  of  equal  wear  do  not 

.  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  develop  formulae  for  three-tooth 

r  in  order  to  determine  the  efficiencies,  if  these  are  to  be  com- 

I  n  u  l)y  the  second  assumption. 

EFFICIEXCY    OF    A    TRAIX    OF   CJEAES. 

\\  lien   we   wish   to  determine   the  efficiency  of   a   train   of  gears, 

it   i-  not  correct  merely  to  determine  the  efficiency  of  each  pair  by 

'       preceding  formuhe,  and  to  multiply  these  efficiencies  together. 

iipro.ximation  to  the  truth  might  be  obtained  by  such  a  pro- 

<_',    but    not    a    correct   result;   for  the   efficiency   of   any   pair 

-  with  the  mode  of  variation  of  the  moment  of  the  resistance, 

:his  mode  of  variation  will  be  different  for  each  successive  gear 

...  ;.ic  train. 

Hence  we  must  use  the  above-described  process  only  while  we 
arc  dealing  with  an  elementary  angle  dy^,  and  make  our  integration 
after  we  have  multiplied  the  elementary  efficiencies. 

To  illustrate  this  method  let  us  assume  that  we  have  a  train  of 
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four  gears,  of  which  Xo.  1  is  the  driver  and  Xo.  4  the  follower,  and 
that  the  arc  of  action  is,  in  every  case,  equal  to  one  pitch. 

Let  us  number  them  successively,  beginning  with  the  driver. 
Let  PjOi  denote  the  driving  moment  exerted  by  gear  Xo.  3,  and 
Pjfl,,  as  before,  the  moment  of  the  resistance  of  gear  Xo.  4.  Let 
B  be  the  pressure  between  the  teeth  of  Xos.  3  and  4,  R^  that 
between  Xos.  2  and  5,  and  /?,  that  between  Xos.  1  and  2. 

Let  the  radii  of  the  pitch  circles  of  the  four  gears  in  their  order 
be  '■„  ''o,-  '■3.  and  i\.  Let  »/i,  and  m^  have  the  same  meanings  as 
before  with  reference  to  Xos.  3  and  4,  h?/,  7n„'  be  the  correspond- 
ing quantities  for  Xos.  2  and  3,  and  111^",  m„"  for  Xos.  1  and  2. 
Then  we  must  have  the  equations 


Rm, 

=     Pjl 

R,w,' 

=  Rm 

R,„K_" 

=  R,n 

1„', 

P,(i, 

=  R.v 

>l"- 

R's  we  obtain 

m, 

l"    '".'  "h 

P,a,. 

'     ^    ~~   "'; 

'."  '"2  >", 

If,  now,  di^>  denote  the  elementary  angle  turned  through  by  the 
follower,  tlien  will  that  turned  through  by  the  driver  be 

—  drp. 

TT  >  ,T.  ^        ^i  -  i\  '"1  "  "'1    "'1 

Hence  we  have       dl  ^  =  P^a^  —  dtp  = j-, ; — -  P^a^dx^', 


and  hi'i,.  ,■  I  ^  =  _M      \,     ',    '  P„a„j^>, 


and  by  tliis  means  we  can  find  the  efficiency  of  the  train. 

The  integration  may  become  very  complex,  and  the  quantity  to 
be  integrated  will  be  different  for  every  different  location  of  the 
axles.  Thus,  when  the  approach  of  a  pair  of  teeth  of  Xos.  3  and  4 
is  just  beginning,  the  pair  in  action  between  X'os.  2  and  3  may  be 
just  beginning  their  approach,  just  finishing  their  recess,  or  any- 
where else,  according  to  the  relative  positions  of  the  axles.  Hence 
it  would  hardly  seem  to  be  worth  while  to  work  out  any  special 
cases  here. 
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Wlien  the  arc  of  contact  is  greater  than  one  pitch  the  complexity 
is  increased,  and  the  uncertainty  is  no  less.  Hence,  when  we- 
desire  to  know  the  efficiency  of  a  train  of  gears  it  would  seem 
be  best  to  obtain  it  by  multiplying  together  the  efficiencies  of  t 
different  pairs,  but  to  bear  in  mind  that  we  thus  obtain  only  an^ 
approximate  solution,  and  not  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  the(, 
result  that  cannot  fairly  be  drawn  in  view  of  the  fact  that  such'" 
lack  of  exactness  exists,  and  has  a  tolerably  wide  range. 


Prof.  J.   Burlitt   Wclih. — There  is  no   doubt   that  the   difference, 
in  friction  between  involute  and  cyeloidal  teeth  is  small,  even  in- 
significant in  many  cases,  and  so  far  I  agree  with  Prof.  La: 
and  others;    the  main   part   of  this  paper,   however,   seems   to 
open  to  criticism. 

Prof.  Lanza  commences  by  characterizing  the  analyses  o: 
Moseley,  Eankine,  Herrmann  and  Eeuleaux  as  "only  approxima- 
tions," and  proposes  to  make  an  exact  treatment  of  the  subject. 
To  one  personally  unacquainted  with  these  masters  of  mechanical 
science  such  a  reference  might  give  a  very  unfair  idea  of  the 
value  of  their  work.  The  statement,  also,  that  '"the  case  where 
only  one  pair  of  teeth  is  in  action  at  once"  "is  the  only  one  that 
is  dealt  with  by  Eeuleaux  and  the  other  writers  referred  to,"  does 
not  agree  with  the  fact  that  Moseley  treats  of  more  than  one  pair 
in  action. 

Examination  shows,  also,  that  the  approximations  complained 
of  are  avoided  in  form  only,  inasmuch  as  they  scarcely  affect  the 
last  place  of  decimals  used  in  this  paper,  and  have  no  effect  upon 
any  of  the  conclusions  drawn.  It  appears,  too,  that  the  attempt 
to  calculate  friction  on  the  supposition  of  equal  wear,  which  is 
the  only  part  of  the  mathematical  treatment  which  can  claim  to  be 
new,  is  based  on  a  misconception  of  the  circumstances  which  de- 
termine the  wear.  The  mathematical  portion  of  the  paper  seems, 
therefore  to  fail  of  any  useful  result. 

The  analysis  in  this  paper  is,  up  to  a  certain  point,  a  free  quo- 
tation from  Moseley,  the  often-important  friction  of  journals  and 
weight  of  wheels  being,  however,  omitted;  at  this  point  a  slight 
change  is  made  in  the  treatment  and  claimed  to  be  an  improve- 
ment, which  is  doubtful.  An  examination  of  the  treatment  of  the 
subject  by  this  eminent  mathematician  forty  years  since  will  con- 
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vince  any  one  of  its  practical  and  complete  nature,  and  tlie  follow- 
ing comparison  therewith  of  the  more  complicated  forms  proposed 
in  this  paper  fails  to  show  any  advantage  over  Moseley's  simpler 
forms. 

If  in  Moseley's  complete  value  for  F^*  we  omit  weight  and  jour- 
nal friction  we  have 

r  1  ^ ^  sin  <p 


rjj.m_{H  -i-  (p)  y   p 


A  sin  cp 


>\  sin  (^  +  <p) 


/■«  s\n  [tl  +  qj)  —  X  sin  (p 
which  being  substituted  in  the  expression  for  the  differential  work 

found  in  article  219.  page  268,  that  expression  becomes,  after  indi- 
<-atiug  the  integration 

U,  =  P.,a..^  f^nsin(^+y)+Asiny> 

■  ')\  Jo  »2  Sin  (6^  +  99)  —  A  sin  (p    ^' 

an  expression  essentially  identical  with  formula  (250),  page  269, 
the  only  difference  being  that  Moseley  has  performed  the  division 
of  the  numerator  of  the  fraction  by  the  denominator  so  as  to  get  a 
decreasing  series,  of  which  he  omits  the  unimportant  terms.  Prof. 
Lanza  holds  that  it  is  more  accurate  to  integrate  the  expression 
as  it  stands. 

To  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  difference  the  analysis  which  fol- 
lows is  confined  to  involute  gearing,  where 

A  =  r,  cos  i]if< ; 

a  similar  discussion,  with  the  proper  value  of  A  for  epieycloidal 
gears,  would  show'  the  superiority  of  Moseley's  treatment  in  that 
case  also,  but  will  not  be  given  on  account  of  space. 


*See  page  267,  "  Engineering  and  Architecture, "  by  Canon  Moseley.     John 
Wiley  &  .Son,  X.  Y.,1866. 
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Substituting  tiiis  value  of  A  in  tlie  last  equation,  remember- 
ing that  sin  (6 -\- (j)  =  cos  (»/  —  q),  and  putting,  for  brevity, 
cos  (t]  —  (/)  =  c  and  eos  »y  sin  (/   =  h,  \ve  get 

7\  i  0  r.,c  —  TiOf 

Moseley's  form,  obtained  by  division,  would  be  (perform  the  di- 
vision in  this  equation,  or  substitute  A  in  Equation  (850),  C]uoted 
on  previous  page)  : 

U,  ^  P,a  |*-|  1  +  ("l  +  'f}\  ft'/'  +  etc.^  j-*/;, 

where    the    "etc."    stands    f  or  ~  ip- -\ ih^+  etc..    the    insignificant 

c-  c 

terms  omitted  by  Mosely. 

Neither  of  these  equa;tions  presents  any  difficiilty  in  integration, 
so  that  we  may  either  use  the  first  and  get  the  form  advocated  in 
the  paper  under  discussion  (where,  though  it  corresponds  with 
ZJg,  we  shall  retain  U^  and,  for  convenience,  drop  the  subscript 
to  )/'  in  the  equations  which  follow),  namely, 

or  we  may  use  the  second,  and  obtain 

where   we  liave   i-e-introdiieed   the   largest   of   the   terms   omitted   by 
Moseley. 

In  view,  now,  of  the  "  etc.,"  Ijoth  of  these  results  are  equally 
accurate,  neither  containing  any  a])proximations,  and  the  second 
form   mav  easily  be  shown  to  be  identical   with  the  first,  thus:  add 


^ulitrait  M  ^i-'-  j  I/'  outside  of  it, 


and  then   multiply  and  divide  this  parenthesis  by ,   which  wil 

c 
reduce  the  last  equation  to 
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where  the  last  parenthesis  is  a  series  for  a   logaritliin,  so  that,  as 
was  to  be  proved, 

Now  the  work  done  by  the  follower  during  recession,  is  P^di'l'j 
dividing  this  by  Moseley's  form  for  U^  we  get 


Effieiencv 


1  +  (  1  +  ^  )  I    i,  +  ^ '-  +  etc. 


rA/H 
rj\c2 


which    corresponds    with     the     reciprocal     of     iloseley's    modulus, 
Equation   (25-4),  page  271. 

Xow  it  will  be  seen  that  the  improv.ement  claimed  upon  Mose- 
'  y"s   work  reduces  itadf  to  the  retention  of  the  terms  Judged  by 

!iim    to    be   unimportant,   namely —^ -^  and   the   more   insignificant 

ones  which  follow  it,  and  we  may  easily  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  the 
oirectness  of  Moseley's  judgment  by  calculating  this  term  for  one 
I  the  worst  cases  of  friction,  say  two  five-toothed  pinions  gearing 
lugether,  with,  say,  15  per  cent,  friction.  In  this  extreme  case 
these  neglected  terms  affect  the  efficiency  by  about  one-half  of  1 
per  cent.  For  the  worse  case  calculated  in  the  paper,  15  teeth 
with  15  teeth,  and  10  per  cent,  friction,  these  terms  would  be  about 
fourteen  times  less,  affecting  only  the  fourth  place  of  decimals,  and 
in  the  most  of  the  eases  calculated  their  effect  would  be  inappre- 
ciable. Consefjuently  the  exact  treatment  and  avoidance  of  ap- 
proximations promised  by  the  author  does  not  exist  in  the  paper, 
which  differs  from  Moseley's  treatment  simply  in  neglecting  the 
decimal  figures  beyond  four  places,  instead  of  throwing  away  the 
terms  of  the  series  corresponding  to  those  figures. 

It  might  be  contended,  however,  that  while  such  terms  may  be 
dropped  in  numerical  work,  they  should  be  retained  when  we  are 
discussing  exact  principles  and  laws;  but  here,  too,  Moseley's  form 
seems  best,  as  it  allows  the  equation  to  be  put  in  various  simple 
forms  answering  plainly  various  questions.     Thus  we  may  put  the 
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ret-iprofal  of  the  effieieiu-y,  i.e.  Moseley's  modulus,  in  the  form 
(omitting  the  higher  terms), 

1  b         2b-    ^ 

Efficiency^  1  +  -_  <p  +  ^ -,  i/'\ 

which  is  adopted  to  equal  driver  and  follower,  and  shows  the  law 
by  which  the  efficiency  increases  when  we  increase  the  number  of 
teeth  of  such  a  pair;  thus  comparing  5  into  5  with  15  into  lo 
teeth,  we  see  that  for  the  latter  case,  ?/>  being  one-third  its  former 

value,  and       heiiiii;  about  one-tenth  for  10  per  cent.,  or  one-seventh 
c  '  ■ 

for  15  i^er  cent,  friction,  the  efficiency  would  be  somewhat  in- 
creased, by  an  amount  "easy  to  calculate.  We  may  also  see  the 
effect  of  the  last  term  on  the  whole  quantity  and  make  sure  that 
it  is  neglectable  in  the  ease  of  15  into  15  and  larger  gears. 

Or,  we  may  put  the  modulus  in  a  form  which  will  show  the  ef- 
fect of  enlarging  the  follower  while  the  driver  remains  constant, 
in  which  case  c,!/',  will  remain  constant  though  ri>„  diminishes, 
which  will  increase  the  efficiency,  thus 

^.2   „  j/A 

A  +  B']; 

if  we  put  A  and  /-'  tor  the  constants  in  the  parentheses. 
Or.  we  may  write 

Efficiency  '  Y  ^  2c  ^  ^^  )  '^  \   2c   ^    3r    /  r,  "  "^   "N", ' 

v.-hich  shows  the  effect  of  retaining  the  follower  constant  and  en- 
larging the-  driver,  in  which  case  r^  and  ly,  are  botli  constants,  and 
1\  increases,  thus  increasing  the  efficiency. 

In  the  above  special  equations  we  have  supposed  the  arc  of  re- 
cession to  remain  a  fixed  proportion  of  the  pitcli,  and  a  similar 
discussion  would,  of  course,  apply  to  the  arc  of  approach.  The 
use  of  these  equations  in  the  present  discussion  is  not  only  to 
show  the  greater  simplicity  and  convenience  of  Moseley's  form  but 
also  to  make  clear  that  our  3  into  5  case  was  the  worst  case  by 
showing  that  the  enlargement  of  either  or  both  driver  and  fol- 
lower decreases  the  friction. 

On  page  195  of  the  paper  a  questionable   method   is  adopted  of 
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applying  eiiiiations  ('20)  and  (21)  to  a  rack-follower.  The  substi- 
tution of  special  cases  in  a  general  equation  is  usually  considered 
to  be  a  \aluable  check  upon  the  correctness  of  the  same;  here, 
however,  it  is  said  that  the  equations  will  become  indeterminate 
and  tliat  they  must  be  put  in  another  shape,  with  another  inde- 
pendent variable,  before  integration  to  get  a  result  for  this  special 
ease,  whicli  by  inference  throws  a  doubt  upon  the  general  equations 
as  inapplicable  to  the  special  case.  If,  however,  the  logarithm  be 
replaced  by  the  series  this  difficulty  vanishes,  as  may  be  seen  by 
noticing  the  last  equation  but  one,  which  takes  this  form  for  a 
rafk-follower,  i/'j  becoming  equal  to  0, 


'  ■  2c   n 


It 


Efficiency 
should  be  remarked,  in  concluding  this  part  of  this  discus- 
sion, that  there  is  of  course  no  difficulty  in  retaining  as  many 
terms  of  the  series  as  may  be  needed  for  any  degree  of  accuracy 
desired. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  Moseley  has  discussed  several 
pairs  of  teeth  acting  at  once  under  the  first  assumption  mentioned 
in  this  paper,  and  we  will  now  consider  the  assumption  proposed 
by  Mr.  Bilgram,  as  to  the  correctness  of  which  there  can  be  no 
doubt. 

It  is  not  enough  to  assume  the  wear  proportional  to  the  product 
of  the  normal  pressure  into  the  velocity  of  sliding,  as  would  be 
the  case  for  a  conical  pivot,  but  the  surface  over  which  the  wear  is 
distributed  must  also  be  taken  into  account.  Now  in  involute  gear- 
ing, which  will  serve  to  illustrate  tlie  error  made,  the  point  of  con- 
tact d  (Fig.  90)  will  travel  over  the  flank  of 
A  with  a  velocity  proportional  to 


ad   X   (,'a 

and  over  the  face  of  B  with 
portional  to 


velocity  pro- 


bd   X   (,«, 

and   the   velocity   with   which   face   slides   on 
flank   will   be   pro])ortional   to  the   difference 

bd   X   (.  (,  -  ad   X   i.  „ 


Fis.  90 
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The  depth  of  wear  on  flank  and  face  will  not  only  be  propor- 
tional to  this  difference  and  to  the  normal  pressure  Q^  but  also 
inversely  proportional  to  the  distance  over  which  the  wear  is  dis- 
tributed so  that  the  normal  wears  upon  flank  and  face  will  be  re- 
spectively jn-oportional  to 

^hd.  (''t—ad.  t.J„  bd.  ^\—ad.  '■>„ 

Qi ; and  Qi r^ , 

ad.  Wa  hd.  i''b 

and    the    total    normal    wear    will    be    proportional    to    the    sum    of 
these,  or  to 

/bcL^_ad^\ 

A  similar  expression  being  found  for  the  normal  wear  due  to 
a  pressure  Qo  between  a  second  pair  of  teeth,  we  can  equate  these 
values  and  with  the  help  of  an  equation  placing  the  sum  of  the 
moments  of  Qi  and  Qo  about  the  axis  of  B  equal  to  P^a^  the 
values  of  Q^  and  Q^  may  be  determined  and  introduced  into  the 
equations  for  determining  the  friction. 

The  analysis,  tlierefore,  of  the  paper  being  based  upon  a  faulty 
assumption,  must  be  rejected  as  incorrect. 

It  seems  to  me  much  more  important  to  discuss  carefully  this 
normal  wear  than  to  extend  the  decimal  places  expressing  effi- 
ciency, and  there  is  an  important  phase  of  tlie  subject  touching 
the  connection  between  this  wear  and  the  form  of  the  teeth.  An 
examination  of  the  cycloidal  form  upon  the  above  principles 
shows  it  to  be  a  nearly  permanent  or  persistent  form,  whereas 
involute  teeth  are  seen  to  be  liable  to  rapid  change  of  form  from 
wear.  Such  shape-changing  wear  must  either  destroy  the  form  of 
an  originally  correct  tooth,  and  with  it  the  uniformity  of  the  ve- 
locity ratio,  or  it  might  correct  a  badly-shaped  tooth  and  im- 
prove the  velocity  ratio,  which  consideration  leads  to  the  proposal 
of  a  general  problem  as  follows : 

Eequired  to  find  a  form  of  tooth  which  will  preserve  its  shape 
in  spite  of  wear,  i.e.,  to  find  a  persistent  form  of  tooth,  if  such  there 
be,  the  number  of  pairs  of  teeth  in  action  at  once  being  the  same 
for  the  whole  of  the  arcs  of  contact. 

If  there  be  such  a  form  we  should  need  to  know  whether  it  is  a 
stable  or  unstable  form,  in  which  former  case  the  problem  could 
be  stated  otherwise  and  more  generally,  thus : 
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Required  that  nornial  (persistent  or  eventual)  form  toward  whicli 
all  teeth  will  wear  and  which  is  the  only  one  affording  a  velocity 
ratio  invariable  with  regard  not  only  to  the  angular  positions  of 
the  wheels  but  to  the  time  the  wheels  have  been  in  use. 

It  is  claimed  in  the  paper  that  Mr.  Grant  has  drawn  erroneous 
conclusions  by  reason  of  approximations  and  as  he  and  others 
liave  taken  the  normal  pressure  as  constant  a  reference  to  this 
point  is  desirable. 

Moseley,  it  is  true,  assumes  the  moment  of  the  driven  wheel 
constant,  but  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  choice  of  three  assump- 
sions  with  very  little  difference  between  them,  viz. : 

(a.)   A  constant  moment  on  the  driver, 

(b.)   A  constant  moment  for  the  normal  pressure, 

(c.)  A  constant  moment  on  the  follower. 
And  it  is  perhaps  more  a  question  of  convenience  than  of  exact- 
ness which  we  choose,  as  practical  cases  agree  sometimes  with  one 
and  sometimes  with  the  other  extreme.  A  difference  of  efficiency, 
therefore,  depend  on  which  of  these  assumptions  we  may  make, 
is  unreliable,  unless  this  difference  should,  in  some  way,  be  an 
important  item  in  a  special  practical  case  to  be  considered. 

I  have  some  suggestions  to  make  as  to  dynamometric  work, 
such  as  that  of  the  extensive  "Sellers"  experiments  reported  by 
Mr.  Lewis.*  Professor  Lanza  also  alludes  to  such  work  as  diffi- 
cult. The  disregard,  of  a  fundamental  scientific  principle  must 
necessarily  increase  the  difficulty  of  the  work  and  perhaps  make 
the  results  useless.  It  is  well  known  that  it  is  fatal  to  accuracy 
to  determine  a  small  quantity  as  the  difference  of  two  large  ones, 
whose  unavoidable  errors  encroach  upon  and  may  entirely  bury 
the  quantity  sought;  this  was  the  case  in  the  experiments  referred 
to,  and  yet  it  seems  possible  to  avoid  the  difficulty. 

The  following  apparatus  (Fig.  89)  is  proposed  as  a  means  of 
measuring  with  very  little  error  the  tooth  friction  between  spur 
gears  of  nearly  the  same  size.  The  principle  employed  is  to  keep 
the  teeth  in  forcible  contact  by  a  spring  for  that  purpose  alone, 
while  the  friction  is  measured  by  an  arrangement  with  which  the 
spring  has  no  connection,  and  which  measures  nothing  but  the 
friction. 

In  the  cut  (Fig.  89)  E  is  a  tank  in  which  is  floated  a  caisson  F,  the 
two    constituting    a    floating    dynamometer    of    simple    construction 
upon  the  same  principle  as  those  described  by  me  in  the  Electri- 
*  Trans.  A.  S.  M.  E.,  Vol.  VII.,  pp.  27.3  and  .549,  Papers  198  and  213. 
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boXL'S     J 


Sc])teinber    1' 
id    J    for    the 


ELEVATION 


/(/.  ScDteiiiber  IT  ami  24,  1887.  Upon  tlie  tank  are  two 
sliaft  I,  and  iipon  tlie  cross  pieces  FF 
and  FF  of  the  caisson  are  two 
upright  hangers  having  journals 
not  only  for  I  but  also  for  an- 
other and  lighter  shaft  G.  To 
le  driving  pulley  H  fast  on  I  is 
conveyed  power  sufficient  only 
for  the  work  lost  in  friction,  and 
the  moment  exerted  by  the  belt 
upon  H  causes  the  floating  cais- 
son  to   tip   out   of  the  horizontal 

J position    in    which    it    naturally 

floats   until  by   sliding   along   the 
poise    L    it    is    brought    back    to 
the  horizontal  position.    The  lon- 
tinued     product,     then,     of     this 
weight  in  pounds  by  the  distainc 
in    feet    that    it   has   been    niuM'iI 
and   by   Zn  times   the   number   of 
revolutions   per   minute   gives   the 
horse     power     absorbed     in     the 
friction  of  the  gears.     The  gears    t 
A,  B,  B,  C,  C  and  D  are  arranged   -. 
thus :    C,  C  and  D  are  fast  upon  a  ^ 
light  shaft  G  so  as  to  constitute   • 
essentially    one    gear.      The  jour-   ) 
nals    of    G    are    made    as    small  1 
as  possible,  and  tliore  should  be  an  adjustment  of  the  boxes  allowing  [ 
for  exact  regulation  of  the  depth  to  which  the  teeth  engage  with  those 
of  A  and  B,  B.    The  office  of  G  is  principally  to  sustain  the  weight  of  i 
B  and  0,  C.     Of  the  gears  A  and  B,  B,  the  latter  are  fast  upon  the 
shaft  I,  while  A  is  loose  between  them.     MM  is  a  piece  also  free  to 
revolve  about  I  and  ha\ing  two  ends  or  arms,  each  of  which  holds  a 
flat  spring  N  and  has  a  slot  with  tap  bolt  P  for  clamping  the  piece 
fast  to  B.    The  ends  are  also  cast  hollow  so  that  a  bar  (dotted)  0  may  - 
be  inserted  and  the  piece  MM  forcibly  revohed  by  means  of  a  known  i 
weight  hung  upon  the  end  of  the  bar,  and  thus  the  springs  set  with 
a  known  pressure  when  the  piece  MM  is  to  be  clamped  firmly  to  B- 
The  other  ends  of  the  springs  NN  enter  between  the  spokes  of  B 
and  bear  against  lugs  on  A,  so  that  the  action  of  the  springs  is  to 
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revolve  A  forcibly  ami  e-ause  the  teeth  of  the  series  of  wheels  to 
press  against  eacli  other  any  desired  amount,  corresponding  there- 
fore with  the  transmission  of  a  certain  number  of  horse  power.  In 
fact  this  power  will  in  reality  be  transmitted  by  the  wheels  through 
the  closed  cycle  ABCDA,  which  transmission  will  produce  the 
I'liction  to  be  measured  without  interfering  with  the  delicate  meas- 
^iirement  of  the  same.  We  shall  get  also  an  inconsiderable  amount 
of  journal  friction  from  the  journals  of  G  and  I  in  the  hangers 
K,  K;  that  between  I  and  K  may  be  made  practically  zero  by  float- 
ing up  the  caisson  until  there  is  no  pressure  to  cause  friction,  the 
weight  of  I  and  attached  parts  being  supported  entirely  by  J,  J. 
The  friction  of  I  in  J,  J  does  not  of  course  come  into  the  problem 
nor  have  anything  to  do  with  the  experiment.  The  gears  should 
ln'  separated  by  perhaps  an  eight  of  an  inch,  and  that  much  play 
should  be  allowed  the  caisson  so  as  to  allow  a  little  end  play  of 
the  gears;  stops  beneath  the  shaft  I  confine  the  caisson  endwise 
with  this  much  freedom,  wliicli  is  better  than  having  collars  on  I 
running  against  K,  K.  Q  is  a  level  to  indicate  the  horizontal  posi- 
tion of  the  caisson,  and  the  proper  sensitiveness  of  the  latter  is 
<ilitained  by  the  proper  proportions  of  the  caisson  and  by  weights 
-f  any  form  (not  shown)  laid  on  the  bottom  of  the  caisson  to  bring 
ilir  centre  of  gravity  of  the  whole  floating  mass  to  the  proper  point. 

Mr.  Hugo  Bilgrain. — Prof.  Lanza  apparently  mistakes  my  prop- 
i>-ition  as  to  the  division  of  force  transmitted  by  two  or  more 
ircth,  when  in  simultaneous  contact.  This  appears  most  clearly 
from  the  statement :  "  Although  the  arguments  advanced  by  Mr. 
Hugo  Bilgram  in  favor  of  the  equal  wear  theory  possess  some 
plausibility,  it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  the  wear  is  equal."  When 
speaking  of  equal  wear  I  had  reference  to  corresponding  contacts 
only.  The  wear  in  any  other  set  of  contacts  may  be  a  different 
(luantity. 

.My  assertion  tliat  when  a  force  is  tiMnsniitted  by  Iwu  separate 
1  ontacts,  both  being  exposed  to  wear,  the  wear  must  l)c  equal  on 
both  contacts  (measured  in  the  liiie  of  motion),  seems  to  me  so 
axiomatical  that  the  expression  of  doubt  on  this  point  can  only 
indicate  a  misapprehension.  If  tlie  wear  should  ditt'er,  a  simul- 
taneous contact  could  not  persist  and  an  inversion  of  the  tendency 
to  wear  would  soon  re-establish  double  contact.  I  need  liardly 
add  that  an  equal  velocity  on  both  points  was  premised,  as  otlier- 
wise  the  statement  must  be  modified  to  suit  the  case. 

The   further   assumption   that   wear   is  in   ])roportion    to   pressure, 
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other  things  being  equal,  is  not,  as  would  appear  from  the  paper 
just  read,  a  premise  to  the  equal  wear  theory,  but  a  means  of 
reaching  further  conclusions,  and  I  have  qualified  it  as  being,  pre- 
sumablj^,  only  approximately  true. 

My  position  as  to  the  wear  of  toothed  gearing  is  simply  this: 
First  Assumption:    Considering  only  one  pair  of  teeth  in  con- 
tact at  a  time:    Let  A  and  B   (Fig.  83)   be  a  pair  of  teeth,  p  p 
I  being  the  path  of  contact.     In  following  the 

progress  of  contact  between  the  points  1  and 
,     2  it  is  obvious  that  dj  a„  and  b^  J,  ^iH  be  the 
portions    of    the    teeth-curves    in    action,    the 
projecting   circles    being    concentric    with    the 
••    pitch  circles.     Denoting  the  arc  a^   a„  by  a 
and  6j  h„  by  /3,  the  slip  during  the  considered 
!  interval  is  equal   to  the   difference   a — j8   and 

Fig.  S3.  its  effect  being  distributed  over  the  distances 

and  (i,  the   tendency  to  wear  will   equal and  — i —  on  the 


deduction  to  cycloidal 
can   be   represented   by 


\\ 


Fig.  S4.     Fig.  85.     Fio.  8C. 


teeth  .-1  and  B  respectively.  Applying  this 
and  involute  teeth,  the  tendency  to  wear 
Figs.  84  and  85.  In  the  cycloidal  gear 
the  tendency  to  wear  is  uniform  on  each 
side  of  the  pitch  line,  while  on  involute 
gears  this  tendency  is  zero  at  the  pitch 
jwint  and  increases  witii  the  distance 
from  this  point. 

In  the  second  assumption,  two  pairs  of  teeth  are  considered  to 
be  in  constant  contact,  so  that  one  contact  will  end  and  another 
begin  when  one  of  the  contacts  is  at  the  pitch  point. 

The  tendency  to  wear  in  cycloidal  gears,  being  uniform  along 
each  branch  of  the  path  of  contact,  the  force  wall  tend  to  be  dis- 
tributed at  a  fi.xed  ratio  between  the  approaching  and  receding 
contact,  and  the  wear  as  well  as  the  loss  from  friction  will  be  re- 
duced to  one-half  of  what  it  was  under  the  first  assumption.  In 
involute  gears,  however,  the  pressure  will  be  distributed  unequally, 
bearing  harder  on  the  contact  nearer  the  pitch  points.  The 
wear  at  the  pitch  point  being  zero,  that  at  the  points  of  simultane- 
ous contact  cannot  exceed  it,  hence  the  wear  as  well  as  the  loss 
from  friction  will  be  as  represented  in  the  diagram.  Fig.  86,  show- 
ing it  to  be  practically  one  third  of  what  it  would  be  were  only 
one  tooth  in  contact  at  a  time. 
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When  a  third  assumption  is  made  (i.e.,  a  single  contact  during 
one  portion,  and  a  double  contact  during  another  portion  of  the 
action)  the  two  preceding  assumptions  can  be  combined  to  meet 
the  case. 

The  deductions  of  the  formulas  for  the  '"  assumption  of  equal 
wear  "  being  omitted  in  the  paper  of  Prof.  Lanza,  it  is  not  possible 
to  point  out  the  divergence  from  my  '"  equal  wear  theory  "'  -which 
appears  to  exist,  judging  from  the  tabulated  results;  since  my 
theorj'  would  point  to  an  equal  division  of  the  force  in  cycloidal 
gears,  at  least  where  both  gears  are  of  equal  diameter,  the  results 
of  Prof.  Lanza's  first  and  second  assumptions  should  be  identical 
in  both  cases. 

Mr.  Wilfred  Lewi.9. — The  paper  by  Prof.  Lanza  goes  into  the 
(|uestion  of  "Friction  in  Toothed  Gearing"  very  minutely,  and 
tlie  results  obtained  upon  the  two  assumptions  of  equally  divided 
jtressure  and  equally  divided  wear,  are  especially  interesting  and 
instructive.  With  cycloidal  teeth,  tlie  conditions  of  equally  di- 
\  iJed  pressure  and  equally  divided  wear  are  frequently  much  the 

-  line,  and  but  little  if  any  improvement  in  efficiency  could  be  an- 

ipated  from  the  establishment  of  the  persistency  of  wear  sug- 
uc-ted  by  Mr.  Bilgram.  In  fact,  I  am  surprised  rather  at  the 
magnitude  of  some  of  the  differences  shown  in  the  table  than  at 
the  generally  close  agreement  of  the  results  from  the  two  assunip- 
tidiis. 

With  involute  teeth  the  case  is  ditferent,  and  a  great  improve- 
nicnt  in  elficiency  would  naturally  he  expected  from  a  glance  at 
Mr.  Bilgram's  diagram. 

Tins  is  brought  out  analj-tically  by  Prof.  Lanza,  but  tlie 
amount  of  labor  involved  detracts  somewhat  from  a  feeling  of 
perfect  confidence  in  the  work,  and  there  are,  indeed,  so  many 
cliances  for  error  in  the  use  of  such  ponderous  formulae,  that  in- 
stead of  accepting  the  results  obtained  as  a  standard  for  testing 
other  methods,  it  would  seem  quite  as  proper  and  desirable  to  use 

-  nio   other   method    as   a    check   upon    the    accuracy   of    the    work 
I  formed  in  these  lengthy  solutions. 

(ireat  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid  approximations,  and  mathe- 
matical exactness  has  been  the  chief  end  in  view — to  determine,  if 
possible,  the  correctness  of  conclusions  based  upon  previous  solu- 
tions which  were  only  approximate.  The  assumptions  made  at 
the  outset  are  not  claimed,  however,  to  be  unalterable  or  inflexible, 
and  it  is  even  suggested  that  they  may  be  modified  in  the  light  of 
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future  experiments,  but  the  fundamental  analysis  for  a  single  pair 
of  teeth  in  action  is  certainly  based  upon  very  reasonable  ground. 
At  the  same  time  it  should  be  observed  that  the  probability  of  the 
truth  of  the  assumptions  made  is  no  greater  than  that  of  some 
others  which  might  have  been  made  with  at  least  equal  propriety. 

Prof.  Lanza  has  adopted  as  the  basis  of  his  work  the  assump- 
tion that  the  moment  of  resistance  is  constant,  but  I  see  no  more 
reason  why  this  should  be  an  accepted  condition  than  that  the 
driving  moment  should  be  considered  as  constant.  If,  for  exam- 
ple, we  have  a  train  of  gears.  A,  B,  C,  in  which  A  drives  B,  and  B 
drives  C,  it  is  evident  that  the  moment  of  resistance  for  A  must  be 
the  driving  moment  for  C,  and  that  one  assumption  necessitates  the 
other.  There  is  really  no  choice  whatever  between  them,  and  while 
it  must  be  admitted  that  there  will  be  a  slight  tlieoretical  difference 
in  the  results  obtained  from  one  or  the  other  as  a  basis,  it  must  never- 
theless be  granted  that  the  results  are  in  both  cases  equally  cor- 
rect, and  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  whatever  difference  can 
be  made  to  appear  will  be  altogether  too  microscopic  to  be  seri- 
ously entertained  as  of  any  practical  significance.  In  fact,  the  re- 
sults obtained  upon  the  basis  of  one  plausible  assumption,  as,  for 
example,  that  of  Eeuleaux,  cannot  differ  sensibly  from  those  ob- 
tained upon  another,  whether  it  be  a  constant  driving  moment  or 
a  constant  moment  of  resistance;  and  I  fail  to  see  the  virtue  of 
adhering  strictly  to  any  of  these  assumptions  as  dwelt  upon  in  the 
case  of  a  train  of  gears.  Here  the  assmnption  of  a  constant  driv- 
ing moment  is  manifestly  inadmissible  throughout  the  train,  and  an 
already  complicated  problem  is  still  further  embarrassed  by  a  dif- 
ficulty which  "adds  nothing,  when  surmounted,  to  the  value  of  the 
results.  We  are  told  that  the  efficiency  of  a  train  of  gearing 
might  be  approximately  determined  by  multiplying  together  the 
efficiencies  of  each  pair  of  wheels,  but  that  such  a  result  would  not 
be  correct,  and  a  plan  is  suggested  whereby  the  truth  may  be 
known;  but  the  difficulties  which  it  presents  bring  about  a  return 
to  the  original  method  of  approximating,  care  being  taken  to  re- 
member that  a  want  of  exactness,  having  a  tolerably  wide  range, 
exists. 

Xow,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  assumption  can  be  claimed  as 
absolutely  correct,  and  that  it  makes  almost  no  difference  in  the 
result  which  assumption  is  taken,  I  cannot  admit  that  the  want  of 
exactness  referred  to  has  even  a  tolerably  narrow  range,  or  that 
the  plan  suggested  would,  if  carried  out,  lead  to  results  that  could 
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lie  regarded  as  any  nearer  the  truth.  Further  tlian  tliis,  I  believe 
tliat  anotlier  assumption,  ef|ualh-  correct  in  theory,  might  have 
heen  made  wliich  would  have  reduced  the  problem  to  much  sim- 
])ler  elements,  and  have  done  away  witli  a  great  deal  of  laborious 
analysis. 

It  is  well  known  that  an  interchangeable  system  of  gearing  is 
determined  by  the  shape  of  its  rack,  and  that,  of  course,  the  rack 
will  gear  correctly  with  every  wheel  in  the  set,  and  inasmuch  as 
t  is  quite  a  matter  of  indiiference  whether  the  driving  moment  or 
:!;c  moment  of  resistance  be  considered  as  constant,  I  propose  to 
approach,  if  possible,  still  nearer  to  the  truth,  by  assuming  both 
to  vary  so  as  to  split  the  difEerence  and  make  the  force  trans- 
mitted from  one  wheel  to  the  other,  through  the  medium  of  an 
imaginary  rack,  a  comstant. 
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By  this  means  the  problem  is  resolved  into  its  elementary  com- 
ponents, and  all  that  we  have  to  consider  is  the  friction  of  a  wheel 
driving  a  rack  against  uniform  resistance  and  that  of  a  rack  driv- 
ing a  wheel  by  a  uniform  pressure. 

Referring  to  Fig.  87,  A  is  the  centre  of  a  wheel  gearing  with  the 
rack  GF,  C  is  the  pitch  point,  and  D  a  point  in  the  arc  of  action. 

Drawing  DK  and  DI  at  the  angle  of  friction  y  to  DC,  and  KF, 
IH,  and  GD  perpendicular  to  DC,  we  have,  when  the  rack  is 
driving,  GF  equals  the  product  of  sliding  and  pressure  at  the  point 
D  in  terms  of  AC,  the  rack  travel  under  a  unit  of  pressure  in  the 
direction  of  motion;  or,  when  the  wheel  is  driving,  GH  becomes 
equal  to  the  product  of  sliding  and  pressure  in  terms  of  AC. 

To  prove  this  we  have  CD  for  the  sliding  at  the  point  D  in 
terms  of  the  rack  travel  AC  as  demonstrated  in  my  discussion  of 
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Prof.  Reiileaux's  ])ai)ei' 
direction  of  KD  must 
DL 


The   pressure   between   the   teetli   in   the 
KD 


DL 


=  DL  see  a  =  GF.  Similarly,  ■vrhen  the  driving  pressure  acts  in 
the  direction  of  DI,  GH  may  be  shown  to  be  the  product  of  sliding 
and  pressure,  and  the  construction  is  demonstrated. 

Fig.  88  is  a  construction  for  the  loss  in  friction  on  the  other  side 
of  the  line  of  centres.  Plotting  the  results  upon  a  base  line  rfCe 
representing  rack  travel,  C  being  the  pitch  point,  we  obtain  Figs. 
91  and  93,  the  area  of  which  is  proportional  to  the  loss  in  friction. 


It  is  evident  that  lor  involute  teeth,  to  which  I  will  confine  my- 
self for  simplicity,  tliese  figures  will  be  bounded  by  straight  lines, 
and  we  are  enabled  by  their  use  to  make  a  direct  and  obvious 
comparison  between  the  exact  method  here  given  and  the  approxi- 
mate method  previously  considered.  In  that  case  the  angle  of  fric- 
tion was  neglected,  and  gQ  was  shown  to  be  the  product  of  sliding 
and  pressure.  The  loss  in  friction  by  the  approximate  method  is 
therefore  bounded  by  the  dotted  lines  a'C6'  and  g'Qf  from  which 
it  appears  that,,  during  approach  the  exact  method  gives  a  loss 
slightly  greater,  and  during  recess  one  slightly  less  than  the  ap- 
proximate. AVhen  the  approach  and  recess  are  equal,  the  incre- 
ment is  slightly  greater  than  the  decrement,  tlie  relation  being  as 
CF  to  CH,  and  in  general  we  may  say  that  the  error  of  the  ap- 
CF  — CH 


proximate  method  is  represented  by  ^^ — .     The  greater  the 

obliquitj',  and  the  greater  the  angle  of  friction,  the  greater  will  this 
difference  appear;  but  taking  an  obUquity  of  20°,  which  is  larger 

•Trans.  A.  S.  M.  E.,  Vol.  VIII.,  p.  69,  Figs.  68  and  69. 
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than  usual,  aiul  a  ooetlkient  of  .1  for  fiii.tiuii,  I  lind  bv  a  tareful 
cakulatiou  that  the  loss  in  friction  by  the  exact  method  would  be 
only  1.003  times  the  loss  as  estimated  by  the  approximate  method. 
The  jireatest  amount  of  loss  given  by  Prof.  Lanza  does  not  exceed 
.0  1,  and-  consequently  the  error  for  an  extreme  ease  would  be 
about  .003  X  -04  =  .00012.  How  such  a  quantity  as  this  could 
atfect  conclusions  hitherto  drawn  it  is  difficult  to  imagine,  but  it 
is  interesting  to  observe  the  close  agreement  in  the  results  of  the 
two  methods,  and  the  consequent  futility  of  drawing  such  tight 
lines  in  practice.  Of  course,  when  the  approach  and  recess  are 
unequal,  the  error  may  he  greater  or  less,  but  its  practical  signifi- 
cance is  always  very  small. 

The  loss  in  friction  for  a  wheel  driving  a  rack,  or  a  rack  driving 
a  wheel,  can  be  determined  graphically  as  shown,  or  analytically 
by'  means  of  fornuilfe  derived  directly  from  the  graphical  solution. 
When  the  approach  and  recess  are  equal,  this  loss  is  the  same 
whether  the  wheel  drives  the  rack  or  tbe  rack  drives  the  wheel,  but 
the   efficiencies  in   the   two   cases   are   different.     Letting  L  =  loss 

in  friction,   - — | — j-  =  efficiencv  of  wlieel  driving  rack,  and  1  — L  = 

efficiency  of  rack  driving  wheel. 

The  efficiency  of  the  two  wheels  A  driving  B,  is  the  efficiency 
of  A  driving  a  rack  times  the  efficiency  of  a  rack  driving  B,  the 
approach  and  recess  for  the  rack  and  wheels  being  determined  by 
that  of  the  two  wheels  gearing  together,  ""rtliether  an  exact  or  an 
approximate  solution  be  desired,  I  should,  in  all  cases,  prefer  the 
graphical  method  for  simplicity  and  directness  of  application,  and 
it  siiould  also  be  observed  that  the  same  method  can  be  used  with 
facility  as  shown  in  my  previous  discussion,  wliere  two  teeth  are 
in  action  at  once. 

In  this  way  the  efficiency  of  any  combination  of  gears  can  be 
determined  by  a  comparatively  simple  analysis.  There  are  no 
moments  whatever  to  be  considered,  no  indeterminations  or  the 
appearance  of  such,  and  the  efficiency  of  a  train  of  gearing  can  be 
found  with  theoretical  exactness  by  multiplying  together  the  effi- 
ciencies of  the  several  pairs  of  wheels. 

The  criticisms  wliich  I  have  made  are  not  intended  to  reflect 
upon  the  accuracy  of  Prof.  Lanza's  analysis,  although  I  suspect 
some  numerical  errors,  but  merely  to  suggest  that  equally  correct 
results  might  be  obtained  from  another  point  of  view  at  a  con- 
siderably less  expenditure  of  mathematics  and  nervous  energy. 
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Prof.  Jas.  E.  Denton. — As  there  are  now  ample  means  available 
for  computing  what  ought  to  he  the  friction  of  any  given  pair  of 
spur  wheels,  I  would  suggest  that  a  pertinent  addition  to  the 
theory  presented  would  be  a  description  of  some  cases  of  gearing 
which  in  practical  use  have  shown  exceptional  friction  or  wear. 

Since  the  date  of  the  meeting,  my  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  following  case  of  excessive  wear  (Fig.  78)   by  a  member  of  the 


Society.  A  cast-iron  spur  pinion,  Fig.  78,  4  inches  pitch  diameter, 
3  inches  face,  having  13  teeth,  is  driven  by  a  east-iron  wheel  of  59 
teeth  making  36  revolutions  per  minute  as  an  average.  The  two 
wheels  are  the  primary  pieces  of  au  agricultural  machine  operated 
by  two  horses  in  the  open  field.  The  mean  effort  or  force  trans- 
mitted at  the  pitch  circles  is  about  200  pounds,  or  100  pounds 
per  inch  of  width.  The  4-ineh  wheel  wears  to  the  amount  shown 
in  the  accompanying  cut  in  about  a  year  of  service. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  secure  less  rapid  wear  by  chang- 
ing the  form  of  tooth  from  epicycloidal  to  involute,  and  by  chang- 
ing from  cast  teeth  to  those  cut  with  cutters  made  by  standard 
€stablishments.  Xo  sensible  difference  in  rate  of  wear  resulted 
from  these  changes. 

The  pinion  shown  in  the  cut  represents  cast  teeth.  Bevel 
gears,  both  involute  and  epicycloidal,  either  hand  or  machine  made, 
show  a  similar  rapid  rate  of  wear  at  other  parts  of  the  mechanism 
of  the  machine. 
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The  diiviug  gear  of  59  teeth  wears  as  rapidly  as  the  pinion,  pro- 
portionally to  the  less  amount  of  ruhlting  upon  each  tooUi  due  to 
the  greater  number  of  teeth. 

Copies  of  the  wheels  r\m  at  the  factory  for  long  intervals  do 
not  show  excessively  rapid  wear.  Also  less  rapid  wear  occurs  in 
machines  at  work  in  some  parts  of  the  country  than  in  others. 

It  is  consistent  with  all  the  circumstances  to  conclude  that  the 
wear  is  caused  mainly  by  the  accumulation  of  grit,  the  latter  vary- 
ing with  the  soil  worked  over  by  the  machine. 

Mr.  Jno.  T.  Hawkins. — Eeferring  to  Prof.  Denton's  remarks, 
will  say  that  I  have  recently  encoiintered  a  case  of  abnormal  wear 
in  a  pinion-gear,  which,  up  to  this  time,  has  not  been  satisfactorily 
accounted  for.  It  is  the  more  singular,  for  the  reason  that  we 
have  a  large  number  of  machines  in  operation  containing  dupli- 
cates of  the  gear  shown  and  operating  under  precisely  similar  con- 
ditions: and,  while  we  have  observed  perhaps  a  little  more 
wear  than  appeared  necessarily  to  follow  the  conditions  of  work- 
ing in  one  or  two  other  cases,  the  remainder  have,  so  far  as  we 
know,  shown  no  more  wear  than  should  be  looked  for,  under  the 
conditions;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  in  such  condition  as,  after 
running  a  year,  might  reasonably  promise  that  they  would  run  ten 
more;  and  nothing  to  approach  the  one  in  question  appears  in 
the  worst  other  case. 

The  conditions,  as  given  on  the  sketch,  Fig.  77,  are  that  the  130- 
toothed  wlieel  is  a  crank  gear,  the  crank  pin  being  located  as 
sho^\"n  by  the  circle  near  the  periphery,  and  at  a  radius  of  18"^/^/'. 
The  shaft  carrying  the  13-toothed  pinion  is  the  driving  shaft. 
The  connecting  rod  from  the  crank  pin  is  made  to  reciprocate  a 
body,  running  on  rollers,  weighing  about  2,400  pounds;  and, 
by  means  of  a  rolling  pinion  and  racks,  this  body  makes  a  stroke 
equal  to  four  times  the  radius  of  the  crank,  while  the  body  carry- 
ing the  rolling  pinion,  and  weighing  810  pounds,  moves  through 
only  twice  the  radius  of  the  crank.  The  2,400-pound  body  has  a 
rack  gearing  with  a  wheel  upon  a  cylinder,  the  latter  rotating  in 
fi-xed  bearings,  said  cylinder  weighing  868  pounds.  The  work  of 
performing  these  operations  at  from  1,-500  to  1,700  revolutions  of 
the  crank  per  minute  is  what  is  required  of  the  pinion.  The 
pinion  is  of  bronze,  of  the  composition,  copper  64,  tin  8,  lead  1, 
for  purposes  of  strength.  The  large  wheel  is  of  cast  iron ;  and 
both  wheel  and  pinion  are  aceui'ately  cut  with  Brown  &  Sharpe 
standard  epicycloidal  cutters.     It  will  be  observed  that  the  pinion 
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has  worn  about  iM|U!iUy  on  hotli  sides  of  tlie  ti'ctli,  Itie  inner  shaded 
line  showing  its  worn  condition.  Tliis  is  probably  accounted  for, 
however,  by  the  nature  of  the  movements,  the  pinion  acting  as  a 
driver  from  one  dead  centre  until  the  reciprocating  bodies  arrive 
at  maximum  velocity,  or  when  crank  is  at  the  "  live  centre ;"  and 
thereafter  until  the  dead  centre  is  reached  the  reciprocating  parts 
become  drivers  and  bring  the  pressure  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the 
teeth,  the  pinion  shaft  being  provided  with  a  heavy  fly  wheel. 
From  the  proportions,  it  is  clear  that  there  are  always  two  full 
teeth  of  the  pinion  in  gear;  and,  while  it  is  doubtless  true  that 
the  pressure  exerted  at  times  on  these  teeth  approaches  the  great- 
est which  they  should  be  called  upon  to  sustain,  it  does  not, 
so  far,  appear  clear  that  it  should  not  be  competent  to  perform 
the  work  actually  brought  upon  it — particularly  in  view  of  the  con- 
siderable number  of  exactly  similar  ones  running  under  identical 
conditions  without  such  excessive  wear  as  is  shown.  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  not  only  have  these  gears  received  good 
attention  and  been  well  lubricated,  but  that,  if  anything,  owing  to 
the  observed  wear  while  in  progress,  they  have  had  extra  good 
care  in  this  particular.  It  is  also  not  found  probable  or  possible 
that  at  any  time  any  gritty  matter  has  been  allowed  to  get  upon 
them. 

Prof.  Lanza. — The  greater  part  of  Prof.  Webb's  remarks  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  real  points  in  question.  His 
chief  criticism  seems  to  be,  that  Moseley  did  something  which,  if 
not  quite  the  same  thing  in  Prof.  Webb's  estimation,  is  just  as 
good  as  what  I  have  done,  and  that  the  use  of  the  exact  formula 
makes  so  little  difference  in  the  resulting  efficiency,  as  not  to  be 
worth  the  extra  labor.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  he  must 
think  that  the  object  of  the  paper  is  to  furnish  working  formulre 
for  a  more  accurate  determination  of  the  efficiency  than  can  be 
obtained  by  means  of  the  approximate  ones  of  Moseley,  Reuleaux, 
Rankine,  and  others. 

The  fact  is,  however,  that,  in  my  opinion,  any  one  of  these 
.■i|iproximate  solutions  will  give  the  efficiency  with  a  far  greater 
Mirtthematical  exactness  than  the  degree  of  accuracy  with  which 
'  know  the  experimental  constants  that  enter  into  the  formulas; 
nil  that  really  correct  results  are  only  to  be  obtained  by  experi- 
1111  lit.  My  objects  in  writing  the  paper  are  stated  at  the  bottom 
of  page  187  and  on  page  188. 

In  order  to  establish  some  of  those  conclusions,  notablv  1  and  3, 
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of  pauf  18T,  it  was  necessary  to  use  exact  formulsE,  and,  as  I  know  of 
none  such  on  record,  I  had  to  work  them  out  myself.  I  followed 
Moseley  through  his  fundamental  equations,  and,  when  he  dropped 
into  approximations,  I  abandoned  liim.  It  also  seemed  desirable 
to  use  his  notation.  The  special  approximation  referred  to  in  con- 
clusion 2  is  neglecting  the  moment  of  the  friction,  and  tliis  has 
been  neglected  in  every  treatment  of  the  subject  that  I  have  seen 
in  print  except  in  those  of  Moseley  and  Kennedy. 

Prof.  Webb  asserts  that  Moseley  treats  of  more  than  one  pair  of 
teeth  in  action  at  once ;  I  can,  however,  find  no  reference  to  the 
matter  in  his  book  on  Engineering  and  Architecture,  edition  of 
1875,  which  is  the  one  that  I  have. 

As  to  the  assumption  of  equal  wear  I  will  speak  in  m)'  reply  tij 
Mr.  Bilgram. 

Another  reason  for  presenting  the  paper  was  that  it  seemed 
desirable  that  the  exact  formuloe  should  be  placed  on  record. 

As  to  Prof.  Webb's  dynamometer  I  have  no  opinion  to  express, 
as  I  have  had  enough  to  do  with  testing  dynamometers  to  know 
that  the  only  way  to  determine  whether  it  is  better  or  worse  than 
others  now  in  the  market  is  to  submit  it  to  test. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Lewis's  remarks  about  the  danger  of  numerical 
errors  arising  in  the  use  of  such  long  formulae,  all  that  can  be 
said  is  that  such  precautions  have  been  taken  as  were  deemed 
necessary  to  avoid  them,  and,  therefore,  the  numerical  results  are 
believed  to  be  free  from  them,  but  of  this  I  cannot,  of  course,  be 
absolutely  certain,  as  all  of  us  are  liable  to  errors  of  that  kind. 

As  to  the  different  assumptions  that  might  be  made  in  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  the  pressure,  it  seems  hardly  necessary  for 
me  to  say  any  more  than  has  been  already  said  in  the  paper. 

Mr.  Lewis's  graphical  solution  by  the  use  of  an  imaginary  rack 
is  certainly  a  neat  one.  It  would  be  interesting  to  see  some 
tables  of  results  worked  out  by  its  means,  and  also  to  see  the 
method  extended  to  the  cases  of  our  ordinary  systems  of  inter- 
changeable gears  where  more  than  one  pair  of  teeth  are  in  action 
at  once.  Until  this  is  done,  no  very  decided  opinion  can  be  ex- 
pressed as  to  its  real  value  as  a  working  method.  It  assumes,  of 
coui-se,  a  distribution  of  the  pressure  that  rarely,  if  ever,  occurs  in 
practice,  but  it  may,  after  all,  represent  such  a  fair  average  of  all 
these  conditions  as  to  be  a  good  worldng  method. 

In  regard  to  the  relative  merits  of  a  graphical  and  of  an  analyti- 
cal solution  in  general,  this  is  a  matter  largel}'  of  taste,  and  of  a 
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person's  natural  bent,  some  persons  naturally  inclining  to  graphi- 
cal, and  others  to  analytical  metliods.  Which  is  the  best  in  any 
special  case  must  depend  upon  circumstances,  as,  in  some  cases 
I  lie  one  and  in  other  cases  the  other  gives  the  neater  solution. 

As  to  Jlr.  Bilgram's  remarks  I  will  say  that  I  have  carried  out 
the  calculations  on  the  assumption  that  the  wear  is  proportional 
to  the  product  of  the  normal  pressure  by  the  velocity  of  sliding, 
and  that  I  supposed  that  in  so  doing  I  was  following  Mr.  Bil- 
gram's  suggestion  as  I  understood  it  from  the  statement  in  Vol. 
YIII.  of  the  Proceedings,  page  76,  lines  9  and  10,  and  moreover 
this  seemed  to  be  a  suggestion  in  general  accord  with  the  modern 

fory  of  pivot  and  axle  friction,  which  finds  a  good  deal  of  favor 
-;  the  present  time.  It  appears,  from  his  remarks  in  this  discus- 
sion, however,  that  he  only  intended  it  as  a  provisional  condition, 
and  not  the  one  that  he  thinks  ought  to  be  used  in  the  equal-wear 
theory. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  see  the  fundamental  condition  as  he 
would  express  it,  put  into  analji;ical  form.  The  work  of  deducing 
the  formulae  for  the  efficiency  would  become  doubtless  more  com- 
plicated tlian  the  work  that  I  have  done,  and  how  the  results 
would  compare  cannot  be  predicted  absolutely,  but  it  would  seem 
probable  that  the  differences  between  the  results  and  those  of  my 
first  assumption  would  be  rather  smaller  than  those  between  the 
results  of  my  two  assumptions. 

Finally,  it  may  be  said  that  the  main  conclusions  of  the  paper 
are  not,  it  seems  to  me,  in  any  way  affected  by  anything  that  has 
been  said  in  the  discussion. 
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CCLXXIV. 
CEXTRJFUGAL    PUMPS   AND    THEIR   EFFICIENCIES. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Looking  back  at  first  to  the  records  and  work  accomplished  by 
some  of  tlie  earlier  pumps  of  this  type,  we  find  that  perhaps  the 
first  centrifugal  pump,  in  a  primitive  state,  was  brought  out  by 
the  mathematician  Euler  (an  account  of  which  was  published  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Academy  of  Berlin  for  l'i'54),  and  which 
was  probably  a  failure  in  a  practical  sense. 

The  next  pump  to  attract  our  attention,  and  one  which  is  cred- 
ited more  nearly  to  have  approached  the  efficiencies  of  the  present 
day,  was  one  erected  by  a  Mr.  McCarty  in  the  Xew  York  Navy 
Yard  in  1830. 

Then  followed,  in  1851,  at  the  great  London  Exhibition,  the 
celebrated  Appold  pump,  which  is  really  the  first  pump  of  which 
an  authentic  set  of  experiments  are  available.  Mr.  Appold  deter- 
mined that  the  efficiency  mainly  depended  upon  the  form  of  blades 
in  the  fan  and  the  shape  of  the  volute  or  enveloping  case,  and  that 
the  best  form  for  the  blades  was  a  curve  pointing  in  opposite 
direction  to  that  in  which  the  fan  revolved,  and  for  the  case  that 
of  a  spiral  tapering  pipe  or  volute. 

To  quote  somewhat  at  length  from  a  paper*  entitled  "  The 
History  and  Theoretical  Laws  of  Centrifugal  Pumps,  as  Supported 
by  Experiment  and  their  Application  to  their  Design,"  by  the 
Hon.  E.  CUere  Parsons,  B.A.,  B.C.E.,  Dublin,  Stud.  Inst.,  C.E.,  in 
January,  1875,  Mr.  Anderson,  M.  Inst.  C.  E.,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Eastons  &  Anderson,  deputed  the  author,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Hesketh,  Stud.  Inst.  C.  E.,  to  make  some  experiments 
upon  centrifugal  pumps,  both  with  a  view  to  determine  the  laws 
which  regulate  their  discharge,  and  at  the  same  time,  if  possible, 
to  improve  their  efficiency. 

*Excerpt  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers.  Vol. 
47,  Session  1875-76,  Part  1. 
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The  first  experiments  were  made  upon  a  pump  wliose  suction 
and  discharge  pipes  were  10  inches  in  diameter;  the  fan  was  14 
inches  in  diameter,  and  the  casing  surrounding  the  fan  was  cir- 
cular, as  is  shown  in  the  dotted  lines  of  Fig.  51. 

The  pump  was  driven  by  a  single  acting  engine  working 
directly  onto  the  shaft  of  the  pump.  The  water  was  raised  by  the 
pump  from  a  large  cast-iron  tank  and  discharged  back  into  it 
through  a  measuring  tank.     In  the  bottom  of  the  measuring  tank 


Fig.  51. 

was  a  hole  in  a  thin  sheet-iron  plate,  and  by  the  head  of  water 
maintained  over  this  hole  the  discharge  was  calculated  by  the 
formula, 

Q  =  0.62  XAX  V^gh  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Where  A  =  area  of  bole  in  square  feet, 

h  =  head  of  water  in  feet  over  hole. 


The  revolutions  per  minute  of  the  fan  were  measured  by  a 
counter  attached  to  the  shaft,  and  the  lift  was  determined  by 
means  of  a  staff  fastened  to  a  float  in  the  lower  tank.     The  staff 
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was  graduated  in  feet  and  decimals  of  a  foot,  and  was  applied  to  a 
water-gauge  glass  connected  with  the  discharge  pipe. 

In  order  to  take  account  of  the  residual  velocity  of  the  water  in 
tlie  discharge  pipe  in  estimating  the  lift,  the  tube  with  which  the 
water-gauge  was  connected  had  a  bend  whose  extremitj'  met  the 
water  flowing  in  the  discharge  pipe,  consequently  the  water  in  the 
gauge  glass  stood  at  the  same  lieight  as  the  water  issuing  from  the 
discharge  pipe. 

The  engine  was  supplied  by  steam  from  a  portable  boiler,  into 
which  the  feed  water  was  injected  by  a  hand  pump. 

During  an  experiment  the  speed  of  the  engine  was  regulated 
by  an  observer  so  as  to  maintain  a  constant  head  of  water  in  the 
measuring  tank,  and  consequently  insure  a  uniform  discharge  from 
the  pump. 

An  experiment  was  continued  until  30  gallons  of  water  were 
evaporated  in  the  boiler,  and  the  time  required  to  accomplish  this 
was  accurately  noted. 

Thus  the  number  of  pounds  of  water  raised  per  minute  diWded 
by  the  number  of  pounds  of  water  evaporated  in  the  boiler  per 
minute  is  proportional  to  the  efficiency  of  the  pump. 

These  experiments  were  repeated  for  different  discharges,  and 
tabulated  in  the  following  form : 

TABLE  I. 


GaUons 

Lift  in  Feet. 

Ft.  Lbs. 

Ft-Lba. 

Revolutions 
M^Ite. 

RenuiTks. 

5.667 

305 

745 

6.000 

44,886 

7,779 

363 

879 
989 

6.250 
6.666 

54,937 
65,936 

8,224 
11,883 

380 
393 

Appold's  fan  in  cir- 
cular case. 

153 

7.000 

80,710 

11,385 

416 

The  easing  around  the  fan  was  next  altered  from  the  circular 
to  the  spiral  form,  as  is  indicated  by  the  dotted  lines  in  Fig.  51, 
by  fitting  wooden  blocks  inside;  and  a  fresh  series  of  experiments 
was  now  made  under  circumstances  resembling  the  former  set  as 
much  as  possible. 
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The  following  are  the  results  tahulated  in  a  similar  form: 
TABLE  II. 


per  Minute. 

Lift  in  Feet. 

Ft.Lb8. 
Raised  per 
MinulT 

Ft.Lb6.^ 
Raised  per 

M.^te. 

Remarks. 

5.750 

320 

577 

6  500 

37,505 

8,960 

346 

746 

S7S 

6  925 
6.750 

51,600 
59,265 

10,809 
11,26-1 

363 
368 

Appold's  fan  in  spi- 
ral casing. 

999 

7.085 

70,029 

12,088 

387 

1,150 

7.750 

89,125 

13,248 

403 

1,288 

8.333 

107,329 

15,996 

423 

Thus,  by  comparing  the  first  and  second  tables,  it  will  be  noticed 
how-  greatly  the  spiral  casing  has  improved  the  efficiency,  and 
also  increased  the  discharge,  the  boiler  pressure  remaining  the 
same. 

With  the  same  casing,  but  another  fan,  designed  on  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  Eankine  in  liis  "  Applied  Mechanics,"  and  also 
advocated  by  Glynn  in  his  treatise  on  "  Water  Power,"  some  ex- 
periments were  made  similar  to  the  preceding  ones. 

The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  these  experiments: 


Gallons 
Discharged 
per  MinSte. 

Lift  in  Feet. 

Ft.  Lb5. 
Raised  per 
MinutT 

Lb.  of  Water 
Evaporated. 

Revolutions 
Minute. 

Remarks. 

5.500 

390 

578 
741 

5.925 
6.167 

34,200 
45,695 

7,203 
8,556 

316 
335 

Rankine's  fan  in  cir- 
cular case. 

880 

6.333 

55,733 

8,377 

348 

993 

6.583 

65,372 

10,748 

355 
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Gallons 
Discharged 
per  Minute. 

Lift  in  Feet. 

Ft.  Lbs. 

Ft.  Lbs. 

L^l^rur 
Evaporated. 

Revolutionfl 
MSSte. 

Remarks. 

6.416 

300 

580 
743 

6.333 
6.667 

36,731 
49,528 

9,675 
10,857 

324 
334 

Rankine's  fan  in  spi- 
ral case. 

879 

7.000 

61,530 

11,692 

343 

996 

7.333 

73,036 

12,954 

353 

These  results  prove  that  Eankine's  fan  is  far  inferior  to  that  of 
Appold.  The  blades  of  tliis  fan  were  for  half  their  length,  from 
the  center  outward,  similar  to  those  of  Appold;  but  for  the  remain- 
ing half  of  their  length,  they  curved  forward  in  the  direction  in 
which  the  fan  revolved,  ending  in  radial  tips  (Fig.  53). 

This  method  of  estimating  the  efficiency 
of  a  pump  is  by  no  means  an  accurate  one; 
but  in  altering  a  pump,  it  is  a  convenient 
way  of  determining  whether  the  alteration 
has  proved  a  success  or  the  reverse.  . 

A  new   easing  of  a  spiral  form  was  now 

designed,   and  a  fresh  series  of  e.xperiments 

undertaken.      These    experiments    were    of    a 

Piu.  53.  much  more  elaborate  nature  than  those  just 

described ;   and   as   it '  may   make   the   deductions   from   them   more 

easily  understood,  their  general  arrangement  will  be  described. 

In  order,  as  far  as  possible,  to  insure  a  constant  lift,  the  pump 
was  supported  on  the  side  of  a  large  "  barge,"  and  the  engine  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  it  was  placed  in  the  bottom.  The  power 
transmitted  to  the  pump  was  estimated  by  the  dynamometer  used 
by  Messrs.  Eastons  and  Anderson  at  the  Koyal  Agricultural 
Shows. 

The  method  of  measuring  the  amount  of  water  raised  by  the 
pump  described  in  the  former  experiments  was  repeated  in  this 
instance;  the  water  being  raised  from  the  Thames,  in  which  the 
barge  was  floating,  and  discharged  back  into  it  through  the  measuring 
tank.  The  lift  was  measured  by  taking  the  difference  of  the  lev- 
els of  the  water  in  the  river  and  that  in  the  discharge  pipe,  as 
shown  by  two  gauge  glasses. 
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The  revolutions  of  the  pump  were  indicated  by  a  counter  attached 
to   the   pump   sliaft.      A   number   of  experiments   were   made   upon 
this  pump,  and  the  results  tabulated  as  follows: 
TABLE  V. 


No.  of 

Gjlloj^of 



Foot  Lbs. 

Foot  Lbs. 

Revolutions 

percent.' 

me^" 

Water 

Dischareed 
per  Minute. 

UftinFeet. 

^^^.r 

Indicated  per 
Minute."^ 

per 
Minute. 

1 

1,012 

14  67 

148,461 

298,438 

392 

49.74 

2 

I.IOS 

14  70 

162,.S7o 

317,158 

394 

51.35 

3 

1,107 

14  65 

175,364 

332,136 

395 

52.80 

4 

1,280 

14.70 

188,160 

343,754 

398 

64.74 

5 

1,350 

14.75 

199,128 

357,194 

399 

55.75 

6 

1,431 

14.75 

211,073 

374,954 

400 

56.20 

7 

1,501 

14.70 

220,650 

388,897 

402 

56.69 

8 

1,568 

14.75 

231,280 

404,737 

403 

57.01 

9 

1,630 

14.80 

241,240 

409,612 

404 

58.90 

10 

1,695 

14.75 

251,987 

419,790 

405 

60.17 

11 

1,753 

14.80 

259,450 

435,630 

406 

59.42 

12 

1,012 

17.40 

176,088 

370,548 

424 

47.53 

13 

1,108 

17.20 

190,576 

388,316 

425 

48.97 

14 

1,197 

17.20 

205,884 

404,156 

427 

51.09 

1") 

1,280 

17.30 

221,440 

417,214 

428 

53.08 

16 

1,350 

17.30 

233,550 

433,054 

429 

53.93 

17 

1,431 

17.40 

248,994 

447,552 

431 

53.63 

IS 

1,501 

17.40 

261,174 

460,512 

432 

56.71 

19 

1,568 

17.40 

272,832 

471,552 

433 

57.86 

20 

1,630 

17.60 

286,880 

479,810 

434 

59.79 

21 

1,695 

17.60 

298,310 

486,050 

435 

61.37 

22 

1,753 

17.60 

308,528 

494,210 

436 

62.42 

23 

1,012 

11.81 

119,517 

238,603 

50.09 

24 

1,197 

11.80 

141,246 

268,970 

52.51 

25 

1.350 

11.83 

159,681 

297,829 

53.61 

26 

1,.301 

11.83 

177,568 

321,918 

55.16 

27 

1,630 

11.92 

194,196 

341,127 

56.93 

28 

1,753 

12.00 

210,360 

357,007 

58.92 

29 

2,029 

12.33 

250,175 

416,954 

60.00 

30 

2,301 

12.12 

278,881 

463,268 

60.13 

31 

2,544 

12.17 

309,604 

503,759 

61.46 

32 

2,765 

12.17 

336,500 

553,346 

60.80 

33 

2,933 

12.75 

373,867 

558,870 

64.04 

Mr.  Parsons  deduces  some  very  valuable  facts  in  relation  to  cen- 
trifugal pumps,  which  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : 

First — There  are  two  totally  different  conditions  in  which  a 
centrifugal  pump  may  be  situated  while  it  is  rotating.  One,  in 
which  it  is  revolving  just  fast  enough  to  raise  the  water  up  to  the 
discharge  pipe,  and  uo  farther;  and  another  in  which  is  is  revolv- 
ing slightly  faster,  and  discharging  water  out  of  this  pipe.  In  the 
first  case  there  is  only  centrifugal  force,  which  is  produced  by  the 
water  in  the  fan  rotating,  that  maintains  the  column  of  water  in 
the  discharge  pipe. 
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In  tlie  se<oii(l  case  tliis  foix-e  is  still  produced,  but  in  addition  to- 
it  another,  which  may  be  called  the  force  of  impact,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  force  with  which  the  blades  of  the  fan  impinge  against 
the  water  discharged  by  the  pump. 

Second — That  a  fan  when  rotating  will  support  a  column  of 
water  the  veloeitj'  due  to  whose  height  is  equal  to  the  tangential 
velocity  of  the  circumference  of  the  fan. 

Third — That  the  internal  angles  of  the  blades  vary  with  both 
the  lift  and  discharge  with  which  the  pump  is  intended  to  work. 

Fourtli — That  the   pump   should   he   so   proportioned  in   its   pas- 
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sages  as  to  have  a  gradually  increasing  velocity  in  the  water 
until  it  arrives  at  the  circumference  of  the  disk  or  fan,  and  then 
to  have  a  gradually  decreasing  velocity  until  it  issues  from  the  dis- 
charge pipe. 

This  coi^dition  is  obtained  by  having  a  conical  or  tapering  suc- 
tion pipe,  a  spiral  casing  surrounding  the  fan,  a  proper  amount  of 
"  whirlpool "  space  in  which  to  eliminate  the  "  eddies '"'  produced 
by  the  ends  of  the  blades  of  fans,  and  a  tapering  or  conical  dis- 
charge pipe.  And  lastly,  that  the  tangential  velocity  of  the  fluid 
being  pumped,  on  leaving  the  fan  or  disk,  should  be  not  more  than 
from  24  to  30  feet  per  second. 

These  facts  would  seem  thoroughly  to  dispose  of  the  fallacy  in 
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making  a  centrifugal  pump  of  one  diameter  of  disk  to  give  tlie  best 
results  and  efficiencies  for  all  conditions  of  lift  and  elevation  of 
fluids  being  pumped. 

The  writer  would  here  present  for  comparison  two  diagrams,  one 
plotted  from  the  results  just  given  in  a  tabulated  form  of  the  ex- 
periments  made    by    Messrs.    Parsons    &    Hesketh,    and    the    other 
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Fig.  53. 


from  his  own  experiments  made  with  a  smaller  pump,  and  pub- 
lished before  in  a  paper,  A.  S.  M.  E.,  Vol.  VII.,  page  608  (Fig.  164). 
Also,  another  diagram  plotted  from  some  of  the  best  efBciencies 
of  large  pumping  plants  with  which  the  writer  is  familiar,  and  a 
table  giving  some  data  regarding  these  plants  that  may  be  of  value 
as  collected  in  tliis  form,  although  some  of  the  data  have  been 
published  before : 


CENTRIFUGAL    PUMPS    AND   TIIEIE    EFFICIENCIES. 


1 

Sm 

Mis; 

!ii 

i\\ 

M 

eo  : 

k  1 ; 

||feS|p  ; 

11 

1 ;  \ 

Ii 

1 

m  ■ 
2  '.  ': 

m\ 

ii 

S  :  : 

1 

« 

2 ; '. 

\\m 

"^  : 

ipf 

ill 

m^m 

:5  : 

i 

m  '■ 

1 

IN 

4.62    " 

17405.4 
2327. 
19.64 
36.569 
53.75% 
270.05 
90.01 
2.425 
4.459 
2156.16 
718.722 
19.67 
8.11 
48,846,204 
3ho,is. 

Nil 

■,o<o 

Diameter  suction  and 
Diameter  of  disk.. 
Lift  in  feet 

Water  lift  in  H.  P. 

Indicat«d  H.  P.  Eneui. 

Efficiency  W.H.P^I.  HI'          ,, 

Total  coal  consumption 

per  hour.. 

I.  H    P.      " 

wg 

■1" 

III 

CENTRIFUGAL   PUMPS   AND   THEIH   EFFICIENCIES.  237 


t- 

p'-- 

M 

— 

~ 

— 

■— 

— 





L: 

^ 

— 

-= 

1 

= 

_ 

- 

1^11 

— 

— 

^M  i  i  1 

— 

1 — 

— 

r~ 

L 

. 1 : : 

^rrr 

— 

— 

— 

1 

!    i    i 

U 

'^ran 

:     :::>A 

r-^ 

;-,;? 

'1  '■ 

,     ^     i--'- 

i 

[Fia.  54. 
TABLE  VII. 


Makkr. 

Andrews.     .Andrews. 

Andrews. 

Heald 

& 
Sisco. 

Heald 
& 

SiKiO. 

Heald 
k 

.Sisco. 

^ 

Size.' 

..1  No.  9  1  No.  9 

No.  9 

No.  10 

No.  10 

No.  10 

No.  9 

Diam.  discharge .  .  . 

..     9M'       9Vs' 

9Vi" 

10" 

10" 

10" 

9Ji 

"    suction 

..     9h'       9%" 

CM" 

12" 

12" 

12" 

10.3 

"    disk 

..      26"     !     26" 

26" 

30.5" 

30.5" 

30.5" 

20.5 

Rev.  per  minute .  .  . 

..    191.9  ''  195.5 

200.5 

188.3 

202.7 

213.7 

500 

Gals,  per  minute 1513.122023.822499.331673.372044.9  2371.671944.8 

Heightinfeet 12.25     12.62     13.08     12.33   125.8  |     13.0  i    16.46 

Water  H.P '      4.69       6.47:       8.28;       5.22,      6.51       7.8l| 

Dynam'eter  H.P '\     10.09     12.2       14.38;      8.11     10.74     14.02     11 

W.  H.  P.i  ' 


EfiBciencv  - 


D.  H.  P.I 


46.521     53.0       57.57     64.5       60.74;     55.72    73.1 


DISCUSSION. 

Professor  R.  H.  Thurston. — The  case  is  practically  the  same  as 
that  of  fan  blowers,  and  the  remarks  which  might  be  made  in  re- 
gard to  this  case  are  substantially  the  same,  I  presume,  as  would 
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apph"  to  that.  lu  coniiec-tion  witli  the  paper  on  fans  tlie  remark 
was  made  that  Professor  Eankine's  form  of  fan  admits  a  form  of 
vane  which  sliall  be  curved  during  the  earlier  portion  of  its  line 
and  should  become  radial  at  the  end,  and  that  is  the  correct  form 
for  that  type  of  pump.  In  this  paper  it  is  stated  that  that  form 
proved  to  be  entirely  inadequate  to  its  work.  I  never  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  exactly  the  proportions  of  the  pump  as  treated 
in  the  case  referred  to  here.  The  paper,  of  which  this  seems  to 
be  an  abstract,  was  published  in  full ;  but  many  details  of  very 
great  importance  were  omitted,  and  although  I  endeavored  at  the 
time  to  get  more  details,  I  never  could  ascertain  what  were  the 
principal  dimensions.  I  presume,  however,  the  discrepancies  be- 
tween the  claimed  high  efficiency  of  the  Kankine  form  of  centrif- 
ugal pump  and  that  shown  by  experiment  are  verj'  likely  due  to 
the  same  form  of  misapprehension  as  existed  in  regard  to  the  form 
of  the  fan  blower;  that  is  to  say  that  wliile  the  form  prescribed 
by  Rankine  is  absolutely  correct  for  the  conditions  under  whicli 
Rankine  uses  it,  if  that  same  form  be  used  under  other  conditions, 
whether  they  be  differences  of  general  foi-m  and  proportion  or  in 
metliod  of  construction  of  casing,  they  will  probably  prove  very 
inefficient.  I  have  a  faint  recollection  that  at  the  time  of  the 
publication  of  these  results,  or  soon  after,  a  debate  arose  between 
D.  K.  Clark  on  one  side  and  engineers  holding  a  contrary  opinion 
on  the  other,  in  which  the  two  sides  showed,  each  to  its  own  satis- 
faction, that  the  results  of  those  tests  proved  that  Rankine  was 
wi-ong — and  also,  on  the  contrary,  that  Rankine  was  right;  and  I 
imagine  that  the  statement  given  here  can  hardly  be  taken  as  a 
proof  that  the  Rankine  form  of  pump  is  not  a  correct  one. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  to  my  mind  clear  that  the  Rankine 
form  is  the  best  for  all  cases.  In  one  case,  at  least,  in  which  I 
endeavored  to  design  a  pump  on  the  Rankine  principle,  I  found 
that  the  endeavor  to  get  that  form  of  curvature  of  blade  led  me  to 
make  a  very  awkward  form  of  pump  and  such  fonn  of  channels 
as  proved  unsatisf actoi'y :  and  I  gave  up  that  form  of  blade  en- 
tirely and  adopted  the  Appold  form  substantially,  and  so  obtained 
a  very  satisfactory  design.  I  presume  the  fact  is  that  any  one  of 
a  thousand  diilerent  forms  of  pump-vane  can  be  adopted  for  cer- 
tain thousand  sets  of  conditions.  I  presume  the  general  case  is 
simply  this:  the  method  of  operation  of  every  pump  of  high  effi- 
ciency is  one  in  which  the  water  is  taken  in  at  the  axial  line,  is 
diverted  more  or  less  in  a  radial  direction,  is  given  an  accelerated 
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motion,  and  the  afceleration  of  rotation  is  continued  with  radial 
motion,  until,  at  a  certain  point  at  a  fixed  radial  distance  from  the 
center — which  distance  is  determined  by  the  size  and  proportion  of 
the  pumps — that  rotation  is  so  great  that  the  centrifugal  action 
will  balance  the  head  against  wliich  the  pump  works;  which  head 
includes  not  simply  the  static  head  but  also  that  due  to  friction 
and  to  the  acceleration  itself.  Then  that  zone  of  water  revolving 
at  this  maximum  velocity,  being  passed,  the  problem  of  the  engi- 
neer is  next  to  reduce  that  velocity,  to  take  out  kinetic  energy 
until  the  velocity  of  the  water  is  brought  down  to  a  limit  which  is 
as  low  as  outside  conditions  will  permit;  that  is  to  say,  down  to 
the  speed  of  delivery  of  the  water.  In  order  to  effect  that  result, 
we  may  have  any  one  of  a  number  of  different  forms  of  blade. 
Ranlvine  would  make  the  zone  at  which  the  equilibrium  occurs  half 
way  between  the  axial  line  of  the  pump  and  the  outer  surface  of 
the  casing.  He  would  take  the  first  portion  of  this  path  to  give 
the  water  its  maximum  velocity;  then  would  use  the  other  por- 
tion, which  would  be  exterior  to  the  pump  vane  entirely,  as  what 
he  calls  a  "  vortex  chamber,"  in  which  the  water,  in  its  whirl 
should  gradually  reduce  its  velocity  until  it  should  come  down  to 
that  of  delivery.  In  that  way  the  primary  and  essential  condition 
of  getting  centrifugal  action  enough  to  overcome  the  resisting  head 
is  attained;  and  then  again  the  excess  of  energy  in  the  water  at 
That  point  over  that  required  for  its  delivery,  finally,  is  restored 
and  economized,  and  maximum  efficiency  of  pump  is  attained. 
But  tliat  same  action  may  be  obtained  by  entirely  different  forms 
of  vane  from  those  given  by  Eankine.  In  the  case  which  I  have 
in  mind  I  was  not  able  to  get  a  satisfactory  design  using  the 
Kankine  vane;  but  I  was  able  to  get  it  by  the  involute  form  of 
vane,  and  could  have  obtained  it  by  a  great  number  of  other  forms 
of  vane  in  which  the  water  would  be  taken  on  without  sliock  and 
delivered  at  the  demanded  velocity,  the  real  condition  of  efficiency. 

I  presume,  without  liaving  enougli  experience  to  be  dogmatical 
about  it,  that  it  is  possible,  within  limits,  to  design  a  pump  to  do 
a  given  amount  of  work  witli  a  given  speed  of  rotation.  If  I 
wanted  to  drive  a  pump  at  a  very  liigh  speed  of  rotation  I  should 
adopt  the  Appold  curve,  carrying  it  back  so  as  to  produce  a  sharp 
curvature.  If  I  wanted  to  run  my  pump  at  moderate  speed  I 
should  adopt  more  nearly  Rankine's  form  of  curve.  If  I  wanted 
to  drive  at  a  low  speed  of  rotation  I  should  adopt  a  form  which 
would  be  like  that  which  I  showed  this  morning.     In  making  such 
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designs,  or  rather  in  designing  pumps  or  blowers  for  general  work, 
I  tliink  it  will  be  found  advisable  to  modify  the  form  of  vano  to 
suit  the  velocity  desired  to  be  given  it. 

I  would  suggest,  further,  that  there  are  other  modes  than  that 
adopted  by  Prof.  Rankine,  and  before  him  by  Prof.  Thompson,  of 
utilizing  energy  which  has  been  thus  stored  in  the  whirl.  One  is 
to  make  the  pump-vane  of  such  form  that  it  shall  bring  the  speed 
of  rotation  up  to  the  desired  point;  then  carrying  the  blade  be- 
yond the  point  at  which  Eankine  would  terminate  liis,  throwing  it 
sharply  backward  in  such  a  way  that  the  issuing  Jets  shall  be 
thrown  backward,  and  surplus  enei-gy  taken  up  so  as  to  act  effect- 
ively in  balancing  the  action  of  the  pump  itself,  and  in  securing 
maximum  efficiency. 

Another  way  of  com'erting  kinetic  energy  is  that  of  receiving 
water  issuing  at  maximum  speed — as  in  a  pump  in  which  tliu 
vanes  are  radial  at  their  extremities — in  a  cone-shaped  pipe  in 
wliich  its  velocity  may  be  gradually  reduced  by  the  expansion  of 
the  pipe  and  by  increasing  the  pressure  head  within  the  cone,  tliu- 
producing  exactly  the  same  result  as  the  other  devices.  So  it 
would  seem,  I  should  say,  very  probable  that  a  great  variety  of 
types  of  centrifugal  pumps  and  blowers  may  be  made,  each  of 
which  shall  be  founded  on  a  specific  method  of  first  producing  and 
then  of  economizing,  the  energy  of  rotation. 

Prof.  De  Volson  Wood. — T  may  be  wrong  about  this  particular 
form  of  the  Eankine  pump;  but  this  is  my  impression  in  regar.l 
to  it.  Eankine,  I  know,  in  some  of  his  analyses,  takes  the  casi 
in  which  the  discharge  from  the  vane  of  the  pump  is  radial,  and 
in  which  the  direction  of  the  first  element  is  such  that  when  it  is 
running  with  a  proper  velocity  there  shall  be  no  shock.  That  was 
mentioned  this  morning.  Xow  Eankine  assumes  that  the  propor- 
tions are  properly  made,  and  then  analyzes  the  problem.  He  as- 
sumes that  the  best  efficiency  will  be  produced  when  the  direction 
of  the  discharge  is  radial.  This  is  very  nearly  true.  It  is  not 
theoretically  exact,  but  it  is  very  nearly  exact.  Xow  if  that  is  the 
ease,  it  may  be  certain  that  if  a  wheel  be  run  with  a  different  \c- 
locity,  then  you  get  a  different  efficiency,  so  that  if  a  Eankiuu 
centrifugal  wheel  were  properly  proportioned  to  accomplish  this 
end,  and  somebody  experimented  upon  it,  running  it  with  a  veloc- 
ity half  what  it  ought  to  have  or  twice  what  it  ought  to  have,  it 
will  not  give  the  best  efi5eieney.  Now  in  regard  to  the  form  of  tliL- 
vane,   I  understood  the  last  speaker  to  say  that  there  was  a  defi- 
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nite  form  between  tlie  ends  of  tlic  vane.  That  principle  I  do  not 
understand.  Rankine,  in  his  analyses — and  I  only  refer  to  Ran- 
kine  because  he  has  been  referred  to  here  as  having  given  the 
standard  analysis — other  analysts  do  the  same — they  give  us  the 
direction  of  the  vane  at  the  start,  the  initial  element;  they  give  us 
the  direction  of  the  vane  at  the  final  element.  Between  those 
you  may  have,  as  the  last  speaker  suggested,  an  infinite  number 
of  curves.  It  shall  be  a  smooth  curve;  but  I  have  never  seen 
anything  which  determines  its  law.  It  is  arbitrary  with  you;  it  is 
arbitrary  with  me;  it  is  just  as  arbitrary  as  the  path  of  a  particle 
from  a  point  to  a  horizontal  plane,  the  velocity  will  be  the  same 
whether  it  goes  down  a  straight  line  or  a  curved  line,  friction  neg- 
lected. So  with  this  there  may  be  an  infinite  variety  of  forms 
between  the  ends  of  the  vanes. 

One  -word  in  regard  to  an  experiment  which  I  once  made  with 
two  pumps  to  test  their  efficiencies.  I  had  the  pumps  taken  apart, 
and  one  of  them  showed  a  smooth  passage-way  in  the  bucket  or 
vane,  while  the  other  had  an  angle  in  it,  and  I  said  to  myself  the 
former  pump  will  beat  of  course.  It  is  constructed  on  the  right 
principle.  We  ran  the  two  pumps  slow  at  first :  the  former  did 
Ijetter  than  the  latter.  We  ran  them  at  a  higher  speed:  the  for- 
mer still  did  better  than  the  latter,  but  not  so  much  better.  We 
ran  them  at  a  still  higher  speed,  and  the  former  was  only  a  little 
more  efficient  than  the  latter.  Experiments  were  stopped  ^at  that 
time.  I  did  not  make  the  computation  at  the  time,  and  conse- 
quently did  not  know  the  facts  which  I  have  just  stated.  But 
afterward  in  making  the  reductions  it  appeared  quite  plain  that 
if  we  had  run  both  at  much  lower  speed,  requiring  them  to  do 
greater  work,  the  pump  having  the  angle  in  its  bucket  would  have 
given  a  better  efficiency  than  the  other,  so  that  I  was  convinced 
that  a  simple  inspection  of  the  pump  was  not  sufficient  to  de- 
termine whether,  at  all  speeds,  one  would  be  better  than  the 
other. 

Mr.  Hugo  Bilgram.—lt  appears  to  me  that  the  difEerence  be- 
tween the  blades  with  radial  ends  and  those  of  an  involute  fonn 
may  be  due  to  the  section  of  the  pump.  AYhen  following  the  path 
which  the  water  assumes,  after  entering  the  central  orifice,  we 
find  it  takes  the  form  of  a  spiral  as  shown  in  sketch.  The  angular 
velocity  of  the  mass  of  water  in  rotation  is  the  same  at  all  points, 
but  the  linear  velocity  increases  with  the  distance  from  the  cen- 
ter.    If  the   section   is   such   that   the    width   decreases   as   the   dis- 


242 


CENTRIFUGAL    PUMPS    AND    TIIEIU    EFFICIENCIES. 


tant-e  from  tlie  center  increases,  namely,  if  the  outline  follows  the 
form  of  a  hyperbola,  the  spiral  which  the  water  describes  will  be 
strictly  an  arithmetical  spiral,  which  will  be  steeper  when  a 
greater  quantity  of  water  is  passing,  owing  to  less  pressure,  and 
of  less  rise  when  a  high  head  retards  the  flow  of  water.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  force  which  the  blades  must  transmit  to  the  water 
will  be  transmitted  with  the  greatest  efficiency  if  tlie  blades  are  at 
right  angles  to  the  direction  of  the  impelling  force.  Therefore  all 
elements  of  the  curve  of  the  blades  should  be  at  right  angles  with 
the  patli  of  ttie  water.  It  should,  therefore,  be  an  arithmetical 
spiral  in  the  opposite  direction,  as  indicated  in  the  sketch  Fig. 
55,  and  its  form  will  be  steeper,  i.e.,  more  nearly  radial,  as  the 
pressure  to  be  overcome  is  greater. 

When  the  section  of  the  fan  is  square  instead  of  hyperboloidal, 
the    spiral,    instead    of    being    of    the    arithmetical    type,    will    con- 
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Fig.  55. 
stantly  *  diminish  in  width  as  it  approaches  the  circumference. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  form  of  the  blades  will  tend  to 
approach  a  radial  direction  in  order  to  have  its  elements  normal 
to  the  path  of  the  water,  and  this  is  presumably  the  condition 
assumed  by  Prof.  Rankine  when  he  proposed  this  form  of  the 
blades. 

Prof.  Thurston. — lie  precisely  inverts  that.  lie  proposed  that 
form  of  blade  for  your  first  case  for  the  hyperboloidal  section. 

Mr.  Bilgram. — Then  I  fail  to  see  why  the  form  at  the  tips 
should  approach  a  radial  direction,  for  the  transmission  of  force 
is  certainly  not  as  advantageous  as  it  would  be  were  the  blades  at 
right  angles  to  the  motion  of  the  water,  i.e.,  to  the  direction  in 
which  the  accelerating  force  is  to  be  transmitted. 

After*  a  more  mature  consideration  of  the  problem  T  found 
that  I  erred  in  stating  the  curve  which  runs  normal  to  an  arith- 
metical spiral  to  be  also  an  arithmetical  spiral,  while  in  reality  it 

*Added  after  adjournment. 
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becomes  more  nearly  radial  as  it  leaves  the  center;  hence  the 
curve  given  by  Prof.  Rankine  is  really  complying  with  the  condi- 
tions which  formed  the  basis  of  my  remarks. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Denton. — I  fail  to  be  convinced  by  the  contents  of 
the  pai)er  or  l)y  the  remarks  of  Prof.  Thurston  that  there  can  be 
any  such  inferiority  in  the  Eankine  form  of  blade  as  the  paper 
claims. 

Of  course,  theoretical  speculation  or  deduction  must  yield,  when 
it  is  shown  to  be  opposed  to  the  results  of  actual  measurement, 
but  such  theory  as  is  involved  in  the  principles  of  Rankine's  cen- 
trifugal pump  requires  the  most  positive  experimental  evidence  to 
weaken  it.  I  think  that  any  practical  engineer  will  admit,  what- 
ever his  just  skepticism  regarding  the  ability  of  mathematicians  to 
derive  results  which  are  capable  of  practical  application,  that  the 
history  of  the  development  of  turbine  water-wheels  testifies  to  the 
fact  that  all  improvements  in  such  wheels  represent  inventions  to 
accomplish  three  things,  viz. : 

(1)  To  enable  as  much  as  possible  of  the  whirling  motion  of 
the  water  to  be  taken  from  it  by  the  blades  of  the  wheel. 

(2)  To  enable  (1)  to  be  accomplished  with  the  least  possible 
size  of  wheel  per  horse  power. 

(3)  To  enable  (1)  and  (2)  to  be  accomplished  consistentlv  with 
the  smoothest  and  most  direct  passage  of  tlie  water  into  and 
through  the  wheel. 

These  are  principles,  the  realization  of  any  or  all  of  which  in 
the  proportions  of  a  turbine  wheel  are  indisputably  connected 
with  the  improvement  of  that  wheel,  by  the  testimony  of  all  intel- 
ligent hydraulic  engineers.  Consequently,  we  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  the  reverse  proposition  will  be  equally  true,  viz.:  Any 
design  which  realizes  these  three  principles  completely,  must  be 
superior  to  any  that  realizes  them  in  a  less  degree,  and  it  is  under 
this  proposition  that  I  would  have  Rankine's  statements  judged 
regarding  the  radial  tipped  blade  in  centrifugal  pumps.  The 
three  desirable  elements  in  the  pump  are  similar  to  the  turbine— 

1.  That  the  water  shall  enter  smoothly;  which  the  inclination 
of  the  inner  end  of  the  blade  accomplishes. 

2.  That,  as  much  as  possible  of  the  rotary  motion  of  the  blade 
must  be  imparted  to  the  water,  which  can"  be  best  accomplished 
by  pressing  upon  the  water  in  a  direction  normal  to  the  rotary 
path  of  the  blades.  This  requires  that  the  blade  be  radial,  and 
hence  it  is  made  to  become  so  as  quickly  as  possible  bv  connect- 
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iug   the    iiu'liiicil    iiinci-   edge   hy   the   shortest   possible   smooth   eiirve, 
leading  to  n  liulial  (Uiter  extremity  or  tip. 

3.  Thai  tlic  gi\eLi  centrifugal  effect  shall  he  obtained  with  the 
least  possible  size  or  weight  of  wheel.  This  also  calls  for  a  radial 
blade,  for  a  curved  blade  would  accelerate  the  water  in  a  direction 
inclined  to  the  radius,  and  the  rotary  component  (which  is  alone 
available  for  raising  water  through  centrifugal  force)  of  such 
acceleration  would  be  ec|ually  well  obtained  by  a  radial  blade  of 
less  extent  or  weight.  The  advantages  regarding  friction  cannot 
be  favorable  to  the  curved  blade,  which  affords  an  unnecessarily 
indirect  path  to  the  free  vortex  beyond  the  pump  blades. 

These  simple  fundamental  principles  should  merit  the  sanir 
confidence  as  those  accepted  for  turbines,  and  before  T  shall  be 
willing  to  sacrifice  any  of  my  own  confidence  in  them  to  opposiim 
experimental  deductions,  I  must  see  a  better  means  of  measurm- 
power  than  the  one  set  forth  in  this  paper,  viz.:  the  measureiiimi 
of  the  quantity  of  water  evaporated  from  a  boiler  in  a  given  time, 
the  possible  error  of  which  we  all  know  to  be  such  as  to  stamp  the 
method  and  its  results  as  positively  crude,  and  throw  a  doul)t  o\i'r 
all  the  data  presented. 

Xo  experiments  are  more  difllieult  to  iicil'(ii-iii  accurately  lliau 
the  measurement  of  the  aiiimi  of  lluiils.  Tuibine  tests  have  now 
received  such  elabinate  altriiiiini  iluit  llic  value  of  slight  varia- 
tions of  form  in  a  wheel  can  be  reliably  determined,  but  centiiln 
gal  pumps  and  fans,  I  believe,  have  yet  to  receive  the  benefit  ■<< 
such  measurements,  and  T,  therefore,  do  not  believe  that  any  ex- 
periments have  ever  reliably  disproved  such  sound  theory  as 
Rankine  has  left  us,  and  I  do  not  find  myself  able  to  supjircss  the 
thought  that  until  Prof.  Thurston  is  ready  to  supply  us  with  the 
results  of  experiment  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily  disestablish- 
ing IJankine's  views,  he  should  avoid  any  attempt  to  destroy  the 
force  of  an  authority  whose  genius  in  mechanical  analysis  was  of 
the  nature  of  inspiration. 

Prof.  Thurston. — 1  merely  desire,  since  I  have  been  referred 
to,  to  say  that  I  have  made  no  experiments,  and  know  no  facts, 
that  look  in  the  direction  of  overturning  Professor  liaid<ine's 
theory.  I  very  cordially  indorse  all  that  has  been  said  in  regard 
to  Professor  Rankine  and  his  woik.  What  1  meant  to  say,  and; 
what  I  did  say,  was  that  the  apparent  discrepancies  between  whatj 
has  been  shown  in  this  paper,  as  telling  against  Rankine's  work,! 
and   the  results  that   were   predicted   by   Rankine,  or   were   antici- 
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pated  from  tlie_  use  of  Kankine's  method,  probably  are  due  to  the 
very  sort  of  miseouception  that  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
lias  indicated. 

Prof.  ]Vooil. —  I  wisli  lo  make  (iiic  favorable  remark  on  this 
paper.  I  thouglit  1  had  it  before  me,  but  as  1  have  not,  I  will 
refer  to  it  in  a  general  way.  The  paper  speaks  of  bringing  the 
water  to  the  pump  so  that  it  shall  have  its  greatest  velocity  at 
tlie  pump  and  gradually  lose  its  velocity  from  the  pump  to  the  end 
of  the  discharge  pipe.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  beautiful  recogni- 
tion of  the  principle  of  energy  where  the  shock  of  sudden  change 
of  velocity  is  avoided,  and  that  the  principle,  theoretically,  was  a 
good  one. 

Mr.  Will.  0.  Webber.* — I  have  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest 
tlie  discussion  of  my  paper  by  Profs.  Thurston  and  Wood,  and 
ilr.  Bilgram,  and  while  they  may  be  right  in  sustaining  Prof. 
Kankine  and  his  formulfp,  for  the  exact  speed  and  other  condi- 
tions for  which  he  calculated  them,  still  I  am  convinced,  from 
the  very  numerous  experiments  which  I  have  made  with  over 
tv.enty  different  forms  of  disks,  and  T\-ith  the  apparatus  described 
in  my  first  paper  on  Centrifugal  Pumps,  which  I  know  to  be  accu- 
rate, and  which  Mr.  Jas.  B.  Francis  has  seen  and  approved  of, 
that  TJankine's  formulfe  will  not  and  do  not  give  the  best  re- 
sults wjien  applied  to  the  ordinary  commercial  use  of  such  pumps. 
In  the  first  place,  in  a  commercial  sense,  it  would  not  be  possi- 
ble to  design  a  pump  for  every  different  condition  of  lift  and 
speed.  So  for  this  reason  I  have  designed  three  classes  or  sizes 
of  pumps,  called  respectively  A,  B,  and  C ;  the  A,  being  for 
higher  lifts  and  low  speeds;  the  B,  for  moderate  lifts  and 
medium  speeds,  and  the  C,  for  low  lifts  and  faster  speeds. 

I  have  found  that  a  curve  representing  very  nearly  the  curve  of 
rolling  friction,  i.e.,  the  epicycloidal  curve,  drawn  tangent  to  the 
circle  of  tiie  hub  of  disk,  with  a  diameter  of  rolling  circle  equal  to 
one-iialf  the  radius  of  disk  and  prolonged  at  the  same  degree  of 
increasing  curvature  to  tiie  periphery  of  disk,  has  given  the  best 
results,  not  only  by  experiments  in  the  testing  flume  but  in  actual 
practice  in  every-day  work.  I  propose,  as  soon  as  my  duties 
will  allow  me,  to  furnish  another  paper  on  this  subject  of  forms  of 
disks  to  tlie  society  for  their  consideration  and  further  discussion. 

There  is  a  pump  now  built  in  this  country  using  the  Rankine 
fan  with  the  curvature  changed  to  radial  on  the  outer  ends  of 
*In  closing  discussion  under  the  rules. 
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blador;,  and  no  tests  of  this  j^umii  in  actual  service  have  ap- 
proached the  efficiencies  obtained  by  Gwj'nne's  pumps  in  Eng- 
land or  my  pump  in  tliis  country.  It  may  be,  of  course,  that  the 
Eankine  pumps  never  happened  to  he  in  the  exact  condition  for 
which  they  were  best  adapted,  but  tlie  fact  remains  the  same  as  I 
have  stated. 

I  have  fully  appreciated  tlie  value  of  the  vortex  chamber  in  my 
pumps,  and  in  my  later  designs  have  increased  its  amount  nearly 
50  per  cent.,  but  I  do  not  thinli,  and  have  experiments  to  back  my 
opinion,  that  the  diameter  of  the  disk  should  be  in  any  case  less 
than  equal  to  one-half  the  diameter  of  vortex-space,  and  think 
further  that  the  proportion  should  be  about  three-quarters  of  disk 
to  one-quarter  of  vortex  chamber  at  the  greater,  and  down  to 
seven-eighths  and  one-eighth  at  least. 
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CCLXXV. 
rilE  rSE  OF  KERO^EyE  OIL  IS  STEAM  BOILERS 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Tin;  action  of  kerosene  oil  for  the  prevention  of  scale  in  steam  boil- 
ers is  a  subject  upon  which  the  books  appear  to  be  silent.  At  least 
tile  writer  has  been  unable  to  find  any  practical  data  that  could  be 
made  use  of  in  determining  its  value  as  a  scale  destroyer.  It  has 
often  been  recommended,  but  its  application  for  that  purpose,  so  far, 
has  been  quite  limited.  Many  theories  in  regard  to  its  action  in- 
side steam  boilers  have  been  indulged  by  engineers,  but  no  sys- 
tematic course  of  treatment  has  yet  been  brought  to  my  notice. 
Therefore  a  portion  of  practical  experience  in  that  line  is  presented 
herewith,  with  the  hope  that  others  may  be  induced  to  compare 
notes  and  all  parties  concerned  receive  substantial  benefit.  In  con- 
sultation with  an  engineer  for  whom  I  entertain  a  very  high,  re- 
gard, he  suggested  that  I  try  erade  petroleum,  as  it  was  better  than 
kerosene,  but  he  gave  no  plausible  reason  why,  nor  advice  as  to  the 
quantity,  or  method  of  introducing  it.  There  was  but  one  course 
left. for  me  to  pursue,  which  was  to  try  some  experiments. 

At  the  Jersey  City  Electric  Light  Company's  station  we  have  two 
sectional  boilers  of  the  new  Eoot  type,  100  horse  power  each,  and 
one  of  155  horse  power.  We  use  the  Passaic  water,  which  makes 
a  great  deal  of  scale,  and  in  the  steam  space  I  have  noticed  a  very 
marked  corrosive  action,  more  especially  upon  the  cast-iron  flanges 
of  the  safety  valves.  Witliin  the  shell  boilers  wliieh  we  formerly 
used  hard  scale  was  formed  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  we  could  not 
get  a  scraper  between  the  tubes,  to  remove  all  of  it.  In  the  dry  sea- 
son salt  water  found  its  way  into  the  reservoir,  and  I  now  have 
large  lumps  of  saline  matter  which  were  removed  from  our  boilers. 

In  the  boilers  which  we  are  now  using  hard  scale  would  form  so 
as  to  more  than  half  fill  some  of  the  four-inch  tubes  of  which  our 
boilers  aie  principally  composed.  Something  had  to  be  done.  I 
had  tried  several  compounds,  with  more  or  less  degrees  of  success, 
i)ut  still  the  interior  of  our  boilers  could   not  be  kept  clean.     We 
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tried  lilowinj;  off.  used  serapers  and  other  device.s,  Init  without  ob- 
tainiiiij  peinianent  relief.  The  deposit  was  mostly  in  the  lower  row 
of  tube.*  and  within  four  feet  of  the  back  ends  near  the  mud  drum. 
The  loss  of  heat  due  to  this  incrustation  was  great. 

Xystiom    <rives    the    following   formula    for   calculating   this    loss: 

•^~^N/7''  '"  which  /  c(iuals  the  thickness  of  scale  in  sixteenth.*' of 

an  inch,  and  //  the  per  cent.  From  this  it  would  seem  that  a  scale 
of  one-si\teentii  would  cause  a  loss  of  about  fifteen  per  cent.;  three- 
sixteenths,  twenty-three  per  cent.,  and  so  on.  Some  have  claimed 
the  conductivity  of  scale  to  be  at  least  thirty  per 
cent,  less  than  iron,  hence  we  recognize  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  boilers  free  from  scale  and  sedi- 
ment. 

As  a  preliminary  experiment  with  kerosene  oil, 
I  took  a  test  tube  of  one  inch  diameter,  and  in  it 
placed  a  lump  of  scale  taken  from  our  boilers. 
A  table-spoonful  of  water  was  then  added,  with  a 
film  of  kerosene  upon  its  surface.  Heat  was  then 
applied  from  a  Bunsen  burner.  When  ebullition 
began,  the  kerosene  separated  into  globules  and 
lowed  the  sides  of  the  tube  to  the  bottom; 
thence  tiiey  arose  througii  the  center  to  the  sur- 
face. This  action  continued  as  long  as  heat  was 
.ipplied,  and  proved  conclusively,  to  my  mind,  that 
tlie  kerosene  would  not  remain  upon  the  surface 
of  water  in  a  boiler,  as  has  been  argued  by  some 
ingineers.  I  have  since  proved  this  correct  beyond 
a  doulit,  by  drawing  water  impregnated  with 
kerosene  from  the  bottom  of  the  boiler.  From 
(he  time  the  water  in  the  test  tube  began  to 
simmer,  tiie  scale  commenced  to  disintegrate,  and 
contiiiiicd   until  nothing  was  left  but  the  hardest  substances. 

1  concluded  from  this  experiment  that  kerosene  oil  was  just  the 
thing  to  use  in  our  boilers,  so  the  a])paratus  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying engraving,  Fig.  56,  was  made,  and  attached  to  the  feed  pipe. 
It  is  an  inexpensive  affair,  made  of  a  piece  of  five-inch  iron  pipe, 
twehc  inches  long,  with  a  cap  screwed  upon  each  end  as  shown. 
A  pipe  at  the  bottom  connected  with  the  hydrant,  while  the  pipe 
at  tile  top  conx'eyed  the  kerosene  into  the  feed  pipe  w-hen  tlie  water 
was  turned  on.     A  tallow  cock  was  screwed  into  tlie  top  for  filling 
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wliile  tlie  air  and  water  were  drawn  off  at  the  stop  cocks  sliown 
fur  that  purpose.  When  the  feed  water  is  taken  from  a  tank,  or  well, 
wliere  there  is  no  pressure  to  force  it  into  the  boiler,  a  globe  valve 
must  be  placed  in  the  feed  pipe,  so  as  to  compel  the  water  to  flow  tem- 
porarily through  the  reservoir,  in  the  direction  shown  by  the  arrows, 
carrying  the  oil  along  with  it.  Our  feed  pipes  used  to  clog  up 
with  hard  lumps  of  scale  and  rust  from  the  water,  but  since  we 
began  using  kerosene  these  pipes  are  all  clean  and  tliey  do  not 
rust.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  reservoir  be  placed  so  that 
the  kerosene  may  pass  through  all  the  water  pipes,  if  possible. 
Wlicii  (lur  apparatus  was  ready  for  use  the  water  was  blown  off 
from  a  100  horse-power  boiler,  the  blow  cock  closed,  and  two 
quarts  of  kerosene  oil  introduced.  The  injector  was  then  started 
(iiy  steam  from  one  of  the  other  boilers),  and  as  the  water  rose, 
the  kerosene  reached  every  part  of  the  interior  surface.  Before 
filling  this  boiler  an  examination  was  made,  which  showed  scale 
in  the  tubes  of  three-sixteenths  to  one-quarter  inch  in  thickness, 
wliile  in  the  headers  it  was  half  an  inch  thick  in  places.  We 
never  put  cold  water  in  our  boilers,  either  to  wash  or  fill  them, 
unless  they  are  cokl,  for  I  have  known  cracks  to  originate  in 
steel  boilers  bj'  so  doing.  We  put  in  two  quarts  of  kerosene 
every  other  day  for  one  month,  when  this  boiler  was  blown  off 
at  ten  pounds  pressure.  It  was  then  opened  and  examined, 
when  we  found  that  the  scale  was  partly  dissolved  and  loosened 
.eo  that  a  scraper  removed  most  of  it  from  the  inside  of  the 
tubes.  The  scale  in  the  headers  remained  quite  hard,  although 
the  surface  was  softened  by  the  action  of  the  kerosene.  The 
blow-off  cock  was  then  closed,  and  two  quarts  of  kerosene  put 
in,  after  which  the  boiler  was  filled  with  water,  as  described. 
The  ohjci-t  of  putting  in  the  kerosene  first  is  to  have  it  ])ene- 
trate  the  scale  and  loosen  it,  as  the  water  rises;  and  we  know 
that  it  does  this.  During  this  second  month,  we  used  the  same 
<juantity  of  kerosene,  and  in  the  same  way  as  the  first  month. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  water  was  blown  oil',  ami  an 
examination  revealed  the  tubes  perfectly  clean;  there  was,  how- 
ever, some  scale  left  in  the  headers,  but  it  was  so  soft  tliai  it 
could  be  easily  lemoxcd  with  the  finger-nails.  \Vc  iiscil  no 
scraper  this  time,  hut  just  i-losed  the  boiler,  put  in  two  i|uaiis  of 
kerosene,  and  filled  it  as  at  first.  During  the  tliii'd  month  we 
blew  down  two  gauges  of  water  every  week,  and  iisrd  the  same 
quantity    of    kurosene    as    before.      At    the    cxiiiiation    of    the    Ihirtl 


250  TJIE    USE    OF    KIClfOSENE    OIL    IX    STEAM    BOILERS. 

niontli  we  blew  oli  the  water  and  opened  the  boiler,  when,  to  our 
satisfaction,  we  found  it  clean — a  condition  that  never  before  existed 
since  we  started  the  boilers.  The  dirt  had  all  settled  in  the  miul- 
drum  and  when  the  blow-oS  cock  was  opened,  it  passed  into  the 
sewer.  Not  a  teaspoonful  of  sediment  was  found  inside  this  boiler. 
I  closed  this  boiler  and  ran  it  three  consecutive  months  without 
opening  the  blow-off  cock  or  changing  the  water  during  that  time, 
using  the  same  quantity  of  oil  as  before.  At  the  end  of  the  three 
months  the  water  was  blown  off,  and  no  dirt  was  found  in  the 
tubes,  and  very  little  soft  mud  in  the  mud  drum.  This  I  thought 
was  a  very  conclusive  experiment.  We  then  adopted  a  rule  of  one 
quart  of  kerosene  oil  per  day  for  each  of  the  100  horse-power 
boilers,  and  tliree  ])ints  for  the  1.55  horse-power  boiler.  The  water 
is  blown  down  two  gauges  every  week,  and  the  entire  contents  every 
month.  Water  is  never  used  to  wash  them  out,  nor  is  a  scraper 
necessary;  for  the  mud  all  goes  out  with  the  water.  An  examina- 
tion is  made  of  the  interior,  and  we  put  them  to  work  again.  This 
is  a  wonderful  relief  to  us,  for  the  reason  that  no  scale  forms  in  any 
of  our  boilers,  and  the  corrosive  action  mentioned  as  having  existed 
at  first  has  entirely  ceased. 

For  the  information  and  convenience  of  our  members  who  are 
chemists,  1  append  an  analysis  of  the  Passaic  water  during  the  year 
1882,  from  which  they  may  readily  arrive  at  a  fair  average  of  the 
practical  conditions  under  which  our  boilers  are  operated. 

Another  thing  wortliy  of  special  notice  is,  that  it  was  impossi- 
Ijle  to  keep  a  glass  water  tube  in  use  more  than  three  months  at  a 
time,  and  oftentimes  they  unulil  lnvak  within  two  months. 
Beloie  using  kerosene  these  lulies  would  become  badly  grooved 
and  eaten  away  at  the  upper  ends  so  that  they  would  break.  Our 
engineer  came  very  near  losing  his  eyesight  through  the  breaking 
of  one  of  tiiese  glasses,  and  his  face  was  badly  disfigured  by  being 
cut  with  I  he  hi'oken  glass.  Now  these  tubes  do  not  show  any  such 
action,  and  (hey  have  been  in  use  more  than  a  year. 

1  admit  that  rubber  packing  and  kerosene  oil  do  not  agree;  so  to 
guard  against  any  trouble  from  that  source,  I  had  new  nuts  one  and 
one-half  inches  dee]i  placed  at  the  ends  of  the  glass  tubes,  and  used 
asbestos  wicking,  di|i|icil  in  boiled  oil  and  then  squeezed  dry,  for 
packing.    They  do  not  leak,  and  these  joints  are  permanent. 

I  never  use  rubber  packing  in  flange  joints  about  a  boiler,  or  in 
any  place  where  it  comes  in  contact  with  steam.  For  faced  joints, 
I  insert  asbestos  in  sheets  one-sixteenth  inch  in  thickness;  and  for 
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rougli  joints,  tlic  s^aiiie  material  ont'-eiglitli  iiu-li  thick.  After  pur- 
cliasing  the  asbestos,  I  spread  upon  both  sides,  with  a  brush,  all  the 
boiled  oil  that  it  will  readily  absorb,  and  then  hang  up  the  sheets 
until  required  for  use.     When  a  gasket  is  needed,  we  cut  it  to  the 
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required  size,  then  rub  both  sides  well  with  pure  grapliite,  aud  screw 
it  up  hot,  after  which  no  more  attention  is  required.  We  have  joints 
made  in  this  way  which  have  been  in  use  more  than  three  years,  and 
as  yet  have  showed  no  signs  of  leaking.  I  took  some  of  them  apart 
recently,  and  the  surfaces  separated  very  nicely,  aud  there  was  im 
evidence  of  rusting  or  corrosive  action  upon  them.  A  short  tiim 
since,  one  of  our  neighbors  had  great  difficulty  in  making  a  joint 
upon  a  badlv  rusted  mud  drum  of  a  shell  boiler,  and  it  could  not  lir 
kept  tight  for  any  considerable  length  of  time.  He  made  a  gasket 
of  asbestos  prepared  as  described,  and  has  not  touched  it  since.  In 
taking  apart  our  flanged  joints,  we  broke  no  bolts  nor  split  any  nut. 
as  is  usual  with  such  joints  made  in  the  ordinary  way;  for,  when 
those  joints  were  made,  we  smeared  the  threads  and  nuts  witli 
graphite  mixed  with  boiled  oil.  This  mixture  occasionally  a]i- 
jjlied  to  the  stems  of  safety  valves  will  prevent  them  from  Cdi- 
roding  and  sticking  fast.  A  small  monkey  wrench  easily  re- 
moved the  nuts,  and  none  of  them  were  rusted.  This  is  the  way 
we  treat  all  of  the  nuts  and  bolts  upon  our  boilers,  and  the  same 
mixture  is  used  in  putting  up  steam  pipe.  The  result  is  that  we 
break  no  fittings  nor  do  we  split  any  pipe  in  taking  them  down,  afti  r 
j-ears  of  service.  I  am  aware  of  instances  where  graphite  usi^l 
upon  iron  surfaces  has  shown,  when  taken  apart,  a  sort  of  IvavA 
scale,  having  the  appearance  of  some  sort  of  cement.  This  is  liahli- 
to  occur  when  the  graphite  contains  foreign  substances,  such  as 
silica  and  sulphur.  The  common,  cheaper  forms  of  graphite  will 
not  give  satisfaction  for  these  purposes;  it  must  be  pure.  The  kind 
that  I  now  use,  and  have  used  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  is  made  by 
the  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  who  have  a  special  process,  by  which  they 
remove  all  earthy  and  mineral  substances,  leaving  the  flakes  of 
graphite  pure.  I  have  never  had  any  unpleasant  experiences  with 
this  grade  of  graphite,  and  have  used  it  extensively,  not  only  as 
described  above,  but  also  in  the  cylinders  of  steam  engines.  In 
conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  crude  petroleum  has,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  been  used  in  steam  boilers  during  the  past  eleven  years 
and  upward,  where,  with  judicious  application,  it  has  been  success- 
ful in  removing  and  preventing  scale.  While  this  is  admitted,  I 
must  also  acknowledge  that  great  damage  to  boilers  has  resulted  by 
not  observing  the  necessary  precautions  in  the  quantity  put  into 
the  boiler  each  time.  I  will  mention  but  one  instance,  which  is 
that  of  a  tugboat  now  running  in  New  York  harbor.  The  boiler 
was  badly  scaled,  and  some  one  advised  the  engineer  to  use  crude 
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|iftioleuiii ;  #0  lie  "  <j(ive  the  boiler  a  (jnud  duse,"  as  lie  said.  In  a 
few  days  the  tubes  began  to  leak,  and  the  crown-sheet  bagged 
down.  Tlie  boat  was  then  laid  up,  wlien  it  was  found  that  the 
heavy  oil  had  ini.xed  with  the  mud  and  had  formed  a  paste  on  the 
erown  sheet.  This  paste  kept  the  water  from  reaching  the  plates, 
hence  the  result  stated  above.  This  paste  was  so  dense  that  Water 
from  a  hose  would  not  dislodge  it;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that, 
had  kerosene  oil  been  used  in  this  instance  instead  of  crude  petro- 
Ifiiiu,  the  boiler  would  not  have  been  injured.  The  reason  is  that 
ilu'ie  is  not  sufficient  body  in  kerosene  oil  to  form  a  paste.  The 
uliief  objection  to  crude  petroleum  is  that  it  is  too  hea\y,  while  in 
kerosene  oil  there  is  no  substance  whicli  will  stick  fast  to  the  in- 
terior of  a  boiler. 

In  kerosene  oil  we  find  all  that  is  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
I'sired  object  without  the  objectionable  features  just  mentioned. 
1  appreciate  the  fact  that  there  may  be  instances  where  steam  is 
blown  directly  into  the  fibrous  materials  in  the  course  of  their  manu- 
facture, and  also  in  the  preparation  of  articles  of  food,  where  the 
iiilor  or  possibly  the  taste  of  kerosene  oil  might  be  disagreeable; 
Imt  such  instances  are  few,  when  compared  with  tlie  many,  where 
it  might  be  successfully  employed  for  the  prevention  of  scale  in 
>ti-nm  boilers.  Some  engineers  advance  very  queer  theories  against 
the  use  of  kerosene;  but  I  must  assert  that,  for  the  most  part,  they 
are  only  imaginary.  We  have  as  yet  found  no  objections  iu  our 
experience.  Our  boilers  do  not  lift  their  water,  they  are  free  from 
-  nlo.  and  our  fuel  bill  is  thereby  greatly  reduced. 

•     Discr.ssiox. 

Mr.  -/.  T.  Iiiilfjiray. — There  are  many  engineers  who  never  have 
used  mineral  oil  or  its  products  in  steam  boilers  as  a  scale  remover, 
and  Mr.  Lyne's  paper  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  those  who  are 
troubled  with  scale  in  their  steam  boilers.  Whether  the  formula 
quoted  by  Mr.  Lyne  from  Xystrom,  to  calculate  the  loss  in 
evaporation  due  to  the  presence  of  scale,  is  correct  or  not,  we  are 
all  agreed  that  heavy  scale  in  steam  boilers  is  not  only  a  great  loss 
in  the  evaporation  of  water,  but  even  positively  dangerous  from 
the  liability  of  burning  the  plates,  which  thus  are  deprived  (whether 
iron  or  steel)  of  the  necessary  strength  to  withstand  the  steam  pres- 
sure ;  frequently  disaster  results  to  the  whole  structure. 

I  have  been  using  crude  petroleum  for  the  past  twelve  years,  and. 
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by  experiment,  liave  foiiiKl  it  iiioie  efficient  than  ]<erosene,  but  have 
been  very  careful  to  use  crude  oil  4i°  to  50°  gravity,  and  not  an  oil 
that  has  been  reduced  and  put  on  the  market  as  a  cheap  lubricating 
oil.  Different  types  of  boilei's  require  different  treatment.  While 
Mr.  Lyne  could  charge  the  Root  boiler  heavily  and  frequently  witli 
impunity,  as  the  detached  scale  would  soon  find  its  way  to  the  mud 
drum,  and  be  remote  from  the  hottest  place  in  the  boiler,  in  a  hori- 
zontal tubular  boiler  such  would  not  be  the  case.  The  scale,  being 
loosened  from  the  flues  and  shell,  would  collect  in  one  mass  on  the 
bottom  sheet  in  position  to  do  much  harm  (when  there  is  heavy 
firing)  if  not  soon  taken  out.  My  practice  has  been  (and  with  good 
results)  :  Three  days  previous  to  washing  out  in  a  54"  X  15'  boiler, 
to  put  in  about  a  quart  of  crude  isetrolevmi  (not  lubricating  oil)  ;  tlu' 
day  before  washing  out  repeat  the  dose,  and  on  the  day  that  the 
fires  are  to  be  hauled  put  in  about  two  pounds  of  sal  soda.  Then 
wash  out  from  the  top  first,  with  strong  water  pressure.  On  re- 
moving manhole  or  handhole  plates  below  flues,  on  the  lower  sheets 
there  will  be  a  fine  collection  of  loose  scale,  which  can  be  easily  and 
quickly  taken  out. 

The  apparatus  which  T  use  for  introducing  the  oil  and  soda  into 
the  boiler  is  not  as  elaborate  as  the  one  used  by  Mr.  Lyne.  In  the 
water  supply  pipe  near  the  injector,  I  put  in  a  quarter-inch  pet 
cock,  on  the  end  of  which  is  attached  a  piece  of  rubber  tubing,  say 
12  inches  long.  To  operate  this,  have  the  desired  quantity  of  oil  or 
soda  water  in  an  open  vessel.  Start  the  injector,  giving  it  a  limited 
supply  of  water,  drop  the  free  end  of  the  rubber  tubing  into  the 
liquid,  and  open  the  pet  cock.  The  contents  of  the  vessel  will 
very  soon  be  drawn  through  the  tubing  by -suction,  and  must  neces- 
sarily pass  into  the  boiler. 

The  whole  expense  of  the  rig  is  about  o'ne  dollar. 

Mr.  J.  II.  Cooper. — I  have  had  no  experience  witli  kerosene  as 
a  boiler  purger,  but  found,  during  many  years  of  application  to  boil- 
ers in  Philadelphia,  that  a  petroleum  compound  known  as  Allen's 
Anti-Lamina,  worked  well  to  prevent  and  remove  scale.  Latterly  I 
have  known  and  tried  the  Eucalyptus  extract  for  cleaning  boilers 
and  keeping  them  so.  I  met  some  wonderful  statements  about  it 
Avhile  sojourning  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  sought  to  prove  them. 

It  was  then  premature  to  say  that  this  new  boiler  purger  had 
become  a  universal  cure  for  all  the  infirmities  to  which  boilers  are 
liable  the  world  over,  from  the  impurities  of  feed  water;  but  the 
fact  can  now  be  stated  certainly,  that,  so  far  as  tested,  in  the  East  as 
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well  as  the  West,  it  has  performed  all  that  is  claimed  for  it,  remov- 
ing and  preventing  seale  every  time  and  from  every  water  upon 
which  it  has  been  tried. 

To  engineers  the  following  statement  will  prove  interesting,  and 
the  facts  of  it  have  been  fully  realized  by  myself: 

The   Eucalyptus   scale   preventer   is   not   only  harmless   upon   the 

liniler  plates,  but  it  absolutely  prevents  the  rusting  of  them,   and 

n   the  case  of  steamboat  boilers  it  neutralizes  galvanic  action  and 

preserves  them  against  pitting.     It  has  been  used,  also,  with  marked 

success  for  removing  grease  from  condensers. 

Mr.  Louis  G.  EngeJ. — I  am  induced  to  offer  the  following,  be- 
cause caustic  soda  and  other  materials  which  may  possibly  increase 
the  gravity  of  the  water  and  cause  foaming,  have  been  suggested  as 
substitutes  for  kerosene,  and  by  the  clause  near  the  end  of  ilr. 
Lyne's  paper,  '"  Our  boilers  do  not  lift  their  water,"  as  tending  to 
that  condition. 

In  a  laboratory  experiment  of  about  twelve  hours'  duration  in 
TWO  similar  glass  beakers  with  similar  Bunsen  burners  under  them, 
there  was  a  marked  difference  observed  in  the  manner  of  boiling 
between  the  beaker  containing  distilled  water  and  a  quantity  of 
?iale,  and  the  beaker  containing  distilled  water,  a  small  proportion 
iif  kerosene,  and  a  similar  quantity  of  scale.  In  the  beaker  with 
the  kerosene  the  boiling  was  much  more  rapid,  either  due  to  a  loss 
in  gi-avity.of  the  total  liquid,  or  to  the  lubrication  of  the  particles 
nf  water  by  the  oil,  as  the  other  conditions  were  apparently  the 
<ame.  And  further,  when  the  oil  had  been  boiled  out  of  the 
water  by  long  evaporation,  till  the  water  was  practically  odorless, 
the  two  beakers  boiled  in  a  similar  way,  but  a  difference  was  imme- 
diately observed  on  adding  oil  to  one  beaker.  The  experiment  was 
not  strictly  quantitative,  and  I  would  not  like  to  state  that  more 
^^ate^  can  be  evaporated  by  adding  oil  to  it  and  boiling  than  by 
'iling  alone:  but  it  seemed  so  in  this  imperfect  experiment. 

I  am  inclined  to  favor  the  lubrication  theory,  as  the  gravity  was 
uobably  not  sensibly  affected  by  the  mechanical  mixture  of  oil  and 
\\ater;  and  as  it  is  certainly  possible  to  diminish  the  friction  be- 
tween the  wind  and  the  surface  of  the  water  by  a  film  of  oil,  it 
may  be  possible  in  a  similar  way  to  diminish  the  friction  between 
the  particles  of  water  themselves. 

I  trust  that  some  one  may  have  tried  the  same  experiment  and 
arrived  at  the  same  conclusion. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Deniou.^-^lr.  Lyne's  paper  bears  on  a  very  impor- 
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tiiiil  subject.  Tliu  inaiiiior  in  which  lie  lias  liandled  it  shows  his 
skill  in  taking  care  of  iiis  establisliment,  and  the  knowledge  of  that 
fact  and  others  makes  me  think  tliat  kerosene  would  not  always  do 
as  well  elsewhere.  I  have  known  kerosene  to  be  injected  into  boilers 
as  the  paper  describes  and  give  no  satisfaction,  first,  by  not  removing 
the  scale  and  secondly,  by  neutralizing  the  effect  of  the  lubricant  of 
the  engine  cylinder.  If  the  kerosene  returns  to  the  liquid  fuiin — 
I  won't  attempt  to  trace  how  it  could — if  it  returns  to  the  liquid 
form  after  reaching  the  steam  cylinder  and  mi.xes  with  the  cylin- 
der lubricant,  a  very  slight  quantity  of  kerosene  will  very  largely 
reduce  the  viscosity  or  body  of  the  lubricant.  In  some  steamships 
the  injection  of  kerosene  has  been  abandoned  because  of  this  de- 
terioration of  the  lubricating  effect  of  the  cylinder  lubricant,  so 
much  of  the  kerosene  going  out  of  the  boilers  with  the  steam  that 
no  practical  good  was  derived  from  the  oil  in  loosening  scale.  The 
latter  was  always  loosened,  however,  by  the  direct  application  of 
kerosene  with  a  swab. 

These  facts  make  me  think  that  kerosene  may  be  quite  universal 
in  its  effect  if  it  is  made  to  reach  the  scale,  but  that  boilers  ditfer  in 
the  matter  of  allowing  the  kerosene  opportunity  thoroughly  to 
attack  the  scale. 

In  regard  to  the  statement  that  petroleum  sinks  to  the  bottom  of 
the  water  and  bakes  upon  the  surface  of  the  boiler,  reducing  the 
conductivity  and  therefore  causing  burning,  it  is  quite  a  common 
practice,  I  believe,  in  steamships  to  pump  in  petroleum  on  vertical 
surfaces  and  let  it  drip  down  over  surfaces  showing  corrosion;  and 
large  quantities  put  in  for  such  purpose  have  not  given  any  such 
trouble  as  the  paper  describes.  I  know  of  other  cases  like  the  one 
the  paper  describes  in  which  the  petroleum  has  apparently  baked 
on  the  surface,  and  the  opinion  is  prevalent  that  a  slight  quantity 
of  petroleum  thus  deposited  will  largely  increase  the  lack  of  con- 
ductivity of  the  scale,  but  the  best  data  regarding  such  eases  indi- 
cate that  the  animal  ingredient  mixed  with  petroleum  in  steam 
cylinder  lubricants  is  more  responsible  for  these  deposits  than  the 
IJetroleum  itself. 

I  recently  had  cause  to  think  that  the  true  way  to  arrive  at  what 
to  put  into  the  boiler  is  to  analyze  the  scale,  and  not  the  water.  A 
very  scientifically  prepared  compound  based  on  an  analysis  of  tlie 
water,  I  knew  to  fail ;  but  a  very  remarkable  instance  has  lately 
come  to  my  notice  in  which,  everything  else  failing,  a  compound 
adjusted  to  the  scale  was  successful. 
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Mr.  (,■(■-,.  //.  /,V//;c()r^-.— Before  Mr.  Lyiie  closes  the  discussioti  I 
will  sa_v  that  something  over  twenty  years  ago,  I  think,  I  knew  of 
petroleum  being  used  in  Providence,  where  the  scale  is  very  bad, 
by  first  emptying  the  boiler,  then  putting  in  a  quantity  of  kerosene, 
niid  pumping  water  into  the  boiler.  The  kerosene  floated  on  top 
ol  tlie  water  and  touclied  every  part  of  the  scale.  That  was  a 
Harrison  boiler.  It  was  the  only  way  they  could  get  at  the  scale, 
and  it  proved  to  be  quite  efficient  in  that  case. 

Mr.  ,'^chuhmaitn. — May  I  ask  what  that  scale  consisted  of? 

The  President. — Mainly  sulphate  of  lime. 

Prof.  Denton. — How  long  did  it  take  to  do  that?  How  slowly 
was  the  water  made  to  rise  ? 

The  President. — Pumped  up  at  the  ordinary  speed  of  pumping 
11 1 1  a  boiler.  The  boiler  was  in  the  Providence  Tool  Company's 
unrks. 

Mr.  Li/iie. — I  desire  to  say  that  I  have  some  scale  taken  from 
the  boilers  upon  which  we  made  these  experiments.  That  scale 
had  been  soaking  in  kerosene  oil  for  over  a  year,  and  there  is  no 
perceptible  action  in  softening.  It  seems  to  be  only  by  the  boiling 
process  that  it  is  disintegrated  and  loosened,  and  prevented  from 
forming  in  the  boiler.  I  am  also  aware  that  it  is  not  a  new  thing, 
and  that  almost  every  conceivable  substance  has  been  put  into  boil- 
ers for  the  prevention  of  scale.  I  can  recall  one  instance  in  Xew 
York  where  a  friend  of  mine  thought  he  would  try  some  potatoes, 
and  inside  of  a  week  he  could  get  potato  skins  out  of  almost  all  the 
pipes.    Wherever  he  opened  a  valve  he  found  potato  skins. 

In  regard  to  the  use  of  crude  petroleum,  I  have  not  received  a 
reasonable  answer  when  the  question  has  been  asked  as  to  why  it 
should  be  used.  It  has  a  heavy  body,  and  I  think  it  objectionable 
in  a  boiler.  With  kerosene  there  is  not  sufficient  body  to  cause  any 
harm.  A  common  laborer  attends  to  our  boilers  in  that  particular. 
He  simply  puts  the  kerosene  into  the  receiver.  It  does  not  require 
any  special  skill. 

I  have  been  asked  to  explain  what  I  said  about  the  safety  valves 
with  a  cast-iron  bonnet.  Perhaps  you  may  not  all  be  aware  that 
there  is  sold  in  the  market  a  cheap  form  of  safety  valve  with  a  cast- 
iron  stem  fitting  through  a  cast-iron  bonnet.  Now  I  have  known 
such  safety  valves  to  cause  boiler  explosions.  By  putting  a  little  oil 
and  graphite  onto  that  stem,  say  once  in  two  or  three  months,  it 
will  not  stick.  Then  with  reference  to  the  breakage  of  water 
glasses.     With  our  boilers,  before  we  commenced  to  use  kerosene 
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oil,  there  was  a  very  marked  corrosive  action  above  the  water-line, 
and  the  flanges  of  the  safety  valve  were  wasting  away.  The  water 
glasses  would  become  grooved  at  the  top,  and  we  could  not  keep- 
one  in  more  than  two  months  at  a  time.  Since  we  commenced 
using  kerosene  oil  there  is  no  evidence  of  corrosive  action,  and 
these  water  glasses  are  now  just  as  good  as  ever.  The  last  one  we- 
put  ill  lin^  lit'cn  ill  over  a  year.  They  do  not  leak,  and  we  see  no- 
gro(i\iii,i;'  uv  chciiiical  ;u-tioii,  as  was  evidenced  before.  Of  course  I 
am  aware  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  Tmiversal  medicine  for  all 
diseases,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  scale  should  be  analyzed  before 
any  chemical  compound  is  put  inside  a  boiler,  to  be  sure  that  it  will 
not  attack  the  iron.  I  have  known  boilers  to  be  injured  by  putting 
some  compounds  into  them,  and  where  they  were,  so  to  speak,  poi- 
son to  the  boiler,  causing  corrosive  action,  etc. 

I  want  to  say  further,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  not  right  to  set  a 
shell  boiler  in  a  horizontal  position,  because  I  have  known  cases 
where  crude  petroleum  and  kerosene  oil  have  been  used  and  the 
scale  was  precipitated  on  the  fire  surfaces,  causing  the  plates  to  bag. 
The  boiler  should  be  inclined,  to  give  the  scale  a  chance  to  slide 
away  from  the  hot  surfaces. 

Mr.  L.  G.  Eiigel. — -I  rise  to  defend  the  potatoes.  I  think  that 
potatoes  are  in  common  use  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and  I 
know  of  at  least  one  case  in  which  they  were  used  with  good  eflect. 
If  the  gentleman  will  kindly  tell  us  what  we  are  to  use  to  dissolve 
a  silicious  scale  out  of  a  boiler,  there  would  not  be  any  occasion  to 
use  potatoes.  I  believe  potatoes  act  very  much  as  the  white  of  an 
egg  does  with  coffee.  I  cannot  see  the  necessity,  either,  for  putting 
potato  skins  into  a  boiler.  The  essence  of  the  potato  is  all  that  is 
necessary.  The  potatoes  mashed  up  have  a  sufficient  effect  without 
the  skin. 
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THE  Ml/.LIXa   MACHIXE  AS  A   SUBSTITUTE  FOR   THE 
FLAXEU  IX  MACHIXE  COXSTRUCTIOX. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

FixiSHixt;  surfaces  by  rotary  cutters,  or,  in  machine  shop  vernac- 
ular, milling,  has  not  received  the  attention  from  mechanics  and 
proprietors  of  machine  and  tool  factories  which  it  deserves.  There 
a]ipears  now,  however,  an  awakening  among  engineers  to  the 
importance  of  using  the  milling  machine  as  a  substitute  for  the 
planer,  and  it  is  safe  to  prophesy  that  the  places  of  the  two  machines 
will  be  reversed,  and  the  planer  become  the  jobbing  tool  instead 
of  the  milling  machine,  as  now.  During  the  years  1861  to  1865, 
inclusive,  more  was  done  toward  the  development  of  the  milling 
niadiine  than  in  fifty  years  of  previous  experimenting.  The  use 
iif  the  milling  machine  has  made  it  possible  to  produce  the  parts 
of  guns,  pistols,  sewing  m.aclunes  and  other  articles  of  a  similar 
nature,  at  a  trifling  expense  as  compared  with  the  planer,  or  the 
■  ild  and  tedious  method  of  jig  filing.  That  it  has  attained  a 
\cry  high  state  of  perfection  in  the  above  branches  of  maeliine 
work  is  well  known  to  all  mechanics:  that  it  should  have  been 
neglected,  and  not  developed  in  the  field — much  wider  and  of 
quite  as  much  importance — of  general  machine  building,  is  no  less 
a  mystery. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  milling  machine  should  not  be  used 
••<  finish  the  various  parts  of  machine  tools,  locomotive  or 
-Mtiouary  engines,  and  other  large  machinery.     It  may  be  asserted 

at  there  is  no  part  of  a  locomotive  now  finished  on  the  planer 
.  hieh  cannot  be  done  on  the  milling  machine,  if  properly  designed 
for  such  work,  and  at  a  cost  of  from  one-half  to  one-tenth, 
besides,  in  most  cases,  producing  far  better  work  and  nearer  to 
interchangeability. 

In  conversation  with  master  mechanics,  superintendents  of 
shops,  and  others  interested  in  such  matters,  the  reason  given  for 
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iio(  using  tlie  milling  machine  has  been  the  cost  for  cutters;  and 
in  return  the  answer  should  be  that  milling  cutters  are  not  as 
expensive  as  the  single  pointed  planer  tool,  to  produce  a  given 
amount  of  work.  This  is  known  from  an  experiment  made  by 
myself,  which  was  as  follows,  and  although  not  absolutely  cor- 
rect, is  sufficiently  so  to  make  the  relative  cost  of  producing  work 
on  the  planer  and  milling  machine  obviously  in  favor  of  the 
latter. 

One  hundred  pieces  of  cast-iron  16  inches  long,  large  enough  to 
finish  11/2  inches  by  1  inch,  used  for  lathe  racks,  were  given  to  the 
man  in  charge  of  the  milling  machine,  and  an  equal  number  of 
the  same  pieces  to  the  man  in  charge  of  the  planers.  The  cutter 
used  on  the  milling  machine  was  simply  a  plain,  spiral  cutter,  of 
214  inches  diameter  by  2  inches  in  length,  costing  to  make  in  the 
shop,  including  stock,  labor  and  shop  expenses,  two  dollars  and  ten 
cents.  This  cutter  was  sharpened  but  once,  and  then  after  the 
completion  of  the  job,  which  consisted  in  roughing  the  four  sides 
of  the  100  pieces.  The  periphery  speed  of  the  cutter  was  26  feet 
per  minute  and  the  feed  3^/i„  inches  per  minute;  time  consumed, 
44:  hours,  39  minutes.  Two  milling  machines  were  used — one  for 
roughing  and  one  for  finishing  cuts.  The  cutters  required  grind- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  job,  and  so  were  chargeable  to  it;  the  time 
required  to  grind  them  was  22  minutes.  The  wages  of  the  boy 
running  the  machine  was  9  cents  per  hour.  The  total  cost  for 
finishing  the   100  pieces  on  the  milling  machine  was  as  follows: 

44  hours  39  minutes,  at  41^  cents  each  per  hour... $3  99 
Sharpening    cutters,    23    minutes    at    30    cents    per 

hour 11 

Shop  expenses  at  3.t  per  cent,  of  labor 1  39 

Total  cost $5  49 

The  cost  for  the  same  number  of  pieces  finished  on  the  planer 
was  as  follows: 

Planers  used  were  two  16  inches  square  by  3  ft.;  platen  running 
24  feet  per  minute  cutting  speed ;  return  2  to  1 ;  the  feed  was  as 
coarse  as  could  be  used  on  the  roughing  cut, — that  is,  about  22  per 
inch.  Time  consumed  on  each  planer,  25  hours,  46  minutes; 
wages  of  man  running  the  planer  was  25  cents  per  hour.  The 
total  cost  for  finishing  the  100  pieces  on  the  planer  was  as  fol- 
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21  lioui-s  35  minutes  each  machine,  at  25  cents  per 
hour $6  03 

Grinding  and  sotting  tool  10  times,  1  hour,  21 
minutes   33 

Sliop  expenses,  35  per  cent 2  22 

Total  cost $8  58 

Balance  in  favor  of  milling  machine 3  09 

This,  you  will  bear  in  mind,  is  showing  the  planer  to  its  best, 
and  the  milling  machine  to  its  worst  advantage.     Where  the  niill- 

-  machine  makes  the  best  showing  is  in  irregular  work,  which 
the  planer  requires  the  constant  attendance  of  the  workman — 
-  i'  h  as  planing  close  to  shoulders,  cutting  bevels  and  T  slots,  and 
j'i'S  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  advantage  of  the  milling  machine  is  then  seen,  as  the  cost 
ii.ir  attendance  is,  often,  not  one-tenth,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a 
umch  cheaper  workman  can  run  several  machines.  The  cost  of 
tools  in  each  case  was  as  follows : 

Milling  cutters,  first  cost,  $2.10  each $4  20 

Grinding  once,  22  minutes 11 

Total  cost   $1  31 

Planer  tools,  first  cost,  42  cents $0  84 

Be-dressing  by  smitli,  once 16 

Grinding    and    setting    rougliing    tools    19    times,    1 

hour,  21  minutes 33 

Grinding  and  setting  finishing  tool  6  times 10 

Total  cost   $1  43 

Expense     of     keeping    tools     in     order     on     milling 

machine    $0  11 

And  for  planer 59 

Balance  in  favor  of  milling  machine 48 

This  does  not  include  the  time  of  workman's  loafing  in  the 
smith-shop,  this  trouble  being  entirely  done  away  with  in  the 
milling  cutter.  The  milling  tools  after  this  trial  showed  no  per- 
ceptible wear,  or  difference  in  size,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  they 
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would   finisli   fifty  such   lots  of   100  pieces.     The  cost  for  tools  in 
that  case  would  be  about  as  follows: 

Milling  machines,  first  cost $4  20 

Grinding  50  times  at  11  cents 5  .50 

Total  cost   $9    <0 

Planer  tools,  first  cost $0  84 

Re-dressing  roughing  tools  50  times  at  16  cents 8  00 

Grinding  and  setting  950  times  at  1  73-100  cents 16  43 

Finishing  tool  10  times  at  16  cents 1  60 

Grinding  300  times  at  1  73-100 5  19 

Total  cost $33  06 

Balance  in  favor  of  milling  tools $22  36 

This  calculation  on  the  life  of  milling  cutters  is  based  on  what 
lias  actually  been  done  in  the  American  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany's works,  where  I  now  have  charge.  Since  February  15th  of 
this  year,  up  to  the  present  writing — Sept.  14th — there  have  been 
finished  by  one  set  of  cutters  about  15,000  sewing  machine  beds, 
the  cut  being  about  6  inches  long.  These  cutters  have  been  ground 
but  five  times  and  show  but  a  very  little  reduction  in  size.  Com- 
mon sense  teaches  that  a  continuous  rotary  cutting  motion  will  pro- 
duce more  work  than  a  i-eciprocating  or  intermittent  one.  If  in- 
ventors would  turn  their  attention  to  the  further  development  of 
the  milling  machine,  for  general  macliine  work,  instead  of  the  quick 
return  of  planers,  they  would  benefit  themselves  and  be  doing  the 
mechanical  world  better  service.  Some  of  our  large  machine  and 
tool  builders  are  using  the  milling  machine  to  their  great  advantage. 
The  following  may  be  mentioned  who,  to  my  laiowledge,  are  using 
regular  and  specially  designed  milling  machines  to  their  profit. 
Brown  &  Sharp  Manufacturing  Co.,  The  Pratt  &  Wlritney  Co., 
The  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works,  The  Straight  Line  Engine 
Works,  and  others. 

In  conversation  with  one  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  he  men- 
tioned a  milling  machine  shown  to  him  in  Scotland,  having  a  face 
mill  or  cutter  8  feet  in  diameter.  This  machine  was  used  to  face  off 
the  ends  of  beams,  sheets,  and  such  work. 

In  the  construction  of  machine  tools  it  is  possible  to  mill  every 
part  of  an  engine  lathe,  a  great  part  with  common  straight  cutters 
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ami  tlu'  li;ilaiice  witli  special  cues,  ilodurn  cutter  grinding  ma- 
chines, with  their  attachments,  have  made  it  possible  to  keep  cut- 
ters sharj)  and  in  perfect  shape,  so  that  the  old  and  expensive 
metliods  of  grinding  by  hand,  or  annealing  and  working  over,  need 
not  be  resorted  to,  and  modern  ideas  of  the  sizes  of  cutters  neces- 
sary to  do  work  make  their  first  cost  much  less.  A  cutter  of  3 
inches  to  21/2  inches  is  now  used  where  formerly  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  use  one  of  from  i  to  6  inches  diameter. 

The  field  of  regular  and  special  milling  machines  for  small 
work  being  pretty  w^ell  worked  over,  what  is  wanted  is  more 
special  machines  and  fixtures,  built  for  and  adapted  to  the  finish- 
ing of  parts  of  such  machinery  and  tools  as  are  now  finished  on  the 
planer. 

In  the  shop  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  with  which  I  was 
formerly   connected,   milling  machines   and   special  milling   fixtures 
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were  adapted  for  nearly  every  ].)art  of  the  1-t  inches  swing  engine 
lathe.  Tlie  only  part  of  this  lathe  not  milled  was  the  bed  and  a 
small  part  of  the  carriage,  and  this  was  under  consideration  when 
the  partnership  was  dissolved.  As  to  the  cost  of  milling  some  of 
the  work,  without  going  into  details,  we  will  take  the  matter  of  the 
feed  apron,  on  which  there  were  taken  13  cuts,  it  being  finished 
all  over,  being  shaped  as  in  Fig.  57.  The  entire  cost  of  finishing 
this  apron,  16  inches  in  length  and  7  inches  wide,  was  but  7  cents, 
w^ith  the  extra  advantage  of  each  and  every  piece  being  an  exact 
duplicate.  Should  there  be  any  tool  builders  present,  they  can  tell 
the  cost  of  planing  the  apron  shown. 

A  man  employed  in  the  shop  offered  to  finish  6  ft.  14  inch  lathe 
beds  for  60  cents  each  if  I  would  build  for  him  a  milling  machine 
such  as  had  been  sketched  out.  We  were  at  that  time  paying 
$3  each  for  planing  them. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Co.  are  con- 
sidering the  feasibility  of  constructing  a   milliiiii-  nincliine  for  this 
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purpose:  should  they  do  so,  it  would  be  safe  to  guarantee  its  practi- 
cability. The  Putnam  Machine  Co.,  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  have,  act- 
ing upon  my  advice,  made  a  milling  fixture  for  an  8-1-inch  square 
planer,  for  facing  up  the  ends  of  planer  and  lathe  beds  when  it  is 
necessary  to  join  them  together.  This  arrangement  works  perfect- 
ly, the  ends  being  milled  off  before  the  bed  is  removed  from  the 
planer  platen.  When  bolted  together  the  two  pieces  are  as  near  a 
true  plane  as  it  is  possible  to  make  such  work,  while  the  time  con- 
sumed was  less  than  it  would  take  to  remove  the  bed  and  place 
it  crosswise  on  the  planer  platen. 

In  several  tool-building  shops,  fixtures  are  used  for  finishing  the 
end  of  lathe  beds,  they  being  bolted  to  the  bed  and  run  by  a  round- 
about belt  and  having  automatic  feed.  The  cost  for  this  work  is  but 
little  more  than  the  cost  of  attaching  the  fixture  to  the  bed  and 
removing  it  after  the  work  is  done. 

There  is  hardly  any  limit  to  the  devices  for  milling  fixtures. 
Large  shafts  can  be  splined  when  in  position;  key-ways  cut  in 
large  fly  wheels;  and  in  locomotive  construction  and  repairs,  an 
immense  amount  of  money  could  be  saved  in  this  way. 

A  Inrge  special  milling  machine  has  just  been  finished  for  use  in 
the  Straight  Line  Engine  shop  at  Syracuse,  X.  Y.  In  a  communi- 
cation received  from  the  President  of  the  Company  a  short  time 
since,  he  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  machine  was  just  completed 
and  he  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  milling  out  the  T-slots  for  bolt 
ways  in  the  platen,  which  was  being  accomplished  at  the  rate  of  2 
inches  per  minute.  A  few  words  from  him  in  relation  to  its  merits 
as  compared  with  the  planer  would,  no  doubt,  be  very  interesting, 
and  also  the  same  from  the  President  of  the  Ferracute  Machine  Co., 
of  Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  on  an  immense  milling  machine  which  they 
are  constructing  for  their  ovm  use. 

The  advantages  of  the  milling  machine  over  the  planer  are 
many,  among  which  are  the  following:  Exact  duplication  of 
work;  rapidity  of  production — the  cutting  being  continuous;  cost 
of  production,  as  several  machines  can  be  operated  by  one  workman, 
and  he  not  a  skilled  mechanic;  and,  cost  of  tools  for  producing  a 
given  amount  of  work. 

It  is  not  possible  in  a  short  paper  to  show  more  than  a  few  of  the 
advantages,  but  if  an  interest  is  awakened  in  the  possibilities  of  the 
milling  machine,  in  cheapening  the  cost  of  machine  work  of  all 
descriptions,  the  object  of  this  paper  will  have  been  accomplished. 
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Mr.  II.  E.  Toinie.—Mr.  President,  1  would  like  to  draw  out  fur- 
tlier  information  on  this  point,  wliieli  is  a  very  interesting  one.  I 
understand  that  the  author's  advocacy  of  the  milling  machine  in- 
cludes that  tool,  whether  used  with  inserted  cutters  or  solid  cutters. 
Where  the  solid  cutter  is  used  there  are  two  forms  of  tooth  which 
are  in  use:  one  admitting  of  grinding  and  sharpening  without  alter- 
ing tlie  form  of  the  cutter  materially,  and  the  other  not;  the 
former  having  but  a  few  teeth,  well  supported,  and  admitting  of 
considerable  redressing,  the  latter  having  many  teeth  at  much 
closer  intervals,  and  not  admitting  of  dressing.  I  would  like  to 
ask  Mr.  Grant  whether  his  experience  covers  the  use  of  both  forms 
of  cutters,  and,  if  so,  which  it  would  indicate  to  be  the  better  in  the 
long  run? 

Mr.  Chas.  Potter,  Jr. — I  have  had  some  experience  in  the  use  of 
large  milling  maclunes  during  the  last  three  years. 

I  think  we  have  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest  milling  ma- 
chine in  tliis  countrj'.  It  is  an  invention  of  our  own,  constructed 
for  our  especial  use  (printing  presses),  and  will  take  work  seven 
feet  wide  and  sixteen  feet  long.  It  has  seven  cutter  heads,  five 
using  horizontal  or  upright  spindles  with  disks  and  inserted  cutters, 
and  two  using  solid  cutters  with  spiral  or  straight  cut.  The  dura- 
bility of  the  cutters  has  far  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. For  our  use  we  deem  it  fully  equal  to  four  of  the  best  kind 
of  planers  of  similar  size. 

Prof.  J.  B.  Webb. — I  .should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Grant  whether,  in 
milling  machines  of  that  class,  it  is  customary  to  have  a  grinding 
'machine  attached  to  the  milling  machine  itself,  so  that  the  cutters 
may  be  ground  without  taking  them  out  of  the  machine,  or, 
whether  they  are  ground  separately  and  reset  by  the  gauge  ? 

Prof.  J.  E.  Denton. — The  paper  promised  that  we  should  hear 
from  Mr.  Smith  and  Prof.  Sweet  about  some  new  machines.  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  that  promise  realized. 

Prof.  John  E.  Sweet. — I  would  like  the  indulgence  of  the 
society  for  a  few  moments  wliile  I  describe  the  machine  to  which 
Mr.  Grant  has  called  attention,  and  I  do  this  believing  you  will  be 
interested  in  it.  It  is  a  novel  machine  in  so  many  respects,  that 
when  people  come  into  our  works  and  see  it,  one  man  says,  "  Well, 
you  have  got  a  new  planer."  The  next  one,  "  That  is  rather  a 
novel  milling  machine."    Another  may  come  in  and  see  us  doing  a 
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different  class  of  work,  and  say,  "'  That  is  a  pretty  good  boring  ma- 
cliine."  Another  will  say,  "You  have  a  novel  radial  di-ill :  "  and 
another,  "  That  is  a  regular  profiling  machine."  It  i^^.  in  fact,  a 
planing  machine,  with  a  vertical  spindle  in  the  place  of  an  ordinary 
planing  tool.  To  describe  the  machine:  the  bed  is  cast  with  the 
side  plates,  but  not  with  cross-girths,  as  a  planer  is  made,  but  with  a 
solid  top  and  bottom,  so  that  it  is  a  square  box  with  a  bottom,  top,, 
and  sides.  The  object  of  putting  the  iron  in  that  way  is  to  prevent 
torsion.  The  bed,  instead  of  being  twenty-four  inches  deep,  with 
a  four-inch  table,  is  twenty  inches  deep,  with  an  eight-inch  table. 
The  table  is  cast  in  a  box  form  with  a  complete  top,  a  complete 
bottom,  and  three  vertical  webs.  We  use  cutters  as  large  as  eigh- 
teen inches  in  diameter,  and  as  small  as  half  an  inch,  and  the  man 
who  runs  the  machine  says  he  can  manage  a  3-16  drill  easily.  The 
table  weighs  two  and  a  quarter  tons,  and  the  man,  with  a  crank  ten 
inches  in  length,  runs  the  bed  with  perfect  ease,  and  it  runs  an  inch 
and  a  half  at  each  revolution.  The  cross-head  weighs  a  ton,  and  is 
counterweighted  so  nicely  that  the  man  can  run  it  up  and  down 
with  the  ten-inch  crank  comfortably.  The  cross-head  is  guided  on 
one  post  by  a  guide  four  and  a  half  feet  in  length,  and  simply  rests 
against  the  other  post  to  keep  it  square  with  the  bed  of  the  machine. 
The  counterweights  are  suspended  by  band-saws  (without  any  teeth) 
about  one  and  one-half  inches  in  width.  The  posts  are  like  the 
planer  posts  except  that  they  are  cast  hollow  for  the  countei-wciLilits 
inside.  The  counterweight  bands  run  over  sheaves  two  feet  m  ili- 
ameter,  ground  to  exactly  the  same  diameter,  fastened  iducthcr 
with  a  rigid  shaft,  and  tlie  journals  are  simply  rolling  journals 
running  upon  flat  surfaces.  They  only  have  to  move  about  an  inch 
and  a  half.  The  machine  feeds  the  bed  in  both  directions.  It  also 
feeds  up  and  down  by  power  as  well  as  by  hand.  We  use  it  for 
boring,  drilling,  milling,  and  planing.  It  was  made  particularly 
for  our  engine  work.  The  cylinder  of  our  engines  being  cast  on 
the  frame,  gives  us  a  great  deal  of  small  work  to  be  done  on  the 
heavy  castings,  which  would  have  to  be  moved  in  the  usual  shop 
tools.  The  idea  of  this  machine  was  that  we  could  move  the  castings 
slow  and  the  cutter  fast,  save  power,  and  do  the  work  much  faster. 
We  do  everything  in  about  one-half  time  that  it  would  take  on  a 
planer,  but  the  engine  work  is  especially  iitted  for  it.  We  succeed 
in  making  a  steam-tight  joint  between  the  steam  chest  and  the 
cover.  We  are  able  to  cut  slots,  as  Mr.  Grant  says,  two  inches  to 
the  minute.    We  have  milled  off  surfaces  at  a  speed  of  eight  inches- 
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a  minute,  and  the  maxiniuin,  when  the  worm  gearing  is  used,  is  at 
the  rate  of  '/jg  to  a  revolution,  but  less  when  the  spur  gear  is  in  use. 
Mr.  W.  F.  Durfee. — Quite  a  number  of  years  ago  (18-18)  there 
was  a  milling  machine  built  in  England  bj-  Messrs.  E.  B.  Wilson  & 
Co.,  of  the  Railway  Foundry,  Leeds,  from  the  designs  of  Mr.  Rob- 
ert Willis,  the  foreman  of  the 
works.  This  machine  was  in- 
tended for  milling  out  and  fin- 

i-Iiing  complete,  at  one  oper- 

iiion,  solid  forged  crank  shafts 

!  tiie  English  locomotive,  and 
•lie  general  ideas  involved  are 
lustra  ted  by  the  accompany- 
ing sketch   (Fig.  75).* 

The  axle  was  supported  by 
c  enters  C,  C",  by  means  of  tem- 
]iorary  crank  arms.  A,  A,  the 
erank  slab,  S,  lying  horizontal, 
■  lirectly  opposite  the  mill,  M, 
wliich  is  made  with  inserted  teeth  or  cutters,  and  has  a  diameter  of 
lifty-one  iuclies,  and  a  circumferential  speed  of  twenty-eight  feet  per 
minute.  After  all  the  adjustments  are  made,  the  crank,  with  its 
supports,  is  moved  toward  the  mill  M,  until  enough  of  the  crank 
-lot  is  cut  out;  the  horizontal  movement  of  the  crank  is  then 
-topped,  and  it  is  given  a  motion  of  rotation  about  its  supporting 

'  nters   (the  mill  M  still  continuing  to  revolve),  which,  of  course, 

must  be  located  on  the  prolongation  of  the  axis  of  the  crank  pin,  as 

finished.     The  movements  described  result  in  the  cutting  out  and 

iinpletion  of  one  crank  block  of  twelve  inches  throw  in  9i/4  hours. 

Mr.  -John   T.  Hawkins. — I   am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  gen- 

lalization  of  Mr.  Grant,  to  the  effect  that  the  milling  machine 
>hould  or  will  occupy  the  position  now  held  by  the  planer,  or  that 
their  present  fields  will  ultimately  be  reversed,  must,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  be  modified,  and  particularly  in  performing  some 
Lrrades  of  work :  that  is  to  say,  in  the  cases  of  large  eastings  of 
light  dimensions,  requiring  to  have  not  only  some  of  their  surfaces 
dressed  into  shape,  but  also  be  straight  and  true  when  finished. 
In  many  such  cases  it  is  not  practicable  to  use  milling  cutters, 
whose  effort  is  exerted  in  a  line  parallel  to,  or  whose  axis  is  at  a 

*This  machine  is  fully  illustrated  by  a  scale  engra\-ing  facing  page  97,  and  is 
•described  on  page  104  of  Vol.  I.,  Practical  Mechanic's  Journal. 
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right  angle  to,  tlie  surfaces  to  be  dressed;  as,  for  example,  iu  mill- 
ing out  a  wide-bottomed  groove  with  more  or  less  vertical  sides. 
In  all  such  cutters  there  must  be  a  very  considerable  downward 
pressure,  or  a  pressure  at  a  right  angle  to  the  main  surface.  In 
many  such  pieces  of  work  as  indicated  it  is  not  easy  to  support 
them  at  a  sufficient  number  of  points  to  insure  their  being  sti-aight 
when  finished,  under  pressures  coming  from  such  a  cutter,  even  if 
more  than  one  cutter  be  used  so  that  a  very  light  cut  may  lio 
taken  to  finish  it,  and  the  work  be  reset  for  the  finisliing  cut,  as 
must  generally  be  done  on  the  planer.  In  the  latter  case,  too. 
the  expense  or  first  cost  of  cutters  will  be  doubled.  A  planer  tod. 
operating  upon  a  comparatively  narrow  strip  of  surface  at  oin 
time,  if  properly  fonned,  exerts  little  or  no  pressure  downward  or 
at  right  angles  to  the  surface  planed,  and  therefore  will  not  cause 
such  a  casting  to  spring  away  from  it,  as  a  milling  cutter  would. 
It  would  be  difficult,  in  such  a  discussion,  to  enumerate  the  various 
varieties  of  work  to  which  these  considerations  would  apply;  but. 
having  daily  to  deal  with  precisely  this  class  of  work,  and  makin- 
more  or  less  a  study  of  the  question  as  to  how  it  may  be  done 
cheapest,  particularly  as  between  a  planer  and  a  mill,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  milling  macliine  can  never  supplant  the  planer  to 
the  extent  indicated  by  Mr.  Grant.  I  admit  that  the  field  of  the 
mill  may  be  still  very  largely  extended,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past 
few  years;  but  that  the  milling  machine  can  ever  become  the  job- 
bing machine  to  the  exclusion  of  the  jjlaner  now  occupying  tliat 
place,  I  do  not  believe.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  Grant, 
however,  when  he  replies,  as  to  whether  any  experiments  lum 
been  made  to  show  the  comparative  pressure  of  wide-faced  mills 
at  a  right  angle  to  the  surface  to  he  dressed  when  their  axes  air 
parallel  thereto. 

Mr.  John  J.  Grant. — I  would  say  in  answer  to  Mr.  Hawkins, 
that  the  class  of  work  he  mentions  as  not  being  able  to  do  is  oni' 
of  tiie  very  few  kinds  which  can  be  accomplished  on  the  planer 
better  than  on  the  milling  machine. 

As  to  the  amount  of  downward  pressure  by  the  cutter.  T  have  not 
made  any  tests  and  do  not  know  of  any  having  been  made,  to  de- 
termine it.  I  should  think  that  such  work  ought  to  be  done  iu 
institutions  such  as  the  Stevens  Institute  School  of  Technology 
and  others.  Since  the  paper  on  the  milling  machine  was  written, 
I  have  received  the  following  from  the  President  of  the  Putnam 
Machine    Co..    of    Fitchburg,    Mass.:     '"The    rack    cutter    is    doing 
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sploiiilidly,  iUid  yuii  would  be  surprised  to  know  the  iimount  of 
plauers  which  it  is  saving;  as  you  will  remeinlier  we  formerly  cut 
all  our  racks  with  planers." 

The  rack  cutter  referred  to  was  designed' by  the  writer  for  cut- 
ting racks  up  to  2  pitch  (diametral),  which  it  does  at  a  single  cut 
with  milling  cutters,  at  a  cost  of  one-quarter  that  at  which  it  is 
usually  done  on  the  planer,  and  far  more  perfectly. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Towne  in  regard  to  what  is  called  the  involute 
cutter  or  common  spiral  cutter  made  on  a  milling  machine,  I  would 
say  that  for  anything  in  an  irregular  shape  I  would  use  that  form 
of  cutter;  but  for  any  other  purpose,  I  would  use  the  common 
form  of  cutter. 

For  very  wide,  thin  surfaces,  I  would  use  a  face  mill  or  rotary 
planer,  that  is,  a  number  of  inserted  cutters,  around  the  face  of 
the  disk,  the  work  either  set  up  against  an  angle  iron,  or  turned 
the  other  way,  as  Professor  Sweet  mentioned,  on  his  machine. 

Replying  to  Professor  Webb,  I  would  say  that  on  machines 
using  a  straight  cutter  I  would  put  a  fixture  for  grinding  on  the 
bed  of  the  machines,  so  that  each  tooth  should  do  its  own  amount 
of  cutting;  but  where  the  cirtters  are  irregular  in  form  this  cannot 
be  done,  and  it  is  necessary  to  grind  with  a  special  fixture. 
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.4  XEW  METHOD  OF  STOCKIXG  AXD  EELOADIXG  COAL. 

BY  JAMES  M.  DODGE,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  coiiveyois  employed  for  this  work  are  of  two  \arieties : 
Tlie  first,  called  the  flying-extension,  consists  of  an  endless  chain, 
to  which  are  attached  flights  or  scrapers,  forming  a  chain  conveyor, 
at  the  lower  end  of  which  is  a  sprocket  wheel  situated  under  tho 
railroad  track,  and  the  other  end  passing  around  a  traction  whtrl 
secured  at  the  upper  end  of  a  pole,  which  is  held  in  an  upright  po^^i- 
tion  by  suitable  guys.  (Figs.  58  and  59.)  The  conveyors  of  this  kin.l 
which  are  now  in  use  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  lou.i;. 
with  the  upper  end  located  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  feet  above  the 
ground.  The  scrapers  are  8"X  20"  in  size,  and  are  placed  at  inter- 
vals of  two  feet  on  the  conveyor  chain.  There  is  no  support  for 
the  lower  strand  of  chain  between  the  foot  and  head  wheels.  The 
upper  strand  is  supported  on  idler  wheels  at  intervals  of  fifty  feet. 
These  wheels  are  either  suspended  on  wire  cables  or  supported  by 
light  trestle-work,  if  convenient.  The  province  of  the  flyiug-ex- 
tention  is  to  take  coal  from  the  dump  situated  above  the  lower  end 
and  convey  it  toward  its  head  wheel,  thus  forming  a  pile  of  coal 
the  general  .shape  of  which  is  conical,  with  the  apex  under  the- 
lower  strand  of  chain,  and  if  the  conveyor  is  fed  until  it  has  con- 
veyed coal  to  its  upper  end,  the  apex  will  be  directly  under  the 
head  wheel,  forming  a  pile,  say  sixty-five  feet  high  and  three  hun- 
dred feet  across  its  base,  and  containing  about  twenty  thousand 
tons.  The  pile  of  coal  so  formed  is  in  the  best  possible  condition 
to  be  reloaded,  as  there  is  no  trestle  work  or  other  timber  obstruc- 
tion, excepting  the  pole,  in  it.  In  the  event  of  it  being  advisable' 
to  use  the  same  apparatus  at  another  place  after  its  having  built 
one  ])ile,  the  only  portion  remaining  in  the  pile  would  be  the  pole, 
the  value  of  which  would  be  about  $15.  The  apparatus  described 
has  a  capacity  of  about  two  tons  per  minute,  and  this  could  be  in- 
creased almost  indefinitelj",  if  required.  It  is  difficult  to  make  ;i 
comparison  between  the  cost  of  stockinc  coal   by  this  method   and 
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tlie  ordiuaiT  plau  of  using  hand  labor  after  the  space  under  the 
trestle  lias  been  filled  up,  because  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
make  such  immense  piles  of  coal  by  hand.     The  average  cost,  how- 


ever, of  stocking  coal  on  eitlier  side  of  a  trestle  to  a  distance  of 
say  twenty  feet  is  about  thirty  cents  a  ton,  whereas  the  cost  for 
stocking   coal    with   the   flying-extension    is   but   a   fraction   of   this 
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amount.  Tlu'ie  are  four  of  these  conveyors  now  in  use  at  the 
wharves  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  at 
Port  Richmond,  Philadelphia,  and  otiiers  in  process  of  erection. 

For  reloading  the  coal  into  ears  after  it  has  been  stocked,  a  con- 
veyor is  used  which  is  so  constructed  that  it  may  be  moved  sideways 
toward  the  base  of  the  pile,  and  kept  running  continuously  while 
it  automatically  attacks  and  conveys  the  coal  toward  the  trestle 
from  which  it  was  originally  dumped,  at  which  point  it  discharges 
the  coal  into  an  inclined  conveyor  which  elevates  it  to  a  loading- 
pocket,  from  which  it  is  tapped  into  cars.  The  reloading  conveyor 
is  so  constructed  that  it  can  be  swung  to  the  right  or  left,  and  is 
capable  of  operating  on  either  side;  consequently,  by  locating  it 
lietween  two  flying-extensions  it  would  be  able  to  reload  the  coal 
stocked  by  either  of  them.  By  means  of  the  flying-extension 
and  reloading  conveyors  it  is  possible  to  store  immense  quantities 
of  coal  on  vacant  land  at  some  distance  from  the  sea-coast,  and 
theaply  reload  it  and  deliver  it  at  tide-water  as  called  for,  instead 
of  storing  coal  under  expensive  trestle  work  and  upon  valuable 
dock  property. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

Mr.  11'.  F.  Mattes. — Mr.  Dodge's  illustration  shows  the  coal 
stored  in  a  conical  pile.  He  plans  a  conveyor,  for  reconveying 
that  coal  from  the  pile  to  the  railroad,  and  I  would  like  to  ask 
him  how  he  proposes  to  gather  iip  the  coal  on  the  exterior  of 
tiiese  piles. 

Mr.  Dodge. — This  reloading  conveyor  swings  around  the  verti- 
cal line  of  the  mast,  removing  all  the  coal  excepting  that  in  a 
relatively  small  crescent.  If  the  pile  contained  25,000  tons,  this 
little  crescent  would  contain  about  1,000  tons.  It  would  not  pay 
us  to  have  a  reloading  conveyor  long  enough  to  get  that,  because 
laborers  can  trim  this  small  amount  into  the  conveyor. 

Mr.  E.  F.  C.  Davis. — I  would  like  to  ask  what  the  effect  is 
found  to  be  on  the  coal  itself — whether  the  coal  is  not  more  or 
less  destroyed  and  rendered  somewhat  unmarketable  by  the  fric- 
tion of  the  coal  particles  on  themselves,  and  also  how  large  a  size, 
of  coal  this  is  adapted  to — whether  they  can  use  it  for  as  large  as 
egg,  or  whether  it  is  limited  to  stove.  I  would  also  like  to  ask 
about  what  is  the  steepest  angle  on  which  Mr.  Dodge  can  make 
them  work. 
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Mr.  Dodge. — I  would  answei'  the  first  question  about  the  break- 
age of  coal  by  stating  that  the  Philadelpliia  and  Eeading  Koad 
made  us  contract  to  pay  for  any  breakage  of  coal  in  excess  of 
their  average,  and  we  received  a  report,  after  handling  31,000  tons, 
iu  whicli  they  complimented  us  and  said  they  had  less  breakage 
than  formerly  with  hand  labor.  We  have  dumped  a  car  of  steam- 
boat coal  into  a  conveyor  and  carried  it  up  on  the  pile  without 
any  trouble,  although  if  we  were  going  to  handle  very  large  lumps 
we  would  use  heavier  scrapers  and  heavier  chains  than  we  are 
using.  Up  to  furnace  coal  or  broken  coal  the  devices  we  have 
now  are  hea^T  enough.  If  we  lift  the  coal  60  feet  it  will  run  out 
about  120.  We  could  run  the  conveyor  tip  at  a  much  steeper 
incline  than  that,  but  there  would  be  no  advantage  in  it.  The 
size  of  the  pile  is  governed,  of  course,  by  the  amount  of  property 
which  we  have  to  cover.  In  tliis  case  the  head  wheel  being  80 
feet  above  the  ground,  the  base  of  the  pile  would  be  about  320 
feet  across. 

;!/r.  Davis. — I  wanted  to  get  at  the  steepest  angle  of  the  chain 
to  carry  the  coal  up. 

Mr.  Dodge. — I  could  not  tell  the  angle  except  this  way,  that  we 
are  running,  for  instance,  40  feet  high  and  only  8  feet  out  to  the 
perpendicular,  although  to  do  that  we  have  to  have  verv'  large 
scrapers  and  make  the  trough  high  at  the  sides.  If  we  wanted  to 
elevate  perpendicularly,  we  would  use  a  bucket  elevator. 

Mr.  Davis. — I  understood  that  the  chain  simply  dragged  the  coal 
over  itself. 

3Ir.  Dodge. — That  is  true,  but  I  say  if  we  want  to  run  up  more 
vertically  than  the  natural  inclination  of  the  coal,  we  would  have 
to  use  the  trough. 

Mr.  Davis. — Don't  you  find  the  capacity  is  very  much  decreased 
as  you  increase  the  pitch  ? 

Mr.  Dodge. — Decidedly. 

il/r.  Davis. — That  is  one  thing  I  wanted  to  get  at,  as  to  what 
pitch  you  can  make  it  practicable  to  handle  coal  with  a  system 
without  a  trough.  What  I  was  interested  iu  was,  how  far  you 
could  go  without  the  necessity  of  using  troughs. 

Mr.  Dodge. — ^We  have  formed  one  pile  50  feet  high  at  a  dis- 
tance of  100  feet  from  the  trestle.  Although  we  use  no  regu- 
lar trough,  we  put  down  every  10  or  15  feet  old  pieces  of  boiler 
shell  with  the  round  side  up,  so  that  it  would  ease  the  scrapers  a 
little.     We  did  not  notice  that  there  was  any  special  difference  in 
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power  required  wlietliev  we  use  a  trouo-li  or  not,  as  we  did  not 
liave  an  indicator  on  the  engine. 

Mr.  Davis. — We  stock  a  great  deal  of  coal  at  the  other  end  of 
tlie  road  at  the  mines,  but  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  use 
troughs  8  inches,  16  inches,  and  2-i  inches  in  width.  We  scrape 
uphill,  with  them  as  high  as  7  inches  to  the  foot.  Of  course  we 
do  not  carry  quite  so  much  with  a  chain  that  way  as  we  would  if 
it  was  flatter;  but  we  do  it  in  that  way  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
to  get  up  the  side  of  the  hill.  We  found  one  point  about  it  which 
I  thought  would  give  you  trouble.  We  never  drive  the  chain  at 
the  lower  end  if  we  can  avoid  it.  We  always  drive  the  chain 
from  the  outer  end.  We  have  less  friction  and  much  less  liabil- 
ity to  get  foul  and  break,  the  chain.  We  carry  out  power  by  rope 
transmission  and  drive  at  the  outer  end,  and  we  do  that  as  far 
sometimes  as  1,600  feet  from  the  engine.  We  do  that  without 
any  inconvenience  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  with  manilla  rope. 
We  found  them  better  practically  than  the  wire  ropes.  We  find 
it  necessary  to  put  the  troughs  in.  and  that  is  one  of  the  largest 
items  of  first  cost — the  wear  and  tear  of  them  is  very  inconsider- 
able and  the  wear  of  the  coal  is  very  slight  indeed.  That  is  the 
reason  why  I  ask  about  coal  running  over  itself,  because  you 
know  how  coal  is  injured  for  the  market  by  the  abrasion  of  the 
corners,  and  I  had  always  supposed  that  it  would  render  the  coal 
entirely  umnarketable.  We  have  to  be  very  particular  indeed 
about  handling  coal. 

Mr.  Dodge. — I  would  say  that  in  our  catalogue  we  make  the 
same  statement ;  a  conveyor  100  feet  long,  driven  from  the  head, 
will  do  perfect  work.  The  object  of  my  system  is  to  get  immense 
piles  of  coal  without  any  obstructions  in  them,  thus  enabling  the 
reloading  conveyors  to  operate. 

Mr.  Davis. — We  do  not  use  trestle-work.  We  rest  the  trough 
on  the  pile  itself.  It  is  self-supporting.  We  simply  extend  out 
two  40-foot  sticks  of  timber,  and  by  these  two  long  sticks  of  tim- 
ber and  the  troughs  themselves  combined  we  can  extend  that  out 
some  2.5  feet  or  so  and  run  out  coal,  and  it  tumbles  over  the  end 
and  makes  a  support  itself,  and  then  we  make  another  extension. 

The  President. — I  would  say  in  connection  with  this  that  Mr. 
Dodge  has  laid  here  on  the  platfonn  some  specimens  of  the 
chain,  and  I  want  to  call  attention  particularly  to  the  very  nice 
little  '■  dodge  "  for  giving  more  surface  of  wear  to  a  chain. 
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CCLXXVIII. 
A   RAILROAD  BED  FOR  BRIDGE  STRUCTURES. 

BT    O.    C.    WOOLSON.    NEWARK,    N.    J. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

IxciDEXT  to  the  building  of  the  elevated  railroads  in  Xew  York 
Citj,  in  1878  and  1879,  the  author  of  this  paper,  who  was  then  em- 
ployed as  an  inspecting  engineer  by  the  Xew  York  Elevated  Eail- 
road  Company,  began  the  study  of  tlie  different  plans  of  super- 
structure proposed,  including  the  different  designs  of  road-beds  to 
be  placed  thereon. 

Of  the  many  plans  submitted,  there  were  some  embodying  cer- 
tain requirements  of  the  Eapid  Transit  Commission,  while  omitting 
others,  but  none  which  seemed  to  fill  every  requirement  as  specified 
by  that  commisison.  Section  57  of  the  specifications  of  this  com- 
mission reads: 

"  It  is  the  intention  and  spirit  of  these  gpecifications  to  provide 
in  every  respect  for  a  first-class  structure,  and  no  omission  of  spe- 
cific requirements  to  this  effect,  if  any  exist,  shall  in  any  case  be 
construed  in  any  way  to  invalidate  this  general  requirement.'"' 

This  section  and  others  led  the  author  to  the  conclusion  that 
time  and  brains  were  not  to  be  spared  in  providing  such  regulations 
for  the  building  of  the  elevated  railroads  as  would  prove  a  monu- 
ment of  skill  and  a  testimony  of  prosperity  which  all  should  be 
proud  of. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  many  details  of  construction 
which  taxed  the  skill  of  the  engineer  in  meeting  the  require- 
ments of  the  Rapid  Transit  Commission,  but  several  matters  will  be 
discussed  in  reference  to  the  road-bed  of  the  structure. 

Fig.  60  represents  a  cross  section  of  the  single-track  road-bed 
then  adopted  by  the  Xew  York  Elevated  Eailroad,  the  ties  being 
4"X6"  and  spaced  12"  in  the  clear.  The  outer  guard  rail  was  6"X11"> 
and  the  inner  rail  6"  X  9".  These  rails  were  fastened  down  by  %" 
through  bolts  driven  from  the  top,  the  heads  and  washers  being  let 
into  the  timber  a  little  below  the  surface,  over  which  was  rammed 
cement  to  make  the  hole  water-tight. 
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The  iniKM-  l)olt  wa;;  iiitoiiilt.'(l  to  take  a  clip  oii  the  under  side  to 
fasten  the  tie  to  the  upper  chord,  thus  serving  a  double  purpose, 
while  the  bolt  through  the  outer  guard  rail  came  through  the  tie 
oulv  to  take  a  nut  and  washer. 


Fig.  60. 

These  guard-rail  bolts,  being  placed  alternatelj'  in  and  out,  gave 
opportunity  to  alternate  with  them  ^'g"  lag  screws  both  inside  and 
outside  the  girder,  and  a  clip  to  fasten  down  the  tie  only,  and  in 
many  instances  where  it  was  inconvenient  to  place  a  clip,  the  chord 
was  drilled  to  take  the  lag  screw. 

In  laying  a  section  of  this  road-bed  it  must  be  assumed  that  it 
is  all  contract  work,  and  the  business  is  to  be  put  through  with 
dispatch.  The  ties  are  tirst  distributed  carelessly  along  the  top  of 
the  girders  ready  for  the  first  gang  of  men,  who  proceed  to  space 
off  and  mark  them  for  truss  fastenings.  This  has  to  be  done  with 
reference  to  guard-rail  fastenings,  which  come  in  later  on  in  the 
.  rection,  and  is  a  continual  source  of  annoyance  and  mistakes  in 
I  akulations.  and  is  not,  therefore,  straightforward  work.  Following 
I  (lines  the  rail  gang,  whose  leveler  finds  a  varying  thickness  of  ties, 
and  he  forthwith  proceeds  to  adze  the  high  ties  down  till  his  straight- 
edge (which  by  the  way  is  only  about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long) 
shows  an  approximate  level  bed  just  in  the  line  of  the  rail  which 
his  particular  gang  is  to  lay.  One  unfamiliar  with  this  whole  con- 
struction would  be  justified  in  assuming  that  an  appro.ximate  level 
bed  is  all-sufficient,  but  later  on  it  will  be  shown  how  great  an 
error  that  assumption  is,  although  this  approximate  level  is  all  that 
will  he  obtained  in  this  method  of  construction.  Remembering 
that  this  leveling  is  contract  work,  and  subject  to  all  the  ills  in- 
cident to  such  work,  and   that  it   is  performed  at   the  very  lowest 
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(heap-labor  price,  the  leveler  wlio  is  adzing  for  the  rail  gang 
only  will  not,  therefore,  strike  in  his  adze  at  a  point  to  accommo- 
date the  guard-rail  gang  which  follows  liim,  but  will  leave  them  to 
cut  and  hack  the  top  of  the  ties  to  suit  themselves,  which  means 
that  every  tie  which  has  to  be  leveled  receives  from  four  to  eight 
oblique  cuts  on  its  upper  face,  which,  in  many  instances,  are  more 
than  simply  clean  cuts,  but  rather  are  disintegrating  slits,  part  or 
wjiolly  across  tlie  face  of  tie. 

Assuming  now  that  the  rails  are  spiked  down  and  the  guard-rail 
gang  are  prepared  to  fasten  down  the  guards,  the  importance  of  an 
absolutely  true  level  guard-rail  bed  is  manifest.  The  outer  guard- 
rail bolts  go  down  tlirough  the  guard  and  tie  and  have  nut  and 
waslier  underneath,  but  do  not  catch  on  to  the  truss,  but  are  simply 
intended  to  fasten  the  guard  down  onto  the  cross-tie.  We  must  as- 
sume the  facts  as  to  our  approximate  level  bed  for  these  guard  rails,, 
and  that  means  that  a  variation  of  from  ^/jg"  to  14"  is  to  be  found 
everywhere.  Therefore,  when  the  guard  rests  upon  two  high  ties, 
with  an  intermediate  tie  1/4"  below,  the  whole  force  of  this  interme- 
diate guard  bolt  is  not  to  force  the  guard  down  upon  said  tie,  but 
to  lift  the  intermediate  tie  up  ofE  the  truss  and  up  against  the  un- 
der face  of  the  guard  rail;  and  that  is  exactly  what  it  does.  I  have 
many  times  examined  the  effect  of  a  train  of  cars  passing  over 
such  a  suspended  tie,  and  I  am  free  to  say  it  is  anything  but  flatter- 
ing to  engineering  skill. 

The  tendency  to  laise  all  low  ties  up  off  the  truss  is  the  same, 
whether  there  is  much  or  little  difference  in  depth  between  the  low 
and  high  contiguous  ties.  So  long  as  there  is  not.  actual  contact 
between  the  upper  face  of  the  ties  and  the  lower  face  of  the  guard 
rails,  the  guard  bolts  are  going  to  exert  themselves  to  tear  the  lag' 
screw  or  tie  bolt  away  from  its  fastening  to  the  truss,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  practice  is  umnechanical  and  inexcusable. 

During  the  latter  part  of  my  connection  with  the  elevated  rail- 
road in  Xew  York  City,  I  designed  a  system  of  road-bed  which 
should  fill  more  completely  the  requirements  of  the  Rapid  Transit 
Commission  and  also  furnish  a  road-bed  as  nearly  analogous  to  a 
well-ballasted  surface  road  as  it  was  possible  to  make. 

Before  proceeding  to  explain  the  system  adopted,  permit  mo  to 
quote  from  one  authority  which  encouraged  me  to  proceed  in  my 
task.  From  this  authority  I  received  much  encouragement  by  his 
kindly  counsel.  He  was  the  first  man  I  ever  consulted  concerning 
my  theory,  and  the  first  man  to   whom  I  went  witli  my  drawings 


A    KAIl.lfOAD    BED    FOIi    Hlfir)GE    STlfri'TUliES.  279 

iiiul  iiiodol.  and  I  look  back  to  liis  pleasant  manner  and  hearty  syni- 
]iatliy  witli  my  little  problem  as  a  sunny  spot  in  my  practical  ex- 
perience.   This  friend  was  Alexander  L.  HoUey. 

In  Mr.  HolleVs  standard  work,  "  American  and  European  Eail- 
way  Practice,"  he  says :  "  A  great  variety  of  materials  are  used  as 
ballast  on  English  railways.  These  are  broken  stone,  burned  clay, 
linder,  sand,  shells,  broken  bricks  and  culm  or  small  coal.  The 
IHcference  turns  between  broken  stone  and  gravel,  etc." 

■■  The  ballast  has  four  distinct  offices  to  perform.     It  must,  first 

•  •(    all,    distribute    the    bearing    of    the    track    over   the    surface    of 

'     earthwork,     *     *     *     and    lastly    it    must,    by    its    character, 

-      'a  certain  elasticity  to  the  road.     *     *     *     Verj'  hard  materi- 

-    do  not  meet  the  last-named  condition  of  an  elastic  absorbent. 

*     On  one  part  of  the  Manchester  and  Leeds  line,  the  bot- 

!i  of  a  rock  cutting  was  dressed  to  a  surface  and  the  rails  spiked 

•  lirectly  to  it.  A  few  weeks'  experience  was  sufficient  to  cause  the 
vails  to  be  taken  up,  to  be  relaid  in  the  usual  manner. 

'■  fvuropean  engineers  attach  the  greatest  importance   to   the   use 
ballast,   and   the   comparison   of   the   cost   of   keeping   up   roads, 

i  1  with  and  without  ballast  shows  how  important  it  is  not  only 
I  (.lit  it  should  be  used  at  all,  but  in  the  best  manner  and  of  the  best 
quality. 

Firmness    icithout    riijidilij    is    the    great    rr(jiiisil('.      The    best 

^\ays   in   the   world — those   which    do   the   most    business   at   the 

-1  cost — are  the  best  ballasted. 

■  If  we  desire  to  have  a  uniform  elastic  trach,  we  may  rest  as- 
-uicd  that  we  shall  never  derive  the  required  quality  from  the 
I  'ail-bed,  but  only  from  a  uniform  elastic  medium,  interposed  be- 

iii  a  perfectly  rigid  foundation  and  the  rail.     Therefore,  perfect 
_i.lity  of   foundation — or   'superstructure' — is   not   only   unobjec- 
II. .liable,  but  it  is  a  positive  condition  of  a  smooth  and  pernument 
way." 

Tliese  quotations  are  directly  to  tiie  ))oint  at  issue.  My  prolilem 
was  to  design  a  "  uniform  elastic  track,"  which  siiould  be  "■  firm 
without  rigidity,"'  and  I  willingly  leave  it  to  the  Judgment  of  this 
[iiactieal  body  whether  I  have  not  succeeded. 

Fig.  Gl  represents  a  cross-section  of  a  single-track  road-bed,  in- 
ihiding  longitudinal  girders  and  top  of  column.  It  will  be  no- 
ticed that  instead  of  the  tie  being  made  of  one  stick  it  is  made  of 
two,  one  stick  directly  over  the  other  and  separated  from  it  about 
'.III'  inch,  and  having  no  contact  except  at  the  middle  and  tlie  ex- 
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treme  euds;  at  these  points  a  hard-wood  block,  cut  i'roni  the  same 
material  as  the  tie,  is  put  in  and  a  bolt  runs  through  the  end  ones, 
while  the  middle  one  has  simply  a  dowel  which  binds  the  two  sticks 
together  and  forms  a  compound  tie.  Tliis  bolting  and  doweling  is 
all  done  before  the  ties  are  delivered  to  the  superstructure. 

The  members  of  tliis  flexible  tie  were  originally  four  by  six 
inches,  but  the  practice  now  approves  four  by  eight  inches  or  five 
by  seven  inches,  while  the  old  style  of  tie.  Fig.  60,  is  now  six  by 


I'u,.  til. 

six  inche?  and  six  by  seven  Indies.  The  spacing  may  be  the  same 
as  with  the  old  tie,  or  it  can  be  varied.  This  has  no  practical  influ- 
ence within  any  probable  variation. 

The  guard  rails  (they  act  as  beams  in  my  system,  and  will  there- 
fore be  called  beams),  or  rather  guard  beams,  are  the  same  size  tim- 
bers as  in  Fig.  60,  but  their  fastenings  are  altogether  different. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  bolt  which  goes  down  through 
guard  beam  does  not  go  through  the  lower  member  of  the  tie,  but 
is  screwed  into  a  plate  nut  within  the  slot  or  space  between  the 
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lower  and  upper  member.  Tlie  liead  of  this  bolt  is  within  a  thin 
cast-iron  cup  washer  driven  into  the  beam  while  covered  with  hot 
aspiialtum.  Xo  cement  is  used,  thus  permitting  the  bolts  to  be  al- 
ways accessible. 

The  tie  is  fastened  to  tlie  chord  of  the  truss  the  same  as  in  Fig. 
61 »,  so  far  as  the  lag  screws  and  clips  are  concerned,  but  it  will  be 
readily  seen  that  this  fastening  to  the  truss  has  no  relation  to  the 
guard  beams,  as  in  the  case  of  Fig.  60. 

It  is  my  practice  to  put  in  four  five-eighth-inch  bolts  for  the 
iriuiril  beams,  for  one  of  the  specific  requirements  of  the  guard 
111  in  any  case  is  to  knit  the  whole  top  of  the  superstructure  to- 
^      ;er  in  the  most  thorough  manner  possible. 

In  laying  a  section  of  this  flexible  or  compound  tie,  as  with  the 
old  tie,  it  is  contract  work,  and  is  to  proceed  right  along  without 
delay.  First  the  ties  are  distributed  carelessly  along  the  top  of  the 
girders  ready  for  the  first  gang,  who  proceed  to  space  off.  Tliis 
gang,  however,  pay  no  attention  whatever  as  to  how  the  guard 
beam  is  to  come  on,  but  simply  place  their  ties  equidistant  and  so 
tliat  the  clips  can  come  on  at  the  bottom.  Therefore  there  is  no 
ralculation  necessary;  the  man  simply  scribes  for  his  clip,  turns  over 
and  bores  the  liole,  and  the  tie  is  ready  to  be  fastened  to  its  place, 
iunl  is  not  to  come  up  again.  This  can  be  called  straightforward 
work. 

Following  comes  the  rail  gang,  but  there  is  no  leveler  necessary, 
and  not  an  adze  is  to  be  used,  and  for  this  reason:  Although  there 
will  be  found  unequal  heights  of  ties  before  the  guard  beams  are 
put  in  place,  the  moment  these  beams  are  bolted  to  the  upper  mem- 
ber of  the  tie  it  immediately  brings  the  low  ties  up  snug  to  the 
under  side  of  tlie  guard  beam,  and  there  is  no  getting  away  from 
it.     The  result  is,  that  it  gives  as  level  a  rail-bed  as  the  guard  beam 

-  -tiaight,  which,  in  the  combined  result  of  four  guards,  is  as  level 

-  a  floor,  and  this  result  is  obtained  without  cutting  a  gash  in  the 
.'iticks  anwhere. 

One  thing  yet  remains  to  be  done,  and  that  is,  one  blow-  must 
now  be  given  each  rail  spike  to  see  that  every  one  is  home,  because 
some  of  the  ties  have  been  pulled  up  to  tlie  guard  since  rails  were 
laid. 

To  proceed  now  to  analyze  the  working  of  the  flexible  road: 
In  the  first  place,  every  bolt  is  under  a  proper  strain  and  doing  its 
work  as  designed.  There  are  no  ties  suspended  midway  between 
guard  beam  and  truss.     The  load  of  a  passing  train,  instead  of  be- 
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ing  received  upon  a  solid  stick  and  its  weight  transmitted  direct!)' 
to  the  superstructure  at  that  immediate  point,  is  received  upon  a 
yielding  stick  which  springs  down  a  little  (about  one-eighth  inch), 
thus  bringing  a  certain  amount  of  its  load  to  bear  upon  a  contigu- 
ous tie,  by  reason  of  the  flexing  of  the  guard  beam  to  wliich  the 
first  loaded  tie  is  bolted  or  hung.  This  flexing  continues  over  a 
large  area  of  road-bed,  thus  distributing  the  load  over  the  same 
area  of  superstructure,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  argue  the  advan- 
tages of  such  distribution  among  engineers. 

Xow,  what  is  the  effect  of  tliis  flexible  road-bed  on  the  rolling 
stock?  Eeferring  back  to  the  quotation  from  Holley,  we  must 
all  agree,  not  from  tliis  authority  alone,  but  from  every  example 
that  we  ever  had  in  this  country,  that  all  testify  to  the  necessity 
for  a  flexible  road-bed. 


^ 


Fig.  62 

In  September,  1879,  a  ipiarter-mile  section  of  tlii.s  flexible  track 
was  put  upon  the  New  York  Elevated  Eailroad  track,  and  I  am 
l^leased  to  say  that  not  a  bolt  has  given  out,  not  a  spike  been  re- 
driven,  not  a  tie  been  replaced,  whereas  all  of  these  have  had  to  be 
done  on  all  the  lines  both  north  and  south  of  this  section,  and  the 
rails  laid  on  the  flexible  ties  look  as  if  they  were  good  for  twenty 
years  to  come.  This  is  a  most  remarkable  showing,  but  the  testi- 
mony of  the  roadmaster  is  free  to  all  to  investigate. 

Fig.  62  shows  a  cross  section  of  flexible  road-bed  with  only  one 
single  heavy  guard  beam  on  a  side,  in  which  construction  the  guard 
bolt  does  not  go  through  the  iipper  member  of  the  tie,  but  comes 
down  each  side  of  it  and  through  a  strap  placed  in  the  slot. 

Fig.  63  shows  an  adaptation  of  this  flexible  road-bed  system  to 
a  trunk-line  bridge.  In  this  case  the  timber  (used  in  the  elevated 
railroad  system  as  a  guard  beam)  is  much  heavier  and  has  no  func- 
tion as  a  guard  timber,  but  only  as  a  distributor  of  the  passing 
load.     The  action,  however,  of  this  system  is  precisely  that  of  Figs. 
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60,  Gl  and  GV.     In  this  raso  the  bolts  wliicli  liang  the  timber  to  the 
upper  inoniixT  of  tliu  \\v  .uo  hutwocii   the  ties  the  same  as  in  Fig. 


62.  The  thin  longitudinal  stringer  and  strap  which  rests  upon  the 
tie  just  inside  the  rail  performs  two  functions — that  of  a  strap 
to  hang  the  lower  timber  to,  and  that  of  a  guard  rail.     The  inclined 
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portion  wliicli  rests  upon  the  distributing  timber  is  only  a  block 
placed  there  to  fill  the  space  between-  the  said  timber  and  a  longi- 
tudinal iron  strap  which  catches  the  lower  face  of  the  upper  member  of 
the  tie,  and  altogether  clamps  said  upper  member  when  the  long 
through  bolt  is  screwed  up.  A  free  space  is  thus  left  between  said 
distributing  timber  and  tlie  bottom  side  of  the  lower  member,  and 
it  is  readily  understood  that  both  members  of  the  tie  are  free  to 
spring  vertically,  but  in  no  other  direction. 

In  closing  I  desire  to  make  this  statement:  That  with  a  flexible 
road-bed  as  here  designed  there  would  be  a  very  large  saving  in 
maintenance  of  bridge  structures,  and  also  a  higher  rate  of  speed 
could  be  allowed  with  less  injury  to  both  bridge  and  rolling  stock 
than  with  any  system  which  I  have  yet  seen,  and  the  fullest  criticism 
is  solicited  from  practical  engineers  as  to  the  proposed  plan. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Dciitou. — T  had  occasion  to  ride  over  the  stretch  of 
elevated  road  which  has  this  tie  on  it,  and  to  verify  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  perceptible  difEerence  in  the  smoothness  of  the  running 
on  the  road  as  you  stand  on  the  car.  The  roadmaster  called  my 
attention  to  it,  and  I  found  it  was  easily  verified.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  principle  must  be  admitted  by  every  one  that  if  a  track 
is  slightly  irregular,  the  train  running  along  it  is  like  a  pro- 
jectile which  has  slight  obstructions  in  its  path,  which  must  be 
depressed  in  order  to  allow  it  to  move  on,  and  the  elastic  medium 
under  the  rail  allows  that  yielding,  and  therefore  reduces  the  wear 
on  the  rail  and  the  disintegration  of  the  tie.  I  understand  Mr. 
Woolson  to  claim,  in  observing  the  result  of  his  track  on  the  ele- 
vated road,  that  the  depreciation  in  the  disintegration  of  his  tie 
is  less  by  a  sensible  amount.  I  do  not  see  why  such  should  not 
be  the  case  and  a  difference  in  wearing  power  be  secured  by  the 
tie  by  avoiding  shock. 

Mr.  Woolson. — I  have  been  asked  a  question  or  two  with  regard 
to  the  expense  of  this  tie.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  any  more  than 
the  Eapid  Transit  Commission  intended  should  be  put  on  the 
structure.  The  cross  ties  of  a  bridge  structure  of  any  kind  are 
not  simply  to  put  the  rails  upon,  but  are  manifestly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  tying  or  knitting,  so  to  speak,  the  whole  top  of  the  struct- 
ure together.  Therefore  I  claim  that  with  a  tie  of  this  kind, 
-*-here  we  absolutely  avoid  having  suspended  ties  either  up  against 
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tliu  iiiiiinl  ln'Miiis  (11-  (111  tlie  truss,  the  structure  is  knit  together 
niorL'  securely,  ami  so  far  as  expense  is  concerned  the  figures 
which  were  made  at  tlie  time  as  comparing  what  I  considered 
the  lie  plus  ultra  for  a  road  bed  as  compared  with  a  road  bed  as 
it  then  existed,  might  mean  about  50  per  cent.  more.  But  I  know 
this — that  in  an  effort  to  improve  on  this,  the  construction  has 
been  made  more  expensive. 
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CCLXXIX. 

THE  INFLUEXCE  OF  SUGAR  UPOX  CEMENT. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

This  paper  contains  the  results  of  some  experiments  made  by 
the  author,  assisted  by  Henry  Hobart  Porter,  Jr.,  E.  M.,  to  deter- 
mine the  influence  of  sugar  upon  both  natural  and  manufactured 
cements. 

The  addition  of  saccharine  matter  to  cements,  for  t)ie  purpose  of 
obtaining  increased  strength,  is  not  new;  it  was  first  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  autlior  during  the  past  year  by  articles  and  letters 
published  in  the  scientific  periodicals.  Mr.  Guildford  Molesworth, 
the  well-known  engineer,  wrote  from  Simla  (India),  August  28, 
1886,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Crompton,  as  follows :  "  With  regard  to  your 
addition  of  sugar  to  mortar,  it  is  a  practice  that  has  been  in 
use  in  the  Madras  Presidency  from  time  immemorial."  It  has 
been  the  usual  custom  in  that  country  to  add  a  small  quantity  of  the 
coarsest  sugar — "  goor  "  or  "  jaghery,"  as  it  is  called — with  the  water 
used  for  gauging  the  mortar.  There  are  also  in  some  of  the  old 
English  records  statements  where  sugar  and  other  substances  were 
added  to  mortar  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  extra  strength.  (See 
Bailroad  and  Engineering  Journal,  January,  1887.) 

These  tests  were  made  to  confomi  to  the  system  recommended 
by  the  Committee  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 
(Transactions,  November,  1885).  The  machine  used  was  a  "  Eiehle 
Brothers'  Standard  Cement  Tester,"  the  form  of  the  mold  and 
the  shape  of  the  jaws  being  those  adopted  by  the  above  committee. 

The  cement  was  passed  through  a  No.  74  sieve,  having  5,476 
meshes  to  the  square  inch;  was  thoroughly  mixed  with  a  hand- 
trowel,  and  placed  in  the  molds  without  pressing  or  ramming;  the 
greatest  care  being  taken  that  the  briquettes  should  be  made  un- 
der like  conditions,  in  order  that  the  tests  might  be  relative  one  to 
another.  The  briquettes  were  exposed  to  the  air  for  24  hours  and 
then  placed  in  water,  where  they  remained  till  broken  by  the 
Eiehle  Tester.     This  water  was  syphoned  off  every  third  or  fourth 
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day  ami   replaiod   with  I'resli.     A  fonstant   teniptn-aturo  was   main- 
tained between  60  and  70  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

The  tests  were  divided  into  three  chisses — Series  A,  B,  and  C. 

SERIES    A. 

In  tliese  tests  the  sugar  was  added  in  tlie  form  of  refuse  mohisses 

from  a  sugar  refinery.     This  refuse,  as  analyzed  by  W.  D.  Home, 
chemist,  contained  as  follows : 

Cane  sugar 49 ,  00% 

Carbonate  of  potash 10 .00% 

Water 22. .50% 

Vegetable  and  mineral  impurities 18 .  50% 

100.00% 
For  each  briquette  a  quantity  of  this  molasses  was  taken  to  fur- 
nish the   requisite  percentage  of  sugar;  then  water  was  added  till 
the  required  amount  of  liquid  for  ganging  the  cement  was  obtained. 


ta;- 


namely,  35  per  cent,  by  weight.  The  cement  used  was  '"  Dycker- 
hoil  &  Soehne's  German  Portland."  These  tests  were  somewhat 
imperfect,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  standard  solution  of  molasses 
was  found  to  alter  in  chemical  composition  and  could  not  be  kept 
constant.  This  action  was  so  great  as  materially  to  affect  the 
strength  of  the  briquettes,  and  thus  a  large  number  of  tests  were 
discarded  as  being  unreliable.  However,  tlie  series  of  tests  which 
contained   one   per   cent,    of   molasses,   gave   results   as   recorded   in 
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the  accompanying  table,  the  figures  representing  tlie  tensile  strength 
in  pounds  per  square  inch: 


Time  of  Teats. 

Day. 

2 
Days. 

Week. 

2       1     -4       >       2               3 
Weeks.  I  Weeks.    Months.  Months. 

1           : 

4 
Months. 

Neat          

70H 
20 

160 
27 

298?^ 

388 
74  Ji 

436   J446     '456H 

178ji  353M 

485  M 

With  1%  molasses 

Tliese  tests  are  graphically  represented  in  Fig.  64. 

Here  it  will  be  noticed  that  while  the  curve  of  neat  cement  rises 
steep  and  full,  the  curve  representing  the  mixture  of  cement  with 
one  per  cent,  of  molasses  is  considerably  lower;  rising,  however, 
at  the  end  of  two  months  very  noticeably  and  approaching  the  curve 
of  neat  cement,  which  the  writer  is  led  to  believe,  by  his  experi- 
ence, it  would  have  crossed  if  the  tests  could  have  been  extended 
further.  The  figures  given  are  the  averages  in  each  case  of  from 
four  to  six  tests.  The  general  appearance  of  the  briquettes  was 
good,  although  after  a  time  most  of  them  became  covered  with  a 
slimy  mold. 

SERIES    B. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  ill  effects  produced  by  the  molasses,  this 
series  of  tests  was  made  with  pure  .crystallized  sugar.  A  known  weight 
of  sugar  was  dissolved  in  a  measured  quantity  of  water  to  form  the 
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standard  solution.  The  proper  quantity  of  this  solution  was  added 
to  the  water  for  working  up  the  cement,  as  in  the  test  where  molasses 
was  used.  The  manipulation  of  the  briquettes,  was  in  every  way 
similar  to  that  of  "'  Series  A."  The  cement  used  was  the  same, 
namely,  DyckerhofE's  German  Portland.  Xo  trouble  whatsoever 
was  experienced  with  the  solution  of  sugar  or  with  any  mold  on 
the  briquettes.  The  amount  of  sugar  used  for  each  briquette  is 
the  stated  percentage  on  the  weight  of  cement  therein.  The  re- 
sults may  be  tabulated  as  follows,  the  figures  representing,  as 
before,  the  tensile  strength  in  pounds  per  square  inch : 


Day. 


Days.      Week.     Weeks.    Weeks.    Months.  Months.  Months. 


Neat 

With  I's'vc  of  sugar. 


160    298  ?i 
5m 

34  H 

47 

50 


456  H 
522  H 
552  M 
527  M 
572  M 
537  3i 


485  M 
565  ?i 


This  series  of  tests  is  graphically  represented  in  Fig.  65. 


This  series  of  tests  was  made  with  F.  0.  Xortou's  Bosendale 
(natural)  cement,  with  the  same  standard  solution  of  sugar  as  in 
"  Series  B."  The  manipulation  and  treatment  of  the  briquettes 
were  the  same  as  before,  with  the  exception  that  40  per  cent,  of 
water  was  used  for  gauging. 

The  results  obtained  were  as  follows,  and  are  graphically  repre- 
sented in  Fig.  66: 


Time  of  Testa 

Diy. 

wk 

2 
Weeks. 

.i. 

2 
Mont^. 

3 

Months. 

Neat 

47% 

62 

nsii 

225  K 

255M 

With  3^%  of  sugar.. 

'^ 

25^ 

27 

74 

243  ?i 

299  J^ 

"      M%          "     .. 

2m 

99 

238 

301  H 

"      ^%         "     .. 

5 

76 

154  Ji 

264 

"       1%         "     .. 

1 

34 

181  H 
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From  a  coinpai'ison  of  the  curves  of  strength,  we  are  able  to 
note  very  clearly  the  effects  produced  by  the  addition  of  sugar. 

With  the  molasses  (Fig.  6i)  the  cement  was  retarded  in  setting, 
and  very  mucli  more  so  than  when  the  same  cement  was  used  with 
the  addition  of  pure  sugar,  as  in  Fig.  65.  This  was  probably  due 
to  the  great  quantity  of  impurities  which  the  molasses  contained; 
and  perhaps,  also,  to  some  active  chemical  operations  which  may 
have  taken  place  before  the  cement  became  thorougldy  set. 
The  same  slow  setting  was  also  exliibited  by  the  F.  0.  Xorton 
cement,   when   large   percentages   of   sugar   were   used    (as   for   ex- 
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ample  say  3  and  4  per  cent.),  the  cement  requiring  at  least  48 
hours  before  it  became  sufficiently  hard  to  remove  from  the  molds. 
In  fact,  some  of  the  briquettes  of  the  Xorton  cement,  when  mixed 
with  only  2  per  cent,  of  sugar,  were  so  soft  at  the  end  of  28  days 
in  water  that  they  would  not  stand  handling,  but  crumbled  when 
touched.  In  cases  where  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  sugar  was 
added  to  the  Portland,  and  more  than  1  per  cent,  to  the  Norton 
cement,  both  were  rendered  practically  useless.  The  sugar  did  not 
seem  to  have  any  chemical  effect  upon  the  briquettes,  for  on  ex- 
amining the  surfaces  of  fractures,  crystals  of  sugar  were  easily 
detected.     These  crystals  varied  in  size,  were  sometimes  single  and 
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at  others  were  clustered  together;  generally  they  were  found  in 
the  air-holes  throughout  the  briquette.  Of  course  the  sugar  on 
the  outside,  or  very  near  the  surface  of  the  briquettes,  was  dis- 
solved by  the  water  in  which  they  were  placed.  On  the  contrary, 
the  sugar  in  the  middle  of  the  briquettes  seemed  to  have  collected 
in  these  small  air-holes  and  formed  its  crystals  as  the  cement  set. 
The  reason  why  the  sugar  should  give  increased  strength  to  the 
cement  appears  to  the  writer  to  be  more  mechanical  than  chemi- 
cal. That  is  to  say,  the  sugar  by  its  presence  in  the  briquette 
appears  simply  to  retard  the  setting  of  the  cement,  and  thereby 
permits  the  chemical  changes  in  the  cement  to  take  place  more 
perfectly.  In  order  to  insure  the  greatest  accuracy,  all  tests  were 
rejected  whenever  there  was  the  least  cause  for  suspicion;  thus 
there  are  recorded  herein  only  about  70  per  cent,  of  the  tests 
made. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Den  foil. — The  fact  shown  by  these  experiments,  I  be- 
lieve, is,  that  the  addition  of  sugar  gives  about  the  same  tensile 
strength  of  cement  as  is  obtained  with  cement  and  sand  only.  Mr. 
Parsons  has  gone  through  a  very  elaborate  and  careful  series  of 
experiments,  which  reflect  a  great  deal  of  credit  upon  his  ability  in 
this  respect ;  but  can  he  give  an  answer  to  this  question :  How  far 
has  sugar  ever  been  used  practically,  and  what  kind  of  work 
would  call  for  the  use  of  it?  In  practice,  cement  must  be  mixed 
very  fast  and  by  a  very  rude  kind  of  labor.  I  cannot  conceive  what 
kind  of  work  would  pay  for  the  trouble  and  care  necessary  to 
make  the  sugar  addition  as  carefully  as  a  chemist  must  weigh  out 
his  ingredients.  I  think  the  point  is  mainly  to  get  the  sugar  out 
of  the  cement,  not  to  put  it  in. 

Mr.  L.  G.  Engel. — I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Parsons,  as  he  said 
lie  could  not  keep  a  standard  solution  of  molasses,  how  long  a 
time  elapsed  between  the  different  experiments,  so  as  to  under- 
stand whether  he  managed  to  keep  a  standard  solution  of  sugar. 
I  raise  this  point  because  I  recall  an  instance  in  which  there  was 
some  trouble  with  gauges  for  sugar  work,  and  the  maker  insisted 
that  the  gauges  were  right  for  testing  purposes,  and  in  order  to 
prove  his  position  he  said  he  had  used  the  same  standard  solu- 
tion for  eight  years.  Of  course  the  solution  must  have  been 
changing  in  all  that  time,  and  yet  he  continued  to  standardize  his 
gauges  by  the  same  solution.     Xow,  if  any  great  interval  of  time 
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elapsed  between  the  different  tests,  it  is  possible  that  the  stand- 
ardized solution  of  sugar  may  have  altered  in  different  experi- 
ments. 

3Ir.  Parsons. — The  solution  used  was  fresh.  The  amount  of 
sugar  and  the  quantity  of  water  were  carefully  weighed  on  a 
chemical  balance.  The  standardized  solutions  of  sugar  were 
watched  carefully  so  that  they  did  not  alter  in  their  composition. 

In  reply  to  the  other  questions,  I  should  like  to  state  that  the 
sugar  gives  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  increased  efficiency,  so  to 
speak,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  we  want  to  add  sugar,  instead 
of  keeping  it  out.  These  are  the  first  experiments  ever  made — or 
rather,  ever  published — upon  the  strength  of  cement  with  the  addi- 
tion of  sugar.  Xow,  in  so  far  as  its  utility  is  concerned,  it  is  very 
much  restricted;  but  possibly  in  work  of  tliis  kind,  it  would  be 
useful — for  instance,  in  repairing  some  fanc}'  stone-work  or  mold- 
ing, where  the  surface  of  the  stone  is  quite  large  but  the  fractured 
part  is  very  small — to  use  the  cement  for  the  purpose  of  reuniting 
the  broken  parts.  This  has  actually  been  done  upon  the  Peter- 
borough Cathedral  in  England.  Then  under  heavj-  engines  and 
machinery,  where  the  area  is  small  for  the  weight  supported,  and 
and  it  is  desirable  to  use  the  strongest  possible  kind  of  cement. 
Then  again  in  certain  structures  where  the  stones  are  subjected 
to  very  great  tensile  pull,  such  as  is  illustrated  in  the  lower  courses 
of  light-houses,  wliich  are  slapped  by  the  waves,  and  then  as  the 
waves  retreat  from  them,  they  tend  to  draw  the  stones  out,  mak- 
ing it  necessary  for  the  engineers  designing  such  structures  to 
dovetail  these  stones  together.  For  bridge-work,  and  other  large 
structures  of  that  kind,  the  danger  from  using  sugared  cement  is 
too  great.  It  should  only  be  used  under  certain  peculiar  condi- 
tions, where  an  expert  or  inspector  can  watch  the  amount  and 
quantities  put  in. 
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.I-V    IXTERESTIXG    INDICATOR    DIAGRAM. 

BY    CHAS.    E.    EMEKT,    NEW    YORK    CITY. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

DcRiXG  a  recent  insiJection  designed  to  ascertain  which  of  the 
older  vessels  of  the  U.  S.  Eeveuue  Marine  Service  should  be 
replaced,  the  writer,  when  steaming  over  historic  waters  covered 
bj-  the  guns  of  Sumter  and  Moultrie  on  the  U.  S.  revenue  steamer 
'•'  McCulloch,"  noticed  that  the  exhaust  dragged,  and  observed 
that  the  steam  chest  was  quite  small  for  the  size  of  the  cylinder. 
Instructions  were  given  to  test  the  piston  and  to  make  some 
slight  modifications  in  the  piping  to  enable  indicator  diagrams  to 
be  taken  not  only  from  the  cylinder  but  from  the  steam  chest  and 
condenser.  A  sample  diagram  as  taken  by  Asst.  Eng'r  E.  G. 
Schwartz,  U.  S.  E.  M.,  is  herewith  presented.     (Fig.  67.) 

This  particular  vessel  was  originally  a  large  tug  boat  transferred 
liiiin  the  navy  after  the  war,  built  up  to  form  quarters  for  a 
I'liarding  revenue  cutter,  and  afterward  lengthened  to  increase 
rlic  accommodations.  The  engine  was  of  the  vertical  inverted 
type,  with  cylinder  thirty  inches  in  diameter  and  thirtj'  inches 
-nuke  of  piston.  This  size  of  cylinder  had  evidently  been  placed 
I'll  a  frame  built  for  a  smaller  engine  and  the  valve  chest  retained 
of  the  same  size  as  was  ordinarily  used  on  the  smaller  cylinder. 
Tlie  cylinder  ports  were  only  fourteen  and  a  half  inches  long  and 
two  inches  wide.  There  was  an  independent  cut-off  on  the  back 
of  the  main  valve  operated  by  right  and  left  hand  screws,  the 
main  valve  being  operated,  as  is  customary,  by  a  link  motion  for 
reversing.    The  indicator  was  of  the  Richards  pattern,  old  type. 

The  speed  of  a  marine  engine  may  vary  perceptibly  from  one 
evolution  to  another  on  account  of  slight  movements  of  the  ves- 
sel, so  that  it  is  rare  to  have  the  diagram  of  one  stroke  follow  the 
previous  one  precisely.  The  double  lines  in  the  diagram  herewith 
presented  are  due  principally  to  this  cause,  although  there  are 
defects    due    to    the    indicator    itself    and    the    string    connection. 


AX    IXTERESTING    INDICATOR    DIAGRAM. 


which,  liowever,  are  not  of  great  importance  in  relation  to  the 
purpose  in  hand.  With  the  light  spring  used,  all  defects  are 
greatly  magnified.  The  hull  of  the  vessel  was  unsound,  and  the 
machinery   was    being    run   with    such    repairs    only   as   were    abso- 


lutely necessaiy  until  a  decision  was  reached  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  general  repairs ;  hence  the  report  was  not  surprising  that  on 
trial  the  piston  was  found  lealcy  and  the  main  valve  somewhat  so. 
These  features,  however,  together  with  the  conditions  due  to  pro- 
portions of  parts  makes  the  evidence  of  such  defects  in  the  diagram 
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of  special  interest.  Tlie  diagrams  from  the  two  ends  of  the  cylin- 
der will  be  readily  recognized  and  show  no  special  features  other 
tlian  miglit  be  expected  with  comparatively  contracted  passages 
and  a  leaky  piston.  A  line  has  been  drawn  a  distance  corre- 
sponding to  14. T  lbs.  below  the  atmospheric  line  to  fix  the  posi- 
tion of  zero  or  full  vacuum,  and  another  corresponding  to  25  lbs. 
to  show  the  boiler  pressure  as  indicated  by  the  gauge.  The  hori- 
zontal line  above  the  absolute  zero  was  drawn  by  the  indicator 
wliLMi  connected  with  the  condenser,  and  shows  the  so-called 
■■  vacuum  ""  in  the  latter  to  have  been  11.3  lbs.,  corresponding  to 
'i'.i  inches  of  mercury  or  2  inches  less  than  indicated  by  the 
vacuum  gauge,  which  was  probably  incorrect.  Tlie  vacuum  in  the 
cylinder  is,  however,  much  less  than  this,  or  at  the  lowest  point  of 
the  diagram  only  8.5  lbs.  The  upper  diagram  shows  the  pressures 
in  the  steam  chest  at  different  parts  of  the  double  stroke.  As  will 
be  observed,  the  pressure  in  the  chest  drops  abruptly  several 
pounds  when  steam  is  admitted  to  the  cylinder,  then  falls  still 
more,  so  that  the  line  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  steam  line  of  the 
diagram,  which  of  itself  shows  a  fall  of  pressure  due  to  "  wire- 
drawing,"' but  near  the  point  of  cut-off  the  pressure  in  the  chest 
rises  rapidly,  and  at  about  three-quarter  stroke  runs  for  a  little 
distance  evidently  higher  than  in  the  boiler,  then  falls  lower  than 
the  boiler  pressure  near  the  end  of  stroke,  and  rises  again  above 
it  slightly  before  the  return  steam  stroke  commences;  the  opera- 
tion being  repeated  on  the  return  stroke.  The  pressure  in  the 
boiler  must  evidently  be  less  than  that  due  to  the  crests,  and 
greater  than  that  due  to  the  hollows  at  the  ends  of  the  diagram, 
or  less  than  25  lbs.  as  indicated  by  steam  gauge. 

It  is  interesting  to  study  why  the  pressure  in  the  chest  appai'ently 
rises  higher  than  in  tlie  boiler.  It  does  not  seem  possible  that  the 
indication  can  be  due  to  any  large  extent  to  vibration  of  the  indi- 
cator pencil.  A  number  of  diagrams  taken  at  the  same  time  all 
show  the  same  features.  It  is  believed  that  the  phenomena  are  due 
to  the  vis  viva  of  the  steam  in  the  steam  pipe.  This  pipe  is  5i4 
inches  in  diameter  inside,  and  28  feet  long,  with  six  bends  in  it, 
counting  the  changes  of  direction  in  the  stop  valves.  For  nearly 
half  the  stroke  the  steam  is  moving  through  this  pipe  at  a  high 
velocity,  and  the  motion  must  be  kept  up  for  a  little  time  after  the 
cut-off  valve  closes  to  restore  the  pressure,  and  this  is  done  so 
quickly  that  an  increase  of  pressure  in  the  chest  is  required  to 
check  the   velocity.     This  increased   pressure   causes   a   return  cur- 


296  AX    INTERESTING    INDICATOR   DIAGRAM. 

rent  to  the  boiler  of  whicli  the  velocity  is  checked  by  the  increased 
pressure  there,  and  an  actual  fall  of  pressure  in  the  chest,  thus 
causing  motion  again  in  the  direction  of  the  chest  where  the  pres- 
ure  is  again  banked  up  just  before  the  main  valve  opens  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  stroke. 

Indicator  diagrams  taken  by  the  writer  from  good  marine  en- 
gines generally  show  an  initial  pressure  only  two  to  three  pounds- 
less  than  that  in  the  boiler.  A  vacuum  of  ten  pounds  in  the 
cylinder  may  be  considered  the  average,  though  eleven  and  often 
twelve  pounds  are  obtained  in  good  compound  engines. 

A  steam-chest  diagram  taken  in  a  previous  instance  from  a 
better  class  of  engine  did  not  prove  of  special  interest,  but  as 
there  are  cases  where  such  diagrams  would  be  of  great  value, 
the  writer  suggests  that  in  future  the  indication  of  an  engine  to 
ascertain  its  condition  should  not  be  considered  complete  without 
taking  diagrams  from  the  steam  chest  and  exhaust  pipe,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  from  the  cylinder.  The  exhaust  diagram  shows  at 
once  the  amount  of  back  pressure  and  the  steam-chest  diagram 
the  available  pressure  from  which  the  cylinder  draws  its  supply. 
The  steam-chest  diagram  may  be  particularly  valuable  to  show 
how  the  loss  of  pressure  from  the  boiler  to  the  cylinder  is  distrib- 
tited,  and  to  what  extent  modifications  in  the  shape  of  the  diagram- 
are  due  to  defects  in  the  steam  supply. 

The  blank  used  on  the  back  of  the  diagram  in  the  United  States 
Revenue  Marine  Service  is  also  represented  on  the  opposite  page. 

,  The  writer  found  that  engineers,  in  filling  up  the  revolutions  on 
blank,  generally  counted  for  a  minute,  and  frequently,  therefore, 
included  one  revolution  too  many  by  not  allowing  for  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  minute.  To  obviate  this,  provision  is  made  on 
the  printed  blank  for  recording  the  reading  of  the  counter  at  a 
particular  minute  before  placing  the  blank  on  the  drum,  and 
anotlier  line  is  provided  for  recording  the  reading  of  counter  again 
after  diagram  is  completed,  when  the  average,  if  the  engine  be 
allowed  to  run  for  several  minutes,  eliminates  the  error  referred 
to  and  gives  much  more  accurate  general  results  than  ordinarily 
obtained.  The  remainder  of  the  blank  will  be  understood  with- 
out explanation. 
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DISCUSSIOX. 

Mr.  C.  T.  Porter. — This  is  an  ordinary  diagram  from  a  cylin- 
der. The  steam  pressure  is  35  pounds,  which  is  nowadays  far 
from  "  interesting."  The  initial  pressure  obtained  in  the  cylinder 
is  less  than  this  by  314  pounds  at  one  end,. and  61^  pounds  at  the 
other  end,  the  latter  loss  being  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
pressure  above  the  atmosphere. 

The  cut-off  is  so  gradual  that  the  point  of  cut-ofE  cannot  be 
found.  The  vacuum  is  remarkable  for  its  badness.  That  main- 
tained in  the  condenser  is  II14  pounds;  in  the  cylinder  the  aver- 
age vacuum  is  about  8  pounds. 

Tliis  ought  to  be  an  unusual  diagram.  Unfortunately,  it  is, 
especially  in  marine  engines  built  for  the  government,  a  very  com- 
mon one. 

The  point  of  interest  is  the  diagram  from  the  steam  chest. 
This  ought  to  be  taken  from  all  engines.  Such  has  been  my 
own  practice  for  twenty-five  years.  Examples  of  these  diagrams 
from  steam  chests  of  high-speed  engines  are  given  in  my  treat- 
ise on  the  development  and  application  of  force  in  the  steam 
engine. 

These  diagrams  are  verj'  instructive.  Tliey  reveal  at  once 
what  proportion  of  loss  or  fall  of  pressure  is  due  to  insufficient 
pipe  area,  and  what  to  insufficient  port  area  and  valve  travel. 

This  important  use  of  the  indicator  is  well  illustrated  in  this 
diagram.  At  the  commencement  of  each  stroke,  we  observe  a 
fall  of  pressure  in  the  chest.  A  further  fall  is  seen  as  the  piston 
advances,  changing  gradually  to  a  rise  as  the  port  is  slowly  con- 
tracted. This  mounts  to  the  boiler  pressure  after  the  current  in 
the  pipe  has  been  finally  arrested. 

We  have  then  one  reaction  or  pulsation  of  the  elastic  steam, 
and  a  rise  again  to  the  boiler  pressure  before  the  stroke  is  quite 
completed.  These  pulsations  of  the  steam  are  gentle  and  lazy, 
owing  to  the  gradual  manner  in  which  its  momentum  is  arrested 
by  the  cut-off  motion. 

These  diagrams  vary  endlessly,  according  to  the  length  and 
size  of  the  steam  pipe,  and  the  slowness  or  suddenness  of  the 
admission  and  cut-off,  and  the  dryness  or  wetness  of  the  steam. 

After  a  sharp  cut-off  in  a  high-speed  engine  with  a  long  steam 
pipe,   I  have  seen  the  pressure   rise  in  the   chest   to  five   pounds 
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above  the  boiler  pressure,  and  four  or  five  pulsations  succeed  one 
another  before  the  stroke  was  completed. 

I  hope  this  paper  will  render  this  most  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive use  of  the  indicator  much  more  general  than  it  has  been. 

Mr.  Emevy. — It  is  gratifying  to  have  Mr.  Porter  confirm  the 
statement  that  the  pressure  in  the  steam  chest  may  rise  above 
that  in  tlie  boiler.  It  is  so  stated  in  the  paper  from  considera- 
tion of  the  diagram,  though  not  so  shown  by  gauge,  which,  how- 
ever, was  probably  in  error  after  long  use. 

It  was  considered  interesting  to  find  the  numerous  defects  in  the 
condition  of  the  engine  so  well  shown  ou  an  indicator  diagram 
from  the  cylinder  when  supplemented  by  one  from  the  steam 
chest. 
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CCLXXXI. 

AX   IMPROVED   FOEM    OF   SHAFT    GOTERXOR. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Ix  the  development  of  steam-engine  governors,  from  the  earliest 
forms  emploj'ed  by  the  first  designers  down  to  the  latest  produc- 
tion of  modern  engineers,  it  is  noticeable  that  almost  without  an 
exception  centrifugal  force  has  been  employed  in  every  success- 
iul  design. 

The  only  apparent  success,  without  centrifugal  force,  has  been 
in  the  direction  of  fluid  governors,  but  even  with  these  it  has 
been  found  that  the  variations  in  the  condition  of  the  fluid  used 
produce  a  corresponding  departure  from  the  desired  speed,  and 
the  comparatively  greater  power  required  to  drive  the  fluid  gov- 
ernors is  also  a  factor  in  the  unfavorable  verdict  which  practical 
use  has  established. 

Although  the  mechanical  constructions  of  centrifugal  governors 
present  an  infinite  variety  of  designs,  j-et  certain  fundamental  ele- 
ments appear  in  every  case.  In  every  governor  will  be  found  a 
weight  or  weights  made  to  revolve  around  an  axis,  and  having  a 
latitude  of  motion  to  and  from  the  axis,  which  motion  is  made 
to  control  the  steam  supply.  It  will  always  be  found,  also,  that 
the  centrifugal  force  developed  by  these  weights  is  opposed  by 
gravity,  or  springs,  acting  as  a  centripetal  force. 

The  action  of  the  governor  is  therefore  the  result  of  a  balancing 
of  these  forces. 

Fig.  68  illustrates  a  very  large  class  of  governors  in  which  the 
gravity  of  centrifugal  weights  is  made  to  oppose  their  centrifugal 
force. 

Springs  are  sometimes  used  in  this  construction  to  produce  ad- 
ditional centripetal  force. 

Fig.  69  shows  another  type  of  governor,  such  as  is  commonly 
used  on  the  main  sliaft  of  engines.  In  this  form  the  gravity  of 
one    weight    neutralizes    the    other,    and    springs    are    depended    on 
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entirely  for  centripetal  force.  lu  all  these  illustrations  the  weights 
are  shown  in  their  initial  position,  or  the  position  nearest  the  axis, 
and  the  outer  position  is  indicated  bj-  dotted  lines. 


In  the  operation  of  a  centrifugal  governor,  auj-  intermediate 
position  taken  by  the  weights  must  be  one  where  the  opposing 
forces  are  exactly  in  equilibrium. 

As   the   weights   move    outward    from   their   axis   the   centrifugal 


the    dista 


the 


force    increases    directly 
creased. 

The  opposing  or  centripetal  force  may  also  be  made  to  increase 
in  exactly  the  same  ratio  or  scale.  If  so  arranged,  then,  when  the 
speed  is  such  that  the  forces  are  in  equilibrium  in  one  position 
of  the  weights,  they  will  also  be  exactly  balanced  in  every  position 
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from  one  extreme  to  the  o'ther,  and  an  engine  having  a  governor 
so  adjusted  might  be  ex])ected  to  show  tlie  same  rate  of  speed 
under  every  condition  of  load. 

Unfortunately,  however,  a  difficulty  arises  in  the  nature  of  in- 
stability; for  if  adjusted  as  described,  then  whenever  in  any  po- 
sition of  the  weights  the  equilibrium  between  the  opposing  forces 
is  disturl)ed  by  a  change  of  speed,  and  the  weights  are  thereby 
caused  to  move  in  the  direction  of  the  greater  force,  the  same 
lack  of  equilibrium  will  exist  when  tlie  weights  have  reached  the 
extreme  limit  of  motion  in  that  direction;  and  when  the  weaker 
force  shall  have  become  the  stronger,  by  reason  of  the  rapid  change 
of  speed  that  must  follow,  then  the  weights  will  move  immediately 
to  their  extreme  limit  in  the  opposite  direction,  repeating  this 
process  constantly,  and  producing  an  effect  that  is  called  "  racing  " 
or  "  hunting." 

To  prevent  this,  and  to  enable  the  governor  to  take  all  the  in- 
termediate positions  with  stability,  it  is  necessary  to  arrange  the 
centripetal  force  so  that  it  will  increase  or  decrease  more  rapidly 
tliau  the  centrifugal  force  wlieu  the  weights  move  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another. 

If  so  arranged,  then  a  slight  movement  of  the  weights  in  the 
direction  of  the  greater  force  will  bring  them  to  a  position  of 
equilibrium,  and  a  still  further  change  of  speed  will  be  required 
to  move  them  to  the  next  position. 

This  condition  of  stability  is  therefore  obtained  at  a  sacrifice 
of  uniformity  of  speed,  and  the  greater  the  variation  of  speed  be- 
tween the  extreme  positions  of  the  governor,  tlie  greater  the 
stability  which  will  be  obtained. 

Every  designer  of  centrifugal  governors  has  had  to  face  this 
problem  and  decide  just  how  near  an  approach  to  perfect  har- 
mony between  the  opposing  forces  would  be  safe,  knowing  that 
if  he  approach  too  near  he  must  pay  the  penalty  of  instability, 
which  is  a  fatal  error. 

The  question  as  to  how  near  this  theoretically  perfect  condition 
it  is  safe  to  adjust  a  governor  depends  somewhat  on  certain  con- 
ditions. 

Light  balance  wheels,  extreme  changes  of  load,  and  friction  in 
governing  mechanism  are  all  elements  which  prevent  a  near  ap- 
proach to  the  condition  of  adjustment  that  should  produce  uni- 
form speed. 

The  inertia  of  the  centrifugal  weights  is  also  an  obstacle  to  fine- 
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adjustments,  as  it  first  pa-vents  quick  response  and  tlien  over- 
loaches  the  mark. 

For  this  reason  high  rotative  speeds  are  desirable,  as  the  nec- 
essary centrifugal  force  may  be  obtained  from  small  weights  hav- 
ing little  inertia. 

A  perfect  governor  should  be  free  from  unnecessary  friction, 
and  liave  as  little  weight  to  the  moving  parts  as  possible. 

Its  function  is  essentially  to  weigh  quickly  and  accurately  two 
opposing  forces,  just  as  a  steam  engine  indicator  weighs  the  force 
of  steam  opposed  to  the  spring,  and  yet  there  are  those  who  load 
a  governor  down  with  weights  other  than  centrifugal  weights 
merely  to  produce  centripetal  force,  when  a  suitable  spring  would 
produce  the  desired  force  without  the  incumbrance  of  weight  and 
consequent  inertia. 

Recognizing  the  necessity  of  sacrificing  theoretically  correct 
regulation,  or  isochronism  as  it  is  technically  called,  for  the  sake 
of  stability  with  centrifugal  governors,  numerous  attempts  have 
been  made  to  obtain  a  better  result  by  other  means. 

The  Huid  governors  were  found  to  come  under  the  same  geu- 
.lal  law  as  centrifugal  governors,  so  far  as  the  necessity  of 
sacrificing  isochronism  for  stability  is  concerned,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  other  defects  appeared  which  have  already  been 
mentioned. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made,  in  this  country  and  Europe, 
running  back  through  a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  to  construct 
a  governor  without  centrifugal  weights  which  should  produce 
uniform  speed  by  a  weighing  of  the  load.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
not  one  of  these  was  ever  a  success,  for  the  obvious  reason,  if  for 
no  other,  that  they  contained  no  provision  whatever  for  governing 
against  changing  boiler  pressure. 

In  1878  the  writer  conceived  the  idea  of  constructing  a  centrifu- 
gal governor  on  the  shaft  of  an  engine  having  all  the  functions  of 
tlie  best  forms  of  centrifugal  governors  for  governing  against 
changing  boiler  pressure,  and  also  so  arranged  that  the  driving 
pulley,  instead  of  being  keyed  to  the  shaft,  is  driven  by  the  gover- 
nor in  such  a  manner  that  the  load  is  made  to  act  as  centripetal 
force. 

■With  this  arrangement  the  governor  may  be  adjusted  for  ample 
stability,  and  the  effort  of  the  load  adjusted  exactly  to  correct  the 
change  of  speed  that  otherwise  would  take  place. 

Fig.  70  illustrates  the  arrangement  for  weighing  the  load. 
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The  curved  iiriii  A  is  keyed  to  tlie  shaft  and  the  belt  wheel  is 
driven  from  the  connection  at  the  end  of  this  arm. 

The  effort  of  the  engine  is  thus  naade  to  act  as  centripetal  force, 
and  by  a  suitable  adjustment  of  this  force  the  governor  weights 
are  brought  into  the  required  position  at  every  stage  of  load  to 
compel  the  engine  to  maintain  a  constant  speed. 

This  combination  proved  to  bo  successful  for  giving  exact  regu- 
lation against  changes  of  load. 

With  changes  of  boiler  pressure,  however,  this  governor  acts  only 


as  a  centrifugal  governor,  and  as  such  it  is  incapable  of  preventing 
slight  changes  of  speed  under  change  of  boiler  pressure. 

Where  intermittent  disturbances  occur,  a  great  improvement  is 
often  derived  from  the  use  of  a  dash-pot  or  oil  cylinder  having  a 
piston  with  a  small  aperture  for  the  fluid  to  pass  from  one  side  to 
the  other,  and  attached  to  the  moving  part  of  the  governor  in  a 
manner  to  prevent  sudden  motion. 

Rankine  describes  the  use  of  a  dash-pot  in  his  book  entitled 
Machinery  and  Mill  Worl-,  published  in  1859,  in  Section  364. 

Most  of  the  builders  of  Corliss  engines  have  found  it  desirable 
to  make  use  of  a  dash-pot  in  their  governors,  owing  to  the  inertia 
of  the  large  slowly  revolving  weights,  and  also  to  the  interniittont 
disturbances  of  the  releasing  valve-gear. 
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Among  the  shaft  governors,  or  sliifting  eccentric  governors 
according  to  the  classification  in  the  Patent  Office,  the  Buckeye 
Engine  Company,  of  Salem,  0.,  seem  to  have  been  the  first  to 
apply  dash-pots. 

They  found  that  with  large  engines,  where  owing  to  the  slow 
rotative  speed,  the  forces  of  the  governors  were  weak  in  compari- 
son   with    the    intermittent    disturbing    elements    to    be    overcome. 


that  a  dash-pot  would  materially  improve  the  action  of  the  gov- 
ernor. 

In  1878  they  made  use  of  dash-pots  in  one  of  their  governors 
on  an  engine  at  the  Syracuse  Iron  Works,  of  Syracuse,  Jf.  Y. 

A  more  uniform  action  of  the  eccentric  was  thereby  obtained, 
and  from  this  experience  the  same  difficulty  in  other  engines  was 
remedied  in  a  similar  manner. 

In  1879  they  put  similar  dash-pots  on  an  engine  at  the  works  of 
the  White,  Potter  &  Paige  Manufacturing  Company,  of  BrookljTi, 
X.  Y.,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  in  1880  applied  the  same  remedy 
to  a  pair  of  engines  at  "  Dows'  Stores,"  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  following 
it  up  in  1881  on  engines  at  the  Hartford  Carpet  Company,  and  at 
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the  Pacific  Mills,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  many  others  which  have 
not  come  under  the  writer's  notice. 

Fig.  71,  taken  from  a  working  drawing  of  a  Buckeye  governor 
with  a  dash-pot,  shows  the  method  of  its  application. 

It  is  here  attached  to  the  arm  which  carries  the  centrifugal 
weight,  and  through  its  connection  with  the  eccentric  is  made  to 
steady  the  action  of  the  eccentric. 

Profiting  by  the  experience  of  the  Buckeye  Co.  and  otliers,  A. 
L.  Ide,  of  Springfield,  111.,  designed  a  shaft  governor  in  1883  hav- 
ing a  dash-pot  for  preventing  irregular  motion  of  the  eccentric. 


Fig.  72. 

Fig.  72  shows  the  construction  of  the  Ide  governor,  and  the 
manner  of  attaching  the  dash-pot,  which  is  so  identical  with  the 
Buckeye  arrangement  as  to  need  no  special  description. 

The  only  novelty  in  this  governor  is  the  peculiar  arrangement 
at  B,  where  the  end  of  the  spring  is  attached  to  a  sliding  block, 
operated  by  a  screw,  the  direction  of  motion  being  such  that  bj' 
this  single  operation  a  double  effect  is  produced — that  of  shorten- 
ing the  ann  or  lever  by  which  the  weight  is  controlled,  and  at  the 
same  time  increasing  the  initial  tension  of  the  spring. 

In  centrifugal  governors  where  the  forces  are  weak  and  easily 
disturbed,  this  dash-pot  permits  a  finer  adjustment,  and  therefore 
makes  the  governor  more  nearly  isochronous;  but  it  also  makes 
the    action    sluggish,    and    it    is    questionable    whether    without    the 
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dasli-pot  tlie  governor  cannot  be  nuulo.  I'ully  as  near  isoclironous 
by  increasing  the  forces  of  the  governor.  If  so  the  dash-pot  is 
the  less  desirable  remedy  and  amounts  to  a  positive  damage. 

A  dash-pot  governor  of  any  of  the  kinds  described,  adjusted  to 
be  strictly  isochronous,  must  depend  entirely  on  the  resistance  of 
the  fluid  for  stability,  and  this  resistance  must  become  an  import- 
ant factor  in  the  governor.  Consequently  the  sluggish  action  must 
bo  exaggerated  or  increascil,  tluTil.y  producing  disastrous  results. 
When  a  governor  is  thus  ;ii  1:111-. d  mnl  adjusted,  if  in  the  operation 
of  the  engine  it  becomes  ii('r.,-<:iiy  Tor  the -governor  to  move  from 
one  position  to  another,  it  cannot  do  so  quickly,  but  must  drag 
along  tardily,  during  which  time  the  engine  is  getting  badly  off  its 
speed. 

Therefore  the  former  instability  in  the  nature  of  rapid  and  ex- 
treme fluctuations  of  speed  is  changed  by  the  dash-pot  to  more 
moderate  fluctuations,  each  of  which  covers  a  longer  interval  of 
time. 

Dash-pot  governors  such  as  have  been  described  do  not  appear 
to  be  capable  of  giving  satisfactory  results  under  a  finer  adjust- 
ment than  is  employed  with  strong  centrifugal  governors  without 
dash-pots.  At  least  such  would  be  a  fair  inference  from  the  fact 
that  the  great  mass  of  governors  are  still  made  without  dash-pots 
after  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  experience  with  their  use. 

During  the  past  year  the  writer  has  discovered  a  new  application 
of  a  dash-pot  to  centrifugal  governors,  which  seems  to  be  entirely 
free  from  the  difficulty  formerly  encountered. 

The  principles  involved  may  be  understood  by  reference  to  Fig. 
73.  The  governor  here  sho^vn  is  one  of  the  ordinary  forms  of 
shifting  eccentric  governors. 

The  introduction  of  the  spring  S  between  the  dash-pot  and  the 
movable  part  of  the  governor  is  the  new  feature.  Its  operation 
and  efEect  are  as  follows: 

Suppose  the  long  spring  D  be  drawn  tip  until  its  initial  ten- 
sion, in  distance  of  stretch,  shall  correspond  exactly  with  the  dis- 
tance between  the  center  of  gravity  of  the  weight  and  the  axis  of 
revolution.    This  is  what  is  called  "  full  theoretic  tension." 

The  condition  is  the  same  as  would  be  obtained  if  the  weights 
were  first  placed  at  the  center  of  the  shaft,  and  after  attaching  the 
spring  without  any  tension  the  weight  was  then  moved  out  to  the 
position  shown. 

With   tliis   relation   between   the   position   of   the   weiglit   and   tlie 
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tension  of  the  spring,  the  increase  and  decrease  of  centrifugal  force 
caused  by  moving  the  weight  to  or  from  the  axis  of  revolution 
would  exactly  liarmonize  with  the  changes  of  resistance  of  the 
spring  due  to  said  motion;  and  if  the  two  forces  were  in  equilib- 
rium in  one  position,  they  would  be  so  in  every  position  at  the 
same  speed.  This  condition,  as  has  already  been  said,  should  be 
expected  to  give  uniform  speed  of  the  engine  at  every  position  of 
the  governor,  but  has  been  found  impracticable  on  account  of  its 
instability. 

The   object  of   the   dash-pot  and  spring  here  shown   is   to   allow 


the  theoretically  perfect  adjustment  of  the  long  spring,  and  to 
furnish  ample  stability  without  making  the  governor  sluggish, 
or  in  the  least  preventing  a  quick  and  delicate  balancing  of  the 
forces. 

This  spring  S  is  arranged  for  botli  compression  and  exten- 
sion, and  lias  a  range  of  deflection  sufBcient  to  allow  the  full  mo- 
tion of  the  governor,  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  without  regard 
to  the  motion  of  the  piston  of  the  dash-pot  to  which  it  is  attached. 

The  resistance  of  this  spring  S,  having  no  initial  tension,  is 
entirely  out  of  harmony  with  the  other  spring,  and  combined  with 
them  produces  exactly  the  effect  when  motion  takes  place  that  is 
obtained  ordinarily  in  centrifugal  governors,  by  using  springs  with 
less  than  the  full  theoretic  tension,  and  if  the  dash-pot  piston  should 
remain  stationary,  the  same  change  of  speed  would  be  found  be- 
tween tlie  extreme  positions  of  the  governor,  but  by  reason  of  the 
movement  of  this  piston,  the  tension  on  spring  S  is  released, 
and  it  then  ceases  to  bo  a  factor  in  the  speed,  which  is  only  the 
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result  of  the  long  spring,  and  as  has  been  previously  shown  it  must 
be  the  same  at  every  position  of  the  weight. 

This  theory,  though  somewhat  obscure,  seems  to  be  correct,  and 
its  practical  operation  under  careful  tests  proves  it  to  be  so. 

Governors  are  now  made  of  various  types,  embodjing  this  prin- 
ciple, and  have  been  found  to  compel  the  same  number  of  revolu- 
tions per  minute  of  the  engine  under  any  condition  of  load  or 
boiler-pressure  within  the  full  capacity  of  the  engine. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

Prof.  J.  B.  Wehh. — Both  the  ideas  mentioned  in  the  paper  struck 
me  as  admirable  and  ingenious.  The  idea  of  putting  the  fly-w'heel 
separate  from  the  shaft  and  connecting  it  by  springs  is  certainly  a 
beautiful  one,  and  the  combination  of  dash-pot  and  spring  allows 
the  go^•erno^  to  stand  in  any  position,  and  therefore  with  any  cut- 
off, for  a  given  speed  of  the  engine,  which  is  a  thing  not  obtain- 
able in  an  ordinarj'  centrifugal  governor,  but  can  theoretically  be 
obtained  in  a  fluid  governor. 

Mr.  .J.  T.  Hawl-ins. — As  a  slight  contribution  to  this  subject,  I 
might  mention  a  fluid  governor  which  I  saw  in  operation  upon  a 
beam  engine  running  the  works  of  the  Messrs.  Hoe  &  Co.  as  long 
ago  as  1852  or  1853,  if  my  memory  serves  rightly.  It  was  a  con- 
densing engine  of  about  five  feet  stroke,  making  about  60  turns  per 
minute,  and  was  fitted  with  the  Sickles  cut-off,  cutting  off,  proba- 
bly, at  from  1-4  to  i/^  stroke.  The  governor  operated  through  tlie 
cut-off,  and,  as  I  remember,  it  was  perfectly  isochronous  in  its 
operation.  It  consisted  of  a  cylindrical  chamber,  open  at  the  top, 
partially  filled  with  oil.  Within  this  cylinder  were  two  small, 
single-acting  pumps,  connected  at  their  lower  ends.  One  of  these 
pumps  was  operated  by  the  engine,  making  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
strokes  to  one  revolution  of  the  engine.  This  pump  took  oil  from 
the  chamber  at  the  bottom,  at  one  side,  through  a  valve  opening 
inward,  and  delivered  it  to  tlie  second  pump  at  the  bottom,  on  the 
opposite  side,  through  a  valve  opening  outward.  A  pipe  led  from 
this  first  pump  to  a  valve  opening  inward  at  the  bottom  of  the 
second  pump;  and  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  bottom  of  the  second 
pump  was  a  simple  orifice,  without  valve,  for  the  discharge  of  the 
oil  back  into  the  chamber.  The  plunger  stem  of  the  second  pump 
was  made  so  as  to  receive  weights  which  might  be  varied  in 
amount;  and  on  the  same  stem  were  secured  tappets  which  oper- 
ated upon  the  two  sides  of  a  lever  connected  suitably  with  the  cut- 
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off  mechanism,  the  space  between  the  tappets  being  such  as  to 
permit  of  the  plunger  rising  and  falling  without  striking  the  cut-off 
lever  when  the  engine  ran  at  normal  speed.  As  the  oil  could  flow 
only  at  a  given  rate  thi-ough  the  fixed  orifiee  in  the  second  pump 
under  the  load  or  weight  placed  upon  the  plunger  stem,  any  slight 
increase  in  the  speed  of  the  engine  would  cause  the  oil  to  be 
pumped  into  the  space  below  the  plunger  of  the  second  pump 
faster  than  it  could  escape  through  the  fixed  orifice,  which  would 
cause  this  plunger  to  make   its   vertical  excursions  between  higher 
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points  until  the  engine  anived  again'  at  its  normal  speed,  after 
which  it  would  continue  to  work  between  these  higher  points,  cor- 
responding to  a  shorter  admission  of  steam  by  the  cut-off;  and  for 
a  slight  slowing  of  the  engine  the  converse  would  take  place.  The 
speed  at  which  the  engine  should  run  was,  of  eoitrse,  determined 
by  tlie  weight  applied  to  the  plunger  of  the  second  pump. 

In  this  governor,  while  it  required  a  variation  in  the  speed  of 
the  engine  to  effect  a  change,  the  speed  must  be  restored  to  the 
normal  as  soon  as  the  admission  of  steam  became  just  equal  to  the 
performance  of  the  work  demanded  by  the  change  of  load  upon 
the   engine;    and,    being   positively   operated    by   an   inelastic    fluid. 
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it  was  not  in  the  least  affected  by  the  resistance  offered  by  the 
tripping  meclianism  of  the  cut-off. 

Prof.  Wehb. — Mr.  Lyne  has  just  mentioned  an  idea,  but  he  is 
too  modest  to  bring  it  up.  He  remarked  tliat  that  was  a  sort  of  a 
cataract,  so  that  in  the  original  engines  we  had  that  fluid  governor. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Bab  cock. — There  are  two  very  nice  things  in  this  gov- 
ernor. One  is  the  idea  of  a  spring  being  adjusted  in  such  a  way 
that  the  increase  of  resistance  of  the  spring  is  exactly  equal  to  the 
increase  of  the  centrifugal  force  of  the  weight.  I  presume  that  Mr. 
Ball  is  familiar  with  the  fact  that  some  thirty  odd  years  ago  Mr.  Sil- 
ber  built  a  marine  governor  of  that  kind  (Fig.  98).*  He  used  a  hori- 
zontal shaft,  on  which  he  pivoted  one  or  two  arms  with  a  ball  at  each 
end.    Tliese  were  connected  by  a  rod  to  a  collar,  against  which  he  put 
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a  spring  adjusted  exactly  like  Mr. 
Ball's.  This  spring  was  of  such  a 
length  that  at  every  position  of  the 
balls  it  was  extended  or  compressed, 
as  the  case  might  be,  just  in  propor- 
tion to  the  distance  of  the  balls  from 
the  center;  that  is,  if  the  center  of  the 
balls  could  have  been  made  to  coin 
eide  with  the  center  of  the  shaft,  the 
spring  would  have  been  normal.  The 
centrifugal  force,  therefore,  exactly 
counterbalanced  the  spring  at  a  given 
speed  at  all  positions  of  the  balls.  He 
found  the  difficulty  which  Mr.  Ball 
found — that  is,  that  his  governor  was  all  up  and  all  down.  It 
worked  very  well,  however,  on  a  marine  engine,  because  that  is 
*Copiod  from  the  Scienlific  American,  July  19,  18.56. 
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Fig.  101. 


just  what  you  want  with  a  marine  governor.     But  Mr.  Bali's  addi- 
tion of  a  dash-pot  with  an  interposed  spring  is  a  stroke  of  a  genius. 
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By  it  he  retains  the  isochronism  with  tlie  necessary  slowness  of 
motion. 

Xow,  it  is  well  known  to  all  that  a  governor  ball  which  rises 
in  a  parabolic  curve  will  be  isochronous.  It  is  also  easy  to  find 
a  point,  like  a,  Fig.  99,  for  instance,  which  will  be  practically  a 
center  for  so  much  of  the  curve  as  you  wish  to  use.  A  governor 
made  thus  with  crossing  arms  will  be  isochronous,  the  centrifugal 
force  being  resisted  only  by  the  weight  of  the  balls.  I  have  used 
a  governor  of  that  construction  considerably.  I  have  also  used  a 
governor  in  which  the  balls  were  hung  so  as  to  move  in  a  plane 
vertical  to  the  shaft  (Fig.  100).  The  levers  upon  which  the  balls 
were  hung  produced  a  straight  line  motion.  Thus  the  weight  of 
the  balls  formed  no  part  of  the  resistance  to  the  centrifugal  force. 
Then,  by  a  proper  attachment  of  a  counter-weight  (W)  or  spring,  I 
could  get  any  action  I  wanted,  making  the  resistance  bear  any 
relation  to  the  centrifugal  force  which  was  desired.  By  combin- 
ing the  two  I  produced  a  governor  which  could  be  adjusted  to  any 
speed,  and  at  the  same  time  be  practically  isochronous  (Fig.  101). 

Prof.  Denion. — Wliy  have  these  perfect  devices  not  been  re- 
tained in  use  ?    We  never  see  them. 

3/r.  Babcocl: — Well,  I  built  hundreds  of  them  and  they  worked 
very  well,  and  many  of  them  are  in  use  to-day;  but  I  found  it 
necessary,  in  every  instance,  to  throw  them  out  of  isochronism  suiE- 
eiently  to  avoid  racing.  In  the  case  of  Fig.  99  it  is  done  by  plac- 
ing the  center  so  that  the  balls  would  travel  a  little  out  of  the  true 
curve.  In  the  case  of  Fig.  100,  it  was  done  by  the  arrangement  of 
the  weights  upon  the  bent  lever. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Denton. — After  the  compliment  paid  to  Mr.  Ball's 
device  by  President  Babcock,  nothing  that  could  be  said  by  any 
one  of  less  experience  can  be  added  to  this  line  of  thought.  But 
what  the  president  has  stated  regarding  his  practice  with  isochro- 
nous governors  suggests  the  following  inquiry : 

If  the  perfect  or  isochronous  governor  must  be  deliberately  de- 
prived of  its  power  to  act  in  complete  accordance  with  an  abso- 
lutely isochronous  law,  cannot  the  ordinary  centrifugal  governor  be 
adjusted  so  as  to  approximate  to  the  same  degi-ee  of  perfection  to 
which  the  isochronous  forms  must  descend  in  order  to  avoid  the 
"■  hunting  "'  action,  which  is  explained  in  the  paper  ? 

The  production  of  thoroughly  satisfactory  incandescent  electric 
light   affords   the   severest   test   of  the    degree   of   perfect   action   of 
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steam-engine  governors,  and,  under  the  stimulus  of  the  demand  of 
the  electric  lighting  business,  governors  have  received  their  highest 
practical  development.  As  a  result,  it  appears  that  engines  with 
plain  centrifugal  spring  governors  will  run  unloaded  within  a  frac- 
tion of  one  per  cent,  of  their  speed  at  full  load. 

I  believe  that  the  attainment  of  this  result .  is  not  dependent 
upon  any  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  governor,  but  upon  the  nicety 
with  which  the  governor  is  adjusted.  I  have  in  mind  a  35  H.  P. 
Buckeye  engine,  which,  by  repute,  was  not  possessed  of  the  "  par- 
ticular kind  "  of  centrifugal  governor  capable  of  satisfactorily  con- 
trolling speed  for  incandescent  light  work. 

The  engine  was  designed  and  in  use  for  supplying  power  to  ma- 
chine tools,  and  no  particular  demand  had  been  made  for  close  reg- 
ulation of  its  speed.  Consequently,  when,  upon  an  important 
occasion,  the  engine  was  applied  to  run  300  incandescent  lights, 
the  variation  of  speed  occurring  when  the  load  was  changed  was 
fuUy  15  per  cent.,  and  the  opinions  regarding  the  lack  of  fitness 
of  the  governor  for  incandescent  lighting  were  apparently  con- 
firmed. 

But,  upon  sending  to  the  makers  of  the  engine  for  an  expert 
mechanic  who  understood  "  nursing "  the  governor  into  the  best 
state  of  sensitiveness,  the  engine  was  made  to  run  at  384  revolu- 
tions with  37  H.  P.,  and  3861/^  revolutions  when  unloaded,  and  the 
variation  of  speed  during  the  change  from  one  of  these  speeds  to 
the  other  was  as  satisfactory  as  any  demand  of  practice  seems  to 
require. 

I  have  noted  similar  experience  to  the  above  witli  several  of  the 
best  high-speed  engines  in  the  market,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  same  view  applies  to  the  possibilities  with  the  centrifugal 
gravity  governor  in  large  power  plants  of  500  H.  P.  and  upward, 
notwithstanding  that  many  engines  of  this  class  have,  apparently, 
to  call  to  the  aid  of  their  centrifugal  governor  various  devices,  such 
as  dash-pots,  half-moons  of  mercury,  rolling  weights,  etc. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood,  from  this  expression  of  views,  as 
looking  upon  Mr.  Ball's  invention  as  a  useless  device.  He  is  in 
the  engine  business,  where  alone  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  re- 
quirements in  a  governor  can  be  obtained,  and  his  paper  shows  him 
to  have  been  a  critical  student  of  the  principles  upon  which  the 
action  of  governors  depends. 

My  object  is  to  attempt  to  define  wherein  the  value  of  the  im- 
provement must   lie,   so  tliat  we   may  have   Mr.   Ball's  confirmation 
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or  criticism  upon  such  definition,  which  is  that  the  invention  pro- 
vides a  possible  means  of 

1st.  Securing  the  same  degree  of  perfection  as  the  best  centrifu- 
gal spring  governors  attain,  but  with  less  skillful  adjustment  than 
such  governors  require,  and  with  less  liability  to  loss  of  sensitive- 
ness with  continued  ser\-ice. 

3d.  Securing  a  more  perfect  action  of  existing  centrifugal  gov- 
ernors whose  original  proportions  or  design  requires  the  applica- 
tion of  a  supplementary  device  (such  as  instanced  above)  to  secure 
good  regulation. 

Mr.  Ball  can,  I  believe,  cite  practical  applications  of  his  device 
which  afford  positive  testimony  bearing  upon  these  two  con- 
clusions. 

Mr.  Walter  C.  Kerr. — The  question  brought  up  by  Mr.  Denton 
i.-  in  the  line  of  what  I  intended  to  say.  He  asks  why  ordinary 
governors  cannot  be  made  to  give  the  regulation  desired,  and  why 
these  various  supposed  perfect  forms  do  not  give  the  regulation 
wliieh  they  ought. 

I  think  the  principal  reason  has  scarcely  been  mentioned  in  this 
discussion.  It  is  friction.  About  one-haK  of  all  bad  regulation 
is  due  to  governor  friction.  Every  one  in  the  engine  business 
knows  that  weights,  springs,  and  lever  arms  can  be  so  proportioned 
that  when  the  governor  is  in  a  proper  state  of  lubrication,  it  regu- 
lates in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  same  governor 
when  not  properly  oiled  gives  poor  regulation;  also  that  no  chang- 
ing of  leverages,  springs,  etc.,  or  the  addition  of  extra  parts,  will 
bring  a  poorly  lubricated  governor  into  condition  for  satisfactory 
regulation. 

Some  forms  of  governors  have  their  friction  greatly  diminished, 
by  excellent  constructive  features,  and  others  by  superior  lubrica- 
tion. .  I  do  not  know  what  governor  Prof.  Thurston  referred  to  in 
his  paper,  as  I  was  not  present,  but  it  is  probably  Prof.  Sweef s, 
as  he  made  some  experiments  with  the  Straight  Line  engine.  I 
happen  to  know  something  of  the  action  of  this  governor,  having 
worked  on  it  in  its  earliest  days,  when  friction  was  excessive,  and 
when  various  plans  were  experimented  with  to  improve  it.  They 
all  failed,  but  when  the  friction  was  taken  out  of  it  by  the  ex- 
cellent construction  now  used,  it  needed  no  dash-pots,  supple- 
mental springs,  or  other  contrivances. 

The  most  important  question  to  ask  in  connection  with  gover- 
nors is,  What  kind  of  regulation  do  we  want?     And  the  answer  is: 
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First,  a  i-easouably  small  variation  in  speed,  whether  the  engine  is 
light  or  loaded,  said  variation  being  measured  in  revolutions  per 
minute.  This  variation  can  be  made  small  or  large,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  manufacturer,  and  one  or  two  per  cent,  variation  is  con- 
sidered sufficientl}'  close  on  engines  used  for  ordinary  manufacto- 
ries. Second,  a  very  small  acceleration  for  an  instant  following  a 
change  of  load,  and  where  the  most  delicate  regulation  is  required, 
this  instantaneous  acceleration  is  of  much  greater  consequence  than 
the  difference  in  revolutions  between  light  and  loaded  conditions. 

In  work  requiring  very  delicate  regulation,  the  injury  is  done 
during  the  period  of  tliis  acceleration,  and  the  period  is  the  time 
between  the  change  of  load  and  the  starting  of  the  governor  to 
move,  and  is  proportional  to  the  friction.  It  is  therefore  plainly 
evident  that  devices  which  are  added  to  the  governor,'  wWch  act 
only  after  the  governor  has  started  to  move,  cannot  in  any  way 
affect  the  acceleration  of  the  engine  during  the  period  above  men- 
tioned. We  therefore  cannot  look  to  auxiliary  devices  as  a  means 
of  preventing  the  most  serious  consequences  of  bad  regulation,  and 
while  they  may  be  ingenious  and  mathematiealiy  correct,  their 
operation  is  too  late  to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  they  are  de- 
signed to  remove. 

Further  than  this,  the  addition  of  various  devices  usually  in- 
creases the  friction,  and  thereby  may  become  even  harmful  where 
very  close  regulation  is  desired.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is 
quite  possible  for  a  governor  regulating  within  S%  to  have  its  regu- 
lation reduced  to  1%,  when  the  regulation  is  measured  in  revolu- 
tions per  minute,  and  at  the  same  time  the  acceleration  of  said 
governor  is  found  to  be  many  per  cent,  greater  than  before  the 
auxiliary  devices  were  applied;  and  in  such  delicate  adjustment  of 
speed  as  is  necessary  for  incandescent  lighting,  it  is  possible  to 
thus  produce  a  very  injuiious  action  on  the  lamps. 

I  believe  that  if  more  attention  was  paid  to  exactly  what  good 
regulation  consists  of,  there  would  be  less  attention  paid  to  devising 
appliances  whose  operation  must  be  subsequent  to  the  starting  of 
the  governor,  and  more  attention  paid  to  relieving  the  governor 
of  the  resistances  which  tend  to  prevent  its  starting  from  rest. 

Mr.  Hugo  Bilgram. — It  seems  to  me  that  one  very  important 
point  has  not  yet  been  considered,  namely,  that  the  steam  engine 
works  intermittently.  Especially  in  automatic  cut-off  engines  there 
are  periods  mthin  which  the  governor  has  absolutely  no  control 
over  the  engine.     It  has  a  chance  to  control  only  at  one  instant 
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during  each  half-revolution,  namely,  at  the  moment  when  the 
steam  is  cut  off,  and  it  is  inoperative  until  the  steam  is  cut  ofT  at 
the  following  stroke.  Xeither  a  rising  or  falling  of  the  governor 
can,  in  the  intervening  time,  affect  tlie  speed.  Let  us  suppose  that 
a  certain  position  of  the  governor  corresponds  with  a  development 
of  100-horse  power,  and  imagine  that  just  immediately  after  cutting 
off,  40-horse  power  were  thrown  off  the  load,  the  engine  developing 
power  at  the  rate  of  100-horse  power  during  the  half-stroke  follow- 
ing, the  speed  of  the  engine  will  accelerate,  say  for  an  illustration, 
by  10  revolutions.  If  now  the  governor  were  constructed  so  that  by 
this  increase  of  speed  the  cut-off  will  be  set  to  a  point  correspond- 
ing with  less  than  60-horse  power,  the  regulation  will  be  greater 
than  necessary,  and  a  reversal  of  the  regulation  must  follow,  result- 
ing in  a  rising  and  falling  of  the  governor.  But  if  the  governor 
has  been  adjusted  so  that  the  increase  of  speed  during  one  stroke 
due  to  the  said  change  of  load  would  just  bring  the  cut-off  to  a 
point  where  60-horse  power  will  be  developed,  the  resulting  ad- 
justment will  be  completed.  I  have  always  held  that  the  fly-wheel 
is  a  part  of  the  governor,  and  that  both  should  be  adjusted  one  to 
the  other.  Otherwise  the  governor  may  be  either  too  sensitive  or 
not  sensitive  enough.  The  change  in  the  momentum  of  the  fly- 
wheel should,  as  near  as  practicable,  equal  the  change  of  work 
developed  during  one  stroke. 

The  idea  of  using  a  dash-pot  and  spring  in  connection  with  an 
isochronous  governor  occurred  to  me  some  six  years  ago,  the  spring 
giving  the  necessary  stability,  the  dash-pot  permitting  a  slow  re- 
lease of  the  strain  of  this  spring. 

At  that  time  I  recognized  a  disadvantage  of  sucli,  as  compared 
with  stable  governors,  in  permitting  a  greater  variation  of  speed 
if  a  given  load  is  suddenly  removed  and  then  added  again. 
Supposing  a  speed  of  100  revolutions  to  be  raised  to  110  by  the 
removal  of  a  portion  of  the  load,  the  isochronous  governor  will 
slowly  reduce  the  speed  again  to  100.  And  when  the  original 
load  is  restored,  a  slowing  down  to  90  turns  will  result,  which  in 
time  will  again  be  corrected  by  the  action  of  the  dash-pot.  Thus 
the  variation  will  be  between  90  and  110,  when  it  would  only  have 
changed  from  100  to  110  and  then  back  again  to  100  with  a  regular 
stable  governor. 

Mr.  Lewis  F.  Lijnc. — My  neighbor.  Professor  Webb,  has  paid  a 
veiy  high  compliment  to  my  modesty,  and  he  seems  determined 
that  I  shall  say  something.    Perhaps  T  can  tlirow  a  little  light  on  the 
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go\'ernor  question  by  stating  that  I  know  some  of  the  reasons  wliy 
the  so-called  first-class  governors  have  failed.  The  Huntoon  I 
know  to  have  failed  on  account  of  the  lack  of  proper  attention.  It 
is  a  delicate  mechanism.  If  you  do  not  use  the  proper  kind  of  oil 
in  it — that  is  oil  free  from  gum — it  will  not  work  satisfactorily.  We 
have  in  our  place  a  Buckeye  engine,  18"  by  36".  The  governor  on 
that  engine  was  condemned  by  our  engineer;  he  could  not  do  any- 
thing with  it;  he  could  not  make  the  engine  run  steadily  at  all.  I 
took  it  in  hand  and  examined  the  governor  and  found  three-quar- 
ters of  an  inch  more  tension  on  one  spring  than  on  the  other. 
There  was  also  half  an  inch  more  leverage  on  one  of  the  arms  than 
on  the  other.  I  released  the  strain  on  the  springs,  then  took  a  pair 
of  dividers  and  adjusted  the  levers  exactly  alike.  I  then  put  an 
equal  tension  on  the  springs,  and  by  adjusting  a  proper  relation 
between  the  leverage  and  the  tension  on  the  springs  I  got  a  prac- 
tically steady  regulation — so  near  so  that  we  have  had  no  trouble 
at  all.  We  throw  on  35  or  40  horse  power  at  a  time,  or  throw  it 
off,  and  we  do  not  see  any  difference  in  the  speed  of  the  engine  to 
interfere  with  our  lights.  Electric  lighting,  of  course,  requires 
close  regulation.  Governors  that  have  given  entire  satisfaction  in 
the  hands  of  men  who  understood  them,  if  put  into  the  hands  of  men 
who  do  not  understand  them — engineers  who  have  given  the  sub- 
ject no  consideration — will  fail  every  time.  I  thinlc  I  can  say,  in 
answer  to  Prof.  Denton's  question,  that  the  chief  cause  of  the  fail- 
ure of  much  of  the  good  apparatus  that  has  been  produced  has  been 
due  to  the  lack  of  a  proper  understanding  of  their  mechanism,  or  a 
lack  of  proper  care. 

Mi:  E.  F.  0.  Davis. — I  think  I  can  answer  an  inquiry  of  Prof. 
Denton's,  to  some  extent,  by  saying  that  it  had'  not  been  nearly  so 
diflRcult  to  pick  up  a  good  governor  to  answer  every  practical  pur- 
pose while  new  as  it  had  been  to  find  a  governor  that  would  keep 
up  that  class  of  work  for  any  length  of  time.  The  want  of  dura- 
bility is  a  thing  that  has  thrown  a  good  many  good  governors  out 
of  the  market.  Without  regard  to  the  matter  of  care,  which  all 
governors  ought  to  have  of  course,  a  good  many  governors  wear 
out  fast;  so  I  think  Prof.  Sweet's  step  is  in  the  right  direction,  the 
eliminating  of  the  friction,  which  is  necesasrily  the  destructive 
element  in  governors,  and  I  think  that  his  governor  has  a  very  long 
life  before  it  for  that  very  reason. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hawlcins. — Eeferring  to  remarks  of  Mr.  Bilgram,  the 
features    which    he    mentions    would    pei-haps    have    been    of    some 
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monioiu  in  some  of  the  old  long-stroke,  slow-piston  speed  engines 
such  as  we  used  to  build;  but  I  think  it  becomes  of  no  practical 
consideration  in  the  engines  of  the  present  day,  with  their  high 
speed  of  piston,  short  stroke,  and  consequently  vastly  greater 
number  of  revolutions  made  in  a  given  time.  It  is  a  common 
thing  nowadays  for  a  stationary  engine  to  make  anywhere  from 
HOO  to  500  revolutions  per  minute,  or  from  600  to  1,000  strokes  of 
the  piston;  and  in  such  a  case  it  would  seem  that  the  time  during 
wliich  the  governor  has  no  control  over  the  engine  is  so  extremely 
small  that  no  possible  engine,  with  any  fly-wheel  at  all;  could  fail 
to  be  perfectly  governed  for  that  reason.  In  the  compound  or 
triple-expansion  engine,  or,  indeed,  in  a  two-cylinder  single-expan- 
sion engine  coupled  to  the  same  shaft,  in  either  of  which  the 
admission  occurs  in  the  different  cylinders  at  different  periods  of 
the  shaft's  revolution,  it  would  be  of  still  less  account. 

If  we  instance  a  modern  single-cylinder  engine  operating  an 
electric-light  plant — than  which  perhaps  there  is  nothing  that  calls 
for  closer  governing — we  have  in  many  such  cases  engines  running 
at  over  .SOO  revolutions  per  minute.  In  such  an  engine,  cutting 
off  at,  say  14  stroke,  the  governor  loses  control  during  %  of  ^/^oo  of 
a  minute,  equal  to  '/40  of  a  second.  In  such  a  case,  I  think,  consider- 
ing the  inertia  of  the  fly-wheel  usually  adapted  to  such  an  engine, 
the  loss  of  control  during  the  expansive  action  of  the  steam  is 
entirely  too  infinitesimal  to  be  worth  a  moment's  consideration. 
In  fact,  in  such  an  engine  as  I  described  as  having  the  fluid  isoch- 
ronous governor,  making  about  60  revolutions  per  minute  and 
cutting  off  at  about  %  stroke,  control  by  the  governor  would  be  lost 
during  only  about  %  of  a  second,  a  period  entirely  too  short  within 
which  to  affect  a  heavy  18  or  20  foot  fly-wheel  such  as  this  engine  had. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Laid. — Mr.  President,  I  have  been  looking  at  the 
sketch  on  the  board  of  what  I  think  you  mentioned  as  the  first 
isochronous  spring  governor  (Fig.  98).  I  think  you  gave  the 
credit  of  the  invention  to  Mr.  Silber.  I  have  in  mind  that  Mr. 
Charles  T.  Porter  constructed  the  first  spring  governor  which  is 
truly  isochronous.  Mr.  Porter's  governor  consisted  of  two  balls 
connected  by  links  to  a  spiral  spring  as  outlined  in  this  sketch,  and 
the  spring  was  so  proportioned  and  adjusted  by  giving  to  it  an 
initial  compression,  that  in  resisting  the  radial  motion  of  the  balls, 
it  balanced  their  centrifugal  force  for  all  positions. 

This  governor  was  designed  by  Mr.  Porter  for  marine  work, 
and  I  think  that  it  is  the  first  isochronous  spring  governor  made. 
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The  Fresident. — Do  you  think  that  was  before  Mr.  Silber's? 

Mr.  Ladd. — I  think  so,  yes. 

To  return  to  the  point  last  discussed,  I  would  like  to  say  that  my 
experience  has  been  exactly  the  same  as  that  related  by  Mr.  Kerr, 
that  the  friction  is  the  most  deadly  enemy  of  all  the  governors; 
and  further,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  friction  is  detrimental, 
not  simply  because  it  is  friction,  but  because  it  is  a  variable  quan- 
tity. 

2Ir.  Geo.  H.  Bahcock.* — In  regard  to  the  question  which  has 
arisen  as  to  the  originator  of  the  idea  of  giving  a  spring  which  is 
employed  to  resist  the  centrifugal  force  of  the  governor  balls  such 
an  initial  tension  that  its  subsequent  increase  of  resistance  shall  be 
in  a  ratio  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  cen- 
trifugal force,  it  is  no  more  than  fair  to  all  parties  to  say  that  in 
Mr.  Porter's  patent,  granted  June  18,  1861,  he  distinctly  claims  this 
invention,  which  is  prima-facie  evidence  that  he  was  the  original 
inventor.  That  Mr.  Silber  had  the  idea,  or  even  understood  the 
principle  involved,  I  have  no  direct  evidence,  but  that  the  apparatus 
shown  (Fig.  98),  and  which  was  published  several  years  before 
Mr.  Porter  claims  to  have  made  the  invention,  is  capable  of  being 
used  in  that  way  is  certain,  as  is  admitted  by  Mr.  Porter.  More- 
over, the  description  accompanying  the  said  illustration  says :  "  The 
tension  of  spring  H  is  increased  or  diminished  at  pleasure  by  turn- 
ing knob  J,  which  moves  the  claw  collar  K  out  or  in,  thus  rendering 
governor  more  or  less  sensitive  as  desired."  This  would  seem  to 
indicate,  but  it  does  not  prove,  that  Mr.  Silber  understood  the 
principle  involved,  otherwise  he  would  have  been  likely  to  say  it 
would  increase  or  diminish  the  speed.  The  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Porter  may  give  further  light  upon  the  subject.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  discredit  without  good  reason  his  priority  in  this  matter, 
and  I  make  free  to  state,  knowing  personally  all  the  parties,  that 
the  fine  mathematical  reasoning  involved  is  most  in  accord  with 
Mr.  Porter's  mode  of  thinking: 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1888. 
My  dear  Mr.  Babcock: 

I  fancy  you  gave  Silber  credit  for  something  he  never  thought  of,  namely,  an 
isochronous  centrifugal  governor.  We  must  put  ourselves  back  to  the  year  1855. 
A  high-speed  governor  had  not  then  been  made;  strong  counteracting  forces,  en- 
abling a  governor  to  develop  power  to  operate  a  valve  on  a  minute  change  of 
velocity,  were  unknown.  The  influence  of  friction  on  a  governor,  and  the  means 
of  avoiding  it,  had  not  been  thought  of. 

*Added  since  the  meeting. 
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The  governor  shown  in  Scicnlijic  Amcricdn,  it  is  evident  from  the  spring  repre- 
sented, was  a  feeble  one,  revolving  at  the  ordinary  slow  speed.  A  variation  of 
from  10  per  cent,  to  15  percent,  in  the  speed  of  the  engine  was  undoubtedly  re- 
quired to  cause  the  governor  to  move  through  its  range  of  action.  On  less  than 
this  it  would  not  operate  the  large  throttle  valve  n-ithout  oscillation.  As  then 
commonly  constructed,  governors  required  this  amount  of  variation,  and  often 
more  than  this.    That  amount  of  variation  would  not  be  observed  at  all  on  those 

pa.Mlr-ulirrl  l-imincs. 

rill'  .ulju-iiMciii  :i|)plied  to  the  spring  enabled  the  sensibility  of  the  governor 
t(i  lie  inriia-i(l,  Init  this  could  only  have  been  done  in  a  slight  degree.  Too  much 
sensibility  meant  loss  of  stability  and  oscillation.  When  we  talk  about  sensi- 
bility of  governors  nowadays,  we  mean  something  nobody  at  that  time  dreamed 
of.  The  fact  that  Silber  very  soon  abandoned  that  form  of  governor  shows  that 
he  had  no  idea  of  its  possibilities,  which  high  ispeed  ivas  afterward  to  reveal. 

On  full  reflection,  I  think  my  claim  to  have  first  stated  the  principle  of 
isochronism  in  governors  in  which  a  spring  is  employed  to  resist  centrifugal 
fi)rce,  and  to  have  first  constructed  governors  on  this  principle,  in  which  strong 
iiiunteracting  forces  are  employed,  and  so  a  close  approach  to  isochronism  is 
made  practicable  and  actually  realized,  is  well  founded. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Ch.\s.  T.  Porter. 

Mr.  \V.  R.  ^Yanler. — I  was  in  an  engine  shop  some  few  years 
ago,  and  tliey  made  a  statement  to  me  of  a  fact  wliich  I  at  once 
stated  I  thought  to  be  impossible.  They  showed  me  an  engine 
which  had  been  sold  to  a  saw-mill,  and  it  was  governed  to  run  with 
maximum  load  194  turns  a  minute.  They  made  the  statement  to 
me  that  with  the  entire  load  thrown  off,  it  would  run  192  revolu- 
tions per  minute,  just  the  opposite  of  what  I  supposed  an  engine 
would  do  when  the  power  was  taken  off,  and  to  prove  it  to  nie,  we 
took  a  watch,  a  counter,  and  counted  it  correctly.  The  speed  was 
194  revolutions  with  the  full  load  on.  When  the  entire  load  was 
thrown  off,  as  he  stated,  it  was  192.  ISTow,  I  would  like  to  ask 
Mr.  Ball  if  his  system  of  governing  is  so  correct  that  he  can  over- 
correct  it — so  to  speak — and  make  his  engine  run  slower  witliout 
any  load,  and  if  so,  then  is  it  easy  to  find  the  mean  position,  and 
make  it  esactly  the  same  with  full  load  or  no  load. 

Mr.  Ball. — I  hesitated  a  little  about  presenting  this  paper,  be- 
cause I  felt  it  was  a  little  in  the  nature  of  advertising  one's  goods 
and  wares;  but  inasmuch  as  the  society  has  shown  some  interest  in 
the  matter,  I  am  very  glad  to  answer  the  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken. 

The  Huntoon  governor  has  been  mentioned  as  being  an  isocliro- 
nous  governor.  Those  which  I  have  seen  have  the  chain  which 
holds  the  weight  wound  on  a  scroll.     The  fact  of  its  being  wound 
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on  a  scroll  makes  au  increasing  resistance  as  the  governor  changes 
its  position,  requiring  necessarily  a  change  of  speed  to  move  the 
governor  on  to  another  position,  so  that  the  governor  is  made  to 
produce  just  the  same  effect  as  is  ordinarily  produced  in  centrifugal 
governors. 

In  answering  Prof.  Denton's  question  as  to  why  these  isochro- 
nous governors  are  not  used,  I  would  say  that  it  has  been  my  ob- 
servation that  while  governors  are  sometimes  adjusted  to  be  very 
nearly  isochronous,  the  danger  of  instability  is  so  great  that  it  has 
been  ordinarily  impracticable  to  use  them.  I  have  heard  of 
governors  that  have  been  over-adjusted,  as  Mr.  "Warner  speaks  of, 
so  that  the  engine  would  run  faster  vrhen  it  had  its  load  on;  but 
with  a  governor  of  that  kind  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  the 
weights  to  take  any  intermediate  position.  The  only  way  that  I  can 
imagine  the  centrifugal  weights  of  an  isochronous  governor  (without 
any  dash-pot  and  spring,  such  as  I  have  described,)  to  be  stopped  in 
an  intermediate  position,  would  be  if  the  weights  move  so  slowly 
that  the  speed  of  the  engine  should  change  before  they  reach  an 
extreme  position,  and  therefore  stop,  then,  in  an  intermediate  po- 
sition. Otherwise  if  there  was  an  excess  of  centrifugal  force  in  one 
position,  the  same  excess  must  exist  when  the  weights  reach  their 
extreme  position,  because  the  two  forces  are  exactly  in  harmony. 

I  -want  to  say  one  word  about  the  friction  of  the  governor,  of 
which  Llr.  Kerr  has  spoken.  There  is  no  doubt,  whatever,  that 
friction  is,  generally,  an  enemy  to  all  governors.  The  question  of 
friction,  however,  has  not  very  much  to  do  with  the  use  of  this  dash- 
pot  and  spring.  Of  course  a  governor  without  friction,  would  be 
expected  to  give  finer  and  better  results  than  one  with  friction,  al- 
though there  are  cases  where  the  friction  of  the  governor  is  over- 
come by  the  resistance  of  the  valve.  The  effort  of  the  valve  to 
move  the  governor  from  one  position  to  another,  often  overcomes 
the  friction;  so,  if  there  is  the  slightest  tendency  to  move,  that 
movement  takes  place.  As  a  rule,  however,  friction  is  a  serioUiS 
obstacle  to  close  governing.  But  after  we  have  eliminated  all  the 
friction  possible,  and  obtained  the  finest  possible  adjustment,  then 
the  question  arises.  Is  it  possible  to  have  the  governor  do  any  bet- 
ter? and  in  saying  it  is  good  enough  for  all  practical  purposes,  I 
am  reminded  of  a  civil  engineer  named  Lovejoy,  who  used  to  live 
in  Buffalo.  In  some  of  his  work  he  was  rather  careless,  and  when 
spoken  to  on  the  subject,  always  said  that  it  was  near  enough  for  all 
practical  purposes.     I  remember  seeing  his  picture,  and  underneath 
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tlie  name  was  inscribed,  "  The  engineer  who  surveys  near  enough 
for  all  practical  purposes." 

Engineering  is  a  pretty  exact  science,  and,  as  mechanical  engi- 
neers, I  think  we  ought  to  be  careful  about  saj'ing  anytliing  is 
"  good  enough  for  all  practical  purposes "  unless  it  is  prettj'  near 
riglit,  and  unless  a  better  result  can  only  be  obtained  by  objection- 
able complication  and  expense. 

Mr.  Iverr  criticises  the  dash-pot  and  spring  because  it  does  not 
anticipate  the  movement  of  the  weights.  He  implies,  also,  that 
the  •  device  might  make  the  governor  more  tardy  to  act.  This  is 
not  the  case,  because  the  interposition  of  the  spring  allows  absolute 
freedom  of  the  weights  to  begin  motion  in  either  direction. 

Let  us  suppose  it  possible  to  adjust  the  ordinary  governor  safely 
to  a  2%  variation  of  speed.  Then,  if  the  main  springs  are  adjusted 
so  as  to  make  the  governor  isochronous,  the  dash-pot  spring  should 
offer  just  suiBcient  resistance  to  make  a  2%  variation  of  speed  if 
the  dash-pot  piston  remained  immovable,  and  the  governor  would 
then  act  in  all  respects  like  the  2%  governor  without  dash-pot.  If, 
however,  the  piston  moves  through  the  fluid  just  to  that  extent,  it 
wipes  out  the  2%  variation,  without  any  danger  of  instability. 
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(XVIth  Meeting). 

Xo.  282.-50  and  51. 

Have  you  used  drivpn  wells  successfully;  of  what  sizes  and  depths,  and 
singly,  or  in  groups? 

WTiat  is  the  best  form  of  pump  to  use  with  driven  wells,  where  the  lift  is  ten 
to  twenty  feet  and  air  is  likely  to  get  into  the  suction?  Should  the  pump  be 
single  or  duplex,  and  with  piston  or  plunger? 

Mr.  J.  G.  Briggs. — Tliis  method  of  obtaining  a  supply  seems 
to  be  coming  into  general  notice.  In  my  opinion  its  success 
depends  entirely  upon  the  locality.  Tliis  section  of  country 
(Terre  Haute,  Ind.,)  for  miles  has  a  splendid  bed  of  water-bearing 
gravel  underlying  it  at  a  depth  from  the  surface  of  from  twenty- 
five  to  forty  feet,  about  on  a  level  ^\ath  the  bed  of  the  Wabash 
river.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  point  in  Query  51  in  regard  to 
"  air  getting  into  suction  pipes "  is  not  necessary  to  be  discussed. 
There  is  no  reason  why  air  should  get  into  the  suction  pipe,  if  the 
wells  are  properly  driven  and  connected.  At  our  pumping  station 
we  can  draw  over  2,500  gallons  per  minute  from  10  eight-inch 
wells  24  feet  deep.  The  pumps  stand  idle  for  weeks  at  a  time,  and 
we  have  no  trouble  with  air. 
They  are  for  convenience 
driven  in  what  was  formerly 
the  bed  of  the  river,  twelve 
feet  apart,  and  are  connected 
together  and  to  the  pumps 
by  a  twelve-inch  cast-iron  pipe 
and  a  tee  of  my  own  design 
(Fig.  91).  The  wells  are  put 
down  to  the  required  depth, 
the  tees  screwed  on,  and  are 
connected  by  ordinary  water  pipe,  with  a  sleeve  joint.  The 
cap  on  top  can  be  taken  off  for  examination  and  for  sand  pump- 
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ing,  if  necessary.  I  adopted  this  plan,  as  the  expense  for  large 
sizes  is  much  less,  and  of  course  they  are  more  durable  than 
wrought  pipe.  Although  so  close  to  the  river,  we  only  get  shore 
water,  cool,  clear,  bright,  and — hard,  very  hard.  We  commenced 
using  them  a  year  ago  during  a  heated  term.  Every  one  at  first 
was  delighted.  The  papers  complimented  us  on  our  unusual 
thoughtfulness  and  liberality.  It  was  nice  to  draw  a  glass  of  cool 
water  from  a  faucet,  after,  of  course,  letting  a  bucketful  run.  But 
after  the  first  Sunday  the  steam  usere  began  to  growl.  Then 
private  families.  It  was  hard  to  bathe  in,  and  burned  out  the 
water-back  in  tlie  stove.  The  barbers  could  not  make  a  good 
lather,  and,  finally,  the  barkeepers,  who  had  been  its  warmest 
advocates,  began  to  find  fault.  They  had  to  put  soda  in  to  wash 
their  glasses.  The  citizens  never  appreciated  the  beautv'  of 
straight  Wabash  water  before.  We  only  use  the  wells  now  in  case 
of  an  emergency,  or  when  the  river  is  very  muddy.  A  mile  below, 
the  distillery  obtained  nearly  one  million  gallons  from  3  eight-inch 
•  lis    sunk    on    the    same    level.      The    Ellsworth    paper    mill,    five 

is   from    here,    obtains   half   as   much   more   from    6    eight-inch 

i;s.  The  mill  is  situated  about  300  }-ards  from  Otter  Creek  (a 
-     ill  river),  which  ceased  running  in  July,  for  the  first  time  in 

.11?,  leaving  large,  deep  pools  of  water,  the  favorite  resort  of 
I'laekbass,  which,  to  the  great  disgust  of  the  local  fishermen,  are 
now  no  more.  For  when  the  mill  started  in  September  the  water 
was  entirely  drawn  from  the  pools  by  means  of  the  driven  wells. 
Witliout  any  rain  since,  the  product  of  the  wells  is  constantly 
iTiireasing,  opening  new  channels,  and  drawing  the  water  from  a 

u  distance,  as  is  shown  by  the  wells  going  dry  in  the  vicinity. 

1-   demonstrates   the   danger   of   using  water  from  wells   in   any 

l:c  town  or  city. 

In  regard  to  the  kind  of  pump  best  adapted  to  this  work,  I 
luuot  see  that  the  mode  of  supply  cuts  any  figure,  with  one 
exception.  It  takes  a  long  time,  sometimes  years,  to  get  the  fine 
sand  all  out.  This  sand  cuts  a  piston  pump  very  badly.  For  that 
reason  I  prefer,  on  a  new  well,  to  use  a  plunger  pump.  On  three 
ilifferent  sets  of  wells,  under  my  observation,  there  are  used  a 
Da\-ton-duplex  pump,  a  Clapp  &  Jones  water-packed,  and  a 
Hooker-Colville  inside-packed  plunger,  all  having  the  same  rela- 
tive efficiency  as  if  draughting  from  an  open  well.  All  driven 
wells  should  have  a  large  vacuum  chamber  between  the  wells  and 
the  pump,  and  a  vacuum  gauge  on  top,  by  which  the  speed  should 
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be  regulated.  It  is  as  necessary  as  a  steam  gauge  to  a  boiler, 
unless .  there  is  a  very  large  margin  of  supply.  You  cannot  look 
into  your  wells,  or  sound  them  by  any  other  method.  It  is  very 
severe  on  suction  valves  when  the  lift  is  too  high  by  this  method. 
I  would  not  allow  over  21  inches  under  any  circumstances,  and 
would,  if  practicable,  put  in  more  wells  if  the  gauge  shows  over 
20  inches.  Steam  pump  manufacturers  are  not  partial  to  using 
their  pumps  on  this  mode  of  supply  as  a  general  rule,  for  many  a 
first-class  pump  has  come  to  grief  by  trying  to  draw  more  water 
than  there  was  in  the  wells.  I  read  an  article  lately  showing  a 
disposition  of  wells  in  such  a  manner  that  the  pump  would  draw 
equally  from  each,  which  is  a  good  idea,  for  when  they  are  in  a 
line  the  draught  is  hardest  on  the  first  ones.  For  this  section,  or 
where  there  is  a  good  supply  of  underground  water,  I  prefer  6-inch 
or  8-inch  wells.  To  any  person  contemplating  using  8-inch  wells, 
I  would  be  pleased  to  give  the  use  of  my  tee  patterns  if  desired. 

Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Woodbury. — The  question  of  the  lift  of  pumps 
asked  in  the  second  interrogatory  is  merely  what  would  be  sim- 
ilarly asked  in  the  case  of  any  pump  having  a  lift  of  ten  or  twenty 
feet,  except  that  in  the  case  of  the  driven  wells  the  frictional 
head  is  increased  by  the  small  diameter  of  pipe  generally  used  for 
such  purposes,  and  also  by  the  interstitial  friction  of  the  water 
passing  through  the  earth  to  the  bottom  of  these  wells.  A  short 
time  ago  I  made  simultaneous  experiments  with  three  pumps  of 
different  tj'pes,  all  of  the  same  manufacture,  all  new,  with  the  same 
steam  pressure  and  the  same  distance  above  the  water,  to  determine 
which  of  the  three  forms  was  the  best  for  a  certain  draught.  The 
steam  cylinders  were  fourteen  inches  in  diameter,  the  water  cyl- 
inders seven  inches,  and  the  stroke  twelve  inches.  They  were  all 
made  by  the  Knowles  Steam  Pump  Company,  at  Warren,  Mass. 
The  single  acting  pump  readily  drew  its  supply  of  water  from  the 
source,  which  was  fourteen  feet  below  the  center  of  the  pump. 
The  duplex  piston  pump  drew  its  supply  with  some  difficulty,  and 
the  outside  plunger  pump  would  not  draught  until  it  was  arti- 
ficially primed.  In  other  matters  than  that,  I  have  always  found 
that  a  single  acting  pump  can  draught  water  more  successfully  than 
any  other  type. 

On  the  first  interrogator}',  I  would  say  that  I  have  had  some  ex- 
perience with  driven  and  tubular  wells,  and  have  found  that  the 
draught  in  connection  with  such  wells  is  usually  excessive,  and 
can  best  be  managed  by  a  single  acting  pump.     At  Brooklyn,  the 
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Knowles  pumps   at   the   Clear   Stream    Station,    draw   about   thirty- 
feet  by  the  gauge. 

From  the  Deane  Steam  Pump  Co.,  I  learn  the  following  re- 
specting the  draughts  of  some  of  their  pumps,  which  I  give  as  ex- 
amples of  what  draughts  a  single  acting  pump  may  use : 

Louis\-i]le  A:  Xashville  R.  R.  Co 20  feet 

Canada  Cotton  Mfg.  Co 26    "    300  feet 

PennSaltCo 20    "    2,000   " 

Braj-ton  Engine  Co.  (2  in.  pipe) '. 12    "    1,900    " 

Vanderbilt  University 26    "    765    " 

At  Lynn  there  are  twenty-eight  wells  from  twentj'-five  to  sixtj-- 
five  feet  in  depth,  on  wliich  the  draught  to  the  Knowles  pump  by 
gauge  amounts  to  twenty-seven  feet,  at  times  when  the  draught 
is  only  about  twenty  feet  by  measurement.  As  in  the  case  cited 
in  the  discussion  just  presented,  the  water  has  fallen  in  those  wells 
since  they  were  first  used,  and  the  supply  diminished,  showing 
that  the  natural  water  supply  has  been  taxed.  In  September, 
1880,  the  supply  furnished  by  these  wells  per  day  was  700,000  gal- 
lons. In  the  winter  of  1881  it  had  been  reduced  to  450,000  gal- 
lons, and  in  1883  to  300,000  gallons,  and  dug  wells  had  been  ex- 
hausted at  varying  distances  from  the  tubular  wells  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  sources  of  water  supply.  In  one  instance  a 
well  was  at  a  distance  of  4,000  feet.  Some  of  the  difficulties  from 
the  driven  wells  have  been  the  contamination  by  surface  water; 
another  difficulty  has  been  from  the  grit  getting  into  the  pumps, 
which  is  not  removed  even  by  the  sand  chamber,  and  also  by  the 
sand  packing  around  the  perforations  at  the  bottom  of  the  tubes, 
forming  a  compact  mass  impermeable  to  water,  and  furthermore 
the  quality  of  the  water  is  sometimes  injured  by  a  fungoid  growth. 

Prof.  F.  R.  Hutton. — I  might  state  that  one  of  the  members  of 
the  society  was  in  its  office  a  week  or  so  ago,  and  was  speaking 
about  the  driven-well  practice  in  Cuba.  He  said  that  it  would 
be  a  great  help  in  the  sugar-house  work  done  in  Cuba  if  it  could 
be  made  possible  to  run  driven  wells  through  clay  formations; 
that  wherever  they  can  strike  gravel,  the  difficulty  is  a  very  simple 
one;  but  it  becomes  practically  insurmountable  when  they  come 
into  the  clay  which  underlies  a  great  deal  of  the  sugar  plantation 
areas  of  Cuba,  and  that  he  would  be  very  glad  if  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  society  could  make  such  suggestions  in  the  discussion 
of  this  inquiry-  as  would  lead  to  helping  Mm  out  of  the  difficulty 
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from  the  bending  of  even  the  best  and  heaviest  pipes  in  attempt- 
ing to  drive  tliem  througli  close  clay. 

Mr.  ^YoodburlJ. — There  are  two  classes  of  difficulties  arising  from 
the  use  of  tubular  wells  in  clay,  the  one  being  that  the  water  is 
forced  up  into  the  pump  by  the  atmospheric  pressure  in  a  tubular 
well  in  accordance  with  the  same  physical  laws  as  in  any  other 
well,  and  if  it  strikes  an  underground  source  of  water  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  force  of  the  atmosphere  cannot  be  applied  upon 
it  when  the  pump  is  operated,  the  result  will  not  be  satisfactory. 
That  has  been  obviated  by  sinking  other  wells  in  the  vicinity  to 
obtain  the  pressure  of  the  air  upon  the  source  of  water  supply.  For 
Ijorings  in  clay  a  very  convenient  and  easy  method  is  by  the  water 
drill,  which  consists  of  a  tube  roughly  closed  at  the  end  by  a 
hammering,  so  that  the  water,  as  ejected  from  it,  will  form  a  sheet. 
A  larger  guide  pipe  is  first  driven  a  foot  or  so  in  the  earth  and  this 
other  pipe  pressed  into  it,  and  connected  with  some  source  of 
water  under  pressure  usually  furnished  by  a  pump  through  a 
cross  pipe  at  the  top  connected  by  a  T,  and  the  inner  pipe  is 
slowly  worked  back  and  forth,  the  water  passing  down  through 
that  against  the  clay  or  silt,  or  any  fine  material,  which  is  disin- 
tegrated, comes  out  in  the  annular  space  between  the  two  pipes, 
and  in  this  manner  wells  are  bored  any  reasonable  distance  up  to 
150  feet.  That  is  what  is  sometimes  known  as  the  Eobinson 
process  of  sinking  wells. 

Mr.  Jos.  McBride. — I  would  state  that  about  six  years  ago  I 
had  occasion  to  put  down  a  driven  well,  and  got  an  ample  supply 
of  water  from  it.  I  thiak  it  was  a  two  or  a  two-and-a-half-inch 
tul)e,  and  this  supply  lasted  for  a  long  time.  Afterward  we  ex- 
cavated for  about  one  hundred  feet  around  the  well,  taking  off 
six  or  seven  feet  of  earth  for  the  cellar  of  a  new  building;  we  left 
the  pipe  standing  where  it  was  put  down.  The  cellar  floor  was 
covered  with  six  inches  of  concrete,  and  over  this  an  inch  and  a 
half  of  asphalt.  Afterward  when  we  attempted  to  get  water  from 
the  well  we  failed  to  get  any.  I  could  not  account  for  it,  so  I  re- 
versed the  action  of  the  pump  and  forced  the  water  back  into 
the  earth,  thinking  thus  to  clear  out  the  pipe.  The  result  was,  that 
the  water  was  forced  up  around  the  column  foundations  in  the 
cellar.  We  have  been  unable  to  get  any  supply  of  water  from  it 
since.  I  think  that  this  covering  of  the  cellar  floor  would  go  to 
show  that  a  supply  of  air  had  been  cut  off  from  the  surface  of  the 
water. 
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Mr.    ir.   3/.   Ban: — In    regard   to   sinking  wells    tlirougli    cliiy,   I 
have  had  occasion  quite  recently  to  sink  a  well  in  Philadelphia,  in 
which    we    found    it    impossible    to    drive    a    large    pipe   through    a 
tougli  clay,  but  we  succeeded  in  getting  through  a  bed  some  four- 
teen or   fifteen   feet   thick  by   using  the   ordinary   drill   such  as   is 
-    i    for    drilling   rock,    proceeding   tlu-ough    the    clay   in   precisely 
-:ime  way  that  we  did  through  the  soft  rock  underneath. 
l/r.   Oberlin   Smith. — I  would  like  to  ask  some  of  the  members, 
know    about    drive-wells   whether    they    are    ever    screwed    in 
r  the  manner  of  a  "screw-pile"' — or  like  a  corkscrew    (if  any 
of  the  members  know  what  that  is) — instead  of  being  driven  right 
down.     It  seems  to  me  that  this  might  perhaps  be  done^-even  in 
clay. 

Mr.   Geo.   H.   Babcock. — There  is  a   driven  well  in  the  city  of 
Plainfield,   X.   J.,   worthy  of  note.      Xearly   all   the   water   in   that 
city  is  obtained  by  driven   wells.     The  conditions   are  very  favor- 
able.     The    soil   is    mainly   gravel   and   sand,    and  quite   porous   to 
.-in  face   water.     Below   15   to  20   feet  it  is   saturated   with  water 
11  to  the  bed  rock,  from  60  to  100  feet,  tliis  saturated  portion 
i/g  alternate  layers  of  sand  and  gravel.     This  water  has  a  con- 
stant   flow    to    the    south    or   southeast.      The    well    I    speak    of    is 
driven  right  through   the  bottom  of   a  cesspool,  and  the   water  is 
Dine  and  good!     It  belongs  to  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  was  an 
riment  to  prove  that  surface  water  does  not  affect  the  weUs. 
cesspool,   which   is   built   of   loose   stone   with   gravel  bottom, 
-    i'cen  in  use  seven  years.     Five  years  ago  this  well  was  driven 
:ty-eight    feet    deep    through    the    bottom,    the    cess-pool    being 
ped  out  for  that  purpose.     The  water  has  been  used  in  the 
■len   part   of   the   time,   but   mostly   for   watering   the    grounds. 
>    .  lal  times,  and  as  late  as  last  summer,  it  has  been  analyzed 
and   absolutely  no   contamination  is  found  from  the  proximity  of 
the  cess-pool,  and  no  filtration  down  beside  the  pipe. 


Xo.  282.-52. 

f         Are  roller  bushings  expedient  in  journals  ,it  low  velocities  and  under  high 
I     pressures? 

Mr.    ir.    R.    Warner. — I  thought  it  might  be  of  interest  to  you 

1     to  learn  of  a   problem  that  the   firm   with  which   I   am  connected 

have  tried  to  solve  in  the  past  year.     It  was  in  connection   with 
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the  work  on  the  Lick  telescope.  The  tube  weigliecl  four  and  a 
half  tons.  It  was  fifty-six  feet  long.  As  you  know,  in  such  con- 
structions, the  tube  must  be  supported  from  one  side,  that  is,  it 
cannot  be  held  on  trunnions,  but  it  must  be  supported  near  the 
center  and  from  one  side.  It  is  necessary  for  this  tube  to  work 
very  easily.  In  fact,  the  friction,  as  far  as  possible,  must  be  re- 
moved, as  the  tube  must  move  very  smoothly  in  following  the 
star  at  which  the  observer  is  looking.  It  seemed  almost  impos- 
sible to  make  it  move  easily  enough  in  the  ordinary  way  by 
using  friction  rolls.  So  instead  of  that  we  used  the  method  of 
surrounding  the  axis  close  to  the  tube  with  a  series  of  rolls  two 
and  a  half  inches  in  diameter  and  three  inches  long,  with  a  result 
which  seemed  very  satisfactory.  This  tube,  weighing  four  and  a 
half  tons,  when  balanced  on  these  rolls,  would  turn  by  a  press- 
ure of  four  pounds  at  the  end — one  finger  would  move  it  very 
easily;  so  that  the  pi-oblem  was  as  completely  solved  as  could  be 
asked. 

Another  effort  to  solve  a  similar  jirobleni  in  a  different  posi- 
tion where  the  rollers  hardly  would  do — for  it  was  the  end-thrust 
on  a  heavy  weight — was  accomplished  by  using  hardened  steel 
baUs  running  in  circular  concave  tracks  which  is  the  same 
principle  used  in  bicycle  wheels.  In  this  problem,  simply  to 
test  its  working,  we  placed  a  weight  of  two  and  a  half  tons  on 
forty  one-inch  balls  in  the  two  circular  tracks,  and  this  two  and 
a  half  tons  was  turned  by  a  pressure  of  one  pound  at  a  radius  of 
three  feet.  That  hardly  could  be  criticised,  and  we  find  that 
about  a  satisfactory  proportion,  and  we  could  depend  on  it  every 
time.  Almost  all  of  the  friction  in  these  cases  was  reduced  to- 
rolling  friction  instead  of  sliding  friction. 

I  give  the  society  the  benefit  of  these  two  experiments,  as  they 
seem  to  be  a  little  out  of  the  common  line  of  experience.  The 
41/^  tons  was  moved  by  4  pounds,  the  2 14  tons  by  1  pound. 

Mr.  0.  C.  Woolson. — I  would  like  to  ask  if  these  balls  were  in  a 
certain  annular  space,  or  whether  they  were  separated  and  kept 
separate,  and  what  the  diameter  was? 

Mr.  Warner. — The  diameter  of  these  balls  was  one  inch.  They 
followed  the  ring  in  wliich  they  were  running,  the  diameter  being 
an  inch.  The  groove  in  which  they  ran  was  I/2  pl^s  ^/az  inch 
radius,  so  that  it  was  practically  a  plane  surface,  bearing  only  on 
the  top  and  lower  edge,  and  the  balls  worked  together  so  that  the 
whole  ring,  when  they  were  pressed  together,  left  only  ^/sj  of  ani 
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iiuh  betwoeii  the  last  two  balls.  In  the  case  of  the  rolls,  they 
were  not  together,  liiit  luul  their  axis  nm  on  little  steel  balls  Vio  of 
an  inch  in  diameter,  so  the  8I/2  inch  rolls  were  held  in  a  live  ring 
so  that  their  surfaces  did  not  touch  each  other.  There  was  no 
lulnicant ;  everything  ran  dry.  The  best  result  was  with  the 
balls.  I  would  state,  however,  in  reference  to  the  amount  of 
weight  allowed,  that  greater  weight  could  be  put  on  the  rolls. 
We  found  it  safe  to  put  on  the  balls  something  less  than  a  thou^ 
.sand  pounds  to  each  ball,  while  on  the  roll  having  its  bearing  sur- 
face its  full  length — 3  inches,  of  course — we  could  put  a  much 
larger  weight. 


^0.  282.-53. 
WTiat  is  the  best  material  for  lining  brake-straps  on  elevators,  cranes,  etc.? 

Mr.  E.  D.  Leaviff,  Jr. — We  find  basswood  or  poplar  very 
good.  We  have  tried  at  the  Calumet  and  Hecla  mines  various 
materials,  and  invariably  the  harder  woods  have  failed  to  give 
good  satisfaction.  I  should  suppose  that  the  same  law  would 
obtain  in  regard  to  this  question.  In  fact  we  have  run  small 
brake-straps,  and  the  softer  woods,  as  I  said,  have  given  the  best 
results. 

Mr.  A.  n.  Eaynal. — I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Leavitt  if  he  has 
ever  tried  fibrous  vulcanite? 

Mr.  Leaviti. — ^Yes,  sir,  we  have.  At  the  time  we  were  having 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  the  wood  on  our  brake-straps  some 
vulcanized  fiber  was  sent  us  for  trial,  and  it  proved  to  be  worse 
than  anything  we  ever  tried.  It  was  a  good  deal  like  the  case  of 
a  friend  of  mine  who  wanted  to  send  us  a  stamp  shoe.  We 
usually  wear  out  a  stamp  shoe  weighing  800  pounds  in  about 
six  days.  This  gentleman  thought  he  could  send  us  one  that 
would  last  six  months.  We  told  him  he  might  do  it  at  his 
own  expense.  He  did  so,  and  his  stamp  shoe  lasted  thirty 
hours. 

.V;-.  E.  F.  C.  Davis.— I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Leavitt  whether 
he  finds  it  better  to  line  his  brake-straps  at  all;  that  is,  whether 
it  is  better  to  have  the  wood  material  on  the  drum,  or  have  the 
strap  lined  with  wood,  running  over  a  turned  surface  of  cast-iron 
on  the  drum? 
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Mi:  Leavitt. — We  do  not  put  the  wood  on  the  brake  straps,  but 
on  the  drum  itself,  on  account  of  the  greater  convenience  in 
changing.  The  straps  are  8  inches  wide.  Our  wood  lining  is  4 
inches  thick,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month  we  have  worn  it  down 
sufficienlly  to  necessitate  its  removal.  Another  thing  which  in- 
creases the  wear,  probably,  is  that  we  have  to  use  water.  Con- 
stantly running  down  from  3,000  to  4,000  feet,  the  brake-straps 
would  get  so  hot  as  to  set  the  wood  afire  if  water  were  not  used. 
No  doubt  that  adds  very  largely  to  the  wear.  We  do  not  use  the 
wood  on  end.  It  is  more  convenient  for  us  to  saw  out  the  soft 
wood  to  correct  shape  with  the  grain,  and  I  do  not  know  that  we 
have  ever  tried  using  the  wood  on  end  to  any  large  extent.  We 
have  made  up  our  minds,  after  long  experience,  that  we  must 
change  at  certain  snmll  intervals,  and  consequently  use  the  plan 
which  is  easiest. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cooper.- — I  have  used  white  ash  and  maple  with  good 
results,  such  that  I  had  no  reason  to  exiseriment  for  better  ma- 
terial; end  grain  was  put  to  the  rubbing  surface  wherever  practi- 
cable. I  have  not  tried  softer  woods  for  comparison,  but  followed 
the  practice  of  the  old  millwrights,  who  according  to  my  knowing 
always  use  the  harder  and  denser  woods  where  pressure  and  wear 
are  to  be  resisted.  For  example:  best  hickory  for  inserted  cogs, 
maple,  apple,  birch  and  beech  for  slides  and  slip-ways,  and  lig- 
num-vita3  for  heaviest  friction  pressure. 

From  the  article  on  "  Frictional  Gearing,"  by  E.  S.  Wicklin,  in 
"  Use  of  Belting,"  I  take  tlie  following :  "  For  driving  liglit 
machinery  running  at  high  speed,  basswood  has  been  found  to 
possess  good  qualities,  having  considerable  durability  and  being 
unsurpassed  in  the  smoothness  and  softness  of  its  movement. 

Cottonwood  has  been  tried,  but  is  more  affected  by  atmos- 
pheric changes.  And  even  white  pine  makes  a  driving  surface 
which  is,  considering  the  softness  of  the  wood,  of  astonishing 
efficiency  and  durability.  But  for  all  heavy  work,  where  from 
20  to  60  H.P.  is  transmitted  by  a  single  contact,  soft  maple  has, 
at  present,  no  rival. 

Driving  pulleys  of  this  wood,  if  correctly  proportioned  and  well 
built,  will  run  for  years  with  no  perceptible  wear." 

We  must  distinguish,  however,  between  the  cases  where  the  sur- 
faces engage  and  wliere  the  slipping  is  complete. 
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No.  282.-54. 

What  is  the  best  way  to  secure  tight  fit  of  set-screws  tapped  into  heavy  parts 
of^a  machine? 

2Ir.  J.  II.  Cooper. — If  this  means  the  fit  of  the  set-screw  in  the 
tapped  liole,  and  if  it  don't  fit  tight  enougli,  the  remedy  is,  make 
a  better  fit.  But  if  it  means  that  the  screw 
becomes  loose  by  reason  of  the  strains  and 
workings  upon  it,  then  hold  it  fast  by  a  jam- 
nut,  as  is  done  with  other  bolts.  But  set-screws 
frequently  become  inoperative  from  causes 
foreign  to  themselves;  a  loose  fit  of  a  collar  or' 
pulley  hub  may  defeat  the  holding  of  a  set-screw. 
To  remedy  this  cut  the  metal  away  in  the  bore 
opposite   the   screw   for   about   60°    as   shown   in  Fig.  92 

Fig.  92.  This  will  give  the  hub  two  lines  of  bearing  instead  of 
one  and  prevent  the  twisting  action  which  contributes  much 
toward  the  loosening  of  the  set-screw. 

Mr.  11.  R.  Towne. — I  apprehend  that  the  question  would  cover 
this  point — that  the  variations  in  machine  screws,  as  we  get  them 
from  the  makers,  are  considerable;  the  variations  in  holes  tapped 
are  also  considerable,  depending  on  the  wear  of  the  tap,  and  it  is 
the  sum  of  these  errors  which  makes  loose  fits  in  set -screws.  It 
is  often  a  question  how  best  to  obtain  a  very  snug,  tight-fitting 
-riew  on  machinery  running  at  high  speed,  which  shall  not  work 
Inuse.  In  my  own  experience  I  have  had  occasion  to  deal  with 
lliis  question,  and  I  find  there  is  no  way — at  least  I  have  not  found 
any  practical  way — better  than  this  (I  wish  I  might) — to  have  the 
screws  made  a  Uttle  above  gauge  and  put  them  through  a  sizing 
die  after  purchasing  them;  and  even  then,  on  work  where  it  is 
important  to  liave  the  screws  absolutely  tight,  to  use  only  quite 
new  taps  and  screws  which  had  been  gauged  to  size  in  this  way. 
The  working  loose  of  a  set-screw,  on  a  piece  of  machinery 
running  at  high  speed,  is  a  very  serious  matter,  and  it  is  one  of 
those  little  matters  of  shop  practice  which  sometimes  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  a  machine  is  satisfactory  in  use.  I  wish 
some  member  present  who  has  had  larger  experience  in  this  mat- 
ter would  suggest  some  good  way  of  securing  uniformity  in  such 
screws. 

Mr.     L.    F.    Li/ne. — I    have    been    troubled    a    great    deal    with 
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dynamo  machines  in  having  the  set-screws  work  loose,  and  the- 
way  I  managed  to  keep  them  tight  is  to  get  my  set-screws  first. 
I  run  the  taper  taps  in  so  as  to  make  a  tight  fit  on  at  least  three- 
or  four  threads.  Since  doing  that  I  have  not  been  troubled  by 
their  getting  loose. 

J/;-.  Hugo  Bilgram. — There  are  cases  in  which  the  method  just 
suggested  may  be  objectionable.  I  have  had  some  experience 
lately  in  tapping  a  large  number  of  holes  in  cast  iron,  into  wliich 
brass  screws  had  to  be  fitted  vei7  closely.  They  had  to  fit  gas- 
tight,  and  j'et  tuyi  freely.  I  found  it  impossible  to  keep  the  taps 
to  size.  The  only  way  to  meet  the  emergency  was  to  fit  each: 
screw  separately.  Of  course  this  can  be  done  systematically  by 
keeping  the  pieces  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  tapped,  to  be- 
assured  that  none  of  those  succeeding  were  ever  larger  than  the 
preceding  ones  of  the  series.  The  screws  having  been  made  of 
slightly  varying  sizes,  they  could  then  readily  be  selected  to  suit 
the  tapped  holes. 

Mr.  L.  G.  Eiigel. — I  think  the  place  in  which  the  most  trouble 
occurs  with  set-screws  is  usually  in  pulleys.  Xearly  all  the  makers 
of  pulleys  persist  in  putting  only  two  set-screws  in  the  hub,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  should  be  changed,  at  least  for  large  pulleys. 
The  standard  thing  is,  I  believe,  to  put  two  set-screws  in.  I 
invariably  have  four  put  in,  two  on  the  feather  and  two  one-quar- 
ter way  round  the  shaft,  except  when  the  latter  becomes  impossi- 
ble by  reason  of  the  pulley  being  split.  Then  again  there  are- 
some  instances  in  which  a  pulley  will  crawl  along  a  shaft,  and  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  keep  it  in  place.  In  that  case  I  turn  the- 
set-screw  o£E  at  the  end  and  then  bore  the  shaft  and  drive  the  set- 
screw  into  the  shaft.  I  must  confess,  however,  that  I  can  recall 
very  few  driven  into  the  shaft,  apparently  good  fits,  in  large  whole- 
pulleys,  which  have  not  at  some  time  worked  loose. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Doane. — I  would  say  that  in  machinery  of  high 
velocity  we  have  had  some  experience  of  this  matter  of  set-screws. 
The  best  thing  that  we  have  found,  assuming  that  the  screw  is' 
a  perfect  screw  in  a  proper  hole,  is  to  get  the  bottom  of  the  set- 
screw  so  that  it  bites  pretty  sharp,  and  then  we  get  pretty  good 
results.  There  are  many  places  where  it  is  desirable,  as  one  of 
the  gentlemen  has  said,  to  sink  the  point  of  the  set-screw  into  the- 
shaft  a  little  bit.  I  cannot  tell  you  why  it  is,  but  it  seems  to  re- 
tain the  set-screw  in  position.  It  does  not  seem  to  work  back. 
But  when   we   drive   at   5,000   or   6,000   revolutions   a   minute,   the- 
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onlj-  way  by  wliich  we  can  hold  the  pulleys  on  tlie  shaft  is  by  cup- 
ping the  lower  end  of  the  set-screw  or  by  placing  a  small  key 
nut — the  set-screw  just  hollowed  out  to  fit  the  shape,  and  the  set- 
M  lew  to  go  down  on  that.    That  makes  a  very  tight  fit. 

Mr.  IF.  F.  Mattes. — Sometimes  we  get  caught  in  an  emergency 
away  fjom  home,  and  have  to  do  things  that  are  not  exactly 
mechanical.  I  have  been  annoyed  at  times  by  the  brass  stems  of 
pump  valves  working  loose.  The  stems  were  of  small  diameter — 
probably  an  inch  and  a  quarter — and  were  screwed  about  two 
diameters  into  brass  seats.  Of  course  the  fitting  was  imperfect, 
for  after  they  came  out  I  could  screw  them  back  easily  with  my 
finger.  In  such  cases  I  found  a  remedy  by  simply  blunting  the 
edges  of  the  thread  gently  with  a  hammer.  A  very  slight  treat- 
ment that  way  cures  the  evil  every  time. 

Mr.  Engel. — I  would  like  to  say  that  another  plan  with  large 
valves  is  to  put  a  lock  nut  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Mattes. — Perhaps  you  cannot  get  at  the  under  side  of  the 
plate. 

Mr.  Engel. — Possibly.  Referring  to  cupped  screws,  they  are 
necessarily  of  hardened  steel,  wlrich  some  object  to  (although  I  use 
them  myself)  because  it  is  difficult  to  drill  them  out  if  they  break. 
The  cup  screw  is  not,  I  think,  advisable  in  a  place  where  you  wish 
to  sink  the  screw  into  the  shaft.  It  is  better  then  to  turn  an  iron 
or  macliinery-steel  screw  where  it  enters  the  shaft  slightly  conical 
— at  least  conical  at  the  end,  so  that  it  will  nearly  fit  the  hole  made 
by  an  ordinary  drill  of  the  standard  size. 

Mr.  Geo.  E.  Whitehead. — I  find  that  the  principal  wear  on  the 
taps  is  on  the  top  of  the  thread,  and  most  of  the  fits  that  are  made 
have  a  bearing  only  at  the  top  of  the  thread.  If  you  make  the 
screws  so  as  not  to  bear  at  the  top,  but  have  the  friction  come  on 
the  angle  of  the  thread,  and  make  them  two  or  three  thousandths 
over  size,  I  do  not  flunk  they  will  come  out  very  easily. 

Mr.  0.  C.  Woolson. — I  want  to  say  this  regarding  set-screws,  that 
it  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  find  steel  set-screws  which  have  a 
little  nick  in  the  point,  and  being  hardened  they  act  as  a  very  nice 
tap,  and  no  matter  how  nice  your  hole  is  made  originally,  you 
screw  in  this  set-screw  with  a  good  wrench,  getting  a  stiff  pressure 
on  it  from  a  good  strong  mechanic,  and  he  will  re-tap  that  hole 
veiT  perfectly;  but  at  the  same  time  he  has  made  it  so  large  that 
the  set-screw  will  never  stay  there,  or  any  other  standard  set- 
screw.     The   fact   of   having  that  nick   there    did   the   whole   busi- 
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nesB,  and  you  get  "  left,"'  as  the  saying  is.  Every  set-screw  should 
be  cupped,  but  many  screws  necessary  to  be  used  as  such  are  not 
cupped,  but  it  is  not  a  difficult  job  to  chip  a  countersink  in  the 
point  even  if  a  drill  or  drill-press  is  not  at  hand.  Should  the  screw 
be  hardened,  of  course  it  is  necessary  to  draw  it  a  little  on  the 
point  only. 

Mr.  Lyne. — The  gentlemen  have  touched  upon  the  cup-pointed 
steel  set-screw,  and  so  far  it  seems  to  be  condemned.  We  have 
used  a  great  many  haH-inch  steel  set-screws  to  hold  pulleys  and 
armatures.  I  have  found  that  by  setting  dowTi  a  cup  set-screw 
the  vibration  of  the  pulley  or  the  armature  upon  the  shaft 
will  gradually  form  a  round  or  spherical  shape  inside  the  cup 
point  of  the  set-screw,  making  it  loose  and  splitting  it.  Conse- 
quently such  a  screw  is  worthless.  Now  to  overcome  this  diffi- 
culty I  have  taken  the  half-inch  set-screws  and  ground  off  the 
knife-edge  so  as  to  leave  a  thirty-second  of  an  inch  flat  surface; 
then  set  that  down  on  a  corresponding  flat  surface  on  the  shaft, 
and  it  does  not  come  loose.  I  am  sub- 
stituting as  fast  as  I  can  Sg  set-screws 
for  I/O  iuch,  preparing  them  as  described 
by  grinding  off  the  sharp  knife-edge.  I 
have  not  had  any  of  those  work  loose.  To 
guard  further  against  any  such  contin- 
gency, I  put  jam-nuts  on  the  set-screws. 
Mr.  Arthur  FaUcenan. — In  a  case 
in  wliich  I  had  considerable  trouble  in 
keeping  a  large  set-screw  tight,  I  used 
the  following  device  (Fig.  93.)  I  took  a 
^^-i'^v-  \     steel  set-screw  a,  drilled  a  little  ways 

into  it  as  shown  at  b,  and  made  four 
slits  c  with  the  hacksaw.  A  double 
conical  piece  of  steel  d  was  dropped 
into  the  tapped  hole,  and  the  set-screw 
run  down  on  that,  so  that  the  pressure 
spread  the  end  of  the  set-screw,  and 
^'g-  S3  thus  tightened  it  in  the  hole.     I  found 

that  this  answered  very  well. 
Mr.   James   McBride. — Since   the    discussion    has   turned   on    the 
holding  of  pulleys  with  set-screws,  I  will  say  that  I  have  had  con- 
siderable   difficulty   with    set-screws,    in    holding   pulleys.      We    had 
some  hundreds  of  pulleys  in  our  establisliment  when  I  took  charge 


TOPICAL    DISCCSSIOXS    AXD    IXTEKCHAXGE    OF    DATA.  337 

.'f  it  some  years  ago,  which  were  invariably  fastened  with  set- 
-.  lews.  Some  of  the  screws  had  cut  a  groove  two-thirds  of  the  way 
around  the  sliaft;  I  simply  abandoned  the  use  of  set-screws  en- 
tirely, and  had  all  my  pulleys  keyed.  The  pulleys  are  all  sizes, 
from  six  inches  to  ten  feet  in  diameter.  It  costs  a  little  more  at 
•rst  to  do  it  in  this  way,  but  it  pays  in  years,  and  you  never  have 
:■<  do  it  but  once. 


Xo.  282. — 55. 

"What  kind  of  pig  iron  gives  the  best  results  in  hght  castings  where  easy 
tool-treatment  is  the  essential  rather  than  strength?" 

Mr.  H.  R.  Towne. — I  am  responsible  for  this  question,  and  per- 
haps it  will  contribute  to  bring  out  some  discussion  on  it  if  I  state 
it  a  little  more  fully.  In  some  kinds  of  the  smaller  machine  prod- 
ucts there  is  so  much  machining  to  be  done  that  a  very  soft 
metal  is  important.  I  made  some  tests  of  different  specimens  of 
cast  iron  with  reference  to  this  a  little  while  ago,  and  my  lowest 
figure  for  the  number  of  seconds  required  to  drill  a  given  depth 
with  a  given  driU  was  47,  the  piece  of  metal  experimented  with 
being  a  soft  gray  iron  very  carefully  annealed.  I  got  at  approxi- 
Viiate  results   with  other   annealed   castings,   rising  from   50   to    75 

-  •  onds  under  different  conditions.  In  the  endeavor  to  aecom- 
■lish  approximately  equal  results  with  unannealed  castings  I 
iiled  to  get  ami:hing,  as  I  now  remember,  below  150,  and  very 
•mrnonly  got  200,  and  in  some   cases   300.     Ordinary  machinery 

J  ion  would  have  probably  run  nearer  500.  These  figures  indicate 
tliat  there  is  a  very  wide  range  indeed  in  the  possibilities  of  soft- 
ness of  gray  iron  castings.  At  present,  we  are  dependent  for  the 
liest  conditions  on  the  use  of  the  annealing  furnace. 

If  any  others  have  made  experiments  in  tliis  direction  it  would 
be  interesting  to  know  what  mixtures  of  iron  or  methods  of  treat- 
ment are  found  to  produce  tliis  quality  of  extreme  softness  with- 
out resort  to  the  annealing  furnace  to  secure  it. 

I  may  mention  in  this  connection  that  during  a  visit  to  Eng- 
ind  last  summer  I  was  at  the  Carron  Iron  Works — one  of  the 
I'lest  in  Scotland,  where  they  make  a  specialty  of  producing  very 

-  It  metal  and  making  very  fine  castings.  They  had  some  very 
"  autiful    exliibits    there    of    art-work    cast    from    their    metal,    and 

among  other  things   surprised  many  of  the   visitors  by   showing   a 
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piece  of  thin  cast  iron,  perliaps  ^/i^  of  an  inch  thick,  with  holes 
punched  in  it  by  an  ordinary  punching  press,  the  holes  being  in 
some  cases  not  more  than  %  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  showing  a 
perfectly  sharp  edge  on  the  upper  side,  the  same  as  we  get  from  a 
piece  of  steel. 

Mr.  0.  C.  Woolson. — That  last  remark  of  Mr.  Towne's  is  a  very 
interesting  one.  So  far  as  doing  away  with  the  annealing  furnace 
is  concerned,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  impossible  to  do 
it  under  the  present  conditions  of  molding,  and  the  different 
mechanics  that  we  are  obliged  to  have.  But  where  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  work  being  turned  out  of  a  light  character  having 
thin  flanges,  etc.,  it  is  impossible,  no  matter  what  the  mixture 
may  be  in  the  furnace,  to  do  away  with  case-hardened  spots,  and 
chiUs,  and  as  to  working  those  without  annealing,  it  seems  to  me 
it  is  impossible  to  do  it.  StiU,  having  in  mind  Mr.  Towne's  last 
remark,  it  would  lead  me  to  think  that  there  is  some  room  for 
science  there  yet,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  done. 

Mr.  E.  F.  C.  Davis. — I  am  under  the  impression  that  consider- 
able could  be  effected  in  the  way  of  making  iron  soft  by  treating 
it  in  the  cupola.  I  have  gone  so  far  as  to  think  that  there  must  be 
a  profitable  field  for  research  in  that  direction,  and  I  would  be 
very  glad  if  some  one  could  give  us  the  benefit  of  experience  in 
"that  line.  I  think  the  character  of  tire  blast  has  quite  an  effect  in 
making  the  iron  softer,  or  harder. 

The  President. — I  had  hoped  to  have  some  information  for  the 
society  upon  this  question  and  the  one  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
molding  machines,  which  has  been  deferred.  Some  members  of 
our  societ}'  are  connected  with  the  Singer  ^Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, which  has  extensive  experience  in  making  light  castings  and 
working  them  with  milling  machinery,  and  also  with  molding 
machines  in  the  foundry,  but  they  did  not  respond  to  my  request 
for  discussion  on  the  subject.  I  have  been  told  that  they  are 
obliged  to  use  one  particular  brand  of  iron  for  light  castings. 
They  say  that  they  have  quite  a  number  of  times  tried  other 
brands  with  the  hope  of  reducing  the  cost,  but  in  every  case  the 
increased  cost  of  tools  for  working  has  very  largely  exceeded  the 
decrease  of  the  cost  in  the  material.  Consequently  they  have 
gone  back  to  the  original  brand.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  tell  you 
what  that  brand  is.  I  do  not  know  that'  it  would  do  you  any 
good,  for  I  understand  they  take  the  entire  output  of  the  furnace. 

Mr.  L.  F.  Lyne. — I  have  seen  specimens  of  the  Salisbury  iron 
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of  t'onuecticut,  so  tougli  after  castings  were  made  that  it 
could  be  forged.  The  blast,  the  fuel,  and  all  those  things  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  it:  but  my  opinion  is  that  you  have  got  to 
put  the  right  mixture  of  metal  into  the  cupola  in  order  to  get  it 
out,  and  T  do  not  believe  that  you  can  get  a  good,  nice,  smooth 
casting  without  pure  material;  you  have  got  to  make  a  proper 
mixture.  I  am  sorry  that  I  do  not  see  a  gentleman  present  who 
is  posted  on  that  subject.  I  expected  to  meet  him  here,  but  hq 
is  absent.  He  could  give  us  valuable  information  in  regard  to 
making  soft  castings  sound  and  very  strong. 

Mr.  ir.  F.  Mattes. — With  reference  to  the  tendency  of  castings 
to  chill  in  the  mold,  we  might  perhaps  take  note  of  the  experience 
of  car-wheel  men.  I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  making 
charcoal  iron  for  car-wheel  purposes,  and  we  found  that  iron  to 
cliill  well  required  to  be  low  in  silicon,  and  if  it  were  a  little  high 
in  manganese  so  much  the  better.  We  know  that  ores  liigh  in 
manganese  are  with  great  difficulty  reduced  to  a  very  rich  gray 
iron,  although  recently  I  have  known  an  experimental  case  where 
irons  had  been  produced  containing  2%  of  manganese,  which 
were  richly  graplutic.  This  is  higher  than  anytliing  I  have  known 
to  be  obtained  before.  But  we  also  know  that  irons  very  low  in 
silicon  will  chill  in  car-wheel  cliill-molds.  They  also  show  a 
tendency  toward  chilling  in  green  sand.  Therefore,  if  I  were  to 
select  a  foundry  mixture  for  this  purpose,  I  would  have  it  low  in 
silicon  and  high  in  manganese. 


Xo.  282.-56. 

What  is  the  effect  of  adding  small  per  cents  of  wrought-iron  or  steel  scrap  in 
the  foundry  cupola  or  ladle? 

Mr.  Chas.  II.  Morgan. — I  have  nothing  to  say  about  small  per 
cents;  but  I  have  had  a  little  experience  with  a  percentage  of 
steel  scrap  as  high  as  from  ■  37  to  33  per  cent.,  having  made 
some  castings  for  gears .  of  about  3  inches  pitch,  from  2  to  7 
feet  in  diameter,  and  the  mixture  which  was  used  was  551/2  per 
cent,  of  Xo.  2  Franklin  pig  iron.  This  Franklin  iron  is  made  by 
a  blast  furnace  near  Utica;  some  17  per  cent,  of  Salisbury 
pig  iron — Xo.  2 — and  271/^  per  cent,  of  Bessemer  steel  scrap. 
We  had  test  pieces  made'  which  were   li/o   inches  in  diameter  and 
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alioiit  10  inches  long,  and  they  were  turned  down  to  a  size  wliich 
would  give  us  a  square  inch  of  area,  and  the  test  pieces  were 
broken  in  an  Emery  testing  machine.  Of  the  two  samples  we 
tested,  one  gave  32,180  pounds  and  the  other  32,150  pounds  break- 
ing weight.  The  castings  turned  well,  the  teeth  of  the  gears  were 
cut  with  no  difficulty,  and  have  worn  most  excellently  for  about 
one  year.  Last  spring,  in  visiting  the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Com- 
pany's works  at  Steelton,  I  agked  the  superintendent,  Mr.  F.  W. 
"Wood,  if  he  had  had  any  experience  in  using  steel  scrap,  and  he 
called  my  attention  to  castings  an  inch  and  a  half  thick  in  which 
I  tliink  he  said  there  were  about  33  per  cent.  When  I  saw  the 
question  which  was  to  come  up  for  discussion  this  evening,  I  wrote 
to  liim;  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  E.  C.  Felton,  gave  me  these  facts, 
sajang  that  they  were  making  their  rolls,  using  as  high  as  fifty 
per  cent.  Bessemer  crop-ends  with  fifty  per  cent,  of  their  regular 
Bessemer  pig,  and  having  excellent  results.  He  brought  down 
some  test  pieces,  of  which  I  have  a  sample  here,  if  any  one  would 
like  to  look  at  the  fracture;  and  these  test  pieces  gave  very  nearly 
30,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  Some  one  might  be  inter- 
ested in  the  analysis.  Mr.  Felton  gave  me  this  for  the  analysis: 
Graphitic  carbon,  3.69  per  cent.;  combined  carbon,  0.4;  silicon, 
1.13;  manganese,  .44;  phosphorus,  .07;  sulphur,  .03  to  .05.  I 
give  3'ou  these  facts  hoping  that  it  may  bring  out  some  one  else's 
experience  in  using  a  pretty  large  amount  of  steel  scrap  in  the 
cupola.  Perhaps  some  one  might  be  interested  to  know  how  this 
steel  scrap  was  melted  down,  for  I  have  known  some  people  who 
have  made  a  failure  of  it.  The  foundryman  who  made  these  cast- 
ings for  me  got  his  cupola  hot  before  introducing  the  steel  scrap. 
Then  he  put  in  his  charge  of  steel  scrap,  and  then  his  percentage 
of  pig  iron  on  top  of  the  steel  scrap,  with  a  little  more  coal  on  top, 
and  so  went  on.  He  considered  it  very  important  that  his  furnace 
should  be  quite  hot  before  introducing  the  steel  scrap. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Towne. — I  have  also  been  using  a  cast  iron  with 
Bessemer  scrap  in  it,  and  as  so  many  remarks  have  been  offered 
which  are  of  interest  in  this  connection,  I  will  add  this  to  them.  I 
have  experimented  with  various  percentages  of  scrap  from  10  up 
to  50,  and  have  found  that  the  best  results  usually  lie  somewhere 
between  10  and  25  per  cent.  When  using  a  larger  percentage  of 
the  Bessemer  scrap,  I  failed  to  get  any  increase,  in  the  tensile 
strength  at  least.  I  have  here  the  results  of  tests  in  two  of  these 
caaes,   in   one   of   which   there   was    14   per   cent,    of   the 
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metal,  the  tensile  strength  being  33,000  pounds  per  square  inch, 
and  another  in  which  there  was  20  per  cent.,  the  strength  being 
38,000  pounds. 

Mr.  ir.  F.  MaUi'y.—l  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Morgan  how  tliis 
mixed  metal  compares  in  pouring  in  the  mold  with  ordinary 
actings. 

Mr.  Morgan. — I  cannot  say  as  to  the  fluidity  of  the  metal,  as 
1  was  not  present  at  the  pouring  of  the  castings;  but  I  found 
the  castings  very  sound  and  free  from  blow-holes. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Leavitt,  Jr. — I  should  like  to  ask  if  the  fracture  of 
the  casting  shows  a  homogeneous  structure;  in  other  words 
whether  the  steel  was  sandwiched  like  a  Washington  pie  or 
whether  it  was  entirely  invisible  as  steel. 

Mr.  Morgan. — I  would  say  in  ans^\er,  that  the  fracture  was 
uniform. 

Mr.  A.  II.  liaynal. — At  the  De  Lamater  Iron  Works,  the  addi- 
tion of  wrought-iron  scrap  to  cast  iron  has  been  practiced  for 
many  years,  when  extra  strong  castings  were  required.  The 
wTought  iron  is  placed  in  the  ladles  in  pieces  not  too  small,  and 
the  iron  from  the  cupola  poured  over  it  without  stirring.  From 
5  to  20  per  cent,  has  been  used  in  that  manner,  and  I  have  tested 
bars  which  showed  an  increase  in  strength  by  this  method  of 
nearly  2.5  per  cent. 

Mr.  Wm.  Kent. — I  would  like  to  ask  if  any  advantage  has  been 
found  in  the  use  of  rusty  scrap  or  scale  of  iron  in  that  connection. 
I  think  from  theoretical  reasons  some  advantage  would  be  found 
from  rusty  scrap  in  small  pieces,  the  oxygen  of  the  rust  or  scale 
tending  to  burn  out  some  of  the  objectionable  silicon  in  the  pig. 

Mr.  Towne. — I  cannot  answer  the  last  question  except  to  say 
that  all  the  scrap  that  is  usually  cast  into  the  cupola  is  more  or 
less  rusty.  Tlie  metal,  as  we  have  used  it,  has  been  rather  slug- 
gish— not  as  fluid  as  softer  irons.  We  have  found  some  tendency 
111  develop  blow-holes  in  the  castings.  It  requires  pretty  careful 
pouring,  at  just  the  right  time,  and  often  there  is  just  a  little  un- 
(crtainty  in  the  result — blow-holes  which  do  not  show  on  the 
surface  at  all.  That  I  think  is  a  difficulty  which  will  disappear, 
just  as  it  did  in  the  case  of  steel  castings. 

Mr.  E.  F.  C.  Davis.— I  would  like  to  ask  whetlier  this  steel 
mixture  has  been  used  in  making  car  wheels,  and  whether  there  is 
any  trouble  to  get  the  iron  and  steel  to  melt  down  together  and 
mix  together  properly  in  the  ladles. 
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Xo.  282.-57. 

W'hat  makes  the  best  molds  for  complicated  steel  castings  to  secure  solidity 
and  freedom  from  shrinkage  cracks? 

Mr.  T.  R.  Morgan,  Sr. — The  question  as  put  is  so  broad  that  it 
is  almost  unanswerable,  but  the  intention  of  the  question  was  no 
doubt  to  cover,  if  possible,  those  defects  which  have  been  met  in 
the  manufacture  of  steel  castings,  and  the  desire  is  to  know  how 
best  they  may  be  avoided.  A  reply  can  only  be  made  in  a  general 
way,  as  there  are  so  many  conditions  to  be  met  with  in  the  present 
demands  for  steel  castings  in  such  variable  shapes — delicate  and 
massive,  simple  and  complex — that  each  and  every  size  and  kind 
has  to  have  a  study  and  a  practice  peculiarly  its  own  to  obtain 
the  best  results  to  meet  the  class  of  work  for  which  such  castings 
are  intended.  It  is  not  intended  by  this  reply  to  make  the 
answer  to  this  question  more  complex  than  the  question  is,  but  if 
possible  to  cast  a  ray  of  liglit  toward  lielping  others  interested  to 
look  at  this  question  in  the  manner  so  far  found  necessary,  and 
the  same  processes  will  have  to  be  continued  to  obtain  the  best 
practical  results  in  tliis  as  in  every  line  of  manufacture. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  had  large  experience  in  the 
mamifacture  of  iron  castings — large,  medium  and  small — that  to 
obtain  similar  results  in  the  varying  kinds  and  sizes,  molds  of 
varying  kinds  to  suit  each  kind  and  size  have  to  be  made.  The 
kinds  of  material  cliarged  in  the  cupola  also  have  to  be  changed 
when  passing  from  small  to  large  work  to  give  even  similar 
results.  In  large  massive  castings  a  much  higher  grade  and  harder 
material  can  be  used  than  on  the  smaller  and  thinner  castings. 
If  a  liigh  grade  of  hard  iron  w^ere  used  for  small  castings,  on  such 
castings  as  pulleys  and  other  classes  of  tliin  work,  they  would 
shrink  so  much  in  cooling  that  they  would  break  to  pieces  before 
or  soon  after  leaving  the  mold;  and  even  if  such  castings  would 
stand  witliout  breaking,  they  would  be  so  hard  and  dense  that 
they  could  not  be  machined  with  steel  tools.  For  large,  massive 
castings,  iron  even  of  a  higher  grade  and  density  could  be  used 
than  the  last  specified,  since  in  the  large  castings  of  considerable 
thickness  the  grain  would  be  open,  it  would  be  easily  machined 
with  steel  tools,  and  would  prove  just  the  kind  of  iron  needed  to 
give  strongest  and  best  results  for  such  large  castings.  The  sand 
for  the  molds  and   the  wash  or  coatins:  for  the  various  sizes  and 
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kind  of  molds  have  also  to  be  varied  to  suit  each  size  and  kiiid 
of  casting.  The  temperature  at  which  each  kind  and  size  of  cast- 
ing should  be  poured  is  another  very  important  item,  and  the 
methods  used  for  gating,  and  the  place  or  places  selected  to  run 
the  castings,  must  also  be  studied,  since  some  castings  require  one, 
and  others  many  places  to  run  the  molten  metal.  The  sizes  and 
places  for  such  runners  are  important,  and  when  to  run  each, 
whether  one  after  the  other  or  together,  is  another  matter  which 
will  tax  the  judgment  of  those  in  charge  to  obtain  the  best  prac- 
tical results,  in  combination  with  many  of  the  other  combinations 
specified  above,  and  even  after  attaining  the  best  results  specified, 
it  becomes  necessary  with  some  kinds  of  complicated  castings  to 
open  up  the  molds  at  the  proper  time  to  prevent  the  casting  from 
undue  strains  in  cooling  and  shrinking.  This  requires  long  prac- 
tice and  good  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  mechanic  or  mechanics 
in  charge. 

All  of  the  above  conditions  specified  for  castings  of  iron  must 
be  duplicated  in  the  manufacture  of  steel  castings,  but  on  higher 
and  more  exacting  planes.  In  the  manufacture  of  iron  cast- 
ings, most  of  the  practice  of  the  world  has  been  carried  on  (gov- 
erned in  the  many  conditions  necessarily  specified  here  as  to 
the  use  of  mixtures  of  material)  by  grades  bought  from  leading 
producers  according  to  standards  fixed  by  the  breaking  and  eye 
test,  using  cupolas  or  air  furnaces,  with  coke  and  coal  to  do  the 
melting.  All  the  operations  depend  on  the  crude  tests  last  speci- 
fied, and  the  reliability  of  the  supply  of  the  best  materials  from 
reputable  manufacturers  of  coal,  coke  and  iron.  A  great  many 
responsible,  reputable  founders,  having  experienced,  practical 
men  employed  in  their  foundries  under  such  conditions,  have 
turned  out  some  of  the  most  varied,  cpmplicated  and  best  castings 
made  for  years.  Some  few  of  the  modern  and  best  have  had 
their  chemical  laboratories,  and  as  far  as  material  is  concerned, 
have  gone  beyond  the  general  practice  of  iron  founders,  and  are 
certainly  entitled  to  the  best  results.  But  while  these  show  by 
comparison  the  possibility  of  getting  the  best  iron  castings,  just 
as  wrought  iron  has  been  manufactured  in  rolling  mills  under 
similar  crude  practical  conditions,  the  manufacture  of  the  many 
grades  of  steel  required  for  the  best  steel  castings  of  varying  sizes 
and  kinds  has  made  necessary  all  the  higher  conditions  of  chem- 
ical and  practical  knowledge  combined.  Steel  castings,  by  what- 
ever method   the   steel   is  melted — whether  open    hearth,   Bessemer, 
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crucible,  or  some  other — require  each  a  different  treatment  to  pro- 
duce similar  results.  The  chemical  quality  of  molds  and  coating 
must  be  known  and  changed  to  produce  similar  results  in  two 
different  kinds  and  sizes  of  castings,  following  with  keener  practi- 
cal care  every  operation  specified  for  iron  castings.  After  this, 
practical  machine  and  other  testing  records  should  be  made,  so 
that  every  known  practical  and  chemical  operation  shall  have 
been  recorded  for  future  iise,  with  a  careful  watch  also  upon  the 
practical  use  of  castings  made.  All  this  takes  time,  just  as  has 
been  necessary  for  the  steel  rail  men  to  find  out  its  necessary  good 
qualities.  Steel  castings  require  higher  class  conditions  than  iron, 
depending  more  on  the  chemical  than  practical,  but  requiring 
both  to  a  higher  degree  for  steel  than  iron.  The  manufacturer 
having  the  best  general  conditions,  and  who  will  have  the  desire 
and  determination  to  take  none  but  the  best  stock,  will  certainly 
make  the  best  steel  castings.  To  enable  him  to  do  so,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  him  to  get  the  best  encouragement  possible  from 
the  purchaser  of  steel  castings,  who  should  not  expect  the  best 
steel  castings  at  lowest  competing  price,  but  will  be  willing  to  pay 
more  for  the  best  castings  made  under  careful  and  costly  condi- 
tions than  for  castings  not  so  good  made  under  inferior  condi- 
tions. This  latter  enters  into  tlie  question  as  much  as  either  and 
all  of  the  others. 

Steel  castings  made  and  annealed  well  have  an  average  of  at 
least  four  times  the  tensile  and  wearing  qualities  of  best  east 
iron.  With  the  many  conditions  specified  here  carefully  attended 
to,  the  splendid  results  attained  by  leading  manufacturers  of  iron 
castings  in  the  leading  countries  of  the  world  are  possible,  and  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  that  their  success  will  be  fully  equaled 
in  time  in  steel  castings.  Of  this  we  have  many  satisfactory  evi- 
dences already  from  some  leading  manufacturers  of  steel  castings, 
who  have  turned  out  complicated  examples  both  large  and  small. 
Being  myself  the  president  of  one  of  the  steel  casting  companies 
who  make  steel  castings  in  large  quantities  for  leading  manufac- 
turers and  railways  all  over  the  country,  we  have  refused  to  touch 
many  important  complicated  steel  castings,  simply  because  the 
cost  of  making  them  would  be  greater  than  the  return,  when  iron 
flasks  only  are  used  and  some  of  a  complicated  kind  have  to  be 
made  specially  for  such  work.  All  I  have  said  here  is  from  long 
experience  and  observation,  with  a  desire  only  to  answer  the 
question  in  the  only  right,  truthful,  practical  way,  and  not  to  leave 
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rome  or  auj-  conditions  out.  Any  not  being  regarded  may  de- 
stroy all  the  othei-s,  ■nhich  would  favor  the  best  results  to  obtain 
solidity  and  freedom  from  shrinking  and  cracks,  as  well  as  other 
best  qualities  entering  into  steel  castings.  To  verify  what  we 
have  said  here,  we  have  had  many  evidences  of  varying  grades  of 
castings  run  from  the  same  ladle,  in  wliich  some  would  prove  to 
be  solid  and  others  would  not.  We  always  have  found  a  good 
reason  for  the  differences,  and  have  used  our  knowledge  to  secure 
a  remedy  the  next  time,  taking  good  care  that  when  we  had 
similar  castings  following  to  have  them  alike.  Very  important 
difficulties  to  be  met  with  in  the  manufacture  of  steel  castings 
come  from  the  high  melting  temperature  and  quick  cooling  of 
steel,  and  from  the  fact  that  steel  has  about  double  the  shrinkage 
met  with  in  iron  castings. 
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FiKsT  D.vv,  Tri:8D.\Y,  May  s. 

The  First  Session  was  called  to  order  at  lu  .v.m.  in  the  large 
hall  of  the  Watkins  Institute.  The  Secretary's  Register  showed 
the  following  members  in  attendance: 

Baldwin,  S.  W New  York  City. 

Barrus,  Geo.  H Boston,  Mass. 

Belts,  Alfred Wilmington,  Del. 
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Bond,  (i CO.  M, 

Cobb,  K.  S 

Colo,  J.  W    . 

Coon,  J .  S 

Dent,  E.  L 

Firestone,  J.  F 

Foster,  W.  A 

Gale,  H.  B 

Gobeille,  J.  L 

Hand,  S.  A... 

Hammett,  H.  G. 

Hawkins,  J.  T 

Hemonway,  F.  F 

Hewitt,  Wm 

Huston,  C.  L 

Hutton,  F.  R.,  Secretary . 

Kent,  Wm 

Kirby,  F.  E 

Kirkevaag,  Peter.  . 
Landreth,  Olin  H . 

Lane,  J.  S 

Lanphear,  O.  A. . . 

Lewis,  J.  F 

Livermore,  C.  VV. . 
Magruder,  W.  T . . 

Mattes,  W.  F 

Miller,  Wm 

Middleton,  Harvey . 

Minott,  H.  P 

Nagle,  A.  F 

O'Connell,  J.  C 

Parks,  E.  H 

Parsons,  H.  de  B. . . . 

Pond,  F.  H 

Reese,  Jacob 
Roberts,  T.  II 
Rogers,  W.  i^ 

Sanders,  Newell 

See,  Horace,  Presidcnf 

Sharp,  Joel 

Snell,  H.  I 

Suplee,  H.  H 
Stetson,  G.  K . 
Stillman,  F.  11 
Sweet,  J.  E. . . 
Tompkins,  S 

Warner,  W.  R 

Warren,  B.  H 

Watson,  Wm 

Whitehead,  G.  E 

Whitney,  B.  D 


Hartford,  Conn. 
.Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 
.Burdett,  N.  Y. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Corning,  N.  Y. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 
.  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
.  Toughkenamon,  Pa. 
.Troy,  N.  Y. 
.Taunton,  Mass. 
.N.  Y.  City. 

Trenton,  N.  J. 
.  Coatesville,  Pa. 
.N.  Y.  City. 

N.  ^•.  City. 

Dnniii,  Mich. 

^-Mun^srown,  Ohio. 
.Nashville,  Tenn. 
.Chicago,  111. 
.Columbus,  O. 
.N.  Y.  City. 
.N.  Y.  City. 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Sii:inl,.n,  Pa. 

i'lllsl.uinh,  Pa. 

Lnuisvillc,  Ky. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Chicago,  111. 
.  Montgomery,  Ala. 
.Providence,  R.  I. 
.  New  York  City. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

I'itlsburnh,  Pa. 

Drtl.ilt,  .Midi. 

CinrlMIKMi,  Ohio. 


I'hil;,.l,lphia,  Pa. 

nnliHlclphiu,  Pa. 

New  Hcilliird,  Mass 
,  New  York  City. 
.  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Crozet,  Va. 

C'lrvrlnnd,  U. 

Il..>in,i,  .\Ia.s.-;. 

Bo.sloii,  .Mass. 

Providence,  R.  I. 
.  Winchendon,  Mass. 
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Wilcox,  J.  F Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

WUey,  W.  H New  York  City. 

Woods,  A.  T Champaign,  111. 

Wooilward,  CM St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sevuiai  jrui^sts  weiu  also  in  atteiidaiire.  anil  a  number  of  ladies. 

Tlie  first  business  was  tlie  report  of  llie  tellers  of  the  (^'ouncil, 
whic'li  was  presented  as  follows: 

The  Council  would  also  present  the  rei)ort  of  its  tellers,  as 
iV.llow.^: 

The  undersigned  were  ai)[iointed  a  coinniittee  of  the  Council 
III  act  as  tellers,  under  Rule  13,  to  count  and  scrutinize  the  ballots 
i-ast  for  and  against  the  candidates  proposed  for  membership  in 
I  he  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  seeking  election  before 
the  XVIIth  meeting  of  the  Society  in  May,  1888.  They  would 
rci)ort  that  they  have  met  upon  the  designated  days  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary,  and  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

They  would  certify,  for  the  formal  insertion  in  the  Records  of 
the  Society  to  the  election  of  the  appended  named  persons,  to 
their  respective  grades  upon  Lists  Xo.  1  and  2,  respectively  pink 
and  yellow. 

There  were  foui'  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes  cast  in  the  ballot. 
upon  the  pink  list,  of  which  ten  'jvere  thrown  out  because  of  infor- 
malities. 

There  were  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  votes  cast  upon  the 
yellow  ballot,  of  which  twenty-two  were  thrown  out  because  of 
informalities. 

The  lists  are  appended  below. 

Stephen  W.  Baldwin,  1 

March   1,  1888.  Wm.  H.  Wiley,  j  Tellers. 

MEMBER,"^, 
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Clark,  Walter  L .  New  York  City. 
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Coleman,  Wm.  H Chicago,  111. 

Easby,  Francis  H Wilmington,  Del. 

Foster,  W' .  A Corning,  N.  Y. 

Gantt,  Henry  L '. Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Robertson,  R.  A.,  Jr. 
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Sanders,  Newell 
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Smith,  Scott  A 
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Strale,  Allan 

Suplee,  Henry  H . 
Thissell,  Earl  A.. 
Thomas,  Charles  W 
Tolman,  Edward  F. . . 

Tregelles,  Henry 

Trump,  Chas.  N 

Unzicker,  Herman 

Vaile,  J.  Henrv 
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Mea.lviUe,  Pa. 
Tiny.  X.  Y. 

l.an'i>l)urg.  Pa. 
.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
.  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Baldwins\Tlle,  X 
.Chicago,  111. 
.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Xew  York  City. 

PhUadelphia,  Pa. 
.  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pencoyd,  Pa. 

Waltham,  Mass. 

Providence,  R.  I. 
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Worcester,  Mass. 
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ASSOCIATES. 

Pierce,  Walter  L X"ew  York  City. 

Smith,  S.  Decatur Philadelphia,  Pa. 

JUNIORS. 

Burchard,  Anson  W Danbury,  Conn. 

Burns,  A.  L Xew  York  City. 

Cole,  L.  W So.  Shaftesbury,  Vt. 

Curtis,  Ralph  E Boston,  Mass. 

Dockam,  Edward  H Xew  Y'ork  City. 

Firestone,  J.  F Columbus,  O. 

Glasser,  Chas.  H No.  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 

Hildreth,  Wra.  O Boston,  Mass. 

Hobart,  James  C Cincinnati,  O. 

Taylor,  Wm.  M Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Veeder,  Curtis  H Calumet,  Mich. 
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No  new  business  being  presented  by  the  members,  tlie  profes- 
sional papers  were  then  taken  up.  The  first  paper  was  by  Mr. 
Henry  R.  Towne,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  entitled  "  A  Safety  Car- 
heating  System,"  which  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Babcock,  Go- 
l)eille,  Minot  and  Kent.  A  paper  on  the  same  subject  by  Mr.  Wm. 
J.  Baldwin,  of  Xew  York,  "  Xotes  on  Warming  Railroad  Cars  by 
Steam,"  received  no  discussion.  The  tliird  paper  on  this  subject, 
iiy  Mr.  John  T.  Hawkins,  of  Taunton,  entitled  '"  Automatic  RegU; 
lator  for  Heating  Apparatus,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Babcock, 
Dent,  Kent,  Warner,  Gobeille,  Reese  and  Minot. 

A  second  paper  by  Mr.  Jolin  T.  Hawkins,  "  A  Plea  for  the 
Printing  Press  in  Mechanical  Engineering  Schools,"  was  discussed 
by  Messrs.  Kent,  Cobb,  Hutton,  Reese,  Gobeille,  See  and  Sweet. 

Two  papers  belonging  to  the  Economic  Section  of  the  Society's 
papers  were  as  follows:  By  Mr.  H.  L.  Binsse,  of  Xewark,  X.  J., 
on  '■  A  Short  Way  to  Keep  Time  and  Cost,"  and  by  Mr.  Geo.  L. 
Fowler,  of  Xew  York,  on  "  Estimating  the  Cost  of  Foundry  Work." 
The  latter  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Dingee,  West.  Hawkins,'  See 
and  Sweet. 

The  Topical  Queries  were  then  taken  up  to  the  hour  of  adjourn-' 
ment.  Messrs.  Cooper,  Dingee,  Suplee,  Minot,  Lanphear,  ^^'ar- 
ner,  and  Parsons  discussed  the  two  queries  on  rope-driving 
transmission  as  follows :  "  Wliat  is  the  most  economical  speed  in 
telo-dynaniic  transmissions  for  high  and  low  power?  and.  What 
data  have  you  for  design  of  hemp-rope  transmissions,  especially 
where  several  parallel  ropes  replace  a  flat  belt  ?  "  After  announce- 
ments as  to  excursions,  the  President  announced  the  nominating 
committee  for  otficers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  under 
Article  31  of  the  Rules. 

Such  committee  consisted  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Warner,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Mr.  B.  H.  Warren,  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Mr.  A.  F.  Xagle,  of 
Chicago.  111.:  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Stetson,  of  Xew  Bedford,  Mass.;  Mr. 
John  F.  Wilcox,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  session  then  adjourned. 

The  excursion  of  the  afternoon  is  described  in  its  proper  place. 
In  the  evening  a  public  session  was  held  in  Watkins  Institute, 
and  addresses  of  welcome  were  delivered  by  Governor  Robert  L. 
Taylor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  by  Mayor  P.  C.  McCarver,  of 
the  city  of  Xashville,  and  by  Gen.  G.  P.  Thruston,  Chairman  of  the 
Citizens'  Committee  of  Arrangements,  who  also  presided  at  the 
earlier  part  of  the  sessions.     At  the  close  of  these  addresses,  the 
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cliair  was  luuidud  over  to  President  See  of  the  Society,  wlio  intro- 
duced Prof,  (,'alvin  M.  Woodward  of  the  Society,  who  had  been 
invited  by  tlie  officers  of  the  Vanderbilt  University  to  deliver  an 
address  l)ofore  their  engineering  students,  and  the  topic  selected 
by  liiin  was  "  The  Coming  Engineer."  At  the  close  of  this  address 
an  itifornial  reception  was  tendered  to  the  Society  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Art  Association  and  Historical  Society  in  the  Watkins 
Institute. 

Secoxd  Day,  Wednesday,  May  9. 

The  morning  session  was  appointed  for  9.30  in  the  chapel  of 
Vanderbilt  University.  President  See  was  detained  from  the 
chair  by  illness,  and  on  motion  ex-President  Sweet  was  called  to 
preside.  The  exercises  were  opened  by  an  address  by  Chancellor 
L.  C.  Garland,  of  the  University.  This  was  followed  by  profes- 
sional papers  as  follows :  Prof.  E.  H.  Thurston's  paper  on  "  Pro- 
portioning Steam  Cylinders"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Babcock 
and  Whitham.  The  paper  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Collins  on  "  A  Xew 
Method  of  Inserting  and  Securing  Crank  Pins "  was  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Fawcett,  Hawkins,  Cole,  Minot,  Hutton,  Bond,  Kent,  Cole 
and  Eeese.  The  paper  by  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Mattes  on  "  Connecting 
Eods"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Whitham  and  See.  At  the  close 
of  this  discussion,  the  session  adjourned  to  allow  a  visit  to  the 
buildings  of  the  University,  and  after  this  inspection  the  members 
convened  at  the  foundation  begun  for  the  building  of  the  School 
of  Mechanical  Engineering.  Bishop  McTyeire,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trust  of  the  University,  opened  the  exercises  by  a  brief 
address  of  welcome,  responded  to  by  Prof.  F.  E.  Hutton  on  behalf 
of  the  Society.  The  contents  for  the  chest  to  be  deposited  within 
the  corner-stone  were  laid  in  place  by  Prof.  Magruder  of  the 
University,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Kent,  of  the  Society,  gave  an  address  of 
salutation,  after  which  the  stone  was  laid  and  .sealed,  and  the  lay- 
ing was  concluded  by  appropriate  religious  exercises.  A  lunch 
was  served  in  Wesley  Hall  of  the  University  by  the  ladies  con- 
nected with  its  corps  of  officers,  and  the  afternoon  excursion  was 
begun  from  this  point. 

In  the  evening,  the  three  papers  by  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Barrus  were 
discussed  as  follows :  ''  The  Effect  of  Circulation  in  Steam  Boil- 
ers on  Quality  of  Steam "  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Whitham, 
Nagle,    Coon,    Gale,    Minot,    Suplee    and    Huston;    that    entitled 
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"Memoranda  on  the  Perfonnauce  of  a  Compound  Engine"  was 
discussed  bv  Messrs.  Coon.  Minot,  Parsons,  Cobb,  Suplee,  See, 
Gale  and  Nagle :  tluit  on  "An  Electric  Speed  Recorder"  was  dis- 
cussed by  Prof.  Sweet. 

The  Topical  Queries  were  here  again  taken  up  for  the  rest  of 
the  evening.  Messrs.  Barrus  and  Minot  answered  the  queiy  in 
reference  to  the  fuel  eeonom)'  of  high-speed  engines  as  compared 
with  slower  engines  with  releasing-gear.  Mr.  Suplee  ga\e  data  as 
to  the  paper  friction-gear  used  in  the  Xorthwest.  Messrs.  Eeese, 
Stetson,  Hutton,  Minot,  Lanphear,  Hawkins,  Rogers  and  Cole 
spoke  upon  the  molecular  structure  and  hardness  of  steel,  as 
atfected  bj"  electro-plating  and  flexure  in  reducing  the  temper  of 
highh'  hardened  steel.  Mr.  Kent  moved  that  at  a  future  meeting  a 
symposiiun  on  steel  phenomena  be  held  as  one  feature  of  the  Topi- 
cal Queries  of  that  session.  This  was  referred  informally  to  the 
Committee  on  Queries. 

The  query  as  to  the  necessary  amount  of  metal  to  be  removed 
from  sheared  edges  of  steel  plate  was  answered  by  Messrs.  Haw- 
kins, Cooper,  Suplee,  Kent,  Huston,  Cobb,  Coon,  Xagle,  See  and 
Reese. 

After  announcements,  the  session  adjourned. 

Third  Day,  Wedxesdat,  Mat  10. 

The  fifth  session  was  opened  by  the  paper  of  Prof.  Jay  M.  Whit- 
ham,  of  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  on  "Surface  Condensers."  This  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Wheeler,  Engel,  Cole,  Nagle,  and  Coon.  The 
paper  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Coon,  of  Burdette,  X.  Y.,  entitled,  "Duty  Trials 
of  Pumping  Engines,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Barrus,  Hawkins, 
Sweet,  Xagle,  Mattes,  Kent,  and  Hutton.  The  debate  was  opened 
by  proposing  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  prepare  a  report  embodying  a  series  of  rules  which  could 
be  followed  by  members  of  the  Society  in  their  practice,  and  could 
be  recommended  as  standards  in  such  tests  by  outsiders.  The 
question  of  the  policy  of  the  Society  in  the  matter  of  adopting 
reports  of  committees  was  again  adverted  to,*  but  the  advantages 
would  be  so  great  if  such  standard  rules  were  prepared  by  com- 
petent authority,  even  if  it  were  not  expedient  for  the  Society  to  en- 
force their  adoption,  that  when  the  question  of  the  appointment  was 

*See  Volume  VI.  Transactions,  pages  256,  314,  and  877,  Nos.  CLXVIII., 
CLXVIII.  A,  and  AppendLx  VI. 
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put  it-  was  carried  luianiniously,  and  the  rrusident  subsequently 
ajipointed  Messrs.  Barrus,  Coon,  Nagle,  Eeynolds,  and  De  Kinder. 
Tlie  paper  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Dean,  on  the  "Distribution  of  Steam  in 
the  Strong  Locomotive,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Barrus,  Coon, 
Mattes,  Snell,  and  See.  That  by  Mr.  L.  S.  Randolph,  on 
■'Strains  in  Locomotive  Boilers,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Mid- 
dleton.  Parsons,  Kent,  Hawkins,  Minot,  Baldwin,  Eeese,  and 
Wilcox.  Mr.  VV.  L.  Clements,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  presented  a 
paper  on  "Steam  Excavators,"  which  received  no  discussion.  Mr. 
John  M.  Sweeney,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  presented  a  paper  on 
"River  Practice  in  the  West,"  wliich  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Nagle,  Wilcox,  Kent,  Rogers,  Parsons,  Bond,  Minot,  Livermore, 
Woodward,  and  See.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  discussion  the 
morning  session  adjourned. 

The  concluding  session  was  convened  iu  the  hall  of  the  Watkins 
Institute,  at  eight  o'clock,  Thursday  evening.  The  paper  by  Mr. 
H.  de  B.  Parsons,  upon  the  "Displacements  and  Area  Curves  of 
Fish,"  received  no  discussion.  The  paper  by  Prof.  James  E. 
Denton,  on  "The  Mechanical  Significance  of  Viscosity  Determina- 
tions of  Lubricants,"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Wilcox  and  Haw- 
kins. Mr.  Frederick  A.  Scheffler,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  gave  a  "Foundry 
Cupola  Experience,"  which  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Snell,  Wil- 
cox, Gobeille,  Sweet,  and  Mattes.  The  pajjer  on  "The  Best 
Form  for  Nozzles  and  Diverging  Tubes,"  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Nagle,  of 
Chicago,  received  no  discussion.  '  Prof.  Thurston's  second  paper, 
entitled,  "Large  and  Enlarged  Photographs  and  Blue  Prints,"  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Fawcett,  Rogers,  and  Wilcox. 

The  paper  by  Prof.  J.  Burkitt  Webb,  on  "A  Persistent  Form 
of  Gear  Tooth,"  received  no  discussion.  The  final  paper  of  the 
session  was  that  of  Mr.  \Viii.  Hewitt,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  entitled, 
"Wire  Rope  Fastenings,"  and  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Hawkins 
and  Keese. 

At  the  close  of  this  pajDcr,  the  following  resolutions  were 
presented  by  various  members  witli  short  and  appropriate  remarks: 

Whereas,  The  seventeenth  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers  has  been  held  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  and  the  members  have  received 
an  unprecedentedly  hearty  welcome; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  members  that  they  desire  to 
place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  the  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies  extended 
them  during  their  short  stay. 

Resolved,  That  our  hearty  thanks  are  extended  to  the  local  committee  of  citizens 
o'  Nashville,  and  especially  to  Gen.  G.  P.  Thruston,  chairman,  and  Prof.  Olin  H. 


Lamhvth,  sccrotary,  for  tlu'ir  untiring  efforts  in  i)l;uiiuns  and  carrying  out  a 
most  successful  programme  for  the  entertainment  f)f  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  thank  Governor  Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mayor 
McCarver  and  the  citizens  of  Nashville,  who  have  so  ably  seconded  the  local  com- 
mittee in  their  efforts  to  make  our  stay  thoroughly  enjoyable  and  memorable. 

Resdeed,  That  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  President  and  Facultyof  Fisk  Univer- 
sity for  the  opportunity  afTorded  to  vLsit  their  unique  and  noble  institution,  and 
to  note  their  worthy  and  highly  successful  effgrts  in  educating  the  colored  race. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Trust  and  Faculty  of  Van- 
derbilt  University  for  the  opportunity  to  visit  their  excellent  institution,  and 
especially  do  we  thank  them  for  their  kind  invitation  to  participate  in  the  exer- 
cises of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  their  new  School  of  Mechanical  Engineering. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  thanks  to  the  West  Nashville  Land  Improvement 
Company,  Dr.  H.  M.  Pierce,  president,  and  to  the  Nashville  Iron,  Steel  and 
Charcoal  Company,  Gen.  Willard  Warner,  president,  for  their  courtesies  extended 
in  exhibiting  and  explaining  their  highly  interesting  and  extensive  plant  for 
making  iron  and  charcoal,  and  for  making  useful  products  from  the  waste  gases 
of  the  charcoal  kilns. 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  extends  its  thanks  to  the  President  and  other  officials 
of  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway  Company  for  their  kindness  in 
providing  transportation  to  the  various  points  of  interest  in  the  vicinity,  and  also 
for  their  provisions  for  an  extended  trip  to  Chattanooga  and  return. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  thanks  to  Gen.  W.  H.  Jackson,  proprietor  of  Belle 
Mead  farm,  for  his  kindness  in  extending  to  us  the  hospitality  of  his  beautiful  and 
magnificent  estate,  and  the  opportunity  to  inspect  his  world-famed  and  unpar- 
alleled thoroughbred  stock. 

Resolved.  That  we  highly  appreciated  and  enjoyed  the  generous  repast  provided 
at  Vanderbilt  University  after  the  exercises  of  laying  the  corner-stone,  and  that 
our  thanks  are  hereby  extended  to  "the  ladies  of  the  campus"  of  Vanderbilt 
University  for  their  bounteous  hospitality  in  providing  that  delightful  entertain- 
ment, and  for  their  other  acts  of  courtesy  during  the  day,  and  also  to  the  ladies  of 
the  Reception  Committee  in  Nashville  for  the  attention  and  hospitality  extended 
to  the  visiting  ladies.  To  Mrs.  Polk,  also,  for  the  privilege  of  visiting  her  historic 
mansion,  and  of  enjoying  her  hospitality  and  courteous  reception  of  her  guests. 

Resolved,  That  our  hearty  thanks  are  extended  to  Messrs.  Whitsett  &  Adams, 
builders  of  the  new  re.servoir,  for  their  kindness  in  exhibiting  their  work  while  in 
progress,  and  for  the  generous  entertainment  provided  during  the  visit. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
members  of  the  Cincinnati  Reception  Committee,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Doane  and  G. 
A.  Gray,  Jr.,  for  the  generous  entertainment  received  at  their  hands  on  our 
arrival  in  their  city;  for  the  delightful  carriage  drive,  of  which  our  enjoynionl 
was  complete,  and  which  formed  so  pleasant  a  feature  of  our  trip  to  the  scvi'n- 
teenth  meeting,  and  which  will  be  long  remembered  by  those  who  were  privileged 
to  enjoy  it. 

The  President,  after  the  uiianiiiiuus  passage  of  tliu  al)ove  reso- 
lutions, and  response  to  tliem  briefly  by  Prof.  Landreth  and  Gen- 
eral G.  P.  Thrustou,  made  an  announeeineut  of  the  autumnal 
annual  meeting  of  the  Soeiety  in  October,  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and 
the  seventeenth  meeting  adjourned. 
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ExcuBsiox  Days. 


The  menibers  of  the  Society  who  eame  to  the  meeting  from 
Xew  England  and  New  York  made  use  of  special  cars  put  at  their 
service  bj^  the  courtesj'  of  the  X.  Y.,  L.  E.  &  W.  R.  R.  from  Jersey 
City  through  to  Xasliville.  On  their  arrival  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  pending  the  departure  of  the  evening  train  on  Monday,  the 
party  was  met  by  Messrs.  Doane  and  Gray  of  that  city,  and  were 
by  them  escorted  in  carriages  to  visit  the  Exposition  Buildings 
and  Music  Hall,  to  the  Art  Museum  and  Park  at  Walnut  Hills, 
and  through  the  residence  part  of  the  city  upon  the  heights. 

Tuesday,  May  8. 

,  On  Tuesday  afternoon,  a  special  train  on  the  Nashville,  Chat- 
tanooga and  St.  Louis  R.  R.  conveyed  the  party  to  West  Nashville 
stopping  at  Fisk  University.  Addresses  by  the  President  of  the 
University,  by  the  President  of  the  Society,  and  by  Prof.  C.  M. 
Woodward,  were  interspersed  between  singing  of  Jubilee  and 
other  songs  by  the  assembled  (colored)  students.  At  West  Nash- 
ville, the  Society  inspected  the  new  furnace  plant  of  the  Standard 
Charcoal,  Iron  and  Chemical  Company,  being  welcomed  by  General 
Willard  Warner  and  Dr.  H.  M.  Pierce,  who  also  acted  as  guides 
in  the  inspection  of  the  cliarcoal  Icilns  and  by-product  apparatus. 
Returning,  the  party  reached  the  Union  Depot  in  good  season. 

Wednesday,  May  9. 

After  the  morning  session  for  papers  and  the  visit  to  the  build- 
ings of  A'anderhilt  University,  the  ceremonies  of  the  corner-stone 
laying  of  the  new  building  for  mechanical  engineering,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  luncheon  in  the  refectory  of  Wesley  Hall,  served  by  the 
ladies  of  the  Vanderbilt  University  campus,  carriages  conveyed 
tile  party  to  the  West  Side  Park,  where  a  special  train  bore  them 
to  Belle  Mead,  the  celebrated  stock-farm  owned  by  General  W. 
H.  Jackson.  He  received  his  guests  in  the  hall  of  his  hospitable 
mansion  -nath  a  few  well-chosen  words  of  welcome,  and  then 
escorted  them  to  see  his  deer  and  their  park,  his  blooded  horses 
and  other  selected  stock.  On  the  return  to  the  verandas  of  the 
house,  after  refreshment,  and  a  few  words  of  thanks  and  recogni- 
tion by  a  representative  of  the  Society,  the  party  returned  to  the 
eitv. 


xashville  meeting.  60\) 

Thcesday,  Mat  10. 

I'lie   e.xeursion   of   this   afternoon   was   by   special   train   over   the 

Overland    Dummy   Koad    to    Glendale    Park,    stopping   at    the   new 

City    Keservoir.      The    party    were    entertained   most   hospitably   by 

y    -!~.   AVhitsett   and   Adams,   the   contractors,   and   niiich   enjoyed 

-I  and  luxuriant  foliage  of  the  Park. 

Friday,  Mat  11. 

\   -jieciiil  train  left  the  Union  Depot  bearing  the  party  and  some 
ir  hosts  to  South  Pittsburg.     After  dinner  at  the  City  Inn 
Marion    Hotel,    the    party    were    escorted    to    visit    the    Perry 
Works,  the   South   Pittsburg   Pipe  Works,  and  the   furnaces 
mines  of  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  and  R.E.   Co.,  exploiting 
•  sources  of  the  Sequachee  Talley.     At  the  Imnan  mines,  the 
_ieal  formation  of  the  ore  bodies  was  described  by  Dr.  J.  51. 
^       III,    State   Geologist,   and   several  members   visited   the   under- 
ground workings.     Eeturning  thence  to  South  Pittsburg,  and  being 
rejoined  by  the  ladies,  the  main  line  was  resumed  to  Chattanooga. 
'  'n    Saturday  morning  an  escort  party  of  the  Chamber  of  Corn- 
was    in   waiting   at   a    station    of   the   Union   Ry.    Co.,    and 
panied   their  guests   to   Citico   Furnace,   and   the   Xew  Water 
-.  up  the  Mission  Ridge  incline,  over  to  East  Lake,  over  a 
■  '{  the  new  Chattanooga  and  Lookout  Mountain  Railway  and 

—r  dinner,  the  same  train  conveyed  the  excursion  party  to 
•<>t  of  the  inclined  plane  up  Lookout  Mountain,  and  from  its 
le  magnificent  view  of  the  historic  battle-fields  could  be  seen 
-r  advantage.  After  an  inspection  of  the  machinery  of  the 
jiiiiMc.  the  party  returned  to  the  hotel. 

In  the  evening,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  held  a  reception  for 
fbc  members  of  the  Society  in  their  rooms  on  Market  Street,  brief 
HS  of  welcome  and  congratulation  being  made  by  both  hosts 
_  lests. 
1  lii'    special   car   of   the    Society   was   in   waiting   at   the   station 
after  the   reception,   and   bore   the   larger   proportion   of   the   mem- 
bers away. 

The  weather  was  perfect  during  the  entire  week  of  the  conven- 
tion. 
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CCLXXXIV. 

PROPORTIONING    STEAM    CYLINDERS. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  best  proportion  of  the  steam  cylinder,  in  the  modern  steam 
engine,  depends  upon  so  many  and  such  conflicting  conditions  that 
it  would  seem  almost  hopeless  to  attempt  to  work  out  more  than 
a  rough  approximation  to  the  best  for  any  given  case  in  practice. 
There  are,  however,  some  considerations  of  prime  importance  which 
may  be  investigated,  and  which  may  lead  to  some  rather  defi- 
nite standards.  These  are  conditions  of  serious  influence  in  the 
modififation  of  heat  wastes,  the  costs  of  construction,  and,  above 
all,  the  financial  conditions  of  continuous  operation.  The  first  set 
of  conditions  determines  the  best  form  of  steam  cylinder;  the  sec- 
ond determines  the  type  and  proportions  of  an  engine  for  which  the 
power,  the  steam  pressure,  and  the  ratio  of  expansion  are  settled; 
while  the  last  set  of  conditions  determines  how  large  an  engine, 
under  given  conditions  of  cost  of  the  various  items  making  up  the 
total  of  running  expenses,  can  be  profitably  employed. 

Of  the  last,  a  somewhat  extended  study  has  been  made  by  the- 
writer  in  earlier  papers,  and  by  others,  and  it  is  not  intended  to 
consider  them  further  here.  It  is  enough  to  say,  in  review  of  that 
subject,  that  it  is  found  that  the  best  engine  for  a  given  place  is 
not  that  which  gives  the  highest  duty,  but  that  which,  all  items  of 
cost  and  operation  being  considered,  gives  the  least  average  running 
expense  for  the  life  of  the  machine,  or  for  an  extended  period  of 
operation.  Such  an  engine  is  smaller,  and  has  a  lower  ratio  of 
expansion  than  the  engine  which  would  be  chosen  on  the  basis  of 
highest  duty;  and  this  difference  in  size  and  first  cost  is  the- 
greater,  in  this  regard,  as  the  type  of  engine  chosen  is  the  further 
removed  from  the  ideal,  the  perfect  engine.  It  is,  for  example,, 
found  that  while  the  ideal  engine  may,  under  certain  specified  con- 
ditions, have  a  ratio  of  expansion  at  maximum  efiieiency  of  fluid 
of  twenty,  the  actual  engine  built  as  nearly  as  the  skill  of  man  can 
make  it  upon  the  same  scale  and  type,  gives  its  highest  duty  at  ten- 
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expansions,  and  woulil  do  still  better,  financiallj-,  if  given  enough 
more  work  to  make  its  ratio  of  expansion  in  regular  working,  we 
"ill   say,  seven  or  eight.     In  other  words,  a  smaller  engine  is  de- 
le in  this  last  case  than  would  have  been  taken  as  best  were  the 
1  lions,  other  than  financial,  to  have  control.     The  precise  pro- 
iins   to    be    adopted    are    determinable    whenever    the    data    are 
ished,    and    the    problem    thus    presented    will    be    assumed    to 
.    been  solved  for  tlie  cases  to  be  taken  up  in  the  present  paper. 
The   costs   of   construction   vary   enormously   with   the   type   and 
1,.  n.ral  proportions  of  the  engine.     As  a  rule,  the  larger  the  engine, 
I  ill'  less  the  cost  per  horse  power  developed;  the  shorter  the  stroke, 
;ind  lience,  the  shorter  the  engine  as  a  whole,  in  similar  proportion 
luarly,  the  less  the  cost  of  building;  and  the  simpler  its   design, 
ainl  especially  of  its  valve  motion,  the  lower  the  expense  of  con- 
?t ruction.     The  tendency  of  sharp  competition,  such  as  now  exists 
in  tlie  general  market,  the  result  of  wliicli  has  been  to  reduce  the 
profits   in   the   business,   in   many  instances,   far  below   the   paying 
'  'int.  is  to  lead  to  the  design  and  construction  of  engines  of  very 
:    stroke  and  of  verj-  high  speed  of  piston  and  of  rotation,  a 
•  ucy  also  promoted  by  the  fact  that,  other  things  being  equal, 
piston  speed  and  high  speed  of  rotation  give  reduced  wastes 
at  in  the  cylinder,  as  well  as  lessened  costs  of  building.     Thus, 
,  .:li  the  proportions  of  the  steam-engine  cylinder  are  often  de- 
t.  iiiiined   by   the   judgment   of   the    designer,   or   the   exigencies   of 
'at ion,    the    relative    length   of    stroke    and    diameter    of    cylinder 
actually  related  by  definite  principles;   these   being  settled,   it 
lies  easily  possible  to  solve  the  problem,  and  to  fix  the  dimen- 
-  at  a  single  operation. 

■'iciency   of  working  fluid   is   promoted  by   securing   a   definite 
"Ttion   of  stroke  to  diameter.     Were  all  parts  of  the   interior 
i-es    similarly    affected    by    variations   of    temperature,    as    the 
„  :ie  works  through  its  cycle,  it  is  evident  that  minimum  cylin- 
ondensation  would  be  secured  by  making  the  ratio  of  that  sur- 
to  the  cubic  contents  of  the  cylinder  a  minimum;  that  is  by 
iiig  the  stroke  twice  the  diameter.     The  volume  on  each  side 
'■  piston  would  then  have  a  diameter  equal  to  its  length,  a  con- 
u   recognized   as  that   corresponding  to   the   conditions   sought. 
l...  losses  from  the  exterior  being  considered,  a  stroke  equal  to  the 
diameter  would  be  prescribed;  but  those  losses  of  heat  are  insig- 
nificant in  comparison  with  the  wastes  by  internal  conduction,  con- 
vection, and  radiation,  and  the  proportions  of  the  cylinder  are  de- 
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tenuiued  by  the  first  named  considerations.  In  fact,  however, 
tlie  waste  by  this  latter  form  of  loss  of  heat,  by  cylinder  condensa- 
tion, occurs  mainly  inside  the  point  at  which  the  cut-off  valve  closes, 
and  the  proportions  should  be,  were  this  absolutely  the  limit,  such 
as  would  make  the  stroke  -equal  approximately  to  the  product  of 
the  diameter  and  the  ratio  of  expansion.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
wastes  of  heat  internally  come  quite  as  generally  from  the  loss  of 
heat  during  the  later  part  of  the  expansion  and  the  period  of  ex- 
haust, during  the  period  ef  i-e-evaporation,  as  from  the  action  noted 
during  the  time  of  entrance  of  prime  steam.  That  is  to  say:  the 
total  condensation  up  to  the  point  of  cut-ofE  is  determined  largely 
by  the  extent'  to  v/hich  cooling  is  permitted,  and  re-evaporation 
produced  during  and  after  the  formation  of  the  expansion  line,  and 
during  the  return  stroke. 

But  still  another  consideration  comes  in  to  complicate  the  prob- 
lem: the  time  of  exposure  of  the  surfaces  to  the  action  of  the 
steam  and  the  exhaust.  It  is  as  yet  unknown  just  what  influence 
this  has  upon  the  amount  of  the  condensation,  and  general  experi- 
ence has  led  to  the  fixing  of  the  proportions  of  the  engine  at  not 
more  than  stroke  2  and  diameter  1,  nor  less  than  equality  of  stroke 
and  diameter.  The  former  proportion  is  adopted  for  slow  engines, 
the  latter  for  those  of  highest  speed  of  rotation.  Usual  limits  lie 
between  one  and  one  and  a  half  diameters. 

Assuming  the  best  proportions  for  a  given  case  to  be  settled,  as, 


for  example,  making 


ind 


1  for  very  fast-running 


gines;  c  =  1.33,  or  c  =  1..5  for  moderate  speeds;  and  c  =  1.5  to  c 
=  2  for  the  slower  engines;  and  taking  tlie  speed  of  piston,  as  as- 
sumed by  Watt,  as  varying  as  the  cube  root  of  stroke,  and  if  V  is 
the  speed,  and  N  the  number  of  revolutions  per  minute. 


V=  ai/z    ~    aJ/^l; 


N.. 


h_  ^  h^  _     V  . 
Ll        li   ~    c5af3' 

in  which  a  =  500  as  a  fair  maximum;  b  =  250,  and  b'  =  1300;  we 
may  at  once  obtain  a  value  of  the  diameter,  d,  of  the  cylinder 
thus : 

The  net  power  of  the  engine  to  be  designed  is  the  quantity  first 
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to  bu  lixi'il  (ijion,  !UkI  the  .^russ  or  imlicated  power  is  to  l)e  thence 
obtiiiiu'il  li_v  (liviJin^-  tlio  net  or  ilyiuuuoinetrie  ])0\ver  by  the  effi- 
cieiuv ; 

DR. P.  -^  E,  =/.  H.  P.  =  2p,„LAN  -  33,000, 
ill  terms  of  the  lueau  piet^t^uie  p^^  tlie  length  of  stroke  L  in  feet, 
the  area  of  the  piston  .4  in  square  inches  and  the  number  of  revo- 
lutions  per  minute,  3'.     Then  if  the  proijosed   ratio   of   length   of 
stroke  to  diameter  of  piston  is  c,  I  =  13  L,  and 

r     rr     p     ^  h^nL'd'N  ^    IP^^I^ , 

33,000  24  33,000,' 

and  taking  the  value  of  .V  as  a  function  of  length  of  stroke,  as 
aijove. 

U=I.H.F.  =  ^\p^b'Mi  -r-  33,000 


1>„ 

when  m  and  n  are  the  collected  constants. 

Taking  a  =  500;    h  =  250;    b'  =  1300,  as  above,  and  assigning 
values  to  c,  as  in  the  table,  we  obtain  the  accomijanying  values  of 


t,  II,  and 


1   . 


Table  of  Constants. 


2.00 

500 

.013091 

761.35 

6.411 

2.00 

375 

.009823 

101.80 

7,252 

2.00 

250 

.00655 

152.00 

8.625 

2.00 

175 

.004584 

213.14 

10.0.53 

2.00 

125 

.003274 

305.40 

11.613 

1.75 

500 

.012.527 

79.827 

6.. 5.34 

1.75 

375 

.009396 

106.43 

7. 392 

1.75 

2.50 

,0062.50 

159.70 

8 . 7.58 

1.75 

175 

.004385 

228.07 

10.247 

1.75 

125 

.003131 

319.30 

11.837 

1.50 

500 

.011900 

84.03 

6.680 

24 
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1..50          375           .00892.')           112.05  7.566 

1.50          250           .00.5950           168.10  8.988 

1.50           175           .004165          240.10  10.575 

1.50          125           .002975          ;«6.14  12.100 

1.33          500           .011430            87.47  6.796 

1.33          375           .008574           116.60  7.688 

1.33          250           .00.5720           174.80  9.203 

1.33           175           .004001          249.92  10.752 

1.33           125           .002858          349.89  12.419 

1.25          .500           .011198            89.30  6.856 

1.25          375           .008399           119.07  7.756 

1.25          250           .005600           178.80  9.231 

1.25           175           .003919          255.14  10.752 

1.25           125           .002799          357.20  12.419 

1.00          500           .010396            96.20  7.079 

1.00          375           .007797           128.26  8.007 

1.00          2.50           .005200          192.40  9.340 

1.00           175           .003638          274.84  11.100 

1.00           125           .002599          384.78  12.822 

Similar  t:il)les  are  readil}'  ealculated  for  otlier  speeds  of  engine. 
In  any  case,  tire  speeds  and  the  relative  diameters  and  strokes  of 

piston  being  settled  upon,  for  any  type  or  style  of  engine,  the  de- 
signer can  very  easily  thus  deduce  a  series  of  dimensions  of  cylin- 
ders to  suit  liis  needs  or  his  views 

For  example:  Let  it  be  proposed  to  design  an  engine  of  350 
H.  P.,  net.  Then  the  indicated  ]io\ver  would  be,  allowing  an  effi- 
eienev  of  machine  E*  =  0.90, 

I.H.P.       '''       


■ 

■        0.9 

and  if  the  mean  presi 

sure  is 

taken  at 

P 
d  = 

-  11 ' 

1  +  log. 

^     _     Af\    IKo 

m    —    P 

/174.8  X  280Y 

—     —  4U 

? 

=  21.2 

5  X  d  = 

inches, 

28  inches 

and  calling  i 
nearly. 

inches. 

40          / 

^  =  l.3; 

or 

31/2 

feet, 

An  engine 

of  -iX 

inches 

diameter 

of  cylii 

ider.    and 

.'iay 

•^'1; 

feet 

stroke   of   pis 

ton,   m 

aking 

,,      250 
'    ~2.5r 

=  136    1 

eu,ln,u,n. 

]"■ 

I-    mil 

lute. 
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nearly 

:,  witli  a  iiieaii   invs^ure  of    Kl  pounds;,  should  tlius  give 

•.'80  ii 

iidieated  horse-power: 

J    ..    .,        2p„LAN    40  X  2.5  X  346.36  X  2  X  13G 

■      ■     ■         33,000                             33,000 

i 


=  284.00, 

and  the  right  size  of  engine  is  found. 

Referring  again  to  the  values  of  /*  given  aliove,  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  those  corresponding  to  the  value  b'  =  650,  or  to  V  = 
2oO^S  and  A'  =  125"\y,S',  correspond  to  low  speeds  of  ordinary 
engines,  or  to  high  speeds  of  jnimping  engines;  for  b'  =  1300,  or 
for  V  =  300-^ .S'  and  for  .V  =  125-^6',  to  fairly  high  speed  of  en- 
gine; while  those  for  b' =  2600,  or  for  7=1000-^5  and  N 
=  500-^ -S'.  correspond  to  the  highest  speeds  of  engines  for  electric 

hting,  for  locomotives,  and  for  torpedo  boats. 


Mi:  George  II.  Babcock. — The  elaborate  mathematical  formulae 
worked  out  in  this  paper  are  interesting,  and  doubtless  correct, 
though  I  find  some  difficulty  in  tracing  the  relations  of  some  of  the 
equations,  as  for  instance  those  at  the  foot  of  the  third  page  of  the 
paper,  and  at  the  head  of  the  fourth  page,  as  well  as  those  in  the 
last  paragarph,  which  latter  difficulty  I  flatter  myself  is  due  to 
typograpMcal  errors  rather  than  to  my  ignorance.  It  is  question- 
able, however,  if  all  this  figuring  is  needed  in  practical  work, 
"here  so  much  is  admittedly  left  to  judgment  based  on  experience. 

-Vs  the  author  remarks,  "general  experience  has  led  to  the 
fixing  of  the  proportions  of  the  engine  at  not  more  than  stroke  2 
and  diameter  1,  nor  less  than  equality  of  stroke  and  diameter," 
.111(1  he  adopts  this  proportion  as  the  basis  of  his  figures.  It  will 
1"  >een  also  that  he  has  to  assume  other  data  in  carrying  out  the 
calculations,  such  as  the  net  horse-power,  the  efficiency,  the  mean 
pressure,  and  approximately  the  speed,  as  "  slow,"  "  high,"  or 
"  medium."  Xow,  having  these  points  given  or  assumed,  it  would 
s<'fm  unnecessary  to  resort  to  logarithms  or  extract  the  seventh 
I' Hit  of  the  cube,  to  ascertain  the  dimensions  wanted. 

i-'or  instance,  I  recently  had  a  similar  problem  presented,  to 
proportion  an  engine  for  2.50  net  hoi-sc-po\ver,  the  conditions  being 
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Iiigh    steam    pressure    and    medium    speed.      I    therefor    made    the 
following  assumptions,  based  on  data  and  experience : 

1.  Stroke  =  11/2  diameters. 

2.  Average  pressure  =  48  lbs. 

3.  Efficiency  =  80  per  cent,  to  allow  ample  "  leeway." 

4.  Speed  ==  660  feet  per  minute,  approximate, 

then  I.H.P.  =  ^g~  =  300, 

33000  X  300        „^.,  ,     ., 

'''"^^  ~4^^r660-  =  -^^-^  =  '"''''^  °*  P'*^""' 

which  is  prai-tically  20  inches  diameter. 

Stroke  =  II/2  X  20  =  30  =  21/2  feet. 


Eev.      = 


132. 


2.5  X  2 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  arrived  at  practically  the  same  sizes  and 
proportions  as  the  author — allowing  for  difference  in  data  and 
assumptions — with  only  a  fraction  of  these  figures. 

Prof.  Jay  M.  Whitham. — The  paper  presented  by  Prof.  Thurs- 
ton is  of  great  interest  to  the  designer.  Even  if  the  formulae 
deduced  do  not  displace  the  well-known  methods  of  design,  they 
can  profitably  be  employed  to  check  the  results.  I  notice  that  the 
values  of  c  (the  ratio  between  the  length  of  stroke  of  piston  and 
diameter  of  the  cylinder),  as  given  in  the  paper,  though  covering 
all  other  types,  do  not  apply  to  marine  engines.  The  following 
table*  will  illustrate  tliis  point: 


I 


1 

2 

■ 

4        S 

6 

7 

S 

« 

H" 

12 

13 

14 

■1 

Marine  Engine  of 

1 

% 

■I. 

.111 

-ill 

J 

1 

1 

1 

r° 

b 

b' 

■3 

1 

11 
|JII 

Reference.  ■  1 

Horizontal.  Simple,  Condensing  Engines.                                               ■  1 

H.M.S.  Active 

S8          4130 

14.00 

... 

74      518 

0.4770341 

30 

''■''   Wv.^2t| 

H.M.S.  Devastation.. 

.«       ea37 

14.60 

3.25 

76.8  U 

0.4875337 

30 

"•«'   fe^;.^il 

H.M.S.  Inconstant... 

104.25    [7364 

72          5180 

15.53 

4 

74.5  ,596     0.4604;376 

::;:SMI 

H.M.S.  Invincible.... 

,5  26 

1 

1           1 

1  Fro.,v.2«X    1 

H.M.S.  Superb 

65 
116 

:; 

17.50 
15.79 

1.5 

100       500     0.4616368 
67      '536    10.4138338 

30 
30 

20.45   ;Kin«'8"WvS  I 
21.63    KinfVWar|  1 

H.M.S.  Volage 

«6m 

4.,n 

15  00 

175 

20.71    i/C^i'lm.  ?l 

15.37 

.77 

920 

30 

Pro.,  V.  25.       f 

577 
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l2i       3 

.]. 

6 

7 

sL^jS" 

12  1  13  1      14              15 

ail. 

,,„„.„...  Si  li 

r 

J 

1 

if 
11 

St-=e3    b 

1^'  : 

Reference. 

Ver<ieof,  Simple,  Condensing  Engin 


'l.500o[462| 
:1.500o|459!2 


Hudson !2:    48      I     14501   9.6216      I  75 

I  I  I  I 

Knickerbocker...  2;    44      \      860,6.79  6      i  66 

)|459;23(^n93 

Horizontal,  Compound,  Condensing  Engines. 

H..\l.i.  Carjsfort 3  ■  JllJ   }  230o|  18.70^.75107       588     0.3646!42o| 

H.M.S. Cleopatra 4  ',  l^    >  2611  23.40  2.50,107.9  540     0.4689398 

H.M.S.  Comus ;3  {2^.1]  2406  19. 56,2. 75  96.4  530     0.3M0378J 

H.M.S.Iria ,8  j  |:|i   j  7714  20.91 13         97     582     0.4800404J 

H.M.S.  Miranda I  2  I  }:||j  }  1020  24.29  |2       124.5  ,498     0.3855395 

H.M.S.  SateUite 2  |  };^|    J  1115  21.44  12.50  98.5  492    ,0.4839371 

l.S.S.  Miantoinoh....j4  |;;;||    J  ;1600  23.53;3.50  65      455     0.8750 


0  24.29  2       124.5  498  0 

5  21.44  2.50  98.5  492  .0 

0  23.53  3.50  65  455  0 

1 21. 55]  526  |0 


526    .0.4888381 


Vertical,  Compound,  Condensing  Engines. 

H.M.f.  Conqueror,...  3      Jlf^    |  4500  28.12  3 

H.M.S.  Curacoa 4  ||:^    1  2541  22.79  2.5  |104.9  524.5|0.4687j387 

H.M.S.  Northampton.  6      6-54       6010  19.38  3.25!  84       546    lo. 5106387 
French— Ad.  Duperre.  6  '  Jl5||  )  7397  16.74  3.03   77       505. 6;0. 3549 340 

Russian— .\sia ^  {  \^    )  1050  17  56  3.5 

H.i5sian— Zabiaca  ...    2  j  jlH    j  1470  31.82  3 

I  ( 1-30   )' 
~  -   Aberdeen 3    '  1-42    \ 

I  ll-™    ■ 

-  M- ;2!l!1i 

-  Parisian  3      '"^ 
-''™^'' i'*,\2-85 

^terUngCartle...'3'U::^ 
—Wanders. .. .  2  I  }l^ 


66      462     0.7000304 
92       554    io. 6102384 
65.5  589.50.7714 
69.75697.50.6667 
85      1850    .0.5000497 

V    \      ''■{      i 

j  85091 17.50  5.5  I  66.3  731.50.5180'414 
i  717  20  49  2.5 
'  20.57 


2086  17.38  4.5 


■4250:19.23  5 
'6020  15.30  5 


585     0.55133891951011: 


Eng." 
Edward's 
••Marine 

20.06    R.  U.S. Ins. 

Pro.,  V.  26. 
21.11    R.  U.S.  Ins. 

Pro..  V.  26. 
23.21    King's'War 

Ships." 
24.75    King's^^War 

Ships." 


King's^'War 
King's''War 


King's^'War 

Kmg's^'War 
Ships.' 

inffv.'S" 

ing'y^ia. 
[Engineer- 
ing T.  32. 

Engineer- 
ing V.  33. 
Engineer- 


This  table  is  divided  into  four  groups  representing,  respectively, 
M'lizontal  and  vertical,  simple  and  compound  marine  engines. 
I-  is  noticed  in  column  9  that  the  value  of  c  ranges  but  slightly 
itiier  way  from  0.5.  This  small  value  is  due  to  the  restrictions 
1-   to  space  allowed   for  the  machinery  of  a   steamer.     Even   with 
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the  most  recent  merchant  vessels  having  vertical,  inverted  com- 
pound engines,  c  is  usually  found  to  be  much  less  than  unity.  I 
would  recommend  a  value  of 

j  =  c  =  0.5 

a 

for  marine  engines,  as  conforming  to  existing  practice.  The  value 
of  a,  the  constant  in  the  fonnula 


V=a^Z  =  a'i^j 


is  from  column  10  of  the  table,  from  300  to  497,  so  that  the 
maximum  value  of  500,  as  assumed  by  Dr.  Thurston,  is  applicable 
to  marine  practice.    Also,  the  value  of  b  and  b'  will  apply. 

We  have,  from  column  5  of  the  table,  15.37  I.H.P.  developed  in 
horizontal,'  simple  marine  engines  for  each  cubic  foot  of  piston 
displacement  in  the  C3'linder;  8.20  for  simple,  vertical  engines; 
21.00  for  each  cubic  foot  of  space  in  the  large  cylinder  of  horizon- 
tal, compound  engines,  and  20.57  for  vertical,  compound  marine 
engines. 

Let  d,  I,  c  and  I.H.P.  denote  the  same  quantities  as  before,  then 

4(12)  ^(12)^  '"'""'''  ""^  '■>'^'"''f'''  "'  ''^'-  ^^-  =^:^  =4^  (12)  ^^ 

\Miere  A'  =  15.37  for  simple,  horizontal  marine  engines, 
=  8.20      •'         "         vertical  "  " 

=  21.55    •'    compound,  horizontal  marine  engines. 
=  20.57    '■  '■  vertical 

Whence,  reducing 

d  =  6.71  4/I.H.P.,  or  simple,  horizontal  marine  engines. 


d  =  5.61  j/ I.H.P.,.  or  simple,  vertical  marine  engines. 

d  =  5.93y  I.H.P.,  for  compound,  horizontal  marine  engines. 

d  =  5.79  y  I.H.P.,  for  compound,  vertical  marine  engines. 

I  =  0.5  d,  for  marine  engines. 

These  are  oifered  only  as  cltecl-  formula-,   as   representing  exist- 
ig  marine  practice. 
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THE    MECHA.XICAL    .•<JGXIFTCAXCE    OF    VTSCOSITY 
DETEUMIXATIOXS    OF    LUBEICAXTS. 


IMES  E.  DENTOS.  HOBOKEN, 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 


DfiiiXG  the  last  ten  years  leading  oil  manufacturers  and  deal- 
>is  have  introduced  the  practice  of  determining  a  propertj-  of  oils 
known   as   "viscosity,"  as   a  measure  of  quality,  not  included  in 

■     determinations     of    "flashing    point,"     specific    gravity,     and 

•  •Id  test,'"  which  had  previously  been  the  only  means  of  identi- 
>;ition  adopted. 

Instruments  for  determining  tliis  property  have  been  termed 
"  viscosimeters,"'"  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  have  consisted 
of  a  simple  reservoir  out  of  which  a  certain  volume  of  oil  is  per- 
mitted to  flow  through  a  small  orifice,  the  time  of  such  flow  in 
seconds  being  the  measure  of  viscosity. 

Fig.  103  represents  such  an  instrument  as  arranged  by  Mr.  G.  M. 
Saybolt,  who  has  systematized  its  nse  for  the  products  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  so  completely  that  determinations  of  vis- 
cosity made  by  him  never  vary  a  whole  second  with  the  same 
sample  of  oil. 

It  consists  of  a  bath  of  water,  in  which  is  held  the  vessel  A, 
which  is  capable  of  containing  four  ounces  of  oil.  The  lower  end  of 
this  vessel  has  an  outlet  0  about  V,6  inch  in  diameter,  so  adjusted 
as  to  be  as  completely  surrounded  by  the  water  bath  as  possible. 
A  small  piece  of  glass,  B,  is  set  into  the  lower  part  of  A  and  the 
Aiiter  bath  is  of  glass,  so  that  as  the  level  of  oil  falls,  it  finally 

■mes  into  view  at  B,  and  the  time  of  flow  of  the  oil  can  be  made 
I'l  terminate  at  the  instant  when  the  oil  reaches  a  line  drawn 
;i  loss  B.  The  vessel  A  is  filled  so  that  it  just  overflows  at  aa, 
iiid  the  temperature  of  the  water  bath  adjusted  by  condensing 
-    am   therein.     Simultaneously  a   stop  watch  is  started,   the  stop- 

I  at  0  is  withdrawn  and  the  time  noted  which  allows  the  oil  to 
■  irnp  to   the   mark   as   described.     The   interval   in   seconds,  or   vis- 


370 


VISCOSITY    DETERMINATIONS    OF    LUBRICANTS. 


cosily,  ol'  a  number  of  oils  on  this  instrument  is  given  in  column 
2  of  the  following  table. 

A  second  instrument  on  the  same  general  principle  as  that  of 
Mr.  Saybolt  is  tliat  of  Mr.  Davidson,  chemist  to  the  Chicago  and 
Northwestern  E.E.  Fig.  104  shows  it  to  consist  of  an  inner 
vessel  A  to  contain  the  oil  for  test,  and  a  surrounding  chamber 
BB,  connecting  with  the  auxiliary  annular  vessel  CC.  The  in- 
ner vessel  A  is  filled  with  oil  to  a  certain  level  indicated  in  the 
gauge  glass  D,  and  a  surplus  of  oil  placed  in  the  reservoir  E,  at 
the    top   of   the   instrument.      The    annulni'    chaiiibers    BB    and    CC 
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—  —  — ^W 
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n 

■^/3?ua  M 


<st^nl    da 


rificc'o,. 


it  commences. 


>f. 


iscosimeler  or 

J>fr.  GrMSovloU 
Fig.  103. 

are  then  filled  with  any  oil  capable  of  being  heated  to  500°   Fahr. 
and  a  lamp  applied  at  F. 

As  the  latter  heats  the  oil  in  the  jackets,  a  circulation  com- 
mences and  a  fairly  uniform  temperature  is  given  to  the  oil  in  the 
inner  chamber.  The  latter  is  then  allowed  to  flow  through  the 
orifice  0,  and  an  equal  flow  is  adjusted  from  the  surplus  in  E 
into  the  vessel  A,  so  that  the  level  of  the  oil  therein  is  unchanged, 
the  inflowing  oil  being  heated  to  the  same  temperature  as  that  in 
A  by  the  waste  heat  of  the  lamp.  When  steady  action  is  ob- 
tained, the  time  for  a  given  quantity  to  flow  is  determined  with  a 
stop   watch.     With   this   instrument   Mr.   Davidson   has   determined 
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the  viscosity  of  a  range  of  lubricants  intended  for  steam  cylinders 
up  to  350°  Fahr.,  being  the  first  to  make  determinations  above 
212°. 

Column  3  of  Table  I.  shows  the  results  of  the  use  of  this  in- 
strument with  the  same  oils  to  which  Mr.  Saybolt's  apparatus  was 
•ipplied. 

A  third  viscosimeter,  shown  in  Fig.   10.3,  is  an  entirely  different 


and  novel  design.  It  consists  of  a  cylindrical  vessel  A  in  a  proper 
litating  bath  and  fitted  with  a  piston  B.  This  vessel  being  filled 
with  oil,  the  piston  is  drawn  up  until  the  eye  c  in  its  rod  is  above 
the  level  of  the  cross-wire.  The  bath  being  at  the  proper  tem- 
perature, the  piston  is  released  and  begins  to  sink. 

When  the  eye  c  passes  the  upper  wire,  time  is  noted  with  a  stop 
watch,  and  the  latter  is  stopped  as  the  eye  passes  the  lower  wire. 
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This  interval  of  time  is  taken  as  tlie  measure  of  viscosity.  Both 
the  cylinder  and  the  piston  are  of  glass. 

The  piston  is  about  -/looo  inch  less  in  diameter  than  the  cylin- 
der. The  cylinder  is  made  with  all  the  accuracy  of  bore  that  the 
highest  optical  talent  can  afford.  This  apparatus  is  so  sensitive 
in  its  action  that  the  viscosity  of  illuminating  oils  can  be  dis- 
tinguished by  its  use. 

Its  designer,  Mr.  G.  H.  Perkins,  Supt.  of  the  Atlantic  Eefinery, 
Philadelphia,  is  a  profoundly  acute  student  of  the  physics  of  oils. 

He  has  successfully  applied  the  instrument  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  viscosity  of  all  varieties  of  oils,  and  the  writer  is  in- 
debted to  him  for  painstaking  co-operation  in  the  examination  of 
the  oils  under  notice. 

Column  -i  of  Table  I.  shows  the  results  obtained  with  the 
Perkins  Yiscosimeter. 

TABLE  I. 


Col.  2    I     Col.  3 


Col.  4 


'Heavy  cylinder  oil,  pure  petro. 
=MLxedoU{?0|j,;;^^fJ 

'Castor  oil 

4    «       «     /  70%  Petroleum 
\  30 f7c  Animal.  .. 

^MixedoiljIIK^'ii- 

'Lard 

'Tallow 

"Sperm. 

'Spindle  oil  paraffine 


346         138  523 

237  73  372 

210  j         71  :  356 

62  261 


165 

55 

79 

42 

40 

63 

35 

53 

31 

The  relative  values  of  the  oils,  though  not  identical  for  the 
different  instruments,  show  a  fairly  satisfactory  agreement  and 
the  discre])ancies  shown  arc  not  of  importaneo  for  the  following 
inquiry. 

The  oils  of  Table  I.  being  applied  to  lubricate  the  slide  of  an 
upright  condensing  engine,  44  ins.  diameter,  36  ins.  stroke,  making 
about  80  revolutions  witli  70  pounds  boiler  pressure,  with  90 
square  inches  of  area  in  the  crosshead  shoes  on  the  working  side 
of  the  slide,  gave  results  as  per  column  3  of  Table  II.,  the  slides 
being  at  a  temperature  of  167°  Fahrenheit. 


VISrosiTV    DKTKinilXATIONS    OF    LL'BRICAXTS. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  OILS. 

U,^,.,.,.    n:..unl-.  ,.l 

r  minute  Reciprocals  of  relative  viscosi- 
.1 "  cross-     tics  from  avcraec  of  columns 
aii;  black     5,  6,  and  7  in  Table  I. 

.l„le. 

IKavy  cylinder  oil,  pure  petroleum 

"-;«|'Sx„„:„.,." 

/, ''    7(1',  ivti-uinnu.v.;;:: 

'"■  "           M',  Animal 

1.0 

1      '^ 

1.8 
}              1.0 

J    ::: 

4.6 
4.6 
60.0 

1.0 
1.61 
1   66 
1  90 

\  %  Heavy  cylinder  oil . . 

2 .  50 

^Tallow 

*Sperm 

'Light  paraflSne,  spindle  oil 

5.00 
6.00 

.V  study  of  Table  II.  shows  no  uniform  relation  between  the 
ivhitive  quantities  of  oil  and  the  relative  viscosity  reciprocal,  but  it 
1-  very  evident,  nevertheless,  that  there  is  a  sufiBciently  direct 
iiiuuection  between  these  quantities  to  make  the  oils  of  greatest 
\  iscosity  the  most  economical  as  regards  the  amount  necessary 
I"  lie  supplied  in  order  to  maintain  a  minimum  amount  of  wear; 
("V   it  is  believed  that  the  circumstances  of  the  experiment  were 

h  that  the  quantities  of  oil  supplied  to  the  slide  corresponded 
ii  constant  thickness  of  layer  of  oil  or  a  constant  distance 
'  iueen  the  slide  and  the  shoe.  Eeasons  for  this  belief  are  as 
I  "I  lows:  The  slides  were  at  each  side  of  the  engine  and  of  the  rib 
I'Tm,  i.e.,  the  shoes  of  the  crosshead  on  each  side  received  the 
-lidc  between  them.  The  surfaces  of  the  slides  as  they  were  un- 
'n\cred  by  the  shoes  could  tlierefare  be  closely  observed  and  the 
iliiikness  of  oil  tested  by  wiping  the  surface  with  the  finger  suffi- 
■  untly  well  to  detect  considerable  variations  of  such  thickness. 
.\  1  >w,  as  the  supply  of  oil  No.  1,  Tables  I.  and ,  II.,  was  reduced 
below  the  normal  quantity  in  daily  use,  a  portion  of  the  slide  on 
one  side  of  the  engine  very  soon  became  heavily  streaked  with 
black  lather,  while  on  the  slide  on  the  other  side  of  the  engine  the 
oil  remained  clear.  But  on  the  latter  side  the  fact  of  the  presence 
of  a  reduced  thickness  of  the  layer  of  oil  was  very  apparent  by 
wiiiiiiir  with   the   fingers.      The  slide  which   bhickcned   was  therefore 
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exiiuiiued  with  a  microscope  and  found  to  contain  a  collection  of 
brass  specks  where  the  black  lather  first  showed  itself,  and  the 
roughening  which  had  occurred  when  this  brass  had  imbedded 
itself  was  still  slightly  present,  so  that  the  distance  between  the 
shoe  and  slide  at  this  spot  was  apparently  less  than  at  any  spot 
in  the  slide  which  showed  no  black  lather.  It  was  therefore  con- 
cluded that  if  the  supply  of  oil  to  the  brassy  slide  was  adjusted 
with  different  oils  so  that  the  black  lather  was  just  commencing 
to  appear,  the  distance  apart  of  the  shoe  and  slide  would  be  the 
same  with  each  oil.  The  figures  in  Table  II.  are  therefore  to  be 
compared    on    this    basis,    with    the    exception    of    the    spindle    oil. 


in 


f^tscosinieter 
of  CM.PerihvS,  of  FAihdelphia. 


i:,mtk,i  'hooo   xnA\ 


lelph 


Fig.  105. 


With  this  oil  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  n  black  lather  with  even 
sixty  times  the  amount  of  No.  1  oil,  and  it  is  therefore  thought 
that  for  this  oil  the  pressure  upon  the  slides  was  too  great  to  per- 
mit the  entrance  bf  the  fluid  under  the  slide  as  fast  as  was  neces- 
sary, and  that  the  majority  of  tlie  oil  used  flowed  over  the 
advancing  edge  of  the  erosshead  shoe.  The  pressure  per  square 
inch  of  surface  of  the  erosshead  shoe  was  upward  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds  per  square  inch,  which  is  from  two  to  three- 
times  that  of  the  -most  severe  modern  engine  practice,  such  as  the 
locomotive   and   high-speed   stationary    type.      The   engine   was  per- 
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forming  very  severe  service,  being  coupled  direct  to  a  steel  rail 
mill  turning  out  the  heaviest  line  of  rails.  The  load  had  been 
increased  bej'ond  that  for  which  the  engine  was  designed,  and 
Jience  the  abnormal  pressure  upon  the  crosshead  shoes.  Oil 
was  supplied  to  the  slide  from  a  vessel  placed  over  its  upper 
extremity  and  delivering  the  oil  into  a  cavity  in  the  top  of  the 
slide,  whence  it  trickled  down  the  three  faces  of  the  latter  rubbed 
by  the  crosshead.  Th?  oil  was  heated  to  the  temperature  of  the 
.  in>shead,  167°  Falir.,  before  leaving  the  vessel  by  conduction 
iKim  the  steam  cylinder.  The  rate  of  feeding  was  determined  by 
ratching  a  minute's  supply  in  a  bottle  held  under  the  stream  of 
oil.  and  then  weighing  the  contents  of  the  bottle. 

GEXKRAL    CONCLUSION. 

From  the  experiments  with  the  engine  slide  described,  it  ap- 
l»:irs  that  the  possible  saving  in  the  oil  consumption  necessary 
tnr  minimum  wearing  away  of  the  rubbing  surfaces,  dite  to  the  dif- 
iVrehce  in  viscosity,  proves  that  the  most  economical  lubricant  is 
the  oil  of  the  greatest  viscosity  which  will  permit  the  oil  to  be  fed, 
wherever  the  loss  of  power  in  friction  is  an  element  of  inferior 
importance,  as  is  the  case  in  all  heavy  machinery. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  John  F.  ^\"dcox. — The  last  instrument  described  in  the  paper, 
i  'Mt  of  Mr.  Perkins,  can  be  made  an  exceedingly  useful  little  in- 
rument  in  the  tool  room  for  any  person  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
living  oil  in  any  quantity,  but  in  the  shape  in  which  Prof.  Denton 
iia?  it,  it  is  necessary  to  observe  accurately  how  'long  it  takes  for 
ilir  piston  to  descend,  requiring  a  stop-watch  and  close  observation. 
I  lilt  every  man  has,  I  think,  the  means  of  making  a  determination 
-Mth  regard  to  the  relative  viscosity  of  the  oil.  We  have  done  it 
Inr  some  little  while  in  somewhat  the  same  manner  that  the  Pro- 
tV^sor  has.  The  instrument  used  by  Mr.  Perkins  can  readily  be 
adapted  by  attaching  a  pencil  to  the  upper  end  of  the  piston  rod. 
■Take  the  cj'linder  off  an  engine  indicator,  and  attach  it  to  the 
spindle  of  the  minute  hand  of  a  Waterbury  clock,  and  have  the 
descent  of  the  piston  graphically  described  upon  profile  paper 
instead  of  having  it  tabulated.  If  there  is  such  a  thing  as  maxi- 
mum viscosity  it  would  be  described  in  a  horizontal  line;  the 
minimum    or  zero   would   be   a   vertical    line.      The   passage   oC   the 
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oil  past  the  piston  is  approximately  uniform,  and  consequently  the 
line  is  straight  and  its  angle  with  the  horizontal  would  be  a  rela- 
tive index  of  its  viscosity,  which,  by  means  of  a  protractor,  could 
be  expressed  in  degrees  and  minutes  if  so  desired. 

A  grai^hic  demonstration  carries  an  impression  to  most  minds, 
and  can  be  more  easily  retained  by  the  memory  than  the  series 
of  tables  which  the  Professor  has  obtained.  When  the  oil  agent 
comes  in  with  his  samples,  he  can  be  sent  to  the  tool-room,  and 
the  keeper  can,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  determine  its  angle  of  vis- 
cosity without  a  stop-watch,  gauge  or  measure. 

Mr.  John  T.  Hawkins. — I  regret  that  the  author  of  this  paper 
is  not  present,  so  that  we  could  ask  him  some  questions  on  this 
subject.  I  think,  myself,  that  the  quality  described  as  viscosity, 
and  in  a  lubricant  particularly,  as  measured  by  its  flowing  through 
an  orifice,  does  not  necessarily  establish  a  value  as  a  lubricant, 
and  that  its  quality  as  a  lubricant  could  be  tested  by  other  means 
more  completely.  What  I  mean  by  that  is,  that  its  ability  to  flow 
at  a  given  temperature  through  an  orifice  does  not  necessarily 
measure  its  value  as  a  lubricant.  There  are  other  properties 
of  oils  which  could  be  measured  in  other  ways  which  this  means 
of  investigation  by  its  flow  through  an  orifice  would  not  describe 
or  determine  in  any  way. 

Prof.  Jas.  E.  Denton. — In  reply*  to  Mr.  Hawkins'  criticism, 
I  would  say:  The  general  conclusion  drawn  at  the  close  of  my 
paper  I  believe  to  be  thoroughly  consistent  with  all  knowledge 
thus  far  derived  from  any  and  all  definite  methods  of  testing  the 
lubricating  values  of  lubricants.  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  from 
Mr.  Hawkins  by  what  methods  of  testing  the  qualities  of  lubri- 
cants, such  as  are  considered  in  the  paper,  he  could  invalidate 
its  general  conclusion,  assuming  the  market  prices  of  oils  not  to 
vary  far  from  those  now  current. 

*  Author's  closure  under  the  rules. 
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CCLXXXVI. 
^.Y  ELECTRIC   SPEED   EECORDEE. 

BY  GEO.  H.  BABBCS,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

In  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Eckait,  at  the  Pliiladelphia  ileet- 

iiiir.*    (April,  1882,)   a  description  was  given  of  an  instrument  for 

..rding    speed    which    was    constructed    on    the    principle    of    the 

'Allograph.     Recent  experiments  of  the  writer  on  the  regulating 

■ilities  of  certain  steam-engine  governors  required  the  use  of  an 

instrument  of  similar  character,  and  an  apparatus  was  arranged  for 

i\\v  purpose  on  the  following  plan: 

I'he  apparatus  consists  essentially  of  an  instrument  similar  to  a 

M    ise   telegraph   register,  in  which   there   are   two   recording  pens, 

1  h    worked   independently   by   an   electro-magnet.      The   record   is 

made  upon  a  paper  ribton  which  is  moved  by  clockwork  at  a  speed 

(if  about  two  and  one-half  feet  per  minute.     The  magnets  are  oper- 

iited  by  the  alternate  making  and  brealdng  of  the  electric  circuits 

in   which  they   are  placed.     In  one   case  the   circuit   is   made   and 

'■Kiken  by  the  oscillating  movement  of  the  escapement  wheel  of  a 

k,  and  this  occurs  120  times  per  minute,  or  once  in  a  half-sec- 

:.     In  the  other  it  is  done  by  the  revolution  of  the  engine  shaft, 

AiuL-h  is  arranged  so  that  during  half  of  the  revolution  the  two  ends 

ni   the  circuit  are  in  contact,  while  during  the  remaining  half  the 

i  I  ruit  is  broken.     The  records  consist  of  two  lines  of  short  inden- 

Mnns  or  dashes,  made  in  the  paper  ribbon,  and  these   lines  are 

I  allel  to  each  other  and  five-eighths  of  an  inch  apart.     The  time 

■  id  is  made  up  of  dashes  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  long  and 

-eighth  of  an  inch  apart,  that  is,  about  one-quarter  of  an  inch 

111  center  to  center.     The  dashes  making  up  the  speed  record  are 

>ut  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  long,  and,  in  the  case  under  con- 

-    I  ration,   about   half   as   far   apart   as   those   of   the   time   record. 

\    -ample   of   one   of   the   records   is    reproduced    in   the   following 
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The  number  of  revolutions  which  take  place  during  any  desired 
period  of  time  is  determined  by  drawing  perpendicular  lines 
tlirough  the  centers  of  those  dashes  which  mark  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  interval,  and  counting  the  number  of  speed 
dashes  and  fractions  which  lie  between  these  lines.  The  record 
ajjpears  to  be  reliable  to  as  small  a  fraction  of  a  revolution  as  one- 
tenth. 

This  instrument  operated  satisfactorily  at  a  speed  of  300  revolu- 
tions per  minute.  To  show  the  utility  of  such  an  instrument,  the 
record  of  one  test  is  appended,  which  was  made  to  determine  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  governor  operated  when  the  engine  was 
first  attaining  its  normal  speed,  starting  from  a  state  of  rest,  the 
throttle  valve  being  wide  open  and  the  engine  carrying  simply  a 
friction  load.  The  first  part  of  the  record  shows  the  indications 
made  when  the  engine  was  working  at  normal  speed.  The  throttle 
valve  was  then  closed  for  a  time  to  allow  the  speed  to  become  re- 
duced ;  then  it  was  opened  wide  and  the  governor  allowed  to  take 
control.  The  record  shows  the  number  of  revolutions  made  for  in- 
tervals of  two  seconds  during  all  this  time : 


Time. 

No.  of  revolutions  in- 
dicated by  recorder. 

Difference  for  2  seconds. 

Remarlis. 

4.18.55 

802.4 

19.05 

845.9 

Av.  8.7 

15 

889.4 

Av.  8.7 

Throttle  shut  at  4. 19. 15. 

25 

926.2 

Av.  7.36 

27 

932.2 

6.       • 

29 

937.7 

5.5 

31 

942.7 

5. 

At  4.19.30  open  throttle 

33 

948.8 

6.1 

[wide. 

35 

956.2 

7.4 

37 

965 . 

8.8 

39 

973.7 

8.7 

41 

982.5 

8.8 

43 

991.3 

8.8 

45 

1000. 

8.7 

47 

1008  6 

8.6 

49 

1017  3 

8.7 

51 

1026.1 

8.8 

53 

1034.6 

8.5 

55 

1043.4 

8.8 

DISCUSSION. 

I'rof.  John  E.  Sweet.— 1  hope  Mr.  Barnis  will  be  induced  to 
apply  his  speed  recorder  to  the  various  high-speed  engines,  so 
that  we  may  know  something  more  about  the  actual  results  than 
uet  from  the  reports  of  the  builders.  We  all  claim  that  our 
•  mors  govern  with  perfect  accuracy,  and  some  of  us  work  very 
close.  Mr.  Barrus'  recorder  will  allow  a  variation  of  three  turns 
in  a  minute,  which  would  not  sound  vei-y  exact,  but  I  fancy  that 
with  even  that  limit  he  would  be  able  to  detect  the  variation  of 
niiy  of  the  engines  now  built.  The  trouble  is  that  the  ordinary 
iiiithod  of.  counting  does  not  give  any  record  at  all  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. It  may  give  the  same  number  of  turns  per  minute 
when  the  engine  is  doing  a  good  deal  of  work,  as  when  it  is  doing 
but  little  work,  while  the  speed  may  vary  very  largely  during 
small  intervals  of  time.  With  this  instrument  Mr.  Barrus  may 
be  able  to  detect  those  changes.  Prof.  Anthony  made  a  chrono- 
graph by  which  he  could  detect  very  much  smaller  errors  than 
can  be  done  by  Mr.  Barrus'  recording  instrument,  but  he  never 
npiilied  it  to  but  one  engine,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Mr.  Barrus. — I  would  say  that  if  this  instrument  is  in  opera- 
liuii  a  full  minute,  the  error  would  be  only  one-tenth  of  a  revolu- 
tion a  full  minute. 

Prof.  Sweet. — I  understood  it  one-tenth  of  a  revolution  in  a 
half  second. 

Mr.  Barrus. — One-tenth  of  a  revolution  in  a  full  minute,  or 
:iny  length  of  time  the  instrument  was  in  operation. 

Prof.  Sweet. — Suppose  you  wanted  to  determine  the  variation 
in  a  half  second.    That  is'really  what  we  want  to  determine. 

Mr.  Barrus. — It  would  not  be  accurate  with  so  small  a  varia- 
tion as  that. 
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CCLXXXVII. 

♦     .1    SHOUT    WAY   TO   KEEP   TIME  AND   COST. 

HENRY    I.EON    BINS8E,    NEWARK.    N.  J. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

At  several  meetings,  the  attention  of  the  Society  has  been  called 
to  some  excellent  systems  for  recording  the  costs  of  manufacture; 
but  the  writer  has  been  unable  to  use  any  one  of  these  systems  for 
Ins  own  work:  while  they  are  admirably  adapted  to  large  work- 
shops and  for  duplication,  they  take  too  much  clerical  labor  for 
works  engaged  in  the  construction  of  a  variety  of  single  macliines. 
As  an  example  of  this,  the  card  system  was  very  attractive;  but  a 
l^rief  trial  quickly  uncovered  the  fact  that  good  mechanics  are 
often  poor  clerks,  and  the  cards  were  turned  in  ill  spelt,  badly  writ- 
ten and  incomplete.  To  let  the  foreman  fill  out  the  cards  would 
take  too  much  of  his  time.  The  writer  was  satisfied  that  any 
records  made  by  the  men  themselves  were  unreliable,  because  the 
hands  did  not  like  the  task  of  thinking  and  writing;  and  they  gave 
Ijut  little  attention  to  accuracy,  in  their  hurry  to  get  the  cards  filled 
out.  ilen  will  describe  to  a  time-keeper  what  they  will  not  take 
the  trouble  to  write  down;  and  an  expert  time-keeper  must  often 
cross-question  to  extract  the  full  and  exact  facts. 

The  usual  way  to  keep  time  is  to  enter  the  work  of  each  man  at 
the  close  of  the  day  in  a  sort  of  day  book,  and  this  is  rewritten, 
charging  the  work  to  the  various  contracts.  This  involves  a  great 
deal  of  copying,  as  each  item  is  dealt  with  separately.  The  question 
of  keeping  cost  being  of  the  first  importance,  the  writer  hopes  that 
the  system  which  he  has  adopted  may  turn  out  to  be  as  useful  in 
the  work  of  other  engineers  as  he  has  found  it  to  be  for  his  own. 
This  system  was  devised  by  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Frith,  C.  E.,  now  with 
the  writer. 

In  its  essence,  it  consists  in  an  analysis  of  the  time,  made  by  the 
time-keeper  at  the  moment  when  he  takes  it  from  the  men;  so  that 
the  time  book  becomes  a  complete  record  of  every  man's  work, 
of  the  cost  of  the  contracts,  of  the  total  number  of  men  at  work  on 
€ach  contract,  and  of  the  wages  paid.     In  new  work  which  is  not 
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1(1  lio  (luplit-rtted,  the  t'xact  cost  of  wicli  item  is  seldom  reiiuirod. 
Yiiu  need  the  total  cost  of  the  work  and  that  of  its  principal  sub- 
(lixisions.  Kefen-ina'  now  to  the  plate,  you  will  notice  that  for 
i'\ri'y  iimn"s  naiiH'  cm  The  left  side  nf  the  sheet  there  ai'e  six  hori- 
ziiiual  lini's.  one  line  for  each  workinj^'  day  of  the  week.  The 
kind  of  work,  whether  slotting,  vise,  drilling,  or  whatever  it  may  be, 
I-    noted   in   the   first   square   to  the   right   of  these   names.      Then 

le  the  contracts,  Nos.  49,  47,  53,  and  so  on,  with  their  leading 

suliheads,  the  various  "specials"  being  still  farther  to  the  right. 
1  he  waae;-  paid  are  shown  at  the  extreme  right. 

Tlie  time-keeper,   on   his   rounds,   decides   once  for  all   to   which 

s id idi vision   the   work   belongs,   enters   the   time   in   its   square,   and 

iliere  is  no  copying  to  be  done.     At  the  end  of  the  week,  the  hours 

I   h    man   has   spent   on    eacli,   subhead   are  summed    up   and   their 

lie    in   money   entered   on   a  separate   sheet,   where   the   cost   and 

A.iiiht  of  the  raw  materials  are  kept. 

N'ow,  of  course,  this  way  admits  of  endless  variation.  By  making 
ihc  Remarks  column  wider,  the  time-keeper  can  note  down  exactly 
what  part  of  the  subdivision  the  man  was  working  upon.  Columns 
for  raw  materials  could  be  added;  and  by  ruling  seven  horizontal 
lines  to  each  man,  you  could  sum  up  the  weekly  cost.  It  is  obvious 
that  by  a  few  changes  the  record  may  be  made  as  complete  as  the 
circumstances  require,  if  it  be  inconvenient  to  have  the  paper 
ruled,  profile  paper  can  be  made  to  answer. 
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DISCUSSION. 

/'/■()/.  /•'.  U.  IIiiMiJii. — On  the  previous  page  is  a  form  of  time 
blank,  wliirli  has  lioen  worked  out  and  copyrighted  by  Mr.  E. 
Schalkenback  and  has  come  to  my  notice  recently.  Wliile  intended 
primarily  for  printers'  use,  yet  it  is  also  applicable  to  many  manu- 
facturing types  of  sliop.  It  explains  itself  so  comjiletely  that  no 
furtlier  presentation  of  it  seems  necessary. 

Mr.  L.  S.  Randolph. — The  author  of  this  paper  does  not  describe 
vei-y  fully  the  character  of  this  work  upon  which  his  time  system 
is  used;  but  judging  from  the  samples  shown,  I  cannot  help  but 
think  that  his  time  system  is  better  for  getting  the  total  time  on 
cacli  job  than  the  card  system. 

I  am  using  at  the  present  time  a  card  system,  which  was  sub- 
stituted for  a  system  very  much  like  the  one  described,  and  find 
it  very  satisfactory,  as  it  enables  me  to  obtain  accurate  detailed 
statements  of  the  labor  account. 

Below   is  the  form    of  our   time   ticket,   and   appended   hereto   is 

M.  p.  Form  1 1-20.000-4-88. 

TIME  TICKET— C.  &  P.  R.  R.  CO. 


Ml.  Savage,  Md.,. 


Rate,. 


No. 

No. 

Order  No. 

PIECE. 

WORK. 

of 
Hours. 

of 
Pieces. 

Correct 


.  Foreman. 


a    table   of  detailed   cost   of  each   operation.     The   lower   figures  in 
each  square  are  hours,  and  the  upper  figures  give  cost. 

We  have  very  little  trouble  with  defective  tickets,  not  over  one 
or  two  per  cent,  giving  us  any  trouble.  All  tickets  go  through 
the  foreman's  hands,  and  are  signed  with  his  initials.  This  takes 
about  fifteen  minutes  of  his  time,  never  more  than  twenty,  and 
gives  him  an  opportunity  of  noting  carefully  just  how  long  each 
man  takes  for  each  operation.  The  men  take  from  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes  per  day  for  making  out  tickets. 
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Mr.  11.  L.  Biusse. — lu  answer  to  Mr.  Kaudolph,*  1  would  say 
tliat  tlie  sj'stem  lias  been  used  in  a  shop  building  a  variety  of 
machines.  It  would  seem  that  Mr.  Randolph's  system  is  used 
hir  duplicate  work.     It  is  evident  that  his  cost  sheet  has  taken 

"iisiderable  labor,  but  in  a  shop  engaged  constantly  in  new  work 
I  his  clerical  labor  would  be  multiplied,  and  reach  an  amount  not 
justified  by  its  value.  Most  work-shops  need  the  total  cost  of 
■■ach  machine  and  its  principal  sub-division.  The  system  used 
by  me  gives  this  with  so  little  labor,  that  the  cost  of  each  job  can 
l)e  summed  up  at  the  end  of  the  week  in  an  hour's  time  without 

"pying   a    single   figure.      For   duplicate   work   the    system   would 

lied  change  to  adapt  it  to  each  shop;  and,  as  the  system  is  very 
'  i.istic,  it  can  be  made  to  serve  for  that  as  well  as  for  the  other. 
The  great  advantage  which  it  possesses  over  all  other  methods 
lamiliar  to  the  wi-iter  is  that  it  gives  a  complete  view  of  the  day's 
work,  the  number  of  men  engaged  on  each  job,  what  they  were 
doing,  as  well  as  their  rate  of  wages;  and  all  this  without  copying 
a  word.     It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that,  in  my  own  case,  I  have 

ilitained  a  more  comprehensive  view  of  my  work  than  I  ever  had 

i.fore,  with  one-tenth  the  labor. 

*Author's  closure  under  the  rules. 
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CCLXXXVIII. 
ESTLMAriXa    THE    COST    OF   FOUNDEY    WOEK. 

BY  GEO.  L.  FOWLEB,  NEW  YOBK  CITY. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

To  make  a  corvecl:  estimate  of  the  actual  cost  of  castings,  as  they 
leave  the  foundry,  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  difficult  of  the  duties 
which  devolve  upon  the  engineer  in  charge  of  any  manufacturing  es- 
tablishment. There  are  so  many  little  insinuating  expenses,  which 
can  only  be  determined  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  which  vary 
so  constantly,  that  many  managers  give  up  the  task  as  a  hopeless  one, 
make  a  rough  guess,  and  establish  an  error  at  the  very  basis  of  all 
their  calculations.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  open  an  account  with 
the  foundry,  and  after  six  months  or  a  year  to  foot  up  the  ex- 
penses for  wages,  iron,  fuel,  rent,  moulding  material,  and  all  of  the 
thousand  and  one  little  incidentals  which  will  come  up,  divide  the 
total  by  the  output  in  castings  in  pounds,  and  say  that  the  latter 
have  cost  two,  or  two  and  a  half,  or  three  cents  per  pound,  as  the 
case  may  be.  But  this  is  of  very  little  account.  Suppose  that  we 
attempt  to  sell  all  castings  at  a  constant  price,  and  make  a  fair 
profit  above  the  average  cost.  The  inevitable  result  will  be  that 
we  are  overcharging  one  class  of  customers  and  losing  money  with 
others.  One  piece  of  work  may  be  worth  twice  or  even  ten  times 
as  much  per  ton  as  its  neighbor,  and  yet  no  system  of  general 
averaging  will  point  it  out.  The  only  way,  then,  is  to  make  a  de- 
tailed estimate  of  each  heat,  and  ascertain  what  has  been  the  cost  of 
each  individual  casting  produced. 

It  will  be  attempted  in  this  paper  to  show,  briefly,  the  outline  of 
a  plan  which  the  writer  has  used  most  successfully  in  his  own  prac- 
tice. 

The  first  point  to  determine,  before  developing  any  system  of 
estimating,  is  the  basis  to  be  employed  about  which  all  of  the  ex- 
penses shall  cluster.  If  we  take  the  weight,  we  are  reduced  to  the 
old  method  of  averaging  all  expenses  at  a  certain  rate  per  pound. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  expense  of  moulding  is  the  basis 
upon    which    all    estimates    and    calculations    should    be    founded, 
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coupled   with   a   careful   consideration   of   weights,   and    the   cost   of 
iron  and  fuel. 

For  the  sake  of  comenienee,  we  may  divide  our  expenditures 
under  the  heads  of  the  cost  of  iron,  wages  to  moulders,  and  mould- 
ing materials,  as  sand,  blacking,  coal  dust,  etc.,  the  loss  of  iron 
conse(|uent  on  melting,  the  expense  of  superintendence  and  repairs, 
cost  of  cleaning,  helpers,  office  and  other  current  expenses,  and 
pattern-making.  The  first  step  is  to  arrange  the  outlay  under  these 
various  heads,  and  determine  in  what  relationship  they  stand  one 
to  another.  It  is  evident  that  the  price  of  a  piece  of  work  which 
costs  $2  per  ton  in  moulders'  wages  exerts  a  very  different  effect 
on  the  average  cost  of  the  output  from  one  costing  $10,  so 
that  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  determining  just  what  the 
actual  expense  of  moulding  each  individual  piece  may  be;  for,  as 
we  have  already  said,  this  is  the  principal  factor  in  all  of  our  calcu- 
lations. These  figures  should  be  obtainable  from  the  books  of  any 
well-regulated  establishment;  but  they  are  not  yet  arranged  so 
that  they  can  be  used  for  the  direct  purposes  of  an  estimate,  since 
there  should  be  a  rearrangement  and  modification  of  those  items 
which  can  in  any  way  exert  an  influence  upon  the  cost  of  any 
special  articles  which  may  be  under  consideration ;  whether  they  are 
dependent  upon  its  weight  or  are  in  direct  connection  with  the  ex- 
pense of  moulding  it.  A  heavy  casting  may  require  little  time  or 
expense  in  moulding  it,  and  a  light  one  a  great  deal;  therefore 
those  items  which  are  particularly  connected  with  the  weight  must 
be  separated  from  those  which  relate  to  wages.  We  then  formulate 
from  the  table  which  has  been  already  prepared  an  aixxiliary  account, 
comprising:  the  cost  of  melting;  a  certain  percentage  of  which  rises 
and  falls  with  the  expense  of  moulding,  and  is  independent  of 
weight;  a  business  factor,  including  maintenance  of  buildings,  sal- 
aries, interest,  etc.  This  latter  is  practically  constant,  though  its 
ratio  does  rise  and  fall  inversely  with  the  increase  and  decrease  of 
business.  All  of  the  expenses  of  the  'establishment  are  gathered 
around  these  two  heads,  namely:  weight  and  moulders'  wages. 
We  see  now  that  the  expenses  of  melting,  including  the  cost  of  the 
iron  and  fuel,  the  service  of  the  cupola,  the  clearing  up  of  the  drop, 
and  the  cleaning  of  the  castings,  are  items  directly  connected  with 
the  weight,  and  that  they  are  apt  to  vary,  per  pound,  inversely  with 
the  total  weight  of  castings  produced,  because  the  labor  of  prepar- 
ing and  serving  the  cupola  and  the  fuel  used  in  making  the  bed  is 
constant,  leaving  only  the  total  of  the  remaining  tolerably  constant 
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ratio  of  the  several  charges  to  bear  the  whole  expense.  Under  the 
domain  of  the  moulders'  wages  we  bring  all  of  the  other  expenses 
of  the  establishment.  It  may  be  true  that  there  are  some  expenses 
which  do  not  stand  in  a  direct,  actual  constant  ratio  to  the  wages  paid 
to  the  moulders,  but  the  variation  from  this  ratio  is  so  slight  that  no 
error  will  be  introduced  into  our  reckoning  if  we  assume  this  con- 
stancy to  be  perfect.  Thus  we  group  about  this  item  the  wages 
paid  the  helpers;  salaries  to  clerks,  expenses  for  superintendence, 
moulding  material,  etc.  This  latter  may  appear  to  be  misplaced  at 
first  sight,  but  careful  observation  has  convinced  the  writer  that  the 
ratio  is  nearly  constant.  For  those  heavy  and  cheaply-made  moulds, 
where  the  weight  runs  up  into  the  thousands,  take'  no  more  dressing, 
in  the  way  of  blackening,  facings,  etc.,  than  the  smaller  and  more 
elaborate  moulds  which  require  many  more  times  the  amount  of 
labor  per  hundred  pounds  than  the  heavier  ones. 

This  is  the  general  plan,  and  we  will  now  give  a  brief  elaboration 
of  the  details,  which  will  consist  of  obtaining  the  cost  of  the  iron 
and  the  ratios  existing  between  the  moulders'  wages  and  the  fol- 
lowini:  itrm-  nf  expense,  namely:  moulding  materials,  expense  of 
superiiiiriiihiirr,  Imsiness  expenses,  depreciation  of  property,  wages 
of  helpri>,  ami  iiattern-making. 

AYe  lia\e  now  grouped  all  of  the  expenses  of  the  establishment 
about  the  two  chief  heads,  moulders'  wages  and  the  weight,  to- 
which  they  bear  a  certain  ratio,  and  proceed  to  determine  the 
amounts  and  proportions  of  the  various  minor  items. 

First  taking  the  expense  of  ihelting,  we  tabulate  a  schedule  which 
will  show  the  amount  of  wood  used  in  starting  the  fire  and  heating 
the  ladles,  the  coke  and  coal  required  in  making  the  bed,  the  fire- 
brick and  clay,  expense  for  banking,  rounding  up,  and  charging. 
These  expenses  are,  or  ought  to  be,  nearly  constant  for  each  heat,  as 
all  of  the  items  mentioned  are  required  in  the  same  amount, 
whether  the  heats  be  heavy  or  light.  Add  then  the  cost  of  the 
iron  and  fuel  used,  and  the  expense  of  melting  for  a  given  heat  is 
obtained.  It  will  be  readily  understood  that,  given  the  expense  of 
preparation  and  the  amount  of  iron  melted,  with  the  ratio  of  the 
fuel  used  in  the  charging,  the  whole  melting  expense  per  ton  of 
eastings  is  ascertained  in  a  few  moments. 

To  determine  the  ratio  of  the  moulding  materials  to  the  wages 
of  the  moulders  requires  some  time — months  in  fact,  at  first;  but 
when  once  obtained  can  easily  be  kept  accurately  by  occasional  refer- 
ence to  the  books.     It  is  best,  when  starting  out  to  use  this  for- 
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inula,  to  refer  to  the  books  and  take  tire  ratio  existing  between  the 
amounts  paid  for  facings,  riddles,  etc.,  and  the  moulders"  wages  for 
two,  three  or  more  years,  and  adjust  it  from  time  to  time  by  refer- 
ence to  current  expenditures.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  only  way  prac- 
ticable witii  any  degree  of  convenience,  for  it  would  be  a  work  of 
too  great  detail  to  weigh  out  all  the  articles  actually  consumed,  and 
estimate  the  wear  and  depreciation  on  the  tools  for  each  heat.  The 
ratio  of  the  waste  of  iron  to  the  total  amount  melted  can  only  be 
detennined  by  experience,  and  no  absolute  rule  can  be  given  for  it, 
as  the  percentage  varies  with  every  cupola,  and  even  with  the  kind 
of  fuel  and  iron  used;  but  when  once  determined,  it  will  he  found 
to  remain  tolerably  constant,  and  may  be  verified  by  dividing  the 
weight  of  castings,  scrap,  sprues  and  shot  for  each  heat  by  the  total 
weight  of  iron  melted,  and  subtracting  the  quotient  from  one. 

We  have  now  to  deal  with  the  most  obscure  of  all  our  items 
of  expense.  It  is  that  incurred  by  interest  on  borrowed  capital, 
salaries  of  superintendents  and  clerks,  office  expenses,  taxes,  insur- 
ance, and,  with  the  rest,  that  bugbear  of  all  estimates — depreciation 
of  property.  The  total  of  all  of  the  items  but  the  last,  is  very 
easily  obtained,  while  the  last  must  be  carefully  estimated  with  due 
consideration  for  all  of  the  surroundings.  Wlien  this  is  done,  it  is 
best  to  make  a  studied  review  of  the  business  for  several  years, 
learn  what  has  been  done,  what  was  the  average  of  the  pay-roll  for 
brisk  times,  dull  times,  and  when  only  a  fair  or  medimn  business 
was  being  done.  Take  these  three  items  and  compare  them  with 
the  present  status,  and  the  probable  total  pay-roll  for  the  coming 
year:  this  will  give  a  ratio  or  percentage  to  be  ad(led  to  each  and 
every  dollar  paid  to  the  moulders,  and  should  be  of  course  incorpo- 
rated in  the  expense  of  casting.  To  be  sure  to  establish  this  ratio 
and  make  it  exact  is  a  work  which  should  be  thoroughly  done,  but 
when  once  accomplished,  it  should  be  in  such  shape  that  a  simple 
reference  to  our  pay-roll,  which  will  show  whether  we  are  doing  a 
brisk,  medium  or  a  dull  business,  will  determine  which  coefficient 
should  be  used  for  the  month.  Thus  far  the  assumption  has  been 
that  the  office  expenses  for  the  foundry  are  distinct;  but  where,  as 
is  almost  universally  the  case,  the  foundry  is  connected  with  a 
blacksmith  and  machine  shop,  with  possibly  other  departments 
care  should  be  taken  to  assign  to  the  foundry  only  that  portion  of, 
the  general  expenses  which  belongs  to  it. 

Finally  we  have  to  assign  to  its  proper  place  an  expense  which  the 
foundrv  must  pay  for,  and  which  is  usually  treated  as  a  separate 


394  ESTlitATIXG    THE    COST   OF   FOUXDEY    WORK. 

department.  I  refer  to  the  expenses  of  tlie  pattern  shop.  Where 
a  shop  is  doing  special  work,  this  expense  may  consist  of  the  re- 
pairs and  construction  of  patterns  for  the  various  machines  that  are 
built,  and  the  labor  and  material  therefor  may  be  directly  charged 
without  burdening  the  foundry  with  them.  But  in  most  cases, 
especially  in  small  works,  wliere  general  work  prevails,  where  pat- 
terns are  altered  and  made  to  serve  a  variety  of  purposes,  this  with 
the  expense  of  flask  repairs  must  be  put  upon  the  foundry. 
Again,  perhaps  at  the  same  time  with  this  general  work,  there  may 
be  a  class  of  foundry  work  where  the  moulding  is  done  by  machine 
and  no  expense  is  required  for  pattern  repairs,  and  none  should  be 
charged  to  it.  The  ratio  of  pattern  repairs  to  moulders'  wages  is 
then  really  easily  determined,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  foundry  is  to  pay  for  no  new  patterns,  but  simply  the  depre- 
ciation on  the  same. 

Having  now  tabulated  our  formula  and  established  our  ratios,  it 
only  remains  to  make  the  practical  application  thereof.  To  do 
this,  the  time-keeper  should  each  day  take  the  time  of  each  moulder, 
and  the  work  upon  which  he  has  been  engaged.  This  gives  the 
basis  to  start  upon.  Add  together  the  various  ratios  already  de- 
termined, multiply  by  the  wages  paid,  to  this  add  the  wages  and 
the  cost  of  the  iron  in  the  casting,  and  the  cost  of  that  casting  is 
known.  For  example,  suppose  that  forty  cents  is  paid  for  mould- 
ing a  grate  bar  weighing  100  lbs. ;  that  the  sum  of  the  several  ratios 
is  1.3,  and  that  the  cost  of  iron  and  fuel  has  been  one  cent  per 
pound  of  castings ;  then : 

Sum  of  all  ratios  muhiplied  by  the  moulders'  wages 4S 

Moulders'  wages .  .  . 40 

Cost  of  iron SI .  00 

Total  cost  of  the  grate  bar SI .  88 

It  must  be  remembered  by  those  who  are  disposed  to  criticise  the 
method  here  enunciated,  that  there  has  been  no  space  witliin  the 
limits  of  this  paper  for  any  elaboration  or  detail.  It  is  due  both  to 
myself  and  the  originator  of  the  plan,  Herr  A.  Messerschmidt,  of 
Essen,  Germany,  to  say  that  he  has  used  it  in  his  own  practice  for 
seventeen  years,  and  that,  though  my  own  experience  with  it  has 
been  for  a  shorter  time,  I  can  say  that  it  has  more  than  come  up  to 
my  expectations  for  accuracy  and  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be 
used.  By  adhering  to  its  principles,  several  unsuspected  leaks  have 
been   discovered  and   stopped,   and  it  has  been  possible   to  adjust 
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luici's  more  in  aecordauce  with  the  real  value  of  the  article  sold 
than  was  possible  before  the  plan  was  employed.  To  those  who 
may  object  to  its  elaborateness,  I  can  say  that  an  hour  to  an  liour 
and  a  half  suffices  to  work  out  the  details  of  a  heat  of  from  five  to 
seven  tons,  and  determine  the  cost  to  the  manufacturer  of  each  in- 
dividual casting  produced,  and  this  when  the  output  is  composed  of 
miscellaneous  job  castings;  and  that,  when  the  heat  is  entirely  on 
line  woik,  the  estimate  can  be  made  in  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
minutes. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  ir.  ir.  Diiigee. — As  a  contribution  to  the  subject  of  cost  of 
foundry  work,  I  would  say  tliat  for  several  years  I  was  employed 
as  superintendent  of  a  manufacturing  establishment  where  the 
casting  accounts  were  kept  under  headings,  as  per  the  accom- 
panying table,  which  represents  four  days'  work,  and  showed  that 
the  cost  of  casting  per  pound  varied  from  day  to  day  iu  this 
establishment.  The  work  consisted  of  bench  and  floor  moulding, 
the  heaviest  piece  of  the  latter  weighing  500  pounds. 

At  the  end  of  each  year  the  foundry  was  charged  with  its  pro- 
portion of  power,  superintendence,  oflace  expenses,  interest  on 
investment,  depreciation  of  plant,  etc. 

The  cost  included  cleaning  and  grindstone  work  on  eastings, 
and  putting  in  bins  ready  for  the  machine  shop : 
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Mr.  Thos.  D.  West. — It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  note 
the  presentation  of  such  a  paper  before  the  Society.  FoundrjTnen, 
as  a  rule,  are  certainly  working  much  in  the  dark  as  to  what  it  costs 
per  pound  to  manufacture  castings.  The  trade  is  about  as  badly 
off  for  intelligence  in  the  office  as  on  the  floor.  There  must  be 
intelligent  figuring  as  well  as  moulding  to  make  the  business  profit- 
able. I  could  step  into  almost  any  machinery  foundry  and  point 
(lut  work  which  is  costing  from  one  cent  to  ten  cents  per  pound 
more   to  make   it   than   is  being  allowed  or  paid   for   it.     JIachiue 
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shoiis  do  not  woi-k  this  way,  and  why  shoidd  a  foundry?  They 
figure  to  make  a  little,  or  at  least  come  out  even  on  every  job.  The 
present  plan  with  foundrymen  of  bidding  by  bulk  or  without  classi- 
fication is  ruining  the  business.  Mr.  Fowler's  able  paper  could 
well  be  put  in  the  hands  of  most  of  the  foundrymen,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  get  them  to  suspect  the  advisability  of  being 
informed  how  to  bid  on  work  intelligently. 

Mr.  J.  T.  llMokins. — I  find  on  the  second  page  that  Mr.  Fow- 
ler winds  up  the  items  among  which  the  expenditure  should  be 
divided  with  "  pattern  making."  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  include  that  in  the  cost  of  the  casting.  We  make 
many  castings  but  once  from  a  pattern,  while  other  patterns  we 
use  eight  or  ten  years  in  succession,  making  castings,  perhaps, 
every  day  from  them.  It  would  therefore  be  very  hard  to  deter- 
mine what  rate  the  \-alue  of  the  pattern  should  Ijcar  to  any  east- 
ing made  from  it. 

Prof.  J.  E.  Sweet. — Mr.  Fowler  ends  up  by  sa3'ing  that  he 
only  counts  keeping  the  patterns  in  repair,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
foundry  work. 

Mr.  Hairkins. — Tlie  paper  names  "  patfeni  making."  That  is 
w-hat  I  object  to. 

The  President. — In  tiie  establishment  of  Cramp  &  Sons  they 
have  no  foundry,  but  make  all  their  patterns,  employing  something 
like  si.xty  pattern  makers. 

Mr.  Folder.* — The  system  of  I'dimdiT  ac-tnints  presented  by 
Mr.  Dingee,  while  it  is  undiuihtcdly  hettei'  than  none,  is  precisely 
tliat  to  which  I  object.  It  gives  tlie  aveiage  cost  of  the  total  out- 
put, without  specifying  the  cost  of  any  individual  piece  of  work. 
This  may  be  all  very  well  for  shops  doing  line  work,  for  which 
one  standard  price  must  be  charged,  but  is  useless  for  the  job 
sliop  whose  castings  include  every  conceivable  thing  that  can  be 
made  out  of  iron.  The  only  way  in  which  accurate  and  just  prices 
can  be  given  is  to  Icnow  the  cost  of  each  article  produced,  and  only 
tliat  system  is  a  perfect  one  which  will  give  this  information. 

The  pattern  making,  which  I  include  as  one  of  the  items  of 
foundry  expense,  will  be  found  by  examination  of  the  paper  to 
include  only  pattern  repairs,  and  it  is  distinctly  stated  on  Page  5 
that  "'  the  foundry  is  to  pay  for  no  new  patterns."  The  patterns 
are  usually  inventoried  with  the  other  property,  and  should  not 
be  added  to  the  cost  of  the  castings. 

*Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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In  my  owu  experience  the  operation  of  the  system  was  about 
like  this:  When  we  were  estimating  on  a  piece  of  work  which  would 
cost  us  four  or  five  cents  per  i)ound  to  make,  our  price  was  neces- 
sarily such  that  we  almost  invariably  lost  the  job;  it  went  to  our 
•  ompetitors,  who  took  it  at  a  figure  at  which  we  would  have  lost 
money.  Then,  when  we  found  our  price  dropping  down  to  one 
and  a  half  or  two  cents  per  pound,  we  made  a  price  yielding  us 
a  good  profit,  yet  so  far  below  our  competitors  as  to  make  them 
tliink  that  we  were  wild,  and  we  secured  the  paying  contracts. 
Our  reputation  for  unaccountable  jumps  in  prices  was  a  little 
disagreeable,  but  we  loiew  what  we  were  doing;  the  foundry  was 
a  paying  institution  and  we  did  not  find  ourselves  saddled  with 
losing  contracts  of  which  the  ma'chine  shop  would  have  to  stand 
the  brunt.  In  short,  the  system  worked,  and  we  made  money  by 
its  use. 
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CCLXXXIX. 

.1  PERSISTEXT  FOEM  OF  GEAR  TOOTH. 

BY  J.  BIRKITT  WEBB,  HOBOKEN,  N.  .1. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Ix  discussing  the  subject  of  Friction  in  Tootiicil  Gearing  at  the' 
last  ]neeting  of  this  Society,*  I  proposed  the  following  pi-oblem: 
"Eequired  to  find  a  form  of  tootfh  which  will  preserve  its  shape  in 
spite  of  wear,  i.e.,  to  find  a  persistent  form  of  tooth,  if  sucli  there 
be,  tlic  number  of  pairs  of  teeth  in  actidu  at  once  being  tlie  same 
foi-  the  whole  of  the  arcs  of  contact."" 

The  discussion  of  a  problem  so  general  in  its  form  as  this  is 
requires  a  correspondingly  general  treatment,  and  therefore  the 
method  by  which  the  wear  was  calculated  for  involute  teeth  (see 
the  discussion.  Fig.  i)0,  and  accompanying  analysis)  is  not  adapted 
to  the  purpose  of  such  an  inquiry,  being  applicable  to  involute 
teeth  only.  The  object  of  this  paper  will  therefore  be  to  de- 
velop a  formula  for  the  wear  of  teeth,  applicable  to  all  possible 
forms  of  the  same,  and  the  equations  of  condition  for  a  persistent 
form  of  tooth.  The  limits  assigned  will,  however,  preclude  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  equations,  and,  therefore,  a  complete  solution  of  the- 
problem;  we  shall,  however,  show  that  the  eijuations  produced 
will  apply  to  both  involute  and  cyeloidal  teeth. 

In  Fig.  106  let  A  be  the  radius  of  the  driver  and  B  tliat  of  the 
driven  wheel;  these  radii  should  properly  be  supposed  measured 
fi'orn  C  to  0'  and  C  to  0"  respectively,  and  not  from  the  centres 
toward  the  circumferences,  and  we  have  chosen  an  internal  gear 
for  the  driver,  so  that  both  radii  may  be  plus.  Let  C  be  the 
point  of  contact  of  the  iiitcli  civclos  and  c  that  of  the  tooth  surfaces 
of  which  ca  is  a  dillViciitial  cli'inciit  of  (lie  di'iving  tooth  and  cb  an 
element  of  the  driven  idnih.  Let  (".  ('"  and  C"  be  correspond- 
ing points  on  A,  B  and  their  tangent  through  C  such  that  when 
the  tooth  elements  ca  and  c&  have  slidden  over  each  other  so  as  to- 
bring  a  and  h  together,  these  points  will  arrive  at  C  and  become 
coincident. 
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The  necessary  and  sufficient  condition  for  two  elements  of  tooth 
surfaces  that  shall  work  together  and  maintain  the  constant 
\x-locity  ratio  A  -h  jS  is  that  the  common  normal  to  the  surfaces 
at  their  point  of  contact,  c,  shall  pass  through  the  contact  point  of 
I  he  pitch  circles,  C.  This  normal,  A  =  cC,  consists  of  two  coinci- 
"Icnt  normals,  one  on  the  driver  and  one  on  the  driven  wheel;  the 
'(insecutive  normal  to  the  former  is  aC  and  to  the  latter  bC",  and 
ihese  will  become  coincident  when  a  and  b  come  in  contact. 

To  obtain  expressions  for  the  lengths  ac  and  be  of  the  elements 
corresponding  to  the  element  dt  of  the  tangent,  we  will  suppose  the 


Fig.  106. 
two  coincident  As  to  move  first  into  the  parallel  position  dC " , 
with  the  necessary  increase  of  length  dX  =  cos  6  dt,  thus  describ- 
ing the  paths  cd  =  sin  6  dt  on  both  wheels ;  second  we  will  suppose 
A  to  revolve  through  the  angle  d6  and  to  describe,  therefore,  the 
duplicate  paths  de  =  \  dO;  finally  we  will  suppose  the  tangent  ele- 
ment dt  to  be  bent  up  to  fit  the  circumferences  so  as  to  bring  the 
A's  into  their  final  positions  and  thus  complete  the  generation  of 
the  two  tooth-elements.  When  the  tangent  element  is  bent  to  fit 
the  driver,  one  A  will  be  carried  from  the  position  eC  "  to  its  final 
position  aC",  and  when  the  element  is  bent  to  fit  the  driven  wheel 
tliat    A    will    be    carried    from    eC"    to    bC",   the    respective    angles 
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tlirough  whicli  the  As  will  be  revohed  by  the  bending  being  da  = 
clt  -i-  A,  and  d^  =  dt-^  B. 

We  have  then  for  the  lengths  of  the  tooth-elements, 

ca  =  cd  -f  de  —  ea  =  sin  6  dt  -^  X  dB  —  \  da, 

ch  =  cd  -f  de  —  eh  =  sin  6  dt  +  \  dd  —  X  d(i, 

and  for  the  sliding  between  the  same 

ca  —  cb  =  X  (dji  —  da) 

If  Q  is  the  pressure  along  the  tangent  whicli  would  exist  between 
two  tooth  surfaces  at  ('  at  right  angles  to  the  tangent,  then  the 
pressure  P  at  c  will  be 

P  =  Q  ^  cos  e. 

The  normal  depth  of  wear  being  proportional  to  the  sliding  mul- 
tiplied by  the  pressure  and  inversely  proportional  to  the  surface 
over  which  the  wear  is  distributed,  we  shall  have 

dW  =  m'  ^^  -. ^(^/^-^^) 

cos6'  smd  dt  +  A  d6\  -  da 

dn"  =  m"  -^, Mdft-da) 

cos (9  &\nd  dt  +  XcW  -  A  d(i 

where  the  normal  wear  is  represented  by  dn  and  where  m'  and 
m"  are  constants  depending  on  the  ability  of  the  material  to  resist 
wear ;  if  this  is  the  same  for  both  wheels  m"  =  m! . 

If  the  form  of  the  tooth  is  not  to  be  changed  by  the  wear,  then 
the  wear  at  any  point,  measured  not  in  the  normal  direction  but 
perpendicular  to  the  radius  of  the  wheel  through  the  point,  must 
be  proportional  to  the  length  of  the  radius  out  to  the  point.  Such 
wear  will  result  simply  in  slightly  rotating  the  face  of  the  tooth 
about  the  center  of  the  wheel,  and  will  require  that  the  normal 
wear  shall  be  proportional  to  the  perpendieidar  from  the  center 
upon  the  normal;  this  gives 

dn'   :  A  cos  6  and 

dn"  :  B  cos  6,  or 
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da" 

=  fOllstiUlt 

COS  6 

We   may   now   wi-itc   the 'complete   ciiuatiniis   expressiiij'-   tli 

■   rcla- 

ions  necessary  for  tlie  wear  which  will  not  change  the  form 
eeth : 

of  the 

Constant.-  ^^^,-  m  .^^e  sinJi  t  XdO-Xda 

r,,.,,,,  .  cln"               Q A(rf/J-rf.) 

■eos  0  siu  0  dt  +  \d0—\  dfS 

To  put  these  expressions  in  a  simpler  form,  we  eliminate  da,  d^ 
and  dt  by  means  of  the  values  already  given  for  da,  dfi  and  d\,  at 
the  same  time  putting  for  brevity  y  =  sin  6  and  including  all  the 
constant  quantities,    Q,  m' ,  etc.,  under  the  two  quantities,  M'  and 


M".    Thus  we 

get 

1                      1 

1 

A   ^  d\       A 

-  Ji' 

1                    1 

1 

1  -  2/'  ■  .'/    ^  dy         1 
X    +   flA    ~  77 

-  JZ" 

Clearing  of 

fractions  these  become 

dy         y           1             3r 
dX    +   X          A          1  -  f 

=  0, 

dy         y          1             i)7" 
dX-^J         B         l-f 

=  0, 

which  are  respectiAcly  the  equatiims  of  condition  for  a  persistent 
form  of  tooth  on  the  wheels  A  and  B.  If  such  a  relation  between 
A  and  6  is  practicable,  then  that  fonn  of  tooth  will  be  a  persistent 
form;  but,  having  reached  the  limit  proposed  for  the  present  paper, 
we  shall  conclude  it  by  showing,  as  a  check  on  these  equations, 
how  they  cover  both  epicycloidal  and  involute  forms,  and  reserve 
further  dir^eussion  of  them  for  the  future. 
For  epicycloidal  teeth  on  A, 

A  =  -ZAy  and 
d\  =  -ZA  dy. 
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SO  tliat  y -f- A  and  dy -^  dk  are  both  constauts  aud  the  equation 
of  condition  for  A  reduces  to 

W 

Constant  =  , -' 

1—y- 

which  is  impossible  because  y  is  a  variable.  For  large  wheels, 
however,  1  —  y^  will  vary  \ery  little,  so  that  this  form  of  tooth  nearly 
satisfies  the  equation. 

For  involute  teeth  on  A  the  angle  6  and,  consequently,  y  are  con- 
stant and  dy  =  0,  which  reduces  the  equation  of  condition  to 

Constant 

=  constant, 

which  is  impossible  because  A.  varies,  and  as  X.  varies  considerably, 
this  form  of  tooth  is  far  from  satisfying  the  equation  of  condition 
as  shown  in  the  discussion  at  the  last  meeting. 
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ccxc. 

PLEA    FOU   THE  PRINTING  PRESS  IN  MECflANICAL- 
EXGINEERING  SCHOOLS. 


Coeval  ami  contemporary  with  the  steam  engine,  tlie  printing 
press  made  its  advent  and  has  been  developed;  and  the  world  is 
to-day  indebted  to  the  latter,  for  the  progress  made  during  this  cen- 
tury, if  not  in  an  equal  degree  with,  at  least  second  only  to,  the 
liirnicr.  The  steam  engine  and  the  printing  press  have  long  been 
\\v\i\  uj)  as  the  two  great  civilizers,  as  the  two  fields  of  human 
clfort,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  the  extraordinary  progress  made 
in  human  alfairs  in  tlie  nineteenth  century  is  principally  due. 
With  these,  the  plow,  the  loom,  the  cotton  gin,  etc.,  have  been 
1  .K  h,  in  a  lesser  degree,  compared;  and  in  later  years  electricity, 
III  its  manifold  applications,  has  come  to  exceed  in  importance  any 
ot  tlie  results  of  man's  ingenuity,  except,  possibly,  the  first  two.  It 
will  probably  be  nothing  to  the  disparagement  of  electricity  to 
place  it  third  in  the  catalogue  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
human  progress,  with  the  possible  potency  and  promise  that  in  the 
near  future  it  may  attain  to  the  front  rank. 

In  the  mechanical-engineering  courses  of  our  technical  schools, 
the  steam  engine,  while  to  some  extent  a  specialty,  is  made 
a  somewhat  broad  and  general  field  of  mechanical  study,  and  is 
very  properly  given  great  prominence;  and  involving,  as  it  does, 
the  application  of  the  important  study  of  thermodynamics,  it  is 
doubtful  if  electricity  and  its  application  can  ever  equal  it  in  im- 
portance. In  later  years,  with  the  extraordinary  advancement  made 
in  the  latter  science,  it  has  received  more  marked  attention  and  a 
more  prominent  place  in  the  curriculum  of  the  mechanical  engineer, 
as  its  importance  deserves,  as  well  as  coming  to  the  higher  level  of 
constituting  a  general  course  of  study  and  furnishing  a  separate  de- 
gree for  the  mechanical  engineer.  Of  course,  among  the  vast  variety 
of  special  fields  of  mechanical  study,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that, 
in  the  college  course,  any  particular  attention  can  be  given  to  more 
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tlian  a  very  few  of  tlie  most  prominent  subjects;  and  we  very  proji- 
erly  find  among  tlieni  the  steam  engine  and  other  motors,  electri- 
city and  its  appliances,  and  such  as  hoisting  and  pumping  machin- 
ery, textile  machinerj',  machinery  of  transmission,  etc.,  a  special 
study  of  wliicli  constitutes  more  or  less  a  part  of  the  curriculum. 
But  in  no  single  instance  can  the  writer  find  any  indication,  in 
printed  courses  of  study  or  by  any  other  means,  that  the  printing 
machine,  with  all  its  prominence  in  the  mechanical  world  and  its 
importance  as  a  principal  factor  in  the  progress  of  civilization,  has 
ever  received  any  greater  attention  in  our  schools  than  is  involved 
in  the  study  of  fundamental  and  general  mechanical  and  engineer- 
ing subjects  applicable  to  it;  and  perhaps  most  astonishing,  he  fails 
to  find  the  printing  press  once  mentioned  in  the  registers,  or  cata- 
logues, of  the  four  of  our  best  technical  schools,  in  connection  with 
the  study  of  mechanical  engineering,  which  he  has  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  consult. 

Taking  the  registers,  or  catalogues,  of  these  four  schools,  the 
writer  finds  the  following  special  studies  named  and  conditions 
affecting  this  subject: 

First — Stevexs  Institute  of  Techxologt. 

Among  tr\f-lMi(ik~  of  special  subjects,  we  find:  "Barr  ort  Boil- 
ers," "Heniiiiwiiy  mi  tlio  Indicator." 

In  the  ciuii-^c  (if  instruction:  third  year,  first  term — construction 
of  valve  gears  and  link  motions;  second  term — mechanism  of  en- 
gine, boilers,  steam  indicators,  foundations,  boilers;  third  term — 
machine  design,  boilers,  hydraulics ;  fourth  year ,  second  term — 
steam  engines,  hydraulic  motors,  including  the  turbine. 

Among  books  of  reference  are:  "Proportions  of  Steam  Engines," 
'•Work-shop  Appliances,"  "'Steam  Boilers,"  ''Steam  Engines," 
"Lowell  Hydraulic  Experiments,"  "Manual  of  Marine  Engineer- 
ing," "Manual  for  Eailroad  Engineers,"  "The  Windmill,"  etc. 

Tiie  inspection  tour  of  Class  of  '87  includes  the  following:  Iron 
and  zinc  works,  machine-tool  works,  locomotive  works,  shipyards, 
automatic  screw  machinery,  manufacture  of  repeating  rifles,  heat- 
ing and  ventilation,  turbine  wheels,  paper  mills,  inspirator  manu- 
facture, pumping  engines,  sewing  machines,  city  water  supplies, 
cotton  mills,  etc.  And,  as  though  printing-press  works  contained 
some  deadly  miasma,  which  could  not  be  safely  approached,  the 
latest  attempt  at  setting  type  by  machinery  was  ventured  iipon  as 
being  as  near  as  was  advisable  to  get  to  it;  but  with  this  exception, 
printing  or  printing  machinery  is  not  even  suggested. 
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Out  of  two  liundred  and  forty-two  alumni,  the  subjects  of  whose 
theses  and  present  occupation  are  in  nearly  all  cases  given,  not  a 
single  thesis  has  the  remotest  connection  with  printing  machinery, 
while  but  one  is  now  engaged  therewith,  and  this  gentleman's 
graduating  thesis  was  upon  the  subject  of  "Petroleum  Illumination." 

Second— Massachusetts  Ixstitute  of  Techxology. 

Special  studies  mentioned  in  the  courses:  second  year,  second 
term — mechanism  of  shop  macliinery;  tliird  year,  first  term — slide 
\alve,  link  motion;  third  year,  second  term — steam  engineering; 
fourth  year,  first  term — hydraulics,  engine-Iatlie  work;  options — 
marine  engineering,  locomotive  construction,  mill  engineering; 
fourth  year,  second  term — liydraulic  engineering;  options — marine 
iiigineering,  locomotive  construction,  mill  engineering. 

Under  '"Methods  and  Apparatus  of  Instruction,"  we  find,  during 
tlic  last  school  year,  a  series  of  lectures  on  the  following  subjects: 
The  Indicator,  The  Locomotive,  Shop  Management,  Xaval  Archi- 
tecture, and  Cylinder  Condensation. 

In  the  laboratory  of  mechanical  engineering,  we  find  three  steam 
engines,  five  boilers,  a  steam  pump,  a  turbine  wheel;  cotton  ma- 
rhinery,  consisting  of  a  card,  drawing  frame,  speeder,  fly  frame, 
ring  frame,  mule  and  a  number  of  looms;  apparatus  for  testing  in- 
jectors, etc. 

Among  graduates  from  this  institute  from  1868  to  1887  inclusive, 
there  are  chief  and  assistant  engineers  of  railroads,  chief  engineers 
of  water  works,  builders  and  superintendents  and  chief  draughtsmen 
of  steam  pump  works,  superintendents  of  iron  and  steel  works, 
cotton  mills,  tool  works,  sugar  refineries,  wire  works,  slate  works, 
railroad-car  works,  ice-machine  manufactories,  paper  mills,  petro- 
Ifiim  refineries,  scale  works,  steam-gauge  and  valve  companies,, 
\iuuum-brake  works,  marble  works,  thread  and  twine  companies, 
wall-paper  manufactories,  nail  works,  wood-working  macliinerj-, 
etc. ;  while  not  a  single  one  in  any  way  connected  with  the  "art 
preservative  of  arts  "'  or  the  construction  of  machinery  for  it. 

Under  the  titles  of  fifty-eight  theses  of  successful  candidates  for 
^•gree  of  bachelor  of  science,  for  1887,  not  a  single  one  has  the  re- 
motest connection  with  the  printing  machine. 

Third — Corxell  Uxiversity  : 

Page  78:  "The  closing  work  of  the  course  consists  of  the  study 
liy  text-book  and  lecture,  of  the  theory  of  the  steam  engine,  and 
Mlher  motors." 

Of   graduate   courses    (page  81),   we   find:    "Electrical   Engineer- 
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ing,  Alarine  Engineering,  Mining  Engineering,  Steam  Engineer- 
ing." And  among  nine  stricth-  mechanical-engineering  theses  of 
distinguished  excellence,  for  1887,  not  a  single  one  has  the  slightest 
hint  of  the  printing  press. 

Page  106:  "Steam  engines  and  other  motors,  thermodynamics 
and  the  theorj^  of  the  steam  and  other  heating  engines,  structure 
and  operation  of  engines,  steam  generators,  etc." 

Page  118:  "Senior  3'ear:  Steam  engine  and  other  motors,  for 
both  fall  and  winter  terms." 

Fourth — Lehigh  TJxivebsitt  : 

Page  58 :  "During  the  course  there  are  frequent  visits  of  in- 
spection to  engineering  works,  both  in  and  out  of  town,  with  spe- 
cial references  to  such  subjects  as  machine  elements,  prime  movers, 
machinery  for  lifting,  handling,  and  transporting,  and  machinery 
for  changing  the  size  and  form  of  materials." 

Page  61 :  First  term — boilers — strength,  construction,  and  wear 
and  tear  of  boilers. 

Page  62 :  Second  term — machinery  of  transmission,  senior  class, 
first  term — link  and  valve  motions,  quick  return  motions,  parallel 
motions,  hoisting  machinery,  accumulators,  cranes  and  locomotives; 
second  term — pumps,  pumping  engines,  blowing  engines,  com- 
pressors and  fans,  machine  design,  calculating  and  working  draw- 
ings for  the  following  machines:  drilling,  shaping,  milling,  shear- 
ing and  punching  machines,  holsters,  pumps,  and  stone-breakers. 

Among  seventeen  theses  by  the  graduating  class  of  '87,  of  a 
strictly  mechanical-engineering  character,  but  one  bears  the  least 
relationship  to  printing  machinery,  and  that  exceedingly  remote, 
viz.,  design  of  machine  for  binding  books. 

Among  the  list  of  graduates  as  mechanical  engineers  from  1869' 
to  1887,  ranging  among  special  professions  similar  to  those  men- 
tioned for  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  there  is  not 
a  single  mention  of  one  in  any  way  connected  with  printing 
machinery. 

The  printing  machine  of  to-day  certainly  deserves  a  higher  place 
in  our  schools,  as  a  specialty  in  applied  mechanics,  than  is  indi- 
cated by  the  foregoing;  and  it  may  reasonably  be  assumed  that  such 
a  total  absence  of  anything  like  attention  to  this  branch  of  the 
mechanic  arts  in  the  school  courses  accounts  for  the  rather  astonish- 
ing fact  that,  in  the  long  list  of  graduates  from  the  four  schools 
mentioned,  but  one  appears  as  having  entered  this  field,  even  in  the 
remotest  connection. 
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The  writer  has  recently  been  in  reieipt  of  a  very  commendable 
circular  from  one  of  the  colleges  named  above,  inviting  machine 
manufacturers  to  find  places  for  young  graduates,  as  a  means  of 
starting  them  in  their  particular  line;  and  he  will  say  that  if  any 
of  the  eighty-eight  graduates  of  this  school  were  as  well  fitted  to 
make  a  beginning  at  the  manufacturing  of  printing  machinery  as 
the  records  and  printed  courses  of  the  schools  show  them  to  be  in 
other  special  branches — some  of  them  of  vastly  less  importance — it 
would  be  much  easier  for  him  to  comply  than  it  now  is. 

Xow,  while  the  writer  would  not  counsel  the  abandonment  of 
any  of  the  above-quoted  specialties  of  mechanical  engineering  to 
give  place  to  the  printing  machine,  it  would  seem,  in  view  of  the 
acknowledged  comparative  importance  of  the  latter,  that  it  shoidd 
iiiive  a  place  among  them,  even  at  the  expense  of  a  portion  of  the 
time  devoted  to  some  of  them,  and  possibly  (bearing  in  mind  that, 
in  the  time  allowed,  the  total  quantity  of  this  kind  of  study  must 
lucessarily  be  limited)  to  the  exclusion  of  some  of  the  least  impor- 
tant. 

The  writer  feels — and  his  experience  sustains  him  in  it — that  the 
printing  press  has  received  too  little  special  consideration  or  study 
at  the  hands  of  our  professors  and  instructors  in  mechanical  engi- 
neering; and  that,  with  greater  attention  given,  and  more  importance 
attached  to  it,  they  would  be  likely  to  open  up  an  extensive  field 
which  the  graduate  may  profitably  enter,  and  from  which  he  is  now 
in  a  great  degree,  excluded,  for  the  reason  that  the  printing  press, 
as  one  of  the  most  prominent  specialties  in  mechanical  engineer- 
ing, is  given  little,  if  any,  more  attention  at  school  than  is  involved 
in  the  study  of  the  more  abstract  subjects  which  he  may  subse- 
quently apply  to  it,  if  opportunity  offers. 

A  graduate,  entering  an  establishment  in  which  steam,  electric, 
hydraulic  and  textile  machinery,  or  even  such  as  hoisting,  crush- 
ing, and  grinding  machines  and  machine  tools  are  produced,  has 
the  advantage  of  already  having  some  knowledge  of  what  may  be 
called  the  technics  of  the  particular  branch  he  has  adopted;  but  the 
]iiinting-press  manufacturer  finds  none  so  well  prepared  to  com- 
mence in  his  field,  because  of  the  lack  of  consideration  given  it  as 
a  special  study,  while  probably  a  more  important  branch  and  in- 
volving the  refinements  of  mechanical  study  more  than  any  above- 
mentioned,  with  the  exception  of  the  steam  engine  and  electricity. 
The  writer  belives  that  the  manufacturer  of  printing  machinery, 
in    common    with    the    voung   mechanical-engineer    graduate,    suffers 
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to-day  because  of  the  above  facts,  and  that  the  printing  press  is 
losing  mucli  of  the  talent  fostered  and  acquirements  gained  in  our 
best  mechanical  schools,  because  of  the  comparatively  cold  shoulder 
it  receives  as  a  desirable  branch  of  special  study  by  them. 

The  writer  hopes  that  his  friends,  the  college  professors,  in  dis- 
cussing this  paper,  will  not  imagine  that  it  is  written  in  any  fault- 
finding spirit.  In  the  discussion  of  a  recent  paper  on  a  cognate 
subject,  it  was  remarked  that  it  had  become  quite  fashionable  of 
late  to  pick  the  colleges  to  pieces;  and,  as  it  may  be  thought  that 
the  writer  is  actuated  by  a  desire  to  be  in  the  fashion  in  this  re- 
spect, it  may  be  well  to  disclaim,  once  for  all,  any  such  motive,  and 
to  say  that,  having  been  denied  in  his  youthful  days  the  privilege 
of  pursuing  any  such  admirable  and  invaluable  course  of  prepara- 
tion as  is  now  the  good  fortune  of  our  sons  to  be  able  to  obtain,  he 
entertains  perhaps  a  greater  admiration  for  the  technical  schools 
and  their  present  work  than  would  have  been  likely  if  he  had  been 
a  recipient  of  the  favors  any  one  of  them  now  affords;  and  it  is 
due  to  these  considerations  that  he'  feels  it  a  duty  to  offer  anything 
which  appears  to  him  to  be  in  the  least  likely  to  improve  them  or 
be  of  advantage  to  the  young  men,  in  whose  behalf  they  have  been 
established. 

DISCUSSIOX. 

J/r.  11';)/.  Kent. — I  have  listened  to  tliis  ]y<\\)eY  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest,  and  think  it  is  a  very  good  one.  If  I  understand  the 
paper  rightly  it  is  a  complaint,  but  as  far  as  I  can  see  Mr.  Haw- 
kins is  the  man  chiefly  at  fault.  He  has  Imown  more  about  the 
printing  press  than  any  other  man  in  this  Society.  He  has  not 
yet  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject.  He  has  not  written  a  book 
on  the  printing  press  so  far  as  I  laiow.  There  is  not  a  college  in 
this  country,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  which  has  a  text  book  on  the 
subject,  because  there  is  none  in  existence.  I  know  of  no  paper 
presented  to  engineering  societies  relating  to  the  printing  press. 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  anything  in  Engineering  of 
London  on  that  subject  for  several  years.  People  who  have 
known  about  the  printing  press  have  kept  the  information  very 
strictly  to  themselves.  If  Mr.  Hawkins  will  write  a  text-book  in 
which  the  general  principles  of  the  printing  press  are  laid  down, 
I  am  sure  the  professors  will  take  hold  of  it  as  a  book  of  reference 
and  give  their  students  some  instructions  in  the  matter. 
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But  the  same  eoinplaint  made  about  the  printing  press  should 
Ih'  extended  on  other  things,  for  instance,  watches,  nail-making 
niaehinery,  tack  maehinery,  pin  machinery  and  tilings  of  that 
kind.  I  think  there  is  an  opportunity  for  colleges  to  take  up  the 
study  of  practical  mechanism,  in  explaining  machines  such  as  the 
printing  press,  watches,  nail,  tack  and  ]iin  uuuliinery  and  all  such 
things. 

I  want  to  impress  it  strongly  on  Mr.  Hawkins  tliat  he  is  the 
man  to  blame,  for  he  has  not  written  a  book  from  which  we  can 
karn  something  about  the  printing  press. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Cobb. — I  think  Mr.  Kent  has  struck  tipon  the  point 
exactly.  I  am  interested  in  instructing  in  machine  designing,  and 
the  trouble  is  not  to  find  subjects  for  instruction,  but  rather  to 
select  which  to  discard  from  among  a  large  number  of  subjects 
which  present  themselves.  Of  course,  as  has  been  intimated  by 
the  last  speaker,  you  might  go  into  nail-making  machinery, 
and  tack  machinery,  and  all  that  class,  but  I  think  no  class  of 
work  presents  itself  of  which  so  little  is  generally  known  as  the 
printing  press.  Such  manufacturers  as  R.  Hoe  &  Co.,  and  others 
I  might  mention,  are  very  exclusive.  I  know  the  case  of  a  number 
of  students  who  have  gone  to  work  for  such  companies,  and  who 
have  had  to  learn  the  entire  business  after  going-  there.  Their 
■reneral  education  in  practical  machine  designing  was  of  little  use 
1(1  them.  But  the  trouble,  I  think,  is  partially  with  such  nu-n  as 
Mr.  Hawkins,  who,  knowing  well  how  to,  do  not  publisli  the  iu- 
Mimation  which  we  desire  on  that  score. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Iliitton. — There  is  another  side  to  tlie  (|uestio!i  which 
-Mr.  Kent  has  raised,  and  that  is  that  in  the  technical  schools  we 
have  only  four  years  in  which  to  do  a  great  deal,  and  in  selecting 
subjects  available  for  instruction  we  have  to  select  those  which 
will  yield,  for  a  given  amount  of  attention,  the  greatest  amount  of 
training.  It  is  possible  to  undertake  the  calculations  of  the  steam 
engine  and  certain  other  calculations  of  that  class  and  carry  them 
through  to  the  end;  but  there  is  no  man  who  can  start  with  the 
printing  press  and  carry  it  through  to  the  end,  because,  as  Mr. 
Kent  has  well  said,  the  professors  do  not  know  enough,  and  the 
second  reason  is  that  the  student  has  not  enougli  previous  infor- 
mation to  go  on.  He  has  a  certain  amount  of  previous  informa- 
tion in  the  matter  of  the  design  of  steam  engines,  hut  he  has 
probably  never  had  the  opportunity  for  the  same  degree  of  pre- 
liminary   study    of    the    printing    press    whicli    lie    has    liad    of    the 
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Steam  engine,  and  I  think  that  is  one  reason  why  the  printing 
press  lias  been  neglected. 

Mr.  Cubb. — One  more  point  in  connection  with  that  I  think 
might  be  worth  mentioning,  and  that  is  the  field  offered  to  young 
men  after  graduating  from  these  institutions.  They  see  the  steam 
engine  and  kindred  motors  in  use  everywhere;  but  printing  press 
manufacture  is  confined  to  several  cities,  and  while  the  product  in 
machines  may  be  large,  the  product  of  each  machine  itself  is  very 
large  afterwards,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  be  such  a  universal 
product  as  the  others,  and  does  not,  except  in  a  purely  kinematic 
sense,  present  such  a  good  subject  for  theoretical  study. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Magruder. — I  think  another  reason  why  the  print- 
ing press  has  not  been  introduced  into  our  mechanical  engineer- 
ing and  other  similar  teclinieal  schools  is  this:  The  printing 
press  establishment  has  been  a  sealed  book  and  closed  door  to 
all  visits  of  engineering  students.  I  was  connected  for  a  number 
of  years,  with  the  printing  press  manufacturing  establishment  of 
which  Mr.  Hawkins  is  the  honored  president,  and  about  three 
years  ago  I  suggested  to  him  and  to  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
company  that  it  would  be  a  good  tiling  if  some  of  the  technical 
schools  could  be  invited — I  was  flunking  at  that  time  of  the 
Stevens  Institute — to  come  there  and  visit  our  establishment;  but 
they  were  not  allowed  to  come.  I  have  been  told  also  that  it  is 
abnost  impossible  to  get  into  E.  Hoe  &  Go's,  establishment;  and 
the  only  way  for  a  teacher  of  an  engineering  class  to  bring  his 
class  into  intimate  contact  with  printing  presses  is  in  the  printing 
offices  themselves.  I  would  say  to  those  who  are  interested  in 
teaching  in  engineering  and  manual  training  schools  that  there  is 
no  place  where  they  can  .  teach  mechanical  movements  and  the 
geometry  of  mechanism  and  things  of  that  kind  to  better  advan- 
tage than  in  the  printing  office.  x\ll  sorts  of  illustrations  are 
there — c-ams  and  gears,  links  and  levers,  belts  and  springs,  and 
the  best  facilities  will  be  found  there  for  teaching  students  from 
practical  examples. 

Mr.  .].  L.  Gobeille. — The  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  is  about 
to  start  a  department  of  manual  training,  and  at  the  meeting  of 
the  committee,  of  which  I  happen  to  be  a  member,  it  was 
decided  that  the  thing  to  be  put  in  the  department  would  be 
a  printing  press,  to  teach  j'oung  men  and  women  two  things- 
first,  the  mechanism  and  usefulness  of  the  printing  press  as  applied 
to  what  they  would,  perhaps,  be  apt  to  do  in  after  life;    and  another 
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thing  was  to  let  them  do  something  which  would  have  a  commer- 
cial aspect  to  it.  They  liave  to  pay  for  the  printing  which  they 
have  done  at  the  University,  and  if  they  could  do  their  own  print- 
ing, tiie  chief  end  of  labor  would  be  attained;  they  would  get 
money  for  it  and  get  it  honestly.  They  talk  a  great  deal  about 
the  dignity  of  labor  in  the  training  school.  The  fact  is,  there  is 
not  any,  and  the  sooner  they  learn  that  the  dignity  of  labor  is  to 
make  money  by  it,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  young  men  sent  to 
those  schools. 

Mr.  Jaroh  Reese. — I  would  just  add  a  word — that  I  think  it  is 
\cry  important  that  the  members  of  this  Society  should  take  this 
i|uestion  to  heart.  As  we  represent  technical  experts  in  the 
lifferent  departments  of  industry,  the  world  at  large  looks  to  us 
"I-  direction  and  explanation  of  these  different  machines  and  pro- 
.  'sses.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing  for  the  schools 
to  be  able  to  have  a  printing  press  to  take  apart,  and  to  have 
all  its  parts  numbered  and  their  connection  explained.  I  know 
little  about  the  printing  press — very  little  about  anything  outside 
of  my  own  line  of  experience, — but  I  had  a  letter  the  other  day, 
which  I  will  mention,  to  show  the  importance  of  our  taking  this 
matter  to  heart,  and  preparing  something  for  the  schools.  This 
is  a  good  way — bring  it  in  here  and  have  it  criticised.  I  had  a 
letter  the  other  day  from  an  assistant  of  Prof.  E.  H.  Thurston, 
our  honored  member,  who  requested  that  I  should  give  him  a  de- 
tailed explanation  of  the  basic  process,  so  that  he  could  present 
it  to  his  class.  I  presume  there  is  not  a  school  in  the  country 
which  has  anything  reliable  on  this  important  question  in  such  a 
shape  that  they  could  present  it  to  their  classes.  We  have  had 
papers  on  the  Bessemer,  basic  and  open-hearth  process  of  such  a 
technical  nature  as  not  to  be  presentable  to  a  class.  I  will  take 
occasion  at  my  earliest  opportunity  to  make  out  for  him  such  a 
description  as  he  wants.  I  say  this  to  show  you  that  the  schools  are 
anxious  for  something  which  will  give  them  a  concise,  definite 
description  of  the  machines  and  the  processes  which  they  are 
teaching. 

Prof.  Sweet. — At  Cornell  University,  in  the  early  days,  they 
were  favored  with  the  presentation  of  a  large  press  by  E.  Hoe  & 
Co.  to  start  their  printing  office.  They  had  a  number  of  presses, 
and  we  had  to  keep  the  presses  in  repair.  But  after  I  left,  the 
department,  from  some  cause  or  other,  ran  down,  as  well  as  the 
printing  office.     The  printing  office  has  been  closed  entirely  and 
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the  presses  tlirovvn  aside.  The  large  press  given  by  Hoe  &  Co. 
is,  I  believe,  in  the  scrap  heap,  and  the  others  sold.  The  printing 
department  was  at  one  time  in  a  flourishing  condition.  A  stereo- 
type foundry  was  carried  on,  so  that  the  students  had  an 
opportunity  of  getting  a  good  knowledge  of  printing  presses  and 
stereotyping.  But  that  has  all  been  allowed  to  die  out — in  my 
opinion  a  great  mistake. 

The  President. — The  School  of  Industrial  Art  in  Philadelphia 
teaches  the  students  not  only  how  to  weave  textile  fabrics  on  looms 
of  different  styles,  but  also  the  designing  of  the  pattern,  making 
the  cards,  in  fact  everything  necessary  for  a  correct  understanding 
of  the  art.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  for  Mr.  Hawkins,  or 
some  of  the  press  companies,  to  present  a  technical  school  with  a 
printing  press,  so  that  tliey  could  obtain  a  correct  understanding 
of  the  machine,  whicli  they  could  take  apart,  and  then  write  a 
thesis  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hawkins. — I  think  that  the  objectors  to  tliis  paper  liave 
lost  sight  of  tlie  principal  feature  in  it;  and  that  is,  that  there 
are  certain  industries  in  this  country  which  have  the  most  import- 
ance, and  others  have  a  certain  grade  of  importance,  all  the  way 
down  the  scale;  that  many  special  branches  of  machinery  manu- 
facture have  been  included  among  the  subjects  studied  and  taught 
in  the  technical  schools,  and  that  the  printing  press  should  occupy 
a  more  prominent  position  than  has  been  given  to  many  of  the 
less  important  special  studies.  It  is  the  main  object,  in  writing 
this  paper,  to  bring  this  state  of  things  to  notice,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  improved  upon. 

I  feel  very  much  complimented  by  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Kent 
and  others  that  I  write  a  text-book  on  the  printing  press.  I  hope 
I  would  be  able  to  do  it  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  if  I  undertook 
it;  but  I  am  afraid  not.  I  would  say,  in  that  connection,  however, 
that  there  is  not  by  any  means  the  poverty  of  literature  on  the 
printing  machine  which  Mr.  Kent  would  indicate,  although  there  is 
probably  none  in  quite  proper  form  to  serve  as  a  text-book  for 
school  use.  There  is,  however,  a  great  deal  of  matter  in  existence 
on  the  printing  press,  all  accessible,  which  would  be  valuable  in 
colleges  and  mechanical  engineering  schools.  There  are  none  of 
the  things  mentioned  by  Mr.  Kent,  except  possibly  pin  machinery, 
but  liave  been  visited  by  students  of  the  different  universities; 
but  in  no  case  can  I  find  where  they  have  visited  printing  press 
manufactories. 
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I  am  not  a  little  astonished  by  what  Prof.  Sweet  stated :  tliat 
tliey  had  already  had  printing  machinery  in  Cornell  University, 
and  threw  it  out.  I  find,  so  far  as  I  have  looked,  that  they  have 
not,  in  any  of  the  institutions,  anything  connected  with  printing 
machinery,  of  any  consequence.  They  ought  to  have  something 
of  this  nature,  even  if  they  should  have  to  buy  it.  I  am  even 
more  astonished  that  the  suggestion  of  the  President  was  not 
about  the  first  thing  that  was  offered  in  criticism  of  this  paper; 
that  is,  that  printing  press  manufacturers  be  invited  to  send  print- 
ing presses  without  charge.  Of  course  it  would  not  be  well  for 
us  to  be  invidious;  we  can  hardly  be  expected  to  supply  every 
school  with  a  printing  press;  but  I  guarantee  that  we  will  supply 
a  printing  press  to  a  technical  school,  free  of  charge,  if  others  in 
the  same  line  will  do  as  much — that  is,  if  proper  arrangements  can 
be  made  by  them  so  as  to  get  over  the  difficulty  of  being  invidious 
between  one  and  the  others  of  the  schools,  for  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  that  all  the  schools  could  be  supplied  in  this  way,  even 
tliough  every  printing  press  manufacturer  donated  one  machine; 
and  the  experience  of  the  Cornell  University  does  not  hold  out  any 
very  great  incentive  to  printing  press  manufacturers  to  attempt 
such  a  thing.  Moreover,  for  one  printing  press  manufacturer  to 
donate  one  single  machine  out  of  perhaps  fifty  different  varieties 
made  by  them,  would,  it  seems  to  me,  go  a  very  small  way  toward 
bringing  about  some  special  study  in  this  direction  among  the 
schools  generally. 

Mr.  Magruder  has  referred  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  suggestion 
made  at  one  time  that  engineering  students  visit  our  establish- 
ment; but  he  did  not  explain  that  we  are  not  manufacturers  our- 
selves. We  have  our  printing  presses  built  by  the  Mason  Machine 
Works,  on  contract.  We  have  nothing  to  say  about  whether  any 
one  shall  come  into  the  shops  or  not.  I  have  no  doubt  it  could  be 
accomplished,  if  any  direct  effort  were  made  in  that  direction.  I 
will  say  that  if  any  of  the  engineering  schools  woiild  like  to  bring 
their  students  to  visit  our  establishment,  if  they  will  communicate 
with  me,  I  will  endeavor  to  arrange  with  the  Mason  Machine 
Works  for  their  coming.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  would 
be  very  glad  to  have  them.  Besides,  printing  offices  themselves, 
where  such  machines  are  to  be  seen  in  operation,  are  always  open 
to  the  visits  of  students  from  schools,  or  generally  so,  and  they 
could  obtain  much  valuable  information  in  that  way.  But  we 
never  hear  of  their  making  such  visits. 
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I  only  wish  to  impress  on  the  convention  that  my  principal  ob- 
ject in  writing  this  paper  was  to  show  that  the  printing  press  is 
inuch  more  deserving  of  prominence  than  many  of  the  machines 
to  which  the  schools  give  attention.  If  they  will  take  the  matter 
in  hand,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  assist  them, 
and  I  believe  that  other  printing  press  manufacturers  would 
gladly  do  the  same. 

Prof.  F.  R.  Mutton. — It  is  only  fair  to  state  in  rebuttal  of  one 
or  two  remarks  in  the  debate,  that  visits  to  printing  press  estab- 
lishments are  not  so  difficult  or  impossible,  as  above  suggested, 
provided  that  proper  arrangements  are  made  in  advance  for  such 
visits,  and  the  party  is  properly  officered  and  guided.  The  firm 
of  K.  Hoe  &  Co.  has  been  mentioned  as  one  in  whose  case  the 
difficulty  of  admittance  has  been  experienced.  I  have  been  most 
cordially  met  when  I  have  applied  there  for  permission  to  accom- 
pany a  squad  of  Columbia's  students,  and  that  firm  in  particular 
is  well  known  as  taking  a  most  enthusiastic  interest  in  technical 
education  particularly  for  its  own  apprentices.  They  have  classes 
of  their  own  in  mechanical  drawing  and  mathematics  as  well"  as 
in  the  English  branches. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hawkins.* — The  proper  course  to  pursue,  I  think,  on 
this  subject,  on  the  part  of  the  schools,  would  be  for  each  of  them 
to  procure  one  or  more  full  machines  of  the  standard  types,  such  as 
would  be  fitted  for  instruction  purposes,  from  the  various  makers, 
and  perhaps  some  separate  parts  representing  the  fundamental 
kinematics  of  the  printing  press;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  every 
press  builder  in  the  country  would  join  the  company  I  represent 
in  placing  such  in  the  schools  at  reduced  prices,  which  is  certainly 
all  that  could  be  asked.  Some  varieties  of  printing  machines  are 
entirely  too  costly  and  occupy  too  great  a  space,  to  permit  of  a 
thought  of  having  a  sample  of  them  in  the  school.  This  is  equally 
true,  however,  in  the  steam  engine  and  of  pretty  much  every  other 
machine  in  which  special  instruction  is  now  given  in  the  schools. 
As  an  exercise  for  the  mind  in  machine  designing,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  the  printing  machine  is  not  excelled  by  any 
other  piece  of  mechanism  produced  to-day.  It  involves  kine- 
matics of  a  very  high  order,  and  of  almost  endless  variety,  includ- 
ing, in  some  form,  almost  every  kind  of  motion  known  to  the 
mechanical  world;  and  such  a  machine,  or  system  of  machines, 
if  studied  and  taught  as  a  specialty  in  the  schools,  would  be  of 
'Author's  closure  under  the  rules. 
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incalculably  greater  value  to  the  student  than  many  of  which  they 
now  have  to  give  their  attention.  Mr.  Cobb  says  he  has  known 
of  a  case  of  a  number  of  students  who  have  gone  to  work  for 
])rinting  press  companies  and  who  have  had  to  learn  the  entire 
liusiness  after  going  there,  and  that  general  education  in  practical 
machine  designing  was  of  little  use  to  them.  This  is  precisely 
the  state  of  things  which  I  desire  to  see  corrected.  Give  the  boys 
some  special  instruction  in  this  branch,  just  as  now  done  on  the 
.-team  engine,  and  thence  down  to  wind-mills;  and  they  will  be 
able  to  present  themselves  better  equipped  for  the  fight. 

To  Prof.  Hutton's  remarks,  I  would  reply,  that  if  for  the  lack 
of  previous  information  no  man  can  start  with  a  printing  press 
and  carry  it  through  to  the  end  as  with  the  steam  engine,  the 
]iroper  thing  to  do  is  to  give  the  student  a  little  of  this  "  previous 
information,"  just  as  is  done  with  the  steam  engine  and  many 
other  things;  and  if  the  four  years  are  not  long  enough  within 
which  to  accomplish  this,  leave  out  some  of  the  less  important 
to  which  attention  is  now  given. 

To  Mr.  Cobb's  second  remarks,  I  would  say  that  perhaps  he 
would  be  surprised  to  know  the  comparative,  number  of  steam 
engines  and  printing  machines  in  use  in  the  w'orld,  and  be  equally 
surprised,  perhaps,  at  the  number  of  printing  press  manufacturers 
in  the  country.  I  hardly  think  he  justly  expresses  it  by  saying 
that  their  manufacture  is  confined  to  several  cities.  Without 
using  an\-thing  more  than  my  general  knowledge  of  the  extent 
of  this  industry,  I  should  say  that  I  was  well  within  the  truth  if  I 
counted  not  less  than  4,000  to  4,500  printing  machines  made  in 
this  country  per  annum,  of  all  kinds,  excluding  the  mere  toy 
machines  for  amateur  use;  and  more  than  half  of  these  will  be 
machines  that  range  from  two  to  five  tons  each  in  weight.  It  is, 
moreover,  precisely  in  a  kinematic  sense  that  this  class  of  machines 
does  present  the  best  possible  subject  for  theoretical  study, 
■while  it  is  in  this  sense,  as  indicated  in  a  previous  paper  ("Edu- 
cation of  Intuition"),  that  our  technical  graduates  are  most  lack- 
ing to-da\'. 

I  would  suggest,  in  view  of  Prof.  Hutton's  objections,  that  if 
four  years  do  not  give  time  enough  to  properly  consider  such  sub- 
jects, that  at  the  commencement  of  the  junior  year,  students 
be  given  the  privilege,  or  be  required  to  choose  among  a  consid- 
erable number  of  studies,  which  two  or  three  they  would  prefer  to 
receive    instruction    in,    to   the   exclusion    of    all   others,    with    the 
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view  of  the  young  man's  adopting  either  one  of  the  chosen  ones 
upon  graduation;  giving  the  printing  machine  its  proper  place 
among  them.  So  much  is  known  as  a  whole  nowadays  on  any 
subject,  that  no  man  can  expect  to  acquire  it  all;  and  no  better 
time  can  appear  at  which  a  young  man  may  determine  for  him- 
self some  limit  within  which  his  future  sphere  of  action  should  be 
confined  than  at  about  the  middle  of  his  college  course.  If  he 
tries  to  prepare  himself  fundamentally  to  enter  any  one  whatever 
among  the  whole,  he  is  pretty  sure  to  be  well  fitted  for  none.  He 
will   be   much   like   the   traditional   jack   at  all   trades — master  of 
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sun  FA  CE  COXDEXSERS. 

BY  J.  M.  WaiTHAM,  FATETTEVILLE.  ARK. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 
1.    ORIGIN    AND    NATURE    OF    THE    SURFACE    CONDENSER. 

James  Watt  was  granted  a  patent  for  inventing  the  surface  con- 
denser, Jan.  5,  IVtiit.  He  said :  "'In  tliese  engines,  that  are  to  be 
worked  wholly  or  partly  by  condensation  of  steam,  the  steam  is  to 
be  condensed  in  vessels  distinct  from  the  cylinders,  though  occa- 
sionally communicating  with  them.  These  vessels  I  call  Con- 
densers, and  whilst  the  engines  are  working  they  ought  to  be  kept 
as  cool  as  the  air  in  the  neighborhood  by  the  application  of  water 
or  other  solid  bodies."  *  *  *  "  WHiatever  air  or  other 
elastic  vapor  is  not  condensed  by  the  cold  of  the  condenser  is  to  be 
drawn  out  of  the  steam  vessels,  or  condensers,  by  means  of  pumps 
wrought  by  the  engines  themselves  or  otherwise." 

Watt's  first  experimental  condenser  consisted  of  two  small  pipes, 
made  of  tin  plates,  about  a  foot  long,  jjlaced  vertically,  and  con- 
nected at  the  top  and  bottom  respectively  to  the  steam  cylinder 
and  a  pump.  The  pump  and  tubes  were  submerged  in  a  cold- 
water  bath. 

The  surface  condenser  was  replaced  by  a  jet  condenser  by  Watt, 
"in  order  to  secure  a  surface  sufficiently  extensive  to  condense  the 
steam  of  a  large  engine,  *  *  *  as  the  pipe  condenser  would 
require  to  be  very  voluminous,  and  because  the  water  with  which 
engines  are  frequently  supplied  would  crust  over  the  thin  plates 
and  prevent  their  conveying  heat  sufficiently  quickly." 

The  surface  condenser  appears  to  have  been  used  only  as  a 
model  until  S.  Hall  applied  it,  in  1838,  to  the  steamship  Wilberforce. 
This  condenser  had  2,374  copper  tubes,  8  feet  long  and  one-half  inch 
in  diameter,  placed  vertically  in  a  box.  The  surface  was  about 
2,486  square  feet,  and  the  horse-power  of  the  engines  285.  There 
were  8.72  square  feet  of  condensing  surface  per  horse-power. 
This  condenser  was  not  considered  a  success,  as  the  tubes  became 
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coated  with  imul,  so  tliat  they  were  removed  and  the  surface  was 
changed  to  a  jet  condenser. 

In  1859  the  P.  &  0.  Stearasliip  Co.  applied  surface  condensation 
to  the  steamship  Moulton.  The  condenser  had  1,178  tubes,  5  ft. 
10  in.  long,  %  inch  in  diameter,  0.05  inch  thick,  or  a  surface  of  4,300 
square  feet.  The  indicated  horse-power  was  1,731.  There  were 
2.42  square  feet  of  condensing  surface  per  I.  H.  P.  The  tubes  were 
packed  with  linen  tape  and  screwed  glands.  The  circulating  water 
was  controlled  by  a  36-inch  disk  centrifugal  pump  making  200  rev- 
olutions per  minute.  This  is  probably  the  first  independent  circu- 
lating pump  ever  used.  The  tubes  were  vertical,  and  the 
refrigerating  water  ascended  them  on  the  outside. 

The  year  1859  marks  the  date  at  which  surface  condensers  began 
to  come  into  general  use. 

2.   REASONS  FOR  USING  OR  NOT  USING  A  SURFACE  CONDENSER. 

J.  F.  Spencer,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Institute  of  Engineers 
(Scotland),  Feb.  5,  1863,  gave  the  following 
Advantages  of  a  Surface  Condenser. 

1.     Freedom  from  injurious  deposits  in  boiler.     Small  amount  of 

scale. 
3.     Since  the  boilers  will  be  stronger,  steam  of  a  higher  pressure 
may  be  used  than  is  possible  with  the  jet  condenser. 

3.  The  foulest  water  may  be  used  as  the  refrigerating  agent. 

4.  The  supply  of  feed  water  to  the  boilers  is  more  regular  than 

is  possible  when  using  the  jet  condenser. 

0.  The  load  on  the  air  pump  is  uniform. 

6.  Gain  in  the  use  of  the  fuel,  as  the  loss  from  blowing  off  is 

from  15  to  20  per  cent,  less  when  surface  condensers  are 
employed. 

7.  Boilers   need   not  be   cleaned  so  frequently:  less  wear,  tear 

and  expense. 

8.  Can  use  increased  expansion  of  steam. 

9.  Heating  surface  of  the  boiler  is  more  efficient,  as  there  is  less 

incrustation. 

Disadvantages  of  a  Surface  Condenser. 

1.  Additional  pumps  and  machinery. 

2.  Additional  space  occupied  by  the  machinery. 

3.  The  use  of  the  same  water  over  and  over  again  is  held   by 

some  to  corrode  the  boiler. 
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4.     Coinplicatiou  of  tubes,  etc. 
3.     Liability  to  leakage. 

6.  Increased  first  cost  of  from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  and  increased 

cost  of  repairs. 

7.  More  refrigerating  water  is  needed  than  for  a  jet  condenser. 

3.       .lOtLES   EXPERIMENTS   WITH   A   SURFACE   CONDENSER.* 

Joule's  apparatus  consisted  of  two  concentric  copper  tubes, 
through  the  inner  one  of  which  passed  the  steam  to  be  condensed, 
while  the  circulating  water  traversed  the  anniilar  volume  between 
them.  When  a  spiral  wire  was  used  to  give  a  twist  to  the  current 
of  circulating  water,  it  was  placed  in  this  annular  volume. 

He  deduced :  1.  The  temperature  of  the  steam  side  of  the  tube 
is  uniform  throughout  its  length. 

8.  The  resistance  to  conductivity  is  due  to  the  film  of  water  on 

each  surface,  and  is  independent  of  the  kind  or  thickness  of 
the  metal  used. 

3.  The  conductivity  of  the  tube  used  increases  with  an  increase 

in  the  velocity  of  the  circulating  water:  and  that  for  the 
same  head,  the  conductivity  is  greatest  when  a  spiral  wire 
gives  a  twist  to  the  current  of  circulating  water. 

4.  Air  is  a  very  poor  refrigerating  agent. 

The  conductivity  of  copper  tubes  is  thus  stated  by  Eankineif 


CooUng  auid 

Initial 
Fahr.      ' 

Material 

Steam  CondeMed 

per  sq.ft. 

per  iiour. 

Lbs. 

Authority. 

Water 

68  to  77° 
? 

Copper 

21.5 
100.0 

Peclet 
Joule 

Each  pound  of  steam  condensed  gave  up  about  1,000  British  ther- 
mal units. 

4.       ISHERWOOD's    EXPERIMENTS    ON    CONDUCTIVITY    OF    METALS.^ 

The  apparatus  consisted  of  several  metal  pots,  each  10  ins.  internal 
diameter,    21.25    ins.    inside    height,    which    was    immersed    in    a 

*From  an  article  "On  Surface  Condensation  of  Steam,"  by  J.  P.  Joule,  Jour. 
Frank.  Inst.,  1862,  p.  136.  " 

fRankine's  Steam  Engine,   §222. 
JSee  p.  58,  Shock's  Steam  Boilers. 
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common  vessel  supplied  with  steam  of  a  certain  pressure  and  tem- 
perature, from  the  boiler.  The  pots  were  kept  constantly  filled 
with  water  at  313°  F.,  and  the  quantity  evaporated  measured  the 
conductivity  of  the  metal.  The  heat  for  vaporization  was  given  by 
the  steam-bath.  Pots  of  copper,  brass,  cast  and  wrought  iron  were 
used  simultaneously.  The  conditions  were  identical  in  each  series 
of  experiments.  The  experiments  covered  many  days.  The  tem- 
perature of  the  steam-bath,  and  the  thickness  of  the  pots  varied  be- 
tween wide  limits. 

The  following  laws  were  deduced: 

1.  The  number  of   heat  units  transmitted  per   hour   through  a 

square  foot  of  surface  is  in  direct  ratio  of  the  difference  in 
temperature  of  the  sides  of  the  intervening  metal. 

2.  Within  limits,  the  rate  of  transmission  of  heat  through  a  metal 

wall  is  independent  of  its  thickness.     (Isherwood  used  thick- 
nesses of  i/s,  1/4  a.nd  %  inch.) 

3.  The  thermal  conductivity  is  as  given  in  the  following  table : 


Metal 

Thermal  conductivity  in  terms 
of  heat  unite  transmitted  per 

of  material  for  a  difference  of 
temperature  of  1"  Fahr. 

Relative  thermal 
conductivity 

642.543 
556.832 
373.625 

315.741 

1.000  000 

Brass,  (60  cu.,  40  zn.) 

Wrought  Iron,  (best  rolled) 

Cast   Iron,    (several  times 

remelted)                    .... 

0.866  607 
0.581  478 

0.491  393 

5.    xiciiol's  experiments  with  condenser  tubes.* 

The  apparatus  consisted  of  an  ordinary  brass  condenser  tube, 
inside  a  wrought-iron  pipe.  The  radiation  of  heat  from  the  outer 
pipe  was  determined  from  separate  experiments,  and  its  effects 
were  eliminated.  Steam  filled  the  annular  space  between  the  tubes. 
Its  temperature  and  pressure  wei'e  noted,  and  also  the  amount  con- 
densed. Cii'culating  water  traversed  the  inner  tube.  Its  velocity 
varied.  The  quantity  flowing  through  in  a  given  time,  and  the 
temperature  on  entering  and  leaving  the  tube,  were  noted.  Ex- 
periments were  made  with  the  tube  in  a  horizontal,  vertical,  and  in 
an  inclined  position.* 


"London  Engineering,  20,  449. 


SURFACE    CONDENSERS.  421 

The  results  were: 

1.  Tlie  temperature  of  tlie  water  side  of  the  tube  is  the  arith- 

metical mean  of  the  initial  and  final  temperatures  of  the 
refrigerating  agent,  provided  the  rise  in  temperature  is  not 
greater  than  is  found  in  ordinary  surface  condensers. 

2.  The  efficiency  of  the  condensing  surface  is  increased  as  the 

quantity  of  circulating  water  is  increased. 

3.  The  surface  is  most  efficient  when  the  tube  is  horizontal. 

4.  The  number  of  heat  units  transmitted  through  a  unit  surface 

in  a  unit  time  is  greatest  when  the  difference  in  temperature 
between  the  sides  is  greatest. 

6.      METHODS  USED  IN  DESIGNING  THE  CONDENSING  SURFACE. 

KiGG  gives  the  following  formula: — ■ 

_,      ,  ,     ,       .    c.     T^i         Pounds  of  Steam  Condensed  per  Hour 

Condensing  Siurface  m  Sq.  Ft.  =  — — — ~ 

8 .  93  to  7 .  81 

This  formula*  permits  about  8,000  British  heat  units  to  be  trans- 
mitted through  a  square  foot  of  condensing  surface  per  hour,  and 
assumes  that  about  1,000  units  are  given  up  by  each  pound  of  steam 
condensed. 

SEATONf    gives   the   following   proportions,   when   the   circulating 
water  enters  the  condenser  at  a  temperature  of  60°  F. 


ute  Terminal  Pressure  of  Steam 

Square  feet  of  conde 

n  the  Condensing  Cyli 

nder. 

per  I.  H 

6 

1.50 

8 

1.60 

10 

1,80 

12.5 

2.00 

15 

2.25 

20 

2.50 

.30 

3.00 

When  the  vessel  is  to  cruise  in  the  tropics,  the  values  given  in  the 
table  must  be  increased  20  per  cent.;  when  she  occasionally  visits 
the  tropics,  10  per  cent.;  while  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent,  will  suf- 
fice in  Arctic  waters.J 

*The  Steam  Engine,  by  Arthur  Rigg. 

^Manual  of  Marine  Engineering,  by  A.  E.  Seaton,  p.  .198.  See,  also,  Burgh's 
Condensation  of  Steam,  p.  241. 

JP.  A.  Engineer  John  A.  Tobin,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  his  report  on  the  Improve- 
ments in  Naval  Engineering  in  Great  Britain  {Ex.  Doc.  48,  ilth  Congress),  gives 
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Prof.  Marks*  gives  the  formula: — 

W  (H  —  T) 

Condensing  surface  in  square  feet  =  .  ^  ^    ,„ y. 

Wiere  W  =  pounds  of  steam  sent  to  the  condenser  per  hour. 

H  =  total    heat    units    in    one    pound    of    steam    at    the 

boiler. 
2'  =  mean  temperature  of  the  circulating  water. 
T'  =  temperature  of  the  vacuum. 

C  =  556.832  for  brass,  and  642.543  for  copper  tubes,  as 
found  bj'  Isherwood,  and  shown  in  the  table  of  §4. 

7.       PROPOSED  FORMUL.\    FOR  THE   COXDEXSIXG   SURFACE. 

The  area  of  the  condensing  surface  depends  upon  the  quantity, 
quality  and  temperature  of  the  exhaust  steam,  the  initial  and  final 
temperatures  of  the  circulating  water,  the  character  of  the  exposed 
surfaces,  and  the  metal  used.  It  is  evident  that  the  methods  given 
by  Eigg  and  Seaton  do  not  cover  all  the  requirements.  Prof.  Marks' 
rule  is  not  exact  (1)  because  the  heat  given  up  by  the  steam  to  the 
circulating  water  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  W  (H  —  T),  and  (2)  be- 
cause the  wide  range  in  the  value  given  to  the  thermal  conductivity 
of  the  metal,  i.  e.,  from  0.1  to  0.2C,  is  misleading. 

In  1883  the  writer  deduced  f  a  formula  for  the  condensing  sur- 
face. It  involved  all  the  data  necessary  for  a  complete  solution  of 
the  problem,  but  the  value  of  the  coefficient  of  efficiency  of  the 
condensing  surface  was  not  well  determined.  This  formula  is  here 
reproduced  and  modified  so  that  it  may  be  used  in  designing. 

In  studying  the  action  of  the  surface  condenser  we  will  make 
the  following  assumptions,  as  warranted  by  the  experiments  given . 
in  §§  3,  4  and  5,  viz  :— 

1.  The  temperature  of  the  steam  side  of  the  tube  is  uniform 
throughout  its  length  (Joule),  and  the  steam  is  saturated  at  a  tem- 

"The  proportion  of  condensing  surface  to  the  horse-power  in  fifteen  of  the  most 
recent  (1883)  types  of  high-speed  merchant  steamers  by  the  best  Scotch  builders, 
averages  1.95  to  1.  This  proportion  compared  with  the  data  of  seven  steamers, 
taken  from  a  paper  read  before  the  Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  by  Sir 
F.  J.  Bramwell  in  1872,  having  a  ratio  of  3.18  to  1,  shows  the  saving  effected  in 
this  direction  during  the  past  ten  years. 

*§85,  Marks'  The  Steam  Engine,  1887. 

fProc.  U.  S.  Naval  Inst.,  No.  24. 
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perature  corresponding  to  the  reading  of  the  vacuum  gauge.  This 
latter  assumption,*  though  arbitrary,  is  probably  sufficiently  exact, 
since  (a)  the  fluctuations  of  the  reading  of  the  gauge  are  inappre- 
liable;  (b)  the  exhaust  port  is  opened  and  closed  gradually,  steam 
IS  exhausted  throughout  all,  or  nearly  all  of  the  stroke  of  the  pis- 
ton, and  the  steam  is  condensed  as  soon  as  it  arrives  in  the  con- 
denser; (c)  the  steam  in  the  cylinder,  at  the  end  of  its  expansion, 
is  abuost  certain  to  be  wet,  even  with  steam-jackets,  and  this  wet 
steam,  on  account  of  free  expansion  during  the  exhaustion,  is  satu- 
rated when  it  reaches  the  condensing  surface.  This  is  still  further 
probable  because  the  condenser  pressure  is  always  several  pounds 
lielow  the  terminal  pressure  in  the  condensing  cylinder. 

2.  The  temperature  of  the  water  side  of  the  tube  has  a  value 
equal  to  the  arithmetic  mean  between  the  initial  and  final  tempera- 
tures of  the  circulating  water  (Mchol). 

3.  The  conductivity  of  the  surface  is  increased  as  the  quantity  of 
circulating  water  used  is  increased  (Nichol,  Joule).  This  quantity 
■of  water  will  vary  inversely  as  its  rise  in  temperature. 

4.  The  number  of  heat  units  transmitted  per  hour  through  a 
unit  surface  depends  directly  upon  the  difference  between  the 
temperature  of  the  sides  (Isherwood,  Nichol) ;  varies  with  the 
material  used,  as  shown  by  the  table  in  §4;  and  is  independent  of 
the  thickness  of  metal  used  for  the  tubes,  as  found  in  ordinary 
practice  (Isherwood,  Joule). 

Xiet  S  =  the  condensing  surface  in  square  feet. 

Tj  =  the  temperature  of  the  steam  in  the  condenser,  or  that  of 
saturated  steam  corresponding  to  a  pressure  indicated  by 
the  vacuum  gauge,  in  degrees  Fahr. 
T^  =  the   temperature   of  the   condensed  steam   as  it  leaves   the 
condenser,  i.  e.,  the  temperature  of  the  hot-well. 
t  =  mean  temperature  of  the  circulating  water,   or  the   arith- 
metical mean  of  the  initial  and  final  temperatures. 
L  =  the  latent  heat  of  saturated  steam  at  a  temperature  Tj. 
^•  =  perfect  conductivity  of  one  square  foot  of  the  metal  used 
for  the   condensing  surface  for   a  range  of   1°    F.,   or 
556.832  British  thermal  units  for  brass  (§4,  table). 
c  —  fraction  denoting  the  efficiency  of  the  condensing  surface. 
q  =  rate   of  conductivity  corresponding  to  a  variable  range  of 

*This  assumption  is  indorsed  by  C.  Andenet  in  tlvde  sur  les  Condenseurs  a 
Surface,  and  by  E.  Coust6  in  Annales  du  Genie  Civil.  See  Van  Noslrand's  Engr. 
Mag.,  Vol.  I.,  Nos.  7,  9  and  10. 
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temperature   T — t,  and   an  elementary  surface  of  rate 
ds.    T  has  a  value  between  T^  and  Tj. 
11'  =  total  number  of  pounds   of   steam  sent   to   the   condenser 
per  hour. 

The  heat  given  up  by  the  steam  to  the  circulating  water  is 

^qds  =  W  (L  +  T.-T,)       (1.) 

As  a  unit  mass  of  the  steam  at  a  temperature  T^  impinges  upon 
the  refrigerating  surface,  which  is  at  a  constant  temperature  t,  the 
units  L  are  given  up,  and  the  steam  becomes  water  at  T^.  The 
range  of  temperature  during  this  performance  is 

and  for  the  units  L,  we  have  the  constant 

q  =  cl-  (T,  —  t). 

The  condensed  steam  at  2\  now  gives  up  heat  to  the  circulating 
water,  so  that  the  range  is  at  first 

T,~t, 
and  finally 

T,~f; 

and  at  any  instant  while  it  is  on  an  elementary  area  of  rate  ds,  the 
range  is 

T  —  t 
Hence  for  tlie  water 

q  =  ck  {T  —  t),  a  variable  quantity. 
Transforming  equation  (1)  and  integrating: 


(2.) 


W\     L  p-   dT   \ 


The 


quantity^, -is  always  large,  while  \ogA^ jjis  never 

greater  than  about  0.1.    Hence  equation  (3.)  will  be  practically  cor- 
rect, and  much  simplified,  by  dropping  the  last  term,  so  that 
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Hi 

S=ci,.(T^  —  l) '^^•^ 

The  fractional  coefficient,  c,  denoting  the  efficiency  of  the  con- 
ilensiug  surface,  remains  to  be  determined.  It  must  be  applicable 
to  a  condensing  surface  in  ordinary  use,  i.e.,  coated  with  saline  and 
greasy  deposits.  The  best  data,  available  to  the  writer,  for  deter- 
mining the  value  of  c  are  furnished  by  the  U.  S.  E.  M.  S.  Dallas, 
from  the  experiments  of  ilessrs.  Loriug  and  Emery,*  as  shown  in 
the  following  table: 

W 7261.54 

St 857.7 

Barometer 30. 195 

Vacuum  gauge 24 .  79 

\'acuum  pressure  in  pounds  per  square  inch 2 .  597 

Corresponding  temperature  for  saturated  steam,  T, .  .  .  .  .  136. 17 

L 1019.22 

Initial  temperature  of  the  circulating  water 67.67 

Final  temperature  of  the  circulating  water 108 .  67 

Mean  temperatiu-e  of  the  circulating  water,  t 88. 17 

Temperature  of  the  hot-well,  T2 134 

T2  —  t 48 

Ti  —  t 42.83 

k  from  Table  of  §4 556 .  832 

ck 180.14 

c 0.323 

The  value  of  ck  being  180,  =  Equation  (4)  becomes 
WL 

~  i80(r,  —  D 

This  applies  to  an  engine  having  an  independent  circulating 
pump.  AAlien  the  pump  is  worked  by  the  main  engine,  the  value 
of  5  should  be  increased  about  ten  per  cent.  Formula  (5.)  is  recom- 
mended in  designing  a  surface  condenser. 

The  writer  regrets  that  the  official  data  relative  to  the  exact 
quantity  of  steam  used  in  the  cylinders  are  so  scant  that  he  can  use 
no  other  performances  in  deducing  the  value  of  ck.  The  formula 
will  be  found,  however,  to  give  safe  results. 

The  value  of  W,  the  pounds  of  steam  sent  to  the  condenser  per 

*Report  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1874;  Engineering,  XXI.,  121 
fThe  condensing  surface,  though  published  as  900  sq.  feet,  has  been  found  to 
be  but  857.7. 
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liour,  will  vary  with  the  type  of  engine  used,  initial  pressure  of  steam, 
ratio  of  expansion,  and  whether  the  cylinders  are  steam-jacketed  or 
not.  No  more  reliable  data  are  accessible  on  this  point  than  the  re- 
sults of  Messrs.  Loring  and  Emery,  already  referred  to,  and  here 
summarized,  viz.: 


Type  of 
Condensing  Engine 

With  or 

Without  a 

Steam 

Jacket 

Absolute 
Steam 

Pressure 
in  Boilers. 

Pounds 
per  sq.  m. 

Pounds  of 
Steam  used 
per  I.  H.  P. 

per  Hour. 

Condensing  Surface 
I.  H.  P. 

2cyl.  Compound,  90°.  . 
2cyl.  Compound,  90°.  . 

Non-Compound 

Non-Compound 

Non-Compound 

Non-Compound 

Non-Compound 

Non-Compound 

With 

With 

With 

With 

With 

Without 

Without 

Without 

55 

85 

27.5 

55 

85 

27.5 

50 

85 

22 
18.4 

33      to  37 
22      to  26.5 
20.5  to  25 
40      to  44 
26.7  to  31 
21.7  to  25 

2.08 
1.74 

3.12  to3. 5 
2.08  to  2.53 
1.94  to  2.36 
3.78  to  4.15 
2.54  to  2.93 
2.05  to  2.36 

In  designing,  it  is  well  never  to  anticipate  a  vacuum  exceeding 
25  inches  of  mercury  when  the  engines  are  developing  full  power. 
This  corresponds  to  about  2.5  lbs.  pressure.  So  that  T  =  135  and 
L  =  1020;   and  equation  (5.)  may  be  reduced  to 


S: 


1020  11' 


17  IF 


180(135  —  0      3(135  —  /)" 


(G.) 


The  value  of  t  will  vary  with  the  quantity  of  circulating  water 
used  and  the  season  of  the  year.  It,  being  the  arithmetical  mean 
of  the  initial  and  final  temperatures  of  the  circulating  water,  is 
about  60  in  the  winter  and  75  in  the  summer.  Since  the  larger 
value  of  t  gives  the  greater  value  of  8/  we  will  substitute  t  =  75, 
and  equation  (6.)  becomes 


8: 


17  W 


17  W 

180  ■ 


(7.) 


3(135  —  75) 
IT'  is  the  total  number  of  pounds  of  steam  condensed  per  hour, 


the 


W  =  I.  H.  P.  X  pounds  of  steam  used  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour. 
By  combining  this  with  the   data  given   in  the  preceding  table. 


column  is  deduced. 
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The  pounrls  of  circulating;  water  required  per  hour  is 

_ir(L  +  r._T^^ ^^_^ 


R  ,     .     .     .     . 

Avhere  /'  =  the  rise  in  temperature  of  the  circulating  water. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Frederick  M.  Wheeler. — I  have  been  very  much  interested  in 
i;he  paper  on  Surface  Condensers  l\y  Prof.  Whitham,  as  I  believe 
it  is  the  first  paper  on  this  subject  that  has  been  presented  to  this 
Society. "  He  refers  to  the  experiments  of  Hall,  who  arranged  his 
tubes  in  a  vertical  position.  Now  Hall  would  certainly  have  been 
more  successful  had  the  tubes  been  placed  horizontally,  as  I  have 
found  by  experience  (as  also  have  other  builders  of  surface  con- 
densers) that  the  horizontal  system  is  the  better  one.  Xichols' 
experiments  certainly  prove  this,  for  he  condensed  from  10%  to 
20%  more  steam  with  the  tubes  placed  horizontally  than  when 
placed  vertically.  The  reason  for  this  is  very  apparent;  the  con- 
densed steam  continually  drops  away  from  the  entire  length  of 
the  tube,  while  in  the  vertical  form  the  water  of  condensation 
flows  down  the  outside  of  the  tube,  thus  covering  the  tube  with  a 
'film  of  water  for  its  entire  length.  Joule's  experiments  showed 
that  about'  100,000  heat  units  could  be  transmitted  per  square 
foot  of  surface  per  hour ;  now  this  result  has  been  exceeded  by 
Kirkaldy,  of  England  (according  to  a  report  published  in  the 
London  Engineer,  in  1885)  with  a  condenser  of  his  make  where 
130,000  heat  units  were  transmitted  per  hour  per  square  foot  of 
surface:  Kirkaldy  used  fluted  serpentine  coils,  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, arc  objectionable,  owing  to  its  being  almost  impossible  to 
clean  properly  the  inner  and  outer  surfaces  of  the  condensing  sur- 
face— a  necessity  if  you  wish  to  keep  up  the  efficiency  of  a  con- 
denser. The  best  surface  condenser  is  one  so  arranged  that  the 
tubes  can  be  readily  removed  for  cleaning  or  repairs;  this  means 
the  use  of  a  straight  tube  and  with  fastenings  which  will  not  be 
destroyed  by  the  removal  of  the  tube.  My  experience,  dating 
back  nearly  twenty  years  with  many  types  of  surface  condensers, 
has  shown  that  most  every  condenser  in  the  market  is  open  to  the 
objection  of  having  the  tube  packings  arranged  with  wood,  paper, 
•or    other    fibrous    packed    ferrules    or    glands;    these    are    all    likely 
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sooner  or  later  to  leak  and  give  trouble,  and  where  a  vessel  is 
laid  up  for  any  length  of  time,  are  liable  to  dry  out  and  cause 
leakage;  then  again,  whether  the  tubes  are  packed  with  ferrules^ 
stuffing-boxes  or  glands,  there  is  always  a  liability  of  the  tubes 
being  held  rigidly,  thereby  preventing  proper  expansion  and  con- 
traction. 

The  siTperintendcnt  (if  the  Ward  Line  of  steamers  had  an  ex- 
perience of  this  kind  with  condensers  on  his  steamers;  in  cleaning 
the  condensers  after  a  few  years  service,  the  tubes  were  indented 
and  otherwise  roughened  at  the  ends,  in  taking  them  out;  when 
replaced,  the  tube  ferrules  gripped  and  held  firmly  a  sufficient 
number  of  these  tubes  so  as  to  cause  the  rupture  of  the  tube 
heads;  the  result  was  that  all  the  tube  heads  had  to  be  replaced 
at  considerable  expense.  I  ha\e  prevented  trouble  of  this  kind 
by  arranging  the  tubes  so  that  but  one  end  was  held  fast — the 
other  end  being  free  to  expand  and  contract  without  limit.  To 
accomplish  this  I  used  one  tube  inside  a  large  one,  the  water  first 
passing  through  the  smaller  tube  and  returning  through  the  annu- 
lar space  between  the  two  tubes;  this  space  being  over  50%  greater 
area  than  the  area  of  the  smaller  tube.  With  an  active  circula- 
tion of  water  through  tubes  of  this  arrangement  and  a  water 
chamber  of  special  design  I  secured  remarkable  results,  particu- 
lars of  which  I  shall  publish  when  verified  by  an  Official  Board 
from  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering. 

Xow  the  formula  proposed  by  Prof.  Whitham  seems  to  me  to  be 
very  consistent,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  of  practical  value  in  the 
designing  and  proportioning  of  the  surface  condensers.  The  only 
thing  I  might  criticise  is  the  second  line  of  the  formula  where 
the  term  T^  might  trouble  in  the  result  of  his  calculations;  for  the 
reason  that  the  temperature  of  the  hot  well  is  generally  less  than 
the  temperature  of  the  condensed  steam  as  it  passes  out  of  the 
discharge  nozzle  of  the  condenser;  in  other  words,  as  the  con- 
densed steam  leaves  the  condenser  and  passes  through  the  air 
pump  and  pipes,  it  is  continually  losing  heat  until  it  reaches 
the  hot  well.  I  have  known  the  difference  of  temperature  of  con- 
densed steam  to  be  as  high  as  10  to  20  degrees. 

Prof.  Seaton's  tables  are  generally  followed  in  English  prac- 
tice, and  are.  now  being  used  in  this  country  more  than  formerly. 
It  is  very  amusing,  however,  to  find  how  little  is  known  by  the 
builders  of  surface  condensers  in  this  country  as  regards  the 
proper  adaptation  of  the  condenser  to  the  engine ;  and   I  have  no 
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doubt  that  the  paper  of  Prof.  Whitham  (with  the  wide  eircidation 
which  the  Society  will  give  it)  will  do  much  to  educate  and  assist 
manufacturers  in  more  intelligent  practice. 

j\lr.  Louis  G.  Engel. — I  believe  the  common  practice  is  to  use 
condenser  tubes  of  brass,  which  brass  is  perhaps  similar  to  that 
mentioned  in  the  table  given  by  Mr.  Whitham,  as  being  com- 
posed of  60%  of  copper  and  40%  of  zinc.  It  is  this  zinc  which  has 
obliged  US  to  throw  out  brass  pipe  for  any  purpose  where  it  is 
e-xposed  to  sugar  liquors,  or  even  the  vapors  from  the  same,  in 
a  vacuum  pan  and  to  substitute  copper  therefor.  The  specimen 
submitted  of  what  was  once  a  brass  tube  is  from  the  surface  con- 
denser situated  between  a  vacuum  pan  and  the  jet  condenser, 
e.xposed  to  tlie  vapor  from  the  pan  at  a  high  velocity,  subject  to 
a  range  of  temperature  from  probably  50°  to  212°  P.,  the  tubes 
being  about  12  feet  long  in  a  vertical  position  and  free  to  move 
at  the  lower  end.  Time  of  service  about  six  years  with  Eidgewood 
(Brooklyn)  water  inside  the  tubes  for  cooling. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  form  of  the  tube  remains,  that  the 
zinc  has  largely  disappeared,  that  the  residue  is  probably  an 
oxide  of  copper  so  weak  as  to  rcsendde  red  brick  in  its  facility 
for  breaking  short. 

We  have  replaced  those  broken  or  split  with  copper  tubes 
which  expand  about  as  well  as  brass,  are  as  free  from  leaks  where 
expanded,  and  last  very  much  longer.  Of  course  where  the  tubes 
are  only  exposed  to  the  action  of  condensed  steam  from  an  engine, 
brass  may  last  indefinitely,  especially  if  good  oil  is  used  for  lubri- 
cation ;  but  the  specimen  submitted  speaks  for  itself  as  to  its 
endurance  under  the  conditions  cited.  The  principal  advantage 
claimed  for  brass  tubes  seems  to  be  their  rigidity,  especially  when 
horizontal,  yet  we  have  two-inch  copper  tubes  No.  14  Birming- 
ham Gauge  over  nine  feet  long  in  use  about  four  years,  horizon- 
tally, without  any  perceptible  sag.  I  am  convinced  that  this  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  one  end  was  free  to  move;  for  when  this  condition 
does  not  obtain,  a  sag  is  the  inevitable  result  not  only  of  the  weight 
but  of  a  gradual  growth  of  the  tube  in  length,  due  to  innumerable 
expansions  by  heat,  greater  individually  by  a  minute  quantity 
than  the  subsequent  contractions,  but  in  the  aggregate  actually 
greater  by  a  very  appreciable  amount. 

Mr.  Nagle. — I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  these  vapors  per- 
meate a  sugar  refinery  throughout,  and  are  destructive  to  all 
brasses  within  the  premises,  from   the  basement  to  the  attic.     Of 
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course  they  are  more  active  on  some  floors  than  on  others;  but 
even  in  the  basement  these  vapors  affect  all  brasses  and  cover 
tliem  with  a  slight  oxide.  One  remedy  is,  to  coat  them  with 
paraffine,  where  that  is  possible. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Coon. — I  have  known  a  case  where  the  brass  tubes  of 
a  feed  water  heater  were  acted  on  in  the  same  way  as  those  ex- 
hibited. The  gases  in  the  coal  ate  the  zinc  out,  and  left  the  copper 
in  a  similar  brittle  condition,  so  that  the  heater  had  to  be  takem 
out  for  this  reason. 
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CCXCII. 
AUTOMATIC  REGULATOR  FOR  HEATLXG  APPARATUS. 

BY    J.    T.    HAWKIXS.    TAUXTOX,    MASS. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

For  the  heating  of  buildings,  the  hot-water  system  has  many  ad- 
vantages over  steam  radiators,  and  it  is  now  coming  more  largely 
into  use  than  heretofore.  In  Europe  and  Canada  the  hot-water 
system  has  been  much  more  largely  used  than  in  the  United 
States.  Lately,  however,  its  superior  advantages  have  become 
recognized  in  this  country,  and  it  is  now  rapidly  supplanting  the 
steam  system,  particularly  for  the  heating  of  residences. 

The  principal  advantage  of  the  hot-water  over  the  steam  method 
is  that  the  temperature  of  the  radiators  may  be  varied  in  the  former 
to  suit  the  exigencies  of  the  season,  while  in  the  latter,  if  sufficient 
radiating  surface  be  supplied  to  warm  a  given  room  in  severe 
weather,  it  is  altogether  too  liberal  in  its  heat-dispensing  power  in 
mild  weather;  and  too  high  a  temperature  must  be  submitted  to 
in  such  cases  in  the  apartments  heated,  or  the  radiator  shut  off  and 
the  other  extreme  endured;  or,  even  if  by  constant  watchfulness 
the  steam  radiators  be  from  time  to  time  turned  off  and  on — which 
operation  constitutes  a  very  grave  nuisance — the  apartments 
sought  to  be  warmed  must  at  best  fluctuate  between  considerable 
maxima  and  minima  of  temperature. 

In  the  open  hot-water  circulating  system,  with  the  proper  regu- 
lation of  the  combustion  in  the  water  heater,  the  radiators  may  be 
kept  at  any  temperature  desired  below  212°  Fahrenheit;  while 
with  steam  coils  or  radiators,  if  they  be  heated  at  all,  it  must  be  at 
least  at  212°,  and,  where  a  pressure  of  four  or  five  pounds  to  the 
square  inch,  necessary  for  complete  circulation  of  the  steam,  be 
carried  in  the  boiler,  it  will  be  something  more.  The  nuisance  of 
being  obliged  to  expel  the  air  from  the  cooled  steam  radiator  also 
adds  to  the  discomfort  attending  it,  and  also  renders  it  less  efficient 
in  maintaining  an  equable  temperature  in  the  apartment.  Auto- 
matic air  valves  mollify  this  difficulty  somewhat,  but  even  with  the 
best  of  these,  when  .so  nicely  adjusted  as  to  be  entirely  closed  when 
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the  radiator  is  heated,  the  time  required  to  discharge  the  cold  air 
from  a  radiator  of  any  considerable  size  through  the  exceedingly 
small  opening  offered  when  the  radiator  is  cold  is  so  great  as  to 
add  still  further  to  the  fluctuations  of  temperature  of  a  room  heated 
by  them  in  moderate  weather,  if  they  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
warm  the  room  properly  in  the  coldest  weather. 

The  hot-water  system  has  not,  however,  heretofore,  so  far  as  no- 
ticed by  the  writer,  been  provided  with  any  efficient  means  of  auto- 
matically regulating  the  combustion,  while  the  steam  system,  by 
means  of  varying  pressure  of  steam  in  the  boiler,  offers  a  very 
facile  and  simple  means  of  opening  and  closing  the  dampers  auto- 
matically, and  thus  regulating  very  perfectly  the  comlmstion  to 
conform  to  the  demands  made  upon  the  radiators. 

There  are  in  use  automatic  electric  regulators  for  hot-water  and 
hot-air  furnaces,  governed  by  the  temperature  of  the  apartment 
through  a  delicate  thermostat  making  and  breaking  electric  con- 
tacts wliieh  trip  into  operation  some  extraneous  power  for  opening 
and  closing  the  dampers;  but  they  are  very  delicate  in  construc- 
tion, and  under  ordinary  use  quite  liable  to  lose  their  nice  ad- 
justment and  become  inoperative.  When  kept  in  perfect  adjust- 
ment, moreover,  they  are  extreme  in  their  operation,  requiring  a 
certain  range  of  temperature  to  be  submitted  to  in  an  apartment 
before  a  change  will  occur;  and  when  such  an  appliance  operates 
upon  the  dampers,  by  the  apartments  having  reached  either  the 
maximum  or  minimum  temperature  at  which  it  will  act,  the  damp- 
ers are  either  wholly  closed  or  wholly  opened  by  the  extraneous 
power  referred  to;  and  the  result  is  a  continual  succession  of  max- 
imum and  minimum  temperatures  in  the  apartment,  instead  of  an 
equably  maintained  one.  Thus,  with  the  dampers  entirely  open,  the 
combustion  goes  on  at  a  rapid  rate  until  the  temperature  in  the 
apartment  reaches  the  maximum  point  at  which  the  thermostat 
makes  the  necessary  connection  by  which  the  trip  is  operated,  and 
the  extraneous  power  closes  them  tight,  the  reverse  obtaining  until 
the  minimum  temperature  in  the  apartment  is  reached;  and  these 
operations  are  periodically  and  continually  repeated,  and,  so  far  as 
the  writer  knows,  these  fluctuations  are  quite  beyond  the  limits  of 
comfort. 

There  are  also  in  use  damper  regulators  for  hot-air  and  hot-water 
apparatus  in  which  the  dampers  are  operated  tlirough  the  expan- 
sion of  a  straight  rod,  the  motion  of  whose  free  end  is  multiplied 
into   the   dampers   by   means   of   a   succession   of   unequally   armed 
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levers;  but,  in  such,  the  multiplication  of  motion  is  required  to  be 
so  great  as  to  involve  the  use  of  a  class  of  mechanism  badly  adapted 
to  such  situations  as  are  usually  occupied  by  furnaces;  and,  while 
suitable  for  instruments  of  precision,  are  objectionable  for  such 
]nirposes  as  above,  as  liable  to  fail  because  of  the  accuracy  of 
operation  required,  which  is  not  likely  to  be  long  maintained  in 
such  situations. 

The  above  consideijuimis   iinliicpd  the  writer  to  devise  the  appa- 


FiG.  107  Fig.  108 

ratus  outlined  in  the  figures — which,  of  course,  may  be  varied  in 
construction  in  many  ways.  Figures  107,  108  and  109  show  re- 
spectively a  plan  view  and  a  front  and  side  elevation  of  the  appara- 
tus as  attaciied  to  a  hot-water  system.  1  is  the  heater;  2,  the  flue 
leading  to  chimney;  3,  a  pipe  leading  from  the  top  of  the  heater 
to  a  radiator;  4,  a  return  pipe  from  the  radiator,  delivering  the 
cooled  water  into  the  lower  part  of  the  heater.  Surrounding  pipe 
4  is  a  helical-coil  thermostat,  constitued  of  two  strips  of  dissimilar 
metals,  having  widely  different  coefficients  of  expansion,  as  brass 
and  iron,  riveted,  soldered,  or  brazed  together.     This  helical  ther- 


434 


AUTOMATIC    HEGULATOIi    FOU    HEATING   APPAEATDS. 


mostat  fits  over  the  pipe  i  easily,  with  the  more  expansible  metal 
on  the  inside,  and  the  less  expansible  on  the  outside,  exposed  to 
ithe  temperature  of  the  surrounding  air.  The  lower  end  of  the 
helix  is  secured  to  a  lever  6,  having  in  one  arm  an  arc  of  pin- 
holes, the  outer  arm  constituting  the  handles.  A  lug  7  is  attached 
to  the  heater,  having  the  single  hole  meeting  the  arc  of  holes  in 
the  lever  5.  A  pin  8  may  be  placed  in  either  of  the  holes  in  the 
arc,  and  thus  the  lever  6  be  rigidly  held  in  either  position  deter- 
mined bv  the  given  hole  used. 


Fig.  109 

To  the  upper  end  of  the  helLx  is  secured  a  lever  10,  having  at  its 
free  end  a  pin  11.  13  is  a  damj)er  of  the  flue  pipe;  and  12  a  lever 
secured  to  its  axis.  15  is  the  ash-pit  or  inlet  damper.  19  is  a  strip 
of  metal  containing  a  series  of  holes  fitting  the  pin  11.  16  is  a 
chain  passing  over  one  of  the  leading  pulleys  20,  with  one  end 
connected  to  the  strip  19  and  the  other  to  the  inlet  damper  15. 
17  is  a  similar  chain  passing  over  another  leading  pulley  20,  and 
connecting  the  other  end  of  the  strip  19  with  the  free  end  of  the 
damper  lever  12.     18  is  a  weight  suspended  from  the  lever  12,  to 
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counterbalance  the  weight  of  the  daniiier  15  and  tjie  surplus  verti- 
cal chain  leading  from  it. 

In  this  construction  it  will  be  obvious  that  the  expansible  helix, 
having  the  more  expansible  metal  exposed  to  the  fluctuations  of  the 
temperature  of  the  pipe  within  it,  while  the  less  expansible  one  is  in 
contact  with  the  surrounding  air,  and  therefore  only  partially 
heated  by  conduction  from  the  inner  one,  will  undergo  a  consider- 
ably greater  straightening  or  unwinding  for  a  given  elevation  of 
temperature  of  the  pipe  within  it  than  if  it  were  merely  immersed 
wholly  in  the  medium  whose  variation  of  temperature  was  to  oper- 
ate upon  it,  as  with  the  ordinary  thermostat;  and  that,  the  lower 
end  of  the  helix  being  fixed,  and  the  helix  being  of  considerable 
length,  such  a  straightening  or  unwinding  by  elevation,  or  coiling 
up  by  reduction  of  temperature  of  the  pipe,  will  cause  the  upper 
lever  10  to  move  through  a  considerable  arc  for  a  small  variation 
in  temperature  of  the  pipe  within  it,  and  that  the  force  exerted  to 
move  the  lever  10  will  be  a  very  positive  one.  The  pin  holes  in 
the  plate  19  serve  merely  to  regulate  the  relative  position  of  the 
dampers  13  and  15,  and  the  lever  arc  6.  The  same,  however,  may 
be  accomplished  by  hooking  the  chains  directly  to  the  lever  10, 
and  taking  them  up  or  letting  them  out,  as  may  be  required.  The 
adjustment  of  the  position  of  the  lever  6  will  determine  the  tem- 
])erature  of  the  pipe  4,  at  which  the  dampers  13  and  15  will  become 
closed  or  remain  in  any  desired  position  of  partial  opening;  and,  in 
any  given  weather,  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  put  the  pin  8  in 
such  hole  of  the  arc  of  lever  6  as  will  keep  the  water  returned  down 
the  pipe  4,  and  consequently  that  circulating  through  the  radiator, 
at  the  required  temperature.  This  adjustment  decides  what  tem- 
perature the  apartment  will  be  maintained  at,  the  apparatus  there- 
after automatically  maintaining  that  temperature.  Of  course,  the 
adjustment  of  the  lever  6  may,  by  any  well-known  means,  be 
made  to  be  operated  from  the  room  where  the  radiator  is  situated, 
in  order  to  avoid  going  into  the  cellar  to  make  the  adjustments; 
and  in  many  cases  this  may  be  desirable,  as  it  is  often  required, 
without  any  marked  change  in  the  weather,  to  maintain  a  lower 
temperature  throughout  the  house — for  instance,  to  have  it  at  night 
cooler  than  during  the  day,  in  order  to  reduce  the  combustion  dur- 
ing the  night  to  a  minimum. 

The  helical  thermostat  is  shown  as  surrounding  a  return  pipe,  but 
it  will  be  equally  efficient,  and  is  generally  most  desirable,  if  placed 
upon  an  ascending  or  delivery  pipe;  the  only  difference  being  that 
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in  one  case  the  regulation  is  made  to  conform  to  the  fluctuations  of 
the  temperature  of  the  water  passing  from  the  heater  to  the  radi- 
ator, and  in  the  other  case  to  those  of  tlie  water  returned  from  the 
radiator  to  the  heater. 

As  in  the  gravity,  (U-  open  hot-water  system,  tliere  is  generally  re- 
quired to  be  a  separate  return  and  delivery  pipe  (oiiiii'ctiiig  each  ra- 
diator with  the  heater,  it  would  be  desirable  to  iiii.uh  iln-  ajiparatus 
to  either  the  delivery  or  return  pipe  of  the  prim  ijiiil  rmliaior  in  the 
house,  so  that  the  temperature  of  the  entire  house  will  be  governed 
by  that  of  its  principal  apartment. 

This  apparatus  is  quite  as  applicable  to  the  government  of  hot- 
air  furnaces  as  to  hot-water,  by  providing  a  special  small  branch 
hot-air  flue,  to  be  suiTounded  by  the  helical  thermostat,  and  the 
necessary  connections  made  for  the  dampers. 

DISCUSSION. 

.!/;■.  (!eo.  If.  liuhrock-.—Tho  arrangement  jjroposed  by  Mr. 
Hawkins  for  regulating  the  (lanijjer  of  a  hot-water  apparatus  is 
a  very  ingenious  adaptation  of  Dr.  Arnot's  "  thermometer  stove " 
of  fifty  years  ago,  and  as  a  means  of  preventing  the  overheating 
of  the  water,  so  as  to  genei'ate  steam,  will  doubtless  prove  very 
efficient,  when  the  thermostat  is  fixed  upon  the  hot-water  pipe. 
But  as  a  means  of  regulating  the  temperature  of  a  roofn  or  build- 
ing, it  seems  to  me  to  be  of  little  value  for  several  reasons.  First, 
the  thermostat  working  by  the  difference  of  temperature  between 
the  fire  room  and  the  pipe  will  cause  the  temperature  of  the  water 
in  the  pipe  to  vary  with  that  of  the  fire  room,  and  presumably  of 
the  external  air,  so  that  the  colder  the  weather,  the  less  will  be 
the  temperature  of  the  walcr  circulated  through  the  pipes, — 
directly  the  reverse  of  the  requirements  of  the  case. 

Again,  the  demands  for  heat  vary  with  the  hours  of  the  day. 
Frequently  a  cool  morning  will  be  succeeded  by  a  v(>ry  warm 
afternoon,  and  unless  the  thermostat  be  often  adjusted,  the  heat- 
ing will  be  quite  too  regular  for  comfort.  But  there  is  a  greater 
objection  to  the  arrangement.  It  is  the  nature  of  a  hot-water 
apparatus  not  to  permit  sudden  changes  in  supply,  whatever  the 
demand.  The  chief  reconiinendation  of  this  method  of  heating 
heretofore  has  been  that  if  the  fire  be  left  to  go  out,  the  effect  will 
not  be  felt  for  an  hour  or  two;  and,  per  contra,  it  takes  an  equally 
long  time  to  get  u])  a  comfortable  temperature  in  a  cold  room. 
Now   the   thcrniostat    arranged   as   described   may   kcc])   up   an    even 
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t(:'in]XM-!itiiir  in  till'  |)i|ii's  while  ilu'  fire  holds  out  to  burn,  but  it 
cannot  do  nmir  ili;in  krcp  u|i  a  |ir<iftipally  constant  heating  power 
in  the  loom,  wiiicii  is,  I'lvqiu'iulv,  just  what  is  not  wanted.  More- 
over, the  adjustment  of  the  thcinidslai  will  not  make  itself  f(dt  for 
some  time  after  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Hawkins  speaks  slightingly  of  the  electrical  regulation  of 
steam  heat,  and  feelingly  remarks  upon  the  constant  recurrence  of 
maximum  and  minimum  temperatures,  which  he  says  are  "  quite 
beyond  the  limits  of  comfort."  Now  it  happens  that  I  have  had  one 
of  these — Johnson's — in  my  house  for  three  seasons,  and  I  have  not 
found  it  a  very  delicate  instrument  to  manage,  or  a  severe  trial  to 
the  nerves.  It  is  true  it  will  not  keep  the  house  cooler  than  the 
external  air,  nor  when  the  radiation  from  the  closed  registers  and 
heated  floor  above  the  boiler  is  sufficient  to  carry  the  teni]3erature 
above  the  standard  does  it  prevent  the  house  from  becoming  too 
warm,  but  it  would  l)e  perfectly  easy  to  so  arrange  it  that  at  such 
times  it  would  admit  a  supply  of  cold  air,  and  thus  overcome  this 
objection.  Many  of  them  are  put  up,  one  in  each  room,  connected 
with  the  steam  valves  of  the  radiators,  in  which  case  the  temper- 
ature in  the  room  has  been  known  not  to  vary  one-half  a  degree  all 
day  long,  wliich  variation,  I  submit,  is  not  "  beyond  the  limits  of 
comfort. ■■  If  Mr.  Hawkins  can  keep  a  room  heated  by  hot  water 
within  the  same  limits,  he  will  deserve  the  thanks  of  all  those  who 
use  that  method  of  heating. 

Objection  might  also  be  taken  to  the  statement  that  the  hot- 
water  system  "  is  now  rapidly  supplanting  the  steam  system,  par- 
ticularly for  residences.'-"  Such  is,  I  think,  not  the  fact  except 
possibly  in  certain  localities  in  New  England,  where  considerable 
effort  has  been  recently  made  to  introduce  certain  kinds  of  hot- 
water  heaters.  These  things  go  very  much  by  fashions,  like  styles 
of  architecture.  Some  thirty-four  years  ago,  after  Hood  had  spent 
ten  years  of  earnest  endeavor  to  introduce  hot-water  heating  into 
England.  Mr.  Charles  Tomlinson  in  his  Cyclopedia  of  Useful  Arts, 
wrote :  ''  The  method  of  heating  by  steam  pipes  has  long  given  way 
to  hot-water  apparatus."  At  that  time  it  was  fashionable  in  this 
country  also.  But  hot  water  again  gave  way  to  steam,  and 
was  relegated  mainly  to  the  heating  of  green-houses;  even  these, 
however,  arc  now  being  heated  extensively  by  steam  in  preference. 
So  far  is  hot  water  from  displacing  steam  at  the  present  time,  that 
several  times  as  many  new  buildings,  and  even  dwellings,  are  being 
fitted  with  steam  as  with  hot  water.     Xeither  steam  nor  hot-water 
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heating  is  vury  new.  In  a  foruier  discussion  on  this  subject,*  it 
was  pointed  out  that  steam  heating  was  used  in  Pompeii;  how 
mucli  older  it  may  be  we  do  not  know.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the 
first  use  of  a  circulation  of  hot  water  in  pipes  was  by  M.  Bonne- 
main,  in  France,  who  used  it  for  hatching  chickens.  Some  inter- 
esting discussions  of  the  relative  value  of  the  systems  for  heating 
from  central  stations  will  be  found  among  the  papers  of  the  Wash- 
ington meeting,  June,  1887. 

The  worst  thing  which  can  be  said  against  steam  in  a  dwelling 
is  that  which  has  been  pointed  put  in  the  paper — the  difficulty  in 
tempering  its  heat  to  very  moderate  weather.  But  even  this  is 
perfectly  overcome  by  an  arrangement  now  quite  generally  used, 
of  enclosing  the  boiler  and  a  sufficient  number  of  steam  coils  in  a 
brick  chamber,  from  which  heated  air  is  taken  to  the  living  rooms 
and  main  hall.  In  moderate  weather  the  boiler  itself,  without 
making  steam,  gives  sufficient  warmth  to  the  air  for  comfort^in 
that  case  becoming  for  the  occasion  a  hot-water  apparatus — while 
its  full  power  is  available  in  cold  weather  to  supply  steam  for  every 
room.  With  this  arrangement  for  detached  buildings,  or  the  sup- 
ply of  steam  from  street  mains  where  it  can  be  obtained,  and  the 
electrical  controlling  apparatus,  properly  applied,  it  would  seem 
that  nothing  further  c-ould  be  desired  in  the  way  of  domestic 
heating. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Dent. — I  would  like  to  ask  what  change  of  tempera- 
ture is  required  to  make  this  apparatus  work. 

Mr.  Hawkins. — I  will  say  in  that  connection  that  I  expected  to 
be  able  to  report  on  a  series  of  experiments  on  an  operating  in- 
strument by  this  time,  but  I  have  not  succeeded  in  getting  the 
work  done  in  time;  but  I  can  say  I  have  made  some  crude  ex- 
periments in  which  I  have  found  that  with  a  smaller  helix  of  about 
an  inch  in  length,  the  material  being  about  1/32  of  an  inch  thick, 
half  brass  and  half  steel,  and  the  width  of  the  strip  about  3/16  of  an 
inch,  coiled  in  about  a  %-inch  diameter  coil — with  that  arrange- 
pient  could  be  gotten  motion  through  an  angle  of  a  little  over 
180  degrees  with  about  100  degrees  variation  in  temperature. 
I  saw  a  metallic  thermometer  made  in  about  that  proportion,  and 
the  index  motion  multiplied  the  rod  motion  eight  times,  so  that  the 
pointer  passed  through  180  degrees  of  arc  with  a  100  degrees  varia- 
tion in  temperature,  the  helix  being  wholly  immersed  in  water 
passing  through  the  pipe. 

♦Transactions  A.  S.  M.  E.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  861. 
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.1//-.  Win.  Kent. — I  would  like  to  ask  wiiy  tiie  liot-vvatur  system 
lias  i-oiiie  into  use  so  slififlitly  in  competition  with  steam  heating. 

Mr.  Ilairlin.'i. — I  ean  only  say  in  reply  to  that,  that  I  have  been 
as  entirely  ignorant  on  that  question  as  .Mr.  Kent,  ami  that  my 
having  anything  to  do  with  this  at  all  has  simply  arisen  from 
my  deciding  to  take  a  hot-air  apparatus  out  of  my  own  residence 
:uul  look  up  what  was  best  to  replace  it  with;  intending  to  use 
either  steam  or  hot  water,  and  in  my  inquiries  I  found  that  in  the 
northern  and  colder  climates,  hot  water  was  used  very  much  more 
than  it  had  been,  and  was  going  into  use  still  more. 

.1//-.  W.  R.  Warner. — In  answer  to  Mr.  Kent's  question,  1  would 
~ay  that  this  subject  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  before.  One 
iif  the  objections  to  the  use  of  hot  water  is  that  you  must  always 
have  the  radiators  full  of  water  from  the  top  of  the  house'  to  the 
iiottom,  and  in  case  there  is  any  leak,  you  are  liable  to  i)e  flooded. 
Another  is,  that  in  case  you  wish  to  shut  off  the  water  from  any 
<if  the  upper  rooms,  you  are  liable  to  freeze;  then  you  will  be 
flooded.  I  have  learned  of  no  method  of  obviating  those  two 
oijjcctions.  They  arc  not  generally  spoken  of  by  the  agents  of 
the  hot-water  system.  In  the  use  of  steam,  no  such  accidents  ean 
happen. 

.1/;-.  Hawlin.s.—^  would  not  like  to  have  it  understood  that  I 
have  prepared  this  paper  merely  to  advocate  the  hot-water  sys- 
tem. I  merely  said  what  I  did  in  reference  to  its  coming  into 
mure  universal  u.se  than  heretofore  because  that  was  what  I  found 
in  my  investigation,  particularly  in  Canada  and  the  Northern  States, 
where  the  weather  is  very  cold  in  the  winter  season.  I  am  not 
l)articularly  an  advocate  of  it,  although  I  believe,  everything  con- 
sidered, that  it  is  the  best  method  of  warming  residences  to-day. 
W'iiile  it  may  be  true  that  an  engineer,  such  as  we  know  Mr.  Bab- 
cock  to  be,  could  have  his  electrical  apparatus  in  his  house  and 
receive  the  best  kind  of  satisfaction  from  it,  it  is  nevertheless  true 
that  in  the  large  majority  of  houses  where  there  are  no  such  engi- 
neers, the  reverse  would  be  the  case,  and  that  the  electrical  appa- 
ratus would  be  very  likely  to  get  out  of  order  when  there  would 
\h-  nobody  sulTicieiitly  skilled  to  attend  to  it.  Very  few  could  be 
as  murh  inten'stcd  in  making  a  steam  phitit  successful  as  ^Ir. 
Haijcock. 

Then  r  think  he  makes  a  mistake  to  some  extent  in  stating  that 
the  length  of  time  required  for  a  change  ol'  tem])erature  in  the 
radial.ir    is    .<o   great.      If   what    tlie    hdt-walcr    people    rc|.ic.-ient    be 
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true — 1  laiinot  state  troiii  personal  observation — and  the  appara- 
tus be  properly  piped,  the  circulation  due  to  change  of  tempera- 
ture is  very  rapid,  and  the  temperature  of  a  pipe  100  feet  from 
the  furnace  will  change  iu  a  very  few  minutes  from  a  small  change 
in  the  condition  of  the  fire.  That  is  what  they  represent,  and,  so 
far  as  1  have  gone  in  investigating  it,  I  think  it  is  true. 

Mr.  Jacob  Reese. — I  wish  to  say  here  that  I  differ  from  Mr. 
Hawkins  in  one  statement  that  he  has  made.  He  states  that  he 
thinks  that  is  the  verj'  best  method  of  heating.  In  Pittsburgh 
we  heat  our  houses  with  natural  gas.  I  think  that  is  a  great  deal 
in  advance  of  the  gentleman's  system. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Gobeille. — As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  northern  cities — 
Montreal  and  Quebec,  for  instance,  heating  by  hot  water  is  almost 
the  rule,  and  that  has  not  come  into  vogue  only  in  the  last  tlirec 
or  four  years,  but  has  been  in  use  for  a  number  of  j-ears.  Sim  r 
the  winter  carnival  has  been  held  in  Montreal,  and  people  fruiu 
southern  climates  have  gone  there  and  shivered  around  the 
hotels  having  a  good  time,  the  natives  have  paid  more  attention 
to  heating,  and  it  is  found  that  nothing  will  do  so  much  heafini: 
and  give  such  an  equable  and  comfortable  heat,  as  hot  water.  1 
venture  to  say  that  in  the  city  of  Montreal  nine-tenths  of  the 
heating,  as  regards  the  principal  residences  and  hotels,  is  done 
with  hot  water. 

Mr.  Den  I. — In  confirmation,  also,  of  what  has  been  said,  I  would 
say  that  in  my  city — Washington — I  think  there  are  three  hot- 
water  plants  put  in  for  one  steam.  It  has  taken  the  place  ol 
almost  every  other  method  of  heating  there.  In  regard  to  tlie 
time  of  changing  temperature,  I  would  say  that  I  have  had  apija- 
ratus  in  which  the  temperature  could  be  raised  from  that  of  cold 
water  and  complete  circulation  established,  the  water  coming  back 
at  a  temperature  of  12.5  to  130  degrees  inside  of  13  minutes. 
I  do  not  think  any  system  could  do  much  better  than  that. 

Mr.  Kent. — I  would  Uke  to  ask  Mr.  Dent  how  he  gets  over  the 
difficulty  about  the  leaks,  raised  by  Mr.  Warner. 

Mr.  Dent. — The  difficulty  is  simply  to  be  overcome  by  good 
workmanship. 

Mr.  Kent. — What  as  to  freezing? 

Mr.  Dent. — I  never  had  a  case  of  it.  There  is  one  objection 
to  steam  heating  for  dwelling  houses  which  has  not  been  brought 
out,  I  think,  and  that  is,  no  matter  liow  well  the  apparatus  is  con- 
structed,  a    verv   slisrlit   decree   of   carelessness   in  the   management 
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(vf  it  will  i-auiic  wntiT-luiminer  in  the  pipes.  I  think  \vc  all  know 
hnw  ilisaiiiveahle  that  is.  Simply  the  sluitting  of  one  valve  in 
the  radiator  will  cause  that,  ^ine  people  out  of  ten  seem  dis- 
posed to  manage  the  radiator  in  that  manner. 

Mr.  If.  P.  Miiiot. — I  do  not  know  hut  tliat  I  Iiad  better  expose 
a  little  of  my  ignorance  here  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  tried  a 
little  experiment  on  these  heating  radiators  at  one  time.  As  to 
handling  the  valve  at  the  radiator,  I  would  as  soon  think  of  going 
to  a  coal  mine  and  telling  the  miner  to  send  along  less  coal  as  to 
:ittempt  to  control  the  heat  in  the  room  by  operating  the  damper 
at  the  boiler.  In  the  arrangement  tried,  the  valve  easting  was  made 
similar  to  an  angle  valve — a  brass  casting  with  a  slide  valve  in  it 
with  two  openings.  I  made  an  iBstrument  with  several  strips  of 
steel  and  brass  perhaps  six  inches  long  with  the  convex  sides 
together  and  a  rivet  through.  I  made  the  tiling,  I  think,  fifteen 
inches  high.  The  radiator  stood  near  the  grate  or  mantel  and  I 
put  the  instrument  on  the  mantel  and  fastened  it  to  that.  I 
operated  the  thing  for  six  days,  commencing  Monday  morning 
Mnd  running  it  until  Saturday  night.  The  windows  were  opened 
and  closed  several  times  (it  was  in  the  winter  time)  to  see  how 
nearly  I  could  hold  a  certain  temperature.  I  believe  the  proper 
way  to  do  that  is  to  get  some  apparatus  which  will  keep  the  room 
at  some  proper  temperature — wherever  you  may  determine  it  to 
be — by  using  an  adjusting  screw  to  set  the  valve  to  the  tempera- 
ture recjuired.  As  I  say,  the  valve  had  t\vo  openings,  with  a  small, 
\'-shaped  notch  at  the  bottom  of  each  one,  and  the  bottom  notch 
was  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  water  out  of  the  regulator.  I 
]>ut  a  glass  head  in  the  outer  end  so  that  T  could  watch  the  result. 
Condensed  water  would  dam  up  against  that  opening  until  it  got 
]ieiliaps  a  spoonful:  then  it  would  go  out  with  a  kind  of  a  gush  and 
'  r  all  dear  until  it  tilled  up  again,  and  I  could  hold  the  teinpera- 
"iie  of  that  room  within  two  degrees  of  any  temperature  T  desired 
I  Kim  morning  until  night.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  bit  of  trouble 
in  doing  that.  The  unequal  expansion  of  the'  metal  would  control 
tliat  just  as  you  want  it,  adjusting  by  a  screw.  You  would  have 
til  do  that  to  get  the  right  temperature.  You  might  jjet  the  room 
til  100.  or  down  to  50,  but  there  is  not  a  l)it  of  trouble  in  doing  it. 
You  can  all  very  readily  see  how  sensitive  you  could  make  a  thing 
of  that  kind  and  still  have  it  positive.  I  would  not  expect  as  good 
a  result  from  any  helix,  such  as  this  gentleman  speaks  of.  because 
I    do   not   believe    it   would    be   positive   enough.      There    is    nuthing 
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like  getting  the  expansion  of  a  straight  rod  or  something  of  that 
Ivind  that  cannot  possibly  get  away.  If  you  fasten  the  upper  end 
of  this  arrangement  I  speak  of  to  something  which  is  immovable, 
the  other  end  has  got  to  go  wherever  you  desire  it. 

Mr.  Reese. — Another  question  arises  here:  How  is  water  com- 
pared with  steam,  in  respect  to  cleanliness?  I  presume  this 
room  is  heated  by  steam.  You  see  the  dark  clouds  on  the  wall 
of  this  room  over  the  radiators.  We  used  to  have  a  great  deal 
of  dirt  about  Pittsburgh,  but  now  we  protest  against  anything 
that  looks  like  dirt,  because  our  natural  gas  burns  in  a  beautiful 
sky-blue  tianie.  We  whitewash  our  fire-places  and  grates,  and  dip 
brickbats  into  lime  and  fill  up  the  grate  with  chunks  of  stone  or 
brick  dipped  in  lime,  and  it  is  all  white  and  beautiful,  a  thing  of 
beauty  and  a  joy  forever  to  those  that  have  it.  A  radiator  creates 
a  current  of  air  and  draws  the  dust  from  the  floor  and  darkens 
the  wall  where  the  dusty  current  strikes  it.  Hot  water  probably 
does  not  do  that  as  much  as  steam,  and  that  would  seem  to  be 
quite  an  advantage. 

The  President. — Very  few  places  are  favored  like  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Reese. — Yes,  very  few. 

Mr.  Minot. — I  do  not  think  the  steam  in  the  radiator  has  got 
anything  to  do  with  the  black  deposit  on  the  wall  any  more  than 
any  other  heat  would  have  (the  temperatures  being  the  same). 
We  see  the  black  and  light  streaks  on  the  ceiling;  the  plastering 
being  open  or  porous,  the  air  passes  through  more  freely  between 
the  timbers,  being  rarefied  and  moving  with  considerable  rapidity. 
The  small  particles  of  dust  or  dirt  cannot  get  through  as  small  a 
hole  as  the  air.  Hence  the  deposit.  The  air  splits  and  goes  each 
side  of  the  timbers  and  takes  the  fine  dust  with  it.  Hence  the 
light  streaks  at  her  timbers. 

Mr.  TIawl-ins. — Referring  again  to  Mr.  Babcock's  discussion,  I 
tluiik  he  lost  sight  of  one  statement  in  that  paper.  That  arrange- 
nu'iit  could  be  made  with  this  apparatus  by  which  the  instrument 
could  be  controlled  from  the  apartment  which  was  to  regulate 
the  temperature  of  the  remainder  of  the  house.  It  would  be  a 
very  simple  thing,  of  course,  to  make  connection  from  the  bottom 
of  this  helix  up  into  the  room  and  have  a  little  handle  or  index  to 
set  it  by.  This  could  be  done  with  great  facility.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  apparatus  that  could  be  put  in  a  house  with  better 
facility  for  varying  the  temperature  of  the  rooms  with  small  varia- 
tions of  temperature  of  the  outside  air.     It  is  necessary  sometimes 
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to  liave  a  low  rate  of  combustion  during  tlie  night.  We  would 
only  have  to  put  the  pin  in  the  proper  hole  to  maintain  it  at  that 
temperature  during  the  night,  and  set  it  back  again  in  the  niorn- 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Minot's  remarks  al)out  regulating  at  the 
radiator,  there  are  a  great  many  methods  now  in  e.xistence  for 
regulating  the  temperature  of  a  room  at  the  radiator,  but  I  do  not 
know  of  any  that  have  been  successful.  They  are  too  compli- 
lated,  and  require  too  much  attention.  They  are  open  to  the 
<ame  objection  I  made  to  the  electrical  apparatus;  but  if  Mr. 
Minot  has  a  successful  one,  I  thixdc  it  is  to  be  commended  except 
in  this  regard — the  maintaining  of  the  temperature  in  an  apart- 
ment, uniform,  is  not  the  only  tiling.  To  a  great  many,  perhaps, 
it  is  the  only  consideration.  But  to  a  great  many  others,  the 
question  of  the  burning  of  fuel  is  another  consideration;  and  if 
we  regulate  at  the  radiator,  our  fire  is  not  taken  care  of,  unless  we 
have  a  separate  regulator  at  the  boiler.  With  a  hot-water  appa- 
ratus it  would  not  be  taken  care  of  if  we  regulated  at  the  radiator. 
The  fire  goes  on  unless  the  dampers  are  manipulated,  and  with 
the  apartments  well  regulated  as  to  temperature  we  might  burn 
the  house  down  or  explode  the  boiler  with  the  state  of  the  tire 
neglected. 

Mr.  Minot. — There  should  be  a  regulator  at  the  boiler,  of  course. 
I  noticed  that  in  these  experiments  of  mine  the  pipe  farthest  from 
the  valve  when  it  was  nearly  closed  off  would  begin  to  cool  off 
first,  and  I  could  hold  three  pipes,  quite  warm,  next  to  the  valve. 
I  did  not  notice  less  than  three  pipes.  I  had  supposed  it  would 
take  a  line  diagonally,  i.e.,  heating  one  pipe  a  part  of  the  way  up, 
the  next  pipe  to  it  a  little  less,  etc.,  but  instead  of  that  it  would 
lieat  the  three  pipes  straight  up  and  down. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hawkins.* — Mr.  Babcock,  I  think,  somewhat  misunder- 
stands, or  at  least  under-rates,  the  value  of  the  instrument.  The 
thermostat  does  work  by  the  difference  between  the  temperature 
of  the  fire-room  and  the  pipe  witliin  it;  and  the  former  will  vary 
with  the  temperature  of  the  outside  air,  although  not  so  greatly; 
but  he  seems  to  forget  that  provision  for  this  very  variation  is 
made  in  the  changing  of  the  position  of  the  lower  end  of  the 
helical  coil,  from  either  any  change  in  the  temperature  of  the 
outer  air  and  with  it  of  the  fire-room  or  desired  change  in  the 
temperature  of  the  apartment  to  be  wanned.  The  temperature 
*.\uthor's  closure,  under  the  rules. 
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of  tlic  K:v-i()oni  will  presumably  change  appreciably  only  with 
a  eliange  in  the  temperature  of  the  outer  air,  and  therefore  an 
adjustment  of  the  lower  end  of  the  thermostat  coil  is  all  that  is 
necessary  at  any  time  to  keep  the  apartment  at  the  desired  tem- 
perature, for  a  given  temperature  of  the  outside  air  or  of  the  fire- 
room  as  governed  by  the  latter;  so  that  I  do  not  see  how  he  can 
possibly  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  result  will  be  directly 
the  reverse  of  the  requirements  of  the  case,  so  long  as  provision 
is  made  for  changing  the  adjustment  of  the  instrument  to  corre- 
spond with  changes  in  the  outside  temperature.  If  cool  mornings 
are  often  succeeded  by  warm  afternoons,  a  few  days'  use  of  the 
instrument  will  enable  a  person  who  attends  to  the  fire  some  two 
or  three  times  a  day  (as  must  be  necessary  in  every  case),  to 
adjust  the  instrument  so  as  to  provide  for  a  proper  temperature 
in  the  apartment  until  the  next  operation  upon  the  fire  becomes 
necessary,  while  the  instrument  will  take  care  of  both  the  fire  and 
the  apartment  meanwhile,  and  this  is  precisely  what  it  is  designed 
to  do,  and  what  has  so  far  not  been  done  with  hot-water  appa- 
ratus at  all  effectually. 

To  Mr.  Warner's  remarks,  T  will  say  that  one  is  quite  as  likely 
to  be  flooded  by  steam-radiators  as  with  hot-water.  It  is  ordi- 
nary practice  to  set  the  safety-valves  of  steam-heating  boilers,  when 
used  exclusively  for  that  purpose,  to  blow  off  at  about  ten  oT 
fifteen  pounds  gauge  pressure,  while  in  many  situations  where 
steam  from  the  same  boiler  is  used  for  power  and  other  purposes, 
particularly  wliere  it  is  furnished  through  street  pipes,  it  is 
deli\ered  to  the  radiators  under  much  higher  pressure.  In  the 
former  case,  the  pressures  named  will  support  a  column  of  water 
from  twenty  to  thirty  feet;  and  whenever,  under  such  circum- 
stances, but  one  valve  of  a  radiator  is  closed — either  the  steam  or 
water — as  is  so  often  negligently  done,  the  steam  radiators  will 
fill  with  water  quickly,  if  the  steam-valve  only  be  shut,  from  the 
condensation  of  the  steam  within  the  radiator,  and  the  steam 
pressure  in  the  boiler  forcing  the  water  bodily  up  to  fill  the  vac- 
uum; and  less  quickly,  if  the  water-valve  only  be  shut,  by  the 
accumulation  of  condensed  water  merely.  Now,  under  either  of 
these  conditions,  we  are  much  more  likely  to  have  flooding  occur, 
because  a  slight  steam  leak  at  the  stuffing  boxes  of  a  steam- 
radiator  is  not  noticed  so  long  as  only  steam  escapes;  which  by 
some  is  considered  more  beneficial  than  otherwise,  as  serving  to 
moisten  the  air  of  the  apartment;  but,  whenever  the  radiator  may. 
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from  either  of  tlie  above  causes,  become  filled  or  partialh'  filled 
with  water,  and  a  leaky  stuffing  box  exists,  a  flooding  is  inev- 
itable, particularly  as  such  is  not  looked  for;  while  with  a  hot- 
water  apparatus,  a  slight  leak  is  likely  to  be  detected  at  once  and 
corrected.  This,  of  course,  is  characteristic,  particularly  of  what 
is  known,  in  steam-fitters'  parlance,  as  "  two-pipe  work,"  and 
which,  for  many  reasons,  is  much  preferred  to  "  one-pipe  work," 
in  which  latter  the  admission  of  steam  to,  and  discharge  of  water 
from,  the  radiator  is  performed  through  one  and  the  same  pipe. 
In  the  latter,  however,  a  similar  result  obtains  from  a  defective  or 
incomplete  closing  of  the  single  valve,  permitting  the  radiator  to 
fill  with  water,  from  condensation,  faster  than  it  can  pass  through 
the  opening  of  the  incompletely  closed  valve;  in  fact,  filling  of  the 
radiator  with  water  in  the  "  two-pipe "  system  will  also  occur 
from  an  incomplete  closing  of  one  or  both  valves,  in  the  same 
way.  So  that  it  is  quite  wide  of  the  actual  facts  of  the  case  to 
say  that  "  in  the  steam  system  no  such  accident  can  happen,"  for 
the  writer  has  had  cause  to  know,  to  his  cost,  that  such  accidents 
not  only  can,  but  are  very  likely  to  happen. 
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CCXCIII. 

METHOD   OF  IXSERTIXG   AXD   SECURIXG 
CRANE   PINS. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

SoiiE  time  since,  in  making  some  experimental  machinery,  it 
was  found  desirable  to  use  a  crank  shaft  in  which  the  crank  pin 
could  be  changed,  sometimes  using  8"  throw  and  sometimes  using 
12"  throw.  That  is,  in  a  part  of  the  experiment,  the  piston,  wMch 
was  14"  diameter  and  loaded  to  250  po\mds  to  the  square  inch, 
would  have  a  stroke  of  24";  then  it  would  be  changed  to  ^6", 
these  changes  being  made  a  number  of  times. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  with  tliis  pressure,  whatever  method  of  secur- 
ing the  crank  pin  might  be  adopted,  it  must  be  one  which,  when 
the  pin  was  in  place,  must  be  practically  unyielding  and  not  liable 
0  to  work  loose;  at  the  same  time  it 

should  be  one  which  would  allow 
of  easy  removal  of  the  pin  without 
injury  to  either  crank  or  pin. 

Tlie  plan  which  was  adopted  will 
be  readily  understood  by  reference  to 
the  accompanying  sketch  ( Fig.  110) . 
TJie  holes  in  the  crank  D  were 
I  ored  taper,  largest  at  the  back 
side.  The  bush  B  was  also  bored 
taper,  and  turned  on  the  outside 
to  fit  the  taper  hole  in  the  crank, 
so  as  to  bring  the  edge  to  within 
about  V3„"  of  the  front  face  of  the  crank.  In  fitting  this  bush,  the 
taper  hole  in  the  crank  was  scraped  so  as  to  insure  the  absolute 
trutli  of  crank  pin  in  relation  to  tlie  shaft.  The  pin  .4  was  then 
turned  and  fitted  to  the  bush  B,  so  that  the  shoulder  should  be  at  the 
same  distance  from  the  edge  of  the  bush  that  the  face  of  the  crank 
was,  viz.,  ^/3," ;  this  bush  was  then  cut  from  end  to  end,  so  as  to  give 
it  a  cliance  to  expand  or  contract,  and   it  thus  became   a   circular 
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wedge  between  the  erauk  and  the  jiin.  The  end  of  tlie  crank-pin 
is  fitted  into  tiie  nut  (',  eare  being  taken  that  the  thread  is  a  good 
fit.     It  is  better  not  to  make  the  pitch  of  the  thread  too  eoai-se. 

Xow  insert  the  pin  .4,  and  place  the  circular  wedge  B  in  at  the 
liaek  between  the  pin  and  crank,  and  force  it  well  home  by  means  of 
the  nut,  and  you  have  a  pin  as  rigid  as  if  it  had  been  put  in  by  means 
of  shrinking,  or  forced  in  by  hydraulic  pressure,  and  yet  one  easily 
removed  Avithout  injury  either  to  pin  or  crank. 

This  particular  pin  was  never  subject  to  a  continuous  test  in  run- 
ning, but  it  showed,  under  a  variety  of  trials,  that  it  would  stand 
up  to  its  work  without  fault. 

I  believe  that  this  metliod  employed  on  built-up  double  crank 
would  be  of  great  utility,  especially  where  for  any  cause  crank-pins 
liave  to  be  renewed. 

Discrssiox". 

Mr.  E.  Faircetf. — The  new  method  of  inserting  and  securing 
crank-pins,  presented  to  this  Society  l)y  Mr.  Collins,  deserves  to 
be  greatly  appreciated,  as  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  for  secur- 
ing and  removal  of  pins  without  injury.  In  my  practice  I  have 
used,  on  an  ordinary  taper  pin  inserted  directly  in  crank,  a  nut, 
one  end  cone-shaped  and  fitting  to  a  corresponding  counter-sink 
in  crank,  with  good  results. 

-l/r.  J.  T.  Hawkins. — Mr.  President.  I  A^ould  like  to  say  one 
word  with  reference  to  this  matter.  This  method  of  inserting  the 
crank-pin,  as  shown  in  the  diagram,  I  should  criticise  in  this 
respect — that  it  detracts  very  much  from  the  amount  of  bearing 
that  the  pin  has  in  the  metal  of  the  crank,  and  there  are  very 
many  situations  where  it  would  be  inadmissible  to  have  tlie  nut 
project  beyond  the  face  of  the  crank.  As  shown  in  the  sketch,  it 
takes  away  at  least  one-third  of  the  bearing,  and  makes  it  ex- 
tremely short  compared  with  the  remainder  of  the  pin.  I  should 
say,  in  situations  where  the  thread  could  be  extended  entirely 
outside  of  the  metal  of  the  crank  and  have  a  proper  nut  project- 
ing, that  it  would  be  an  excellent  device. 

Mr.  n.  P.  Minot. — A  good  many  of  these  gentlemen  here  have 
put  in  crank-pins.  I  have  put  in  a  few  myself.  I  have  always 
had  pretty  good  success  with  a  pin  by  giving  the  proper  amount  of 
shrink  and  making  a  straight  hole.  I  cannot  see  any  particular 
benefit    in    this    arrangement.      It    certainly    is    more    expensive. 
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Tlieie  is  no  trouble  in  putting  a  pin  in  without  anything  except 
the  pin  and  tlie  liole,  and  getting  it  perfectly  tight,  so  that  it  will 
stand  all  the  duty.  I  have  seen  pins  get  loose  by  overtaxing  the 
engine,  and  being  crowded  off  sidewise.  It  seems  to  nie  that  this 
is  taking  a  roundabout  way  to  get  at  it.  I  believe  the  shortest 
cut  to  anything  to  be  the  best  way. 

The  Chairman. — Mr.  Minot  forgets  that  this  was  a  peculiar  pin 
to  fit  a  certain  place.  It  was  a  pin  designed  to  move  from  one 
hole  to  another,  giving  the  engine  two  different  strokes.  He  sim- 
ply presents  the  paper  as  a  way  of  doing  that  particular  thing, 
and  not  for  crank-pins  in  general,  although  he  suggests  it  might 
be  a  good  way  for  crank-pins  in  general. 

Prof.  Hutton. — I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Minot  what  allowance 
he  makes  in  practice  for  shrink. 

Mr.  Minot. — I  think  about  V^o  of  an  inch  to  10  inches  in  diameter, 
possibly  a  little  more  than  that,  would  be,  in  my  judgment,  about 
the  right  thing.  I  think  it  is  weakening  to  the  material  to  get  too 
much  shrink.  I  have  seen  cranks  broken  by  shrinking  them 
on  the  shaft.    It  is  an  easy  matter  to  do  it  if  you  get  too  much. 

Prof.  F.  R.  Hutton. — The  reason  I  asked  the  question  was  tliat 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Society  was  in  its  office  the  other  day, 
and  was  talking  about  a  little  experience  which  -he  was  then  under- 
going. He  had  been  asked  to  cast  paddle-wheel  centres  for  a 
river  boat  engine,  and  the  specifications  called  for  a  slinmk 
wrought  iron  ring  over  the  hub  and  the  outside.  He  had  finished 
his  casting,  and  made  what  he  considered  a  shrink-fit  for  the 
ring.  He  made  an  allowance  of  II4  inch  for  shrinkage  on  the  cir- 
cumference of  10  feet  in  diameter,  and  delivered  the  job,  with  the 
ring  shrunk  on,  to  the  parties.  They  proceeded  to  take  a  38-pound 
sledge  hammer  and  see  whether  that  shrunk  ring  was  a  tight  fit. 
The  allowance  wliich  he  had  made  was  just  sufficient  so  that  the 
strain  on  the  wrought  iron  shrunk  ring  should  not  exceed  the  elas- 
tic limit  of  the  material.  The  strain  which  the  person  to  whom 
he  was  furnishing  the  wheel  wanted  was  such  that  it  would  resist 
a  sledge-hammer  blow,  and  in  order  to  get  that  amount  of  shrink 
fit,  the  amount  of  allowance  would  have  to  be  so  great  that  prac- 
tically the  iron  band  was  stretched  up  to  its  elastic  limit  before  it 
was  put  to  service  at  all.  The  question  of  shrink,  this  gentleman 
said,  was  one  that  could  very  properly  be  ventilated  in  the  So- 
ciety, and  a  little  knowledge  extended  as  to  the  amount  of  strain 
which  a  shrunk  ring  ought  to  be  exposed  to.     Wlien  the  first  ring 
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was  reinoveil,  it  showed  that  it  was  still  %  of  an  inch  less  in  cir- 
cumference than  the  casting  which  it  was  to  fit.  The  member 
whom  I  am  quotino;  uses  an  allowance  of  V,ooo  oi  an  inch  to  the 
indi. 

Mr.  U.  M.  Roiiil. — Referring  to  shrinkage  allowance  for  locomo- 
tive tires,  I  have  here  a  circular  which  was  issued  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  American  Eaihvay  Master  Meclianics'  Association,  date  of 
September  15,  1886,  in  which  the  shrinkage  allowance  is  given, 
determined  upon  for  the  different  sizes  of  driving-wheel  centres 
adopted  for  standard  locomotives,  the  smallest  size  being  thirty- 
eight  inches  and  the  largest  sixty-six  inches  diameter.  The  allow- 
ance given  for  shrinkage  of  steel  tires,  in  order  to  insure  a  perfect 
fit — that  is,  tight  enough  to  stand  the  required  service — is,  for  a 
38-inch  wheel  centre,  0.040  of  an  inch;  for  a  44-inch,  0.047  inch; 
for  a  50-ineh,  0.053  inch;  for  a  56-inch,  0.060  inch;  for  a  62- 
inch,  0.066  inch;  and  for  a  66-ineh,  which  is  the  largest  size 
adopted  as  standard,  0.070  inch  in  diameter;  making  the 
shrinkage  allowance  about  Vgo  of  an  inch  per  foot  of  diameter 
of  tire  or  wheel  centre. 

This  is  the  average  of  the  practice  of  a  number  of  best  locomo- 
tive builders  and  managers  of  rolling  stock  of  this  country,  and 
was  determined  upon  by  a  committee  of  the  association  referred 
to,  including  Mr.  James  ]*f.  Lauder,  Superintendent  Rolling 
Stock  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  Mr.  Jacob  Johann,  now  Super- 
intendent of  Motive  Power,  Texas  &  Pacific  Railway,  and  Mr.  H. 
N.  Sprague,  Superintendent  of  the  H.  K.  Porter  Locomotive  Works, 
in  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Lauder,  in  his  former  experience,  used  a  little 
less  than  the  allowances  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Johann  a  little  more, 
but  with  a  tire  so  shrunk  on,  I  think  there  will  be  no  trouble  ex- 
perienced in  regard  to  its  becoming  loose,  nor  to  its  being  unduly 
strained  with  such  shrinkage. 

I  think  it  would  stand  a  little  more  than  that;  T  think  where 
there  is  plenty  of  metal  around  the  pin  a  greater  allowance  could 
be  safely  made;  but  in  the  case  of  steel  tires,  of  course  there  is  a 
greater  amount  of  surface  in  contact,  and  the  section  of  the  tire 
is  small  in  proportion  to  its  diameter,  so  that  it  is  important  that 
the  strains  should  be  kept  well  within  the  elastic  limit,  to  prevent 
possible  breakage  under  the  conditions  of  severe  cold  weather. 

Mr.  Lauder  states  that  tires  have  never  become  loose  in  his 
practice,  and  this  would  be  within  nearly  the  same  limit,  corre- 
sponding closely  with  the  practice  in  Germany. 
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Mr.  Win.  Kent.— 'The  shrink  is  '/go  of  au  inch  to  the  foot? 

The  Chairman. — Yes. 

Mr.  Kent. — That  is  part  Vgeo  P^rt  of  the  whole.  Allowing  steel 
to  liave  a  modulus  of  elasticity  of  thirty  millions,  that  would  be 
equal  to  a  strain  of  a  little  more  than  thirty  thousand  pounds  to 
the  square  inch — which  would  be  under  the  elastic  limit  of  most 
tire  steel.    That  would  be  very  safe. 

Mr.  Jacob  Reese. — In  determining  the  relation  of  shrink  to 
the  tensile  strength  of  iron  and  steel,  I  have  no  direct  ex- 
perience in  that  line,  but  I  presume  shrinking  is  always  done, 
where  it  is  expected  to  be  anywise  accurate,  at  a  certain  given 
temperature.  The,  strength  of  iron  and  steel  will  vary  with  the 
temperature.  In  determining  the  strengtli,  or  the  limit  or  the 
modulus  of  elasticity,  it  should  be  done  at  a  given  temper- 
ature. There  ought  to  be  a  zone  of  temperature  for  all  tests,  and 
all  tests  should  be  adjusted  to  that.  Kow,  why  is  that?  Because 
temperature  being  the  measure  of  molecular  velocity,  as  weight  is 
the  measure  of  matter,  the  molecular  activity  is  greater  at  one 
temperature  than  at  another,  and  the  strength  of  the  material 
will  depend  upon  the  molecular  activity.  A  body  of  iron  is  not  a 
continuous  body.  It  may  be  physically  divided,  the  end  of 
physical  division  being  the  molecule.  That  may  be  divided  by 
chemical  action;  the  end  of  that  is  the  atom.  Xeither  the  atoms 
nor  the  molecules  exercise  any  energy.  They  are  inert  per  se. 
Their  energy  is  derived  from  the  physical  forces  that  they  are 
endowed  with.  Consequently,  the  greater  the  distance  these  mole- 
cules or  these  particles  are  one  from  the  other,  the  less  the 
strength  of  the  material  wiU  be.  So  that  this  question  of  temper- 
ature has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  strength  of  the  material.  It 
also  has  to  do  with  the  expansion  and  contraction;  for  every 
additional  unit  of  temperature  produces  an  increased  distance  be- 
tween the  molecules  or  the  atoms,  and  consequently  they  will  go 
and  come  with  every  change.  We  find  that  carbon  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  that,  and  when  we  talk  of  giving  a  certain  expan- 
sion, it  depends  largely  upon  the  carbon;  it  depends  largely  upon 
the  other  constituents  which  are  in  there,  and  the  reason  why  one 
temperature  will  not  answer  in  one  case  and  will  in  another,  is 
because  one  metal  is  higher  in  these  elements  that  give  this  differ- 
ential expansion  than  another.  I  remember  buying  an  engine 
some  years  ago  and  looking  at  its  pedigree,  as  they  say  up  here 
in  Kentucky  about  the  horses,  I  found  that  it  was  born  the  same 
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year  I  was — lS2o — ami  the  crank  pin  was  evidently  shrunk  in, 
and  it  is  working  in  Pittsburgh  to-day  as  sound  as  it  was  when  it 
was  put  in.  You  could  not  better  that.  It  was  put  in,  evidently, 
with  a  certain  slirinking  to  suit  that  class  of  iron.  I  know  of 
another  case  where  the  most  expert  mechanic  we  had  in  Pitts- 
burgh shrunk  a  crank  pin  in.  and  tlie  whole  thing  burst  and  cost 
me  about  $5,000  for  repair.  He  did  not  know  what  he  was 
doing ;  the  other  fellow  did. 

Mr.  Bond. — I  would  like  here  to  give  the  figures  for  one  size 
wheel  centre  in  the  German  practice  to  show  liow  much  they  con- 
sider is  the  tensile  strain  per  square  inch  of  section  with  the  allow- 
ance for  shrinkage  they  have  adopted.  For  a  locomotive  wheel 
rentre,  the  diameter  of  wliich  is  equal  to  69.04  inches,  the  shrink- 
Hire  allowance  in  inches  is  0.059,  which  is  a  little  less  than  that 
adopted  by  the  Master  Mechanics'  Association,  being  about  0.01 
ii'h  per  foot  of  diameter  of  tire.     They  have  made  a  great  many 

l^eriments  to  determine  the  amount  of  compression  of  the  wheel 

litre  under  this  strain.  It  is  found  to  be,  in  the  size  mentioned, 
iual  to  0.01  of  an  inch,  decreasing  the  diameter  of  the  wrought 

■11  wheel  centre  by  tliis  amount,  and  the  strain  in  tons  per 
-  iiiare  inch  of  section  of  the  tire  so  shrunk  is  given  as  9.2,  and 

'.    other   sizes   down   to   3o-inch   w'heel   centres,   the    strain    varies 

■in  9.2  to  10.8  tons  per  square  inch. 

It  thus  appears  that  they  have  made  careful  tests  relating  to 
this  subject,  and  that  their  shrinkage  allowance  is  but  a  little  less 
'!i;m  that  of  the  practice  in  tliis  country. 

Prof.  Sweet. — In  a  case  where  it  became  necessary  to  remove  a 
•  1  tain  locomotive  wheel  at  Syracuse,  they  found  it  impossible  to 
IV  move  it  from  an  axle  with  the  means  at  hand.  They  then  cut 
otf  the  tire  and  the  wheel  was  removed  without  the  aid  of  any 
'ii.'chanical    means    whatever,    wliich    showed    that    the    hole    inside 

the  w^heel  had  been  compressed  on  the  axle. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Collins.* — In  reply  to  the  objection  of  Mr.  Hawkins, 
■  that  the  use  of  a  nut  as  shown  in  sketch  diminishes  seriously 
the  effective  bearing  of  pin  in  the  crank,"  I  would  say  that  in 
practice  the  cases  are  few  where  the  nut  could  not  project  beyond 
the  crank,  and  in  such  cases  good  results  can  be  secured  by  bor- 
ing the  crank  straight  for  the  depth  required  by  the  nut  and  hav- 
ing the  nut  a  snug  fit  in  this  straight  bore;  also  that  a  hole  could 
1  'I'  drilled  through  the  centre  of  the  pin  and'  a  button-headed  bolt 
♦Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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used,  witli  the  head  hearing  against  the  circular  wedge  and  the 
nut  at  the  outer  end  of  crank-pin. 

However  it  was  not  designed  that  this  method  of  inserting  pins 
sliould  be  substituted,  in  ordinary  practice  for  the  usual  methods 
of  shrinking  or  forcing  in  the  crank  pins;  but  for  these  cases,  and 
they  are  quite  nunierous,  where  the  pin  has  to  be  even  occasion- 
ally replaced. 

I  believe  that  for  "'  built-up '"'  double  cranks,  no  better  method, 
has  yet  been  devised,  as  where  there  are  three  disks,  with  their 
pins  and  shafts,  it  requires  very  expensive  appliances  and  very 
good  workmen  to  secure  a  good  job,  by  shrinking  or  forcing  in  the 
pins;  but  should  this  method  be  adopted  it  comes  within  the  scope 
of  any  ordinary  shop. 

I  have  found  in  shrinking  in  pins,  for  moderate  sizes,  if  the  end 
of  the  pin  can  be  driven  into  the  bore  of  crank  from  half  to  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  by  easy  driving  with  hand  hammer,  it  will  be 
as  snug  a  fit  as  can  be  desired.  This  is  something  less  than  a  hun- 
dredth of  an  inch  allowance.  I  also  have  been  accustomed  to  turn 
a  slight  groove  next  to  the  shoulder  of  the  pin  that  comes  against 
the  face  of  the  crank.  This  groove  should  be  about  %  inch  wide 
and  ^/gj  inch  deep,  with  filleted  corners.  With  such  a  groove,  it 
takes  a  large  increase  of  power  to  withdraw  the  pin  over  that 
required  when  there  is  no  groove. 


H 
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CCXCIV. 
AFETY  (An  IIEATlXa  SYSTEM. 


Ix  response  to  the  urgent  demand  of  the  public,  emphasized 
in  several  of  the  States  by  legislative  enactments,  many  im- 
provements have  recently  been  devised  in  methods  of  heating 
lailway  cars.  The  terrible  loss  of  life  which  has  resulted  from 
railway  accidents  in  which  the  cars  have  been  set  on  fire  by  the 
stoves  used  for  heating,  has  led  to  an  imperative  demand  that  the 
ordinary  car  stove  shall  be  abolished.  Experience  has  already 
settled  conclusively  that  this  change  is  not  only  easy  of  accomplish- 
ment, but  also  that  the  economy  resulting  therefrom  is  so  great  as 
to  make  it  directly  to  the  interest  of  the  railroad  companies  to  effect 
!.■  change  as  quickly  as  possible  whenever  they  are  satisfied  tliat 
system   wliich  they  propose  to  adopt  has   been  perfected   to   a 

uree  which  makes  it  probable  that  the  work  done  now  will 
j'ldve  permanently  satisfactory. 

\V[\en  the  project  was  first  mooted  of  using  steam  from  the  loco- 

■tive  to  heat  tlie  ordinary  passenger  train,  consisting  often  of  ten 
twelve  coaches,  grave  doubts  were  expressed  as  to  the  ability  of 

-  present  locomotives  to  respond  to  the  extra  duty  which  would 

;i#  be  put  upon  them.  The  earlier  students  of  this  question, 
mmg  them  the  writer,  were  therefore  compelled  carefully  to  con- 
Mi  ler  the  questions  of  thermodynamics  which  were  involved,  and 
t'l  base  their  further  projects  upon  this  theoretical  study.  The 
i^riter's  careful  examination  of  this  question  led  him,  long  ago, 
■  the  conclusion  that  the  additional  duty  on  the  ordinary  pas- 
-  uger  locomotive,  under  quite  severe  conditions,  would  not  exceed 
live  per  cent,  of  its  efficiency.  The  correctness  of  this  calculation 
lias  now  been  corroborated  by  the  results  of  actual  experience,  and 
there  is  no  longer  any  discussion  as  to  the  ability  of  a  locomotive  to 
irnish  the  steam  needed  for  efficiently  heating  the  train  of  cars 

iiind  it.  The  experience  referred  to  has  also  demonstrated  that 
I  lie  additional  coal  burned  in  the  locomotive  is  but  a  small  fraction 


454  A    SAFETY    CAR   HEATIXG    SYSTEM. 

of  the  amount  which  has  heretofore  been  required  for  supplying 
car  stoves,  of  the  best  kinds  in  use,  and  that  this  economy  in  fuel  is 
so  great  as  to  enable  the  expense  of  applying  the  new  system  to  be 
met  out  of  the  savings  resulting  from  it  during  a  few  years'  use. 

The  system  herein  described  contemplates  the  retention  of  the 
well-known  Baker  lieater,  or  its  equivalent,  and  the  use  of  hot  water 
for  the  local  circulating  medium  witliin  each  car,  although  modifi- 
cations of  the  system  adapt  it  equally  well  to  the  Spear  stove,  or 
to  any  other  apparatus  having  a  hot-air  circulation.  The  descrip- 
tion herein  given,  however,  will  be  confined  to  the  system  as  ap- 
plied to  a  hot-water  apparatus. 

Fig.  Ill  sliows  the  ordinary  Baker  stove  with  the  additional  fit- 
tings needed  to  adapt  it  to  this  system.  The  ordinary  fire  gratr 
is  retained,  and  within  the  combustion  chamber  C  above  it  is  the  usual 
heating  coil  H,  containing  the  circulating  medium,  which  is  prefer- 
ably ordinary  water,  salted  sufficiently  to  prevent  it  from  freezing. 
The  cooled  water,  returning  after  circulation  around  the  car,  enters 
this  coil  at  its  lower  end  and  passes  out  of  its  upper  end,  going 
again  down  through  the  connecting  pipe  Q,  and  entering  at  tli.- 
bottom  of  the  exterior  heating  coil  H',  through  which  it  again  risi- 
and  passes  out  at  the  upper  end  of  the  latter,  through  the  pipe  (; 
into  the  standpipe  E.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  latter  is  provide.! 
the  usual  expansion  reservoir,  wliile  its  lower  end  connects  with  tin 
system  of  circulating  pipes  under  the  car  seats,  the  return  or  other 
end  of  which  connects  with  the  lower  end  of  the  heating  coil  II 
previously  referred  to.  The  secondary  coil  H'  is  contained  within 
an  annular  steam  chamber,  outside  of  which  is  the  usual  sheet-iron 
jacket  P,  with  an  air  space  iutervemng  to  retard  radiation.  Steam 
from  the  locomotive  is  carried  under  the  train  by  a  supply  pipe, 
with  which  connection  is  made  tlirough  the  steam  pipe  B,  at  th. 
head  of  which  is  a  valve  for  controlling  the  admission  of  steam  to 
the  steam  or  "  transfer "  chamber  D,  witliin  which  the  heat  of  the 
steam  is  transferred  to  the  water  of  circulation  contained  within 
the  coil  H'.  The  water  of  condensation,  from  the  steam  or  transfer 
chamber,  is  taken  out  through  a  suitable  pipe  near  the  bottom  of 
the  chamber,  and  may  be  returned  to  the  locomotive  or  otherwise 
disposed  of. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  stove,  in  a  narrow  space  surrounding  the 
fire  pot,  is  a  gas  pipe  W,  shown  in  Fig.  Ill,  and  also  in  Figs.  112 
and  113,  which  are  transverse  sections  of  Fig.  Ill,  on  the  lines  4 — 4 
and    5 — .5    respectivply.      Has   is   admitted   to   the   annular   pipe   W 
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through  the  supply  pipe  V,  and  is  utilized  by  means  of  any  proper 
form  of  gas-burner,  so  that  the  heat  of  its  combustion  is  made 
available  in  the  combustion  chamber  C,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the 
combustion  of  solid  fuel  on  the  ordinary  grate  of  the  present  stove. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  heater  or  stove  in  the  new  system  pos- 


sesses   three    functions,    capable    of    independent    or    simultaneous 
operation,  viz. : 

1.  The  heating  of  the  water  of  circulation  by  means  of  steam 
from  the  locomotive,  in  the  transfer  chamber  D. 

2.  The  heating  of  the  same  circulating  medium  by  the  combus- 
tion of  gas  fuel  within  the  combustion  chamber  C. 

3.  The   heating  of   the   same   circulating   medium   by   the   com- 
bustion of  solid  fuel  of  any  kind  in  the  combustion  chamber  C. 

The  effect  of  heat  applied  by  any  of  these  three  methods  to  the 
circulating  medium  witliiu  the  coil:;  IT.  IT.  is  identical.    The  increase 
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in  the  temperature  of  tlie  water  within  the  coils  changes  its  density, 
and  hence  its  gravity,  thus  causing  it  to  rise,  the  volume  of  water 
thus  displaced  being  replaced  by  an  equal  volume  of  cooled  water 
flowing  back  from  the  car,  the  action  of  this  part  of  the  apparatus 


r  mm 


y' 


Fig.  113 


being  precisely  similar  to  that  of  any  of  the  well-known  arrange- 
ments of  hot-water  apparatus. 

The  application  of  the  complete  apparatus  to  a  car  is  shown  in 
Figs.  114  and  115,  the  former  being  an  elevation  of  one  end  of  a 
passenger  car,  with  the  side  removed  so  as  to  show  the  stove  and  its 
connections,  and  the  latter  being  a  floor  plan  of  the  car.  One  or 
more  gas  storage  tanks  C  are  provided  under  the  car,  within  which 
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gas,  compressed  to  ten  atniGsplieres  or  more,  is  stored  for  iise,  both 
for  lighting  and  as  an  emergency  fuel.  The  pipes  from  these  tanks 
I)ass  through  the  go\ernor  or  reducer  D,  by  which  the  pressure  is 
diniinisiu'd  to  the  desired  tension,  and  rnini  which  the  gas  passes 
througii  the  pipe  ])'  to  the  stove,  where  it  can  he  conveniently 
turned  on  or  otf  by  a  cock,  in  the  usual  manner. 

An  improved  method  of  piping  the  cars  for  conveying  steam  from 
the  locomotive,  and  conveying  the  water  of  condensation  back  to 
it,  is  shown  by  Fig.  11-5.  This  consists  of  a  double  line  of  pipes, 
extending  from  the  locomotive  under  each  car,  one  of  which  is  used 
as  a  steam  main,  and  the  other  as  a  return  or  condense-water  main. 
Each  of  these  pipes  is  interrupted  at  or  near  the  centre  of  the  car, 
and  there  connected  with  a  "  centre  fitting,"  having  proper  ports 
or  passages  in  it,  and  having,  also,  two  reversing  valves,  by  means 
of  which  either  line  of  pipe  can  be  connected  with  the  steam  pipe 
leading  to  the  transfer  chamber  in  the  stove,  and  the  opposite 
line  connected  with  the  condense-water  pipe  returning  from  the 
stove.  The  details  of  this  apparatus  have  all  been  fully  worked 
out,  and  the  "  centre  fitting  •"'  constructed,  but  further  description  of 
them  here  will  be  omitted.  In  like  manner,  the  drawings  indicate 
an  arrangement  of  coupling  devices  between  the  cars,  whereby 
each  pair  of  longitudinal  pipes  can  be  conveniently  coupled  to 
those  on  the  adjoining  car,  but  these  details  will  not  be  further 
described  in  this  paper.  The  main  features  of  the  system  herein 
described  may  be  utilized  either  with  a  single  or  double  system  of 
longitudinal  pipes,  connected  between  the  cars  by  any  proper  form 
of  coupling  device.  An  end  view  of  a  car  fitted  as  above  described 
is  shown  in  Fig.  116. 

Although  the  apparatus  above  described  shows  the  several  devices 
for  imparting  heat  to  the  circulating  medium  as  being  combined 
within  a  single  structure,  it  is  obnous  that  the  same  results  can  be 
otherwise  accomplished  if  preferred.  For  example.  Fig.  117  indi- 
cates the  floor  plan  of  a  car  having  the  gas  storage  tanks  and  other 
features  above  described,  but  with  two  heaters,  at  opposite  corners 
of  the  car.  Each  of  these  heaters  or  stoves  contains  one  of  the 
circulating  coils,  both  of  which  are  in  the  circuit  of  the  pipes  con- 
taining the  circulating  medium  of  the  car.  One  of  these  heaters 
contains  the  transfer  chamber,  within  which  the  heat  of  the  steam 
from  the  locomotive  is  transferred  to  the  local  circulating  medium 
of  the  car,  and  which  may  be  located  at  any  convenient  point  within 
or  under  the  car.     This  heater  may  also  contain  the  gas  combustion 
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chamber,  oi',  if  preierred,  the  latter  may  be  arranged  within  the 
other  heater,  which,  as  shown  in  the  drawing,  consists  of  the  present 
Baker  stove,  without  modification,  this  being  retained  only  for  use 
in  case  of  emergency. 

From   the   foregoing   description   the   operation   of   the   apparatus 
will   be   readilv   understood.      The   normal   jucthod   of   heating  each 


Fig,  U6 


of  the  cars  is  by  means  of  steam  taken  from  the  locomotive, 
and  imparting  its  heat,  in  the  "  transfer  chamber,"  to  the  water 
constituting  the  local  circulating  medium  of  the  car.  During 
periods  of  temporary  separation  from  the  locomotive,  the  temper- 
ature in  the  car  can  be  easily  maintained  by  resorting  to  the  use 
of  gas  fuel,  which  can  be  instantly  ignited,  and  as  easily  and 
quickly  extinguished  whenever  the  car  is  again  coupled  into  a 
train.  Finally,  to  meet  the  case  of  an  emergency  in  which'  the 
car  is  isolated  from  its  locomotive,  or  the  latter  is  without  steam, 
and   in   which    the   supply   of   gas   fuel    has   been   exhausted,   there 


remaius  the  oi'diuary  lire-box  and  Luiubus- 
tion  cliamber,  in  wliicli  solid  fuel  of  any 
kind,  eitliei-  coal  or  wood,  can  be  utilized. 

Dependence  upon  steam  from  the  loco- 
motive alone  may  be  accepted  for  suburban 
and  local  trains,  but  for  other  trains,  liable 
to  detention,  there  must  be  some  supple- 
mental heating  device,  and  for  these  the  use 
of  gas  fuel  possesses  many  advantages.  For 
many  kinds  of  service,  however,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  the  cars  continue  to  have  pro- 
vision whereby,  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, the  temperature  can  be  maintained 
without  dependence  either  upon  the  loco- 
motive or  a  supply  of  gas,  and  hence  it  is 
probable  that  the  ordinary  stove  or  its 
equivalent  must  always  be  retained.  The 
system  described  combines  all  of  these  essen- 
tials in  a  simple  and  harmonious  manner. 

As  the  use  of  gas  fuel  for  the  purpose 
herein  proposed  is  as  yet  experimental,  it  is 
proper  to  add  that  careful  calculations  have 
determined  the  fact  that  it  is  easily  pos- 
sible to  provide  tank  capacity  under  aji 
ordinary  car  for  carrying  an  amount  of  gas 
which  would  maintain  the  temperature  of 
a  car  in  zero  weather,  without  any  assistance 
from  the  locomotive  or  from  other  fuel,  for 
a  period  of  at  least  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
and  probably  for  twenty-four  hours.  The 
gas  supplied  for  this  purpose  can  also  be 
utilized  for  lighting  the  ear,  thus  eliminat- 
ing the  oil  lamp,  which,  with  the  common 
stove,  constitutes  at  present,  in  the  winter 
at  least,  the  greatest  danger  to  the  traveler 
under  our  railway  system  as  now  organized. 

[Note. — It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  system  here- 
in described  is  the  subject  of  application  for  patents 
now  pending  in  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office,  and  that  the 
introduction  of  the  system  has  pas.sed  at  the  time  of 
this  writing  into  the  control  of  a  company  organized 
in  New  York.] 
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Mr.  Geo.  II.  Babcnck. — Taking  high  pressure  steam  from  tlie 
locomotive  for  heating  the  cars  has  seemed  to  me  but  changing 
the  character  of  the  danger  in  case  of  a  collision.  With  the 
stoves  there  have  been  many  instances  of  setting  fire  to  the  cars, 
and  consequent  agony  and  death  to  many  persons.  But  with  live 
steam,  the  rupture  of  the  pipe  or  connections  releases  a  death- 
dealing  agent  quite  as  destructive  as  fire.  In  fact,  with  the  stoves 
there  is  a  chance  that  the  car  will  not  take  fire,  but  with  the 
steam  pipe  there  aic  few  chances  to  escape  scalding.  An  evi- 
dent remedy  for  this  is  to  take  the  steam  for  heating  the  eara 
from  the  exhaust  pipe  of  the  locomotive  below  the  nozzle.  There 
is  sufficient  pressure  for  heating  purposes,  at  this  point,  when  the 
engine  is  at  work.  When  it  stops,  the  supply  stops  automatically,^ 
and  no  possible  harm  can  come  of  it  when  there  is  a  smashup. 
There  is  also  an  element  of  economy  in  this,  though  it  is  of  lesa 
importance  than  safety. 

But  to  make  this  available  it  is  necessary  to  use  larger  pipe 
and  some  process  of  storing  up  heat  ior  use  when  the  cars  are 
still.  It  would  also  be  necessary  to  have  some  independent 
means  of  warming  the  car  before  starting  out.  The  plan  pre- 
sented in  this  pajaer,  as  well  as  that  in  the  paper  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
uses  probably  the  best  method  for  storage  by  causing  the  steam 
to  heat  a  quantity  of  water  sufficient  to  tide  over  any  reasonable 
stoppage.  This  plan  of  Mr.  Towne's  also  provides  a  means  of  heat- 
ing at  any  time  when  the  locomotive  is  detached.  The  car  could 
be  heated  before  starting  from  a  boiler  located  in  the  station  with 
a  series  of  pipes  and  couplings,  which  would  have  many  advan- 
tages over  separate  fires,  but  Mr.  Towne's  plan  has  some  other 
advantages,  particularly  where  the  car  is  liable  to  be  caught  out 
in  a  blizzard. 

The  expensive  steam  chamber,  with  its  supplemental  coil,  in 
Mr.  Towne's  arrangement,  seems  unnecessary,  as  a  simple  pipe  en- 
veloping the  stand  pipe  will  give  all  the  surface  necessary.  I  heat 
my  conservatory  by  hot  water,  which  water  is  in  turn  heated  by  a 
pipe  from  my  house-heating  boiler  somewhat  in  the  same  way. 
Fig.  274  shows  the  heating  arrangement.  There  is  only  three 
feet  in  level  between  the  hot  and  cold  pipes  of  the  circuit,  and 
these   four-incJi   circulating  ])i]H's   ai'e  connected  by  a  vertical  pipe 
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five  inches  in  diameter.  Tlirough  the  centre  of  this  vertical  pipe 
runs  a  two-inch  steam  pipe  connected  with  the  boiler.  This  three 
feet  of  two-inch  pipe  furnishes  all  the  heat  necessary  to  supply 
something  over  one  hundred  feet  of  four-inch  hot-water  pipe  and 
keep  the  conservatory,  16  X  20,  warm.  According  to  the  paper  of 
Mr.  Baldwin,  this  is  sufficient  surface  for  n  passenger  car.  In 
my  case  the  steam  is  rarely  over  two  or  three  pounds  pressure  at 
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tlie  Ijoiler,  and  tlie  conservatory  is  about  fifty  feet  distant.  It 
would  not  seem  difficult  to  apply  exliaust  steam  from  a  locomo- 
tive to  heating  cars  in  a  somewhat  similar  manner. 

Prof.  F.  R.  Hutton. — I  might  state,  in  discussion  of  the  paper, 
that  last  winter — on  the  31st  of  December — I  was  asked  to  look 
into  some  of  the  details  of  this  heating  system  proposed  by  Mr. 
Towne:  the  e.xperiment  being  to  take  the  vestibule  train  on  the 
Xcw  York  Central  Railroad,  which  had  been  fitted  by  this  system, 
and  alongside  of  it  in  tlio  yard  of  the  Grand  Central  Station  to  put 
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another  train  fitted  witli  the  ordinary  Baker  car  heater,  and  to  see 
which  of  the  two  systems  gave  the  greatest  temperature  in  the 
cars  in  the  same  time,  the  conditions  being  the  same.  The  experi- 
ment was  not  conclusive  for  either,  because  they  both  took  about 
the  same  time — except  in  so  far  as  it  showed  that  the  system  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Towne  was  as  efficient  as  the  other  system  in  heat- 
ing a  car  from  a  temperature  of  38  degrees  inside,  which  it  was 
wlien  we  boarded  the  two  trains,  up  to  a  temperature  of  55  degrees, 
when  the  experiment  had  to  cease  on  account  of  the  necessity  for 
cleaning  the  cars. 

Mr.  J.  L.  GobeiUe. — I  might  say  the  great  difficulty  in  carrying 
heat  by  steam  is  in  the  connection  between  the  cars — to  have  a 
connection  which  will  not  sag  when  the  cars  come  together  and  fill 
up  with  water  from  the  steam  condensation  in  cold  weather  (requir- 
ing too  much  power  to  blow  it  out).  There  has  to  be  about  six  or 
seven  inches  leeway  in  length,  I  think,  and  about  three  or  four 
inches  laterally.  On  a  road  like  the  one  which  we  came  over  last 
night,  it  would  probably  require  a  little  more  than  that,  and  there 
has  been  considerable  discussion  as  to  how  to  get  this  joint.  A 
telescopic  joint  would  perhaps  be  as  good  as  anj-thing,  but  such 
joints  are  apt  to  wear  and  leak.  I  should  like  to  hear  some  dis- 
cussion as  to  this  question,  with  sketches  on  the  board,  if  anyone 
is  prepared  to  give  any  information. 

.¥;•.  FT.  P.  Minot. — I  have  given  this  matter  a  little  thought 
myself.  I  thought  I  would  connect  it  with  a  hose  and  crook  it  up 
instead  of  down,  and  hold  the  largest  part  of  the  crook,  perhaps, 
with  a  spring  which  would  yield  a  little  as  the  car  s^vung  around. 

Mr.  Wm.  Kent. — I  think  I  would  make  that  joint  like  the  letter 
S  laid  horizontally,  and  hang  it  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  Towite. — In  reply*  to  the  foregoing  discussion,  I  have  to 
say  that  experience  has  already  settled  conclusively  the  most 
important  questions  relating  to  the  continuous  system  of  train 
heating  by  means  of  steam  from  the  locomotive.  The  feasibility 
of  the  plan  is  thoroughly  established,  and  all  that  now  remains  to 
be  done  is  the  perfecting  of  tlie  necessary  details. 

Mr.  Babcock's  objection  that  the  presence  of  live  steam  in  a  car 
constitutes  an  element  of  danger,  would  be  well  taken  if  it  were 
proposed  to  carry  a  considerable  volume  or  pressure  of  steam 
within  the  car.  The  system  as  heretofore  used  eliminates  this 
danger  by  locating  the  steam  drum  or  transfer  chamber  underneath 
•Author's  closure,  under  the  rules. 
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and  outside  of  the  car,  all  of  the  steam  connections  being  similarly 
located,  and  a  loop  of  the  water  circulating  pipes  being  carried 
through  the  floor  of  the  car  into  the  transfer  chamber.  Even  where 
the  drum  is  located  within  the  car,  the  volume  of  steam  it  contains 
is  small,  and  of  low  tension. 

As  compared  with  the  danger  of  a  stove,  containing  a  large 
mass  of  solid  fuel  in  active  combustion,  the  steam  system  under 
discussion  is  intinitely  safer.  Even  the  small  element  of  risk 
which  it  now  contains  will  doubtless  be  largely,  if  not  entirely, 
eliminated  as  the  system  is  further  developed  by  experience. 
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CONNECTING   RODS. 

BV    W.    F.    MATTES,    8CRAXTON,    PA. 

(Meipber  of  the  Society.) 


The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  call  the  attention  of  engineers  to 
a  form  of  connecting  rod  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  writer 
in  his  practice  at  the  Lackawanna  Works. 

It  differs  from  the  ordinary  "marine"  rod,  first,  in  having  jaws 
of  sufficient  length  to  hold  both  boxes;  and,  second,  in  having  a 
cap  wliich  hooks  over  projections  on  the  jaws.  These  projections 
are  turned  concentrically  with  the  rod,  and  the  cap  hooks  are 
counterbored  to  match.  The  cap  is  thus  held  in  position  by  the 
combination  of  hooks,  box-flanges  and  bolts;  but  the  long  jaws 
and  the  counterbore  of  the  cap  relieve  the  bolts  of  any  other  duty 
than  merely  clamping  the  parts  together,  and  no  particular  accu- 
racy need  be  observed  either  in  turning  the  bolts  or  drilling  the 
holes  for  them.  In  large  rods,  it  is  sometimes  a  convenience  that 
the  cap  has  less  weight  than  that  of  the  marine  type.  As  compared 
with  rods  having  the  outer  box  secured  by  a  transverse  bolt  passing 
through  eyes  in  the  jaws,  several  advantages  are  claimed.  The 
flat  parallel  sides  of  the  head  facilitate  the  operations  of  forging 
and  finishing;  the  tensile  stresses  are  taken  by  bolts,  in  which  the 
required  strength  can  be  easily  and  certainly  secured,  instead  of  by 
eyes,  of  uncertain  condition,  cut  out  of  a  large  forging;  an  un- 
sightly swelling  at  the  end  of  the  rod  is  avoided,  and  the  weight 
sensibly  reduced.  Eods  with  the  transverse  bolt  are  frequently 
seen  with  flat-sided  heads,  but  the  result  is  achieved  by  a  disregard 
of  nicety  in  proportioning  which  is  allowable  only  in  small  sizes. 
For  the  main  rods  of  locomotives  having  two  pairs  of  drivers,  the 
transverse  bolt  is  most  convenient,  but  this  is  a  special  case,  and 
the  precedent  should  not  be  blindly  followed.  As  compared  with 
the  old  strap-rod,  we  find  the  new  form  cheaper  to  fit  up  and  better 
in  use.  As  compared  with  the  solid-head  rod,  the  open  end  is  a 
great  convenience,  except  on  crosshead  ends  where  the  pins  are 
removable;   the    jaws   hold    the   boxes   with    equal    rigidity,    permit 
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the  use  of  full  flanges  on  both  boxes,  and  do  away  with  loose  collars 
on  the  crank  pins. 

Fig.  118  shows  a  plain  form  of  the  new  rod.  This  was  designed 
for  use  in  pairs,  connecting  the  ends  of  a  crosshead  with  a  pair  of 
fly  wheels.  In  such  a  case  it  is  usually  safer  to  take  up  the  wear 
by  liners,  rather  than  by  wedges  or  cotters.  The  opposing  screws 
pass  loosely  through  the  caps,  and  are  threaded  in  the  boxes.  We 
have  discovered  no  advantage  in  the  use  of  these  screws  for  low 
speeds,  and  have  had  no  opportunity  to  test  them  otherwise.  For 
small  rods  we  prefer  the  plain,  straight  caps  shown  in  this  figure. 
They  are  convenient  for  fitting,  and  the  distribution  of  metal  is 
better  than  appears  at  first  sight.  The  bolts  have  round  heads 
slightly  countersunk,  and  are  kept  from  turning  by  a  spline. 

Fig.  119  is  the  rod  used  in  a  pair  of  horizontal,  coupled  blowing' 
engines,  with  52"  X  60"  steam  cylinders.  Here  a  wedge  wns 
almost  a  necessity,  and  to  clear  the  adjusting-screws,  tap  bolts, 
instead  of  through  bolts,  were  adopted  to  secure  the  caps.  As 
before,  the  holes  are  loosely  drilled  through  the  caps,  the  holes 
in  the  rod  being  threaded  by  special  taps.  The  bolts  are  steel, 
'SYo  inches  in  diameter,  and  are  chased  5  threads  to  tlie  inch.  All 
parts,  excepting  the  boxes,  are  hammered  steel.  The  wedges  an; 
full  width,  and  threaded  for  the  adjusting-bolts,  which  are  in  ten- 
sion.    The  boxes  are  "  Eureka  "  steel  cast,  fully  faced  with  babbitt. 

Fig.  120  is  a  rod  designed  for  a  double  crank,  where  a  longer 
journal,  and  consequent  wider  head,  admitted  four  through-bolts, 
spaced  to  clear  the  wedge-adjusting  screws.  The  crosshead  end 
has  the  wedge  under  the  cap — an  arrangement  that  tends  to 
preserve  the  correct  length  between  centres  of  journals.  Practi- 
cally the  same  end  may  be  secured  in  a  rod  like  Fig.  119,  by  the 
occasional  introduction  of  a  liner  between  the  cap  and  the  box. 

In  Fig.  121  is  shown  the  crank  end  of  one  of  a  pair  dropped  from 
the  overhead  beam  of  a  compound  engine.  The  cap  is  formed 
with  an  eye,  bushed  with  hardened  steel,  to  which  is  secured  the 
forked  end  of  a  smaller  rod  for  driving  the  air-pump.  At  each 
mid-stroke  the  thrust  of  the  air-pump  is  delivered  at  an  angle  of 
about  45°  to  the  cap;  thus  imposing  a  somewhat  unusual  test,  but  no 
loosening  has  been  developed.  The  method  of  lubricating  this 
design  is  also  illustrated.  The  flow  of  oil  to  the  lower  journal  is  con- 
trolled by  the  milled  head  at  the  upper  end  of  the  long  tube. 

In  Fig.  ]22  we  have  one  of  a  pair  of  short  links  connecting  the 
journals  of  a   beam   with   a   crosshead  below.     The  construction  is 
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similar  to  Fig.  118,  except  that  the  bolts  pass  through  both  ends, 
and  are  kept  from  slipping  during  erection,  or  at  any  time  when 
the  caps  have  to  be  loosened,  by  the  small  set-screws  shown  on  the 
sides  of  the  heads. 

In  the  construction  of  these  rods,  the  head  is  first  forged  solid. 
Holes  are  then  drilled  for  the  interior  angles,  and  narrow  slots  run 


Fig.  131 


to  them;  leaving  a  middle  tongue  intact,  to  carry  the  centre.  As 
the  slotting,  particularly  in  large  sizes,  is  likely  to  cause  a  slight 
springing,  it  should  be  completed  before  the  projection  on  the 
jaws  are  turned  to  a  finish,  which  operation  follows  next  in  order. 
The  middle  block  is  then  entirely  slotted  out,  caps  clamped  on, 
and  the  sides  planed  ofE  together. 


AKS    HY    STEAjr. 


CCXCVI. 
yOTES     ox     WAHMIX'i     IIMLHOAD     CARS    BY    STEAM. 


BV    WM.    ,1.    BALDWIN,    NEW    YORK    riTY. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

DriiiXG  tlie  early  part  of  the  winter  (December,  1887,)  the  writer 
was  engaged  in  making  experiments  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  probable  amount  of  steam  j-e- 
quired  for  the  warming  of  a  train  or  ear,  and  also  to  ascertain 
the  length  of  time  one  of  Gold's  storage  ear  heaters  would  main- 
tain the  heat  of  a  car  after  steam  was  shut  off  or  the  car  side-tracked 
and  the  locomotive  removed. 

The  better  to  record  the  experiments,  a  diagram  was  nuide  of 
the  day's  observations,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended  (Fig. 
123).   " 

The  line  of  figures  at  the  bottom  reading  from  left  to  right 
shows  the  time.  The  line  of  figures  at  tlie  left  reading  upward 
shows  the  temperatures  in  degrees  Fahrenheit.  The  ordinates  of 
the  lower  irregidar  line  show  the  temperature  of  the  air  outside 
ilif  car.  The  ordinates  of  the  next  two  lines  show  the  tempera- 
tinc  7iiaintained  inside  the  car  by  two  thermometers  placed  in 
different  ]iositions,  and  the  ordinates  of  the  upper  two  lines  show 
the  tcnipcratjures  of  the  surface  of  the  outside  cylinders.  The 
jiiiints  iit  which  steam  was  turned  on  and  shut  off  are  noted,  and 
thr  amount  of  steam,  in  pounds  weight,  condensed,  as  found  l)y 
tlie  water  condensed,  is  also  shown. 

Before  going  any  further,  however,  explanation  will  be  niven 
in  detail  as  to  wliat  the  storage  heater  consists  of.  Fig.  I'M  shows 
it  in  cross  section  as  applied  to  car  190  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad. 
A  is  a  .5-inch  diameter  boiler  tuljc  of  any  required  length  (18  or  20 
feet),  with  a  cap  on  each  end;  B  is  a  similar  tube  414  inches  in 
diameter  with  welded  ends,  seven-eighths  filled  with  water  and  a 
solution  of  common  salt;  C  is  a  steam  space  between  tlic  outer 
and  inner  tubes;  D  is  a  block  of  iron  to  hold  tiie  inner  cylinder 
against  the  internal  top  of  the  outer  cylinder;  E  a  shield  and 
foot-<;-uard,  and  F  a  cast-iron  stand  (jr  Icjr  fastcni'd  to  floor  of  car. 
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•AliS    BY    STEAM. 


In  reference  to  the  measurements,  eapaeity,  etc.,  of  tlie  warm- 
iiiff  cylinders  each  .7(54  running  foot  has  one  square  foot  of  heating 
-nrface;  (2)  one  running  foot  of  lengtli  of  cylinder  has  1.309  square 
it  of  surface;  (3)  a  running  foot  of  the  inside  cj'linder  contains 
;..'.03  lbs.  of  water,  when  seven-eigliths  full;  (4)  one  running  foot 
'f  the  inside  cylinder  and  one  running  foot  of  the  outside  cyl- 
inder weigh  together  13.4  lbs.;  and  assuming  that  the  water  is 
put  into  the  cylinders  at  62°  Fahr.,  the  iron  of  both  cylinders  has 
a  storage  capacity  e(|ual  to   l..i24;  lbs.  of  water  at  G2°,  and   (5)   a 


uiiiiing    foot   of   ilu-    heater    (including   cylinders   and   water)    has 
i   heat  storage  capacity  equal  to  8.8277  lbs.  of  water. 

The  manipulation  and  operation  of  the  heaters  is  as  follows: 
Steam  is  admitted  to  the  space  C  the  same  as  to  any  radiator.  The 
iiiat  of  the  steam  is  at  once  apparent  in  the  car  through  the  wall 
of  the  outer  cylinder  A,  while  at  the  same  time  it  commences  to 
heat  the  water  in  the  inner  cylinder.  When  the  steam  is  on  for  a 
suflScient  time,  the  water  in  the  inner  cylinder  becomes  practically 
as  hot  as  the  steam  itself,  and  remains  so  until  the  supply  of  steam 
is  cut  off,  when  it  begins  to  give  off  its  heat  by  radiation,  etc.,  to 
the  walls  of  the  outer  cylinder. 
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The  diagram  sliows  the  result  iu  a  manner  more  obvious  than  I 
can  explain,  and  therefore  I  will  only  point  to  questions  which  may 
appear  to  require  an  explanation  or  to  draw  deductions. 

When  steam  was  first  turned  on,  it  was  unsatisfactory  and  low, 
the  pressure  being  but  10  lbs.  at  the  regulator.  It  gradually  in- 
creased however,  to  25  lbs.  at  the  regulator  and  23  lbs.  at  the 
gauge  within  the  car.  At  10  a.m.  the  steam  was  shut  off  and 
remained  so  for  three  hours,  or  until  1  p.m.  The  whole  steam  con- 
densed for  this  time  (41/2  hours)  was  180  lbs.  weight,  which  was 
condensed  between  8.45  and  10  a.m.^  or  42.35  lbs.  per  hour. 

During  the  first  hour  and  a  quarter  the  car  was  warmed  from 
27°  Fahr.  to  61°  Fahr.  After  steam  was  shut  off  the  temperature 
of  the  car  advanced  about  one  degree.  Then  its  rate  of  cooling 
was  about  two  degrees  per  hour. 

At  1  P.M.  steam  was  turned  on  again  and  kept  on  for  twenty 
minutes.  The  condensation  was  671/^  lbs.,  and  it  restored  the  heat 
to  the  cylinders  for  3  hours  longer  or  until  4  P.M.,  and  sent  the 
temperature  of  the  car  up  to  69°  Fahr.  This  required  less  tlian 
2.'i  lbs.  weight  of  steam  per  hour  to  maintain  the  heat  of  tlie  car 
for  tlie  time. 

Steam  was  turned  on  again  at  4  p.m.  and  kept  on  for  31)  minutes. 
The  condensation  was  then  90  lbs.,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
it  would  have  kept  the  car  warm  for  4  hours  from  the  time  of  turn- 
ing on.  This  is  an  average  of  33  lbs.  of  steam  per  hour  for  all 
(lull,  (ir  say  one  horse  power  per  car  per  hour. 

During  the  high  temperatures  on  the  outer  cylinder,  it  is  very 
likely  the  water  is  not  as  warm  as  shown,  and  during  the  process 
of  cooling  below  212°  or  (after  condensation  ceases),  the  inner  cyl- 
inder must  be  the  hotter.  Of  course  this  is  to  be  expected  when 
steam  is  on  for  a  short  time  only. 

The  total  heat  of  the  steam  and  the  total  heat  of  the  cylinders, 
assuming  them  to  be  seven-eighths  filled  with  water,  in  the  second 
stage  of  the  diagram  shows  this.  Take  for  instance  the  total  heat 
of  the  steam  for  the  second  stage  of  the  diagram,  and  it  is  about 
67,500  heat  units.  'I'hen  take  the  water  or  its  equivalent  for  78 
feet  lineal  of  cylinders,  and  it  is  688.5  lbs.,  apparently  cooled  from 
243°  Fahr.  to  112°  Fahr.  or  131°,  equal  to  71,593  heat  units  (or 
api)arcntly  more  than  was  in  the  steam).  The  heat  of  the  iron 
connections,  etc..  is  not  taken  into  cDiisideration  ;  but  if  it  was,  it 
would    only    slightly    increase    Ww    nppai'cni    gain    and    add    to    the 


Tlu'  (litlVrcmv.  however,  is  imt  so  very  oivnt,  liut  I  consider  it 
lieeessiiry  to  point  it  out.  to  prevent  any  niisconeeption  in  the 
matter. 

Ill  the  first  stages  oi'  the  diagrams  wliere  the  steam  has  been  on 
for  an  iiour  or  so  this  is  reversed,  as  shotild  be  expected,  and  some- 
wiiat  more  heat  is  found  in  the  steam  used  than  in  tlie  cylinders. 

Take  for  instance  the  180  lbs.  of  steam  condensed  in  the  first  stage 
of  diagram.  This  is  equivalent  say  to  180,000  heat  units,  as  the 
water  of  condensation  was  somewhat  cooled  before  the  water  in 
:lie  inside  cylinders  heated.  Then  take  688.5  lbs.  of  water  or  its 
•  |iiivalent  warmed  from  27°  Fahr.  to  2G0°  Fahr.,  and  we  have  but 
I  M,410  heat  units. 

The  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  the  experiment  in  general  are, 
(  1  )  that  3  square  feet  of  surface  per  running  foot  of  car  is  more 
than  ample  for  warming,  even  at  this  average  low  temperature. 
(2)  That  each  square  foot  of  surface  requires  heat  for  all  purposes 
equivalent  to  about  2.5  heat  units  for  each  degree  the  air  of  the 
ear  is  colder  than  the  heater. 


DUTY   TlilALS  OF  PUilPIN'G  EXGIXES. 


CCXCVII. 

DUTY     TRIALS     OF     PUMPIXG     ENGINES. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

To  those  engineers  connected  with  this  Society  whose  interest?, 
eitlier  as  manufacturers,  experimental  experts,  or  chief  engineer> 
at  pumping  stations  are  wholly  or  in  part  identified  with  steam 
pumping  machinery,  the  feature  of  paramount  interest  in  connec- 
tion therewith,  from  an  engineering  standpoint,  is  the  "dutj-"" 
which  such  machinery  is  capable  of  developing.  In  the  early 
experience  of  the  writer,  when  friends  engaged  in  otlier  and 
quite  different  branches  of  engineering  inquired  what  was  meant 
by  tlie  "duty"  of  a  pumping  engine,  he  was  quick  to  explain 
what  it  meant;  but  after  having  been  connected  with  over  a  dozen 
different  pumping-engine  tests,  he  is  not  quite  so  sure  that  he 
knows  what  he  once  thought  was  so  obvious. 

Like  the  horse-power  of  a  boiler,  until  fortunately  this  Society 
took  the  matter  in  hand  and  settled  it,  the  word  duty  as  applied  tu 
a  pumping  engine,  or  at  least  the  work  of  tlie  pumping  engine  a- 
applied  to  the  word  "  duty,"  admits  of  vexatious  and  embarrassin,; 
elasticity.  Exactly  what  is  meant  by  the  word,  as  it  appears  in 
Avater-works  contracts,  is  very  rarely  clearly  defined,  and  there  i? 
thus  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  expert  who  makes  the  contract 
duty  test  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  certain  allowances  and 
other  variables  wliich  materially  aiiect  the  final  tabulated  results. 
Probably  if  half  a  dozen  experts,  who  are  familiar  with  making 
jiumping  engine  duty  tests,  were  to  give  independently  of  each 
other  their  views,  in  detail,  of  all  the  precautions,  allowances  and 
ste2>s  to  be  observed  in  making  a  duty  test,  no  two  would  agree 
exactly. 

In  the  matter  of  starting  and  stopping  a  boiler  trial,  good  opinions 
have  differed.  The  same  element  enters  into  a  duty  test  of  a 
pumping  engine,  together  with  many  other  variables  of  almost 
equal  importance. 

Where   a  so-called   liigli-duty  engine   is   contracted   for,   the   dut}' 
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wliii-h  it  sltall  be  caiJabU'  of  developing  is  specified  in  the  contract, 
either  as  so  nianv  foot  pounds  of  work  for  each  one  luindred  (100) 
l>ounds  of  coal  supplied  to  the  boilers,  without  I'eference  to  the  quan- 
tity of  water  to  be  evaporated  per  pound  of  coal,  or  in  foot  pounds 
111'  work  per  one  luindred  pounds  of  coal,  predicated  on  an  evapora- 
tion of  ten  pounds  of  water  per  pound  of  coal;  in  other  words,  so 
many  foot  pounds  of  work  per  one  thousand  pounds  of  water. 

In  the  former  instance,  where  no  reference  is  made  to  the  quan- 
tity of  water  to  be  evaporated  per  pound  of  coal,  it  is  not  gener- 
ally advisable  to  make  a  boiler  (or  evaporation)  test  in  conjunction 
with  the  duty  test,  for  almost  always  the  plant  is  so  arranged  as  to 
supply  the  feed  water  to  the  boilers  at  a  high  temperature;  and  in 
lireaking  the  feed-water  pipe  connections,  as  is  necessary  in  order 
til  weigh  the  feed  water,  the  latter  enters  the  boiler  at  a  lower 
temperature  than  when  working  under  normal  conditions. 

It  is  true  that  accurate  correction  can  be  made  for  such  loss  of 
temperature,  and  thus  make  the  duty  appear  what  it  should  be  if 
working  under  normal  conditions.  But  such  corrections  and  inter- 
]ii)lations  are  mystifying  to  the  average  water  board,  and  can  easily 
lie  avoided  by  making  the  evaporation  test  separate  from  the  duty 
and  capacity  test.  Since,  in  general,  nothing  of  vital  importance 
would  iiingo  on  tlic  boiler  test,  it  might  be  of  shortei-  duration 
than  the  duty  test. 

Wliere  the  duty  is  predicated  in  the  contract  on  a  certain  rate  of 
evaporation  per  pound  of  coal,  it  has  been  customarily  based  on  an 
'  laporation   of   ten   pounds   of   water   per   pound   of   coal,    without 

ference  to  the  temperature  of  the  feed  water  or  the  steam  pres- 
-iire.  When  a  certain  duty  is  specified,  under  such  stipulations,  it 
i<  not  necessary  to  weigh  the  coal  or  take  the  steam  pressure  or  the 
temperature  of  the  feed  water.  It  is  only  necessary  to  weigh  the 
feed  water,  and  figure  the  duty  in  foot  pounds  per  one  thousand 
]iounds  of  water.  The  feed  water  might  be  ice  cold,  yet  the  duty 
would  be  figured  the  same  as  if  the  feed  water  had  been  200°. 

This  is  a  very  slack,  inexact  method  of  stipulating  the  perform- 
ance of  an  engine.  A  duty  so  stipulated  might,  indeed,  require  an 
engine  to  be  economical  in  its  consumption  of  steam,  but  it  leaves 
an  opening  for  the  engine  builder  to  ignoi-e  utterly  a  vital  feature 
of  a  good  pumping  plant,  viz.,  means  for  supplying  the  feed  water 
to  the  boilers  at  as  high  a  temperature  as  possible,  and  to  do  so  by 
utilizing  heat  which  would  otherwise  be  lost,  which,  of  course, 
means  a  saving  in  fuel. 
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If  the  duty  were  predicated  on  an  evaporation  of  ten  (10)  pounds 
of  water  per  pound  of  coal  from  and  at  212°  F.  (or  better  still,  per 
pound  of  combustihle  from  and  at  212°),  that  at  once  changes  the 
conditions  entirely,  and  compels  tiie  contractor  to  adopt  economi- 
cal means  for  procuring  hot  feed  water.  It  also  changes  the  charac- 
ter of  the  duty  test. 

It  may  be  urged  that  in  some  instances  such  a  stipulation  would 
be  unjust  to  the  engine  builder,  as,  for  instance,  where  the  contract 
for  boilers  was  not  taken  by  the  engine  builder,  or  where  a  new 
engine  is  supplied  to  old  works  having  sufficient  boiler  capacity ; 
but  it  is  equally  unfair  to  compare  the  performance  of  difEerent 
styles  of  pumping  engines  on  a  basis  of  ten  (10)  lbs.  of  water 
evaporated  per  pound  of  coal  without  taking  into  account  the  feed- 
water  temperature  and  the  temperature  of  evaporation.  Thus  the 
injustice  is  manifest  of  comparing  the  duty  of  two  engines,  on  the 
ten  to  one  basis,  one  of  which  was  supplied  with  feed  water  at  200° 
F.  and  used  steam  at  seventy-five  (75)  pounds  gauge-pressure,  and 
the  other  with  feed  water  at  90°  F.  and  steam  at  125  pounds  gauge, 
without. also  taking  into  account  the  difference  in  their  factors  of 
evaporation,  which,  in  the  case  cited,  amounts  to  about  twelve  per 
cent.,  which  is  the  difference  between  a  ninety-million  duty  and  one 
of  over  one  hundred  million. 

The  method  of  starting  and  stopping  the  trial  is  of  prime  im- 
poitance.  The  engine  under  trial  should  be  given  every  possible 
chance  to  do  its  best,  without  allowing  any  guesswork  to  enter  into 
the  calculations.  Where  a  running  start  is  made,  without  drawiu-- 
the  fires  and  kindling  new  ones,  a  wide  margin  for  guesswmk  is 
then  possible,  particularly  if  the  trial  be  a  short  one.  If  the  expert 
has  any  prejudices  for  or  against  the  engine  which  he  is  testing 
(and  such  have  been  known  to  exist),  that  bias  must  necessarily 
enter  into  his  judgment  as  to  the  condition  of  the  fires  at  the  close 
of  the  trial  as  compared  with  their  condition  at  the  beginning, 
and  there  is  absolutely  no  way  of  making  those  conditions  exactly 
tiic  same.  Whereas,  if  the  test  is  started  with  fires  newly  kindled, 
no  element  of  uncertainty  or  guesswork  enters  into  the  test,  and  it 
gives  no  opportunity  for  unfairness  or  bias. 

A  method  of  starting  and  sto])ping  a  trial  which  appears  to  be 
free  from  objectionable  features  was,  so  far  as  the  writer  is  aware, 
first  used  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Buel,  of  J^ew  York,  in  testing  the  Buffalo, 
Pawtucket  and  Lawrence  pumping  engines  in  1879.  So  far  as  the 
"boilers  are  concerned,  it  is  a  modification  of  the  standard  method 
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for  testiiij;-  boilers  subsequently  reeoinnieiided  by  the  t'oniinittee 
on  Boiler  Trials,  of  this  Society.    It  is  as  follows : 

After  all  preparations  for  making  the  test  are  completed,  with 
the  engine  running,  let  the  fires  burn  low,  until  in  consequence 
the  steam  pressure  falls  to  a  point  where  it  is»  little  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  keep  the  engine  running.  Then  stop  the  engine  and 
rapidly  draw  the  fires  with  closed  dampers  and  ash  doors,  so  as  to 
lose  as  little  heat  as  possible.  As  quickly  as  possible  kindle  new 
•ires  with  weighed  wood  (charged  to  the  experiment  at  0.4  times  its 
v.ight  in  coal  equivalent).  At  the  instant  the  fires  are  relighted, 
ilie  test  begins  at  the  boilers,  time  should  be  taken,  the  steam  pres- 
;-ure  recorded,  and  the  height  of  the  water  in  the  boilers  carefully 
noted.  When  the  fires  are  in  sufficiently  good  condition,  and  the 
.~team  pressure  raised  to  nearly  or  quite  the  pressure  to  be  main- 
tained during  the  trial,  the  engine  is  to  be  then  started,  the 
iiigine  counter  taken,  and  the  time  also,  for  this  is  the  beginning 
I  if  the  test  so  far  as  the  engine  capacity  is  concerned.  After  the 
last  firing,  care  should  be  taken  to  leave  as  little  unconsumed  coal 
as  possible,  and  when  the  steam  pressure  has  dropped  to  the  point 
at  which  it  stood  when  the  fires  were  lighted,  time  is  taken,  which 
is  the  close  of  the  trial  both  for  engines  and  boilers,  the  counter  is 
read,  and  the  fires  are  immediately  and  quickly  hauled,  so  that 
any  unconsumed  coal  may  be  picked  out  and  deducted  from  the 
total  charged  to  the  experiment.  The  water  level  in  the  boilers 
should  be  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  as  at  the  beginning  of 
the  test,  and  any  difference  in  level  allowed  for  by  calculation, 
and  not  by  pumping  or  blowing  off. 

The  reason  why  it  is  desirable  to  start  new  fires,  with  as  low  a 
steam  pressure  as  will  keep  the  engine  in  motion,  is  that  it  gives  a 
chance  completely  to  consume  all  the  coal  supplied  to  the  furnaces. 
If  the  trial  is  started,  at  the  boilers,  with  a  lugh  steam  pressure,  it 
must  end  with  a  high  steam  pressure,  which  means  a  very  hot  fire, 
and  it  leaves  a  good  deal  of  unconsumed  coal  to  be  picked  from  the 
iffuse.  With  a  high  duty  rotative  engine,  carrying  100  pounds  of 
-team,  the  start  and  the  finish  can  be  made  with  a  pressure  as  low 
iis  .5.5  or  60  pounds  at  the  gauge,  and  thus  leave  practically  no 
unconsumed  coal  at  the  finish. 

The  above  method  of  starting  and  stopping  can  almost  always  be 
used  where  no  facilities  are  provided  for  a  weir  measurement  of 
the  water  delivered  by  the  pumps.  Where  the  delivery  of  the 
pumps  is  to  be  gauged  liy  a  weir  notch,  it  is  desirable  to  make  the 
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start,  at  the  engine,  with  the  engine  running.  If  there  is  spare 
boiler  power,  the  engine  can  be  kept  in  motion  by  such  boilers  as 
are  not  to  be  used  during  the  test,  while  new  fires  are  being  kin- 
dled under  the  boilers  to  be  used  during  the  test.  The  latter  should 
have  been  under  steam  at  least  24  hours  prior  to  the  trial.  At  the 
instant  the  new  fires  are  lighted,  the  stop  valve  leading  to  the 
spare  boilers  is  closed,  and  the  test  begins,  both  at  the  boilers  and 
engine,  the  time  and  the  engine  counter  being  taken.  A  test 
started  in  this  way  cannot,  in  general,  begin  and  end  with  so  low 
a  steam  pressure  as  by  the  first  method.  The  steam  pressure  in 
the  spare  boilers  should  subsequently  be  kept  slightly  below  that 
of  the  boilers  which  supply  steam  to  the  engine,  for  obvious 
reasons. 

^Yhere  a  running  start  at  the  engine  is  imperative,  and  there  is 
no  surplus  boiler  power,  the  starting  and  stopping  of  the  trial  at 
the  boilers  can  be  done  under  the  alternate  method  proposed  by  the 
committee  of  this  Society  for  testing  boilers,  but  in  such  a  contin- 
gency the  trial  should  last  longer  than  would  be  necessary  where 
the  start  is  made  with  newly-kindled  fires,  to  diminish  the  percent- 
age of  error  due  to  guesswork. 

As  to  the  proper  length  of  a  duty  test,  there  has  been  a  growing 
tendency  to  diminish  its  length.  If  the  test  is  made  with  starting 
and  stopping  according  to  the  first  method  described,  it  would  seem 
as  though  2-1-  hours  were  sufScient.  There  is  much  to  reconmiend 
a  test  of  that  length;  for  while  it  is  not  so  long  that  the  expert 
conducting  it  ma}'  not,  without  much  inconvenience,  remain  in 
constant  attendance — a  matter  of  some  importance — it  is  not  so 
short  as  not  to  give  a  fair  record  of  the  capabilities  of  the  engine 
and  boilers.  A  test  very  much  shorter  than  24  hours  is  open  to 
objection,  for  the  early  part  of  a  test  usually  shows  a  greater  appar- 
ent duty  than  the  latter  part.  This  is  especially  true  if  the  start 
is  inade  by  cleaning  the  fires  only,  and  not  rekindling  them. 

Another  point  upon  which  there  is  lack  of  uniformity  in  the 
published  reports  of  duty  trials  is  the  basis  upon  which  the  duty  is 
figured.  This  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  the  report 
should  clearly  state  whether  the  duty  is  based  on  plunger  displace- 
ment or  actual  delivery.  There  are  many  situations  where  it  is 
impracticable  to  gauge  the  actual  delivery  of  the  pumps  by  weir 
measurement,  or  reservoir  capacity,  and  where  it  is  also  impossible 
to  know  the  loss  of  action,  or  "  slip  "  of  the  pumps.  In  such  cases 
it  has  been  customary  either  to  guess  at  the  slip,  or  to  figure  the  duty 
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on  the  plungiT  ilisplai'eiiieiit.  Since.  tliiMcrore,  in  some  instanees 
neither  the  ilelivery  or  slip  ean  he  kiuiwn.  in  every  report  a  figure 
shonhl  be  given  for  the  duty  IjmsimI  on  tlie  plunger  displacement — 
not  tlie  nominal  displacement  of  the  contractor,  but  by  measure- 
ments made  by  the  expert  in  cliarge.  The  difference  between  the 
nominal  and  the  actual  plunger  displacement  has  amounted,  in  the 
writer's  experience,  to  more  than  one  per  cent.;  and  unless  the 
contract  specifies  that  the  duty  shall  be  figured  on  the  water  actually 
delivered  by  the  pumps,  the  work  of  the  engine  should  bo  based  on 
the  plunger  displacement. 

The  horse-power  figured  on  the  work  done  in  the  steam  cylin- 
ders is  the  indicated  power.  The  horse-power  figured  on  the 
]>lunger  displacement  is  the  net  power.  Both  of  these  can  in  all 
:i<es  be  determined,  and  their  difference  is  the  friction  of  the 
MiMchine.  The  ratio  of  the  net  power  to  the  indicated  is  the  effi- 
■  ii'ucy  of  the  machine,  wliich  ought  always  to  be  given,  but  very 
rnrcly  is,  in  expert  icpoits.  The  efiVctixe  power  is  figured  on  the 
\vater  delivered. 

In  published  reports  of  duty  trials  there  is  also  a  want  of  similarity 
in  the  allowance  for  friction  in  the  pump.  In  many  reports  an 
allowance  of  one  pound  per  square  inch,  or  2.31  feet,  has  been 
added  to  the  total  head  for  friction  of  the  water  in  passing  through 
the  pump  valves  and  chambers.  In  other  tests  no  allowance  has 
iieen  made  for  friction,  even  where  the  expert  was  at  liberty  to 
use  his  discretion.  In  still  other  contracts  it  is  expressly  stipulated 
that  no  allowance  shall  be  made  for  friction.  This  at  once  places 
the  published  duties  of  some  engines  in  an  unfair  position  for 
comparison,  for  in  the  case  of  a  pair  of  engines  known  to  the 
writer,  working  under  a  low  head,  if  an  allowance  of  one  pound 
had  been  added,  the  duty  would  have  been  increased  seven  (7)  per 
cent,  over  the  published  figure.  It  is  manifestly  as  fair  to  allow  the 
I'liund  for  friction  on  a  30-foot  head  as  on  one  of  130  feet,  as  the 
liuinp  friction,  at  the  same  speeds,  would  be  practically  the  same. 

The  friction  of  the  engine  as  a  whole  being  also  about  the 
-:mie  under  a  low  head  as  under  a  high  one,  the  percentage  which 
tiiat  friction  is  of  the  total  work  done  is  greater  under  a  low  head 
than  under  a  high  one.  For  this,  among  other  reasons,  a  high 
head  is  favorable  for  the  higher  duty.  Therefore,  since  the  allow- 
ance of  one  pound  for  friction  tends  to  offset  this  advantage,  it 
would  seem  to  be  desirable  to  allow  it  in  figuring  the  duty  for 
purposes  of  comparison. 
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Wlien  till'  coiitraut  calls  for  a  specified  number  of  foot  pounds  of 
work  to  be  done  by  tlie  engine  for  each  one  hundred  pounds  of 
coal  supplied  to  the  boilers,  with  no  reference  to  the  quantity  of 
water  to  be  evaporated  per  pouud  of  coal,  that  places  the  plant  as 
a  whole  on  its  merits,  not  merely  the  engine  and  boilers,  but  all 
the  appliances  used  in  connection  therewith.  Thus  it  would  seem 
the  part  of  economy  to  attach  the  feed  pump  for  supplying  the 
boilers  with  feed  water  to  the  pumping  engine,  and  thus  gain  the 
economy  due  to  having  the  feed  pump  driven  by  the  large  engine 
instead  of  having  the  feed  water  supplied  by  a  direct  acting  steam 
pump,  whose  duty  could  not  exceed  ten  million  foot  pounds  per 
100  pounds  of  coal.  If  this  very  obvious  chance  for  economy  is 
omitted,  it  would  seem  that  no  allowance  should  be  made  for  the 
steam  used  by  the  steam  pump  in  pumping  the  feed  water,  for  it 
is  a  part  of  the  plant  furnished  by  the  contractor,  who  has  agreed 
to  do  a  certain  amount  of  work  with  a  certain  quantity  of  coal. 
Neither  should  any  allowance  be  made  for  the  work  expended  in 
working  the  feed  pumjj  when  it  is  attached  to  the  pumping  engine. 

The  work  done  in  driving  the  boiler  feed  pump,  when  driven  by 
the  main  pumping  engine,  amounts,  in  general,  to  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  work  done  in  the  main  pumps. 
To  lun  a  direct-acting  steam  pump  for  feeding  the  boilers  would 
reciiiiro,  for  a  130,000,000  duty  engine,  two  and  one-half  per  cent, 
of  the  total  coal  supplied  to  the  boilers. 

The  coal  and  water  used  per  hour  per  indicated  and  net  horse- 
power are  important  and  interesting  information,  and  very  easily 
obtained;  yet  this  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  published  reports 
of  expert  trials.  Almost  all  the  requisite  data  are  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  test.  It  is  only  necessary,  in  addition,  to  take  pnliaps  a 
dozen  complete  sets  of  indicator  cards  from  the  steam  cvIiihIims, 
and  note  the  simultaneous  pump  resistance.  From  these  da  la  I  lie 
friction  and  efficiency  of  the  machine  can  be  obtained,  with  wliicli. 
after  figuring  the  net  horse-power  for  the  whole  trial,  on  the  plun- 
ger displacement,  the  indicated  horse-power  for  the  whole  trial  can 
be  calculated. 

To  avoid  errors  in  recording  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to 
the  boilers,  the  water  should  be  weighed  on  scales,  and  not  gauged. 
No  attempt  should  be  made  either  to  fill  or  empty  the  weighing 
tank  to  any  particular  figure.  TJie  attendant  is  not  nearly  so  apt 
to  omit  a  record  if  he  fills  and  empties  the  tank  at  random,  and 
records  the  actual  weights  thus  obtained.     A  time  record  should  be 
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kept  on  tlie  water-log,  recording  the  time  when  the  weighing  tank 
is  emptied. 

It  is  desirable  to  know  the  quality  of  the  steanij  as  to  moisture. 
If  the  steam  is  superheated,  the  amount  can  be  determined  by  an 
accurate  thermometer  screwed  into  the  steam  pipe,  rather  than  by 
a  calorimeter.  In  these  days  of  splitting  hairs  for  any  advantage 
which  may  help  to  raise  the  "  duty,"  where  the  contractor  for  the 
engine  does  not  furnish  the  boilers,  and  the  duty  is  to  be  figured 
per  1,000  pounds  of  steam,  if  the  steam  shows  any  moisture  on  the 
test,  the  contractor  will  probably  claim  dry  steam.  Then,  for  pur- 
poses of  comparison,  all  duty  tests  should  be  figured  on  a  basis  of 
dry  steam,  and  the  same  remarks  apply  to  the  coal.  The  duty 
sliould  in  all  cases  be  figured  on  dry  coal. 

The  results  of  the  boiler  test  should  be  worked  out  in  the  form 
recommended  by  the  committee  of  this  Society. 

Xo  attempt  is  here  made  to  lay  down  complete  directions  for 
i-onducting  a  duty  test,  but  rather  to  call  attention  to  some  impor- 
tant features  which  are  often  neglected,  and  to  others  upon  which 
there  is  lack  of  harmony  in  their  treatment.  Without  doubt  many 
of  these  unsatisfactory  features  are  due  to  the  fact  that  duty  trials 
are  often  conducted  by  civil  engineers  connected  with  water 
departments,  men  amply  qualified  for  the  legitimate  duties  of  their 
positions,  but  whose  training  and  experience  do  not  qualify  them 
for  expert  work  of  this  character.  Such  tests — and  some  are  of 
very  recent  date — while  they  may  be  perfectly  sincere,  cannot  be 
regarded  as  authoritative.  Where  there  are  so  maily  vexatious 
omissions  in  the  report,  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  there  may 
have  been  fatal  oversights  connected  with  the  tests?  The  compe- 
tition among  engine-builders  is  so  keen,  almost  bitter,  that  where 
an  extraordinary  duty  is  claimed,  too  much  candor  and  detail  can- 
not be  shown  in  the  report  of  the  trial.  Wliat  is  wanted  is  a 
tabulated  statement  of  the  results,  plainly  given,  and  an  honest, 
clear  description  of  the  methods,  precautions  and  allowances 
adopted  in  obtaining  them. 


Mr.  Geo.  II.  Barrus. — Mr.  Coon  has  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Society,  in  this  paper,  a  subject  which  appears  to  me  of  quite 
as  much  interest  and  importance  as  that  which  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the   Committee  on  Boiler  Trials.     The  object  of  my 
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discussiou  is  to  retoininend  that  a  similar  committee  be  appointed 
to  determine  upon  a  standard  method  of  conducting  duty  trials  of 
pumping  engines.  A  wide  custom  prevails  among  pumping  en- 
gine builders  of  writing  into  their  contracts  a  guaranty  of  the  duty 
which  will  be  performed  by  the  engine  which  they  contract  to 
furnish.  It  is  customary  for  the  public  water  boards  with  whom 
the  contract  is  made  to  have  some  one,  usually  the  engineer  in 
charge,  make  a  trial  to  determine  whether  the  contract  duty  is 
realized,  before  the  engine  is  accepted.  In  rare  instances  an  ex- 
pert, or  a  board  of  experts,  is  called  in  to  do  this  work.  In  the 
case  of  the  former,  the  engineer  seldom  follows  any  guide  but 
himself.  In  the  case  of  the  latter,  he  adds  to  his  common  sense 
such  information  as  he  or  the  board  may  have  upon  some  preced- 
ing tests  which  have  been  made,  which  they  think  are  safe  prece- 
dents to  follow,  and  conducts  the  test  accordingly.  In  either  case, 
especially  where  there  is  dispute  as  to  the  proper  method  employed, 
no  two  persons  will  agree  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  test 
should  be  conducted  and  the  results  worked  out.  If  a  code  of 
rules  could  be  adopted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rules  adopted 
by  our  late  Committee  on  Boiler  Tests,  it  would  supply  a  want 
which  it  seems  to  me  is  an  ui-gent  one.  A  standard  method  of 
conducting  duty  trials,  which  could  be  referred  to  in  eases  of  dis- 
pute, would  be  of  great  use,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  appre- 
ciated not  only  by  engineers  and  experts  who  are  called  in  to  set- 
tle these  questions,  but  by  the  manufacturers  of  pumping  engines 
as  well. 

A  case  which  has  come  under  my  personal  observation  has 
brought  the  need  of  this  matter  most  forcibly  to  my  notice.  A 
contract  was  made  between  a  pumping  engine  manufacturer  of 
high  standing  and  a  public  water  board,  in  which  it  was  agreed 
to  furnish  an  engine  of  the  lughest  economy  under  a  guaranty 
that  it  should  secure  a  certain  stipulated  duty.  The  terms  of  the 
guaranty  were  made  in  language  substantially  as  f oUows :  "  The 
main  engine  will  be  capable  of  developing  a  duty  equivalent  to  the 
lifting  of  100,000,000  lbs.  one  foot  high,  for  each  100  lbs.  of  coal 
consumed  by  the  boilers,  on  a  basis  of  the  evaporation  of  10  lbs. 
of  water  from  feed  water  temperature  per  pound  of  coal."  The 
interpretation  of  this  guaranty,  as  made  by  the  expert  who  was 
employed  by  the  water  board  to  test  the  engine,  was  that  the  en- 
gine and  its  equipment  should  perform  the  duty  named,  when  a 
grade  of  coal  was  used   which  will  give  an  evaporation  of   10  lbs. 
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of  water  per  pouiul  of  coal  into  steam  of  ordinary  dryness,  no 
allowance  being  made  for  steam  used  by  the  feed  pump  or  for  slip 
or  for  friction  of  the  water  passing  from  the  pump  well  to  the 
water-pressure  gauge.  This  interpretation  corresponded  to  pub- 
lished records  showing  the  manner  of  conducting  trials  of  many 
other  engines  of  the  same  build,  and  corresponded  to  the  meth- 
ods advocated  by  the  builders  of  the  engine  themselves,  as  laid 
down  in  their  printed  circulars.  The  results  of  the  tests  were 
several  per  cent,  below  the  guaranteed  performance.  When  this 
had  been  determined,  the  builders  objected  to  the  manner  iu  which 
the  test  was  conducted,  and  to  the  interpretation  of  the  contract. 
They  claimed,  first,  that  the  duty  should  be  figured  on  the  quan- 
tity of  dry  steam  furnished  the  engine,  after  deducting  steam  used 
by  the  feed  pump  and  the  steam  jackets.  They  also  claimed  that 
the  stipulated  evaporation  of  10  lbs.  of  water  per  pound  of  coal 
should  be  computed  from  a  feed-water  temperature  correspond- 
ing to  that  in  the  pond  which  supplied  the  boilers.  And,  finally, 
they  claimed  that  the  engine  should  be  credited  with  the  friction 
of  the  water  in  the  pump  cylinders ;  that  is,  the  work  done  should  be 
computed  from  the  indicator  cards  taken  from  the  water  cylinders. 
In  short,  they  made  every  claim  which  could  be  thought  of  which 
could  serve  to  increase  the  duty,  except  an  allowance  for  the 
steam  used  by  the  independent  air  pump  which  formed  a  part  of 
the  condensing  apparatus.  It  is  needless  to  consider  the  justice 
of  the  position  taken  by  either  the  expert  or  the  builders  in  his 
particular  case.  I  have  cited  it  in  order  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  disputes  are  liable  to  arise  in  these  matters,  especially 
in  cases  like  the  one  referred  to,  where  the  guaranty  is  iu  danger 
of  being  unfulfilled.  In  such  cases,  it  would  -seem  that  even  rep- 
utable builders  will  take  advantage  of  every  possible  claim  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  tests  should  be  figured,  so  that  the  results 
may  appear  to  be  in  their  favor — a  course  which  would  not  be 
taken  if  there  were  any  standard  method  of  conducting  trials. 

The  argument  advanced  by  Mr.  Coon,  that  a  comparison  of 
records  obtained  from  different  engines  makes  it  important  that 
the  same  standard  of  conducting  the  test  should  be  employed  in  all 
cases,  is  sufl[icient  reason,  were  there  no  other,  for  some  society 
like  ours  to  recommend  a  code  of  rules  for  governing  such  tests. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Haivkins. — Next  to  the  work  performed  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  boiler  tests,  I  regard  this  as  the  most  import- 
ant  work   that   could   be   entered   upon   by   this    Society   to-day.      I 
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hoije  that  a  conuiiitlrc  will  lie  appointed,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Barrus. 
I  merely  rise  to  second  lliat  motion. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Nagle. —  I  have  no  objection  to  the  appoijitment  of  such 
a  committee.  I  am  afraid,  however,  they  have  a  difficult  task  before 
them.  Uniformity  of  methods  of  conducting  duty  trials  is  desir- 
able, and  perhaps  possible.  But  primarily  a  duty  trial  is  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  money  settlement  between  builder  and  pur- 
chaser, and  hence  it  should  be  free  from  all  reasonable  possibility 
of  dispute,  and  it  should  be  inexpensive. 

Let  a  committee  determine,  if  possible,  how  that  desirable  result 
can  be  obtained. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  always  a  great  desire  to  obtain  at  a 
duty  trial  scientific  data  for  the  information  of  the  profession. 

How  much  of  such  a  data  should  be  obtained  at  a  duty  trial  at 
the  expense  of  either  party  may  possibly  be  embodied  in  a  con- 
tract, and  a  committee  may  be  able  to  recommend  a  plan  which 
will  be  practicable.  To  formulate  a  plan  for  duty  trials  which 
shall  be  generally  ai-ccptable  may  well  be  worth  the  efforts  of  a 
committee. 

I  have  no  objections^  to  make,  but  I  fear  they  have  a  diniculr 
problem  before  them. 

2Ir.  11".  F.  Matlrs. —  In  \iew  of  the  conditions  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Xagle,  I  sliould  think  it  unwise  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  establish  rulcf:.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  committee  to 
make  some  recommendation.  I  doubt  very  much  the  propriety 
of  their  going  further. 

Mr.  Hawkins. — I  believe  it  has  been  thoroughly  understood 
heretofore  that  the  Society  will  not  establish  any  rules  of  this 
kind.  The  investigation  of  a  question  of  that  kind,  and  a  report 
by  a  committee,  however,  carries  no  little  authority  with  it.  It 
is  true  that  no  one  need  feel  obliged  to  follow  the  rules.  But  if 
the  (/ommittee  was  made  up  of  gentlemen  prominent  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  they  establish,  so  far  as  their  authority  can  establish, 
rules  or  a  method  or  a  system  I'di-  coinliuiting  these  tests,  it  will  carry 
with  it  the  weight  those  umi  Iciiini  have  in  their  profession,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  a  much  licltcr  form  to  put  it  in,  that  they 
should  establish  rules  on  their  responsibility  rather  than  make 
a  mere  report. 

Prof.  F.  R.  Hutton. — My  interest  is  known  to  several  of  the 
gentlemen  in  having  this  thing  brought  up  and  presented  to  the 
Society,  with  the  view  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Barrus  should  pre- 
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vail — that  this  committee  should  agree  upon  recuiiimcndaiinns, 
with  the  idea  that  in  any  eontracts  which  might  be  made  between 
the  consumer  and  builder  of  an  engine  it  should  be  agreed  in  the 
contract,  and  s])cciKcd,  that  the  test  should  be  made  according  to 
the  rccimiuunulations  ol'  the  American  Society  ot  Jlechanical 
Engineers.  That  recommendation  is  then  in  black  and  while,  and 
can  be  referred  to  in  cases  of  dispute.  We  have  established  the 
point  clearly,  I  think,  that  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  enforce 
upon  anyliody  who  does  not  want  them  the  use  of  any  rules  which 
we  may  ivcommcnd;  but  as  a  question  of  establishing  something 
to  go  by,  we  can  recommend  to  the  profcssimi  -vnniilly,  and  adopt 
in  our  own  practice,  and  say  in  the  contimts  wliiili  we  may  make 
as  individuals,  in  cases  of  test,  that  we  will  n'pdit  our  test  in  the 
method  recommended  by  the  committee — the  committee  being 
constituted  of  men  whose  opinions  carry  weight — and  that  we  pro- 
pose to  make  our  report  in  the  form  recommended  by  these 
gentlemen,  than  whom  there  can  be  no  higher  authority  as  to  the 
way  in  which  a  pumping-engine  test  should  be  conducted. 

Mr.  11';;/.  Kent. — I  think  no  member  of  this  Society  who  was 
present  at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting,*  and  who  knows  the  action 
then  taken,  will  say  that  this  Society  refused  to  adopt  the  Boiler 
Test  Committee's  report  for  the  reason  that  it  was  not  worthy  of 
adoption,  or  any  reason  of  that  kind;  but  it  was  for  the  general 
reason  that  this  Society  would  at  no  time  adopt  any  standards  on 
any  subject  whatever.  We  took  the  ground,  as  Prof.  Ilutton  has 
stated,  that  we  would  not  try  to  impose  on  the  profession  any- 
thing which  they  did  not  want;  that  the  most  this  Society  can  do 
is  to  appoint  committees  who  will  recommend  certain  methods  of 
testing,  and  if  the  Society  accepts  their  report  and  orders  it 
printed  in  the  Ti-ansactions,  that  is  as  great  an  endorsement  as 
this  Society  can  give  it,  and  that  is  a  greater  endorsement,  I 
think,  than  even  the  adoption  of  the  report  by  the  whole  Society, 
nine-tenths  of  whose  members  may  not  be  experts  in  the  particular 
branch  on  which  the  committee  reports.  The  whole  question  was 
gone  over  so  thoroughly  three  or  four  years  ago,  that  I  think  it 
almost  useless  to  bring  it  up  now.  But  I  am  entirely  in  favor  of 
appointing  a  committee  on  Mr.  Barrus'  proposition.  I  think  it  is 
impossible  for  any  committee  of  this  Society  to  establish  rules. 
The  best  they  can  do  is  to  recommend  them.  ^To  one  can  be 
bound  by  such  rules.  The  best  we  can  do  is  to  have  a  committee 
*Trans.,  Vol.  VI.,  Appendix  W.,  page  877. 
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appointed  of  say  five  experts,  whose  work  will  be  taken  as  the 
highest  law  we  can  give.  I  would  suggest  that,  in  appointing  this 
committee,  the  pumping-engine  men  be  represented,  as  well 
as  experts— that  is,  builders  of  pumping  engines,  and,  if  possible, 
some  one  representing  the  users  of  pumping  engines.  After  the 
Boiler  Committee  was  appointed,  there  was  another  committee 
appointed  on  standards  for  threads  for  tubes,  which  did  the  same 
thing.  They  reported  and  recommended  certain  proportions  for 
screw  threads,  which,  while  the  Society  could  not  adopt  them, 
have  been  adopted  by  the  maniifacturers,  which  is  the  very  best 
kind  of  compliment  to  the  Society. 

Mr.  Hawhins. — I  imagine  that  this  question  is  pretty  much  one 
of  words — the  signification  of  terms.  Of  course  we  understand  that 
the  committee  cannot  absolutely  establish  a  system  for  pumping- 
engine  tests  any  more  than  the  Society  could;  but  they  could  do 
a  little  more  than  merely  report  upon  it.  I  think  they  could  put 
it  in  a  little  more  authoritative  shape  than  merely  making  a  report 
to  this  Society.  The  Society  can  accept  a  report,  but  will  not 
adopt  it.  ISTow,  if  we  alter  the  phraseology,  so  far  as  the  committee 
is  concerned,  so  that  instead  of  establishing  the  report,  they  adopt 
it.  it  will  be  a  little  better,  I  think,  than  merely  making  a  report. 
ITcre  will  be  a  number  of  gentlemen  identified  with  this  specific 
liriiiicli  (if  mechanics;  they  make  an  investigation  and  make  a  re- 
port. There  seems  to  be  nothing  definite  done  about  it.  If  we 
could  say  that  these  gentlemen  adopted  the  method  or  system,  I 
think  it  would  be  putting  it  in  more  authoritative  form,  that  is  all. 

[Note. — The  question  of  appointing  such  a  committee  was  put  by  the  President 
at  the  close  of  this  debate,  and  it  was  unanimously  carried.  That  committee  as 
appointed  consisted  of  Messrs.  Coon,  Barrus,  Reynolds,  Nagle  and  DeKinder.* 
— F.R.H.] 
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THE    EFFECT    OF    CIRCULATION    IX    STEAM    BOILERS 
OX    THE    QUALITY    OF    THE    STEAM. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

A  SOMEWHAT  it'inarkable  experience  upon  this  subject  has  oc- 
eiincd  to  tlie  writer,  in  connection  with  a  small  boiler  used  for 
steam  heating. 

The  boiler  was  of  the  vertical  type,  and  consisted  of  a  plain  shell 
(without  a  water  leg)  40  inches  in  diameter  and  48  inches  in  height. 
It  contained  115  2-inch  tubes  4  ft.  long.  The  boiler  was  supported 
by  a  brick  furnace  which  contained  a  grate  33  inches  square,  placed 
24  inches  below  the  lower  head.  A  smoke  bonnet  having  a  side  flue 
12  inches  in  diameter  carried  the  gases  to  a  brick  chimney  close  liy, 
which  was  40  ft.  high.  The  side  flue  contained  a  damper  operated 
by  an  automatic  regtilator  set  to  close  at  a  pressure  of  about  5  lbs. 
The  shell  was  covered  with  fossil  meal. 

The  heating  apparatus  was  constructed  on  tlic  low-pressure 
gravity-return  system.  The  total  extent  of  ladiating  surface 
amounted  to  900  sq.  ft.  The  lowest  point  of  this  surface  was  at  a 
horizontal  distance  of  100  feet  from  the  boiler,  measured  along  the 
return  pipe,  and  this  point  was  18  inches  above  the  usual  water  line. 
The  highest  point  was  14  ft.  above  the  water  line.  The  main 
steam  supply  pipe  was  a  2i/^-inch  pipe,  and  led  off  from  the  upper 
head  of  the  boiler,  near  one  side.  The  main  return  pipe  was  a  11/4- 
ineh  pipe,  and  at  a  point  beyond  the  check  valve  it  was  increased  to 
2  inches,  and  entered  the  boiler  through  the  bottom  head.  A  short 
piece  of  the  pipe  and  the  elbow  were  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the 
furnace.  . 

Tite  upper  ends  of  the  tubes  in  the  boiler  were  provided  with 
east-iron  ferrules,  the  openings  through  which  were  %  of  an  inch  in 
diameter. 

Soon  after  the  plant  was  set  to  work,  difficulties  began  to  be  en- 
countered in  the  working  of  the  boiler  and  in  the  return  of  the 
water  from   some  of  the  pipes.     The  action  was  as  follows :    The 
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boiler  was  filled  to  siu-li  a  point  that  with  a  low  fire  the  level  of 
water  stood  at  the  top  of  the  glass.  As  soon  as  the  fire  was  started 
up  and  steam  began  to  form,  tjie  water  gradually  fell,  and  by  the 
time  the  whole  plant  was  in  normal  action  the  water  had  reached 
the  bottom  of  the  glass,  which  was  some  18  inches  below.  At  the 
same  tinig  there  was  ample  evidence  of  priming.  The  sound  of 
rushing  water  in  the  main  pi^je  could  be  distinctly  heard,  even 
\vhen  the  observer  stood  at  some  distance  away.  When  the  auto- 
matic damper  closed  and  a  momentary  check  occurred  in  the  pro- 
duction of  steam,  the  water  came  back  at  a  rapid  rate  and  soon 
nearly  filled  the  glass.  The  radiators  and  circulations  farthest  from 
the  boiler  and  lowest  in  elevation  filled  with  water,  and  much 
trouble  arose  in  freeing  them  of  water  and  making  them  heat  in  a 
proper  manner. 

The  priming  of  the  boiler  was  at  first  attributed  to  the  presence 
of  oil  in  the  water,  but  repeated  blowing  off  and  change  of  the 
water  produced  no  beneficial  result,  as  it  should  have  done  if  this 
was  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  Two  additional  steam  pipes  were 
attached,  each  a  2-ineh  pipe,  and  applied  to  opposite  sides  of  the 
boiler  as  high  in  the  shell  as  possible.  Each  of  these  pipes  entered 
as  far  as  the  tubes,  and  the  upper  part  was  cut  away  so  as  to  draw 
steam  from  above,  rather  than  from  below.  These  were  both  con- 
nected to  the  main  supply  pipe.  In  spite  of  the  distribution  in  the 
points  of  discharge  whicli  these  pipes  effected,  there  was  no  abate- 
ment of  the  principal  difficulty. 

Under  advice  from  the  chief  inspector  of  a  prominent  boiler 
insurance  company,  the  boiler  was  treated  to  a  large  dose  of  soda. 
This  penetrated  the  whole  system  of  pipes  and  radiators,  and  worked 
for  several  days.  The  boiler  was  then  blown  off  and  refilled  with 
fresh  water.  Even  this  treatment  failed  to  give  relief,  although 
the  priming  appeared  to  be  less  serious  while  the  alkaline  liquor  was 
in  use. 

Finally  a  suspicion  arose  in  the  writer's  mind  that  the  priming 
was  due  to  improper  circulation  of  the  water.  The  tubes  in  this 
boiler  were  laid  out  inside  a  circle  33  inches  in  diameter.  There 
was  a  clear  space  outside  the  tubes  all  around  4  inches  in  width.  It 
was  thought  that  an  increase  of  this  space  might  improve  the  cir- 
culation, and  the  plugging  up  of  the  outer  row  of  tubes  was  con- 
templated. Before  trying  this  plan,  however,  it  was  thought  that 
the  same  result  might  be  effected  by  removing  some  of  the  ferrules 
in  the  center  of  the  boiler  so  as  to  centralize  the  heating  effect  of 
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the  fire,  thereby  increasing  the  rapidity  of  ebullition  at  tlie  centre, 
while  reducing  it  at  the  circumference.  E.vamination  revealed  the 
fact  that  these  ferrules,  as  before  stated,  had  openings  %  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  tiiese  openings  aggregating  in  area  0.35  sq.  ft.,  which 
bears  a  ratio  to  the  grate  surface  (7.56  sq.  ft.)  of  1  to  31.().  This 
ratio,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  too  small  for  efficient  boiler  work. 
Accordingly,  3G  ferrules  near  the  centre  were  removed,  and  the 
collective  area  of  the  openings  increased  to  0.84  sq.  ft.,  which  bears 
a  ratio  to  the  grate  surface  of  1  to  9. 

The  effect  of  this  change  was  instant.  The  priming  disappeared 
at  once.  The  water  line  became  nearly  constant,  the  extreme 
variation  being  reduced  to  2  inches.  There  was  no  further  difficulty 
with  draining  and  heating  of  the  pipes  and  radiators,  and  the  whole 
apparatus  worked  from  this  time  on  with  perfect  satisfaction. 

It  appears  that  the  small  area  for  draught  that  existed  when  the 
ferrules  were  all  in  use  caused  such  a  distribution  of  the  heat 
through  the  whole  number  of  tubes,  that  an  active  ebullition  oc- 
curred through  the  whole  body  of  water.  This  interfered  with  the 
natural  circulation  of  the  w^ater,  and  the  result  was  a  commotion 
which  caused  the  water  to  boil  over  into  the  steam  pipe.  The  con- 
centration of  the  heat  at  the  centre  of  the  boiler,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out,  changed  this  disordered  condition,  produced  an  easy 
circulation,  and  furnished  a  complete  remedy  for  the  whole  trouble. 

The  amount  of  water-heating  surface  in  the  boiler  is  approxi- 
mately 120  sq.  ft.,  and  tliis  suffices  to  warm  the  building  in  a  proper 
manner  in  the  coldest  weather.  The  building  is  a  church,  having 
wooden  walls,  and  it  contains  some  160,000  cubic  feet  of  space. 

DISCUSSION. 

Prof.  J.  M.  Wliitham. — A  case  somewhat  similar  to  that  described 
in  the  paper  by  Mr.  Barms  occurred  in  connection  with  the  boilers 
of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Galena  about  six  years  ago.  This  vessel  has  ten 
horizontal  cylindrical  boilers,  8  feet  in  diameter  and  8  feet  2  inches 
long.  The  total  grate  surface  is  250  square  feet;  total  heating 
surface,  5,462.6  square  feet;  calorimeter  through  the  tubes,  7.83. 
There  are  five  boilers  on  each  side  of  tiie  ship  (with  a  longitudinal 
fire-room),  and  all  connect  with  one  smoke-stack  resting  over  the 
fire-room  opposite  the  centre  boilers.  During  the  trial  trip,  and 
for  some  two  years  afterward,  whenever  the  centre  boiler  on  either 
side  was  used,  the  priming  became  so  excessive  that  it  was  neces- 
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sarv  to  liaul  fires  and  shut  off  that  boiler.  There  were  two  fur- 
naces to  each  boiler,  having  a  nest  of  tubes  over  each.  There 
was  a  clear  space  of  perhaps  six  inches  between  the  nest  of  tubes 
and  the  cylindrical  shell.  Chief-Engineer  H.  B.  Nones,  U.  S.  N., 
remedied  the  priming  in  these  boilers  by  having  two  vertical  rows 
of  tubes  in  the  centre  of  each  nest  removed,  and  putting  tie  rods 
in  their  places.  The  effect  was  that  the  steam,  as  it  formed 
rapidly  on  the  crown  slieet,  had  an  unobstructed  passage  to  the 
steam  space,  while  the  circulation  around  the  sides  of  the  tube 
nests  was  accelerated.  The  priming  occurred  only  in  the  central 
boilers  under  the  smoke-stack,  on  account  of  the  draught  of  those 
boilers. 

.¥;•.  .1.  F.  Xagle. — The  boiler  appears  to  have  been  an  exceed- 
ingly low  one — as  I  understand,  only  48  inches  high.  I  should 
like  to  know  if  Mr.  Barrus  thinks  a  similar  occurrence  would  have 
happened  if  the  boiler  had  been,  say  8  feet  high — just  double  the 
height — if  the  trouble  was  not  in  a  measure  due  to  the  exceed- 
ingly low  height  of  the  boiler? 

Mr.  Ba7-nis. — I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  or  not. 

Mr.  Xagle. — It  is  not  an  unusual  type  of  boiler.  All  Corliss 
boilers,  and  other  boilers  of  that  type,  are  of  greater  height,  and  no 
such  dilliculties  occur.  Hence  I  should  attribute  this  trouble  to 
the  exceedingly  low  height,  although  Mr.  Barrus'  experience  and 
remedy  for  the  difficulty  is  instructive. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Coon. — The  Amoskeag  Company  at  Manchester,  N".  H., 
have  a  large  number  of  such  boilers  in  use;  but  of  course  the 
ratio  of  the  length  to  the  diameter  is  very  much  greater  than  the 
case  cited  by  Mr.  Barrus:  probably  the  ratio  would  be  three  and 
a  half  to  four,  or  at  least  three,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  tubes 
is  not  exceptional.  They  are  nearer  together  at  the  bottom,  at 
the  fire-box,  and  spread  at  the  top.  At  the  top  head  they  are 
quite  close  to  the  shell,  and  sd  far  as  I  know  they  never  had  any 
difficulty  in  priming.  I  think  Mr.  Nagle's  suggestion  that  the 
priming    is    due    to    the    excejitional    shortness    of    the    boiler    is 

Pruf.  U.  B.  Gale. — A  word  occurs  to  me  now  which  I  would  like 
to  say.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  perhaps  the  employment  of  the 
term  "  steam  boiler "  is  rather  a  misuse  of  words,  at  least  in  some 
cases.  Boiling  means  ebullition,  and  I  have  sometimes  thought 
that  in  some  boilers  with  good  circulation,  when  working  easily, 
there  is  often   proliably  no  ebullition  at  all,  but  simply  a  circula- 
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tion  ol'  the  water,  the  Jieated  water  rising  to  the  surface  and 
evaporating  tiiere,  instead  of  forming  bubbles  and  rising  up 
througli.  Perhaps  tlie  phrase  "'  steam  generator "  would  better 
describe  tlie  iR-tion  in  some  vessels  of  that  kind  than  the  word 
boiler.  1  would  like  to  hear  an  expression  of  opinion  from  others 
on  that  point. 

Mr.  II.  F.  Minot. — I  would  like  to  ask  the  last  speaker  why  the 
ebullition  in  this  boiler  might  not  take  place. 

Mr.  dale. — I  did  not  intend  to  say  that  there  was  no  ebullition 
in  this  lioiler. 

Mr.  Minot. — In  any  boiler? 

Mr.  (rale. — \Vlien  there  is  a  good  circulation,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  water  might  be  heated  as  it  rises  up  around  the  tubes; 
but  that  it  would  not  be  heated  enough  if  it  was  moving  rapidly 
to  cause  it  to  evaporate  until  the  pressure  was  reduced,  when  it 
reached  the  surface.  Of  course,  as  the  water  rises  the  pressure 
gets  less  and  less  by  the  amount  of  head  of  water  that  is  over  it, 
and  the  evaporation  will  not  take  place  until  the  pressure  is 
reduced  to  the  pressure  of  saturation.  If  no  steam  is  being  drawn 
from  the  boiler,  there  is  no  evaporation,  and  boiling  is  of  course 
out  of  the  question;  now  it  seems  to  me  that  when  the  draft  of 
steam  is  rather  light,  and  the  circulation  rapid,  the  water  would 
probably  rise  to  the  top  before  it  is  heated  hot  enough  actually  to 
form  Ijubbles  of  steam,  and  that,  instead  of  actual  boiling,  we 
would  have  simply  a  rapid  circulation  of  water,  and  surface  evap- 
oration. A  little  air  mixed  with  the  steam  in  a  boiler  'would  also, 
by  increasing  the  pressure,  tend  to  prevent  ebullition. 

Mr.  n.  H.  Suplee. — In  relation  to  this  matter,  there  were  some 
experiments  brought  to  my  notice  several  years  ago  made  on  a 
plain  cylinder  boiler  without  any  internal  flues  of  any  sort — a  long 
boiler — in  which  to  determine  the  wain-  level  and  the  character  of 
the  boiling.  A  number  of  water--an-e  jIm-m  <  were  placed  along 
the  whole  side  of  the  boiler — I  think  ^-ome  ei^iit  or  ten  in  number — 
anil  a  lc\el  placed  along  to  determine  if  there  was  any  difference 
in  the  friiiit  and  back  of  the  boiler,  and  it  was  found  that  the  water 
was  some  tliree  or  four  inches  higher  over  the  fire,  and  that  it 
gradually  diminished  as  it  went  back,  showing  that  there  was  an 
ebullition  that  lifted  the  water  in  the  front  p^rt,  making  a  circula- 
tion. This  showed  that  there  must  have  been  actual  ebullition 
going  on  there  in  order  to  lift  the  water  so  much  higher  in  front  of 
the  lioiler,  and  that  tills  was  renllv  the  cause  of  the  circulation,  and 
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that  the  boiling  must  ufcur  in  order  to  produce  the  cirfulntion,  a& 
the  one  is  the  cause  and  the  other  the  effect. 

Mr.  Barrus. — I  should  like  to  say  a  word  about  tiiis  boiler  in 
connection  with  what  Mr.  Nagle  states,  and  that  is,  that  there  are 
a  great  many  small  vertical  boilers  in  use  for  portable  engines 
which  have  tubes  no  more  than  four  feet  long,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  diiSculty  could  not  have  been  due  to  the  short  lengths  of 
the  tubes.  In  a  fire  engine  boiler,  which  is  certainly  no  larger 
than  this  one,  there  is  no  trouble  of  that  kind.  At  least,  it  would 
be  out  of  the  question  to  have  any  trouble  of  that  kind,  on  account 
of  the  injury  which  it  would  bring  to  the  engine.  I  think  if  the 
difficulty  had  been  due  to  the  length  of  the  tubes,  it  would  not  have 
appeared  when  the  boiler  was  running  slowly.  But  this  trouble 
was  one  which  was  constaiitly  occurring,  even  when  there  was  a 
very  slow  fire. 

Mr.  Nagle. — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  success  of  the  remedy. 

Mr.  Minot. — Isn't  it  a  fact  that  there  are  any  number  of  steam 
fire  engines  running  in  this  countiy  with  tubes  as  short  as  11 
inches  or  1.5  inches?  T  tliink  Mr.  Barrus  has  given  us  the  right 
solution  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  Barrus. — It  seems  to  me  that  this  subject  of  the  effect  of 
circulation  of  water  in  boilers  is  an  important  one,  and  one  that 
needs  some  ventilation.  I  had  hoped  that  members  would  give 
some  of  their  experiences. 

Mr.  Huston. — The  difference  between  the  front  and  the  back  of 
the  boiler — could  not  that  occur  simply  from  the  circulation  itself, 
simply  from  the  direction  of  the  currents,  right  over  the  hottest 
part  of  the  fire,  constantly  lifting  water  at  that  end?  I  should 
tliink  that  would  be  the  case  somewhat. 

Mr.  Suplee. — I  think  that  is  exactly  what  the  experiments  did 
indicate,  namely,  that  the  circulation  did  lift  the  water,  but  that 
indirectly  the  rising  of  the  bubbles  was  the  cause  of  the  lifting 
and  also  the  cause  of  the  circulation.  I  simply  mention  it  in 
regard  to  what  Mr.  Gale  said,  that  a  boiler  with  proper  circulation 
should  not  also  possess  ebullition.  I  think  they  should  both  occur 
together,  and  that  this  case  went  to  prove  that  point. 

Mr.  Gale. — It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  probable  that  we  have  all 
degrees  between  no  ebullition  and  a  very  rapid  ebullition  in  differ- 
ent boilers,  according  to  the  amount  of  circulation  that  we  have, 
and  the  way  the  boilers  are  worked;  and  that  it  is  not  absolutely 
necessary   to   suppose   ebullition   in   order   to  make   a   difference   in 
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level,  because  a  simple  circulation  of  water  does  make  a  difference 
in  level,  though  whether  it  would  make  as  much  difference  as  is 
referred  to  in  this  case  I  do  not  know.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
might  have  in  some  cases  no  ebullition  at  all,  and  from  that  ujj,  in 
all  grades,  to  a  very  violent  case,  such  as  is  described  in  this 
paper. 
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BY    FRED'k   a.    SCHEFFLER,    ERIE,    PA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Eecextly  one  of  the  large  manufacturing  firm.?  in  the  western 
part  of  Pennsylvania  outgrew  the  capacity  "  output ''  of  their 
foundry  cupola — an  occurrence  which  has  probably  taken  place  with 
other  similar  old-established  firms  who  are  on  a  good  commercial 
basis. 

The  capacity  of  the  old  cupola  was  forced  to  34,000  pounds  per 
day,  and  it  required  the  blower  to  be  in  operation  from  3  p.m.  until 
the  final  charge  was  withdrawn,  which  occurred  about  5.30  p.m. 
The  cupola  was  then  so  hot  that  in  the  morning  it  was  quite  unfit 
for  the  cupola  tender  to  make  ready  for  the  daily  "  heat,"  although 
the  work  had  to  be  done,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  not  very  invigor- 
ating to  the  tender. 

The  size  of  the  cupola  was  60  inches  outside  diameter,  and  44: 
inches  inside,  the  fire-brick  lining  being  8  inches.  The  distance 
from  the  bottom  or  outlet  spout  to  the  charging  door  was  between 
13  ami  14  feet.  There  were  two  rows  or  sets  of  tuyeres,  one  above 
the  other,  being  virtually  a  well-known  Detroit  cupola.  The  great- 
est amount  of  blast  obtainable  was  9  ounces,  and  the  blast  gate 
was  wide  open  almost  continually  throughout  the  heat,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  blower  ( Sturtevant's  make.  No.  8)  was 
speeded  100  revolutions  faster  than  the  list  called  for  to  produce  a 
12-ounce  bjast.  The  difficulty  was  of  course  shouldered  upon  the 
blower  and  the  catalogue  list  of  the  makers,  but,  as  will  be  shown 
later,  the  entire  fault  lay  with  the  tuyeres  and  blast-box  on  the 
cupola.  The  fan  was  situated  90  feet  from  the  cupola,  and  was 
connected  by  an  18-inch  galvanized  iron  blast  pipe,  which  was 
straight  with  the  exception  of  the  elbow  wherfi  it  left  the  fan,  and 
the  Y-shaped  connection  into  the  cupola,  the  two  arms  of  the  Y 
forming  at  the  same  time  vertical  elbows  each  10  inches  in  diam- 
eter.    Thus  the  connections  between  the  fan  and  the  cupola  were 
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such  as  to  produce  the  best  possible  results,  especially  as  the  outlet 
from  the  fan  was  only  13  inches. 

The  capacity  of  the  new  cupola  was  desired  to  be  10  or  Vi  tons 
per  hour,  which  would  increase  the  output  about  20%  in  the  same 
length  of  time,  and  shorten  the  time  required  for  a  "heat"  of  the 
ordinary  size.  The  dimensions  and  stj-le  agreed  upon  called  for  a 
72"  shell,  which  when  lined  up  with  8"  of  fire  brick  would  make  56" 
inside  diameter.  The  height  was  15  feet  from  spout  to  charging 
door,  and  this  space  would  contain  10  tons,  not  including  fuel.  The 
tuyeres  were  eight  in  number  and  all  located  on  the  same  horizontal 
plane,  being  in  shape  the  fonu  of  an  equilateral  triangle,  each  side 
being  six  inches  long.  They  were  placed  at  a  height  of  24  inches 
from  the  base  plate,  and  were  surrounded  by  a  blast  box  12  inches 
square.  The  new  cupola  was  to  be  erected  in  close  proximity  to 
the  old  one,  and  it  was  desired  to  utilize  the  same  connecting  blast 
pipe  for  both  cupolas.  The  question  of  size  of  blower  required  to 
give  the  proper  blast  for  the  new  cupola  was  a  serious  one,  for  it 
was  fully  believed  that  the  one  already  in  use  could  not  possibly 
supply  the  amount  required,  when  it  was  so  evident  that  it  was 
doing  all  that  could  possibly  be  obtained  from  it. 

Bids  were  therefore  asked  for  a  fan  wliich  would  be  guaranteed 
to  melt  12  tons  of  iron  per  hour  in  a  cupola  56  inches  inside  diam- 
eter. These  were  tlie  only  data  given  upon  which  the  bidders 
were  to  base  their  estimates.  The  bids  were  all  about  the  same 
in  regard  to  size  of  fan  required  to  produce  the  work  and  neces- 
sary (12  ounces)  blast.  One  well-known  firm  advised  a  fan  so 
close  in  size  to  the  one  already  in  use,  that  the  surprise  was  very 
great,  as  both  fans  were  similar  in  construction.  So  positive  was 
the  bidder  that  the  fan  mentioned  would  do  the  work  that  it  was 
not  deemed  advisable  to  purchase  a  fan  of  the  same  size  as  the  old 
one,  for  it  was  considered  that  two  fans  of  the  same  size  and  gen- 
eral construction  ought  to  do  the  same  work  under  the  same  con- 
ditions. Hence  the  suggestion  arose  that  there  must  be  something 
radically  wrong  with  either  the  fan  or  both  the  blast  box  around 
the  old  cupola  and  the  tuyeres  in  the  same,  and  it  was  determined 
to  discover,  if  possible,  where  this  defect  lay,  by  simply  connect- 
ing the  18-inch  blast  pipe  into  the  new  cupola.  So  vastly  differ- 
ent was  the  construction  of  the  new  cupola  tuyeres  and  blast  box 
and  that  of  the  old  one,  that  if  there  was  anything  wrong  with  the 
latter  it  would  be  shown  by  the  difference  in  the  working  quali- 
ties of  the  same  and  the  new  cupola. 
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The  branches  of  the  Y  conuections  were  12"  diameter.  The  gen- 
eral arrangement  of  cupolas  and  connections  is  shown  in  the  en- 
graving (Fig.  135).  It  will  be  noticed  that  either  cupola  can  be 
run  independently  of  the  other,  and  all  connections  are  so  arranged 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  shut  down  a  day  to  make  the  new 
connection. 

The   first  heat  taken   from   the   new   cupola   was   very  successful. 


The  succeeding  ones  were  still  better,  and  not  only  were  they  "  run 
off"  quicker  and  better  than  any  of  those  taken  from  the  old  one, 
but  the  blast  was  so  great  that  the  water  in  the  gauge,  which  was 
only  intended  to  register  up  to  10  ounces  of  blast,  was  blown  out 
of  the  top  of  the  same,  and  when  the  new  one  was  made,  the  pres- 
sure was  found  to  be  between  11  and  12  ounces.  No  change  of 
speed  of  blower  had  been  made,  and  the  same  main  blast  pipe  was 
utilized.  The  "  heats "  were  taken  off  with  the  blast  gate  only 
one-quarter  open,  whereas  with  the  old  cupola  this  gate  was  re- 
quired  to  be  wide   open   almost   continually  throughout   the   heat. 
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(ireat  satisfaction  was  the  result,  as  the  price  of  the  new  blower 
had  been  saved  as  well  as  the  expense  wliich  would  necessarily 
have  been  involved  in  putting  down  a  larger  main  blast  pipe  and 
a  possible  loss  of  two  days'  eastings. 

As  will  be  noticed,  the  trouble  was  with  the  blast  box  on  the  old 
cupola,  and  the  tuyeres  in  the  same,  and  not  with  the  fan.  The 
tuyeres  were  five  in  number  in  each  row  (there  being  two,  an  upper 
and  lower  row)  and  were  too  small  in  size  to  admit  the  amount  of 
blast  which  the  fan  was  capable  of  developing,  consequently  the 
latter  was  "  choked."  It  is  simply  impossible  to  get  the  full  bene- 
■t  from  a  fan  unless  it  has  practically  no  outward  friction  to  the 
I'assage  of  the  greatest  blast  which  it  is  capable  of  producing,  or 
It  least  unless  this  friction  has  been  largely  reduced.  The  facts 
I  lessons  which  are  represented  by  the  above  experience  are  as 
imHow^s: 

That  by  using  a  small  amount  of  practical  common  sense,  a  fan 
which  had  been  pretty  well  "  rattled "  was  made  to  bring  out  that 
which  it  had  long  been  striving  to  do  by  making  the  final  exit 
passages  (tuyeres)  of  a  combined  area  gi-eater  than  the  area  of  the 
]iipe  at  the  outlet  of  the  fan,  and  by  reducing  the  blast  box  to  a 
?ize  which  would  be  no  larger  than  actually  required,  this  being  in 
cross  section  about  10%  more  than  the  area  of  the  fan  outlet.  When 
forcing  air  into  the  new  cupola  under  the  above  circumstances,  the 
fan  does  not  require  as  much  power  to  drive  it,  and  in  the  same 
time  more  iron  can  be  melted  with  it  than  it  was  possible  to  melt 
in  the  old  cupola.  The  latter  melted  at  the  rate  of  8  tons  per 
hour,  the  new  one  at  the  rate  of  10  tons. 

These  results  may  seem  surprising,  but  they  are  positive  facts, 
and  are  given  to  the  readers  for  their  own  consideration,  and  possi- 
bly old  cupolas  in  daily  use  might  be  altered  by  a  trifling  expense 
and  made  to  produce  better  and  more  ecoiioniical  work. 

niscussiox. 

Mr.  II.  I.  Snell. — I  am  interested  in  this  paper  because  the 
results  are  obtained  from  an  experience  and  are  not  theories.  It 
gives  some  facts,  some  figures,  and  we  can  make  our  o^vn  calcula- 
tions and  deductions.  It  also  shows  a  reason  for  one  of  the  seem- 
ing discrepancies  between  a  manufacturer's  catalogue  and  actual 
experience  in  practical  work,  and  might  serve  as  an  addenda  to  a 
paper  I  read  before  the  Society  at  the  Philadelphia  meeting,  upon 
"  Experiments  and  Experiences  witii  Blow'ers." 


500  A    FOUNDRY    CUPOLA    EXPERIENCE. 

I  regret  the  author  of  tlie  paper  is  not  present,  that  he  might 
answer  some  questions  I  would  like  to  ask,  which  might  be  of 
advantage  to  the  members  in  discussing  the  subject. 

I  would  like  to  know  how  his  cupola  was  charged;  the  propor- 
tion of  fuel  to  iron  melted;  the  amount  of  fuel  for  the  first  bed, 
and  then  the  amount  of  iron,  amount  of  fuel,  and  again,  the  iron, 
etc.  What  was  the  distance  of  the  tuyeres  from  the  bottom  of  the  bed  ? 
I  look  upon  the  amount  of  iron  melted  in  the  44-ineh  cupola  as 
being  extraordinary,  and  do  not  recall  ever  having  known  so  mucli 
per  hour  to  be  melted  with  any  blower,  under  any  pressure.  The 
kind  of  castings  furnished  will  determine  the  amount  melted  to  :i 
certain  degreee;  but  I  think  9,000  or  10,000  lbs.  per  hour  good  prac- 
tice with  a  cu^Dola  44  inciies  inside  diameter.  Did  we  know  the 
amount  of  fuel  used,  it  wuuld  furnisli  data  for  the  solution  of  thr 
interesting  problem  of  liow  many  cubic  feet  of  air  that  No.  M 
Sturtevant  Blower  was  discliarging  per  minute. 

The  chief  interest  in  the  paper  outside  of  the  extraordinary  work 
done  by  the  blower  is  in  the  fact  that  we  have  a  blower  that 
under  certain  circumstances  fails  to  give  the  pressure  the  manu- 
facturer says  it  should,  and  yet,  under  the  same  circumstances,  so  far 
as  the  blower  and  its  attachments  are  concerned,  it  does  support 
tlie  maker's  statement  when  applied  to  a  larger  cupola.  This  is  a 
point  I  can  hardly  reconcile  with  my  own  experience,  and  I  feci 
interested  in  learning  all  the  details  of  the  experiments  that  I  may 
harmonize  the  quoted  experiences  with  my  own. 

Will  Mr.  ScliefHer  tell  us  how  the  blast  was  measured,  and  at 
what  point  between  the  blower  and  cupola ;  and  at  what  jjeriod  of 
the  heat — the  beginning,  middle,  or  end?  From  tests  I  have  made 
upon  cupola  blowers,  I  ha\r  rmiml  thai,  unless  the  blower  is  very 
large  for  the  work,  the  |iicssnii'  ai  liisl  will  l)e  smaller,  increase  as 
the  heat  goes  on  and  the  iron  and  coals  settle  down,  and  becoming 
larger  about  the  middle  of  the  heat,  then  often  reducing  towards 
the  end  when  the  furnace  is  exhausted  and  the  resistance  to  the 
escape  of  the  air  diminished. 

The  card  or  diagram  (Fig.  ;iO'.))  representing  a  heat  in  Smith's 
Foundrv,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  the  blast  was  furnished  by  a  No.  8 
Stiiilevant  fan  running  about  3,300  revolutions  per  minute,  will 
ilhistiate  the  point  that  the  same  fan  running  the  same  speed  will 
give  different  pressures  at  different  points  in  the  heat. 

I  suppose,  as  the  pipe  was  not  changed  when  the  cupolas  were, 
the  pressure  gauge  was  ap])lied  at  the  same  place  on  the  ]upe  when 
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vMrli  cupolM  wMs  tfsicd  :  hut  si.nnMimfs  the  application  of  the  water 
rohimii  is  (iillVivnt  in  ililVoivut  trsts.  ami  llu>u  different  readings 
'■I'  tiie  gauge  obtained  when  the  actual  pi'ossure  is  the  same,  for  in- 
-lance,  if  the  gauge  in  one  case  is  applied  in  such  a  way  that  the 
line  of  tlio  flow  of  air  will  be  directly  into  the  tube,  the  pressure  in- 
ilicatcd  will  be  somewhat  greater  than  if  the  flow  was  across  the 
tube  or  if  the  tube  was  turned  from  the  current.  These  are  inter- 
esting points  in  relation  to  this  paper,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Scheffler  will 
lie  able  to  give  us  some  information  upon  the  points  raised. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  reconcile  some  of  the  results  he  has  ob- 
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The  horizontal  lines  represent  the  pressures  in  ounces  per  square  inch. 

The  vertical  lines  represent  the  time  in  minutes  from  the  beginning  of  the  blast. 


lained.  foi-  I  have  been  taught  hv  my  own  e.xperiments  that  a  cen- 
trifugal fan,  at  a  certain  speed  or  number  of  revolutions,  will  gener- 
ate a  picssure  or  centrifugal  force  due  that  speed,  and  I  also  have 
found  that  the  speed  of  the  outer  circumference  of  the  fan-wheel 
will  be  about  the  speed  or  velocity  at  which  the  air  will  escape  into 
the  atmosphere  through  any  size  discharge  less  in  area  than  one- 
third  the  diameter  of  the  wheel  multiplied  by  the  width  of  the 
wheel  at  its  outer  edge. 

I  have  tried  the  experiment  so  many  times,  I  feel  justified  in 
making  the  assertion  that  the  pressure  obtained  by  a  fan  blower 
will  not  change  practically  whether  the  discharge  pipe  is  entirely 
closed  or  discharging  through  any  size  oijening  within  the  area  of 
the  "capacity  of  the  fan."'  or  one-third   the  diameter  multiplied  by 
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the  face  of  the  -n-heel.  The  volume  discharged  will  vary,  the  power 
required  will  vary,  but  the  pressure  per  square  inch  remains  prac- 
tically constant,  and  for  this  reason  I  fail  to  understand  why  Mr. 
Scheffler  obtained  only  9  ounces  pressure  in  the  small  cupola  with 
small  tuyerage,  and  obtained  10  or  11  ounces  in  the  large  cupola 
with  increased  size  of  tuyeres,  unless  the  charging  of  the  cupolas 
was  different,  having  in  the  first  case  greater  spaces  between  the 
particles  or  pieces  of  coal  than  in  the  last.  I  believe  in  large  tuyerage 
for  cupolas,  as  I  think  the  area  of  the  interstices  between  the  coal 
is  the  real  measure  of  the  tuyerage  and  large  conduits  or  pipes  to 
this  point  desirable  if  made  tight. 

I  am  pleased  to  know  of  this  experiment  of  Mr.  Scheffler,  as  he 
has  demonstrated  that  the  fault  was  not  in  the  fan  but  in  its  appli- 
cation, and  while  I  fail  to  reason  as  he  does  from  his  experiments, 
which  I  do  not  doubt  were  carefully  made,  I  accept  it  as  a  welcome 
addition  to  our  knowledge  in  cupola  practice.  As  a  counterpart  to 
his  experience,  I  will  state  a  case  where  a  plain  round  cupola  44 
inches  inside  diameter,  with  5  tuyeres  each  3X5  inches,  8  inches 
above  the  sand  bottom,  melted  only  7,764  lbs.  of  iron  per  hour,  the 
blower  giving  a  pressure  of  8  ounces  per  square  inch,  and  only  63 
lbs.  of  iron  was  melted  with  1  lb.  of  fuel. 

I  think,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning,  Mr.  Scheffler  found  extraor- 
dinary results  before  he  made  his  change  of  cupolas,  and  I  trust  in 
his  closing  remarks  he  will  be  able  to  give  us  further  particulars  of 
this  interesting  and  useful  experiment. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Wilcox. — I  might  say  in  this  connection  that  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years  in  steel  works,  where  the  cupola  goes  on 
Monday  morning  and  runs  just  as  long  as  the  lining  will  last,  day 
and  night,  the  practice  has  been  constantly  toward  increasing  the 
size  of  the  tuyeres.  The  one  requisite  kept  in  view  is  to  reduce 
the  consumption  of  coke  without  reference  to  blowers  or  any  other 
consideration.  The  amount  of  coke  that  is  used  in  a  well-propor- 
tioned cupola  to-day — I  am  not  speaking  about  foundry  practice 
but  steel  works  practice — is  taken  at  about  eight  and  a  half  to  nine 
tons  of  melted  iron  to  the  ton  of  coke  used.  A  steel  works  man- 
ager watches  that  figure  right  along,  week  in  and  week  out,  but  the 
one  thing  kept  in  view  is  the  amount  of  coke  used.  We  do  not 
care  anything  about  the  pressure,  except  as  it  affects  the  coke  con- 
sumption. The  pressure  will  go  up  and  down,  according  as  tlie 
cupola  is  working. 

Mr.  J.  L.  GoheUle. — Some  of  us  younger  men  find  that  a  cupola 
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is  a  pretty  liii;  tiling  to  tackle.  Because  of  a  fire  in  a  certain  foitn- 
tlry  it  was  fouiKl  necessary  to  cliangc  the  plan  a  little.  There  is  au 
alley  on  the  premises,  and  as  I  wanted  to  put  in  an  overhead 
traveling  crane,  the  cupola  being  on  this  side  of  the  alley  and  the 
hlower  on  the  otlier  side,  I  thought  I  would  put  a  glazed  sewer 
pipe  there  for  -the  blast  instead  of  the  ordinary  metal  pipe,  as  it 
must  go  underground.  If  any  one  has  had  any  experience  under 
sucli  conditions,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  how  they  overcame  the 
difficulty.  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  one  who  has  used 
similar  appliances  for  blast  pipes. 

Prof.  Sweet. — We  have  been  using  sewer  pipe  for  years.  It  is 
made  of  hydraulic  cement.    It  is  16  inches  in  diameter. 

Ulr.  ^Yilcox. — I  would  like  to  ask  the  question  of  any  member 
of  the  Society  if  they  have  any  knowledge  or  have  ever  seen  any 
use  made  of  the  gases  from  the  cupola.  From  the  very  nature  of 
the  melting  there  must  always  be  an  excess  of  carbonic  oxide  pass- 
ing up  above  the  charging  door.  And  it  has  often  occurred  to  me, 
particularly  at  night-time,  seeing  that  great  flame  coming  out  of  the 
top  of  the  stack,  to  ask  why  in  the  world  no  use  is  made  of  it.  T  do  not 
know  of  any  use,  except  seeing  in  some  of  the  earlier  Holley  reports 
where  he  has  a  warm  air  apparatus  up  above  the  charging  door — a 
sort  of  hot  blast  where  he  brings  his  heated  air  down  afterwards 
into  his  tuyeres.  But  with  three  and  four  cupolas  running  steadily 
until  the  lining  goes,  I  do  not  see  why  it  is  impracticable  to  treat  it 
the  same  as  we  do  in  the  blast  furnace — taking  the  carbonic  oxide 
right  from  the  top  of  the  cupola  down  Hunugh  a  flue,  closing 
the  cujjola  entirely  if  necessary  on  lop.  hut  taking  that  waste 
gas  which  is  rich  in  carbonic  oxide — far  richer  than  the  gas  that 
comes  from  the  blast  furnace;  and  with  two  or  three  cupolas  work- 
ing all  the  time  so  that,  when  the  blast  is  of?  one,  the  effect  is  not 
felt,  you  may  always  have  surplus  heat  enough  around  your  cupolas 
to  run  a  respectable  sized  battery  of  boilers.  I  thought  of  trying  it 
sometime  this  summer, — putting  in  a  water-tube  boiler  and  placing 
it  right  up  aliDVc  the  charging  door  i<(  the  ciipdhi  itself,  carrying  the 
gases  u]). 

.Vr.  W.  F.  M/illrs.—l  have  been  familiar  with  the  Holley  reports 
to  which  .Mr.  Wil.ox  refers.  I  recollect  rather  indistinctly  the 
drawings  wliicli  he  presented  of  steel  works  cupolas  in  England, 
showing  a  hot  blast  arrangement  above  the  charging  doors.  As  I 
recollect  it,  however,  be  did  not  consider  the  arrangement  advanta- 
geous, after  considei-able  practical  experience. 
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In  that  comiection  attention  might  be  called  to  the  tendencj-  on 
the  part  of  a  hot  blast  to  produce  an  incomplete  combustion  of  the 
fuel;  in  other  words,  burning  solid  carbon  to  carbonic  oxide  rather 
than  to  cai-bonic  acid,  which  is  not  exactly  the  action  you  want  in 
a  cupola.  It  is  the  action  you  want  in  a  blast  furnace.  Then  again 
a  heated  blast  in  a  cupola  would  entail  the  application  of  jackets, 
etc.,  to  preserve  the  lining.  I  think  the  other  line  which  Mr. 
Wilcox  has  indicated,  that  of  raising  steam  from  the  waste  heat  of 
the  cupola,  offers  more  promise  of  advantage,  and  it  is  one  upon 
which  I  have  had  occasion  to  make  plans  which  have  never  yet 
been  experimented  with.  But  I  hope  that  somebody,  before  I  get 
around  to  that  point  where  I  shall  have  to  experiment  with  it,  will 
report  something  in  that  line. 

Mr.  Wilcox. — That  is  the  only  direction,  to  my  mind,  where  the 
gas  could  be  utilized.  It  has  no  value  as  a  reducing  agent  in  the 
furnace,  and  it  is  of  very  little  value  in  a  hot  blast  stove.  The 
quantity  is  not  sufficient,  and  the  temperature  to  which  your  blast 
would  be  brought  up  would  be  too  insignificant  to  think  of  achiev- 
ing: anv  economies  in  that  direction. 
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THE   BEST  FORM    OF   XOZZLES   AXD   DIVEEGIXG 
TUBES. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

'I'liK  ?ul)jei.-t  of  the  form  of  nozzles  will  be  diseussed  first,  and  it 
will  then  probably  apjjear  that  whatever  theory  should  govern 
their  form  will  apply  equally  as  well  to  diverging  tubes.  The 
purpose  of  all  nozzles  is  to  change  the  velocity  of  a  moving  fluid 
from  a  comparatively  low  one  to  a  higher,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
accelerate  its  velocity.  It  is  the  belief  of  the  writer  that  in  all 
such  changes  of  velocity  the  accelerating  force  should  be  uniform 
througho\it  the  length  of  the  tube.  The  first  application  of  the 
accelerating  force,  as  well  as  its  cessation,  might  be  gradual;  but 
for  the  main  portion  of  the  tube,  should  it  not  be  uniform?  It 
would  seem  to  be  true  that  whatever  fluid  friction  necessarily  occurs 
in  making  changes  of  velocity  would  be  a  minimum  if  the  a])plied 
force  were  uniform. 

In  studying  any  prescribed  form  of  nozzle  we  would  naturally 
turn  to  the  line  of  acceleration  from  which  to  judge  of  its  fitness  or 
merit.  If  we  take  the  ordinary  straight-taper  nozzle,  and  construct 
therefrom  a  line  showing  the  acceleration  at  all  points  of  its  length, 
we  should  be  much  surprised  by  its  extreme  variation.  It  is  well 
known  that  such  nozzles  do  not  give  good  practical  results.  The 
jtream  of  water  is  not  solid  when  it  leaves  the  nozzle,  and  it  is  soon 
liroken  into  a  spray.  Fig.  126  shows  a  straight-taper  nozzle,  line 
1  of  Fig.  129  the  velocity  at  all  points,  and  line  1  of  Fig.  130  the 
iRcelerations.  Here  it  is  clearly  seen  that  at  the  very  instant  of 
leaving  the  nozzle  the  fluid  is  subjected  to  its  greatest  acceleration, 
and  hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  should  be  broken  and  scattered, 
instead  of  moving  like  a  homogeneous  and  solid  body. 

An  improvement  upon  the  straight  taper  form  was  firet  suggested, 
tried  and  adopted  by  Capt.  Eyre  S.  Shaw,  Chief  of  the  London 
Fire  Department,  in  1869.  Capt.  Shaw  proposed  that  the  veloci- 
ties within   the  nozzle  be  increased   in   a   uniform   manner,  that  is. 
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the  velocities  exhibited  in  line  1,  Fig.  139,  instead  of  curving  as 
there  shown,  should  be  a  straight  taper  as  shown  in  line  2.  From 
this  line  of  velocities  the  diameters  of  Fig.  127  are  obtained.     The 


Fig.  12G 


great  practical  superiority  of  this  form  of  nozzle  was  fully  demon- 
strated by  Capt.  Shaw,  and  if  we  construct  the  line  of  acceleration 
shown  in  line  2,  Fig.  130,  from  line  2  in  Fig.  129,  we  shall  not  fail 
to  see  why  better  results  followed. 

If  it  was  a  great  imjDrovement  to  change  the  line  of  acceleration 
from  that  shown  in  line  1  to  line  2.  Fig.  130,  it  would  seem  that 
still  better  results  should   be  obtained  by  making  the  line  uniform 


throughout,  as  shown  in  line  3.  A  gentle  a])pro!icli  and  descent 
might  be  made,  as  sliown  in  the  dotted  lines.  From  line  3,  Fig.  130, 
line  3,  Fig.  129,  is  obtained,  and  from  the  latter  the  diameters  of  the 
nozzle  shown  in  Fig.  128.  It  is  this  form  which  the  writer  would 
recommend  for  all  forms  of  nozzles.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
practical  tests  cannot  be  adduced  to  verify  these  theoretical  deduc- 
tions,  but   intelligent   firemen   have   said   that   Fig.    128   is   a   form 


which  they  believe  would  be  very  efficient.  Should  any  member 
have  an  opportunity  to  test  said  form,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will 
communicate  the  results  to  tliis  Society. 
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For  tlie  purpose  of  illustrating  the  necessary  calculations  in 
the  three  forms  of  nozzles  shown,  a  nozzle  has  been  assumed  10 
inches  in  length,  21/2  inches  in  diameter  at  the  large  end,  and  1  inch 


tig.  129 

VELOCITIES 


at  the  small  end,  and  the  velocity  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the 
nozzle  at  one  foot  per  second.  Figs.  126,  127,  128,  129  and  130  are 
drawn  to  one-quarter  full  size. 

Table  1  gives  the  diameters  at  10  equal  divisions  of  the  length 


Fig.  130 

ACCELERATI 


of  the  tube  for  the  three  forms  shown,  and  graphically  exhibited 
in  Figs.  126,  127  and  128. 

Table  2  gives  the  velocities  at  corresponding  points,  graphically 
exhibited  in  Fig.  129,  lines  1,  2  and  3. 

The  necessary  calculations  for  obtaining  the  velocities  and  diam- 
eters are  too  simple  to  need  explanation.     The  formula  for  obtain- 
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ing  the  ac-celeratiou  necessary  to  effect  the  change  of  velocity  within 
a  given  space  is. 


(A) 


where  i\  is  the  velocity  at  the  beginning,  and  v„  at  the  end  of 
space  s.  From  the  Icnown  values  of  v,  as  given  in  columns  1  and 
2,  Table  II.,  substituted  in  formula  (A),  the  values  of  p  are  found 
as  given  in  columns  1  and  2,  Table  III.'  Column  3  is,  of  course,  a 
constant  upon  the  theory  already  suggested. 

By  jiiojier  substitutions  in  formula  (A)  column  3  in  Table  II. 
is  obtained,  and  from  these  values  the  diameters  are  already  ob- 
tained as  given  in  Table  I. 

Foniiuhi  (A)  can  be  expressed  directly  in  terms  of  d,  for 

V,  :  r.,  : :  (/„-  :  d.-  ;  or,  r."  :  i\-  : :  J„*  :  d^*. 


Taki 


1   making  proper  substitutions,  we  obtain 

1 (B) 


'I, 
'^P'=   d. 


Table  I.— Diameters 


FIG.  129 
Table  II.— Velocit 


FIG.  130 
Table  III.— .iccclerations 


Fig.  126.    Fig.  127.     Fig.  128.       Line  1.        Line  2. 


Line  2.        Line  3 
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2 

3.5 

2 
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2 

0.5 

90 

1 

7.5 

(iO 

1 

45 

30 

15 

00 

2.50 
2.02 
1.756 
1 .  558 
1.420 
1.313 
1 .  237 
1 .  I .-.('. 


2., 50 
1.688 
1.464 
1.332 
1.246 
1.182 
1.1.32 
1  (lOd 


1.00 
1 .  132 
1.292 

1.487 
1.731 
2.041 

2.441 
2  073 


1.00 
1.535 
2  050 


1.00 
2.192 
2.933 


5.25S 
5.608 
5.938 
6.250 

1.43.S 
2.422 

8^36 

1.903 

1. 

0 
1.903 
1.903 
1  903 
1  903 
1  903 


Table  3  gives  the  mean  acceleration  for  each  tenth  division, 
graphically  exhibited  in  Fig.  130,  lines  1,  3  and  3. 

Formula  (B)  may  be  considered  a  fundamental  formula  applica- 
ble to  all  sizes  of  nozzles  constructed  upon  the  theory  that  the 
acceleration  should   lie  uniform   throughout  the  length  of  the  tube. 
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To  find  the  value  of  p  for  aiiv  proposed  nozzle,  the  extreme  diam- 
eters rf,  and  d^  and  length  *•  being  known,  we  need  but  make 
proper  substitutions  in  formula  (B). 

When  p  is  known,  any  intermediate  diameter  (h  at  any  distance 
.<  from  d^  is  of  course  readily  found. 

Let  us  now  pass  to  the  application  of  this  same  theory  to  diverg- 
ing tubes.  Until  the  invention  of  injectors  these  tubes  had  scarcely 
any  practical  usefulness,  but  they  are  now  used  so  extensively 
for  so  great  a  variety  of  purposes  that  a  careful  consideration  of 
this  subject  will  be  of  importance  to  all  having  occasion  to  use 
them. 

It  is  not  known  what  first  suggested  the  use  of  these  diverging 
tubes.  Pearly  experiments,  however,  were  confined  to  small  sizes 
and  low  heads.  There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  reason- 
able explanation  of  their  philosophy.  Bernouille  suggested  that 
the  velocity  of  the  water  at  its  final  discharge  should  be  that  due 
to  the  head.  As  he  gave  no  limitation  to  the  size  of  the  two  ends 
of  the  tubes,  we  can  readily  see  how  quickly  absurd  results  would 
he  found  under  such  a  theory  if  we  assume  extremely  large  or 
small  dimensions.  The  simple  truth  is  now  understood  to  be  that 
if  the  fluid  passing  the  small  end  of  tlie  diverging  tube  with  a  high 
velocity  can  be  changed  to  a  lower  velocity  without  waste  of 
energ}',  it  must  have  an  excess  of  energy  above  that  due  to  its  lower 
velocity,  for  the  residing  energj',  or  vis  viva,  of  a  moving  body  is 
proportional  to  the  square  of  its  velocity;  that  is,  if  its  velocity  be 
reduced  one-half,  it  has  but  one-quarter  the  vis  viva  it  had  at  tlie 
greater  velocity,  and  hence  this  excess  exerts  a  pulling  influence — 
a  negative  pressure,  or  a  suction,  upon  the  particles  behind  it. 
This  action  again  accelerates  the  fluid  in  the  throat  of  the  tube, 
and  only  finds  equilibrium  between  the  friction  head  of  the  water 
(both  surface  and  fluid)  plus  the  head  due  to  its  final  velocity,  and 
a  perfect  vacuum  plus  the  original  head.  In  other  words,  theo- 
retically, that  is,  if  no  fluid  or  surface  friction  existed  and  a  perfect 
shaped  tube  were  used,  a  perfect  vacuum  would  be  obtained  in  the 
throat  of  a  diverging  tube  with  any  appreciable  head  of  water, 
however  small. 

One  of  the  conclusions  reached  by  early  experimenters  was  that 
the  angle  of  divergence  should  be  small,  generally  limiting  it  to 
between  4  and  7  degrees,  but  in  no  case  is  it  found  that  they  mads 
it  dependent  upon  the  size  of  the  tube.  We  can  readily  see  that  a 
small    tube    having    a    divergence    of    5    degrees    would    change    its 
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velocity  at  a  veiy  diti'ereut  rate  from  one  with  the  same  divergence 
and  ten  times  the  diameter.  These  facts  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  straight  taper  tube  of  any  fixed  angle  of  divergence  was  not 
really  a  theoretically  correct  form,  but  rather  that  it  should  be 
constructed  upon  the  theory  already  applied  to  nozzles.  A  care- 
ful analysis  was  therefore  made  of  two  sets  of  experiments  at  com- 
mand, those  of  Mr.  Brownlee  as  given  in  D.  K.  Clark's  Maiiual 
for  Mechanical  Engineers,  page  931,  and  Mr.  James  B.  Francis  as 
given  in  his  Lowell  Ilydraulic  Experiments. 

The  tube  used  by  Mr.  Brownlee  is  reproduced  as  nearly  as 
possible  to  one-half  size  in  Fig.  131,  and  the  one  used  by  Mr.  Fran- 
cis to  one-sixth  full  size  in  Fig.  132.  There  is  also  shown  witliin 
the  same  drawings  a  form  of  tube  such  as  would  be  obtained  by 
formula   (B)   upon  tlie  theory  of  a  uniform  acceleration  for  nozzles. 


For   the    uniform    retardation,    however,   the   formula   might   better 
be  written. 


2ps  =  1  —  rj^^- 


in 


wliere  </,  is  the  diameter  at  the  throat;  the  velocity  at  said  point  is 
taken  at  1  foot  per  second,  and  d„  is  the  diameter  at  any  distance  s 
from  dj. 

Dimensions  of  the  Brownlee  Tube : 

Angle  of  divergence,  7°  5' 

Length,  5.95". 

p  =  .083866  by  formula   (C). 

p  =  .i2  l)y  formula   (P>). 
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Diameter  :it  throat 19S2   inch . 

"   1       inch  from  throat 3214 

"        "  2      inches  from  throat 4446 

"3  "         "  "      5678 


.8142 
.937.1 


Tulx 


la  (B)  or  (C). 

.1982  inch 
.2075  " 
.2196  " 
.2361  " 
.2617  " 
.3127  " 
.9375  " 


Dimensions  of  the  Frauti 

Angle  of  divergence  5°  1'. 

Eadius  uniting  straight  and  tajjer  portion  of  tube  =  22. G9  feet. 

Length,  48  inches. 

p  =  .010324  by  formula  (C). 

p  =  2.69  by  formula  (B). 


Diameter  at  throat . 

"       at  end  B . 

"     C. 

"    D. 

"    E. 


By  Formula  (B)  or  (C). 

.1018  foot  or  1.2216   inch 1.2216   inch 

.1454       "      1.7448     "    1.2967      " 

.2337       "      2.8068     "    1.4496      " 

.3209        "      3.8508     "    1.7163      " 

.4085        "      4.9020      "    4.9020      " 


It  should  be  noticed  that  while  the  angle  of  divergence  in  these 
tubes  did  not  differ  greatly,  their  diameters  differed  as  much  as  6 
to  1,  and  the  retardation  about  8  to  1,  or  nearly  inversely  as  the 
product  of  the  sines  of  the  angles  of  divergence  and  diameters  of  the 
tubes.  This  would  indicate  that  if  a  straight  taper  were  used,  and 
no  other  guidance,  it  should  be  one  whose  angle  of  divergence  de- 
pended upon  the  diameter  of  the  tube. 

Jlr.  Brownlee's  experiments  gave  the  following  data : 


TABLE  4. 


1 

2 

' 

4 

0 

e 

7 

Head  in  Feet 

^t'^LS- 

RadoofCol- 

Throat 

and  Vacuum 

ToUl  Head 

locity 

unm  6  to  4 

.25 

.9. 

.77 

4.01 

7.04 

6.66 

1.66% 

.50 

1.30 

1.80 

5.67 

10.76 

10.23 

1.50 

.75 

2.4 

3.15 

6.95 

14.24 

13.6 

1.96 

1. 

3.5 

4.5 

8.02 

17.02 

16.34 

2.04 

2. 

8.2 

10.2 

11.35 

25.63 

27.74 

2.18 

3. 

14. 

17. 

13.90 

33.09 

31.95 

2.30 

4. 

19.8 

23.8 

16.05 

78.84 

37.90 

2. 36 

26.0 

31. 

17.94 

44.69 

43.45 

2.42 

6. 

31.1 

37.1 

19.66 

48.88 

48.14 

2.45 
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Mr.  Francis's  experiments  with  D  tube  gave  the  following  data: 
TABLE  5. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5                              6 

Head  in  Feet 

Vacuum  at 
Throat 

Sum  of  Head 
and  Vacuum 

Velocity  Due  to 
ea 

Aetna.  Veiocit,!       ^f^ 

.181 
.274 
.440 
.630 
.920 
1.180 
1.36 

.65 
1.02 
1.76 
2.67 
4.28 
5.82 
6.64 

.831 

1.294 
2.20 
3.30 
5.20 
7.00 
8.00 

3.41 

4.17 
5.32 
6.37 
7.70 
8.70 
9.36 

7.30 
9.12 
11.97 
14.65 
18.26 
21.15 
22.71 

2.14 
2.19 
2.25 
2.30 
2.37 

ill 

There  is  so  little  difference  between  the  values  of  columns  5  and 
6,  Table  4,  that  for  the  purpose  of  this  paper  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  velocity  in  the  throat  is  that  due  to  the  sum  of  the  original 
head  plus  the  vacuum,  and  hence  column  2,  Table  5,  is  obtained 
from  column  5.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  Francis  tube  produces 
a  much  greater  vacuum  with  the  same  head  than  the  Brownlee 
tube,  and  this  is  as  it  should  be,  when  we  see  how  much  more 
gentle  tlie  change  of  velocity  is,  and  how  much  nearer  it  conforms 
to  the  theoretical  form  which  I  am  endeavoring  to  establish.  Imper- 
fect as  the  Brownlee  tube  was,  yet  with  only  6  feet  head  it  produced 
a  vacuum  of  31.1  feet.  It  would  have  been  very  instructive  if  Mr. 
Francis  had  extended  his  experiments  to  somewhat  greater  heads, 
and  ascertained  with  what  head  a  perfect  vacuum  could  have  been 
obtained.    Evidmlly  widi  less  than  6  feet. 

The  greater!  iHk  innv  of  the  Brownlee  tube  was  2A5% ;  hence 
the  diameter  coi  rcs|innilitig  to  this  increased  flow,  if  moving  with 
the  velocity  due  to  the  original  or  outside  liead,  would  be  .1982 
X  V2^  =  -312". 

With  the  Francis  tube  this  (li;inicU'r  would  be  1.2316 +V3^ 
=  1.900  inches. 

These  diameters  are  indicated  by  the  letter  '"  ni  '■"  on  the  draw- 
ings, both  for  the  straight-taper  tubes  and  the  proposed  form. 

It  is  noticeable  how  near  to  the  throat  in  straight-taper  tubes 
this  diameter  is  found,  while  in  the  proposed  form  it  is  not  found 
until  near  the  very  end,  thus  tending  to  hold  the  stream  solid  and 
homogeneous. 

That  the  straight-taper  tube  does  not  hold  the  water  solidly  is 
testified  to  by  Mr.  Francis,  page  215 :    "  There  is  reason  to  think 
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tluit  till'  llow  tlii'uiigh  a  ilivtM-giug  tubo  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  a 
condition  of  unstable  equilibrium.  In  Venturi's  experiments,  the 
water  discharging  into  the  air  from  diverging  tubes  was  observed 
to  have  great  irregularity  of  motion,  even  eddies  within  the  tube; 
whence  the  jet  comes  forth  by  leaps,  and  with  irregular  scatterings. 
These  irregularities  are  undoubtedly  due,  in  part  at  least,  to  un- 
stable equilibrium,  and  there  must  be  a  corresponding  irregularity 
in  the  exhausting  power  of  the  diverging  tube,  which  would  be  in- 
dicated, in  our  experiments,  by  oscillations  in  the  elevation  of  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  compartment  E,  which  would  rise  and  fall 
as  the  exhausting  power  of  the  tube  was  less  or  greater." 

It  remains  to  be  proven  by  future  experiments  whether  tlie  ])ro- 
posed  form  is  really  an  improvement  over  the  straight  taper. 

Formula  (C)  can  be  reduced  to  a  still  simpler  form.    The  ratio  of 

-T^  should  really  be  very  small,  so  small  as  to  be  practically  equal 

to  zero:  and  hence  (C)  becomes  2/w=l.  >'  should,  in  fact,  be 
as  long  as  practicable,  but  in  this  equation  it  may  be  taken  at 
unity.  Then  p  becomes  equal  to  .5.  Let  us  also  assume  the  diam- 
eter at  the  throat  of  the  tube  equal  to  unity,  then  formula  (C) 
rf/  ,  ......  .        1 


.ipS  : 


(/, 


becomes  2  X  -5  X  •^'  =  -1 


or, 


=  v/r^ 


(D) 


514  THE    BEST    FOIiM    OF    jXOZZLES    AND   DIVERGING    TUBES. 

Formula  (D)  will  give  the  diameter  d„  at  any  distance  s  from  the 
throat. 

Table  6  gives  these  values  for  the  principal  divisions  of  a  tube, 
and  Fig.  133  shows  graphically  the  curve  which  the  tabular  values 
for  a  diverging  tube  would  impose,  and  we  must  observe  how  far 
this  form  departs  from  the  straight  line  usually  adopted  for  such 
tubes. 


Distance  from  Throat. 

Diameters. 

.00 

1.00 

.10 

1.0267 

.20 

1.0574 

.2.5 

1.0746 

.30 

1.0933 

.40 

1 . 1362 

.50 

1 . 1892 

.60 

1.2574 

.70 

1.3512 

.75 

1.4142 

.80 

1.4954 

.85 

1.6068 

.90 

1.7783 

.95 

2.1147 

.975 

2.5150 

.99 

3.1623 

1.00 

Infinite 

STEAM    KXr.WATOItS 


^TEA2I   EXCAVATORS. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 


The  term  steam  excavator,  steam  navvy,  or  steam  shovel  is  ap- 
plied to  that  division  of  excavating  machinery  in  general  which 
has  for  its  object  the  removal  of  material  in  localities  inacces- 
sible to  water-excavating  machines  or  dredges,  and  therefore  re- 
quiring and  possessing  special  features  which  adapt  it  to  this 
service.  Of  necessity  it  is  portable,  and  possesses  much  lighter 
machinery  than  used  with  dredges,  and  is  adapted  to  work  with 
material  impracticable  to  remove  under  the  surface  of  the 
water. 

The  appliance  here  considered  is  the  portable  land  machine,  or 
steam  excavator,  with  the  machinery  always  mounted  upon  a  base- 
or  car  body,  and  supported  by  wheels  for  propulsion. 

As  to  the  designs  of  construction  of  steam  excavators,  there  are 
as  many  as  the  manufacturers  who  have  them  among  their  special- 
ties. Several  makers  have  old,  well-tried,  and  successful  machines, 
and  each  of  them  has  distinctive  designs  in  many  parts,  which  are 
owned  and  have  been  developed  by  their  makers,  and  which  have 
been  the  result  of  their  experience.  Very  often  these  differences 
of  designs  and  developments  of  different  manufacturers  have 
made  the  production  of  one  maker  preferable  to  all  others  for 
a  class  of  work  or  for  shipment  to  diflereilt  localities.  One 
maker,  for  transportation  either  by  boat  or  railway,  manufactures 
a  machine  easily  taken  apart  and  which  may  be  put  together 
and  perform  its  work  at  some  point  otherwise  inaccessible.  A 
machine  of  this  type,  the  first  offered  for  service,  is  of  American 
design,  and  for  work  in  a  country  difficult  of  access  has  no  com- 
petitor. 

The  steam  e.xcavator  in  the  United  States  is  confined  almost  ex- 
clusively to  railway  use,  either  in  the  construction  of  new  lines  or 
in  the  maintenance  of  way,  and  is  a  distinctive  railway  tool.     For 
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easy  transpoitatioii  on  its  own  wheels  over  any  line,  for  work  on 
its  extensions  or  maintenance,  and  for  work  wherever  a  track  may 
penetrate,  another  design  more  suitable  than  the  first  for  such  ser- 
vice is  manufariinvd  liy  dflici-  iiiakris.  With  this  machine  trans- 
portation to  inai.vs.-ililr  |H.llll^  I-  (lillicult,  and  its  portability  and 
shipment  to  ils  (Irstiinu  imi  aif  ilciicndent  upon  the  existence  of 
railroads.  The  gauge  of  the  wheels  is  standard,  and  the  running 
gearing  supporting  the  machine  is  not  to  be  removed,  nor  the  ma- 
chinery taken  apart  for  transportation.  Primarily  these  are  the 
two  types  of  steam  excavators.  The  operations  of  each,  and  their 
motions  for  removing  earth  are  the  same. 

In  the  construction  of  this  class  of  machinery,  iron  or  steel  is 
generally  used  in  all  principal  parts.  The  body  of  the  car,  upon 
which  is  mounted  the  boiler,  engine,  and  other  machinery,  is  some- 
times constructed  of  wood,  generally  oak,  but  such  construction  in 
this  important  part  cannot  be  recommended  if  long  and  continued 
service  is  to  be  expected  from  it.  It  soon  fails  to  endure  the  work 
required  of  it  in  climates  of  extreme  dryness  or  dampness,  and 
when  thus  subjected,  the  alignment  of  the  machinery,  as  well  as  the 
security  of  its  parts,  is  lost.  In  well-constructed  machines  the  car 
bodies  are  made  up  of  I-beams  or  channels  securely  riveted  and 
bound  together,  supplied  with  wrought-iron  end  sills,  and  with  an 
iron  frame  throughout.  It  is  evident  that  only  to  an  iron  body 
should  the  machinery  be  secured  necessary  to  receive,  as  it  does  in 
some  work,  the  most  severe  shocks  and  strains. 

Upon  the  car  body  is  mounted  the  macMnery  for  hoisting  the 
dipper,  consisting  generally  of  a  small  vertical  or  horizontal  double 
cylinder  engine,  the  boiler  with  its  water  tank,  the  mechanism  for 
slewing  the  crane,  and  the  chain  spools,  clutches,  etc.,  necessary  to 
operate  the  dipper  and  the  crane. 

The  crane  is  usually  of  simple  construction,  of  iron,  or  in  some 
machines  wood,  and 'is  fastened  to  a  mast  or  post  so  as  to  allow  it  to 
swing  on  either  side  of  the  car  at  right  angles  to  it.  The  mast  or 
post  is  firmly  guyed  and  secured  to  the  car  body,  and  the  substan- 
tial security  of  this  post  is  necessary  for  good  work  with  a  machine. 
The  dipper  is  of  different  shapes  and  sizes,  depending  much  upon 
the  material  it  has  to  work  in  and  the  capacity  of  the  machine.  Its 
capacity  is  usually  from  1^  to  2  cubic  yards. 

The  operation  of  excavating  requires  the  dipper  to  be  thrust  into 
the  bank  or  cut,  and  at  the  same  time  the  dipper  is  raised  from  a 
lower  to  a  higher  position.     These  movements  require  on  the  crane 
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an  appliance  to  thrust  the  dipper  into  tlio  l)ank  in  Mtldilioii  to  hoist- 
ing, and  tliore  are  many  methods  of  accomplisliiug  tliis  sucrossf uUy ; 
one,  by  means  of  an  endless  chain  attachment  from  the  engine  on 
the  car  body,  giving  motion  to  a  pinion  through  a  clutch,  and  this 
pinion  to  a  rack  attachment,  and  that  in  turn  to  the  handle  of  the 
dipper;  another  arrangement  used  is  a  pair  of  engines  applied 
directly  to  the  rack  of  the  dipper  handle;  and  yet  another,  of 
using  steam  direct  in  a  cylinder,  the  extension  or  contraction 
of  tile  piston  rod  of  the  cylinder  extending  or  contracting  the 
dipper. 

The  mechanisms  for  slewing  are  often  used  with  a  small  double 
engine  actuating  a  drum,  winding  a  chain  attached  to  a  large 
sheave  on  the  crane  of  the  machine.  This  arrangement  provides 
for  perfect  independence  of  the  motions,  and  the  crane  may  be 
slewed  when  all  other  motions  have  ceased,  which  is  often  a  ne- 
cessity. Such  an  arrangement  was  probably  used  on  the  first  steam 
excavator  built,  and  was  successful  but  for  the  large  number  of 
wearing  parts  and  its  slow  motion.  Steam  cylinders,  with  pistons 
attached  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  large  sheave  of  the  crane,  are 
more  successful,  as  the  loss  by  friction  and  wearing  is  much  less, 
and  the  motion  of  slewing  much  quicker. 

One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  machinery  of  this  class  is  the 
chain  drum  actuating  tlie  dipper,  and  accompanying  clutches  for 
releasing  it  or  putting  it  in  motion.  Since  through  this  drum  and 
its  clutches  the  dipper  is  urged  through  the  material  and  its  con- 
tents hoisted  and  the  dipper  again  released,  its  very  frequent  use, 
together  with  the  shocks  in  hard  digging,  necessitate  the  most  care- 
ful construction  and  design.  There  are  many  forms  of  drums  and 
clutches  in  use,  but  few  withstand  for  any  length  of  time  the 
severe  strains  to  which  they  are  subjected.  Some  are  friction, 
others  positive  clutches.  The  friction  clutch  for  this  use  has  many 
advantages  to  recommend  it;  its  use  gives  less  severe  shocks  to  all 
parts  of  the  crane  and  car,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  may  be 
thrown  in  or  out  of  clutch  is  most  advantageous.  But  experience 
lias  shown  that  in  this  class  of  work  and  for  this  use  the  perfect 
friction  clutch  is  yet  to  be  found.  They  are  found  to  wear  rapidly, 
requiring  constant  attention  and  repair,  and  the  expense  attending 
them  is  sometimes  excessive.  The  positive  clutch  was  probably 
the  first  in  use,  and  is  still  thought  by  many  to  be  the  most  elTect- 
ive  for  its  purpose,  and  to  require  the  least  amount  of  repair  and 
expense. 
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The  question  of  chains  for  use  in  dredge  or  excavator  work  is 
also  a  most  important  one.  Obviously  it  is  desirable  to  use  for  this 
work  chains  of  as  small  diameter  as  possible,  and  with  the  intro- 
duction and  manufacture  of  steel  chains,  with  their  great  working 
strength,  their  use  became  extensive.  Experience  has  shown  from 
trials  of  American  steel  chains  that  they  are  not  adapted  for  the 
service.  In  general,  the  steel  used  for  chain  work  possesses  a  low 
tensile  strength,  generally  not  exceeding  55,000,  a  necessity  for  the 
perfect  and  easy  welding  of  the  links.  With  this  low  grade  of 
steel  it  is  found  to  wear  excessively,  the  most  carefully  made  and 
tested  steel  chains  enduring  service  but  for  a  comparatively  short 
time,  and  while  their  adaptability  and  use  for  other  purposes  is  un- 
questioned, they  are  found  to  endure  service  a  shorter  time  than 
iron  chains  of  similar  length.  Steel  chains  of  sufficient  strength 
and  extreme  hardness  have  been  used,  but  with  their  use,  with  the 
severe  shocks  to  which  they  are  subjected,  they  soon  acquire  great 
brittleness  and  require  frequent  annealing.  This  defect  may  be 
explained  by  the  fact  that  the  chain  is  frequently  strained  beyond 
its  elastic  limit.  With  the  chains  at  present  available,  the  tested 
refined  iron  crane  chain  of  sufficient  strength  is  much  cheaper  and 
more  durable.  Their  action  in  this  service  is  peculiar,  requiring 
for  the  most  severe  work  a  chain  whose  working  strength  is  double 
that  which  is  ordinarily  brought  upon  it,  and  the  larger  the  diam- 
ter  of  the  iron,  with  the  increased  wearing  surface  of  the  link,  tlie 
more  durable. 

The  cranes,  receiving  the  shocks  and  strains  incident  to  dig- 
ging, were  in  the  earlier  machines  constructed  of  wood.  They 
have  not  the  durability,  are  more  cumbersome,  and  with  modern 
designs  are  not  used,  but  a  secure  and  firmly  braced  and  tied 
framework  of  channel  and  tee  iron  receives,  and  transmits  tlie 
strains. 

The  design  of  the  dipper  is  also  of  importance,  its  shape,  size  and 
strength  depending  upon  the  material  in  which  it  is  to  be  worked. 
A  dipper  suitable  for  clay  with  its  tenacity  is  totally  unlit  for  use 
in  hard  or  cemented  digging.  Its  shape  for  soft  and  tenacious  ma- 
terial necessitates  the  mouth  or  opening  to  be  of  smaller  size  than 
the  drop  or  bottom,  preventing  in  a  measure  the  adhesion  of  the  ma- 
terial to  its  sides.  For  hard  digging  in  cemented  gravel  or  boulders, 
no  such  provision  is  necessary,  and  the  strength  of  the  dipper  itself, 
together  with  the  teeth  then  used  for  breaking  or  cutting  the  ma- 
terial, is  of  first  importance.     But  even  with  the  best  of  construe- 
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tion.  their  severe  use  would  prevent  any  extended  life,  and  repairs 
are  freriuently  necessary. 

With  all  the  machiuery  necessary  for  the  operation  of  a  steam  ex- 
cavator, the  quantity  of  steam  used  is  considerable,  and  therefore 
the  design  of  a  boiler  suitable  for  this  service  has  been  a  work  of 
importance  to  manufacturers.  For  an  effective  and  compact  port- 
able boiler,  the  locomotive  design,  w'ith  its  horizontal  flues  and 
internal  fire  box,  is  not  excelled,  but  such  a  design,  of  suitable 
>team-generating  capacit}',  occupies  too  large  a  floor  space  on  the 
car,  and  prevents  any  compact  and  convenient  arrangement  of 
the  machinery.  In  general  it  may  be  said  that  with  portable  ex- 
cavating machinery  the  upright  boiler  is  iised.  This  type  of 
I. oiler  has  but  few  recommendations  for  use.  It  is  far  from  eco- 
nomical in  its  working,  and  it  is  difficult  to  construct  so  as  always  to 
be  tight. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  question  is  never  raised  as  to  how  economi- 
cal in  fuel  are  the  boilers  for  these  machines.  There  is  no  opportu- 
nity, working  where  they  do,  and  under  very  unfavorable  conditions, 
to  develop  tlie  problem  of  saving  in  oil,  waste,  or  supplies,  where  the 
order  from  headquarters  is  to  work  the  machine  constantly  and  keep 
no  trains  waiting.  The  boiler  is  used  to  the  limit  of  its  capacity, 
fuel  is  consumed  with  a  forced  draft,  and  with  no  storage  for  steam ; 
as  much  fuel  is  used  in  one  day  as  would  in  the  same  period  with 
careful  working,  operate  a  boiler  with  proper  settings  of  three  times 
the  capacity. 

In  the  economical  working  of  fuel  and  under  unfavorable  condi- 
tions, with  forced  draft,  etc.,  for  portable  boilers,  the  locomotive 
type  is  ahead  of  the  vertical  design.  Experiments  under  different 
conditions  and  circumstances  with  the  vertical  type  show  that,  with 
care  as  good  as  may  be  expected,  a  safe  asstimption  for  boilers  of 
this  class  is  that  the  amount  of  water  evaporated  per  pound  of 
coal  is  about  eight,  and  the  amount  of  bituminous  coal  consumed 
per  hour,  per  square  foot  of  grate  area,  with  forced  draft  is  about 
sixty,  or  in  other  words  the  average  evaporative  effect  of  a  square 
foot  of  heating  surface  is  about  eighteen  pounds  of  water  per  hour. 

These  results,  however,  compare  very  favorably  with  some  from 
locomotive  practice,  and  to  accomplish  them  requires  a  boiler  built 
in  a  most  thorough  manner  and  with  several  peculiarities  in  its  con- 
struction. For  the  essential  of  safety,  these  boilers  should  never 
be  made  of  other  than  the  best  flange  steel  or  iron,  and  accidents 
have  often  occurred  through  the  use  of  the  cheaper  and  more  de- 
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fective  material.  We  are  warranted  in  saying  that  only  with  the 
grossest  negligence  can  accidents  occur  with  the  use  of  flange  or 
fire-box  steel,  and  such  treatment  these  boilers  may  often  receive. 
In  consequence  of  the  necessary  hard  work  to  be  done,  the  ordinary 
types  as  generally  used  endure  the  service  but  a  short  period.  With 
strong  firing  the  upper  portion  of  the  vertical  flues,  left  unprotected 
by  water,  soon  becomes  injured,  and  then  the  connections  with  the 
upper  head  will  leak.  To  remedy  this,  all  boilers  of  the  vertical 
type  should  have  submerged  flues,  with  the  accompanying  smoke 
chamber,  thus  shortening  the  flues  and  carrying  them  below  the 
water  level.  With  this  necessary  provision,  and  the  flues  jointed  to 
the  heads  with  copper  ferrules,  these  boilers  may  be  said  to  be  gen- 
erally successful  for  this  service. 

The  peculiarities  of  design  developed  from  experience  and  long 
trial  in  the  use  of  steam  excavating  machinery,  have  made  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  older  manufacturers  preferred  and  more  extensively 
used  than  machines  of  more  recent  date.  They  are  successful  from 
practical  test  and  development  in  many  kinds  of  work,  and  the 
theoretically  correct  steam  shovel  is  more  likely  to  be  useless  than 
most  other  forms  of  machinery.  The  details  as  given  have  been 
confined  to  no  particular  machine,  but  apply  to  portable  steam  ex- 
cavating machinery  in  general.  To  be  more  specific,  it  is  the  pur- 
pose to  discuss  the  production  of  a  successful  maker  who  has  had 
many  years  of  experience,  and  whose  design  is  eminently  success- 
ful, being  in  constant  use  on  the  largest  and  best  railroads  in  the 
country. 

This  excavator,  shown  in  Fig.  135,  performs  all  its  motions  by 
steam  direct  without  intermediate  gearing,  except  that  for  hoisting 
the  dipper  and  propelling  itself. 

In  the  crane  is  mounted  a  cylinder  directly  connected  with  the 
dipper  through  its  piston  rod  and  the  dipper  handle,  which  takes 
steam  on  either  side  of  a  piston  through  a  trunnion  bearing.  The 
dipper  can  thus  be  thrust  in  or  out  at  the  will  of  the  attendant  in 
charge. 

The  operation  of  digging  is  a  comljination  of  a  thrust  to  the  dip- 
per by  the  piston  rod  of  the  steam  cylinder,  and  the  raising  of  tlie 
dipper  by  the  hoisting  engine.  While  the  attendant,  operating  the 
swinging  and  engine  levers,  regulates  the  angle  and  height  of  the 
dipper,  the  dipper  cylinder  varies  the  radius,  and  places  the  mouth 
at  a  proper  angle  in  the  cutting,  thrusting  the  dipper  into  it  while 
the  engine  is  running. 
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The  crane  slews  through  an  angle  of  200  degrees,  and  this  move- 
ment is  effected  through  two  wire  ropes,  one  on  either  side, 
attached  to  the  crane  sheave,  which  revolves  about  the  crane  post. 
These  wire  ropes  are  also  directly  connected  with  the  piston  rods 
of  two  steam  cylinders  in  the  top  of  the  car.  Steam  is  given  to 
the  front  of  the  right-hand  piston  if  slewing  to  the  right  is  to  be 
accomplished ;  to  the  left-hand,  if  slewing  is  to  the  left.  The 
exhausts  from  these  cylinders  are  so  arranged,  for  economy  in 
steam  that  the  exliaustion  of  one  cylinder  is  partially  the  supply 
of  the  other.  To  render  the  motion  iiniform,  the  backs  of  these 
pistons  are  connected  by  a  wire  calile,  wliich  always  keeps  the 
sheave  ropes  taut. 

Provision  is  made  through  a  pinion  on  the  engine  shaft  and  a 
gear  working  into  it  under  the  car,  for  self-propulsion.  This  en- 
ables the  excavator  to  make  its  way  through  a  ciitting  without  the 
assistance  of  a  locomotive. 

The  stability  of  the  excavator  in  operation  is  increased  by  an  iron 
transom  beam  provided  with  screw  jacks,  which  le\els  the  car  and 
renders  its  working  easier. 

Safety  attachments,  allowing  tlie  crane  to  be  slewed  and  the  dip- 
per to  be  raised  but  to  fixed  points,  and  an  automatic  attachment 
for  unclutching  after  the  material  is  delivered  in  the  car,  greatly 
assist  the  operator,  and  are  essential  for  the  preservation  of  every 
machine  of  this  class. 

Many  of  the  mechanisms  for  the  performance  of  the  different 
functions  of  this  steam  excavator  belong  to  the  manufacturers  of 
this  machine,  and  it  has  been  developed  by  a  series  of  trials  and 
tests  extending  over  a  period  of  nearly  twelve  years.  Several 
features  are  novel  and  interesting.  The  idea  of  slewing  the  crane 
and  dipper  by  steam  applied  directly  to  a  piston  actuating  the 
sheave  attachment  to  the  crane,  was  conceived,  perfected,  and  the 
motion  controlled,  only  through  many  trials  and  tests,  and  the 
excessive  wear  of  gearing  and  chains,  together  with  a  slow  and 
unreliable  slewing  motion,  led  first  to  a  necessary  change  in  the 
mechanism,  and  the  development  of  the  steam  slewing.  As 
before  stated,  chains  or  cables  attached  to  the  drum  and  actuated 
by  clutches  are  successful  in  many  cases  where  properly  de- 
signed. 

The  arrangement  for  thrusting  the  dipper  out  of  or  into  the  cut- 
ting is  simple  and  effective.  Fig.  136  represents  the  dipper  cylinder 
with  its  ])isfon  and  piston  rod,  the  rod  of  which  is  attached  to  the 
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tlij^jjer  handle,  which  in  turn  is  bolted 
to  the  side  arms  of  the  dipper,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  1.35.  The  control  of 
the  motions  of  the  dipper  is  through 
tlie  dipper  cylinder  valve,  as  shown 
in  Fig.  137.  Steam  is  admitted 
through  the  trunnion  bearing  on  one 
side,  and  the  exhaust  takes  place 
from  the  other.  The  steam  ports  are 
arranged  very  similar  to  those  of  an 
engine  cj'linder  with  a  sliding  valve, 
except  that  the  valves  are  arranged 
about  the  centre,  and  a  movement  of 
the  hand  wheel  in  any  direction  opens 
tlie  valve  and  admits  steam  to  either 
side  of  the  piston,  while  the  opposite 
port  is  open  to  the  exhaust.  Such  an 
arrangement  gives  a  strong  and  steady 
motion  to  the  dipper,  is  very  quick 
and  easily  controlled,  and  is  a  very 
simple  and  effective  appliance.  In 
these  parts,  as  before  stated,  gearing, 
ehainwork,  or  engine  power  direct 
are  successfully  used  and  do  excellent 
service,  hut  the  simplicity  of  a  device 
for  the  attainment  of  a  motion  is  of 
greatest  importance,  operated  as  it 
is  by  all  grades  of  engineers  and 
under  unfavorable  conditions. 

The  hoisting  engine,  consisting  of 
a  small  engine  with  double  cylinders, 
geared  from  the  engine  shaft  to  a 
spool  shaft  on  which  is  placed  the 
chain  drum  for  hoisting  the  dipper 
and  the  clutch  actuating  it,  deserves 
mention.  The  engine  has  two  cylin- 
ders, 8"  X  10",  is  supplied  with  a 
link  motion  for  use  in  the  self-propul- 
sion of  the  car,  and  is  made  to  operate 
at  a  speed  of  350  revolutions  per 
minute. 
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The  clutch  is  a  positive  one ;  aud  wlien  it  is  remembered  that  it 
is  put  in  and  out  of  gear  in  nianj'  hundred  operations  each  day,  its 
construction  is  important.  Fig.  138  represents  tl^e  drum  and  clutch. 
The  clutch  is  loose  on  the  shaft  and  has  a  heavy  side  disk  or  plate 
into  which  are  fitted  about  the  centre  several  hard  steel  pockets 
which  receive  the  clutch  pins.  These  steel  clutch  pins  pass  through 
the  enlarged  hub  of  the  large  gear  wheel  actuated  by  the  engine 
pinion.  This  gear  is  keyed  to  the  shaft  and  upon  the  pins  being 
thrust  through  the  hub  clutch  into  the  steel  pockets  of  the  drum 
disk.  The  shaft  is  hollow  and  receives  a  pin  which  operates  a 
loose  disk  to  which  the  steel  pins  are  fastened,  and  with  the  con- 
nection of  the  shaft  pin  the  operator  may  easily  raise  the  dipper, 
or  by  disengaging  the  clutch  lower  it;  a  too  rapid  downward  mo- 
tion being  controlled  by  a  friction  stop  brake,  operated  by  the  foot 
of  the  attendant.  The  rapidity  with  which  an  operator  may  clutch 
the  chain  drum,  raise  the  dipper,  while  the  operator  of  the  crane 
cylinder  is  thrusting  the  dipper  into  the  bank,  slew  the  crane  and 
dump  the  material  is  dependent  to  great  extent  upon  the  experi- 
ence of  the  operator,  with  a  good  operator  the  average  number 
of  dumps  being  about  one  a  minute. 

The  best  form  of  upright  boiler  for  this  service  is  illustrated  by 
Fig.  134.     It  conforms  in  general  to  the  description  already  given. 

As  to  the  construction  of  the  car  body  and  crane,  channel  iron 
and  I  beams  form  their  frames,  while  the  framework  supporting 
the  slewing  mechanism  and  crane  post  is  of  wrought  iron,  as  shown 
in  Fig.  135. 

A  steam  excavator  is  portable  in  the  sense  that  it  may  be  trans- 
ferred for  work  at  different  points  along  a  line  of  railwaj%  without 
the  necessity  of  taking  the  machine  apart  or  altering  its  wheel 
gauge,  so  that  it  may  be  placed  in  an  ordinary  freight  train  with 
its  tool  car  and  tender,  and  be  transferred  quickly  and  safely.  The 
running  gearing  and  trucks  supporting  the  car  are  of  importance. 
To  support  the  more  than  ordinary  weight,  the  wheels,  axles,  and 
truck  frames  are  stronger  and  heavier  than  those  used  with  ordi- 
nary freight  cars. 

With  the  self-propelling  feature  of  the  machine,  the  front  wheels 
and  boxes  operate  in  cast-iron  pedestals  or  jaws  bolted  to  the  car, 
this  rigid  arrangement  being  necessitated  for  keeping  the  propelling 
mechanism  in  alignment. 

Other  additions,  including  jark  arms  for  adding  stability  to  the 
car  body,  a  liirbt  nud  fnnlnblr  ir:i(k  on  which  the  shovel  is  to  move 
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up  to  its  work,  ami  other  appliances  of  minor  importanct 
tlie  ef|uipineiit  of  the  modern  steam  excavator. 
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As  before  stated,  tlio  uses  and  imjiortaiU'C  of  portable  steam  ex- 
cavators are  ^principally  in  connection  with  railroad  work.  It  may 
be  safely  said  that  no  well-equipped  railroad  is  without  one,  and 
many  extensive  lines  have  several  of  them,  which  are  placed  in  ser- 
vice at  different  times  and  places.  Where  work  is  to  be  done  to 
which  they  are  adapted,  and  in  volume  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
use  of  a  machine,  the  excavator  is  rarely  dispensed  with.  The 
amount  of  material  removed,  otherwise  accomplished  by  large 
crews  of  laborers,  is  enormous,  and  the  time  in  which  it  is  accom- 
plished is  short.  It  may  be  said  that  very  few  miles  of  railway 
are  built  without  its  use,  and  yet  before  it  may  be  used  to  advan- 
tage the  way  must  be  built  and  tracks  laid  to  permit  the  passage  of 
the  machine,  and  for  the  delivery  of  the  loaded  cars.  Their  first 
uses,  then,  in  new  work,  are  for  lowering  a  grade,  widening  a  cut, 
or  furnishing  ballast  or  filling,  and  the  railroad  excavator  is  rarely 
used,  and  is  nearly  useless  in  the  construction  of  the  first  roadbed, 
or  in  the  penetration  of  obstructions.  For  tlie  first  passage  of 
trains  a  temporary  roadbed  having  been  built  and  connection  es- 
tablished, the  excavator  is  then  used  to  greatest  advantage.  It 
may  be  placed  in  position  for  widening  a  cutting  or  lowering  a 
grade,  and  with  connection  and  transportation  established,  witii 
successful  operation,  the  amount  of  material  moved  and  transferred 
is  generally  abott  all  that  can  be  taken  care  of. 

In  operation  on  an  established  line  of  road,  the  metliod  of  man- 
agement, and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  useful  are  different.  Or- 
dinarily its  services  are  required  much  of  the  time  either  for  fur- 
nishing material  for  ballast  or  for  widening  cuts.  It  is  necessary 
on  every  line  with  gravel  roadbed  to  renew  or  repair  the  track 
foundations  which  severe  rains  have  washed  away,  or  which  heavy 
traffic  has  affected.  It  is  the  practice  of  many  railroads  to  use 
steam  excavators  for  this  purpose  alone,  operating  them  for  one  sec- 
tion, and  when  thpir  work  is  there  finished,  transferring  them  to 
another.  The  approaches  to  bridges,  the  filling  in  of  permanent 
way  of  wooden  trestlework,  arc  important  uses  and  necessities  for 
old  and  new  railroads. 

In  addition  to  the  excavator  itself  there  are  ordinarily  required 
one  or  more  locomotives  for  transferring  cars,  from  seventy-five  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  gravel  cars  properly  fitted  for  the  operation 
of  the  gravel  plow,  and  the  gravel  plow  or  balhist:  unloader  with  its 
cable  and  connections. 

For   the   o])pratinn   of   tlie   niiirbinc   ;iii    cTminccr.    fnrnian,   cranes- 
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man  and  several  laborers  for  work  in  the  pit 
preparing  a  way  for  the  machine  are  required. 
The  train  crew  consists  of  tlie  ordinary  work- 
ing crew,  together  with  other  men  for  the 
direction  of  operations. 

Fig.  140  represents  the  plan  of  a  shovel's 
work  in  a  cutting.  As  stated,'  the  main  line 
is  open,  at  least  for  a  distance  allowing  the 
length  of  the  gravel  train  beyond  the  position 
of  the  excavator.  If  traffic  is  upon  the  line, 
there  is  usually  a  side  track  of  sufficient 
length  to  allow  the  gravel  train  to  remain 
upon  it,  preventing  the  interruption  of  traffic. 
In  loading  these  cars,  operations  are  com- 
menced either  from  the  rear  or  forward  end 
of  the  train,  and  as  each  car  is  loaded  the 
succeeding  one  is  hauled  into  position  to  re- 
ceive material.  After  the  completion  of  the 
train  load  the  train  awaits  orders,  or  is  trans- 
ferred immediately  to  the  point  of  dumping, 
and  it  is  there  that  the  gravel  plow  or  un- 
loader  is  of  use. 

Fig.  139  illustrates  such  an  unloader  very 
often  used.  The  gravel  cars  for  use  with 
this  appliance  must  be  fitted  with  a  centre- 
board or  wooden  strip  placed  on  each  car  as 
shown,  and  running  the  entire  length  of  the 
train.  To  the  plow  is  attached  a  wire  cable 
running  the  entire  length  of  the  train,  and 
with  this  cable  attached  to  the  draw-head  of 
the  locomotive,  beginning  with  the  farthest 
oar,  the  material  may  be  thrown  from  either 
side  of  the  train.  It  accomplishes  its  work 
rapidly,  and  a  train  length  may  be  unloaded 
at  the  rate  of  about  two  feet  per  second.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  having  a  cast-iron  or 
steel  headpiece  to  which  are  riveted  wrought- 
iron  side  pieces,  so  curved  and  formed  that 
they  may  work  under  the  material  and  push 
it  aside,  while  the  weight  of  the  material  itself 
keeps  the  plow  on  the  track,  and  prevents  it 
from  riding  on  tiie  material. 
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Several  other  designs  are  in  use  differing  in  the  details  of  con- 
struction, but  accomplishing  practically  the  same  work. 

The  excavator  is  sometimes  worked  in  material  requiring  the 
aid  of  blasting  to  loosen  it  preparatory  to  the  work  of  the  machine. 
When  so  working,  the  greatest  skill  of  the  attendants  is  necessary, 
for  if  this  is  not  exercised,  and  the  machine  used  as  for  ordinary 
work,  it  is  likely  to  be  subjected  to  strains  which  it  cannot  endure. 
However,  with  care  the  machine  may  endure  indefinitely  the  most 
severe  work  in  rock  digging,  and  its  use  for  the  removal  of  such 
material  has  been  found  very  economical. 

In  the  hardest  kinds  of  clay,  in  cemented  gravel  or  hard  pan, 
in  oidinary  gravel  or  sand,  the  shovel  performs  its  functions  most 
satisfactorily,  and  for  this  service  is  ordinarily  used.     The  machine 


Fig.  1.39. 

\ery  often  works  in  material  interspersed  with  large  boulders  and 
strata  of  concrete  gravel  or  tenacious  clay,  and  so  hard  as  to  leave 
a  vertical  trace  of  the  teeth  of  the  dipper  in  the  bank. 

As  to  cost  of  removal  of  earth  by  these  machines,  no  definite 
statement  can  be  made  in  general  to  apply  to  all  varieties  of  work. 
There  are  many  limiting  circumstances  affecting  the  cost  of  any 
particular  piece  of  work,  but  a  few  statements  as  to  wliat  has  been 
done  with  some  of  these  machines  may  be  made,  and  in  material 
ordinarily  met  with. 

Aside  from  local  circumstances  of  hardness  of  the  material,  and 
the  skillful  and  successful  operation  of  the  machine  itself,  one 
most  important  feature  affecting  the  cost  and  volume  of  a  day's 
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output  is  the  constaut  operation  of  the  niai'liinc.  Wliile  working 
in  the  same  material  obviously  a  machine  may  make  very  different 
reports,  when  it  is  kept  eonstantly  at  work,  or  wlaen  it  is  delayed 
hy  a  wani  <>(  piopiT  ei|iii|iiiiciit  in  tlu'  miiiiln'r  n!'  tars,  or  in  un- 
warrantal)le  delay  waitiii-  ror  Iho  li-lit  of  way  for  the  gravel 
trains.  Any  surh  delays  atl'ect  very  seriously  the  residt  of  a 
season's  work  foi-  a  machine,  and  it  may  appear  to  have  done  hadly 
when  in  reality  it  lins  done  all  that  could  be  expected. 

In  the  opciatiiin  and  management  of  a  railway,  the  u'ravel  train 
is  iicrepted  as  an  outcast,  and  the  right  of  way  for  tiansjioi'tation 
from  a  gravel  pit  to  its  destination  along  the  line  is  given  only 
when  all  other  trains  nave  had  their  way ;  and,  as  a  result,  by  the 
detention  of  the  train  the  operation  of  the  shovel  is  often  stopped 
and  its  results  severely  affected.  These  detentions  aie  most  com- 
mon occurrences,  and  it  may  be  said  that  only  in  e.xceptional  cases 
arr  excaxators  kept  constantly  at  their  work,  and  when  from  fort- 
unaif  ciiTiMnstances  or  b^  good  management  they  are  kept  in  con- 
stant operation,  their  results  as  to  volume  of  material  removed 
and  cost  per  cubic  foot  is  reduced  often  one  hundred  per  cent. 
As  a  conse(juence,  there  are  very  few  reports  furnished  by  con- 
tractors or  operators,  without  some  limiting  conditions  affecting 
materially  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the  material.  The  reports 
now  in  possession  of  the  writer  from  excavators  which  have  been 
in  service  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States  may  give  an  idea  of 
the  cost  of  excavation  with  good  management  and  fairly  satisfac- 
tory conditions.  From  a  report  of  the  General  Roadmaster  of  the 
Xew  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  Co.,  of  work  done 
by  two  shovels  on  the  Eastern  and  Western  Divisions,  we  find  the 
largest  day's  work  for  one  shovel  at  Yost's  pit  was  174  ears,  the 
average  for  the  month  of  August  being  12]  cars  per  day,  and  for 
July  116  cars  per  day.  We  could  liave  made  a  larger  average  than 
this  with  twenty  more  cars.  The  trains  making  long  runs  could 
not  keep  cars  in  the  pit. 

The  largest  day's  w(nk  at  Bergen  pit  with  one  machine  was 
loO  car  loads,  the  June  average  being  117  cars,  and  the  July  116 
cars  per  day,  and  for  two  weeks  in  August  131  cars  per  day.  At 
this  pit  they  came  in  ccntact  with  cement,  hard  pan,  and  very 
coarse  material. 

At  Yost's  pit  they  have  loaded  10,511  cars  in  four  months  up  to 
August  1.  I  have  figured  these  at  9  yards  per  car,  which  is  low, 
making    !il,590    vards.      The    cost    of    delivering   on    road    bed   was 
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$5,161.35  or  about  5I/2  cents  per  yard.  The  average  cost  for  hand- 
ling by  men  loading  and  unloading  is  14  cents  per  yard. 

From  the  report  of  a  machine  working  in  New  Mexico  on  the 
line  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe,  we  find  from-  the  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  that  "  the  material  which  we  could 
handle  with  the  least  trouble,  and  the  cheapest,  is  of  no  use  for  the 
purpose  needed.  Our  work  has  been  almost  wholly  in  cemented 
gravel.  In  this  material,  however,  we  find  no  difficulty  under 
favorable  circumstances  in  loading  75  to  100  cars  per  day,  at  a  cost 
not  to  exceed  10  cents  per  cubic  yard." 

The  engineer  of  the  Cleveland,  Mt.  Vernon  and  Delaware  Eail- 
road  gives  some  statements  as  to  the  cost  and  amount  of  some  ex- 
cavating work  done  under  his  direction.  Shovel  worked  about 
51/^  months  in  stiff  clay. 


In  March  loi 

aded  11.54 

cars;  wo 

rked  24  day; 

"    Julv 

955 

"       24  "  " 

"    Aug. 

"       1157 

" 

"       22      " 

"    Sept. 

1556 

"       23      " 

"    Oct. 

"       1552 

"       23      " 

"    Nov. 

539 

"       12      " 

A  total  of  6,915  cars,  41,490  yards. 

Greatest  number  of  cars  loaded  in  a  single  day,  97. 

Shovel  supposed  to  work  10  liours  a  day,  but  did  not  average 
more  than  6I/2  hours  on  account  of  waiting  on  cars. 

Car  loads  average  6  cubic  yards  per  car. 

Average  cost  of  loading  is  3  cents  per  cubic  yard,  including  ex- 
pense of  all  men  around,  shovel  and  oil,  waste,  etc. 

Loaded,  hauled  material,  and  unloaded  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles 
from  pit  or  shovel,  at  ten  cents  per  mile,  including  all  costs,  shovel, 
use  of  cars,  engines  and  crews.  A  twenty-mile  haul  on  this  road 
■costs  15  cents  per  yard,  and  a  thirty-mile  haul  about  20  cents  per 
yard,  while  I  have  known  some  roads  on  which  a  thirty-mile  haul 
costs  over  75  cents  per  yard,  depending  on  frequency  of  trains  run- 
ning on  road. 

The  reports  show  how  variable  is  the  cost  of  excavating,  de- 
pending as  it  does  upon  delays  unavoidable  on  every  line  of  rail- 
way, upon  the  weather,  character  of  the  material,  length  of  haul, 
and  many  other  conditions.  When  conditions  are  favorable  as  to 
material,  prompt  and  short  hauling,  with  no  delays,  the  results 
show  a  very  large  increase  in  the  output,  and  often  a  decrease  in 
•cost.     The  following  report  from  the   Superintendent  of  the  Sioux 
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€ih-  and  Pacific  Railway  gives  the  operations  of  a  shovel  for  nine 
months  working  in  a  yellow  clay  bank  from  30  to  40  feet  in  length, 
and  with  a  one-mile  haul : 

The  total  number  of  cars  loaded  was  31,430  in  209  days,  giving 
an  average  of  150%  cars  per  day.  The  greatest  number  of  cars 
loaded  in  one  day  was  275,  with  an  average  of  6  cubic  yards  per  car. 
The  average  cost  of  loading 'per  cubic  yard  is  614  cents,  including 
expense  of  all  men  about  shovel,  and  shifting  of  shovel  track. 
Average  cost  of  unloading  with  one-mile  haul,  7.8  cents,  including 
\Miges  of  all  men  with  trains  and  engines,  use  of  cars  and  locomo- 
tives, with  all  supplies  and  repairs  of  same,  making  a  total  cost  of 
14.3  cents  per  cubic  yard,  or  85.8  cents  per  car  delivered  on  track. 

A  report  showing  the  largest  amount  of  work,  with  the  most 
complete  detail  as  to  the  expense  of  operation,  is  furnished  by  the 
resident  engineer  of  the  Missouri  A'alley  and  Blair  Eailway  and 
Bridge  Co.,  contractors  for  the  Chicago  and  Xorthwestern  bridge 
across  the  Missouri  River  at  Missouri  Valley,  the  material  ex- 
cavated being  used  in  the  approaches  to  the  bridge. 

The  work,  a  report  of  wluch  is  herewith  given,  was  done  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  with  but  few  delays,  and  with 
but  one  locomotive,  as  the  cars  ran  down  the  hill  themselves  while 
being  loaded,  the  locomotive  being  employed  to  haul  the  empty 
cars  back;  the  haul  was  short,  and  a  round  trip  was  made  in  thirty 
minutes. 

The  report  shows  that  during  the  work  of  six  months  the  average 
number  of  cars  loaded  per  day  was  205,  including  delays  and  mov- 
ings,  and  that  the  average  cost  per  cubic  yard  was  7  cents,  which,  as 
shomi,  included  labor  of  loading,  moving  shovel  about  once  a 
month,  moving  track  to  suit,  dynamite  for  caving  bank,  repairs  of 
shovel,  fuel,  oil,  waste,  wages  of  watchman,  rent  of  cars  and  loco- 
motives, labor  of  engineers,  firemen  and  wipers,  labor  conductors 
and  brakemen,  and  in  fact  absolutely  everything  connected  in  any 
way  with  filling  the  embankment. 

Such  results  are  very  satisfactory  and  are  seldom  equaled,  and 
would  not  be  accomplished  were  the  road  open  to  other  traffic  or 
with  long  hauls. 

For  work  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the  roadbed, 
the  excavator  is  growing  yearly  in  favor.  From  their  increased 
manufacture  there  comes  a  development  in  its  capabilities  which 
renders  its  use  almost  indispensable  in  the  maintenance  of  way,  and 
at  the  same  time,  with  this  competition  there  is  a  reduction  in  the 
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cost  of  the  niachinos,  wliiili  places  them  in  the  market  at  a  very 
low  figure. 

Their  use  obviates  the  necessity  of  large  crews  of  laborers,  and 
this  fact  alone,  when  the  striking  element  is  employed,  increases 
the    advantages   of   the    machine    and    the   tendency    to    its   general 
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STRAIXS  IX  LOCOMOTIVE  BOILERS. 

BY    L.    S.    RANDOLPH,    MT.    SAVAGE.    .MD. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  failure  of  locomotive  boilers  by  cracking  in  an  apparently 
mysterious  manner  caused  tbe  writer  to  take  a  special  interest  in 
the  subject  a  number  of  years  in  order  to  determine,  if  possible, 
the  cause. 

Tlie  first  point  which  came  under  observation  was  the  breaking 
of  stay-bolts,  large  numbers  of  which  were  found  broken,  inva- 
riably close  to  the  thicker  sheet,  the  fracture  being  square  across, 
and,  in  90  per  cent,  of  cases  examined,  flush  with  the  inside  surface. 
These  stay-bolts  were  of  the  usual  form,  threaded  throughout  their 
entire  length,  and  screwed  through  botli  sheets. 

When  the  fracture  was  not  flu.-ili  with  the  sheet,  it  occurred  slightly 
under  the  sheet. 

Upon  breaking  the  stay-bolt  away  from  the  thinner  sheet,  the 
fracture  was  invariably  crystalline,  the  bolt  breaking  like  cast  iron 
with  one  or  two  blows  of  a  hammer;  the  fresh  portion  of  the  frac- 
ture sometimes  included  the  whole  area  of  the  bolt,  sometimes  only 
a  portion,  which  was  generally  elliptical  in  form,  showing  that  the 
crack  had  started  some  time  before. 

The  central  portion  of  the  bolt  when  liroken  in  a  vise  showed  a 
silky  fibrous  fracture,  proving  that  the  material  had  originally  been 
good,  but  had  been  injured  at  the  ends  where  it  entered  the  sheet. 

It  was  also  observed  that  the  stay-bolts  near  the  upper  corner  of 
the  fire  box  were  always  the  first  to  go;  those  in  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  water  space  near  the  mud  ring  very  seldom  giving 
way. 

The  only  theory  which  would  fit  the  observed  phenomena  is  that 
the  difference  of  temperature  between  the  outside  and  fire-box 
sheets  causes  a  difference  in  the  amount  of  e\i)ansion,  which,  by 
constant  repetition,  "wiggles  the  bolts  in  two." 

Assuming  a  dillVict'co  of  three  hundred  and  forty  degrees  Fahr- 
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enheit  between  the  temperature  of  the  two  sheets,  we  would  get  a 
motion  of  one  quarter  of  an  inch  (Y^")  in  a  fire  box  ten  feet  long, 
which  would  give  one-eight  inch  for  the  end  bolts,  assuming  the 
expansion  to  take  place  uniformly  from  the  centre. 

In  order  to  test  the  effect  of  this  motion,  a  stay-bolt  was  fitted  up 
as  usual,  one  sheet  being  three-eighths  inch  (Vs")  thick,  the  other 
five-sixteenths  inch  (^/is")  ;  by  fastening  one  to  the  head  of  a  shaping 
madiine,  and  the  other  to  the  bed,  the  %"  motion  was  obtained. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results,  the  distance  between  the 
plates  being  four  and  one-half  inches  (4I/2")  and  the  diameter  of 
bolts  over  threads  seven-eighths  inch  (%"). 


Xo.       Vibrations. 

1  1400        Fastened  with  nut  under  one  plate,  \-iz.,  firm. 

2  5.569  "  "  "  "  not    firm;    used  same 

plate  as  No.  1,  hole  worn. 

3  3345         Riveted  with  four-pound  hammer. 

4  2040  "        "         "^       " 

5  5400  "         "      two         "  " 

6  2600 

7  1600  "         "         "  "  "     centre  of  bolts  had  threads 

turned  off  to  diameter  of  0.726".      Threads  Jg"  above 
plate. 

8  600        Same  as  No.  7,  diameter  0.625'. 

9  1.540        Same  as  No.  8.     Threads  remain  J^'  above  plate. 
10  1700  "      "         "     Threads  turned  off  to  plate. 

All  of  the  above  were  with  the  same  shipment  of  stay-bolt  iron. 
Several  tests  of  stay-bolts  made  of  common  iron  gave  from  800  to 
1,300  vibrations,  and  one  test  of  a  special  sample  of  stay-bolt  iron 
gave  12,000  vibrations. 

Assuming  that  fires  are  banked  twice  a  day  for  300  days  in  the 
year,  would  give  600  vibrations,  per  year,  wloich,  for  2,500  vibrations 
as  the  life  of  the  stay-bolt,  woidd  give  over  four  years  as  the  life  of 
the  bolt  under  maximum  vibration.  This  is  about  a  year  longer 
than  they  usually  last. 

The  use  of  tlie  two-pound  Jianiiuer  imrcased  the  durability  con- 
siderably, probably  on  account  of  the  Ijolt  being  held  with  less 
firmness  in  the  sheet. 

The  writer  has  attempted  to  increase  the  durability  by  making 
the  bolt  fit  loosely  in  the  plate,  but  found  that  corrosion  so  soon 
cemented  the  two  together  that  the  trial  was  abandoned. 

The  results  obtained  on  stay  bolts  naturally  led  to  the  question. 
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What   is   tlie   effect   of   expansions   and    contractions   on    the    boiler 
generally. 

The  first  observed  etrect  was  a  bad  case  of  corrosion  in  the  back 


Fig.  141 
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Fig.  143. 

sheet  of  a  fire  bo.x  of  an  anthracite  coal-burning  engine  at  the  mud 
ring.  Fig.  141  sliows  the  arrangement,  a  a  are  water-tube  grate 
bars  attached  rigidly  to  the  front  sheet ;    h  b  are  thimbles  through 
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which  the  solid  bars  passed.  Under  a  a  there  was  very  bad  pitting 
or  grooving;  under  b  b  none  at  all,  the  bending  of  the  sheet  by  the 
( \pansion  and  contraction  of  the  water-grate  bars  a  a  kept  the 
-.ale  broken  so  that  the  water  could  get  in  to  the  iron. 

Indications  of  the  same  action  were  found  in  several  bad  cases 
wf  grooving,  both  on  longitudinal  and  circumferential  seams  with 
the  ordinary  single  riveted  lap  joint;  and  in  the  flanges  of  the  front 
thie  head,  although  the  latter,  in  all  but  one  case,  showed  very 
i. cided  evidences  of  cracking  of  the  metal  from  the  repeated  strain, 
tie  corrosion  being  more  of  an  after  effect. 

Fig.    142    shows   very   distinctly   the   effect   on   the   sheet   by   the 


bending  of  the  stay  bolt  in  the  cracks  radiating  from  the  stay-bolt 
lioles.  At  f5  B  the  cracks  extend  almost  from  one  stay-bolt  hole 
to  another. 

Fig.  143  shows  the  effect  of  expansion  and  contraction  on  a 
flange,  the  first  intimation  that  there  was  anything  wrong  with 
the  boiler  being  the  steam  blowing  through  the  crack  marked 
A  A.    The  cut  shows  the  appearance  from  the  inside. 

The  writer's  experience  has  shown  that  in  nearly  every  case  the 
failure  of  boilers  is  due,  except  where  corroded  by  bad  watei-,  to 
failures  of  metal,  from  repeated  straining  beyond  the  elastic  limit 
by  difference  in  amount  of  expansion  and  contraction. 

So  far   the   use  of   large   easy   curves    for   flanges   and    very   soft 
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metal  throughout  the  boiler  are  the  only  methods  which  have  met 
with  anything  like  success  in  overcoming  this  difficulty.  Corru- 
gated flues  and  fire  boxes  would  probably  save  a  great  deal  of  the 
trouble,  but  they  are  open  to  objection,  especially  where  the  coal 
used  contains  much  sulphur,  on  account  of  corrosion  caused  by  soot 
and  ashes  lying  in  the  corrugations. 

DiscrssiON. 

Mr.  Harvey  Middleton. — My  experience  will  bear  out  all  that 
Mr.  Eandolpli  has  stated  as  to  that  peculiar  form  of  boiler.  But 
recent  practice  has  shown  that  the  Belpaire  boiler  overcomes 
it.  I  can  account  for  that  only  by  the  fact  that  it  gives  us  a  better 
chance  of  stajdng  the  boiler,  both  to  the  crown  sheet  and  the  roof 
sheet,  and  outside  sheet  to  side  sheet  of  fire-box.  Mr.  Ean- 
dolph's  paper  has  opened  up  a  field  which  will  develop,  I  think,  a 
reason  why  the  Belpaire  boiler  is  giving  tis  this  satisfaction  in  not 
breaking  as  many  stay-bolts  as  the  old  form  of  boiler.  We  find 
the  Belpaire  boiler  much  more  satisfactory  in  that  respect  than 
the  old  form,  on  account  of  our  being  able  to  stay  it  in  perfect  line. 
Take  the  cylindrical  fonn  of  boilers;  the  threads  of  the  stay-bolts 
are  not  in  many  cases  over  one  full  thread  in  the  sheet,  while  with 
the  Belpaire  we  get  full  threads  in  both  sheets.  The  accompany- 
ing illustrations  show  its  construction,  Figs.  307  and  308. 

Mr.  II.  de  B.  Parsons. — I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  ^Middleton  if  the 
bolts  in  the  Belpaire  boiler  are  not  longer  tlian  the  stay-bolts  iu 
the  other  class? 

Mr.  Middleton. — Not  in  the  side  sheets;  they  are  in  the  roof 
sheets.  Instead  of  using  bars  we  use  stay-bolts  about  eighteen 
to  twenty  inches  long.  The  stay-bolts,  as  a  rule,  are  all  in  perfect 
line.  The  body  of  the  Belpaire  boiler  is  such  that  it  is  nearly  all 
straight  lines,  except  the  curve  from  the  side  sheets  to  the  roof 
sheets. 

3Ir.  Wm.  Kent. — There  is  one  little  fact  mentioned  in  that  paper 
which  is  of  some  importance  in  other  branches  than  locomotive 
building.  I  refer  to  the  apparent  crystallization  of  the  ends  of 
stay-bolts.  It  has  been  a  disputed  question  as  to  whetlier  a  piece 
of  wrought  iron  which  was  good  originally  could  be  crystallized. 
Here  we  have  evidence  showing  that  iron  which  was  originally 
good  can  be  crystallized,  and  if  it  happens  in  hundreds  of  instances, 
it  seems  to  be  strong  proof  that  iron  wliich  is  originally  of  excel- 
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lent  fibrous  structure  will,  under  repeated  vibrations,  assume  a 
structure  whieli  looks  ervslalline,  wbetlier  it  is  crystalline  or 
not. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Baldwin. — Mr.  Randolph  mentions  that  his  stay-bolts 
in  the  shaping-machine  test  stood  a  number  of  vibrations  corre- 
sponding to  a  life  a  year  longer  than  is  usually  expected  in  prac- 
tice. I  would  suggest  that  this  difference  could  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  in  actual  use  the  stay-bolts  are  under  tension 
when  tliey  are  flexed.  In  the  machine  test  the  bolt  was  probably 
not  under  tension.  A  bolt  could  not  be  expected  to  last  as  long 
under  the  sum  of  the  strains  as  when  vibrating  without  being 
under  tension. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hawkins. — I  think  the  case  cited  of  stay-bolts  is  an 
instance  warning  the  engineer  to  avoid,  in  every  possible  way,  any- 
thing like  a  re-entering  angle  in  members  of  structures  which  re- 
ceive strains,  such  as  a  thread  in  these  stay-bolts  where  they  are  to 
be  subjected  to  any  such  action  as  is  characterized  as  "  wiggling  "' 
in  the  paper.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  akin  to  that  which  I  described 
in  the  topical  discussions  of  this  meeting  as  coming  from  the  dis- 
integration of  the  material  in  shearing  plates.  We  have  here  a 
stay-bolt  which  is  threaded  throughout  its  entire  length,  and  frac- 
turing invariably,  as  shown,  either  near  or  within  the  plate,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  is  a  case  where  the  re-entering  angles  of 
the  threads  give  every  facility  for  initiating  a  crack  or  cracks  in 
the  bolts  from  the  continued  vibration  or  oscillation  produced  by 
the  difference  of  expansion  of  the  two  sheets,  and  the  lesson  that 
is  taught  principally  by  that  is  to  avoid  that  kind  of  a  stay-bolt 
where  there  is  any  possibility  of  "'  wiggling,"  which  is  a  good  term 
for  it. 

Mr.  J\uvoit.i. — At  the  foot  of  the  first  page  the  writer  observes 
that  the  stay-bolts  in  the  tipper  corner  of  the  fire-box  are  always 
the  first  to  go.  The  reason  for  that,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  fact 
that  the  mud-ring  at  the  base  gave  that  part  of  the  boiler  so  much 
strength,  and  held  the  two  sheets  so  very  firmly  together,  that  the 
expansion  was  upward,  and  the  greatest  difference  then  would  be 
at  the  top,  and  the  top  stay-bolts  would  be  the  ones  subjected  to 
the  greatest  wiggling,  if  I  might  be  allowed  to  use  the  writer's 
words. 

Mr.  If.  P.  Minot.— Isn't  it  always  the  ease  that  the  stay-bolts 
give  out  near  the  outer  sheet?  I  understand  that  to  be  so.  If  it 
is  so,  why  docs  it  give  way  there  more  than  in  the  inner  sheet? 
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Mr.  Middleion. — I  think  that  is  only  a  supposition.  In  examin- 
iiiLT  a  boiler  that  exploded  two  years  ago,  I  noticed  that  there  were 
I-  many  broken  stay-bolts  in  the  inner  sheets  as  in  the  outer, 
-    lie  right  in  the  centre. 

The  President. — Don't  you  think  the  upper  stays  had  a  greater 
-train  on  them  than  those  below? 

Mr.  Middleion. — They  had  in  a  measure;  but  at  the  same  time 
1  think  it  is  owing  to  the  peculiar  form  at  that  point.  There  is  a 
flat  spot  right  at  the  top  of  the  outer  shell,  opposite  the  crown 
jlieet,  and  I  think  it  is  owing  a  good  deal  to  the  vibration  as  men- 
tioned in  Mr.  Eandolph's  paper. 

Mr.  -Jacob  Reese. — Are  the  stay-bolts  iron  or  steel  ? 

Mr.  Middleion. — Iron. 

Mr.  Reese. — And  presumed  to  be  fibrous  when  put  in  ? 

Mr.  Middleion. — Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Reese. — The  cause  of  fibre,  as  I  take  it,  is  in  the  method  of 
making  iron,  either  by  the  Catalan  fire  or  by  the  puddling  pro- 
cess. I  will  specially  describe  the  puddling  process.  The 
process  is  conducted  at  a  temperature,  say,  about  three  thou- 
sand degrees  Fahrenlieit.  The  metal  is  melted  at  about  two 
thousand.  As  the  carbon  is  taken  out  the  fusion  point  is 
raised  up  to  about  four  thousand,  and  the  iron  freezes  in  the  fur- 
nace at  a  temperature  of  three  thousand.  It  is  too  cold  for  it.  It 
freezes  the  same  as  water  crystallizes  when  it  is  subjected  to  cold. 
And  this  freezing  iron  in  the  puddling  furnace  comes  up  in  little 
crystals,  the  same  as  water  does  in  freezing,  and  they  unite  ^rith 
each  other  until  we  get  the  puddled  ball.  That  puddled  ball  is  a 
regular  sponge,  and  there  is  an  oxide  that  runs  over  it,  and  it  runs 
down  and  permeates  the  whole  thing,  ^lien  it  is  squeezed  and 
rolled  out,  the  oxide  is  interlaid  between  the  particles  of  iron,  so 
that  there  is  an  interlamination  of  iron  and  oxide  distributed 
throughout  the  whole  bar,  so  that  when  it  is  pulled  out  its  fibre  is 
threads  of  laminae  between  the  particles  of  oxide.  By  concussion 
and  vibration  the  oxide  breaks  and  the  iron  exhibits  a  granular 
texture.  It  is  the  iron  which  is  tough  and  ductile;  the  oxide  is 
hard.  The  vibration  breaks  that  and  gives  the  phenomenon  of 
crystallization. 

Mr.  Middleion. — Yes;  but  the  explosion  developed  the  fact  that 
there  were  quite  a  number  of  stay-bolts  that  had  been  broken  in 
the  manner  described  by  Mr.  Randolph.  All  those  show  good 
'   aterial,  but  at  their  points  they  showed  crystallization. 
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Mr.  Reese. — It  is  as  impossible  to  get  a  perfect  piece  of  iron  a^ 
it  is  to  find  a  perfect  man.  You  take  a  bar,  and  it  will  break 
just  Mhere  yon  did  not  expect  it  to. 

The  President. — Were  those  stay-bolts  all  iron? 

Mr.  Middlelon. — Yes,  sir;  steel  has  not  generally  come  into  lue 
in  locomotives.  We  usually  try  to  get  a  tough  fibrous  iron  simi- 
lar to  the  Sligo.  Sligo  is  taken  as  a  standard — an  iron  that  will 
bend  cold  to  itself  without  cracking.  That  is  the  usual  test  for 
all  stay-bolt  iron. 

The  President. — They  are  using  steel  in  marine  boilers. 

Mr.  Ilairliiis. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Middleton,  or  any  other 
member  present,  if  he  knows  from  his  experience  whether  the  well- 
known  thimble  stay-bolt  gives  way  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
threaded  stay-bolt  does?  I  think  that  would  be  the  point  that 
would  show  whether  the  position  I  take  on  that  question  is  sound. 
It  would  be  pretty  well  settled  by  that — if  the  thimble  stay-bolts 
do  not  give  wa}'  and  the  threaded  bolts  do. 

Mr.  Middleton. — I  cannot  answer  that  question.  Thimble  stay- 
bolts  are  used  very  little  on  locomotives. 

The  President. — The  trouble  with  the  stay-bolts,  the  type  which 
you  speak  of,  is  the  very  great  difficulty  in  keeping  those  bolts 
tight  on  heavy  pressures.  We  abandoned  them,  and  use  in  marine 
practice  a  screw  stay-bolt  with  a  nut  on  each  end;  a  nut  inside 
the  fire-box  and  a  nut  outside  the  fire-box. 

Mr.  Middleton. — We  only  use  the  nut  stay-bolts  on  the  crown 
sheet.  On  the  side  sheets  they  are  just  merely  screwed  into  the 
sheet  and  rounded  over  in  the  usual  manner. 

Mr.  Minot. — I  think  that  it  is  a  pretty  general  thing  for  these 
stay-bolts  to  give  way  close  to  the  outside  sheet.  I  have  that 
from  the  master  mechanic  and  superintendent  of  motive  power 
at  the  Fort  Wayne  shops  of  the  Pennsylvania  system.  They 
(bill  a  small  hole,  I  should  think  about  ^/i^  of  an  inch,  into  the  out- 
.side  of  the  stay-bolts,  so  that  they  may  know  at  once  when  that 
fracture  takes  place.  I  looked  into  the  matter  considerably  when 
I  was  in  the  shop,  and  they  told  me  that  they  invariably  broke 
next  to  the  outside  sheet,  and  never  at  the  inside  sheet. 

Mr.  Kent. — I  would  like  to  ask  if  any  one  here  has  any  experi- 
ence in  hollow  stay-bolts  which  are  expanded  into  the  sheet  in- 
stead of  screwed. 

Mr.  Hawkins. — I  would  like  to  a.sk  the  President  if  he  has 
any    experience    of    the    kind    of    stay-bolts    mentioned    by    him 
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giving  out  at  any  point?  It  would  seem  to  nie  that  tliat  kind  of 
.-tay-bolt  would  give  out  at  the  nut  if  anywhere. 

Mr.  Horace  See. — We  have  been  using  them  lunv  about  two 
j-ears,  and  have  not  had  any  of  them  to  give  out,  nor  have  we  had 
the  socket-bolt  give  out  so  far  as  breakage  is  concerned.  The 
trouble  with  the  socket-bolt,  where  the  head  on  one  end-  is  driven 
by  hand,  is  to  make  it  tight.  A  man  in  driving  such  a  bolt  will 
sometimes  upset  it  all  on  one  side,  and  there  will  be  nothing  left 
for  the  joint  or  to  calk  it  tight.  It  is  necessary  in  all  boiler 
work  of  to-day  to  bring  it  down,  as  near  as  possible,  to  machine 
accuracy.  The  marine  boiler  of  to-day  is  Iniilt  very  much  like 
the  steam  engine,  the  most  of  the  work  being  done  by  machines. 
The  shells  are  all  drilled ;  in  fact,  very  nearly  all  of  the  holes  in  the 
boiler  are  drilled.  Screw  stays  are  used  wherever  it  is  possible, 
because  they  can  be  made  and  fitted  with  much  greater  accuracy 
than  a  stay-bolt  driven  by  hand.  Hand-riveting  is  avoided,  and 
machine-riveting  is  used  as  much  as  possible.  I  think  in  the  case 
of  trouble  with  the  upper  stay-bolts  that  expansion  played  a 
very  important  part.  Expansion  is  greater  on  the  inside,  where 
the  fire  is  located,  than  it  would  be  on  the  outside.  The  outside 
diameter  of  the  boiler  is  very  nearly  a  constant  one,  the  changes 
are  not  as  great  or  rapid  as  on  the  inside,  and  that  continual 
change  of  tlie  length  of  the  inside  has  a  racking  effect  on  the  stay- 
bolts  :  the  racking  effect  is  a  maximum  close  to  the  outer  sheet, 
and  the  leverage  is  against  the  stay-bolt  at  the  outer  sheet. 

Mr.  Parsons. — As  regards  the  breaking  of  the  sta}'-bolts  near 
the  outer  sheet,  I  think  there  is  a  very  good  reason  in  the  fact 
that  the  outer  sheet  is  stronger  than  tlie  inner  sheet.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  generally  thicker;  in  the  next  place,  it  is  a  part  of  the 
w^hole  shell  structure  of  the  boiler.  The  inner  shell  is  weaker,  be- 
cause it  is  generally  thinner.  Xow  for  differences  in  tempera- 
ture, the  plates  are  trying  to  pass,  one  by  the  other,  and  cause 
a  bending  strain  in  the  stay-bolts:  the  inner  sheet,  being  thinner 
and  weaker,  may  bend  a  little;  a  little  is  enough  to  release  this 
strain.  The  outer  sheet  being  thicker  and  stronger,  holds  the 
bolt  firmly  at  that  point,  and  in.  consequence  the  section  near  the 
outer  sheet  is  the  one  to  i-eceive  the  greatest  strain;  and,  in  gen- 
eral, if  the  bolts  are  equally  strong  and  of  uniformly  good  mate- 
rial, they  will  break  at  that  point. 

Mr.  Kent. — In  answer  to  Mr.  Hawkins'  question,  I  think  such  a 
stay-bolt  is  used  in  the  Heine  boiler. 
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Mr.  Wilcux. — You  are  mistaken  about  that,  Mr.  Kent.  They 
are  screwed  in  the  Heine  boiler.  The  hollow  stay-bolt  is  .88 
inch  inside  diameter,  and  1.66  inches  outside  diameter;  it  is  cut 
in  lengths  of  about  13  inches.  The  distance  between  the  sheets  is 
only  11  inches,  less  the  thickness  of  the  sheet,  and  it  is  screwed 
in  in  both  cases.  We  have  an  ingenious  way  of  putting  these 
stay-bolts  in.  We  use  the  Stowe  inflexible  sliaft.  We  have  what  is 
equivalent  to  an  expanding  reamer,  which  runs  into  the  short  tube, 
and  then  it  is  put  into  the  boiler  and  screwed  as  tight  as  it  can 
go- 

Mr.  Farsont;. — lu  answer  to  Mr.  Kent,  I  would  say  that  hollow 
stay-bolts  are  used  very  often  in  the  English  locomotive  practice. 
I  think  they  are  both  expanded  in  and  screwed  in.  I  have,  how- 
ever had  no  experience  in  the  English  shops;  my  information 
merely  comes  from  the  designs  of  recent  practice  in  that  line. 

Mr.  L.  S.  Randolph.* — Mr.  Kent  refers  to  the  apparent  crystal- 
lization of  tlie  stay-bolts.  Altliough  I  have  seen  well-formed 
cubical  crystals  in  the  fractured  surface  of  a  wrought  iron  axle 
broken  under  the  drop  test,  the  word  there  is  used  to  describe 
that  peculiar  silvery  feature  which  is  usually  called  crystalline. 
I  do  not  belie\e  that  simple  vibration  can  produce  it  in  iron  orig- 
inally good,  but  always  regard  it  as  proof  of  the  metal  having 
been  strained  beyond  the  elastic  limit  several  times.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  state  that  a  single  overstrain  will  do  it,  although  I 
think  that  it  will  unless  the  metal  is  exceptionally  good. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Baldwin.  The  bolts  in  the  machine  test  were 
not  subjected  to  a  tensile  strain. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Minot,  would  say  tiiat  the  outside  sheet  is 
almost  invariably  the  thickest,  with  the  exception  of  the  flue-sheet; 
and  as  the  stay-bolt  has  a  longer  bearing,  it  is  held  firmer,  is  bent 
more,  and  consequently  breaks  sooner. 

Mr.  Middleton  speaks  of  Sligo  iron  being  the  strongest.  The 
sample  mentioned  as  standing  12,000  vibrations  was  Sligo  iron. 

Since  this  paper  was  written,  I  have  tested  samples  of  the  iron 
from  sheet  shown  in  Figs.  143  and  143.  Fig.  143  stood  49,300 
lbs.  per  square  inch,  and  gave  6%  elongation.  Fig.  143  stood 
48,500  lbs.  per  square  inch,  and  gave  6i/^%  elongation. 

*Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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MEMORAXDA    OX    THE   PERFORMAXCE   OF   A    COM- 
POUXD  EXGIXE. 

BY    GEO.    H.    BARRUS,    BOSTON,    UASS. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  records  of  the  Society  contain  little  information  regarding 
the  performance  of  compound  engines,  and  there  are  few  data  any- 
where on  record,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  as  to  the  work  of  a  certain 
class  of  mill  engines  which  is  now  coming  into  use,  which  consists 
of  two  unjacketed  cylinders  placed  side  by  side  and  connected 
with  an  unheated  intermediate  receiver.  Having  recently  made  a 
test  of  such  an  engine  under  favorable  circumstances,  I  embrace 
the  opportunity  to  submit  the  data  and  results  wliich  it  gave. 

The  diameter  of  the  high-pressure  cylinder  was  26  inches,  that  of 
the  low-pressure  cylinder  48  inches,  and  the  stroke  of  both  was  60 
inches.  Steam  was  furnished  by  Harrison  sectional  boilers,  after 
first  passing  through  a  steam  drum  of  ample  size.  The  exhaust  steam 
was  condensed  in  a  surface  condenser,  the  circulating  water  for 
which  was  supplied  by  a  duplex  steam  pump  having  steam  cylinders 
9  inches  diameter,  water  cylinders  10  inches  diameter,  both  13  inches 
stroke,  which  also  exhausted  into  the  condenser.  The  engine  was 
fitted  with  a  connected  air  pump  which  discharged  the  condensed 
water  into  a  hot  well,  consisting  of  a  large  rectangular  tank.  The 
intermediate  receiver  was  drained  by  a  trap  which  discharged  into 
the  hot  well.  The  engine  was  of  the  Corliss  tj-pe.  The  governor 
operated  on  the  cut-off  of  the  high-pressure  cylinder.  This  had  no 
connection  with  the  cut-off  of  the  low-pressure  cylinder,  which  was 
arranged  so  as  to  be  fixed  at  any  desired  point. 

The  results  of  the  test  are  based  on  the  quantity  of  steam  ex- 
hausted from  the  engine,  the  condensed  water  discharged  from  the 
surface  condenser  being  measured  for  this  purpose.  The  use  of  the 
surface  condenser  enables  tliis  detennination  to  be  made  \vith  un- 
usual accuracy. 
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Jax.  18,  1888,  3.27  p.m. 

Scale  H.  P.  Cyl.  60;  L.  P.  Cyl.  20. 

Boiler  pressure  by  engine-room  gauge,  94.5  lbs. 


Receiver 

Revolutions  jjer  minute 


6.7 
52.3 


Flg.lll 


Fi?.  14.-I 
The  data  and  results  of  the  test  are  given  in  the  following  table, 
appended  to  wliich  are  copies  of  a   representative  set  of  indicator 
diagrams.      Fig.    144   represents   the   cards   from   the   high-pressure 
cylinder,  and  Fig.  145  from  the  low-pressure  cylinder. 
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Duration hrs. 

•Total  quantity  of  steam  consumed lbs. 

Steam  i-onsumed  per  hour " 

Average  boiler  pressure  by  engine-room  gauge ...  " 

"       receiver      "         "         "         "         "...  " 

"       vacuum     "         "         "         "        "...  " 

"        revolutions  per  minute rev. 

"        mean  effective  pressure <  ^   p  Cvl 

"       intiicated  horse  power  developed H.  P. 

Steam  consumed  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour lbs. 

Coal  consumed  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour,  based  on  stip- 
ulated evaporation lbs. 


4.5 

44,436.3 

9,874.0 

94.3 

6.4 

27.2 

52.3 

41.14 

9.27 

606.53 

16.28 

JMEASUREMENTS  AXD  COMPUTATIONS  BASED  ON  TWO  SETS  OF 
SAMPLE  DIAGRAMS. 


Boiler  pressure  by  gauge  in  engine  room . .   lbs 
Highest  initial  pressure  in  cylinder  above 

atmosphere " 

Average    cut-off    pressure    in    cylinder 

above  zero " 

Average  compression  pressure  in  cylinder 

above  zero " 

Average    release    pressure    in    cylinder 

above  zero " 

Proportion  of  direct  stroke  completed  at 

cut-off 

Proportion  of  return  stroke  uncompleted 

at  compression 

Back  pressure  at  mid  stroke  +  or 

mosphere 

Back  pressure  at  lowest  point  +  or 


lbs. 


Mean  effective  pressure  as  mea.sured. ...     " 

Equivalent  M.  E.  P.  referred  to  one  cylin- 
der       " 

Steam  accounted  for  by  diagram  at  cut- 
off      " 

Feed  water  consumed  per  I.  H.  P.  per 
hour  [line  10] " 

Proportion  of  feed  water  accounted  for 

at  cut  off H.  P.  Cyl. 

Proportion  of  feed  water  accounted  for 

at  cut-off L.  P.  Cyl. 


H.  P.  CyL  I   L.  P.  Cjl. 


94.2 

[Receiver] 
6.2 

89.4 

6.0 

91.9 

12.6 

22.6 

3.7 

28.4 

7.5 

.505 

.544 

.047 

.027 

+  8.1 

—10.8 

+  5.7. 
41.26 

—11.5 
9.28 

73.10 

21.31 

12.60 

11.78 

16 

28 

774 

723 

The  valves  and  pistons  were  tested  independently  for  leakage. 
The  valves  were  found  in  excellent  condition.  So  also  was  the 
piston  of  the  low-pressure  cylinder.  The  piston  of  the  high  pres- 
sure cylinder  leaked  to  some  extent. 


♦Includes  that  used  by  circulating  pump. 
tAverage  of  diagrams  taken  every  20  minutes. 
tAssumed  clearance  each  cylinder  3  per  cent. 
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here  which  I  would  like  to  obtain  if  Mr.  Barrus  can  furnish  it; 
that  is,  what  was  the  volume  of  the  receiver,  and  how  were  the 
two  strokes  timed  in  relation  to  each  other? 

Mr.  Barrus. — The  receiver  was  simply  a  pi]»-',  ]ierhaps  a  little 
larger  than  just  sufficient  to  carry  the  steam,  and  the  cranks  were 
set  90  degrees  apart. 

Mr.  Coon. — If  it  would  be  in  order,  I  would  like  to  give  some 
data  about  a  compound  engine  which  I  tested.  It  was  one  of  the 
engines  at  the  Boston  Sewage  Works.  The  diameters  of  the  cylin- 
ders are  25%  and  52  inches,  the  stroke  is  9  feet,  and  the  piston 
speed  was  about  190  feet.  The  steam  pressure  carried  was  100 
pounds.  The  cylinders  are  thoroughly  steam- jacketed  arid  the 
interspace  is  also  jacketed — or  the  superheater,  as  it  is  called,  the 
volume  of  which  is  almost  exactly  equal  to  the  volume  of  the  high- 
pressui-e  cylinder.  There  were  two  tests  made;  one  was  made  in 
the  winter,  and  the  other  in  the  spring.  The  consumption  of  feed 
water  per  hour  was  1  t'/io  pounds  per  indicated  horse-power,  and 
the  consumption  of  coal,  which  was  of  picked  quality,  was 
I'^/ioo  pounds,  which,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  the  best  record 
which  has  ever  been  made  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Barrus. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Coon  if  the  quantity  of 
steam  used  in  the  steam-jacket  was  measured? 

Mr.  Coon. — It  was  not. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Minot. — I  cannot  undci-stand  that  card  the  way  Mr. 
Barrus  has  explained  it— that  the  crooked  line  there  is  due  to 
the  receiver.  I  do  not  think  the  steam  got  into  the  receiver  at  the 
time  that  line  was  nuide.  I  think  that  we  ought  to  find  out  what 
the  matter  is  there. 

Mr.  H.  de  B.  Parsons. — If  the  cranks  were  set  at  90  degrees 
apart,  and  the  receiver  had  a  capacity  equal  to  that  of  the  high-pres- 
sure cylinder,  or  a  little  larger,  then  at  the  end  of  the  stroke,  when  the 
valve  would  release  the  steam,  it  would  go  into  that  receiver  and 
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the  diagram  would  show  a  low  pressure  at  that  point.  Tiien,  as 
the  piston  returned  and  pushed  the  used  steam  out  of  the  iiigh- 
pressure  cylinder,  forcing  it  into  the  receiver,  that  is  reducing  the 
space,  it  would  gradually  raise  the  pressure  in  the  receiver  until 
the  engine  had  come  to  the  quarter-stroke  on  the  return,  when 
the  valve  opens  to  the  low-pressure  cylinder,  slowly  at  first,  and 
allows  the  steam  in  the  receiver  to  flow  into  the  low-pressure  cylin- 
der. We  thus  have  the  fall  shown  on  the  bottom  curve  of  the 
diagram  until  the  point  of  closing  of  exhaii;;!  of  the  high-pressure 
cylinder.  Then  follows  the  compression  and  the  adniittanee  of 
live  steam,  and  the  card  is  traced  over  again.  If  the  one  cylinder 
had  e.xhausted  directly  into  the  other,  the  whole  card  would  have 
been  of  an  entirely  different  shape. 

.1/;-.  E.  S.  Cdhh. — I  would  like  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Barrus  if  I  under- 
stand what  he  said  correctly.  I  l}elieve  he  said  that  the  steam  in 
the  high-piessure  cylinder  had  its  cut-olf  regulated  by  the  gov- 
ernor, and  the  steam  in  the  low-pressure  cylinder  had  its  cut-off 
fixed  at  a  certain  point  before  the  engine  was  started.  Is  that  cor- 
rect? I  would  like  to  inquire  then  what  effect  the  action  had  upon 
the  indicator  diagram,  wlien  the  engine  automatically  cut  off  at  a 
greater  or  less  point  in  the  high-pressure  cylinder?  Did  not  that 
change  the  shape  of  these  diagrams  very  materially,  or  was  not 
that  point  considered?  It  seems,  from  the  size  of  the  receiver 
between  the  high  and  low  pressure  cylinders,  that  any  difference  in 
the  cut-otf  in  the  high-pressure  cylinder  must  necessarily  affect  the 
action  in  the  low-pressure  cylinder.  How  much  that  effect  was,  I 
would  like  to  know. 

Mr.  Barrus. — I  do  not  think  I  can  state  that  without  reference 
to  the  diagrams.  I  presume  an  examination  of  the  diagrams  would 
show  that. 

Mr.  Cuon. — I  have  taken  a  very  large  number  of  indicator  dia- 
grams from  compound  engines  of  this  type,  cutting  off  in  the  same 
engine  from  very  early  to  very  late  in  the  high-pressure  cylinder, 
with  no  change  in  the  point  of  cut-off  in  the  low-pressure  cylinder, 
and  the  only  variation  is  in  the  area  of  the  cards.  The  low-pres- 
sure card  would  appear  just  as  it  does  on  this  paper,  except  that 
the  steam  line  would  be  lower.  The  points  in  it  would  be  just  as 
they  are  here,  except  the  card  would  be  thinner,  so  to  speak,  verti- 
'  ally,  and  the  high-pressure  card,  part  of  it,  might  perhaps,  in  cat- 
ling off  earlier  than  this,  drop  below  the  atmospheric  line;  but 
otherwise  the   relations  would  remain   as  they   are  here,  and  there 
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should  be  no  change  in  the  point  of  cut-off  on  the  low-pressure 
cylinder,  no  matter  what  the  range  is  in  the  high. 

Mr.  Cohh. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Coon  if  he  would  consider 
that  last  statement  true  without  regard  to  the  proportion  the  re- 
•ceiver  held  to  the  high  pressure  cylinder ;  that  is,  if  practically 
it  was  simply  a  pipe  leading  from  the  high-pressure  cylinder  to 
the  low-pressure  cylinder,  would  not  that  point  of  cut-off  make  an 
effect  on  one  of  the  diagrams? 

Mr.  Coon. — If  the  interspace  were  very  small,  it  would. 

Mr.  Cohl. — Was  the  size  of  the  steam  pipe  or  the  size  of  the 
exhaust  pipe  what  would  naturally  be  used  for  the  size  of  the 
liigh-pressure  cylinder  ? 

Mr.  Coon. — I  shall  have  to  retract  what  I  said  then.  It  would 
not.  You  take  the  Holley  pumping  engine,  which  has  the  smallest 
interspace  of  any  engine  built,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  which  the 
cylinders  are  placed  as  close  together  axially  as  they  can  be,  with 
only  one  valve  between  the  high  and  low  at  either  end,  the  clear- 
ance space  is  nothing,  it  is  simply  a  clearance  in  the  cylinder 
proper,  and  there  is  never  any  change  in  the  point  of  cut-off 
hetween  the  cylinders,  no  matter  what  the  range  is  in  the  high- 
pressure  cylinder.  That  is  a  fixed  tiling,  and  it  should  be  no  mat- 
ter what  the  size  of  the  interspace  is.  But,  of  course,  the  size  of 
the  interspace  would  determine  the  point  at  which  the  low-pres- 
sure cylinder  should  cut  off. 

Mr.  Cohh. — Does  Mr.  Coon  intend  to  state  that  that  would  be 
true  whether  the  cranks  were  at  90  or  180  degrees  of  one  another? 
It  seems  to  me  that  must  be  true  when  the  cranks  are  ISO  de- 
grees of  one  another;  but  when  they  are  at  90  degrees  of  one 
another  I  hardly  see  how  that  could  operate. 

Mr.  II.  II.  SupJee. — In  regard  to  this  matter  of  cut-off  in  coin- 
pound  or  multiple-expansion  engine  in  a  low-pressure  cylinder,  I 
would  like  to  ask  if  it  is  not  customary,  particularly  in  triple-ex- 
pansion engines,  to  vary  the  cut-off  in  order  to  divide  the  work 
equally  among  the  cylinders,  and  if  the  cut-off  is  changed  in  the 
high-pressure  cylinders,  to  readjust  as  equally  as  possible  the  cut- 
off in  the  other  cylinders,  in  order  to  permit  the  work  to  be  as 
nearly  as  possible  divided  equally  among  the  three  cylinders?  I 
think  that  is  done  in  marine  practice. 

Mr.  Horace  See. — I  might  say  that  in  marine  practice  not  much 
attention  is  paid  to  that.  If  an  independent  cut-off  is  used  at  all 
'On  an  engine,  it  is  only  on  the  high-pressure  cylinder. 
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Mr.  .Suplee. — Is  there  no  link  motion  on  the  other  two  tylin- 
ilers  ? 

Mi:  See. — The  link  motion  is  used,  but  no  particular  attention  is 
paid  either  to  its  independent  adjustment  or  anj'  of  the  cylinders, 
and  the  same  is  true  if  the  Joy  or  the  Marshall  gear  is  used, 
although  the  reversing  arm  may  be  slotted. 

Mr.  Suplee. — Simply  for  reversal  only  ? 

Mr.  See. — Yes;  there  is  no  independent  cut-off. 

Mr.  Suplee. — I  mean  similar  to  the  adjustment  of  link  on  a  loco- 
motive engine,  with  the  notches. 

Mr.  See. — Xo;  nothing  similar  to  that.  On  a  three-cylinder 
engine  all  of  the  links  must  be  reversed  together.  You  cannot 
reverse  them  separately.  There  is  not  that  attention  paid  to  the 
€qual  distribution  of  work  in  the  different  cj'linders  which  there 
is  in  land  practice. 

Mr.  Parsons. — The  remarks  made  refer  to  the  usual  practice, 
but  there  are  special  cases  where  the  variable  cut-off  is  placed  on 
one  of  the  cylinders  to  equalize  its  work,  where  a  vessel's  trip  is  at 
different  speeds.  Some  classes  of  men-of-war,  which  are  in 
peace  run  at  slow  speed,  have  been  arranged  with  a  variable  cut- 
off for  the  intermediate  cylinder;  but  it  is  not  the  usual  practice. 

Mr.  See. — That  is  so  only  on  two-cylinder  compound  engines, 
not  on  the  triple-expansion  engine.  As  a  rule  there  is  no  provi- 
sion made  on  the  triple-expansion  engine.  The  plain  compound 
engine  generally  has  an  independent  cut-off  on  the  high-pressure 
cylinder. 

Mr.  Parsons. — I  could  not  state  now  from  memory  the  name  of 
the  ship  (though  I  could  doubtless  ascertain  it  from  reference) 
on  which  there  was  an  independent  arrangement  to  equalize  the 
work  done  on  the  three  cylinders,  because  the  sliip  was  expected 
during  her  voyage  to  make  variable  speed;  full  power  during  one 
part,  and  two-thirds  during  the  rest. 

Mr.  See. — They  sometimes  use  a  slotted  ai-m,  but  a  slotted  arm 
is  not  often  used. 

Mr.  Gale. — It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  very  good  reason  for 
not  varying  the  low-pressure  cut-off  in  marine  practice,  and  that 
there  is  often  very  good  reason  for  varying  it  in  land  practice.  In 
marine  practice  the  work  done  by  the  engine  is  usually  very 
nearly  constant;  the  ship  is  generally  run  at  a  certain  speed,  and 
there  is  seldom  any  reason  for  departing  from  that  for  any  length 
of  time;  but  in  land  engines,  where  the  work  has  to  varj'  consider- 
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ably,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  cut-off  should  be  vaiied  simultane- 
ously on  all  the  cylinders,  whether  there  be  two  or  three;  other- 
wise the  woi-k  would  be  at  some  times  very  unequally  distributed 
among  the  cylinders;  also  the  efficiency  is  more  altered  if  the  cut- 
off is  varied  simply  in  one  cylinder  than  if  it  is  varied  proportionally 
in  all  the  cylinders.  If  we  suppose  an  engine  to  be  adjusted  for  a 
certain  work  to  run  at  the  greatest  efficiency,  and  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  work  done  in  each  cylinder,  then,  when  the  whole  work 
done  by  the  engine  is  changed,  we  ought  to  change  the  cut-off  to 
correspond  in  eaqh  cylinder,  and  keep  the  ratio  of  work  the  same. 
If  I  understand  the  theory  of  the  compound  engine,  that  would 
be  the  way  to  get  the  highest  efficiency;  though  in  cases  where 
the  work  of  the  engine  ordinarily  varies  but  slightly,  the  gain 
would  probably  not  pay  for  the  increased  complexity.  I  would 
like  to  hear  the  reason  for  the  statement  that  the  cut-off  on  the 
low-pressure  should  remain  fixed,  while  that  on  the  high-pressure 
is  varied. 

2Ir.  Coon. — The  point  of  closure  of  the  low-pressure  inlet  valve 
is  determined  at  that  point  where  the  compression  in  the  inter- 
space between  the  cylinders  shall  be  such  that  at  the  end  of  the 
expansion  line  of  the  high-pressure  cylinder  card,  where  the 
high-pressure  exhaust  valve  opens,  there  shall  be  no  drop 
in  it  as  there  is  in  this.  This  engine,  as  shown  by  these 
cards  at  the  low-pressure  inlet  valve,  closed  too  late.  In  other 
words,  there  was  not  sufficient  compression  in  the  interspace 
to  prevent  a  drop  at  the  end  of  the  high-pressure  card.  That 
point  is  determined  by  the  relation  of  the  interspace  to  the  vol- 
ume of  the  high-pressure  cylinder,  and  that  relation  is  a  con- 
stant quantity,  and  therefore  the  point  of  closure  of  the  low-pres- 
sure inlet  valve  is  a  constant  point,  no  matter  what  the  expansion 
is  in  the  high-pressure  cylinder;  that  is,  I  mean,  for  maximum 
theoretical  economy.  So  far  as  equalizing  the  work  done  in  the 
cylinders  is  concerned,  I  doubt  if  the  gain  in  that  respect  would 
equal  the  loss  which  you  would  incur  by  allowing  the  drop 
to  occur  at  the  end  of  the  high-pressure  card,  and  tlierefore  the 
initial  drop  of  the  low-pressure  inlet. 

Mr.  See. — The  engines  of  the  four  ships  built  at  Philadelphia 
for  the  American  Steamship  Line  had  cut-olf  valves  on  both  cylin- 
ders. Some  of  the  engineers  adjusted  tlie  cut-off  on  the  high- 
pressure  and  others  on  the  low.  The  economy  of  all  the  engines 
was    about    alike.      It    did    not    appear    to    make    much    difference 
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AvhetluM-  iidjusteil  on  the  low-pressure  or  on  the  high.  The 
differeiuc  in  powor  was  sometimes  50  per  cent,  greater  in  one  than 
the  other,  but  tlie  economy  of  the  machine  was  about  the  same  in 
all  cases.  The  adjustment  of  the  cut-oft'  on  the  low-pressure  cyl- 
inder did  not  appear  to  make  any  dilfcrence  in  the  economy  of  the 
engine. 

Mr.  (laic. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Coon  what  is  the  authority 
for  the  statement  that  there  should  not  be  a  drop  at  the  end  of 
the  high-pressure  card?  It  is  found  in  single-cylinder  engines 
that  the  greatest  economy  is  attained  with  a  drop.  It  is  a  loss 
of  economy  to  expand  clear  down  to  tlic  mean  back  pressure, 
Ijecause.  for  one  reason,  when  you  get  nearly  down  to  back  pres- 
sure you  have  simply  effective  pressure  enough  to  overcome  the 
friction  of  the  engine.  Expanding  lower  than  that  is  a  loss.  It 
not  only  reduces  the  net  power,  but  also  increases  the  loss  due  to 
cylinder  condensation.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  demonstration 
of  this  principle  for  a  single-cylinder  engine  does  not  apply 
equally  well  to  each  of  the  cylinders  of  a  compound  engine,  pro- 
vided they  are  correctly  proportioned.  If  there  are  any  experi- 
ments which  prove  that  it  is  not  so,  of  course  that  would  settle 
the  matter;  but  theory  seems  to  indicate  that  the  best  result 
would  be  obtained  when  the  terminal  pressure  is  somewhat  in  ex- 
<?ess  of  the  mean  back  pressure;  that  is,  in  a  receiver  engine  of 
the  class  described  in  this  paper,  when  the  high-pressure  card 
ihows  a  slight  drop  at  the  end  of  the  expansion  curve. 

Mr.  Coon. — As  Prof.  Gale  has  asked  a  question,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  speak  again.  I  would  say  my  authority  for  making  the 
statement  is  the  fact  that  the  engines  that  have  been  constructed 
on  that  principle  have  given  the  highest  economy,  and  I  am  sorry 
that  the  data  which  I  have  in  regard  to  that  are  of  a  confidential 
character.  It  was  collected  while  I  was  connected  with  Mr. 
Leavitt,  and  it  is  the  property  of  the  Calumet  &  Hecla  Mining 
Company.  They  have  a  very  large  amount  of  data  on  those  points, 
-which  of  course  are  of  a  private  nature.  But  I  am  at  liberty  to 
say  that  they  all  indicate  that  the  point  which  I  make  there  is 
correct,  that  there  should  be  no  drop  at  the  end  of  the  high-pres- 
sure card  when  the  steam  is  admitted  at  the  end  of  the  low-pres- 
sure cylinder. 

3Ir.  Barrus.—I  understood  Mr.  Coon  to  say  that  the  amount 
of  drop  at  the  end  of  the  stroke  was  proportionate  to  the  size  of 
the  receiver. 
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.¥;•.  Cuoii. — Xo,  sir;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Nagle. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Barrus,  who  has  had 
t-ucli  a  large  experience  in  testing  engines,  what  he  thinks  would 
be  the  saving  in  this  particular  engine  if  the  steam  cylinders  had 
been  steam-jacketed.  For  an  unjacketed  engine  it  is  a  very  low 
water  consumption,  and  I  would  like  to  know  what  he  thinks 
would  be  the  saving,  accounting,  of  course,  for  the  water  contained 
in  the  jacket  if  it  had  been  steam-jacketed. 

Mr.  Barrus. — The  difference  between  the  figures  given  by  Mr. 
Coon  for  the  case  which  he  states,  which  was  14  ^/^  pounds  of 
water  per  horse-power  per  hour,  and  the  quantity  in  this  test, 
which  was  IG^/m,  is  due  largely  in  my  opinion  to  the  use  of  the 
jacket. 

.¥/•.  Nagle. — He  did  not  measure  the  jacket  water. 

Mr.  Barrus. — I  know  he  did  not;  but  that,  as  I  understand,  is 
included  in  the  amount  of  feed  water  given.  I  have  not  very  much 
data  on  the  suVjjoct.  I  made  a  test  on  a  high-pressure  engine  of 
small  size  in  wliicli  the  cylinder  was  jacketed,  and  the  use  of  the 
jackets  saved  about  4  per  cent.  The  difference  between  16^/io  and 
14Vio  would  be  about  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  Nagle. — The  water  should  have  been  measured  in  the  jacket 
to  make  that  of  any  value. 

Mr.  Barrus. — I  should  like  to  add  to  the  discussion  that  the 
relative  horse-power  developed  in  the  two  cylinders  in  the  case 
cited  in  the  paper — or,  rather,  that  the  difference  in  power  devel- 
oped by  the  two  cylinders — was  about  78  horse-power.  Supplement- 
ary tests  were  made  to  determine  what  the  difference  would  be 
when  the  low-pressure  cylinder  was  made  to  cut  off  at  an  earlier 
point.  An  earlier  cut-off  here  causes  an  increase  in  the  back  pres- 
sure of  the  high-pressure  cylinder,  that  is,  the  receiver  pressure, 
and  both  cylinders  are  therefore  affected  by  the  change.  The  cut- 
off was  shortened  so  as  to  increase  the  receiver  pressure  about 
4  pounds,  the  original  pressure  being  6.4  pounds  above  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  difference  in  power  developed  by  the  two 
cylinders  was  reduced  to  about  30  horse-power.  No  feed  water 
test  was  made  to  determine  the  true  economical  effect  produced, 
but  the  cards  were  measured  for  steam  consumption,  and  these 
showed  practically  the  same  economy. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Coon's  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  the  peculiar 
form  of  the  exhaust  line  of  the  high-pressure  cylinder,  a  little 
study   shows   that  this   cylinder   begins   to   exhaust   about  the   time 
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tlif  i-iit-olV  takes  j)lace  in  the  low-pressure  cylinder.  Consequently 
the  steam  exhausts  into  a  closed  space  and  the  pressure  rises. 
The  low-pressure  begins  to  take  steam  about  the  centre  of  the 
high-pressure  stroke.  From  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the  return 
stroke,  the  liigh-pressure  cylinder  is  therefore  exhausting  into  a 
rapidly  enlarging  space,  and  the  pressure  falls. 

The  question  raised  by  Mr.  Cobb  as  to  the  effect  of  different 
loads  on  the  form  of  the  diagrams  is  well  answered  by  Mr.  Coon. 
Examination  of  the  diagrams  from  the  engine  in  question  taken  with 
various  loads  (which  has  been  made  since  the  meeting)  shows 
that  the  only  apparent  effect  produced  by  a  change  of  load,  besides 
the  necessary  change  of  cut-off  in  the  high-pressure  cylinder,  was 
j  a  change  in  the  back  pressure   of  the  high-pressure  cylinder,  and 

a  corresponding  change  in  the  initial  pressure  of  the  low-pressure 
cylinder,  and  the  consequent  new  position  taken  by  the  steam  end 
expansion  lines.  All  the  general  features  of  the  diagrams  remained 
the  same. 
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THE   DISTniBUTWN    OF    STEAM    IN    THE    STBOXG 
LOCOMOTIVE. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  writer  desires  to  state  at  the  outset  that  this  paper  is  written 
at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Society.  He  regrets  that  he 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  experiment  exhaustively  with  the 
Strong  locomotives  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  (Xos.  383  and 
444),  but  there  is  more  or  less  propriety  in  his  preparing  a  paper 
upon  this  subject,  because  he  has  had  the  opportunity  of  watching 
the  development  of  the  Strong  locomotive  from  its  inception; 
was  the  first  person  to  make  tests  of  efficiency  in  comparison  with 
common  locomotives  by  means  of  the  indicator  [only]  ;  has  taken 
several  hundred  cards  from  the  locomotive  Xo.  383,  fitted  with  the 
Strong  valve  gear  and  a  common  boiler,  and  has  ridden  many  hun- 
dreds of  miles  thereon,  at  different  times,  during  two  years. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  E.  D.  Leavitt,  Jr.,*  he  has  access 
to  data  collected  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Coon,*  under  the  general  super- 
vision .of  Mr.  Leavitt,  of  which  some  at  the  time  of  writing 
have  been  published,  and  many  have  not.  He  regrets  that  he 
has  not  been  directly  concerned  with  the  collection  of  all  the  data 
to  which  reference  will  be  made,  but  is  pleased  to  notice  that 
deductions  from  Mr.  Coon's  data  confirm  conclusions  from  his 
own  experiments.  An  author  must  always  regret  that  he  is 
obliged  to  use  other  persons'  experiences,  but  in  this  connection 
he  wishes  to  express  his  high  regard  for  Mr.  Coon's  accomplish- 
ments as  an  observer,  and  particularly  for  his  skill  as  a  manipu- 
lator of  the  steam  engine  indicator,  about  which  there  is  so  much 
incapacity  in  general. 

In  this  paper  refei'cnce  will  be  made  to  seven  locomotives,  viz. : 
Xo.  444,  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  fitted  with  the  Strong  boiler, 
valve  gear  and  cylinders;  Xo.  383,  Lehigli  Valley  Railroad,  fitted 

*Member  of  the  Society. 
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witli  iiu  ordinary  boiler  for  burning  anthracite  coal,  and  the  Strong 
valve  gear  and  cylinders;  Xo.  357,  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad,  fitted 
with  an  ordinary  anthracite-burning  boiler,  and  the  Stephenson 
link  motion  and  D  valves,  with  De  Lancy's  balancing  device;  No. 
158,  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad,  similar  to  No.  357 
above:  No.  169  Central  E.  R.  of  New  Jersey,  similar  to  No.  357; 
No.  129,  Boston  &  Albany  Eailroad,  a  bituminous  coal  burner,  with 
an  ordinary  boiler  and  Stephenson  link  motion  and  D  valves;  and 
finally  a  locomotive  of  the  London,  Brighton  &  South  Coast  Rail- 
way, England,  fitted  with  an  ordinary  bituminous  coal-burning 
boiler  and  a  Stephenson  valve  gear,  working  directly  on  the  valve 
stems,  and  D  valves.  But  slight  reference  will  be  made  to  the 
last  three. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  consideration  of  the  qualities  and  per- 
formances of  the  new  locomotives,  a  brief  description  of  their  valve 
gears  and  cylinders  is  necessary,  and  here  it  is  worthy  of  note  that 
they  form  the  only  departure  of  importance  since  the  days  of  the 
Stephensons  and  the  "  Rocket." 

The  new  valve  movement  is  originated  by  an  eccentric  for  each 
cylinder  on  the  driving  axle,  which  eccentric  has  an  ordinary  strap 
and  rod  moving  in  a  vertical  plane  and  giving  motion  to  the  steam 
inlet  valves,  of  which  there  are  two  to  each  cylinder.  Alongside 
of  this  eccentric  rod  is  another  similar  rod  which  is  free  to  move 
independently  in  a  vertical  plane,  its  rear  end  being  articulated 
with  a  pin  passing  through  the  strap  at  a  point  as  near  the  eccen- 
tric as  possible  (Fig.  359).  It  is  thus  seen  that  one  eccentric  and 
its  strap  give  motion  to  two  systems  of  valve  links,  one  being 
utilized  for  the  steam  inlet,  and  the  other  for  the  steam  exliaust, 
the  main  eccentric  rod  actuating  the  inlet  valves  as  above  men- 
tioned. The  end  of  each  rod  farthest  from  the  axle  is  connected 
by  a  link  to  the  horizontal  arm  of  a  bell-crank  rocker,  the  vertical 
arm  of  each  being  articulated  to  a  rod  which  passes  forward  to  the 
cylinders.  From  a  point  on  each  eccentric  rod,  intermediate 
between  its  ends,  a  connection  passes  vertically  to  a  block,  which, 
by  means  of  a  lever  in  the  cab  and  a  reach-rod  for  each  block,  can 
be  moved  back  and  forth  on  a  quadrant.  Thus  the  point  of  cut-off 
can  be  varied,  the  engine  reversed,  and  the  steam  valves  handled 
independently  of  the  exhaust. 

Tlie  intermediate  point,  before  mentioned,  on  each  eccentric  rod, 
is  so  taken  that  when  the  sliding  block  is  in  mid-position  the  verti- 
cal vibration  of  the  outer  end  of  the  rod  is  just  sufficient  to  move 
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the  valves  in  each  directiou  tlic  sum  of  the  lap  and  lead,  and  the 
engine  would  go  equally  well  in  either  direction.  When  the 
sliding  block  is  moved  either  forward  or  backward,  the  inclined 
curved  movement  of  the  lower  end  of  the  vertical  link  attached 
thereto  so  modifies  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  motion  of  the 
outer  end  of  the  eccentric  rod  as  to  determine  whether  the  engine 
shall  go  forward  or  backward.  It  also  changes  the  point  of  cut-off, 
and,  unfortunately,  the  port  opening.  The  valve  gear  thus  has  the 
fault  of  all  reversing  constant  motion  valve  gears,  viz.,  to  reduce 
the  port  opening  when  cutting  off  early.  The  gear  possesses  the 
important  virtue,  however,  of  permitting  the  exhaust  ports  to  open 
fully  at  all  times.  The  e.xhaust  lever  in  the  cab  is  always  at  one 
extreme  end  of  tlie  quadrant,  and  is  never  "hooked  up"  like  the 
steam  inlet  lever,  except  slightly  to  change  the  compression.  There 
are  two  notches  close  together  on  each  end  of  the  exhaust  quadrant 
in  the  cab,  and  one  in  the  middle. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  motions  of  the  bell  cranks  are  derived 
from  the  vertical  motions  of  the  ends  of  the  eccentric  rods. 

The  valve  gear  can,  of  course,  have  any  inclination  to  a  horizon- 
tal line.  The  words  "  horizontal  "  and  "  vertical,"  as  here  employed, 
must  be  taken  with  due  allowance,  as  they  are  used  for  conven- 
ience. 

The  rods  wiiicli  proceed  forward  from  the  vertical  arms  pf  the 
bell  cranks  impart  motion  to  the  cylinder  valve  gear,  which  is  the 
most  characteristic  feature  of  the  system.  It  might  receive  its 
motion  from  any  of  the  well-known  link  motions,  but  its  function 
is  to  convert  an  ordinary  eccentric  motion  into  one  having  impor- 
tant and  elegant  qualities.  By  means  of  it,  a  gridiron  valve,  having 
an  enormous  port  area,  moves  with  so  slight  a  resistance  that, 
without  any  balancing  device,  the  levers  are  handled  with  ease, 
and  the  parts  move  without  apparent  effort — qualities  possessed  in 
general  only  by  cam  or  trip-motion  valve  gears.  (Plate  IX.,  Figs. 
245,  250.) 

The  steam  valves,  after  closing  and  getting  their  lap,  which  they 
do  with  ease,  as  there  is  steam  of  liigh  pressure  on  both  sides  of 
them,  remain  nearly  quiet  until  they  are  partially  balanced  by 
compression,  when  they  easily  open.  The  exhaust  valves,  of  course, 
close  without  resistance,  and  they  remain  closed  until  the  steam  has 
expanded  nearly  to  the  terminal  pressure,  when  they,  in  turn,  easily 
open.  This  peculiar  motion  is  caused  by  a  two-armed  rocker  and  a 
short   link   in   connection  with   the   valve   stem.     An   examination 
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of  the  diagrams  annexed  will  make  this  matter  clear.     (Plates  IX. 
to  XII.) 

The  fact  that  these  valves  need  no  balancing  device  is  much  in 
favor  of  economical  steam  consumption,  as  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  all  balancing  devices  perform  their  function  bj-  steady 
or  at  least  intermittent  leaking,  thus  allowing  steam  to  enter  the 
cylinder  without  working  expansively,  and  also  allowing  it  to  pass 
directly  out  of  doors  through  the  exhaust  port.  The  writer  has  the 
liest  reasons  for  believing  this  to  be  true. 

Continuing  the  description  of  the  \alve  gear,  the  valves  are 
vertically  working  Hat  plates  of  cast  iron  with  numerous  transverse 
ports  separated  by  bridges  having  a  form  of  least  resistance,  each 
port  being  -l-';s  inches  by  %  inch,  and  for  an  18-inch  cylinder  being 
nine  in  number.  These  valves  slide  upon  seats  similarly  perforated. 
The  seats  are  turned  and  fitted  into  bored  enlargements  of  the 
steam  passages  to  and  from  the  cylinders,  there  being  no  steam 
<  best  in  the  ordinary  sense.  The  seats  are  held  in  place  by  a  sin- 
gle bolt  in  the  bottom.  The  steam  passages  are  remarkably  free 
from  changes  in  direction,  and  present  slight  obstruction  to  the  flow 
of  steam. 

Any  disturbance  of  the  quality  of  the  valve  motion  from  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  axle  is  prevented  by  mounting  that  portion  of  the 
gear  about  the  axle  in  a  frame,  which  is  carried  by  the  axle  box, 
and  which  therefore  rises  and  falls  wdth  it. 

It  has  been  urged  against  the  Strong  valve  gear  that,  as  the 
travel  of  the  valves  is  small,  the  accumulation  of  lost  motions  of  the 
joints  would  seriously  place  the  valves  out  of  position,  causing 
unequal  cut-offs  and  lame  exhausts.  This,  however,  can  never  be 
urged  by  a  person  who  has  studied  the  valve  gear,  for  it  is  not  true. 
If  there  should  be  a  total  lost  motion  of  V,s  inch  from  the  axle  to 
tlie  outer  joint  of  the  rockers  on  the  cylinders,  this  error  w-ould  be 
reduced  to  V32  inch  when  it  reached  the  valves,  by  the  mechanism 
above  them,  when  in  the  most  unfavorable  position,  and  to  0  when 
in  the  most  favorable,*  which  is  a  far  better  result  than  can  be- 
secured  with  the  D  valve. 

An  incidental  advantage  of  the  valve  gear  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  cut-ott's  and  exhaust  can  be  equalized,  without  moving  the  eccen- 
trics, by  simply  adjusting  the  lengths  of  the  rods  connecting  with 
the  cylinder  valve  gears.  This,  of  course,  would  somewhat  affect 
the  lead  and  port  opening. 

•.-Vt  the  position  of  cutting  off  the  error  would  be  ^<  inch. 
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We  now  properly  come  to  comparisons  between  the  new  and  or- 
dinary ( Stephenson  link)  valve  gears,  the  latter  working  a  D 
valve.' 

The  new  gear  gives  a  constant  lead  to  the  steam  and  exhaust 
valves,  while  the  other,  with  the  usual  length  of  eccentric  rods,  in- 
creases the  lead  from  0  to  about  i/i  inch.  x\mong  railway  master 
mechanics  there  are  many  who  believe  that  an  increase  of  lead 
with  an  increase  of  speed  is  advantageous,  because  it  assists  in  ab- 
sorbing the  increasing  force  of  inertia  of  the  reciprocating  parts. 
Such  a  belief  is  doubtless  confined  to  those  persons  who  have  had 
no  e.xperience  with  a  constant-lead  valve  gear,  and  who  have  an 
exaggerated  idea  of  the  amount  of  the  force  of  inertia  referred  to. 
They  overlook  the  fact  that  since  back  pressure  increases  with  an 
increase  of  speed,  the  steam  trapped  in  by  the  closure  of  the  ex- 
haust is  of  a  greater  tension  the  greater  the  speedy  and  that  there- 
fore the  resistance  to  the  piston,  due  to  compression,  is  increased. 
Thus  the  absorption  of  momentum  is  automatically  accomplislied 
by  a  gear  with  a  constant  lead  and  constant  exhaust  closure.  The 
absorption  of  momentum  will  again  be  considered  when  discussing 
compression. 

Except  as  a  means  of  securing  a  large  port  opening  in  the  early 
part  of  the  piston  stroke,  lead  is  worse  than  useless  on  any  engine 
having  compression,  particularly  if  the  compression  is  adjustable, 
as  is  the  case  with  the  new  engine.  Belief  in  tlie  need  of  an  in- 
crease of  lead  with  an  increase  of  speed  can  quickly  be  dispelled  by 
riding  on  engines  Nos.  383  and  444. 

In  the  new  locomotive  the  pre-release  does  not  change  with  a 
change  in  the  point  of  cut-otT,  and  therefore  in  general  with  an  in- 
crease of  speed.  In  the  ordinary  locomotive  earlier  release  with 
earlier  cut-off  is  a  fortunate  property,  in  order  that  the  exhaust 
can  have  time  to  escape  througli  the  contracted  and  tortuous  pas- 
sages, and  thus  enable  the  engine  to  attain  a  high  speed;  but  with 
a  valve  gear,  such  as  the  new,  which  always  opens  the  exhaust 
ports  wide,  this,  as  well  -as  much  pre-release,  is  unnecessary.  With 
the  new  gear  the  steam  is  expanded  to  the  last  inch  of  stroke  of  the 
piston,  notwithstanding  which  the  pressure  falls  cjuickly,  and  in 
general  the  back  pressure  is  some  two-thirds  or  three-quarters  that 
of  the  link-motion  engine,  or  even  less.  The  writer  has  known  it 
to  be  but  one-half  that  of  a  link  motion  engine  of  the  same  size  as 
the  Strong  engine,  No.  383,  when  worldng  under  almost  identical 
conditions  with  the  latter.     These  favorable  results  have  not,  how- 
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ever,  been  realized  I'roiii  engine  No.  441,  but  those  obtained  thus 
far  are  superior  when  the  speed  and  quantity  of  steam  to  be  ex- 
hausted, or  in  other  words  when  the  work  done,  is  considered.  For 
example,  locomotive  Xo.  169,  Central  R.  E.  of  N.  J.,  when  making 
320  revolutions  per  minute,  showed  20  lbs.  of  back  pressure,  while 
Xo.  -144  at  32G  revolutions  showed  a  pound  or  two  less.  At  these 
times  Xo.  169  was  cutting  otf  at  srs  inches,  and  showed  an  initial  press- 
uie  of  19  lbs.  below  boiler  pressure,  while  Xo.  444  was  cutting  off 
about  two  inches  later,  and  showed  an  initial  pressure  some  4  lbs. 
only  below  boiler  pressure,  which  itself  was  30  lbs.  above  that  of  Xo. 
169.  This  is  a  creditable  showing.  Xo.  169  has  shown  a  back 
pressure  of  23  lbs.  when  cutting  off  at  10  inches. 

Again,  locomotive  Xo.  158,  D.,  L.  &  W.  E.  E.,  made  181  revo- 
lutions, cut  off  at  about  10  in.,  and  showed  IT  lbs.  of  back  pressure, 
wliile  the  boiler  pressure  was  135  lbs.,  and  the  initial  pressure  128 
lbs.,  and  the  pre-release  some  15  per  cent,  of  the  stroke.  It  is 
claimed  by  persons  specially  interested  in  locomotive  Xo.  444  that 
its  large  back  pressure  was  due  to  an  unnecessarily  small  exhaust 
nozzle  which  could  not  be  changed  under  the  circumstances.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  nozzle  was  that  used  for  mountain 
work,  while  the  run  in  question  was  on  a  level,  and  very  fast.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  engine  needs  no  excuse  from  its  friends. 

Whoever  looks  for  small  back  pressure  from  a  locomotive  when 
running  fast  and  developing  great  power,  is  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment, no  matter  what  tj'pe  of  valve  gear  is  used,  for  back  pressure 
must  always  be  the  means  of  creating  draft.  Xo  slight  amount  of 
energy  is  needed  for  this  purpose,  when  an  engine  is  indicating 
from  600  to  1,810  horse  power,  the  latter  being  the  greatest  power 
ever  developed  by  a  locomotive. 

Back  pressure  automatically  adjusts  itself  to  the  needs  of  the 
occasion  in  the  most  admirable  iiumner.  It  may  be  reduced  by 
greater  perfection  of  details,  but  will  never  vanish  until  the  engine 
is  motionless. 

In  the  new  locomotive  the  point  of  exhaust  closure  does  not 
change  with  a  change  in  the  point  of  cut-off.  It  is  easy  to  show 
that  comparatively  slight  compression  at  ordinary  speeds  is  sufficient 
to  arrest  the  motion  of  the  piston,  piston  rod,  crosshead,  and  con- 
necting rod.  When  the  crank  pin  of  a  2  l-inch  stroke  engine  is 
passing  the  dead  point  at  300  revolutions  per  minute,  the  normal  ac- 
celeration of  the  pin  is  986  ft.  per  second,  and  if  the  parts  just  enu- 
merated should  weigii  946  lbs.  the  force  of  inertia  (centrifugal  force)  is 
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986  —  =  ,28,948  lbs.,  wliifh  would  be  equaled  by  a  pressure  of  103 

9 
lbs.  per  square  inch  on  a  19-inch  piston.     This  can  easily  be  realized 
by  compression,  and  the  computation  shows  how  entirely  unneces- 
sary lead  is,  except  for  the  reason  previously   stated,   even  at  the 
highest  speeds. 

Excessive  compression  would  probably  never  lift  an  unbalanced 
D  valve  from  its  seat,  but  a  balanced  valve  might  be  so  lifted,  in 
which  case  steam  would  escape  from  the  chest  into  the  atmosphere. 
In  the  case  of  the  new  valve  gear,  in  common  with  all  4-valve  en- 
gines, the  exhaust  valves  can  never  be  forced  from  their  seats,  but 
are  all  the  more  firmly  seated  by  compression.  The  inlet  valves 
•only  could  lift,  in  which  case  the  steam  would  pass  back  to  the 
boiler  and  be  saved.  This  feature  may  be  a  source  of  considerable 
economy  in  the  new  locomotive. 

As  the  valves  of  the  new  gear  move  vertically,  they  do  not  wear 
upon  the  seats  when  the  engine  is  running  without  steam. 

With  a  19-inch  Strong  locomotive  the  port  area  is  31^,0  square 
inches,  or  11  per  cent,  of  the  piston  area,  while  a  19-inch  D  valve 
engine  ordinarily  has  about  7^/2  per  cent,  of  port  area,  or  the  former 
is  nearly  IV2  times  the  latter.  Xotwithstanding  this,  the  clearance 
volume  of  the  new  cylinder  is  only  87  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  old 
one,  being  respectively  6.;58  and  7.35  per  cent,  of  the  piston  displace- 
ments. 

The  port  edges  compare  in  length  as  2^/^  to  1  in  favor  of  the  new 
■engine,  which  is  very  advantageous.  The  areas  of  rubbing  sur- 
faces of  tlie  valves  are  about  as  2  to  1  in  favor  of  the  new  device. 
We  should  consequently  expect  the  gridiron  valves  to  wear  well 
and  to  keep  tight  longer  than  the  D  valve — a  result  which  has  been 
realized  in  stationary  practice.  The  writer  is  familiar  with  grid- 
iron valves  in  stationary  engines  which  have  been  kept  tight  for  so 
many  years  (16)  without  being  faced,  that  he  feels  warranted  in 
concluding  that  they  will  never  leak.  Being  long  and  thin,  they 
■can  bend  over  a  valve  seat  which  has  been  curved  by  expansion 
and  contraction. 

In  the  new  engine  the  exhaust  passages  are  much  more  direct  to 
the  chimney  than  in  the  common  engine. 

Many  advantages  of  the  new  valve  gear  have  been  dwelt  upon, 
but  tlicre  is  still  remaining  to  be  considered  one  of  the  greatest 
importance,  viz. :  the  capacity  of  the  Strong  cylinder  to  perform 
work.     The  writer  regrets  that  he  has  not  in  his  possession  many 
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cards  from  the  old  ami  new  types  taken  under  nearly  identieal  con- 
ditions, but  fortunately  he  has  enough  such  to  enable  him  to  draw 
remarkable  conclusions. 

Cards  X.  (Fig.  173),  are  moderate  speed  cards,  and  their 
areas  are.  when  reduced  to  the  same  scale,  as  follows:  3.57  and 
1.98  or  1.3  to  1.  The  speeds  and  initial  pressures  are  the  same, 
and  the  points  of  cut-off,  being  at  9  in.  for  the  Strong  engine 
and  at  lO'/g  in.  for  the  link-motion  engine,  are  more  favorable 
for  tlie  latter.  For  cards  at  the  faster  speed  of  44  miles  per 
hour,  the  areas  are  as  1.92  to  1.50,  being  1.3  to  1  in  favor  of  the 
new  engine.  This  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  at  44  miles  per 
hour  a  Strong  cylinder  161/^  inches  in  diameter  can  do  as  much 
work  as  an  ordinary  cylinder  of  19  inches  in  diameter.  As,  how- 
ever, at  this  speed  the  initial  cylinder  pressure  of  the  link-motion 
engine  is  usually  some  10  or  12  pounds  below  boiler  pressure, 
while  that  of  the  other  is  only  some  4  pounds  below,  the  disparity 
is  even  greater,  and  may  be  li^  to  1.  At  a  speed  of  50  miles  an 
hour,  the  cards  are  like  Fig.  Z  (Fig.  181),  the  ratio  being  1.35 
to  1.  In  this  respect,  viz.,  cylinder  capacity  to  perform  work, 
the  advantage  of  the  new  engine  is  more  apparent  the  higher 
the  speed,  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  ratio  reached 
1.7  to  1  at  60  to  65  miles  per  hour,  which  is  equivalent  to  say- 
ing that  in  that  case  a  14-inch  Strong  cylinder  woidd  equal  an 
18-inch  common  cylinder,  or  an  18-inch  Strong  cylinder  would 
equal  a  23%-inch  common  cylinder.  The  cards  presented  as  evi- 
dence of  the  truth  of  these  claims  cannot  be  regarded  as  con- 
clusive with  reference  to  the  particular  numerical  quantities  given, 
because  no  cards  can  be  found  in  the  writer's  collection  of  several 
hundreds,  which  were  taken  under  identically  the  same  conditions. 
It  cannot  be  stated  how  much  of  the  effect  is  due  to  size  of  throt- 
tle valve  or  steam  pipe,  and  how  much  to  the  inherent 
qualities  of  the  valve  gear.  Great  pains  were  taken  in  selecting 
the  cards  for  comparison,  and  in  each  case  it  is  believed  that  the 
link-motion  engine  has  received  the  more  favorable  treatment, 
either  as  to  position  of  throttle,  point  of  cut-off  or  speed,  so  that 
the  claim  is  understated.  With  reference  to  the  claim  at  CO  miles 
per  hour,  viz.,  1.7  to  1,  the  writer  has  no  cards  from  either  class 
of  engines,  at  present,  taken  at  that  speed.  The  claim  is  based 
upon  a  careful  study  of  early  cut-off  cards  at  high  speeds,  at  dif- 
ferent times.  Everybody  knows  that  the  typical  link-motion 
card  under  these  conditions  is  a  thin  crescent,  while  the   Strong 
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card  is  never  sucli.  See  card  Xo.  33  (Fig.  202).  This  superior- 
ity of  the  new  engine  is  not  wholly  due  to  the  new  valve  gear  per 
se,  but  to  easy,  large  steam  passages,  the  facility  for  making 
wliich  the  gear  offers  to  the  designer. 

If  these  conclusions  are  correct,  and  they  cannot  be  gainsaid, 
this  feature  alone,  independent  of  economy  in  coal  and  water  con- 
sumption, should  place  the  Strong  or  some  similar  locomotive, 
even  if  provided  with  an  ordinary  boiler,  if  it  could  furnish  the 
needed  steam,  far  in  advance  of  the  common  type  of  locomotive 
for  conducting  a  heavy  fast  passenger  or  freight  traffic;  and 
the  i-esults  are  due,  as  already  implied,  to  the  high  initial  pressure, 
the  fuller  steam  line,  the  late  release,  the  low  back  pressure  and 
tlie  late  compression. 

Such  qualities  enabled  engine  Xo.  444  to  draw  on  a  level  twelve 
cars  weighing  740,000  pounds,  or,  with  engine  and  tender.  952,000 
pounds,  from  a  start  to  a  dead  stop  ten  and  eiglit-tenths  miles 
(lOVio  miles)  in  eleven  (11)  minutes.  (See  the  statement  of  Supt. 
M.  C.  Kimberly,  Xorthern  Pacific  Railway.) 

Having  enumerated,  in  considerable  detail,  the  advantages  of 
the  new  valve  gear  over  the  common  type,  some  results  obtained 
in  actual  ser\ice  will  be  noted. 

Figs.  146  to  153  shows  a  number  of  cards  taken  (except  No.  6)  by 
the  writer  from  engine  No.  383  on  the  Leliigh  Valley  R.  E.  on 
October  28,  1885.  Cards  Nos.  1  to  5  inclusive  were  taken  on  the 
12  M.  traiu  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Wilkesbarre,  with  the  throttle 
only  four-sevenths  open,  and  consequently  the  initial  pressures  are 
much  below  boiler  pressures.  They  were  taken  with  great  care, 
and  with  the  unusual  arrangement  of  the  indicator  placed  at  one 
end  of  the  cylinder,  with  the  shortest  possible  connection  to  the 
cylinder,  wliich  the  writer  regards  as  the  only  means  of  really 
securing  accurate  results.  The  cards  were  fully  as  smooth  as 
shown,  and  were  almost  entirely  free  from  signs  of  a  sticky  indi- 
cator. They  do  not  show  the  engine  at  her  best,  because  the 
engineer  could  not  be  induced  to  run  with  a  full  throttle.  The 
steam  line  is  fairly  full,  considering  the  throttling,  and  the  card 
is  well  filled  out  at  the  compression  line,  which  is  a  valuable  feat- 
ure, because  it  points  to  great  cylinder  capacity.  The  liack  pres- 
sure does  not  rise  above  7  pounds  at  its  lowest  point.  The 
average  consumption  of  dry  saturated  steam  is  21Vio  pounds  per 
I.H.P.  per  hour.     Figs.  151  to  153  are  merely  illustrative  cards. 

In  Figs.  154  to  169  cards  are  shown,  taken  by  the  writer  from 
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(1^) 
Steam,  155. 

Revs.  86  =  17  m.  per  hour. 
M.  K  P..  91.2. 
I.  H.  P.,  539, 

(IB) 


Miles  per  hour,  23. 

M.  E.  P.,  78. 

I.  H.  P.,  600. 

Water  by  card,  21  lbs.  per  I.  H.  Pj 

per  hour. 
Load.  9  cars  =  463,000  lbs. 
Orade,  9  feet  per  mile. 
Spring,  100. 


Fig.  141 


(2) 
Steam,  145. 
Revs.,  115. 
Miles  per  hour,  23. 
M.  E.  P.,  64  2. 
I.  H.  P..  508. 
Load,  9  car3  -  453.000  lbs. 


Water  by  card,  20^  lbs.  per  I.  H.  P. 

per  hour. 
Grade.  9  feet  per  mile. 
Cut  otf,  8  inches. 
Throttle  4-7  open. 
Spring,  100. 
(One  car  switched  off.) 
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(3.) 

Throttle  4-7  open. 
iSteam,  150. 
Revs,  per  mill.,  200. 
Miles  per  hour,  41. 


M.  E.  P.,  53. 
I.  H.  P.,  725. 
Water  by  card,  22  lbs.  per  I. 

per  hour. 
Load,  8  cai-a  =  410.000  lbs. 
Grade,  34  ft.  per  mile. 


Pig.   149. 


(■i) 
Throttle  4-7  opeD. 
Steam,  145. 
Revs.,  175  per  min. 
Miles  per  hour,  36. 
M.  E.  P.,  53.3. 


I.  H.  P..  633.  ^   „    ^ 

Water  by  caid,  21  lbs.  per  I.  H.  P. 

per  hoar. 
Load,  8  cars. 
Grade,  34  ft.  per  mile. 
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(5) 
Steam,  — . 
Revs,  per  min.,  175. 
Miles  per  hour,  35. 
M.E.P.,  49*. 
I.  H.  P.,  595. 


Water  by  card,  22i  lbs.  per  I.  H.  P. 

per  hour. 
Load,  8  cars. 
Grade,  34  ft.  per  mile. 
Throttle  4-7  open. 
Spring,  100. 


Conditions  unknown.     8o  spring. 


About  8o  ^.evi.  lOO  spring. 
Taken  on  s:d:nir  near  'Ro-Aud  house,  after  trip. 
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Sfuift  on  trial  trip,  with  ^  Coal  cars 
22j  'Revs,  fer  min.      ^j  miles  per  hoTt^r, 
gcQ  ft.  of  piston  speed  per  minute.  80  spring. 


Time,  4.52  p-m. 
Steam  (?) 
Revs..  86. 
Throttle,  S. 
L  H.  P.,  57.1 
Cut-off,  121^  in. 
Grade,  75.5  ft. 


4.55  p.m. 
Sleuni.  1S5. 
RevB.,  116. 
Throttle,  8. 
I.  H.  P..  666. 
Cut  off  (?) 
Grade.  75.5. 
Water,  *1.6  lbs. 
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Throltle,  8. 
I.  U    P.,  T39 
Chi  off  (*) 
Grade,  75.5  f 


Cutoff  If) 
Grade.  M.3  ft. 
Water.  25.0  Ibf 
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5.10  p.m. 
Steam.  137. 
Revs.,  178. 
Throttle,  a 
I,  a  p.,  824. 
Cut-off  (?) 
Grade,  53.3  ft. 
Water,  24.8  lbs. 


S3  miles  per  hour. 


5.12p.m. 
Steam,  135. 
Revs.,  166. 
Throttle,  8. 
I.  H.  P.,T39. 
Cut-off  (?) 
Grade,  53.3  ft. 
Water,  25  lbs. 


6.15  p.  m. 
Steam,  137. 
Revs.,  181. 
Rhrottle,  8- 
I.  H.  S.,  786. 
Cutroff  (?) 
Gradr  53.3  ft. 
Water,  25.2  lbs. 
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5.17  p.m. 
Steam,  1S5. 
Revs..  ISl. 
Throttle.  S. 
I.  H.  P..  799. 
Cut  off  (?> 
Grade,  M.3  ft. 
Water, -JI.S  lbs. 


Throttle.  S. 
1.  H.  P..  T19. 
Cat  off  i;i 
Grade.  53.3  ft. 
Water,  25.5.  lbs 


Throttle,  8. 
I.  H.  P..  678. 
Cut  off  (?) 
Grade,  13.7  ft 
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Throttle,  8. 
I.  H  P.,  662. 
Cutoff  (?) 


«.20  p.m.  a] 
Steam.  1.3,5. 

Bev9.  ara.  or  53 

miles  pr.lrour. 
Throttle,  8  or 


Revs  ■i75,i't)or 
Thmtlle  '  wide 


Cut  off(y) 
Grade,  27.4 

down. 


48  miles  per  hour. 


Fig.  166. 
.4W  miles  per  1 


Fig.  167. 

53  miles  per  hour. 


Fig.  1C8. 

55  miles  per  nour. 
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BV  16^. 


1/3.6       May  2,  1887. 


R.  L.,  4. 
T.  L.,  9  =  A  open 


J^.I>./69. 


May  3,  1887. 

R.  L'.,  1. 
T.  L.  9  =  3  open. 
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JBl^ 


May  10,  1887. 

23. 

B.  L.,  8. 

T.L.,  13=fopen. 

Speed  about  30  miles 

per  hour  or  150. revs. 


357 

May  9,  1887. 

R.  l",  8. 

Throttle  iHt  open- 

Speed  about  3<1  miles 

per  hour  or  180  rev.i. 

~      38^ 

May  3, 1887. 

8. 

R.  L.,8. 

T.  L.,  10=3  open. 

Speed  about  34  miles 

per  hour  or  170  revs. 


-^■^  /^^ 


Koutza  oy*  oL-r&oLS  /.3-6o  /. 


I 
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B.P.  /65. 


/23.Z 


May  2,  1887 

3. 

■R  L..  4 

T   L..  15  =  fuU. 


:b.p.  /6/. 


Speed  cch-tn rriT^les 

yO&T'  TtOZU.T  £37-  85  TH-VS.  h 


May  10.  1887. 
9 
R.  L.,  6. 
.   13=^*  open. 
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:b.t/7p 


May  10, 1887. 

31. 

R.  L.,  10. 

T.  L.,  5  =r  ^  open. 

Speed  about  37  miles 

per  hour  or  190  revs. 


Cf/.S3 
^  =  2.^15 

\^'b&a,'rrt20.2^U         ^ 
\^e.T  LJf.P  per  Tzoi 


Y 


Cards  from 

383  and  357. 

Throttle  and  B.  P. 

unknown. 

Speed  about  44  mile 

per  hour  or  220  rev; 
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J^-T.ni 


383 

May  2,  1887. 

44. 

R.  L..  10. 

T.L.,8=Aopen. 


-2^ 


May  10, 
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383 


^^ 


May  10.  1SS7. 

R.  L.,  10. 

T.L.  10=7^opci 

Speed  about  37 

miles  per  hour. 

or  185  revs. 


TyptccLl  th-rotiUd  hzc^h  speech  ccc-rd. 


May  2,  1887. 

31. 

Throttle  j  open. 

Speed  about  .50  miles  per  hour, 

or  250  revs. 

B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Engine  129. 

JuJy  26,  1882. 

.Throttle  unknown. 

312  revs,  per  minute. 


RoL-iio  ofcc-r^^ccs  Us-io/ 
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Total  I.  H.  P. 594. 4 


fbo 


Boiler  Press... 


Total  I.  n.  P. 561. 6 


//^<y 


Boiler  Press....  149 

M.E.  P 48.7 

Speed 21.95 

Rev in. 9 

Total  I.  H.  P...437 
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ta-s 


Boiler  Prc-ss...  145 

ME    P 45 

Speed 44.7(t 

Rev 840.5 

Total  I.  U.  P.833.8 
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12^ 


f&iS' 


/5^ 


9 


Boiler  Pres*  . .  171 

M.  E.  1' 5S.'.I 

SSpecd 40.44 

Kev 206.S 

Total  I.  H.  P.834.G 

Boiler  Press 165 

M.  E.  P 51.8 

liollor  Press     .152 

M.  K    P 101  Q 

SpcL.1 19  48 

H.-v   98  7 

•Ictal  I.  II.  P.76J  4 
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/57 


-JO 


/SI 


21. 


Boiler  Press..   .151 

?I.  E.  P 63.7 

Speed 29.51 

Rev    149.7 

.Totall.  H.  P.744.8 

Boiler  Press....  151 

M.E.  P 48.5 

Speed 36.3ii 

Rev  1S4.5 

Total  I.  H.  P.69S.8 


^^i- 


12 
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B.I^  /S6 


Fig.  194. 

JB.P./eo 


Fig.  195. 
JB.P/60 


R.  L..  10. 
T  L. 
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3.P.  /65 


FiQ.  200. 

:b.p.  /&6 
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Fig.  204. 


THE  DISTKIBUTIOX   OF  STEAM    IX  THE   STRON'G   LOCOMOTIVE.      587 


^.  J?  /SO 


T-ijOX^T  err'  /-^O  - 


T.59.Zif- 


B.P/5^ 


/Sjoeed  cLht.SO-rrxtZes p^y 


/S^oeeo?  cubi.  ZO-rrtiZes  per- hovc-r-  or-  /OO  t^&VS. 


P.  97.6 
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S/DGGcZ  <yJht,.3€  yrx.z,Zss  yoerr- 


J£.P.  /£/ 


S/oe&cZ  cx,7y6.30'7'T^z2.€^ po^y 


^.P/5^ 


6^eec£  ccbt-SO-rr-izZes 
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B.7^/^^ 


27. 

R.L.B. 

1  ^^v^  Tzazj-T  o-r 

/80  Te-DS^^^y^^ 

C        L'2.8o  J 

Fig.  212. 

^.JD/A7 


/Speed  cxJyt.^'-i'm.Tilespzr' 
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Bo  -"i  I.e.')-  P'T&ssi^'ris. 

Jle.'D.  ■ce-^  'm^-L-T^xx.-ie 
M.E.T.  f-7'o^t 
M.E.P  an~cc^7^ 

£o  t  le.r'  Pye^ssi^T^^ 
CHGsi 

M-E-P-f-roy^-L 
M.E  P  C^C-'r^T^ 

^o-LZcy  P'rcssx^'T'G. 

CH&s-c 

J^.E.Pf'^a-r-i-L 

Tzi'm.e 

^o'Ci^T'  IP're.ssTu.'re 

Chest 

J^.E-P-f-r-o-nt 
J\d.E.P  crcx.T-L'k. 

PoiiZe'T-  P'T^ess'Tu.'re. 

Ch&s-L 

Pe.v.yo&T  -rrT.-C'i'T.Tustc. 

M-E-Pf-r-o-KL-t 

JM.E.P  CTCX.'^-k. 


THE   DISTRIBUTION   OF  STEAM   IN   THE   STRONG   LOCOMOTIVE. 


Tt-m.^ 

I2.^li-p.-m 

fatter  P-r-essT^'T-e. 

I60 

C?7.GSt 

/U6 

Ji&'t>s.  -pe.f^'rrx-i'rxxu.-ts 

192 

M.E.Pf^^-n.t 

^9.9 

M.K.P.  c-yccrzT^ 

SIJ 

Tt-rr^Q 

Z.3lip-m 

^OZ.  Z.e-7-  F'r^<°SS Z^LTG 

155 

Chest 

1^5 

Ji-ev.  ■pe-r-  -rr-fc-m^te 

2/2 

M.B.P/'^oy^-t 

^0.3 

J\d.  ±L.  P    C7-«,9T,7C 

39.8 

Tt-r^e 

1.15 -p. 'm. 

Bo-LZe-rP'ressz^f^G 

150'' 

Ch^-t 

I^Sl 

H  GTJ.  ■pe.'T  'rrzt'n.z^-ie 

228 

MEPf-ro-rt-t   , 

Z63 

J\d.EP  'ZTCL-n.h 

Z56 

T^-rrT.e 

5f5p->^. 

BaiLl.e.'r-  Po-e^ST^'TG 

/55 

CHcsrL 

1^9 

Ite.'v.  ■pe'T-  TOT.  1.0^1^ Tie 

zog 

ME  Pfy-cD-rvr. 

'3.r 

M  E  P  C-rcy.-r^h 

lU.S 

SCALE  160 

BcTuicc-r,.  ^r^'^lfZ'^Jfotch.^ 
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I 


Rev.252      JI.P2.93.       B.P.J^O* 


JLe-v.B^O      JI.P368.S      3.Pi3^'' 


JIg-v.268.     JJ.P363.       B.PfZS* 


Jie.-v3^0      JI.P^/3.S      B.P/^0* 

Figs.   tli-l1~. 
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1^€Z>.32.0.         JJ_pj^^2..      JB.I^/37.* 


Rev  368         jij^u^Te     BPISS." 


Jiez>.36S.  jcfjD^/^^       JB.H /SS* 


Jl&v  390  .MP.2^9  B.Pf^e 
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ScclI&  80 


Liradient  1  in  SM  ( 


M.E.P.  32.^0 


1  Chest  Pres...l30 


evs.  per  mil 
iitnfl 


M.E.P  3/.GO 


SleWn Chest  Pres.,.I20 

Speed 50 

Revs  per  minute.  .-2^7.0 

Cutoff. .' l.W 

Gradient  1  in  264  down. 
Totoll.  H.  Pi?/ 
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r.iadi<-m....liii2E4np. 
Tolall.  H.  P 370.3 


Steam  Chen  Pre"..  .110 

Spted 31 

Bev8.  Mr  minute.  199.34 

Cut  off 15S 

Gradient.!  in264down. 
Total  I.  H.  P  ..  .183.43 
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Cyl.//:l^'x/G" 
350  -revs. 
Saccle  SO 


C7yZ.. //f X  /6 ' 

3  SO  -re-vs. 
ScoLleSO 


Por-lG-r-A'LI&'n.  E-r^. 

Z30're<vs. 
S'c.ccIg32 
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Po-rte.'y—A  I  Lenrt  K.'n.Q. 
CyL    I0\20" 


CyL  /2  x2/" 


JloLT^i^-Co-rltss  En.^. 
JO-re-vs 
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30"-<6O"Cct,'rrT.  Kxlve.  GeoL-rJS-rt^. 

58  -r&TJS. 
SQ.cx.Le.  6 O 


Boston  Sewage  Pumping  Eng.  H.  P.  Cyl. 


i-ncrine   Xo.    l'»S   D..  L.  ^:   \V.   R.   II.,  on  the  -1.30   p.m.   train  from 
'^'  - mton    oastward      Scut.     21.     18Sj.       The.    loads    ami     riuulitioiifi 


Jno.  M.  Sweeney. 


fr-Cut  off  Cam. 
:-d-ArTns  of  Rm.'her  d  -  loose  ^ 
c-Doublc  Hook  on  fuU  stroke^ 
/■       "  "     connecting  t\i 

fr-Link  connecting  looso  kno^ 
h  t-Exlmu£t  &  ^ecei^'iug  kuoa 


Figs.  170  to  IS]  give  cards  from  Xo.  383  at  various  cut-offs 
ami  speeds,  as  well  as  comparative  cards  between  Xos.  383 
and    357,   and    Xos.    383    and    129,   of   the    Boston   i^-    Albany    Rail- 


Trans,  Amer.  Soc.  Mech'l  Eno.     Vol.  IX. 


© 


Jno.  M.  Sweeney. 
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I'ligiue  No.  158  D.,  L.  &  W.  K.  R.,  on  tlie  4.20  p.m.  train  from 
Scianton  eastward,  Sept.  21,  1885.  The  loads  and  conditions 
were  similar  to  those  under  which  the  cards  in  figures  14(>  to  150 
were  taken,  and  are  as  follows:  Cylinders  19%  X  24  inches. 
Diameter  driving  wheels,  68  inches.  Load,  7  cars,  weighing 
:i(;0,000  lbs.,  loaded.  Weight  of  locomotive,  95,000  lbs.  Weight 
of  tender,  60,000  lbs.  The  horse  powers  (I.  H.  P.)  given  are  the 
total  for  both  cylinders  on  the  supposition  that  all  mean  effective 
pressures  are  equal.  The  water  given  is  in  pounds  per  I.  H.  P. 
per  hour.  The  cards  (Thompson  Indicator)  are  from  right  cylin- 
der, front  end  only,  using  shortest  pipe  possible,  well  wrapped. 
Siale  of  spring,  80.  The  cut-off  is  apparently  sharper  than  that  of 
Xo.  383,  but  this  is  misleading,  as  it  is  evidently  above  a  theoreti- 
lal  line  drawn  backward  from  the  release  point.  This  is  a  fre- 
i|uent  difficulty  with  indicators,  and  is  due  to  inability,  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  of  the  moving  parts  to  be  responsive  to  sudden 
changes  of  pressure.  The  point  of  cut-off  is  more  defined  on 
account  of  an  80  spring  being  used  instead  of  a  100,  as  in  the 
case  of  Xo.  383.  The  waves  in  the  toes  and  heels  of  the  cards  are 
[jrobably  due  to  recoil  of  the  indicator  drum,  wliich  was  worked 
by  a  string  about  42  inches  long.  In  this  case,  as  before,  the  in- 
ilicator  was  attached  to  the  forward  end  of  the  cylinder,  but  the 
throttle  was  either  wide  open  or  nearly  so.  The  same  indicator 
was  used  in  both  cases. 

The  defects  of  these  cards  (tliose  from  No.  158)  are  such  as  to 
enlarge  their  areas,  but  in  working  them  up  tiieir  points  of  release 
and  compression  were  carefully  sought.  The  steam  consumption 
deduced  is  therefore  too  small.  Taking  it,  however,  as  given  on 
tlie  first  ten  cards,  it  averages  25'^/i„(,  pounds  per  I.H.P.  per  hour, 
or  PVioo  times  that  of  No.  383,  or,  in  otlier  words,  the  consumption 
of  steam  by  Xo.  383  is  86  per  cent,  of  that  of  No.  158.  Selecting 
;i  card  of  Xo.  158  whose  steam  consumption  is  equal  to  the  mean, 
Mild  correcting  its  area  for  imperfections,  the  consumption  rises  to 
■''j'/io  pounds,  and  the  above  percentage  is  reduced  to  82 1^.  The 
most  reliable  card  among  those  taken  by  Mr.  Coon  from  Xo.  383 
gives  a  steam  consumi)tion  of  2OV3  pounds,  while  the  most  reliable 
one  taken  by  him  from  .Xo.  357  gives  24'Vioo  pounds,  making  the 
percentage  82'/, «. 

Figs.  170  to  181  give  cards  from  Xo.  383  at  various  cut-offs 
and  speeds,  as  well  as  comparative  cards  between  Xos.  383 
Mid   357,  and   Xos.  383  and   129,  of  the   Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
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road,  the  latter  being  taken  from  the  Railroad  Gazette*  of  Xovem- 
ber  10,  1882.    The  spring  of  the  indicator  is  an  SO-pound  one. 

Figs.  182  to  185  (cards  1  to  4)  were  taken  from  engine  444; 
cards  o  to  8  (Figs.  186  to  189)  were  taken  from  engine  383;  and 
cards  9  to  12  (Figs.  190  to  193)  were  taken  from  Xo.  357.  These 
cards  are  the  ones  which  were  used  in  connection  with  Tables  I., 
II.,  III.,  IV.  and  v.,  80-pound  spring. 

Figs.  194  to  205  show  cards  from  Xo.  383,  which  were  selected 
from  those  taken  May  2,  1887,  when  the  throttle  was  nearest  wide 
open.  The  conditions  were  as  follows:  Weight  of  train  including 
engine  and  tender,  going  south,  253,000  pounds;  going  north, 
421,500  pounds;  actual  running  time  going  south,  24  minutes  10 
seconds,  with  a  continuous  up  grade  of  96  feet  per  mile;  going 
north,  59  minutes  17  seconds.  Maximum  up  grade  going  north, 
69  feet  per  mile  for  lO^/m  miles;  distance  south,  12^/ioo  miles; 
north,  34-/jo  miles.     Spring  80  pounds. 

Figs.  2UG  to  213  show  the  same  for  Xo.  357,  except  that  the 
time  south  was  25  minutes,  and  the  time  nortli  64  minutes  and 
27  seconds. 

Figs.  214  to  222  shows  cards  from  locomotive  Xo.  129,  B.  &  A. 
E.  E.,  taken  b}-  Mr.  George  H.  Barrus,*  and  reproduced  from 
the  Railroad  Gazette  of  X^ovember  10,  1882;  Figs.  223  to  231  on 
the  scale  of  a  120-pound  spring  show  cards  from  No.  169  C.  R.  E. 
of  X.  J.,  and  reproduced  from  Engineering  (Vol.  XL.,  p.  283),  and 
figs.  232  to  236  sliow  cards  with  an  80  spring  from  the  locomotive 
on  the  London,  Brighton  &  So.  Coast  Railroad,  reproduced  from 
a  paper  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Stroudley,  locomotive  superintendent  of  that 
line,  before  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers. 

Figs.  237  to  244  show  cards  from  various  well-known  station- 
ary engines,  inserted  as  instances  of  well-taken  cards,  which  show 
the  difficulty,  perhaps  impossibility,  of  maintaining  straight  hori- 
zontal steam  lines  under  any  conditions. 

Tables  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.  and  Y.  display  the  economical  perform- 
ances of  engines  Nos.  383,  444  and  357  when  tested  by  Mr.  Coon 
in  May,  1887,  as  worked  up  in  Mr.  Leavitt's  office.  They  show 
that  Xo.  383  used  81i/^  per  cent,  of  as  much  dry  steam  per  I.  H.  P. 
as  Xo.  357,  and  that  Xo.  444  used  95  per  cent,  of  that  used  by 
Xo.  357.  This  last  result  is  surprising,  and  is  thus  accounted  for 
by   persons   interested,   viz. :    that   the   cast-steel  valves   with  which 

*See  reproductions  by  Mr.  Barrus  of  his  originals  in  discussion  of  this  paper. 
— Secretary. 
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the  engine  was  provided  did  not  wear  well,  soon  became  grooved 
and  leaky.  The  theoretical  [isotlierniall  lines  plotted  on  the  cards 
of  Xo.  444,  figs.  182  to  185  corroborate  this  explanation,  as  they 
fall  considerably  below  the  actual  expansion  line — much  more  so 
than  those  of  cards  from  Nos.  383  and  357.  Cast-iron  valves,  as 
in  the  case  of  Xo.  383,  have  been  substituted. 

It  was  not  intended  that  the  scope  of  this  paper  should  include 
a  description  of  the  boiler  with  which  the  inventor  proposes  to 
equip  his  locomotives,  and  with  which  Xo.  444  is  equipped. 
Tlierefore  only  a  brief  statement  of  the  features  and  claims  of  ad- 
vantage will  be  made. 
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Table  of  Evapor 

Engine  No.  357. 

1 

May  7. 

Mat  9. 

Tnp         p^i^ 

W.  Haven 

to 
Glen  St. 

T_:                      to 

^"^P         Fairview 

W.  Haven;     ^^^^ 
GlenSt.         Trip 
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24. 
0.41 

23  15                        1         25.00 

22.19 
0.3719 

0.3875 
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34.3 
147 
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12 
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26.74 
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80 

3  145 

80 
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495              498 
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TABLE  V. 
Table  of  Evaporative  Performance. 


Engine  No 

444. 

Engine  No.  383. 

Engine  No.  357. 

■      Mat  5. 

Mat  11. 

Mat  18. 

MAT  19. 

Mat  2. 

Mats. 

Mat  10. 

May  7. 

iUT9. 

Sug.  Notch 
Fairview 

W,  Haven 

c;i™°st. 

Entire 
Trip 

Sug.  Notch 

to 

Fairview 

W.  Haven 
Glen  St. 

Entire 
Trip 

Sug.  Notch  M.  Church 

to                to 

Fairview     P.  H.  Jc. 

Entire 
Trip 

Sug.  Notch 
Fairview 

W.  Haven 
GtaSt. 

Entire 
Trip 

Sug.  Notch  W.  Haven 
Fairview      Glei^St. 

En(i' 
Tri! 

Sug.Notch 
Fau^ew 

Entire 
Trip 

Sug.  Notch 
FairJiew 

W.  Haven 
Glen  St. 

X- 

K  Haven 

.;k'nSt. 

Entire 
Trip 

Sug.  Notch  W.  Haven 
Fai^ew  1  Gkn  St. 

Entire 
Trip 

25.00 
0.4183 

22.00 
11  3667 

25.06 
0.4183 

22.39 

783.76 
64.3 

o^ti^? 

15.56 
0.26,56 

24,52 
0.4144 

19.8 
0.3189 

24.10 
0.4028 

22.53 
0.3814 

23.13 

0.3869 

1,385.9 

37.12 

64^3 

22.39 
0.3775 

0.3386 

23-15 

25.00 
0.4167 

22.19 
0.3719 

1,572.1 

m  2 

•eii  horse  power 
:   ft.  of  grate  surface  per  hotir,  pounds 

796.84 

7112. ■i2 

807.68 

926.09 
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865.10 

990.40 

807.23 

723.77 

876.40 

818 

1,97. 15 

764.7 

736.7 

Ta.; 

14.3 

154 
6,511 

146 
6,948 

7,Mo 

147 
7,154 

169 
8,311 

43'5i2 

5  24' 

6  .10 

7.1^ 

3,232     ' 
87 

7,056 

'^■1l49 

=2°t.33 

3,197 

3.91 
6,260 
18,487 
13.34 

159 

7,217 

:1.226'" 

1.62 

7,224 

IS. 643 

1,189 

476 

26.74 

147 
8,260 

147 

C«.l  . 

3.38 
8,778 
20,983 
'  11.35 

11.33 

2  •m" 

3  82 
8   iOH 
22  -■..-,:! 
12  26 

29.72 

■3;663   "■ 

10,094' 
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'2'8i7 

45 

3.61 
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25.87 

7,914 

2,813 

45 
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8,708 
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11.26 

25.78 

2,896 
47 
3.70 
8,092 
21,433 
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61 

3.66 

9,. 648 

23,038 
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^g.63 

3,797 

61 
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8,840 

27,721 

15.00 

3,744 
101 
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7,896 
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14.15 
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90 
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24.14 
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99 
4.33 
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14.72 
550 
23.91 
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80 

8,092 

19,418 

1,235 

495 

25.39 

3,145 
80 

4.27 

7,260 

19,519 

1,242 

498 

26.50 

w. 

rip.  pounds 

-f|,  ft.   of  heating  surface  per  hour,  pounds.  .  . 
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42,364 

41,734 
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9,37 

l^ 

Ifs 

5.53 
6.66 

5.78 
6.96 

i:^ 

1 

'rJdoJfrot  Irl'llT-^tuods- 

^     ..^^ 
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There  aio  two  eorrugated  furnaces,  wliieli  by  means  of  a  junc- 
tion piece  lead  into  a  single  corrugated  combustion  chamber,  the 
latter  terminating  in  the  back  tube  sheet,  from  which  the  tubes 
proceed  forward,  as  in  the  ordinary  locomotive,  to  the  smoke-box. 
Wliile  the  ordinary  soft  coal  burning  boiler  52  inches  in  diameter 
lias  about  900  stay  bolts,  the  Strong  boiler  has  not  one.  There  is 
not  a  rigid  connection  between  the  inner  and  outer  parts  of  tKe 
boiler,  and  only  two  connections  of  any  kind  between  the  ends, 
the  functions  of  which  are  to  support  the  inner  shell.  Therefore 
there  is  nothing  whatever  to  resist  expansion  and  contraction,  and 
thus  luutfully  act  upon  the  material.  The  corrugations  doubtless 
contribute  to  freedom  of  movement,  but  even  if  they  do  not,  the 
end  plates  of  the  outer  shell  have  the  usual  opportunity  to  buckle. 
The  crown  sheet,  being  tb.e  upper  half  of  a  cylinder,  easily  parts 
with  scale  which  may  form  upon  it,  and  in  this  respect  is  in  strong 
contrast  with  the  common  flat  horizontal  crown  sheets  covered 
with  bolts  and  crown  bars,  which  are  efficient  means  of  anchoring 
all '  scale  which  forms  upon  the  sheet,  and  equally  efficient  means 
of  preventing  inspection  and  cleaning.  The  crown  sheet  of  the 
new  boiler,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  is  accessible  from  end  to  end. 
An  inspector  can  crawl  all  over  it,  feel  of  it,  see  it,  and  clean  it — 
qualities  wliich  are  invaluable  in  the  West,  , where  the  water  is 
bad.  The  circulation  of  the  water  is  entirely  unimpeded.  There 
is  water  under  the  fire-box  which  is  free  to  rise,  and  its  place  can 
be  occu]ncd  by  other  water  which  comes  without  obstruction.  In 
tills  respect  it  is  far  superior  to  the  ordinary  locomotive  boiler. 

The  inner  shell  has  no  joint  which  is  in  contact  with  the  fire, 
except  that  connecting  the  back  tube  plate  and  combustion  cham- 
ber, which  does  not  differ  from  common  practice. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  speak  of  corrugated  furnaces.  They 
have  made  high  pressures  possible  at  sea,  and  no  modern  steain- 
sliip  is  without  them. 

On  the  whole  this  boiler  is  far  in  advance  of  the  ordinary  loco- 
motive boiler,  and  deserves  a  hearty  reception  from  the  railroad 
master  mechanics. 

COMilEXTS    ox   THE    IX'DIC.\T0K    C.\EDS. 

'J'he  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  Strong  cards  are  the 
steam  line,  wliich  is  convex  upward,  the  consequent  rounding  form 
at  the  cut-off,  the  late  release,  the  (in  general)  comparatively  small 
back    pressure,    and    the    fullness    at    the    compression    line,    all    of 
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which  contribute  to  a  high  mean  etfeetive  pressure  for  any  jriveu 
cut-oflf.  The  convex  [upward]  steam  line  is  found  at  ordinary 
speeds,  and  with  a  fairly  full  throttle  at  fairly  high  speeds,  while 
a  link-motion  card  is  concave  at  the  steam  line  at  all  but  the  very 
slowest  speeds,  when  it  generally  is  a  sloping  straight  line.  This 
concavity  of  the  steam  line  gives  to  the  card  the  appearance  of  a 
sharper  cut-off  than  is  secured  with  the  Strong  gear,  which  is 
misleading.  A  given  radius  of  curvature  corresponding  to  a  given 
rate  of  cut-oti  is  apparently  sharper  if  joined  to  a  concave  line 
than  if  joined  to  a  convex  one. 

The  mean  effective  pressures  at  the  opposite  ends  of  the  Strong 
cylinder  differ  considerably,  but  there  is  nothing  inherent  in  the 
valve  gear,  that  the  writer  has  discovered,  which  should  produce 
this.  The  mean  effective  pressures  of  Xo.  357  differ  at  the  two 
cuds,  but  this  might  have  been  overcome  by  adjusting  the  gear. 
The  remarkable  equality  of  the  mean  effective  pressures  of  the  B. 
and  A.  E.  E.'s  engine  Xo.  139,  figs.  214  to  222  was  thus  secured. 
The  cut-off  of  Xo.  129's  cards,  figs.  214  to  232,  are  in  several 
instances  too  sharp,  for  they  are  evidently  outside  of  an  isother- 
mal line  drawn  backward  from  a  point  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
expansion  line.  In  this  respect  the  cards  from  Xo.  169,  Central 
E.  E.  of  X.  J.,  are  interesting.  These  cards  are  all  but  worth- 
less. Many  of  them  show  a  very  sharp  cut-off  at  about  half  stroke 
when  the  record  gives  the  cut-off  at  five  inches.  The  indicator 
was  not  responsive.  The  areas  are  all  too  large,  and  the  horse 
]iowers  based  upon  them  are  erroneous. 

The  back  pressures  of  the  B.  and  A.  cards  are,  in  general,  much 

-mailer  than  the  others.     But  in  comparing  this  feature  with  that 

f  the  other  engines,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  B.   and  A. 

i:L:ine  is  a  soft  coal  burner,  and  that  all  of  the  others  burn  anthra- 

le  [except  the  L.,  B.  &  S.  C.  engine],  which  makes  a  small  nozzle 

. .  essan-.     Moreover  the  L.  V.  E.  R.  and  D.  L.  and  W.  E.  R.  en- 

_:iies  are  built  and  adjusted  for  heavy  fast  mountain  work,  where 

tlie  steaming  qualities  of  the  engines  are  taxed  to  the  utmost,  and 

irreat  powers  are  developed.     The  maximum  grade  on  the  L.  V.  R. 

1!.   southward   is   96   feet  per  mile   for   12   miles  without  a  break, 

I  .1   GO  feet  per  mile  for  10.8  miles  northward.     On  the  D.,  L. 

11(1  W.  E.  R.  it  is  53  feet  to  75  feet  per  mile  eastward  for  19.3 

miles   continuously,    and    77    feet    to   83   feet   westward   for   fifteen 

miles    continuously.      Both    roads    have    a    constant    succession    of 

shai-p  curves.     The  B.  and  A.  E.  R.  maximum  grade  is  60  feet 
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per  mile  between  Boston  and  Springfield,  on  which  division 
the  cards  were  taken,  and  curves  are  comparatively  few.  The 
length  of  the  grade  is  not  great.  B.  and  A.  cards  Xo.  a  give  the 
maximum  horse  power,  viz. :  640,  while  the  back  pressure  is  8  lbs. 
approximately,  the  speed  being  208  revolutions.  Cards  Xo.  30  of 
Xo.  383,  Plate  V.,  give  980  horse  power  with  13^  lbs.  back  press- 
ure, the  speed  being  245  revolutions.  The  piston  speeds  of  the 
two  engines  are  763  feet  for  No.  129,  and  980  for  Xo.  383.  Engine 
No.  158  of  the  D.,  L.  and  W.  R.  E.  shows  17  lbs.  back  pressure 
when  developing  800  liorse  power  at  181  revolutions.  Xo.  383, 
however,  when  developing  725  horse  power  at  200  revolutions, 
showed  only  7  lbs.  back  pressure,  or  1  lb.  less  than  Xo.  129  when 
developing  640  horse  power  at  208  revolutions.  (See  Fig.  148.) 
Fig.  188  shows  a  back  pressure  of  8  lbs.  when  Xo.  383  was 
indicating  835  horse  power  at  206  revolutions.  Such  instances 
can  be  duplicated  indefinitely. 

REMABKS   ox   THE   TABLES   OF   WATER  AXD   COAL   COXSUMPTIOX. 

The  "  Coal  used  per  hour,"  the  "  Coal  used  per  square  foot  of 
grate  surface,"  and  the  "  Coal  used  per  I.H.P.,  per  hour ""  have 
been  calculated  by  using  the  •  average  evaporation  for  the  entire 
trip,  and  the  water  used  per  hour  between  stations.  The  average 
actual  consumption  of  water  for  Xo.  383  was  23i^  lbs.  per  I.H.P. 
per  hour,  and  that  of  Xo.  357,  26  "Viooo,  or  Xo.  383  consumed  88  per 
cent,  of  that  of  Xo.  357.  The  average  actual  water  consumption 
of  Xo.  444  was  27.01  lbs.,  or  more  than  that  of  Xo.  357.  This  is 
inconsistent  with  the  consumption  of  steam  as  deduced  from  the 
diagrams  from  the  indicator,  and  is  therefore  to  be  credited  to 
the  boiler  and  the  personal  equations  of  the  men  in  charge. 

Xotwithstanding  that  the  boiler  was  obliged  to  evaporate  so 
much  water,  it  did  it  with  an  average  evaporation  of  7.41  lbs.  of 
water  per  pound  of  coal,  while  the  boiler  of  Xo.  357,  which  was  a 
54-incli  wagon-top  boiler,  evaporated  on  the  gverage  6  lbs.  per 
pound  of  coal,  or  the  evaporation  of  Xo.  357  was  only  81  per  cent, 
of  that  of  Xo.  444.  The  average  evaporation  of  Xo.  383,  which 
has  a  55-inch  straight-top  boiler,  was  5.52  lbs.  of  water  per  pound 
of  coal,  or  only  741/^  per  cent,  of  that  of  Xo.  444.  These  comjiari- 
sons  show  the  great  efficiency  of  the  Strong  boiler  over  the  com- 
mon type.  The  efficiency  of  the  Strong  boiler,  while  the  water 
consumption  was  very  high,  brought  the  coal  consumption  down 
to  an  average  of  3.64  lbs.  per  I.   H.   P.  per  hour,  while  those  of 
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Xos.  357  anil  383  were  respectively  1.33  and  4.24.  That  is  to  say, 
whether  working  upon  water  or  steam,  444  used  84  per  cent,  of 
the  coal  required  by  357  in  developing  one  horse  power,  and  86 
per  cent,  of  that  required  by  383. 

This  shows  the  economy  of  No.  383  to  be  due  to  the  valve  gear, 
and  that  of  Xo.  444  to  the  boiler. 

The  great  water  consumption  of  Xo.  444  was  due  to  excessive 
blowing  off,  and  to  priming,  caused  by  a  timid  engineer's  carrying 
the  water  too  liigh.* 

The  true  test  of  the  valve  gear  is  to  be  found  in  the  last  line  of 
Table  IT.,  which  shows  results  from  the  cards,  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made  [see  p.  11]  which  are  independent  of  the 
boiler  performances.  These  results  show  the  consumption  of  dry 
saturated  steam  by  Xo.  383  to  be — as  before  stated — 81V,o  per  cent, 
of  that  of  Xo.  357,  and  the  consumption  of  steam  by  Xo.  444  to 
be  95  per  cent,  of  that  of  Xo.  357.  There  is  no  apparent  reason 
why  Xo.  444  with  her  new  cast-iron  valves  should  not  equal  Xo. 
383,  because  the  cylinders  and  valve  gears  of  the  engines  are  iden- 
tical, except  that  Xo.  444"s  cylinder  is  one  inch  larger  in  diameter 
than  Xo.  383's. 

The  question  will  be  raised  by  all  thoughtful  persons,  whether 
they  are  in  sjTnpathy  with  the  Strong  locomotive  or  not,  as  to  the 
cost  and  durability  of  the  new  engine.  Of  these  features  of  its 
existence  the  writer  can  only  express  an  opinion.  He  sees  no 
reason  why,  with  special  machinery — with  which  all  locomotives 
are  now  built — and  with  care  in  the  design,  the  great  economy  of 
the  engine  will  not  bring  a  handsome  return  upon  the  investment. 
As  to  the  durability  of  the  valve  gear,  he  has  the  greatest  faith. 
He  sees  complicated  stationaiy  engines  running  at  all  speeds  from 
ten  to  twenty-four  hours  per  day,  six  days  in  the  week,  wliile  the 
locomotives  run  from  four  to  eight  hours  only.  There  is  no  reason 
why  men  cannot  acquire  the  skill  necessary  to  properly  handle 
and  care  for  a  high-class  four-valve  locomotive,  as  well  as  for  a 
Corliss  engine.  Experience  shows  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  line  that, 
to  use  the  late  A.  L.  Holle)''s  humorous  allusion  to  the  Corliss 
locomotives,  the  farmers  along  our  railroads  will  not  be  kept  from 
their  legitimate  occupations  by  picking  up  scrap  iron  thrown  over 
their  fields  by  passing  engines. 

*At  a  future  meeting  the  writer  hopes  to  present  the  results  of  an  iiu|uir\-  into 
the  behavior  of  the  steam  in  the  cylinders  of  No.  444. 


610      THE  DISTRIBUTION"  OF  STEAM  IX  THE  STROXG  LOCOMOTIVE. 

The  writer  takes  pleasure  iu  stating  that  he  does  not  anticipate 
a  permanent  decline  in  American  agriculture  in  consequence  of 
the  advent  of  the  Strong  locomotive. 

LEADING  PARTICULARS  OF  THE  L.  V.  R.  R.  LOCOMOTIVES. 


ENGINE  444.    ENGINE  383.    ENGINE  357. 


Cylinders,  etc. 

Cylinder,  diameter  and  stroke 

Diameter  of  piston  rod 

Length  of  coimectuig  rod,  centers .  .  . 
Transverse    distance    between    cylinder 

centers 

Distance  from  center  of  main  drivers  to 

center  of  cylinders 

No.  of  valves  per  cylinder 


T}-pe  of  valves . 


20' by  24'  :  19' by  24' 
3  k"        I        3m" 


J0M'by24' 
JM  and  2§i' 


12'  10"      I 

4,  2  steam,     4,  2  steam, 
2  exh.  2  exh. 

Gridiron         Gridiron 


No.  of  ports  per  valve . 
Size  of  ports 


10  i 

iH'  by    H',- 


10 


Full  travel  of  valves 

Lap  of  valves 

Inside  lap 

Width  of  bridge 

Lead  of  valves,  steam 

Lead  of  valves,  e.\haust 

Throw  of  eccentrics 

Tractive  force  per  lb.  of  mean  effective 

pressure  on  piston 

Cylinder  clearance  in  cu.  in 

Cylinder  clearance  in  per  ct.  of  piston 

displacement 

Range  of  cut-off 

Release  begins  at 

Compression  begins  at 


life' 
A" 


lA' 


Wheels  and  Journals. 

Dri\'ing  and  truck  wheel  centers  (all  tires 

of  steel) 


}4'  constant!  J^"  constant 
A'  constant  Jis'  constant 


Balanced 
slide 

17' x  'lH'& 

17'x2M" 

4^" 

'A 


154.8  lbs. 
481 

131.3  lbs. 
448 

149.11  lbs. 
568 

6.38% 

6.58% 

4'  to  19  M* 

23' 

2"  to  4" 

ordinarily 

7.35% 

23" 

2'  to  4' 

ordinarily 

Wrought 

Cast  iron 

Cast  iron 

Nominal  diameter  of  dri\ang  wheels .  . . 
Calipered  diameter  of  dri\'ing  wheels .  . 

Diameter  of  front  truck  wheels. 

Diameter  of  rear  truck  wheels 

Total  wheel-base  of  engine 

Rigid  wheel-base  of  engine 

Driving  axle  journals  (diam.  and  length) 
Front    truck   axle  journals   (diam.   and 

length) 

Rear   truck    axle   journals    (diam.    and 

length) 


4-wheel  4-wheel     ^     4-wheel 

swing  beam,  swing  beam,  swing  beam. 
'     2-wheel  I 

swing  and 
radius  bar 
62" 
62  M' 


42' 
30'  2' 

5'  7' 
7  H'  by  10" 

6'  by  11' 

7*  by  9' 


None 
66' 
65H" 

None 
68' 
66  Ji' 

22'  9' 
7'  9' 

22'  r 

7' 
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Main   crank   pin   journals    (diam.    and 

length) 

Coupling-rod  journals  (diam.  and  length) 

Weights,  etc. 
Weight  on  first  pair  drivers  in  working 

order 

Weight  on  second  pair  drivers,  in  working 

order 

Weight  on  third  pair  drivers,  in  workingi 

order 1 

Total  on  drivers,  in  working  order I  90,()00  lbs. 

Weight  on  front  truck,  in  working  order  27,000  lbs. 
Weight  on  rear  truck,  in  working  order . 
Tot  3  weight  of  engine,  in  working  order 

BOILER-S 


5'  by  6' 
4  M'  by  4' 


30,000  lbs. 
30,000  lbs. 


30,000  lbs. 


ETC. 


Height  of  boiler  center  above  rail. 
Kind  of  boiler 


Material  for  boiler  plate 

Diameter  of  barrel  inside  smallest  ring. . 
Diameter  of  fire  boxes  and  combustion  "I 

chambers,  corrugated / 

Length  of  grates 

Width  of  grates 

Number  of  tubes,  all  iron 

Diameter  of  tubes,  outside 

Length  of  tubes 

Grate  area 

Heating  surface,  fire  box,  sq.  ft 

Heating  surface,   combustion  chamber, 

sq.  ft 

Heating  surface,  tubes,  sq.  ft 

Heating  surface,  total,  sq.  ft 

Ratio  of  heating  surface  to  grate  area. . 
Smallest  inside  diameter  of  smoke  stack 
Height  of  top  of  smoke  stack  above  rail 
Working  steam  pressure  per  sq.  in 


Twin  furnace]     Straight 
sheU 
O.  H.  steel  I 

58' 

38  h'  inside 

42  K"  outside 


Tender.* 
8-wheeled    double    trucks,    c 

wheels 

Capacity  of  tender  (gallons) . 

Capacity  of  tender  (coal) 

Weight  of  tender  loaded .  .  .  . 


21,000  lbs. 
138,000  lbs. 


None 
74,640  lbs. 
24,880  lbs. 

None 
99,520  lbs. 


None 
63,280  lbs. 
27,440  lbs. 

None 
90,720  lbs. 


7'  3' 


O.  H.  steel 
55' 


Wagon  top. 
O.  H.  steel 


40  H' 

306 

IM' 

11'  5' 

62  sq.  ft. 

155 


1,848 

29.8  to  1 

16' 

14'  3' 

160  lbs. 


33' 

3,000 

10,000  lbs. 

70,000  lbs. 


11'         I 

3'4h' 

229         I 

2' 

11'  4h' 

17.12  sq.  ft. 

151.6 


11' 
3'  6% 

248 

2' 

12'  2' 

i).2sq.f 

142.3 


1234.3 

1385.9 

37 . 3  to  1 


1429.8 
1572.1 
40.1  to  1 


160  lbs. 

140  lbs. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.    (leo.    H.    liairus.—Ur.    Dean    has    submitted    a    very    inter- 
esting paper,  giving  an  analysis  of  the  indicator  diagrams  taken 
from  the   Strong  locomotive,  and  comparing  them  with  diagrams 
*The  same  tender  was  used  on  all  tests. 
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from  locomotives  fitted  with  the  ordinary  Stephenson  valve  gear; 
and  this  paper  forms  a  valuable  addition  to  the  data  published  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Leavitt's  report  on  the  same  subject.  This 
report  gave  incomplete  data  regarding  the  performance  of  the 
engine  apart  from  the  boiler,  and  Jlr.  Dean's  paper  supplies  the 
deficiency. 

The  comparison  made  between  the  action  of  the  Strong  valve 
gear  and  that  of  the  engines  of  the  old-fashioned  type,  shows, 
according  to  Mr.  Dean's  method,  that  the  new  valve  gear  enables 
an  engine  to  produce  a  much  larger  amount  of  power  than  the  old 
gear,  and  also  to  secure  greater  economy  in  the  consumption  of 
steam  and  fuel.  Several  comparisons  are  made  giving  the  superi- 
ority in  the  case  of  power  some  30%,  and  in  the  case  of  economy 
some  30%. 

Mr.  Dean  has  kindly  referred  to  some  cards  taken  by  myself 
from  the  Boston  and  Aliiany  locomotive  Xo.  129,  and  for  this 
reason  I  may  be  permitted  to  criticise  his  conclusions  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  cards  in  question. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  an  engine  with  four  valves,  of  which 
the  Strong  locomotive  is  a  type,  should  secure  not  only  greater 
capacity  but  increased  economy  over  an  engine  with  a  single  valve 
like  those  in  ordinary  use.  The  criticism  which  I  would  offer 
consists  in  raising  the  question  as  to  the  amount  of  this  increase. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole  tenor  of  Mr.  Dean's  position  in  this 
matter  is  toward  over-estimation,  and  I  base  my  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject upon  the  performance  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  locomotive. 
No.  129,  which  I  tested,  and  upon  a  similar  locomotive  on  the  same 
road,  which  was  tested  at  the  same  time. 

I  would  call  attention,  first,  to  the  column  of  diagrams  taken  from 
this  engine,  Xo.  129,  Figs.  214  to  222  of  Mr.  Dean's  paper,  which 
ai-e  reproductions  of  those  given  in  the  published  account  of  these 
tests.  Suppose  a  glance  is  taken  at  these  diagrams,  and  then  ref- 
erence is  made  to  Figs.  182  to  205,  giving  diagrams  from  engine 
Xo.  383,  which  is  fitted  with  the  Strong  valve  gear.  Xeither  set 
of  diagrams  corresponds  very  closely  to  the 'ideal  perfect  diagram. 
In  both  instances  there  is  wire  drawing  before  the  point  of  cut  off, 
early  release,  early  compression  and  a  high  back  pressure,  although 
the  Strong  diagrams,  except  in  the  matter  of  wire-drawing,  come 
the  nearest  to  the  ideal.  Taking,  however,  the  general  appearance 
of  the  two  sets  of  diagrams,  I  submit  that  the  Boston  and  Albany 
diagrams  have  a  more  pleasing  effect  to  the  eye  than  those  taken 
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from  the  other  engine.  This  comparison,  however,  does  not  count 
for  much.    It  is  only  a  sort  of  object  lesson. 

As  to  the  matter  of  relative  capacity  shown  by  the  cards  from  the 
Strong  engine,  it  is  difficult  to  make  a  comparison  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  like  conditions  of  speed,  boiler  pressure  and 
cut-off.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  comparison  which  has  been  given 
at  Fig.  181,  between  the  Strong  engine  and  the  Boston  and  Albany 
engine,  wherein  it  appears  that  the  ratio  of  area  is  1.35  to  1,  is 
quite  unfair  to  the  Boston  and  Albany  engine.  There  is  a  wide 
difference  in  the  point  of  cut-off  on  the  two  cards,  the  Boston  and 
Albany  card  being  the  shorter.  Had  the  cut-offs  been  equal,  the 
areas  of  the  diagrams  would  doubtless  have  been  substantially  the 
same.  Take,  for  example,  tliis  very  diagram  from  the  Strong  loco- 
motive, and  compare  it  with  the  one  which  is  numbered  5  in  the 
set  from  the  Boston  and  Albany  engine.  The  cut-offs  are  substan- 
tially the  same.  So  are  the  pressures  at  cut-off  and  the  back  press- 
ures. I  make  the  mean  effective  pressure  of  the  Strong  card  53.3 
lbs.,  while  that  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  card  is  55  lbs. 

Tlie  proper  comparison  to  make  is  one  in  wliich  the  cut-offs,  the 
boiler  pressures  and  the  speeds  are  all  alike.  In  other  words, 
diagrams  should  be  selected  in  wliich  the  expansion  lines,  at  some 
stipulated  points  of  the  stroke,  show  the  same  pressure,  and  in 
which  the  other  conditions  were  alike.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
it  is  difficult  to  make  such  a  comparison;  but  whatever  the  diffi- 
culty, it  is  certain  that  this  kind  of  comparison  is  the  one  which 
ought  to  be  made. 

Xow,  as  to  the  question  of  economy,  Mr.  Dean's  table  Xo.  4, 
column  7,  gives  for  the  steam  accounted  for  by  the  indicator  at  re- 
lease, 21.3  lbs.,  per  indicated  horse-power  per  hour,  which  is  his 
best  result.  Tliis  is  at  a  pressure  of  170  lbs.,  and  a  mean  effective 
pressure  of  58.9  lbs.  On  the  Boston  and  Albany  locomotive,  the 
steam  accounted  for  at  release  was  20.3  lbs.  per  indicated  horse 
power  per  hour,  the  boiler  pressure  being  156  lbs.,  and  the  mean 
effective  pressure  5-1.4  lbs.  It  appears  in  the  matter  of  economy, 
therefore,  figured  from  the  diagram,  that  the  Strong  engine  was 
inferior  to  the  Boston  and  Albany  engine. 

There  seems  to  be  some  inconsistency  in  the  figures  given  here, 
for  in  Table  No.  5  one  test  gives  the  feed  water  consumption  as 
21.3  lbs.  per  indicated  horse  power  per  hour,  whereas  the  consump- 
tion figured  from  the  diagram,  with  about  the  same  indicated  horse 
power,  is  the  ver}-  same  figure,  namely  21.3.     Taking  the  average 
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results  of  all  the  feed  water  tests,  which  is  a  consumption  of  23.25 
lbs.  of  feed  water  per  indicated  horse-power  per  hour,  and  taking 
the  average  of  all  the  quantities  giving  the  steam  accounted  for  by 
the  diagram,  which  is  22.05  lbs.  per  indicated  horse-power  per 
hour,  we  have  a  ratio  of  steam  accounted  for  to  actual  consumption 
of  .95.  It  seems,  then,  that  the  loss  from  cylinder  condensation 
and  leakage,  measured  at  the  release  in  the  Strong  engine,  was 
only  5  per  cent.  I  submit  that  this  is  an  unheard-of  performance 
for  an  engine  which  must  be  cutting  off  at  about  one-quarter 
stroke.  The  steam  accounted  for  at  the  release  in  the  Boston  and 
Albany  engine  was  .79  of  the  actual  consumption,  this  being  at  a 
cut-off  of  about  one-third.  Tliis  corresponds  to  authentic  results 
obtained  from  automatic  cut-off  stationary  engines — but  .95  is 
altogether  out  of  the  question. 

Taking  the  actual  consumption  of  coal  of  the  engine  with  the 
Strong  valve  gear,  Xo.  383,  which  was  an  average  of  4.24  lbs.  per 
indicated  horse  power  per  hour,  and  comparing  it  with  the  coal 
consumption  on  the  Boston  and  Albany  engine,  which  was  3.93 
lbs.  per  indicated  horse  power  per  hour,  the  economy  of  the  two 
tj'pes  of  engines,  even  here,  appears  to  favor  the  old-fashioned 
engine.  But  a  comparison  of  this  kind  is  not  a  proper  one,  for  the 
reason,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Dean's  paper,  that  one  engine  used  antlira- 
cite  coal  and  the  other  a  higli  grade  of  bituminous  coal.  The  com- 
parison, however,  is  suggestive. 

In  making  these  criticisms  I  recognize  tlie  fact,  which  is  promi- 
nently hrouglit  out  by  Mr.  Dean,  that  the  increased  port  area 
which  the  Strong  valve  gear  secures,  adapts  the  engine  for  high 
speed,  and  that  at  extremely  high  speeds,  the  new  valve  gear  should 
produce  decidedly  the  best  results. 

In  this  connection  I  would  refer  to  a  statement  given  by 
Mr.  Dean  in  regard  to  the  objectionable  features  of  balanced 
valves.  He  offers  the  opinion  that  all  balancing  devices  are  ac- 
companied by  steady  or  at  least  intermittent  leaking.  I  do  not 
know  how  true  this  is  in  the  majority  of  cases  where  balanced 
valves  are  used,  but  I  do  know  that  in  the  case  of  the  valves  used 
on  thi-ee  different  Boston  and  Albany  engines  which  I  tested,  and 
which  were  fitted  with  a  simple'  balancing  device,  the  valves  did 
not  permit  a  breath  of  steam  to  pass  when  set  at  mid-stroke  and 
subjected  to  full  boiler  pressure.  I  have  everj'  reason  to  believe, 
from  the  statements  made  to  me  by  the  shop  hands  who  had 
charge   of   repairs   on   these   engines,   that   they  continued   in   this 
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conditiou  under  ordinary  usage,  for  several  months'  time  without 
repair. 

The  report  published  in  the  Eailroad  Gazette  related  to  tests 
made  on  three  locomotives,  two  of  which,  No.  129  and  Xo.  169, 
were  at  that  time  of  special  design,  and  one.  No.  150,  was  of  the 
type  in  conunon  use.  They  all  had  the  old-fasliioned  front  with 
petticoat  pipe  and  straight  stack.  The  object  of  the  tests  was  to 
compare  the  economy  of  the  fii'st  two-named  locomotives  with  each 
other,  one  of  these,  Xo.  169,  being  fitted  with  an  Allen  valve  hav- 
ing a  port  %  inch  wide,  and  tlie  otlier  with  a  common  D  valve ;  and 
furthermore  to  compare  the  economy  of  these  with  that  of  Xo. 
150,  the  former  having  increased  boiler  capacity  and  carrying  160 
lbs.  pressure,  while  the  latter  carried  130  lbs.  in  accordance  with 
the  then  availing  practice.  They  were  all  fitted  with  the 
Richardson  balanced  valve,  and  each  valve  was  tight  under  a  full 
pressure  at  mid  throw. 

The  tests  made  subsequent  to  July  14  were  conducted  on  the 
express  passenger  train  which  leaves  Boston  at  11.00  a.  m.  and 
arrives  in  Springfield  at  1.48  p.m.;  and  on  the  return  trip  leaves 
Springfield  at  3.22  p.  m.  and  arrives  in  Boston  at  6.10  p.  m.  The 
observations  covered  the  whole  round  trip. 

The  coal  was  taken  on  at  Boston  and  that  tmconsumed  at  the 
end  of  the  return  trip  was  weighed  back.  The  test  was  started 
with  a  new  fire  and  the  fire  was  burned  out  at  the  end  of  the  trip. 
All  the  wood  and  coal  required  in  getting  up  steam  was  included 
in  that  measured.  Water  was  taken  at  Boston,  Worcester,  Spring- 
field, and  Worcester,  and  the  quantity  used  was  measured  by  obser- 
vations on  a  glass  tube  attached  to  the  tender.  These  observations 
were  taken  after  filling  and  before  refilling,  and  at  each  intermedi- 
ate stopping  point.  The  effect  of  changes  of  level,  due  to  varia- 
tions of  grade  in  tlie  track  wliereon  the  measurements  were  taken, 
was  allowed  for. 

A  set  of  indicator  diagrams  was  taken  from  each  cylinder  at  in- 
tervals of  two  and  one-half  minutes  during  the  whole  trip,  on  all 
the  tests  subsequent  to  July  14,  whenever  the  throttle  valve  was 
open.  Three-quarter-inch  indicator  pipes  were  used,  connecting 
by  easy  bends  made  in  the  pipes,  to  a  central  tee,  where  the  indi- 
cator, suitably  braced,  was  located.  The  rig  consisted  of  a  pendu- 
lum hung  to  the  running  board,  with  sector  for  the  cord  and  a 
connecting  rod  at  the  lower  end  leading  to  the  cross-head. 

The  tests  preceding  July  20  were  made  on  tlie  4.30  p.  M.  train, 
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aud  no  diagrams  were  taken  on  the  return  trip  from  Springfield. 
On  these  tests  the  speed  was  controlled  to  some  extent  by  varia- 
tions in  the  opening  of  the  throttle  valve.  On  the  remaining  tests, 
the  throttle  when  opened  at  all,  was  kept  continuously  wide  open. 

For  the  basis  of  comparison,  which  has  been  referred  to,  the  per- 
formance of  the  engines  has  been  figured  for  that  portion  of  the 
return  trips  which  extends  from  Springfield  to  East*  Brookfield, 
when  the  conditions  were  most  nearly  identical. 

The  dimensions  of  the  engines  and  the  data  and  the  results  of  the 
tests  are  given  in  the  following  tables,  Xos.  1-3.  Table  Xo.  i 
embraces  the  results  of  additional  tests  which  were  made  on  loco- 
motive jS'o.  169  in  September,  1882.  These  results  give  informa- 
tion as  to  the  temperature  of  the  escaping  gases  in  the  smoke  arch 
and  the  amount  of  the  draught  suction,  which  were  not  obtained 
on  the  previous  tests. 

The  conclusions  of  the  writer  in  regard  to  the  results  of  the 
various  comparisons  were  detailed  fully  in  the  report.  They  were, 
briefly,  that  the  Allen  valve  increased  the  economy  about  2  per 
cent.  The  large  boiler  of  No.  129  was  about  14  per  cent,  more 
economical  than  that  of  No.  150;  and  the  high  boiler  pressure 
(160  lbs.)  of  No.  129  secured  about  71/4  per  cent,  less  consumption 
of  steam  per  horse  power  than  the  lower  pressure  (130  lbs.)  of  No. 
150. 

Appended  are  copies  of  representative  diagrams,  taken  in  each 
case  from  the  right-hand  cyKnder.  (Figs.  310  to  340.)  They  are 
given  with  the  reversing  lever  in  various  notches,  both  with  slow 
and  medium  speeds.  A  full  set  is  given  for  each  day's  test  of  En- 
gine No.  150.  The  valve  on  this  engine,  previous  to  the  first  test, 
had  been  "set  by  sound,"  according  to  the  usual  practice.  After 
the  first  day's  test,  the  valve  stems  wore  lengthened  about  ^/g,  of  an 
inch. 
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H.P.M 70 

M.E.  P.  from, 97.8 
M.  E.  P.craDk.101.9 


Crank  End 
10.— No.  1,  Loco.  129,  Julv  26.     Time, 


Scale,  80. 


Fig.  311.— Xo.  2,  Loco.  129,  July  26.     Time,  3.27i  p.m.     Scale, 


ChestP 1-18 

R.  P.M 140 

-M.  E.  P.  front. .M.9 
M.  £.  P.  crank  .66.8 
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Fig.  312.— No.  3.  Loco.  129,  July  26.    Time,  3.30  p.m.     Scale, 


618      THE  DISTRIBUTIOX  OF  STEAM  IX  THE  STROXG  LOCOMOTIVE. 


I 


P.M 

E.  f.  from 
E.  P 


Fig.  314.— No.  5,  Loco.  liO,  July  26. 


:.05  P.M.     Scale, 


FlO   315  —No.  6,  Loco,  129,  July  26.     Time,  12,27i  P.M.     Scale. 
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M.  E.  P.  front. .403 
M.  E.  P.  crank  39.8 


Fig.  316.— No 


B.  P 1.10  (?) 

ChestP UV[-t) 
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M.E.  P.  crank. 25.6 


Chest  P 
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FiO,  318.— ':<o,  9,  Loco.  129,  July  26.      Time,  5.45 1>.M.     Scale,  80. 
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R.  P.  M 

M.  E.  P.  front. 
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Fio.  319.— No.  10,  Loco.  169,  July  28.     Time,  3.2T^  P.; 


B.P 160 

Chest? 144 

RP  M 140 

M.E.  P.  front    70  7 
M.  E.  P.  crank  .70.4 


Fig.  320.— No.  11,  Loco.  169,  July  28.     Time.  3.30  p.m.     Scale,  80. 


R.p.M 180 

M.J:.  P.  front.. 49.5 
U.  £.  P.  crank  .45.6 


FlQ   321.— No.  12,  Loco.  169  July  28.     Time   12.17^  p.m.     Scale,  80. 


Fig.  324.— No.  15,  Loco.  169,  July  28.    Time,  11.15  a.m.    Scale, 
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a  P.  ...   130 

Chest  P KO 

R.P.M 138 

M.  E  P.  front... 75. 2 

JL  E.P.  crank... 73.fi 


Fig.  327.— No.  18,  Loco.  160,  July  20.     Time,  3.27i  p.m.     Scale, 
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K.  P.  M 

M.  E.  P.  front    67. 
M.  li.  P.  crank  .62. 


Fig.  3J8.— No.  19,  Loco.  150,  July  20.     Time,  3.30  p.m.     Scale, 


.  E.  P,' front'. '.'57.9 
.  E.  P.  crank  .4.").! 


Fig.  329.— No.  20,  Loco.  150,  July  20.     Time,  11.36  A..M.     Scale, 


Fig.  330.— No.  21,  Loco.  150,  July  20.    Time,  11.20  a.m.    Scale, 


62-1:      THE  mSTEIBlTIOX  OF  STEAM  IX  THE  STRONG  LOCOMOTIVE. 


Fig.  331.— No.  22,  Loco.  150,  July  20.    Time,  5.55  p.m.    Scale,  80. 
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Chest  P 14S 
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ME.  P.  front.. 33.7 
M.  E.  P.  crank  ..2.- 


Loco.  150.  July  20 


Fig.  333.— No.  24,  Loco.  150,  July  21.    Time, 


P.M.     Scale,  80. 
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B.P 130 

ChfStP 117 

K.P.M 140 

M.K.  P.  front.KO 
M.  E.  P.  cniuk  .6S  7 


Fig.  334.— Xo.  25,  Loco.  150,  July  21.    Time,  4.30  p.m.     Scale,  I 


B.P 130 

Chest  P 119 

R.P.M 136 

M.  E.  P.  front.  55.2 
M.  E.  P.  crank  .53.8 


-No.  27,  Loco.  150,  July  21.    Time,  11 
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Fig.  337.— No.  28.  Loco.  150.  July  21.     Tiuie.  12.05  r.ji. 

3rd.  Notch 


ap 130 

Chest  P 117 

R.  P.  M 192 

IL  E.  P.  front... 46. 7 
M.  E  P.  crank. ..41. 3 


Fig.  338.— No.  29,  Loco.  150,  July  21.     Time,  11.20  a.m.     Scale, 

2nd.  Notch 


Loco.  150,  July  21.     Time,  11.30  a.m.     Scale. 
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Fio.  340.— No.  31,  Loco.  150,  July  21.     Time,  11 
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TABLE  I. 

DIMENSIONS   OF    BOILERS. 


Name  of  Locomotiv 


No.   150 


Diameter  of  shell 

Length  between  tube  sheets '. 

Length  of  fire-box '         _^ 

^^■idth  of  fire-box  at  bottom in  i 

Width  of  fire-box  at  crown,  front .  .  .in! 

"  "  back in. 

Depth  of  fire-box in  I 

Number  of  2-inch  tubes I 

Length  of  tubes ..'.'.'.'..  .^      11'- 

Inside  diameter  of  tubes [[  I         i 

Diameter  of  stack in.         14 

.\rea  of  heating  surface  (exposed  to  products  of  com- 
bustion)         sq   ft 

Area  of  grntp  ^nrf'KT.  '..'.'.'.'.'.'..'.  .sq.  it. 

.\re.a  for  iliimvi  ■  • '  r  ■;   ';  tubes sq.  ft 

Area  for  iln  ,,:      •>       :■_■:  .tack ..sq.  ft!| 

Ratio  of  liriii  iM-  -  i;  I  M  ,    ii,  srate  surface 

Ratio  of  grate  .surtacc  lo  area  through  tubes ! 

Ratio  of  grate  .surface  to  area  through  stack j 

Number  of  sq.  ft.  of  heating  surface  per  horse  poweri 

when  engine  indicates  500  H.  P j        2  02 

Kind  of  grates 1     Tupper 


50 

11'  1" 
65  H 
35  H 

45     " 
39  k 
63.4 

175 


1012.0 
15.99 
2.92 
1.19 

63 . 3  to  1 
5.48  to  1 

13.4  to  1 


No.  129 


52 

10'  11  M" 

71}^ 

35  K 

46  Ji 

39  H 

70ys 

221 

10'— llj^" 

1 


1245.0 
17.41 
3.69 
1.19 

71.5  to  1 
4.71  to  1 

14.6  to  1 

2.49 
Tupper 


DI.MENSIONS    OF   THE    ENGINES. 


Diameter  of  cylinder. . . 

Stroke  of  piston 

Diameter  of  piston  rod. 


,1,.M 


I  in  fractions  of  the  piston 
ipleted) 


Sizr  t,!    -1,;,,M 
Size  nf  ...xha.l- 

Width  of  bar 

Travel  of  the  valve 

Out-side  lap 

Inside  lap 

Lead  in  full  gear 

Lead  in  mid  gear 

Diameter  of  dry  pipe 

Diameter  of  steam  pipe  each  cylinder. 

Diameter  of  each  exhaust  tip 

Diameter  of  petticoat  pipe 

Packing  of  piston 

Outside  diameter  of  driving  wheels .  .  . 


No.  129.     I     No.  169. 


Inches. 
18 
22 

.07 
il^xl4Ji 


l2Hxli%  2'AxUh 


1 

afebLd 

H 
5 

4 

3A 

10 

Wheelock 

5'  8h" 


No.  150. 


nc^ea. 

22 

25/8 

.07 
1  X  14  5i 
2  Ji  X  14  ?.f 

1 

4*4 

a 


lline  to  lineline  to  lit 


^ 

none 

H 

A 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3H 

3 

10 

9 

iVheelock 

Wheelock 

5'  SH' 

5'  SH' 
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TABLE  III. 

DATA  AND  RESULTS  OF  THE  EVAPORATIVE  PERFORM.WCE  IN  THE  CVLIJ>DERS. 


Xame  of  Engine.  Xo.  129 


^te  of  Test.  July  26. 


July  28. 


No.  150. 


July  21. 


1.  Portion  of  the  route ,Spr.  to  E.Br  Spr 

2.  Duration  of  the  test hrs.i  

3.  Number   of   inches   of  feed   water 

consumed in. 

4.  Number  of  pounds  of  feed  water 

consumed lbs. 

5.  Consumption    of    feed    water    per 

hour lbs. 

6.  Average  boiler  pressure lbs. 

7.  Average    pressure    in    right    hand 

chest lbs. 

8.  Average  initial  pressure  in  cylinder 

above  atmosphere lbs. 

9.  Average  normal  initial  pressure  in 

cylinder  above  atmosphere. .  .  lbs. 
10.     Average  pressure  at  cut-off  above 

atmosphere lbs. 

U.     Average  pressure  at  cut-off  above 

zero lbs. 

12.     Average  pressure  at  release  above 

zero lbs. 

13      Pressure  at  release  measured  on  a 

hyperbolic  curve  passing  through 

point  of  cut-off lbs. 

14.  Average    pressure    at    compression 

point  above  zero lbs. 

15.  Average   back   pressure   at   lowest 

point  above  atmosphere lbs. 

16.  Proportion   of   direct   stroke   com- 

pleted at  cut-off 

17.  Actual  cut-off  (clearance  7%) 

IS.     Proportion   of   direct   stroke   com- 
pleted at  release 

19.  Proportion  of  return  stroke  uncom- 

pleted at  compression 

20.  Av.  mean  effective  pressure. .  .  lbs. 

21.  Average  speed  in  revolutions  per 

minute 

22.  Av.  indicated  horse  power.  .  .H.  P. 

23.  Consumption    of    feed    water    per  I  j 

1.  H.  P.  per  hour lbs.  25.65     I         24.51  27.00 

24.  Steam  accounted  for  by  diagram  at  |  | 

cut-offperl.  H.  P.  perhour..   lbs.  19.63  19.39  22  71 

25.  Steam  ac.  for  by  diagram  at  release  I 

per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour lbs.  20.30     I         20.59  23  27 

26.  Proportion  of  feed  ac.  for  by  dia-  .765  .791  .841 

gram  at  cut-off 

27.  Proportion  of  feed  acct.  for  bv  dia- 

gram at  release " .791  .840  .861 

28.  Cars 7  N.  Y.  7  N.  Y.  7  X.  Y. 

Note. — The  points  where  the  varioxis  pressures  given  above  are  measured 

are  represented  upon  diagram  No.  5. 


ipr.  to  E.Br 
0.842 

Spr.  to  E.Br.Spr.  to  E.Br. 
0.867  1           0.871 

23  34 

23  04 

24.44 

12,340 

12,181 

12,921 

14,632 
156 

14.0.50 
156 

14,829 
129 

146 

144 

119 

1.50.0 

151.6 

120  0 

131.0 

133  1 

107.5 

98.2 

103.9 

80.4 

112.9 

118.6 

95.1 

53.5 

54.5 

48.3 

.54.5 

54.7 

49.3 

29.6 

31  3 

30.1 

5.5 

6.9 

7  4 

.329 
.373 

.317 
.362 

.416 
.4.54 

.756 

.771 

.867 

.276 
54.43 

.303 
53.86 

.221 

51.58 

189.3 
570.5 

190.0 
573.2 

190.0 
549.5 
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TABLE  IV. 

DATA  AND  RESULTS  OF  TEST  OF  LOCOMOTIVE  NO.  169,  SEPT.  29,  1888. 


.hrs. 


TOTAL   QUANTITIES. 

1.  Duration  equals  length  of  time  throttle  valv 

open 

2.  Total    consumption    of    Clearfield    bitum 

coal lbs. 

3.  Ashes lbs. 

4.  Total  weight  of  feed  water  consumed lbs. 

5.  Average  indicated  horse  power  developed.. H.  P. 

6.  Average  boiler  pressure lbs. 

7.  Average  back  pressure  at  lowest  point lbs. 

8.  Average  mean  effective  pressure lbs. 

9.  Average  number  revolutions  per  minute 

10.  Temperature  of  feed  water  in  tank deg.  F. 

11.  Average  indication  of  draught  gauge in. 

12.  Maximum        "  "  "      in.[ 

13.  Minimum        "  "  "      in.j 

14.  Average  indication  of  pyrometer  in  smoke  arch 

deg.  F.j 

15.  Maximum  indication  of  pyrometer  in  smoke  arch 

deg.  F. 

16.  Minimum  indication  of  pyrometer  in  smoke  arch 

deg.  F. 

HOURLY    QUANTITIES. 

17.  Coal  per  hour lbs. 

IS.  "       "       "    per  sq.  ft.  of  grate lbs. 

19.  "       "       "   per  indicated  horse  power. ..  .Ibs.j 

20.  Feed  water  per  hour Ibs.l 

21.  "  "       "       "     perl.  H.  P lbs. 

22.  Steamaccountedforby  sample  diagram  at  cut- 

off  lbs.. 

23.  Water  evaporated  per  pound  of  coal Ibs.j 


,381 

502.9 

155.7 

4.9 

47.36 

190 

65 

3.26 

7.5 

0.5 

2,056 
118.2 
4.9 
11,899 
23.66 


5.79 


3,850 
631,6 
157 

■  63.34 

178.5 


15,044 
23.82 


Mr.  .J.  S.  Ciion. — Mr.  Barrus  has  crtlled  attention  to  the  fact  that 
tlie  foal  u.^ed  on  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  was  a  very  high 
(juality  of  bituminous  coal,  whereas  the  coal  used  on  Xo.  383  on  the 
Lehigh  Valley  was  anthracite  of  ordinary  grade,  and  lie  further  states 
that  the  true  test  of  economy  of  the  two  engines  should  be  based  on 
the  quantity  of  feed  water,  just  as  the  economy  of  the  stationary 
engine  should  be  based  on  the  steam  which  it  uses.  We  had  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  in  tliose  tests  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  to  test  that  fact. 
We  ran  fiom  Sugar  Xotch  to  Glen  Summit  for  about  twelve  miles 
on  a  grade  averaging  about  96  feet  to  the  mile,  and  these  engines 
drew  on  the  several  tests  exactly  the  same  train,  consisting  of 
five  cars,  the  weight  of  which,  with  the  passengers,  baggage,  etc., 
was  about  ■J-.i  1,000   pounds,     'i'aking  an  average  of  the  feed  water 


THE  Dlsi'lillUTION-   01'  STEAM    IN  TllK  ,STI!0N(1    LOCOMOTIVE.       031 

toiisuiiRMl  by  No.  38;},  fitted  with  tlie  Strong  valve  gear,  and  the 
other,  fitted  witli  the  oriliiuirv  Stei)lienson  link  and  balaneed  valve, 
the  ditTerenee  in  the  (|iiantity  of  water  consumed — the  average — 
was  -!'■' ',„  I'er  cent,  in  favor  of  the  Strong  valve  gear.  No.  444 
runsunied  moie  water  than  No.  383.  That  was  fitted  not  only 
with  the  Strong  valve  gear,  but  the  Strong  boiler.  The  engineer 
was  afraid  to  earry  the  water  between  the  first  and  second  gauge 
eock.  He  almost  always  had  water  in  the  third  gauge  eoek.  I 
tliink  that  the  stanchird  of  ciiiiiparison  should  be  made  between 
the  two  types  simply  on  the  consumption  of  feed  water  while  tlie 
types  of  boiler  were  practically  the  same. 

Mr.  Barnis.~Mi:  Coon  states  in  a  printed  report  that  engine 
Xo.  444  had  trouble  from  water  priming  over  into  the  cylinders, 
and  tliat  the  steel  admission  valves  of  the  engine  leaked.  I  think  it 
is  stated  iu  the  same  report  that  the  boiler  frequently  blew  off  dur- 
ing the  tests.  Xow  the  same  kind  of  comparison  which  I  made 
on  Xo.  383  shows  that  the  steam  accounted  for  by  the  indicator 
was  !)?  per  cent,  of  the  feed  water  consumption.  This  allows  a 
margin  of  only  three  per  cent,  for  cylinder  condensation,  leakage, 
priming  and  blowing  off.     I  think  there  is  some  discrepancy  here. 

Mr.  Coon. — It  must  be  distinctly  borne  in  mind  that  the  figure 
given  by  Mr.  Barrus  is  his  figure,  not  mine. 

Mr.  Barrus. — I  based  my  computation  on  (he  jiublished  figures 
given  in  ilr.  Dean's  paper.  I  do  not  know  what  else  we  have  to  go 
by.     1  should  like  to  have  some  explanation  of  that  discrepancy. 

Mr.  Coon. — I  shall  also  have  to  decline  to  be  responsible  for  Mr. 
Dean's  figures. 

.V;-.  Barriix. — Mr.  Coon  does  not  feel  disposed  to  answer  tiiis 
matter,  and  so  I  will  assist  him.  if  he  will  allow  me.  I  understand 
that  the  method  empl()ye<l  in  conducting  these  tests — that  is,  in 
working  up  the  amount  of  power  developed  by  the  engine — was  this: 
It  appears  that  some  of  the  runs — in  fact,  on  a  good  many  of  tke 
runs — the  time  was  about  three  minutes,  in  some  cases  two  minutes, 
in  some  cases  four  or  five  minutes,  and  in  some  eases  a  longer  time, 
between  the  stops  at  the  stations.  Some  of  these  runs  are  reported 
as  of  twenty  nfinutes  total  duration,  and  in  that  time  there  were 
three  or  four  stops.  Xow,  in  working  up  the  cards  I  understand 
tiuit  no  cards  were  figured  that  were  taken  before  the  engine  had 
attained  its  full  working  .speed,  and  that  the  whole  time  of  tiu;  run 
was  taken  from  the  time  the  engine  started  until  the  time  the 
engine   stopped,    no   allowance   being   made    for    the   time    that   the 
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throttle  valve  was  shut.  The  power  developed  from  the  time  the 
engine  started  until  the  time  tlie  engine  reached  its  normal  speed  was 
thrown  out,  and  the  assumption  is  made  tliat  the  power  developed 
during  that  time  is  the  average  developed  wliile  the  engine  was  in 
normal  working,  and  also  that  the  power  developed  during  the 
remaining  time,  after  the  throttle  valve  was  shut  until  the  engine 
was  brought  to  rest,  was  also  that  same  average.  In  reality,  during 
this  last  period  there  was  no  power  developed.  I  think  the  diffi- 
culty is  that  the  duration  of  the  various  periods  of  the  test  has  been 
taken  too  short.  For  this  reason  the  quantity  of  water  consumed 
per  hour  comes  out  too  small.  Probably  also,  for  tlie  reason  given, 
the  average  indicated  power  is  too  large.  I  think  that  this  explains 
the  discrepancy. 

Mr.  Coon. — I  agree  with  Mr.  Barrus  that  the  time  during  which 
the  tests  were  conducted  was  too  short  to  get  a  very  valuable  record 
of  the  indicated  power  of  the  engines,  and  if  Mr.  Barrus  will 
remember  liow  the  report  is  written — my  report  to  Mr.  Leavitt — 
he  will  recall  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  account  for  the 
quantity  of  feed  water  in  the  cards,  from  the  fact  tliat  I  did  not 
myself  consider  that  the  runs  were  of  sufficient  length  to  warrant 
that  kind  of  investigation.  The  object  of  the  tests  was  simply  and 
only  to  get  a  comparison  between  the  Strong  tyi^e  and  the  other 
type,  and  no  matter  what  system  was  adopted,  we  could  get  a  com- 
parative record  of  the  types.  T  will  not  say  that  it  is  proper  to  take 
the  records  we  obtained  and  compare  them  with  the  records  obtained 
by  Mr.  Barrus,  which  might  have  been  conducted  under  more  favor- 
able circumstances. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Mattes.— 1  did  not  understand  that  Mr.  Coon's  test  of 
the  comparative  merits  of  the  Strong  and  ordinary  valve  gear  on  thr 
runs  stated,  from  Sugar  Notch  to  Glen  Summit,  was  intended  to  be 
a  scientific  test.  I  understood  it  was  intended  to  be  a  practical 
comparison  between  these  two  types  of  gear  under  as  nearly  as 
practicable  identical  conditions.  While  the  test  may  not  give  us 
scientific  facts,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  food  for  thought  for 
engineers  interested  in  these  various  types  of  gear,  in  the  fact  that 
there  was  so  large  a  difference  developed  in  the  quantity  of  water 
consumed  by  these  two  engines  on  that  identical  run.  When  a  differ- 
ence so  large  as  twenty  per  cent,  in  the  quantity  of  feed  water  con- 
sumed in  the  run  is  shown,  there  must  be  something  radical  about 
that  gear  to  produce  it.  We  can  eliminate  a  great  deal  for  errors 
of    observation,    etc..    and    still    have    left    a    large    figure.      Every 
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oiisxineer  t'liiuiliar  with  tlie  subject  knows  that  a  hirge  locomotive  of 
cightwn  or  nineteen  inches  cylinder,  by  say  twenty-four  inch 
stroke,  puUin'r  a  heavy  passenger  train  at  the  liigliest  possible  speed 
lor  sometliing  like  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  against  a  ninety-six  foot 
grade,  will  use  a  very  large  quantity  of  water  in  that  time.  The 
i|uantities  consumed  are  large  enougli,  taken  in  connection  witli  a 
difference  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  give  us  something  that  for  i)raiti- 
lai  purposes  is  really  valuable. 

Mr.  Snell. — I  would  like  to  ask  the  question.  During  these  trials 
was  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind  the  same?  Going  the  speed 
at  which  tlie  engine  goes,  it  might  be  a  quarter  or  Imlf  an  ounce 
pressure  on  each  square  incli. 

Mi:  Coon. — The  weather  during  the  tests  which  were  made  dur- 
ing the  month  of  May  was  every  day  just  like  it  is  to-day,  or  just 
like  the  weatlier  has  been  this  week.  There  was  every  day  blowing 
a  slight  wind  up  the  mountain,  not  enough  to  effect  the  results  very 
much.  There  was  one  day  when  the  wind  blew  very  hard;  then  the 
consumption  of  feed  water  and  coal  was  very  mudi  increased. 

Mr.  Mattes  has  called  attention  to  a  point  about  the  large  quan- 
tity of  feed  water  consumed,  and  I  will  give  those  figures.  The 
mean  consumption'  of  water  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Glen  Summit 
on  four  runs,  for  383,  fitted  with  the  Strong  gear,  was  17,9 1 2 
])Ounds.  For  357,  fitted  with  the  link  motion  it  was  21,585  pounds. 
These  figures  go  in  conjunction  with  the  loads  I  gave. 

The  President. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Coon  if  the  loconu)tive 
which  was  fitted  with  the  old  type  of  gear  was  overhauled  before 
the  trial  and  the  valves  reset? 

Mr.  Coon. — Mr.  Mitchell  was  asked  to  give  us  tlie  best  locomo- 
tive he  had  fitted  with  the  Stephenson  link  motion,  and  he  gave  us 
this  one.  It  had  been  out  of  the  shop  about  two  months — may  be 
not  so  long  as  that ;  I  would  not  state  positively. 

The  President. — That  is  a  very  important  matter  in  a  test  of  that 
kind.  Both  engines  and  apparatus  should  be  in  equally  good  con- 
dition.   Was  any  examination  made  of  that  gear? 

Mr.  Conn. — Xo,  sir.  We  did  not  examine  the  valves  at  a  close 
of  tlie  trial  on  any  of  tlie  engines.* 

Before  we  pass  to  the  next  subject,  Mr.  Baldwin  has  suggested 
that  I  call  attention  to  the  fact,  which  every  engineer  will  at  once 

*Eng.  444,  fitted  with  the  Strong  gear,  had  cast-steel  valves  and  seats,  which 
had  cut  badly  and  were  leaking  during  the  tests.  These  cast-steel  valves  and 
spat.s  have  been  replaced  by  ca.st-iron  ones. 
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recognize  as  a  very  important  one,  that  the  Strong  locomotive 
labored  under  the  disadvantage  that  any  radical  change  in  existing 
types  must  labor  under.  There  was  a  very  strong  prejudice  against 
the  Strong  locomotive  on  the  part  of  the  engineer  running  it.  The 
fireman,  it  is  true,  was  not  prejudiced  against  it,  but  the  engineer 
was  taken  from  his  regular  locomotive.  He  was  a  large  thick-set 
man,  and  the  Strong  locomotive  was  not  quite  so  easy  to  get  in  and 
out  of  as  his  own  locomotive.  He  was  one  of  those  Pennsylvania 
Dutchmen  who  are  pretty  liai-d  to  manage,  and  we  could  not  get 
him  to  do  what  we  wanted. 

Mr.  Xagle. — I  suggest  that  the  personal  equation  of  the  experts 
should  enter  into  every  test. 

Prof.  R.  H.  Thurston.* — The  locomotive  has  been  at  a  standstill, 
so  far  as  its  general  design  is  concerned,  for  so  many  years,  that  any- 
thing which  gives  any  promise  of  bringing  about  a  substantial  and 
permanent  advance  in  its  construction  and  its  economical  operation 
should  receive  very  respectful  consideration.  The  standard  engine 
of  to-day  is,  in  all  important  details,  substantially  the  engine  of 
Stephenson.  Now  and  then  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  effect  the 
change  of  economical  value  in  some  detail  of  construction;  and  now 
and  then  an  inventor,  like  Wootton,  has  actually  made  a  radical 
modifii-ation  of  the  machine  for  a  special  purpose;  but  the  boiler 
of  the  standard  engine  is  to-day  substantially,  on  the  whole,  that 
of  the  engines  of  1830  to  1840,  and  the  engine  and  its  valve  motion 
have  remained  unchanged  for  nearly  a  half  century.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Stevens  did  some  interesting  work  in  the  use  of  a  cut-off  valve,  and 
Joy  has  brought  into  use  a  radically  different  type  of  valve  motion ; 
while  a  hundred  inventors  have  tentatively  applied  their  various 
forms  of  balanced  valve  with  as  various  success.  The  standard 
engine,  however,  is  practically,  as  it  seems  to-day,  crystallized,  per- 
haps fossilized. 

It  has  seemed  to  mo  that  tlie  work  of  Mr.  Strong  has  been,  to 
say  the  least,  thoroughly  deserving  of  careful  study,  and  his  engine 
is  entitled  to  tlie  most  complete  and  thorough  test  under  all  the 
usual  conditions  of  every-day  work.  An  examination  of  his  plans 
and  the  study  of  the  reported  data  obtained  during  the  trials  of  his 
engines  seem  to  me  to  indicate  the  probability  that  he  has  effected 
the  pur])o?e  which  he  had  in  view  so  completely  as  to  at  least  make 
it  certain   that   his  devices  will  have  that  lengthened  and  practical 


*ContributP(l  after  adjournnipnt. 
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trial  wliicli  alone  ean  dctunniiie  whether  the  maeliine  is  so  iiiiieh 
better  in  de^iurn.  constnietion  and  operation,  under  tlie  Ufsual  coii- 
(.litious  of  serviee,  as  to  give  it  fair  ehanee  of  displaeinj;  tlie  older 
type.  The  introdiu-tiou  of  tlie  eorru<jated  flue  as  a  fire-box  cannot, 
I  presume,  be  expected  to  give  any  observable  gain  in  the  econom- 
ical working  of  a  clean  boiler,  so  far  as  cost  of  fuel  is  concerned ; 
but  the  displacing  of  the  old  Hat-topped  (ire-box,  with  its  forest  of 
stays  and  its  grating  of  girders,  its  .innumerable  cages  for  scale  and 
sediment,  and  its  multitudinous  opportunities  for  breakage  and 
burning  and  corrosion,  is  most  unquestionably  a  matter  of  impor- 
tance. It  is  unfortunate  that  greater  height  cannot  be  secured  by 
this  system  for  combustion  above  the  fire,  but  the  combustion  cham- 
ber beyond  tlie  grate  is  a  very  valuable  compensation  for  that  loss. 
Tlie  strength,  stiffness,  accessibility,  and  above  all  the  simplicity 
of  this  construction,  are,  to  my  mind,  improvements  over  the  old 
design  of  no  ordinary  value.  I  Judge  from  the  results  reported  that 
no  serious  practical  difficulties  are  found  in  firing  these  grates. 
That  would  be  the  lirst  thing  I  should  look  for.  With  the  corru- 
gated furnace,  it  would  seem  that  any  increase  of  pressure  which 
may  seem  likely  to  prove  desirable  may  be  adopted  with  safety  and 
satisfactory  final  result.  I  do  not,  however,  anticipate  any  very 
immediate  and  rapid  advance  in  the  direction  of  higher  pressures 
in  locomotive  practice,  although  I  have  no  question  that  increasing 
pressures  are  to  be  the  element  of  further  advance  in  that,  as  in  any 
other  department  of  steam  engine  work. 

The  other  essential  peculiarity  of  the  Strong  engine^  its  valve 
motion,  appears  to  me,  if  a  less  obvious,  a  no  less  essential  element 
of  such  success,  as  the  limited  experience  so  far  had  with  the  loco- 
motive has  indicated.  The  endeavor  to  secure  a  good  distribution 
of  steam  in  the  locomotive  with  a  fairly  simple  form  of  gearing 
has  been  in  the  thought  of  every  engineer  for  many  years.  Noth- 
ing, as  yet,  however,  has  been  able  to  displace  the  old  Stephenson 
gear.  If  well  designed  and  properly  put  together,  it  is  simple, 
effective  and  durable  beyond  any  other  device  yet  tried  up  to 
date,  unless  it  should  prove  that  the  Joy  gear— which,  however, 
gives  a  very  similar  distribution— should  be  finally  found  its  superior 
in  the  latter  quality. 

But  it  is  evidently  certain  that  if  we  are  to  seek  the  best  and  an 
adjustable  arrangement  of  both  steam  and  exhaust  sides,  we  must 
have  independent  steam  and  exhaust  motions.  It  is  further  obvious 
that  if  we   are  to  seek  reduced  clearance   and  greater   power   from 
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the  same  cylinder,  we  must  use  separate  valves;  while,  if  we  desire 
to  get  maximum  rapidity  of  ingress  and  exit  of  steam,  large  port 
•  area  must  be  adopted;  and  this  means,  if  much  gain  is  sought  in 
this  direction,  the  use  of  the  gridiron  valve.  The  construction 
employed  by  the  designer  of  this  engine  is  thus  logically  correct, 
and  it  is  simply  to  be  ascertained  by  trial  whether  these  desiderata 
are  obtainable  in  the  manner  adopted  without  the  introduction  of 
other  elements  of  more  than  compensating  quality. 

Of  the  two  methods  of  securing  reduced  expenditure  of  power 
in  the  working  of  valves,  that  by  balancing  and  that  by  adopting 
Corliss'  idea  of  making  their  movement  take  place  mainly  when 
there  is  least  pressure  on  them  and  they  are  of  themselves  most 
nearly  balanced,  I  should  regard  the  latter  as  the  better,  if  a  choice 
must  be  made.  Experience  with  balanced  valves  indicates  that 
they,  if  in  good  order,  greatly  reduce  the  internal  resistances  of 
the  engine.  This  occurs  in  greater  amount  than  is  commonly  sus- 
pected or  realized  by  the  average  engineer,  I  think.  I  have  in 
several  cases  found  it  to  make  the  difference  between  one-fourth 
the  total  friction  of  engine  and  one-twentietli,  or  even  less.  But  it 
rarely  happens,  1  think,  that  the  balancing  device  is  satisfactorily 
and  permanently  reliable  as  actually  operated  by  the  average 
attendant.  Either  of  these  methods  is  good  when  well  carried 
out,  and  their  combination  is  very  probably  still  better;  but  the 
system  here  used  has  tiie  advantage,  apparently,  of  giving  certainty 
and  permanence  of  useful  result.  If  it  suddenly  opens  an  enor- 
mously large  port,  holds  it  open  until  it  is  time  to  close,  and  then 
promptly  shuts  otf  steam  from  the  cylinder,  a  valve  motion  must 
necessarily  give  some  considerable  increase  in  power,  and  probably 
visible  economy,  as  compared  with  the  older  forms.  It  requires  no 
experimental  proof,  and  trial  is  only  needed  to  settle  the  question. 
How  much  is  gained?  The  Walsehaert  system  which  is  the  basis 
of  tiie  Strong  gear,  so  far  as  the  initial  part  of  the  kinematic  chain 
is  concerned,  has  been  long  in  use  and  with  good  results  abroad, 
and  1  have  no  doubt  will  do  well  here.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  arrangement,  as  a  whole,  will  prove  a  good  one. 

The  data  and  results  of  test  here  discussed  seem  to  me,  all  evi- 
dence being  given  due  weight,  to  indicate  that  the  engine  has  not 
only  merit,  but,  in  important  directions,  great  superiority.  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  elsewhere  seen  as  good  distribution  of  steam, 
as  large  cards  and  high  power  from  equal  cylinder  capacity,  and 
the    economy    shown    appears    to    me    excellent.      Especially    for    a 
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service  at  liigh  speed,  and  witli  heavy  trains.  1  should  expeet  this 
niacliine  to  prove  valuable.  Tiie  design  appears  to  me  sensible, 
ingenious  aud  well  contrived  in  all  main  points,  and  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  to  anticipate  any  special  difficulties  arising  from  its 
peculiar  features.  It  can  hardly  be  denied  that  the  prompt  admis- 
sion, high  steam  line,  sharp  cut-off,  clean  expansion  and  good  ex- 
haust with  low  back  pressure,  secured  here,  are  advantages;  the 
magnitude  of  those  advantages  may  be  questioned,  and  it  is  trials 
like  those  of  Mr.  Coon  and  others  which  must  finally  decide  whether 
they  are  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  slightly  increased  cost  of  the  new 
engine,  and  the  special  disadvantages,  if  any,  which  the  innova- 
tions of  Mr.  Strong  may  be  found  to  introduce. 

Mr.  Geo.  S.  Strong.'" — I  hope  that  Mr.  Ucan  will  liavc  an  oppor- 
tunity to  wiite  a  supplen:ent  to  iii.-;  paper,  cniluiilying  results  from 
data  collected  by  liimself  in  a  test  of  No.  41  1,  which  I  hope  to 
have  him  conduct  when  she  is  in  a  condition  to  test,  which  was 
not  the  case  when  she  was  tested  by  Mr.  Coon. 

This  engine,  like  all  first  attempts  in  making  so  radical  a  de- 
parture, had  some  defects,  both  in  design  and  construction,  the 
most  serious  of  which  was  the  workmanship  of  the  boiler.  This 
defect  caused  leakage,  which  interfered  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
boiler,  caused  the  use  of  a  small  exhaust  nozzle,  and  thus  excessive 
back  pressure,  which  was  detrimental  to  her  performance.  The 
steel  valves  which  were  used,  but  which  have  since  been  displaced 
by  cast-iron  ones,  leaked. 

The  defects  of  the  boiler  have  been  remedied  by  putting  in  our 
latest  improved  fire-bo.xes,  having  a  welded  junction  piece  and 
Adamson  joints,  instead  of  lap  seams,  and  the  tubes  have  been 
jirovided  with  copper  ferrules  where  they  had  none  before.  These 
changes  enable  the  engine  to  steam  freely  with  a  very  large  nozzle, 
and  thus  to  diminish  the  back  pressure. 

I  hope  the  test  referred  to  will  be  made  when  pulling  heavy 
express  trains  on  a  nearly  level  road,  where  long  runs  can  be  made 
with  but  few  stops.  This  will  enable  us  to  eliminate  elements  of 
uncertainty  to  a  great  extent,  and  avoid  the  wastes  of  coal  and 
water  by  kowing  off,  which  arc  unavoidable  after  passing  the  top 
of  a  heavy  mountain  grade. 

There  are  many  parts  of  Mr.  Dean's  paper  which  are  worthy  of 
careful   study,   especially   those   relating   to   early   release   and   early 
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fompressioii,  as  these  are  matters  which  are  but  little  under- 
stood, even  by  many  well-informed  engineers,  many  of  whom 
believe  them  to  be  desirable  qualities  without  regard  to  clearances, 
port  areas  and  the  action  of  the  valves.  A  friend  of  mine  once 
announced  to  me  that  he  was  going  to  build  a  small  locomotive 
with  four  valves,  steam  and  exhaust  independently  worked,  just 
for  the  sake  of  settling  the  question  of  the  amount  of  compression 
necessary  for  smooth  working,  and  the  absence  of  pounding  when 
running  fast.  I  informed  him  that  he  need  not  do  that,  as  we 
were  building  large  ones  which  would  settle  the  question.  This 
we  liave  done,  and  it  does  not  require  an  expert  to  determine  the 
amounts  of  compression  for  different  speeds  and  points  of  cut-off. 
The  ordinary  engineer  quickly  acquires  this  knowledge,  and  han- 
dles his  engine  accordingly. 

As  to  one  speaker's  critici.<m  of  ilr.  Dean's  paper,  and  the  data 
collected  by  Mr.  Coon,  it  is  quite  evident  from  his  remarks  that  he 
has  not  made  himself  familiar  with  the  Strong  valve  gear.  The 
accompanying  diagrams  (Figs.  341  to  345)  of  the  qualities  of  the 
link  gear  as  designed  by  Mr.  Eeuben  Wells,  formerly  of  the 
Louisville  and  Xashville  E.  E.,  and  now  superintendent  of  one 
of  tiie  largest  locomotive  works,  which  was  presented  to  the  Mas- 
ter Mechanics'  Association,  at  Niagara  Falls,  in  1882,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  comparing  the  link  motion  with  a  type  of  radial  gear  [then 
under  consideiation],  show  very  clearly  what  a  good  link  motion 
will  accomplish.  Similar  diagrams  from  the  Strong  gear  are 
shown  (Figs.  346  to  352).  These  diagrams  refute  the  statements 
concerning  release,  compression  and  card  areas,  unless  he  meant  at 
a  cut-off  at  20  inches,  at  which  point  the  link  does  not  show  its 
defects.  Both  gears  are  all  right  as  starting  gears,  but  the  com- 
parison should  be  made  with  reference  to  their  qualities  as  expan- 
sion gears. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  diagrams  that  with  tlic  link  motion 
the  earliest  cut-off  is  at  41/2  inches,  wiicn  the  exhaust  takes  place  at 
]4i.<,  inches,  thus  getting  10  inches  of  expansion.  The  compression 
at  the  same  time  begins  at  HYo  inches  on  the  return  stroke,  or  the 
engine  is  compressing  on  one  side  of  the  juston  and  exhausting  on 
the  other. 

Xow,  let  us  imagine  an  engine  carrying  IGO  pounds  of  steam,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  engine,  and  suppose  her  to  be 
working  at  41/0  inches  cut-off,  and  tliat  there  was  a  perfect  admission 
withinit    wire-drawintr.      At    the    point    of    cut-oft"    she    would    have 
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160  pounds  of  steam,  and  it  would,  at  the  time  of  exhaust,  consider- 
ing clearance,  have  expanded  twice.  If  it  were  not  for  wire-draw- 
ing the  e.xhaust,  this  steam  would  be  sent  into  the  atmosphere  at 
(JO  to  80  pounds,  with  the  result  of  pulling  the  fire  out  of  the  fire- 
lox.  The  link  motion  cannot  exhaust  at  this  pressure,  because  the 
steam  is  wire-drawn  at  the  admission,  the  cut-oft',  and  at  the  ex- 
liaust.  It  is  a  miserable  makeshift  for  liigh  pressures  and  high 
speeds  when  considered  as  an  expansion  gear. 

Xow  let  us  consider  the  other  (Strong)  gear  at  its  earliest  cut-off, 
as  per  these  diagrams  and  by  Fig.  188.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
admission  commences  very  soon  after  the  exhaust  valve  closes,  and 
as  the  port  edge  is  very  long  (viz.,  46  inches  against  16  inches  on 
an  ordinary  engine),  and  the  lead's/a,  inch,  the  pressure  is  fairly  up 
to  boiler  pressure.  While  there  is  some  wire-drawing,  it  is  not 
great,  and  the  high-pressure  steam  is  expanded  well  down  to  the 
atmosphere,  and  then  exhausted  at  221/2  inches,  instead  of  at  I414 
inches,  as  with  the  link  motion,  the  terminal  pressure  being  20 
pounds,  instead  of  say  70  pounds.  It  all  went  out  on  li/o  inches, 
instead  of  91^  inches.  On  the  return  stroke  it  was  compressed 
through  31/^  inches,  instead  of  9i/>  inches,  as  with  the  link. 

One  speaker  refers  to  the  appearance  of  the  cards  and  says :  "  I 
submit  that  the  Boston  and  Albany  diagrams  have  a  more  pleasing 
effect  to  the  eye  than  those  taken  from  the  other  engine."'  I  would 
remark  that  there  is  no  accounting  for  taste,  but  taste  has  but  little 
to  do  with  such  matters.  Engineei-ing  is  an  exact  science,  every 
quantity  is  capable  of  exact  measurement,  and  assumptions  are  not 
in  order. 

As  to  the  attempt  to  show  flaws  in  Mr.  Dean's  figures,  and  dis- 
crepancies in  Mr.  Coon's  report,  it  should  be  remembered  that  it 
is  much  easier  to  find  fault  than  it  is  to  do  faultless  work. 

The  attempt  to  make  comparisons  of  the  Boston  and  Albany, 
and  other  engines,  is  unfortunate,  as  the  former  burned  select  bitu- 
minous coal,  and  the  latter  "  run  of  the  mine "  anthracite.  I  am 
willing  to  substantially  place  engine  Xo.  383  against  any  other 
existing  anthracite  fuel-burning  engine  of  the  ordinary  type,  vrith. 
the  expectation  of  a  saving  of  no  less  than  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the 
fuel. 

In  regard  to  the  ratios  of  actual  water  consumption,  and  the 
consumption  as  shown  by  the  diagrams,  there  is  no  stationary  prac- 
tice to  compare  these  pcrfonnances  with.  Experts  have  probably 
never  tested   a   -l-gridiron-valve  engine,   making  a   piston   speed   of 
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800  01'  900  feet  per  minute,  with  a  boiler  pressure  of  165  to  170 
pounds  pressure. 

Such  a  test  will  reveal  surprises  to  anybody,  as  cylinder  conden- 
sation becomes  a  matter  of  small  importance,  and  leakage  cannot 
occur  with  a  tight  piston  and  gridiron  valves. 

The  point  made  by  Mr.  Mattes  is  a  very  important  one. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Dean* — I  distinctly  made  an  efEort  to  substantiate 
all  of  the  claims  which  I  made  in  my  own  name  for  the  Strong 
locomotive,  and  when  those  claims  could  not  be  substantiated  it 
was  noted.  The  principal  debaters  have  pretty  generally  conceded 
the  points  which  I  made,  and  admitted  in  a  general  way  the  superi- 
ority of  a  four-valve  locomotive.  Wlien  writing  the  paper  I  was 
aware  that  the  quoted  results  on  the  B.  &  A.  E.  R.  tests  showed  a 
smaller  consumption  of  coal,  water  and  steam  than  was  realized  by 
the  Lehigh  Valley  engines.  Knowing,  as  I  did,  that  bituminous 
and  anthracite  coal  consumptions  by  locomotives  should  never  be 
compared,  I  gave  but  little  thought  to  the  coal  matter.  In  regard 
to  the  consumption  of  water  and  dry  saturated  steam,  I  could 
only  suppose  that  the  easier  work  which  the  B.  &  A.  engine  had 
to  perform  enabled  it  to  be  run  more  advantageously.  It  developed 
much  less  power  than  the  Leliigh  YaUey  engines. 

One  of  the  speakers  in  commenting  on  the  relative  coal  consump- 
tions of  the  B.  &  A.  and  L.  V.  engines,  saj-s  that  comparisons  of 
bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  consumptions,  while  not  proper,  are 
suggestive.  I  cannot  admit  that  they  are  even  suggestive,  and  in 
support  of  this,  I  append  quantities  which  represent  the  relative 
performance  of  a  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Co.'s  locomotive 
(Xo.  185),  which  was  tried  upon  the  B.  &  A.  II.  R.  in  the  summer 
of  188:5.  and  B.  &  A.  engines  Xos.  IS?  and  169.  Xo.  185  was  a 
19"  X  vl"  anthracite  coal  burner,  with  the  typical  long  fire-box,  and 
the  B.  tt  A.  R.  R.  Co.  desired  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  using 
hard  coal  burners  for  their  express  passenger  traffic.  Xo.  185  was 
attended  by  a  fireman  from  the  D.  &  H.  C.  Co.'s  line,  who  had  had 
experience  with  anthracite  coal.  All  three  locomotives  were  used 
in  the  .same  kind  of  service.  The  following  table,  which  was  given 
to  me  by  the  late  Mr.  Colby,  master  mechanic  of  the  B.  &  A.  RR. 
at  Boston,  shows  how  badly  beaten  was  the  hard  coaler : 

*.4uthor's  closure  under  the  rules. 
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MUes  run  per  ton  of 
2,000  Iba. 

Pounds  of  coiU  per 

Miles  run. 

C«t.ffne.per 

No.  185 

29 

67.07 

2,600 

$0.2369 

No.  109 

53 

38.60 

5,000 

0.1351 

No.  137 

57 

35.09 

5,956 

0.1230 

Xo.  185  was  built  bv  the  Dickson  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Scran- 
tou.  Pa. 

In  this  case  the  fuel  consumption  was  nearly  two  to  one  in  favor 
of  bituminous  coal. 

I  was  once  in  possession  of  figures,  pointing  to  tlie  same  conclu- 
sion with  reference  to  the  locomotive  "■  William  E.  Robinson,'"  of 
the  Boston  and  Providence  R.  E.  This  engine  was  originally  a  hard 
coaler,  but  was  afterwards  converted  to  a  soft  coaler.  In  1883,  or 
thereabouts,  I  examined  some  performance  sheets  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Eailroad,  and  was  struck  with  the  great  coal  consumption  by 
locomotives  on  the  Xew  York  Division,  over  those  on  the  next 
west  division.  All  passenger  locomotives  on  the  Xew  York  divis- 
ion burn  anthracite  coal  of  the  best  quality. 

The  quantities  given  in  the  table  do  not,  of  course,  represent  the 
ditferent  calorific  values  of  the  two  coals,  but  there  is  an  unavoid- 
able waste  in  connection  with  the  use  of  hard  coal  on  a  locomotive 
at  the  end  of  the  trip.  Another  cause  of  waste  in  the  use  of  hard 
coal  is  the  fact  tliat  most  of  the  companies  using  it  produce  their 
own  coal.  There  is,  in  consequence,  no  need  of  economy  in  its 
use. 

I  am  wiiolly  at  a  loss  to  understand  on  what  consideration  the 
statement  is  based  that  in  the  Strong  engine  there  is  early  release. 
The  diagrams  do  not  show  it,  and  certainly  the  fact  is  agamst  it. 
If  the  release  was  a  little  earlier  at  a  high  speed,  it  would  be  better. 
It  was  also  stated  that  tlie  compression  begins  too  early  in  the 
Strong  engine.  Table  C,  following,  shows  that  it  does  not.  The 
indicator  diagrams  apparently  show  at  high  speeds  that  compression 
begins  somewhere  near  [but  later  than]  the  middle  of  the  back- 
ward stroke.  This  is  due  to  wire-drawing  the  exhaust  as  it  tries  to 
escape.  A  link  motion  locomotive  at  high  speeds  often,  for  this 
reason,  when  closing  the  exhaust  at  8  or  9  inches  from  the  end  of 
the  stroke,  apparently  begins  to  compress  at  15  or  18  inches  from 
the  end. 
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In  working  uj)  c-arils,  this  point  cannot  be  too  earefully  remem- 
bered. 

That  the  link  motion  has  the  defects  of  early  release  and  early 
compression  is  ajjpareut  from  Tables  A  and  B  following. 

One  of  the  debaters  seems  also  to  think  that  the  back  pressures 
of  the  Strong  locomotives  are  excessive.  I  showed  in  tlie  paper 
that  they  are  mu<-li  lower  than  those  of  link-motion  engines  work- 
ing under  the  san\e  conditions. 


TABLE  OF  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  STEAM  IN  LAUDER  ENGINES,  O.  C.  R.  R.  CYLINDERS, 

18"  X  24". 


Lead. 

Cut-ofT. 

Release. 

Exhaust  Closure. 

Notch. 

Front. 

Back. 

Front. 

Back. 

Front. 

Back. 

Front. 

Back. 

^ 

A" 

20  M" 

20  M" 

23  J^" 

23     " 

%" 

1     " 

2 

iiV" 

^ 

20A" 

20     " 

ig: 

22  J^" 

life" 

1^8" 

3 

a" 

g 

18t^" 

18     " 

22  K" 

2%" 

1    1" 

4 

16)4" 

16  k" 

21^" 

21  A" 

2H" 
3  k" 

5 

a" 

riH" 

13  X" 

201/8" 

20  A" 

VA" 

6 

A" 

1 

lOVs" 

lOA" 

18^" 

18  34" 

5^8" 

5^" 

7 

^" 

-JH" 

7  A" 

17     " 

17  A" 

7     " 

6-i" 

8 

H" 

55 

4H" 

4  A" 

im" 

15^" 

8,4" 

84" 

Center 

Vi" 

3     " 

2K/ 

1211" 

13J/8" 

uA" 

10/^" 

TABLE    OF   THE    DISTRIBUTION    OP    STEAM    IN    CLASS    "p"    ENGINE    PENNSYLVANIA 
R.    R.    CYLINDERS    18  W  X  24". 


Notch. 

Lead. 

Cutoff. 

Release. 

Exhaust  Closure. 

Port  OpeninB. 

Full  Gear. 

Vs" 

" 

23  K" 

%" 

" 

13 

Vi" 

8     " 

16^" 

-!%' 

^" 

14 

6     " 

15     " 

9    " 

M" 

15 

A" 

m" 

13A" 

lOH" 
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TABLE  C. 

TABLE    OF   DISTRIBUTION   OF   STEAM   IN   STRONG    LOCOMOTIVE,    24'   STROKE. 


''°<''-                        CoSn.. 

Cut-off. 

Hclciuc. 

Closure.* 

Port 
Opeiung.t 

19>,. 
12 

8 

22  J^ 

22  J^ 

22  J^ 

22  K  or  22  M 

2H 

2H 

2ys  otS% 

lA 

> 

1-i  Stroke ^i, 

'^stroke                                   ^ 
Mid-gear                                   ^ 

The  quantities  in  the  tables  show  that  the  Strong  gear  is  not 
troubled  with  premature  exhaust  nor  with  excessive  compression. 

In  comparing  the  port  openings  of  the  Strong  engine  with  those 
of  the  Pennsylvania  engine,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  ports 
of  the  latter  have  a  length  of  93  per  cent,  of  the  diameter  of  the 
cylinder.  Reducing  the  openings  of  the  Strong  ports,  given  in  the 
table,  to  this  basis,  the  figures  would  be  respectivelv  I'Vie",  ^'/s-", 
'V3."  and  ^V64"- 

A  charge  is  made  that  I  treated  the  B.  &  A.  unfairly  in  com- 
paring cylinder  cai)acities  by  taking  a  card  from  it  which  had  an 
earlier  cut-off  than  tliat  used  from  the  Strong  engine.  If  this  is  true, 
it  is  because  I  did  not  possess  the  original  of  the  B.  &  A.  card,  and 
was  obliged  to  use  the  reproduction  of  it  from  the  Railroad 
Gazette.  A  distinct  effort  was  made  not  to  lay  myself  open  to 
this  charge.  In  determining  the  point  of  cut-off  from  the  card, 
the  point  of  contra-flexure  was  taken,  as  near  as  could  be  deter- 
mined. The  same  speaker  also  says  that  in  making  such  compari- 
sons cards  should  be  used  having  boiler  pressures,  speeds  and  points 
of  cut-off  the  same;  I  should  say  having  initial  pressures,  speeds 
and  points  of  cut-off  the  same. 

With  reference  to  wire-drawing,  the  cards  show  that  in  the 
Strong  gear  the  first  part  of  the  steam  line  is  full,  but  that  there  is 
great  wire-drawing  toward  the  point  of  cut-off.  The  tables  just 
given  show  that  the  port  opening  is  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  the 
link  motion,  and  the  cards  show  that  this  difference  is  effective. 


*Can  be  closed  as  early  as  desired  up  to  10  inches  from  end  of  stroke,  but  the 
quantities  given  are  those  preferred.  The  change  i-s  made  by  moving  the  ex- 
haust lever  in  the  cab. 

tReduced  to  an  equivalent  port,  having  a  length  equal  to  the  diameter  of  the 
cylinder. 
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AVitli  reference  to  the  inconsistencies  of  the  tables  of  which  com- 
plaint is  made,  they  are  more  apparent  than  real.  Certain  repre- 
sentative cards  were  selected  and  very  carefully  worked  up,  and 
the  average  powers  deduced  from  them  ought  not  to  be  considered 
the  average  powers  of  the  engines.  The  cards  selected  stand  solely 
on  their  own  merits.  As  for  the  ratios  of  95  and  97  per  cent, 
between  the  actual  water  consumed  and  the  steam  accounted  for 
by  the  indicator,  they  are  incorrect  doubtless  for  the  reason  given 
by  Mr.  Barrus.  In  the  notes  which  I  used  no  record  is  given  of 
the  time  during  which  the  throttle  was  open,  and  therefore  of  the 
time  during  which  the  engine  was  developing  power. 

Mr.  Coon's  method  of  measuring  the  water  was  admirable,  and 
could  not  be  improved,  except  perhaps  by  checking  the  results  with 
one  or  two  water  meters.  The  actual  water  consumptions  as  given 
in  the  tables  are  only  valuable  in  comparing  engines  Nos.  383,  414 
and  357  with  each  other,  the  same  method  having  been  used  with 
each  engine.  The  water  consumptions  should  not  be  compared 
with  those  of  the  B.  &.  A.  engines. 

With  regard  to  my  statement  that  all  balanced  valves  leak,  it  is 
based  first  upon  figures  from  an  actual  test  of  a  pumping  engine 
by  an  able  and  well-known  expert.  The  engine  was  equipped  with 
one  of  the  best  known  balancing  devices.  A  test  without  the 
balancing  device  gave  15,000,000  ft.  lbs.  greater  duty  than  with 
the  device.  Secondly,  I  have  often  heard  another  "very  success- 
ful" balanced  valve  flutter  in  service,  showing  unmistakably  that 
it  leaked  badly,  and  this  was  admitted  to  me  by  the  inventor. 

I  do  not  consider  the  fact  a  balanced  valve  is  tight  on  a 
cylinder  with  the  heads  off  when  the  engine  is  still,  proves  any- 
thing, because  nothing  is  Imppcning  lo  (li.sUirb  it.  There  is  no  jar 
and  no  compression,  mikI   tlirir  ciin  lie  slcnin  only  on  (jne  side  of  it. 


cccv. 

hlveu  ri!  act  ice  of  the  west. 

BY  JNO.  M.  8WEENV,  WHEEUNO,  W.  VA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

TiiKiiK  is  iiiithiii,!;-.  ;it  least  within  the  knowiudge  of  the  western 
-ii'aiuhoat  man,  wliiih  has  been  so  subject  to  divers  criticisms  and 
;i  lions  experiments  in  attempted  betterments,  as  tiie  western 
-iianiboat.  Tlie  term  is  generally  employed  in  designating  the 
water  craft  found  upon  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  The 
criticisms  come  from  engineers — both  steam  and  marine — who 
have  had  their  experiences  with  craft  of  other  character,  and  gen- 
erally the  experimenters  are  found  within  the  ranks  of  those  who 
become  "  practical "  men  by  reason  of  their  having  passed  more 
or  less  time  "  running  on  the  boats." 

The  navigation  of  such  streams  as  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  is  a 
problem  entirely  distinct;  only  average  results  can  be  expected; 
boats  must  go  and  make  something  near  schedule  time,  whether 
the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  is  30  inches  or  30  feet,  so  that 
the  first  desideratum  is  minimum  weight  and  maximum  power, 
with  all  ]K)ssible  (]isi)lacement  of  hull  per  each  unit  of  immersion 
at  all  in  keeping  with  anytliing  like  shape. 

In  boats  designed  for  combined  freight  and  passenger  business, 
the  hulls  are  constructed  with  all  the  lightness  in  any  way  con- 
sistent with  safety  against  falling  to  pieces,  and  the  machinery  must 
have  small  diameter  of  cylinders  and  boilers,  and  consequently 
must  be  designed  for  high  steam  pressure. 

Probably  no  single  feature  of  the  engine  has  received  so  much 
unfavorable  criticism  as  the  lever  valve  gear;  while  in  reality  it  is 
better  fitted  for  the  requirements  of  tiie  service  than  any  other, 
and  in  support  of  tiiis  statement  it  may  only  be  necessary  to  call 
the  attention  of  our  engineers,  who  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
method  is  very  crude  and  primitive,  to  this:  these  boats  are  very 
raftlike,  limber;  overloading  at  any  point  will  distort  their  shapes; 
"tight    on    their    chains,"    wiien    without    load;    "slack    on    their 
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chains  "  when  loaded ;  so  throughout  the  process  of  loading  and  un- 
loading, one  or  the  other  effect  constantly  going  on;  unequal  condi- 
tions  as  often   occur;   these   in   turn    pcrccjitiblv   \aiv   the   distances 


between  the  ccntLi   ui  llic  mam  i    u   1      i     k     hill        Now  the 

lever  valve  geai  allous  this  \aiiation  without  seiiously  affecting 
the  timing  of  the  ^ahe  movement,  no  other  ioim  ot  \ahe  arrange- 
ment  gives  this   \ei\    necessaiv    qualit\    ol   btictihing       The   writer 
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was  at  one  time  employed  to  place  on  a  side-wlieel  boat  a  pair  of 
ongines  24"  diameter,  48"  stroke,  slide  valve.  The  valve  gear  was 
very  c-arefully  made  and  adjusted ;  a  stationary  link  with  shifting 
block  was  used;  engines  indicated  with  excellent  results;  angular- 
ity of  connecting  rod  even  was  adjusted — sometiiing  probably 
never  before  undertaken  on  a  boat  of  like  class.  On  first  trials, 
and  after  going  into  active  service,  these  engines  gave  every  satis- 
faction, but  soon  began  to  cut  capers,  refused  to  "  handle "  prop- 
erly, hung  on  centers,  and  would  not  '"  back,"  particularly  when 
the  momentum  of  the  boat  was  on  ahead.  An  examination  showed 
serious  derangement  of  the  valve  timing,  due  to  incorrect  length 
of  eccentric  rods.  A  readjustment  of  the  rods  relieved  the  difficulty, 
but  it  became  necessary  to  make  changes  in  the  lengths  of  the 
rods  almost  daily,  covering  a  period  of  about  90  days,  when,  the 
river  becoming  too  low,  the  boat  retired  from  service.  Upon  the 
resumption  of  navigation  some  40  days  later,  the  engine  would  not 
turn  over  until  a  radical  adjustment  of  the  rods  was  made,  and 
when  corrected  they  were  found  to  be  in  nearly  their  original 
position,  and  the  total  change  of  the  length  of  each  rod  was  ll^ 
inches,  the  distance  from  the  center  of  main  shaft  to  the  link  being 
about  14  feet.  This  was  an  exceptional  ease;  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances, a  very  light  boat,  the  link  suspended  just  at  the  point 
where  the  greatest  variation  occurred,  made  it  so;  but  it  shows  what 
may  and  does  happen  to  such  valve  gears  applied  to  the  class  of 
boats  under  discussion.  Gradually  through  the  past  ten  j'ears, 
side-wheel  boats  have  diminished  in  number  and  tonnage,  and 
stern-wheel  boats  have  increased  (Fig.  271).  At  best,  any  of  these 
wooden  boats  are  perishable,  and  the  vast  difference  in  first  cost 
and  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  side-wheeler  over  the  "  wheel- 
barrow "  boat,  has  determined  investments  in  favor  of  the  latter, 
and  while  to  outside  appearance  the  stern-wheel  boat  of  to-day  is 
identical  with  that  of  twenty  years  ago,  it  is  only  so  in  that  par- 
ticular. The  method  of  hull  and  joiner  construction  is  much  the 
same.  Models  have  materially  altered  and  have  carried  with 
them  or  perhaps  been  caused  by  broad  changes  in  the  application 
of  the  rudder  or  steering  arrangements. 

This  article,  therefore,  will  be  confined  entirely  to  tlic  stern- 
wheeler,  as  representing  the  most  successful  and  recent  ]>ractice. 

Fig.  260  indicates  in  plan  the  water  lines  of  a  recent  light-built 
boat;  Fig.  262  half  bodies,  and  Fig.  261  side  elevation  showing 
shear  lines,  etc.;  Fig.  26:5  is  a  fore  and  aft  section  of  a  ])art  to  show 
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:   1  - —  ^Hil 


nietliod  of  fastt^nia. 


the   hull ;   Fig. 


264,  a  tTOss-sectiou  througli  oiiu  of  the  frames. 

Fig.  265  is  from  a  photograph  of  hull  on  the  stocks.  In  connec- 
lioii  with  the  figures,  the  following  table  of  specifications  indicates- 
full  dimensions: 
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of  fraiiii',  -.r.i  IfL't. 

11  wiufT,  41/2  t'l'i't. 

t'led  on  1  ["  forward 

to  2%"  X  ()" 

"  nuuk'  of  4  pii.,rs  'i^ 

2  thick  X  5" 

IU\i:i!    1-1!.\CTICK    OF    THE    WIJST. 

Loiij;-tli.  ISd  fwl. 
Himm  from  out  to  out 
Deptli  at  lowest  place 
Floors  31/2"  X  <)"  coir 

Ki"  a"ft. 
-Main  keelson.  .">"  X  1' 
Bilge  keelson,  .5"  X  v"". 
Top  clamp,  20"  deep. 
Side  strakes,  2"  X  8. 
Floor  strakes,  2"  X  6". 
Keelson  bulkhead,  IV4"  thick. 
Deck  beams,  3"  X  6"  centered  on  2i"  X  vS". 
Deck,  2"  thick. 

Staneliion  in  hold,  3"  X  -1",  2  X  i"  and  3"  X  3". 
Boiler  beams  iron  with  wood  fillino;. 
Outriggers  for  guard,  30"  long. 

Bottom  plank,  31/0"  —3"  and  21/2"  thick,  fore  to  aft. 
Knuckle,  5"  thick. 

AVale  top  strake  IVo"  thick  filling  2"  and  21/0". 
Knuckle  full  bolted  —  3  bolts  —  %"  iron. 
Bottom  plank,  %"  bolts. 
Floor  strakes  bolt  to  every  third  timber. 
Main  keelson  every  other  timber. 
Footlings  8"  X  9"  I'un  through  to  receive  heels  of  main  ai 

chain  braces. 
3  Balanced  rudder  stocks,  8"  X  8",  blade  3"  thick  with  shoes 
'i'illers,  31/2"  X  6"  to  i". 


•-'  I'Jigiiics  IGI2"  diameter  of  cylinder  X  6I/2  feet  stroke. 
Wheel  20  feet  diameter;  15  buckets  —  22  feet  long. 

1  Doctor. 

Steam  capstan  with  double  engine. 

2  boilers  30  feet  long,  47  inches  diameter;  each  with  6  —  10"  flues, 

with  mud  and  steam  drums,  clieck  and  safety  valves. 
Hand  deck  pump,  etc. 

The  preferable  material  in  woods  for  hull  construction  are  the 
white  oaks,  of  West  Virginia,  weighing  from  60  to  65  pounds  per 
'  id.ic  foot,  with  a  tensile  strength  of  some  12,000  pounds  per  square 
mrh  of  section,  and  some  2,500  pounds  to  their  elastic  limit.     The 


woodsy  for  joiner  work  aiul  biilklicadi^,  ycllou'  poplar  and  white 
]iino;  tlie  joiner  work  is  very  iiglit  and  "flimsy,"  but  when  proper- 
ly fastened  makes  a  very  satisfactory  shelter.  All  the  cross  and 
fore  and  aft  bulkheads  are  about  i/i  inch  thick  connected  by  a  mun- 
ton  in  order  to  stiffen  them;  the  munton  is  vertical,  and  the  bulk- 
head is  assisted  also  by  a  strip  V/^'  X  iy2"  on  which  one  end  of  bed 
slats  rest.  The  decks  are  also  very  light;  main  deck  li/^"  to  2i/^" 
thick,  depending  on  the  class  of  boat;  the  cabin  floor,  or  boiler  deck 
as  it  is  called,  %"  thick:  and  the  roof  of  the  cabin  or  hurricane  deck 
%"  thick;  the  latter  decks  are  made  of  tongue  and  grooved  lumlici- 
secret  nailed. 

The  advances  made  in  construrtiou  and  methods  have  been  al- 
most entirely  in  small  things,  bul  make  an  aggregate  result  of  sonic 
importance. 

Much  larger  tonnage  is  jn-tipellcd  with  greater  speed;  some  fuel 
economies  have  been  nu\dc.  and  the  cost  of  operation  and  main- 
tenance largely  reduced ;  the  boats  are  more  manageable.  Xot  so 
very  long  ago  it  was  a  great  exception  to  find  a  boat  capable  of 
turning  around,  or  of  getting  away  from  shore  when  strong  winds 
were  blowing.    Now  almost  any  of  them  go  with  slight  delay. 

Probably  the  most  radical  change  from  old  forms  is  the  tlisuse 
of  wing  rudders  attached  to  skegs  at  the  stern.  Figs.  268  and  869 
represent  what  was  for  a  long  time  the  standard  method,  for  three 
niddei'  boats,  two  wing  rudders  and  one  balance  rudder;  when  the 
iiiiiiilii'i'  ol'  rudders  was  increased,  one  or  more  balance  rudders  was 
added,  liuL  the  wing  rudders  and  the  skeg  you  had  always  with  you. 
Tlie  best  practice  of  to-day  discards  the  wing  rudder  entirely,  using 
only  balance  rudders,  never  more  than  four,  usually  three,  and  oc- 
casionally two,  depending  on  the  beam  and  other  dimensions  of 
(lie  hull.  Wlii'ii  ihc  balaiiic  rudder  was  first  employed,  that  por- 
tion of  IIk-  hiade  pidjcci iiig  forward  under  the  "stern  rake"  (when 
fitted  close  to  the  bottom  in  the  neutral  position  of  the  rudder)  pre- 
sented in  its  operation  a  constantly  increasing  space  between  the 
blade  and  bottom  of  the  boat  as  the  rudder  advanced  to  its  extreme 
position  on  either  helm;  this  space  was  objectionable,  because  like- 
ly to  catch  di'ift  and  so  "foul  tlie  rudder;"  also  because  it  was 
thought  the  oijcning  diminished  the  effectiveness  of  the  rudder.  In 
order  best  to  relieve  this  trouble,  the  builders  of  the  time  s]nked 
blocks  of  wood  against  the  bottom  plank,  being  careful  to  ha\e  the 
blocks  thick  enough,  and  then  reduced  them  to  a  shape  discovered 
by  hanging  a  skeleton  rudder  in  position  and  traveling  it  as  they 
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out;  this  was  technically  called  "building  a  bustle  on";  it  did  not 
last,  however,  very  long — something  like  fifteen  years — until  some 
one   lost   to   history   discovered   it   possible   to   form   the   frames   or 


trers,  so  tnar  wiien  the  wheel  is  used  to  move 
the  boat  astern  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  desired  to  deflect  the 
stem  sideways,  it  is  the  water  delivered  from  the  wheel  and 
passing  under  the  boat  which  makes  the  force  on  the  rudder.  When 
the  rake  of  the  stem  is  steep,  the  water  from  the  wheel  is  banked 
against  the  end  of  the  boat,  and  reacts  upon  the  rudder,  causing 
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cut:  this  was  technically  called  "  building  a  bustle  on";  it  did  not 
last,  however,  very  long — something  like  fifteen  years — until  some 
one  lost  to  history  discovered  it  possible  to  form  the  frames  or 
Hoors  composing  the  stern  to  the  desired  cone  shape  and  dispense 
with  the  blocks  of  wood ;  this  was  a  great  stride  and  soon  became 
the  rage,  and  was  termed  "  building  a  bustle  in."  It  is  the  prac- 
tic'e  tu-ilay  of  those  designers  who  think  there  can  be  no  improve- 
ment. 

Coeval  with  this  practice  was  the  use  of  a  very  short  and  steep 
rake  to  the  stern  of  the  boat,  insisted  on  because  it  was  popularly 
supposed  to  increase  the  bearing  of  the  hull  and  induce  a  conse- 
([uent  lighter  draft,  as  well  as  better  to  sustain  the  weight  of  the 
wheel  and  machinery,  which  on  the  stern-wl;eel  boat  was  neces- 
sarily at  the  steni  end.  It  is  only  in  recent  years  that  ])robably  a 
better  conception  of  the  laws  governing  the  propulsion  of  such 
boats  has  induced  retirement  of  the  wing  rudders,  and  a  longer 
and  more  acute  stern  rake.  The  two  are  closely  connected,  be- 
cause primarily  the  measure  of  the  propulsion  of  the  boat  in  either 
direction  is  the  measure  of  the  resistance  of  the  body  of  water 
moved  by  the  wheel  in  the  opposite  direction.  Xow  the  wheel 
must  be  supplied  with  new  water  as  fast  or  faster  than  it  displaces 
it,  so  that  when  the  boat  is  being  moved  ahead,  if  the  shape  re- 
tards a  free  delivery  of  water  to  the  wheel,  a  very  bad  application 
of  power  results. 

In  the  "  bustle "'  form  of  stern,  the  api)earance  of  the  water 
when  the  boat  is  moving  is  very  favorable,  often  smooth  and 
clean  and  without  breaks  between  the  wheel  and  stern  rake,  as 
well  as  around  the  outside  of  the  hull,  and  many  consider  this 
surface  condition  to  indicate  proper  shapes;  however,  a  chip  or 
block  dropped  into  the  water  alongside  of  the  boat,  some  30  feet 
from  the  stern,  will  usually  go  under  the  boat  in  its  effort  to  get 
to  the  wheel,  while  the  shape  indicated  in  Figs.  366  and  267  throws 
the  chip  or  block  off  from  the  side. 

These  boats  depend  entirely  on  rudder  power  to  govern  their 
movements  in  steering,  and  tliis  can  only  be  done  by  creating  a 
current  on  the  rudders,  so  that  when  tlie  wheel  is  used  to  move 
the  boat  astern  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  desired  to  deflect  the 
stern  sideways,  it  is  the  water  delivered  from  the  wheel  and 
passing  under  the  boat  which  makes  the  force  on  the  rudder.  When 
the  rake  of  the  stern  is  steep,  the  water  from  the  wheel  is  banked 
against   the  end  of  the  boat,  and  reacts  upon  the  rudder,  causing 
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the  frequent  deflection  of  the  stern  in  the  opposite  direction  to  that 
desired.  In  adopting  designs  for  stern  shapes,  as  shown,  and  mak- 
ing that  shape  the  reverse  of  the  bustle,  it  is  still  possible  to  pre- 
serve an  approximate  contact  between  the  forward  rudder-blade 
top  and  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Tliis  is  secured  by  discarding  the 
old  method  of  setting  the  rudder  post  and  pintle  square  with  the 
keel-line,  substituting  a  position  at  right  angles  with  the  plane 
presented  by  the  rise  of  the  rake  at  the  station  met  by  the  under 
blade;  so  that  the  pintle  and  rudder  stock  and  post  pitch  forward 
from  a  right  line  with  the  keel,  and  rudders  other  than  tlie  center  one- 
pitch  also  sidewise  to  meet  a  right  line  with  the  thwart-ship  dead 
rise  of  the  bottom  at  the  same  point;  therefore  none  of  the  pintles 
are  in  the  same  plane,  and  a  ball  joint  is  used  on  the  tiller  to  con- 
nect tlic  coupling  bar  common  to  all  of  them.  A  further  guard 
against  fouling  the  rudder  action  is  in  tlie  opening  left  between  the 
top  of  the  rudder  blade  and  the  bottom  of  the  hull,  whereby  any 
drift  forcing  in  is  soon  relieved  by  the  enlarging  opening.  The 
success  of  this  plan  has  proven  that  the  idea  insisted  on  to  have  no- 
current  pass  over  the  blade  was  a  mistaken  one. 

The  models  for  forward  body  or  bow  form  are  usually  subject 
as  much  to  the  character  of  the  craft  as  anything  else.  For  a  freight 
boat  loading  heavy  weight  on  the  forecastle,  a  shape  very  full  in 
harping,  adds  increased  bearing  as  the  load  increases,  and  at  the 
same  time  allows  sufficient  cutting  aw;iy  in  the  first  two  feet  to 
properly  balance  the  boat  when  in  light  trim.  Boats  used  exclu- 
sively for  towing  may  be  sharper  in  order  to  properly  load  with 
fuel  carried  almost  exclusively  amidships.  The  best  general  shape 
seems  to  be  that  in  which  well-defined  rising  lines  are  found,  so 
that  the  displacement  is  nuidc  downward  rather  than  sidewise. 
Tliis  increases  buoyancy  when  tlie  hull  is  driven  hard,  and  holds 
tlie  bead  of  the  boat  up  against  burying;  while  the  wall-sided 
forward  model  seems  to  account  for  cases  where  the  same  hull 
MJtli  larger  driving  power  developed,  actually  showed  a  decreased 
speed. 

The  writer  hopes  at  some  near  time  to  present  to  this  Society 
the  results  of  some  careful  experiments  on  shapes,  made  from 
models  driven  with  a  paddle-wheel,  exactly  as  the  practice  is, 
considering  those  experiments  made  with  models  drawn  through 
the  water  by  strings  attached,  etc.,  as  valueless,  because  the  appli- 
cation of  power  is  the  determining  factor.  The  best  model  for  a 
canal   boat,  drawn  by  horses  from   the  towpath   does  not  determine 
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tlie  best  model  for  a  boai  driven  by  tbe  action  of  a  wlieel  upon  tlie 
water. 

In  the  Steam  Engineeiing  Department,  the  rules  of  the  TJ.  S. 
Board  of  Supervising  Inspectors  of  Steamboats,  ado])ted  in  1873 
work  radical  changes  in  construction.  These  rules,  about  coincident 
with  the  introduction  of  steel  boiler  plate,  based  the  allowable 
working  pressure  of  steam  upon  the  tensile  strength  of  the  ma- 
terial. Xow  a  large  steam  pressure  is  the  great  desire  of  every 
boatman's  heart,  and  at  once  the  greatest  tensile  strength  obtain- 
able was  demanded.  Seventy  thousand  pounds  was  generally 
adopted,  but  in  some  few  eases  80,000  pounds  was  attempted.  The 
amount  of  carbon,  however,  required  in  such  plates  at  that  period 
of  steel-plate  development,  produced  some  very  unsatisfactory  re- 
sults, and  the  further  action  of  the  supervisors  requiring  a  re- 
duction in  area  of  at  least  50%  for  '"/loo  plate  has  brought  the  com- 
mercial product  down  to  about  65,000  tensile  strength.  Many 
reflections  are  cast  upon  the  plan  of  boiler  and  furnace  in  use  on 
the  boats  under  discussion;  and  no  doubt  to  the  outsider,  who  never 
stood  over  a  steam  boiler  with  200  to  225  pounds  pressure  on  it  all 
day,  the  forms  used  seem  very  crude  and  wasteful  of  fuel;  but  the 
fact  remains  that  while  many  radical  changes  have  been  proposed 
and  attempted,  the  result  has  generally  been  a  speedy  return  to  the 
accepted  form.  In  the  first  place  a  furnace  construction  which 
will  generate  90  or  100  pounds  of  steam-working  pressure  with 
the  greatest  fuel  economy,  will  not  generate  180  to  200  pounds  with 
the  greatest  fuel  economy:  in  fact,  it  usually  will  not  generate  the 
last  pressure  at  all.  Change  of  form  is  absolute,  and  ordinarily  that 
form  of  furnace  which  make  the  desired  result  with  the  least  manip- 
ulation gives  the  best  economy.  The  plan  of  boiler  most  in  use 
is  the  externally  fired  return-flue  type,  shell  40"  diameter,  24  feet 
long,  two  return  flues  13  inches,  sometimes  14  inches  diameter; 
shells  ^Vioo  thick,  flues  =V,oo  or  V,o,  when  made  in  rings  24  inches 
long;  rivet  holes  drilled,  and  longitudinal  seams  double  riveted. 
This  boiler  receives  certificates  from  the  Government  inspectors, 
allowing  for  70.000  T.  S.,  a  maximum  working  pressure  of  182 
pounds  being  one-sixth  the  ultimate  bursting  strain  of  the  shell ;  but 
nothing  has  yet  been  devised  to  prevent  the  operators  from  exceed- 
ing this  limit,  and  200  to  225  jjounds  is  frequently  maintained. 
There  is  always  a  disposition  to  do  a  little  more  work,  particularly 
with  tow-boats.  The  numerous  pier  bridges  and  dams  placed  in  the 
river    in    later    years    incite    preparation    to    meet    the   demands    in 
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"  ninuing "  them,  and  nothing  comes  nearer  doing  this  tliau  a 
"  wad  ""  of  steam  at  the  proper  time.  Fifteen  years  ago,  with  iron 
boilers  of  no  defined  tensile  strength,  160  pounds  was  big  steam. 
Xow  the  facts  are  as  stated.  The  evaporative  duty  of  these  boilers  is 
about  seven  pounds  of  water  per  pound  of  coal,  and  when  compared 
on  a  basis  of  the  foot  pounds  of  work  done  per  pound  of  fuel,  show 
favorably  with  any  water  craft.  The  demand  made  upon  boilers 
using  the  water  of  these  silt-bearing  streams  is  very  heavy,  and  im- 
poses conditions  under  which  other  forms,  although  possibly  of 
better  fuel  duty,  fail  in  points  of  service  and  steadiness.  Much 
indirect  harm  is  done  by  a  requirement  of  the  supervising  inspect- 
ors, that  a  water  space  of  at  least  3  inches  should  be  preserved  be- 
tween the  flues  and  shell,  and  between  the  flues  themselves.  Pre- 
vious to  this  enactment,  about  11/4  inches  of  space  was  the  practice. 
The  men  who  made  these  boilers  had  alwaj's  used  a  14-inch  flue  in  a 
4U-inch  shell,  and  they  knew  no  other  proportions.  As  a  consequence, 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  new  law,  they  raised  the  flues  in  the 
shell  sutHciently  to  secure  the  required  3  inches  of  water  space,  and 
thereby  vastly  diminished  the  steam  space,  as  well  as  curtailed  the 
surface  for  the  elimination  of  the  steam.  There  is  one  other  form 
of  boiler  almost  as  popular  as  the  "  double-fiued."  The  shell,  43 
inches  diameter,  contains  six  8-inch  flues,  in  two  rows  of  three  each, 
the  one  flue  immediately  above  the  other.  This  gives  easy  access  to 
every  part  for  cleaning  and  repair,  and  steams  very  well.  One  such 
boiler  18  feet  long,  210  feet  heating  surface,  20  feet  grate  surface, 
is  supplying  two  engines  10"  diameter,  48"  stroke  at  an  initial  pres- 
sure of  170  pounds.  The  engines  indicate  an  average  of  about  170 
horse  power,  and  fuel  consumption  is  500  to  600  pounds  per  hour,  or 
a  result  of  3  to  3^4  pounds  of  coal  per  H.P.  per  hour.  Several  cases 
of  compounding  have  made  a  better  result  than  this,  but  always  at 
greater  first  cost,  large  additions  in  weight  and  cost  for  maintain- 
ance,  and  have  generally  been  succeeded  by  direct  high  pressure  in 
the  next  boat  built  by  the  same  owTiers.  The  large  increase  in 
working  pressures  of  late  years  has  demanded  greater  strength  in 
the  machinery  and  fastenings,  and  also  in  tlie  hull  construction, 
but  the  increase  in  weight  has  not  been  proportionate  to  the  in- 
cieased  power  developed,  and  the  service  has  thereby  been  im- 
proved. The  changes  in  valve  gear  have  not  been  extensive.  The 
plan  shown  in  Fig.  270  has  been  introduced,  and  is  meeting  with 
some  favor.  In  this  valve  gear  the  effort  has  been  to  retain  the 
good  qualities  of  a  "  cam  "  movement  and  improve  the  results  of 
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its  aLtiou.  In  tlio  ordinary  "  lever "  gear,  four  valves — two  re- 
eeiving  and  two  exhaust — are  eniplojed  to  each  engine;  two  en- 
gines attached  to  a  common  shaft  at  90° ;  two  cams  are  used  to  each 
engine — one  full  stroke,  one  cut-off.  When  tiie  engines  are  in  full 
gear  the  full-stroke  cam  operates  four  valves,  raising  one  exhaust 
and  one  receiving  valve  at  opposite  ends  of  the  cylinder  at  the  same 
moment-  This  one  cam  does  all  the  work  in  hoth  full-gear  motions 
of  the  engine,  and  is  therefore  in  its  neutral  position  wlien  the 
crank  is  at  its  dead  point;  the  cut-off  is  engaged  after  the  full  gear 
has  given  headway  to  the  boat,  and  is  used  only  in  the  forward 
motion.  This  arrangement  necessarily  precludes  any  cam  position 
securing  eitlior  an  early  exhaust  opening  or  early  closing  of  the 
opposite  valve.  Some  partial  remedy  to  the  consequent  poor  action 
has  been  found  by  blocking  the  exhaust  lifters,  so  securing  a 
somewhat  earlier  exhaust,  but  likewise  a  later  exhaust  closure;  so 
tliat  with  the  cam  in  neutral  position,  and  the  crank  on  its  dead 
])6int,  both  exhaust  valves  are  partially  open.  Wlien  in  full  gear 
operation,  a  slight  blow  through  aiises  from  this  condition ;  but  after 
the  cut-off  is  engaged  it  disappears,  because  the  opening  movement 
of  the  cut-off  cam  is  much  slower  than  the  full  stroke. 

Fig.  270  indicates  a  recent  gear  employing  two  full-stroke  cams — 
one  for  each  motion — and  set  positioned  for  the  usual  lead,  etc.; 
also  a  cut-off  cam  to  each  engine.  The  drop  in  the  lifter  of  re- 
ceiving valves  allows  the  lead  of  exhaust  cam  to  operate  the  exhaust 
valves  without  effecting  the  receiving  valve  until  the  proper  time. 
The  cut-off  cam  is  also  advanced,  and  its  cut-off  point  adjusted  to 
meet  the  altered  position. 

The  tonnage  of  western  rivers  is  increasing,  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  passengers  carried,  and  the  future  demands  seem  to  point  to 
tlie  adoption  of  composite  boats  using  steel  frames,  etc.,  but  wooden 
skins. 

DISCU.SSIO.V. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Nagle. — Can  any  one  answer  the  question  whether 
tliev  are  using  compound  engines  on  these  river  steamers? 

Mr.  J.  F.  Wilcox. — I  can  answer  that  to  a  limited  extent. 
Some  years  ago  the  firm  of  A.  Hartupee  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburgh, 
equipped  two  boats  with  compound  engines.  One  of  them  went 
to  New  Orleans,  and  it  afterward  went  to  some  South  American 
river.     The  fuel   there  is  all   carried   to  the   rivers   from  the   Gulf 
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ports  or  England.  The  experience  with  that  engine  was  not  a 
favorable  one  down  there.  It  was  for  a  short  while;  but  being 
away  from  any  ports  where  repairs,  etc.,  could  be  made,  she  was 
finally  discarded  and  thrown  out  of  service.  The  other  boat 
made  one  trip  to  Memphis,  and  after  that,  ran  up  on  the  Missouri 
Eiver  and  was  burnt.  The  liistory  of  the  subsequent  use  of  com- 
pound engines  upon  the  Western  rivers  is  full  of  interest,  and  as 
I  have  access  to  much  of  the  data  pertaining  to  it,  will  prepare  a 
paper  in  time  for  our  next  meeting.  I  disagree  with  Mr.  Sweeney 
in  one  tiling  he  says — "  Various  experiments  have  been  attempted 
towards  the  betterment  of  this  condition  of  things."  With  the 
exception  of  some  trifling  alterations  in  matters  of  pumps  or 
boilers  there  has  been  scarcely  anything  done  for  twenty  years 
for  Western  river  boats.  Captain  Eads,  when  he  built  half  a 
dozen  monitors,  did  more  for  the  Western  rivers  than  any  other 
engineer,  but  with  his  departure  from  that  branch  of  industry 
there  were  but  few,  like  Mr.  Sweeney  and  Mr.  Ilartupee,  who 
ga\e  the  matter  thought. 

Mr.  ]\'in.  Kent. — In  regard  to  the  compound  engine  on  West- 
ern rivers,  I  saw  a  boat  equipped  with  a  compound  engine  at 
Mempliis  about  four  years  ago.  I  think  it  is  the  boat  Mr.  Wilcox 
referred  to  as  having  been  sunk. 

With  regard  to  the  Western  river  boats  of  the  present  type 
described  in  the  paper,  I  think  that  they  are  monuments  of  the 
worst  engineering  that  is  to  be  found  in  this  country.  If  you 
consider  the  purpose  of  engineering,  as  the  marine  engineers  do, 
to  get  maximum  economy  of  fuel,  to  get  precision  of  workman- 
ship, to  get  great  power  in  small  space,  then  the  Western  river 
boats  are  as  far  away  from  it  as  they  can  possibly  get;  they  are 
terribly  expensive  in  fuel;  they  are  very  cheap;  they  are  clumsily 
constructed;  they  have  a  stroke  six  times  the  diameter  of  the 
cylinder;  they  have  very  slow  stroke  and  great  condensation  of 
steam,  and  everything  else  that  is  bad.  But  when  you  consider 
the  conditions  under  which  they  work,  it  may  be  considered  that 
they  are  good  examples  of  engineering,  in  that  the  boat  is  adapted 
to  the  need  for  which  it  exists — that  is,  to  transport  from  Pitts- 
burgh to  New  Orleans,  with  the  greatest  economy  of  labor  and 
repairs  and  first  cost,  the  very  cheap  products  sent  down  that 
river.  Fuel  is  of  no  consequence  whatever.  They  get  fuel  possi- 
bly at  about  a  dollar  a  ton  at  Pittsburgh,  the  current  helps  them 
down  the  river,  and  they  are  in  no  hurry  to  get  back,  because  the 
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whole  investii\i'nt  in  plant  is  very  small,  and  tiie  liarsjes  they  tow 
down  to  Xew  Orleiins  are  fre(iuently  hroken  up,  an<l  they  have 
to  come  np  light.  What  they  have  to  do  is!  to  <jet  across  the 
sand  bars  and  mud  bars  on  a  very  liglit  ilral't  of  water :  eon- 
sequently  they  have  hoileis  which  are  licensed  1<>  carry  17.5 
pounds  of  steam  pressure,  and  in  ease  of  necessity  they  put 
a  tierce  of  lard  in  the  furnace  and  a  nigger  on  the  safety  valve 
in  order  to  get  over  the  obstruction.  But  the  ordinary  (|uestions 
that  come  into  engineering,  such  as  economy  of  fuel,  do  not  come 
into  Western  river  practice,  and  are  scarcely  ever  thought  of. 

Another  point  in  which  they  are  peculiar  is  that  these  boats 
have  to  run  on  less  water  than  boats  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 
They  are  said  to  run  on  a  light  dew.  If  you  requested  Messrs. 
Cramp  &  Sons,  for  instance,  to  design  a  boat  which  should  be 
very  cheap  in  first  cost,  which  should  run  on  the  cheapest  labor 
])ossible,  and  which  should  run  on  a  light  dew,  I  think  they  would 
build  pretty  near  the  Ohio  Eiver  boat  of  to-day.  I  think  some 
day  there  will  be  a  radical  change  in  the  construction  of  these 
river-boat  engines,  such  as  putting  in  screws  instead  of  paddle- 
wheels:  but,  if  you  stick  to  the  end  wheel  you  now  have,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  long-stroke  engine,  and  to  have  high  pressure 
in  the  boiler,  and  with  the  character  of  engineers,  they  have 
engines  that  can  be  tinkered  with  a  monkey-wrench,  and  made 
In  I'un  somehow. 

Mr.  ir.  N.  Rogers.— I  want  to  put  in  a  plea  for  that  river 
>t(aniboat.  1  ride  on  it  occasionally;  1  do  not  want  to,  but  I  do 
(lauirhter).  Mr.  Kent  probably  is  not  aware  that  the  Western 
steainl)oat  man  has  a  more  discouraging  time  of  it  than  the 
maiine  engiiu'  owner.  Our  Western  steamboat  man  gets  a  steani- 
l)oat  from  the  builder  and  starts  a  very  nice  trade,  and  some 
fellow  shoots  a  railroad  right  alongside  the  river.  Xow  there  isn't 
anybody  building  railroads  across  the  Atlantic  (to  compete  with 
the  marine  engine),  and  you  can  improve  the  modern  steamer  to 
go  faster  and  do  better,  but  the  railroad  man  just  knocks  all  the 
competition  and  ambition  out  of  the  steamboat  man.  So  he  just 
lives  along  and  does  the  best  he  can  until  the  boat  rots,  or  some 
other  fellow  comes  along  and  buys  him  out.  He  will  take  you  for 
a  dollar  and  a  half,  and  if  you  cannot  pay  a  dollar  and  a  half,  he 
will  take  you  for  fifty  cents  and  board  you.  He  does  not  say  he 
will  take  you  there  in  six  days,  but  he  will  tell  you  he  will  get 
there.     I  do  not  think  screw  propellers  can  be  used,  on  account  of 
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the  Hiind  bars.  But  give  that  steamboat  a  show  and  let  her  alone 
(laughter). 

Mr.  II.  de  B.  Parsons. — The  subject  of  this  paper  is  one  of  very 
great  interest.  I  think  tliere  are  many  places  where  great  improve- 
ment can  be  made.  In  dealing  with  the  problem  of  designing  a 
vessel  that  can  be  driven  at  comparatively  high  speed  in  shallow 
water,  the  great  difficulty  arises  from  the  shallowness  of  the 
water.  By  shallow  water  we  mean  water  that  is  less  in  depth 
than  the  length  of  the  wave  which  would  naturally  form  under  the 
existing  conditions.  The  length  of  wave  is  generally  proportion- 
ate to  the  speed  of  travel,  other  conditions  being  equal.  Xow  a 
boat  of  the  type  that  is  now  described  is  probably  the  only  type 
which  could  be  used  with  any  sort  of  favor.  The  vessel  clears  on 
what  are  called  her  buttock  lines.  The  water  does  not  flow  in  at 
the  stern  from  the  side,  but  rather  from  underneath,  and  in  con- 
sequence tliere  is  a  liability  to  produce  a  severe  drag  or  suck  at 
the  stern.  From  that  cause  the  position  of  the  wheel  at  the 
stern  is  the  most  favorable  point,  because  it  is  working  there  in 
the  water  which  is  dead  or  nearest  dead,  and  a  boat  of  this  char- 
acter will  always  be  most  efficient  when  the  point  of  application 
of  the  power  is  in  that  dead  water;  that  is,  water  traveling  along 
with  the  speed  of  the  vessel.  There  is  another  point  in  the 
steering:  the  author  said  the  boat  steered  much  better  when  they 
cut  away  the  bustle  form  and  adopted  the  new  type,  thus  reduc- 
ing the  drag  water.  Mr.  Froude,  in  England,  gave  some  very 
beautiful  experiments  exemplifying  this  point  for  the  British 
Admiralty.  The  author  also  says  that  "  overloading  at  any  point 
will  distort  their  shape ;  '  tight  on  their  chains '  when  without 
load ;  '  slack  on  their  chain '  when  loaded." 

Xow  it  is  very  easy  to  calculate  for  all  cases  of  loading,  the 
character  of  the  strains,  and  where  the  strains  will  come.  Then 
place  your  hog  frame  so  as  to  resist  these  strains,  and  your  hog 
frame,  I  think,  may  be  very  lightly  built  and  yet  be  very  efficient 
in  resisting  any  distortion  of  the  lines  when  loaded,  or  partially 
loaded,  or  light  from  the  original  design.  The  author  also  speaks 
about  speed  in  relation  to  power.  If  you  attempt  to  drive  one  of 
these  shallow  boats  in  shallow  water  at  a  speed  greater  than  that  at 
which  it  is  meant  to  go,  the  power  will  inci'ease  very  rapidly,  and 
also  if  you  happen  to  strike  a  little  shallow  water  you  will  find 
that  your  boat  will  require  a  great  deal  more  power,  and  it  some- 
times brings  in   curious   fisrurcs  that  wav  which   look  a   little  con- 
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llifling.  That  is  to  say,  you  are  ik'velopiug  more  power  at  one 
lioint,  and  you  are  getting  in  return  less  speed;  but  tliat  is  prob- 
ably due  to  difference  in  the  depth  of  the  water  at  the  place. 

Mr.  Geo.  M.  Bond. — It  might  be  well  to  mention  here  that  the 
I'^uglish  have,  within  a  few  years,  adopted  this  type  of  steamboat 
for  transportation  ou  the  river  Nile,  having  a  stern  wheel  and  a 
long-stroke  horizontal  engine  for  the  motive  power.  It  is  practical 
enough  for  that  service  to  warrant  them  in  using  such  a  type. 
They  are  nuule  with  iron  frames,  but  otherwise  are  practically  the 
same  type  as  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  river  boats. 

Mr.  Win.  Kent. ^There  is  one  thing  to  be  considered  in  regard 
to  the  Ohio  Kiver  steamboats  in  contrast  to  ocean  steamers.  An 
ocean  steamer  is  such  an  enormously  expensive  thing  that  you 
have  to  provide  steam  machinery  at  each  end  to  load  and  unload 
it.  The  investment  is  so  great  that  we  must  economize  time  to 
the  utmost.  But  in  designing  a  Mississippi  or  Ohio  steamboat 
you  must  count  on  that  boat  being  laid  off  for  a  whole  month  on  a 
sand  bar,  or  bank,  waiting  for  the  water  to  rise,  and  everything 
must  be  designed  with  reference  to  the  time  of  service  of  the 
boat — the  number  of  weeks  in  the  year  that  she  can  run. 

Mr.  Horace  See. — I  think  the  designers  of  the  original  American 
river  steamers,  both  East  and  West,  displayed  great  engineering 
skill,  in  that  they  had  to  adopt  a  design  suitable  to  the  material 
and  facilities  on  hand  to  build  the  hulls  and  machinery  with.  In 
the  East,  having  nothing  but  wood  with  which  to  build  the  hulls, 
they  had  a  weak  vessel,  and  one  which  readily  altered  its  shape. 
The  same  state  of  affairs  existed  in  the.  West.  The  working-beam 
engine  was  adopted  in  the  East,  on  account  of  its  flexibility,  as 
was  the  horizontal  long-stroke  side  and  stern-wheel  engine  in  the 
West.  The  alteration  in  the  shape  of  the  hull  did  not  interfere 
with  the  proper  working  of  these  engines,  wliere  a  rigid  form  was 
out  of  the  question.  In  the  East  we  have  been  able,  on  our  deep 
rivers,  to  introduce  the  screw,  which  is  rapidly  displacing  the  side- 
wheel  steamer.  I  would  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  in  ten  or  fifteen 
years  there  would  not  be  a  single  side-wheel  steamer  built  in  the 
East  for  general  navigation.  In  the  West,  on  account  of  the  shoal 
rivers,  it  is  a  different  and  more  difficult  question  about  the  gen- 
eral adoption  of  the  screw  propeller  for  driving  a  boat.  Thorny- 
croft  has  adopted  the  guide-blade  i)ropeller  for  light  craft,  and 
some  of  his  boats  are  running  in  twelve  inches  of  water.  He 
•■mplovcs  one.  two  ami  tlncc  screws.     I?y  nuiltiplying  them,  a  great 
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deal  of  surface  can  be  obtained  with  very  light  draft.  The  propel- 
lers are  run  up  to  500  or  600  revolutions  a  minute.  The  slip  of 
the  screw  is  very  great,  being  as  high  as  50%  in  some  eases. 
Several  boats  propelled  in  this  way  have  been  built  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  of  Africa.  The  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  tlie 
general  adoption  of  the  guide-blade  propeller-  is  that  it  has  to  be 
run  in  one  direction.  Backing  has  been  attempted  by  deflecting 
the  current  of  water  in  the  opposite  direction  through  the  medium 
of  a  movable  tube.  This  is  a  little  trappj',  and  I  think  has  not 
been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Kent. — Your  suggestion  leads  to  a  new  design  for  a  river 
boat,  wliich  I  will  give  to  the  Society.  It  is  to  place  a  row  of  four 
or  five,  or  half  a  dozen  Westinghouse  engines,  each  one  driving  a 
little  propeller.  You  can  run  either  one  or  the  whole  six  of 
them — the  whole  plant,  with  Westinghouse  engines  and  propellers 
attached,  would  be  very  light.  Each  engine  should  be  placed 
directly  at  the  stern,  with  the  propeller  sticking  out  of  the  end  of  it. 

The  President. — That  is  the  design  which  Mr.  Thornycroft  has 
in  using  a  number  of  propellers.  He  is  not  limited  to  the  number, 
so  that  they  will  stretch  across  the  stern  of  the  boat. 

Mr.  Minot. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Kent  if  he  does  not  think 
the  inside  of  a  man's  pocket  has  got  something  to  do  with  building 
the  Western  river  steamboat? 

Mr.  Kent. — Xo,  sir;  not  at  all.  Some  of  these  men  in  Pitts- 
burgli  wlio  build  boats  are  very  wealthy.  The  richer  they  are  the 
worse  boats  they  build. 

Mr.  Minot. — I  have  never  seen  a  boat  of  this  type  on  the  Hudson 
river.  As  Prof.  Sweet  has  said,  good  things  cost  more  than  poor 
ones.  I  am  firmly  of  the  belief  that  it  is  to  get  something  for 
nothing,  or  to  get  something  pretty  cheap.  My  advice  to  a  man 
who  wants  to  sell  something  pretty  cheap  is  to  go  west. 

The  President. — I  tliink  you  mean  low-priced  by  cheap. 

Mr.  Minot. — Yes;  I  mean  low  priced — costing  a  small  amount  of 
money.  The  idea  is  to  get  a  dollar  for  about  si.xty-two  and  a  half 
cents.  It  used  to  be  the  case  several  years  ago  that  you  could  do  that, 
but  you  cannot  do  it  so  well  now.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  type 
of  river  steamers  is  the  thing  that  it  ought  to  be.  Xow,  it  may  be 
a  lack  of  engineering,  or  it  may  be  the  size  of  the  man's  pocket 
that  owns  the  steamer.  They  count  on  getting  down  to  New 
Orleans  and  possibly  getting  back;  if  they  don't,  there  isn't  much 
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I'ruf.  W'uodwurd.—\  wish  to  say,  Mr.  Presiileiit,  in  regard  to 
the  line  of  advaneenieut  ot'  river  navigation,  so  far  as  it  comes 
under  my  observation,  it  lies  in  ilianging  the  whole  scheme. 
Instead  of  having  large  steamers  which  carry  passengers  and 
freight  and  the  like,  so  far  as  the  traffic  between  St.  Louis  and 
Xew  Orleans  is  concerned,  the  tendency  is  toward  a  strong  but 
small  tug  and  large  barges.  That  tug  usually  runs  with  propellers 
and  they  liave  considerable  depth  of  water — ^from  eight  to  ten 
feet.  Of  course  the  plan  is  to  have  a  small  boat,  which  is  merely 
a  tug,  and  let  it  take  from  eight  to  twelve  or  fourteen  barges,  each 
with  a  ship-load  of  grain.  That  is  the  way  freights  are  carried 
from  St.  Louis  to  the  sea.  Formerly  those  barges  were  knocked 
to  pieces  at  Xew  Orleans  and  used  for  lumber,  but  of  late  years 
tliey  find  it  cheaper  to  make  a  good  barge  and  bring  it  back 
empty.    Passenger  traffic  on  the  river  is  at  a  very  low  ebb. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Livermore. — I  was  going  to  remark  that  some  years 
ago  1  had  experience  on  a  man-of-war,  making  a  passage  from 
Xew  Orleans  to  Vicksburg;  and  one  of  the  most  serious  diffi- 
culties we  had  in  navigating  the  river,  was  to  keep  the  stern 
bearing  in  a  tight  condition,  the  mud  working  through  would  grind 
it  out.  I  suppose  that  difficulty  is  always  found  where  a  screw  is 
used. 

The  President. — Steamers  that  sail  between  Xew  York  and  Xew 
Orelaus  encounter  great  difficulty  in  the  stern  tubes  from  the  sand 
which  will  work  in  when  running  in  the  Jlississippi ;  but  they 
have  got  over  a  great  deal  of  the  trouble  by  introducing  a  stuffing- 
box  or  flexible  disc  to  prevent  tlie  sand  from  working  in  when 
backing.  The  sand  is  stirred  up  and  thrown  into  the  stern  bear- 
ing, which  it  cuts  out  very  rapidly. 

Mr.  Livermore. — I  recall  very  well  being  on  a  mud  bank  for 
something  like  a  week,  and  we  had  very  serious  difficulty  indeed. 
The  sand  would  get  in  in  spite  of  us. 

The  President. — Some  pump  the  water  to  supply  the  lignum 
vita;  bearing — that  is  take  in  clear  water  to  drive  the  sand  out. 
But  that  would  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do  on  a  long  voyage  in 
a  dirty  river. 

Mr.  Livermore. — It  is  impossible  to  get  it  on  the  Mississippi — 
at  certain  times — it  is  impossible  to  get  clear  water  at  all. 

The  President.— I  think  it  is  very  well  that  the  paper  has 
been  presented  at  this  meeting  to  be  incorporated  in  the  proceed- 
ings  of   the   Society,   as   so   very   little  has  been   published   that  is 
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autlieutic  about  the  Western  river  steamboat.  I  think  it  is  mat- 
ter of  considerable  historic  value,  as  there  will  be  a  time  when  the 
present  Western  river  steamboat  will  pass  away  and  we  will  want 
some  record  of  it.  There  maj-  be  something  before  long  found  to 
take  its  place — some  other  form  of  construction. 

Mr.  Wilcox. — There  are  two  things  about  Western  river  steamers 
I  have  not  heard  mentioned  here;  but  thej'  are  very  important 
items.  Take  the  large  tow-boats  that  carry  a  tow  of  coal  from 
PiltsVuirgh  to  Xew  Orleans.  For  quite  a  portion  of  the  time  the 
engines  are  running  backwards,  the  wheel  is  then  to  the  front. 
When  they  come  to  the  curves,  of  which  there  are  a  continual 
succession  from  Pittsbiirgh  to  New  Orleans,  they  stop  the  engine 
and  swing  around  with  the  current  until  they  get  sidewise.  As  a 
general  thing,  the  bend  is  too  short  for  them  to  get  completely 
around  and  they  back  up  stream  to  gain  time,  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  swing  around  and  face  the  current.  When  they  come  to  pretty 
bad  curves,  the  pilot  will  send  down  for  all  the  steam  the  engineer 
can  give  him. 

The  President. — Tliey  are  licensed  to  carry  175  pounds? 

Mr.  Wilcox. — They  will  swing  around  with  tlie  current  and  after 
they  get  facing  for  a  short  stretch,  he  will  put  on  his  cut-off,  if  he 
has  got  it,  and  economize  his  steam.  Take  the  coal  j-ards  and 
wood  yards  running  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  clear  down  to 
Natchez  and  Baton  Eouge.  They  have  these  little  propellers; 
tlu'v  will  liitch  on  a  barge  to  the  steamer  and  unload  the  coal 
without  the  steamer  landing.  But  the  ice  and  drift-wood  in  the 
river  is  continually  breaking  the  propellers.  I  have  kno\\'n  boats 
in  a  trip  to  Natchez  or  Baton  Rouge  having  to  land  twice  to  repair 
projieller,  and  finally  being  towed  into  port.  With  a  stern  wheel 
boat  having  a  paddle  on,  three  to  three  and  a  half  inch  oak  they 
frequently  carry  quite  a  little  wood-yard  of  spare  paddles,  and  it 
is  a  matter  of  a  few  minutes  to  put  on  a  new  one.  A  boat  that 
will  go  down  the  Ohio  River  at  the  time  the  ice-drift  is  running 
has  little  left  of  her  wheel  but  splinters. 

Mr.  Parsons. — Is  that  the  case  when  the  boat  runs  bow  first? 
Are  they  as  liable  then  to  lose  the  paddle? 

Mr.  Wilcox. — Tliey  are  liable  to  in  all  cases.  A  piece  of  drift- 
wood will  float  underneath  the  boat  and  get  in  among  the  paddles. 
Tlierc  is  another  feature,  speaking  about  a  railroad  running  along 
the  side  of  the  river  and  talring  the  trade  away — the  railroad  has  done 
worse  than   that.     They   put   their  bridge  piers  u])  without   proper 
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regard  to  the  necessities  of  tlie  river  traflie.  By  earnest  effort  the 
limit  has  been  fixed,  I  believe,  at  600  feet  span ;  I  think  tliat  is  the 
correct  figure.  But  previous  to  that  tliey  were  putting  up  piers 
without  niucli  regard  to  the  direction  of  tlie  current,  may-be  right 
at  the  middle  of  a  bend,  where  a  man  with  a  tow  that  is  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  long  cannot  get  around.  Tlic  result  is  two  or  tliree  of  the 
forward  barges  are  smashed  to  pieces  and  the  coal  goes  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  river. 

J/r.  Kent. — I  believe  it  has  been  stated  in  the  Pittsburgh  papers 
that  that  transportation  costs  less  than  any  other  transportation 
in  the  world.  *  There  is  no  such  cheap  transportation  as  that  of 
the  -Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  Wilcox. — I  have  read  somewhere  that  the  registered  ton- 
nage of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh  alone,  that  is  afloat  on  the  Western 
rivers,  exceeds  the  tonnage  of  Xew  York  and  Philadelphia  com- 
bined. You  will  find  the  reports  of  tonnage  in  Wasliinglon.  Of 
course  much  of  it  is  a  mere  barge  tonnage. 

Mr.  Minot.—l  understand  that  that  cheap  transportation  means 
down  stream.  They  have  got  the  current  to  carry  them  down 
there:  it  ought  to  be  cheap. 

Mr.  Rogers. — There  is  another  point  in  regard  to  improving 
Western  steamboats  that  has  not  been  mentioned.  It  is  the  same 
that  applies  to  years  ago  when  they  began  to  improve  the  locomo- 
tives. I  recollect  that  when  they  put  a  pop-valve  on  the  locomo- 
tive the  engineer  did  his  level  best  to  condemn  it.  It  was  not  as 
good  as  the  old  safety  valve,  because  the  duty  was  fixed,  while 
with  the  safety  valve,  if  he  wanted  160  pounds  of  steam,  he  could 
stick  a  piece  of  wood  between  it  and  tlie  top  of  the  cab  and  get  it. 
It  is  the  same  with  the  engineers  on  our  Western  rivers.  They 
still  stick  to  that  old  fogy  idea.  They  want  lots  of  machinery,  and 
they  have  got  it.  I  do  not  know  of  anytliing  on  earth  that  has 
more  machineiy  than  an  Oliio  Kiver  steamboat.  There  is  enough 
machinery  in  one  of  those  engines  to  replace  a  shop  full  of  steam 
pumps  and  to  build  all  the  inspiratoi-s  that  Mr.  Warren  could  sell. 
But  thev  want  to  get  over  that,  and  they  need  to  be  educated  up 
to  it.  I  think  that  our  Western  river  shops  will  try  to  keep  up  that 
old  idea,  because  the  more  machinery  there  is  in  a  boat  the  more 
times  thev  have  to  rebuild  it.  I  have  noticed  that  constantly. 
The  more  machinen'  there  is  in  a  boat  the  more  work  there  is, 
and  the  more  shops  there  are  along  the  river,  and  the  engineers 
^ti.k    to    tluit    oM    idea.      They    do    not    want    an    improved    valve 
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motion.  They  do  not  want  any  improvement.  Nothing  will  put 
water  into  a  boiler  like  that  old  upright  walking-beam,  grasshop- 
per sort  of  a  steam  pump  they  have.  If  you  put  in  a  nice  quick 
method  of  getting  water  into  the  boiler,  and  getting  it  in  evenly 
and  heated  properlj',  I  think  the  first  one  will  be  a  dead  failure. 

J//-.  ./.  F.  llnUoway* — The  paper  prepared  by  our  member 
from  \Alieeling  on  "  Eiver  Practice  in  the  West "  is,  I  think,  a 
valualilf  contribution  to  the  annals  of  this  Society,  as  well  as  to 
the  engineering  literature  of  the  day.  I  am  led  to  say  so,  for  the 
reason  that  I  believe  that  there  is  no  department  of  engineering 
.which,  in  comparison  with  its  age  and  importance,  so  little  is 
known  about  by  the  members  of  this  Society,  and  the  public  in 
general,  as  is  the  one  referred  to  by  Mr.  Sweeney  in  his  paper. 
While  the  marine  engine,  whose  birthplace  may  be  said  to  have 
been  in  the  workshops  of  Mandslay  &  Field,  Wm.  Penn  &  Sons, 
the  Napiers",  and  others  in  England  and  Scotland,  has  had  its 
historians  and  illustrators  without  number,  who,  in  books  and 
magazines  and  technical  journals,  have  described  every  possible 
form  and  design  through  which,  in  their  slow  evolutions,  the  mon- 
ster marine  engines  of  to-day  liave  been  evolved,  and  who  have, 
by  drawings  and  diagrams,  siiown  the  minutest  bolt  and  bar  of 
wliicli  they  are  composed  until  the  libraries  of  engineers  and  engin- 
eering societies  are  filled  with  costly  and  ponderous  volumes. 
The  engines  and  hulls  of  steamers  whose  combined  tonnage  years 
ago  exceeded  that  of  the  steam  marine  of  all  the  world,  and  which 
bore  upon  the  bosom  of  the  great  rivers  of  tlie  West  a  population 
anil  tratlic  which  did  moi-e  than  anything  else  to  open  up  the 
"  (Ileal  West,"'  has.  so  far  as  I  know,  no  lustorian,  and  no  printed 
literntuie  which,  all  combined,  would  form  one  lonely  book. 

Another  reason  why  engineers  are  not  more  familiar  with  this 
class  of  machinery  is,  that  the  travel  of  the  present  is  so  largely 
done  by  rail  thiil  all  tlicy  sec  or  know  of  (lie  river  practice  of  the 
West  is  obtaiiicd  liy  tlie  hurried  glances  they  give  from  the  wind- 
ows of  palace  cars  as  they  cross  high  bridges  beneath  which  the 
river  steamer  is  slowly  passing,  or  as  they  whirl  past  them  along 
the  banks  of  navigable  rivers. 

A  further  reason  for  commending  Mr.   Sweeney's  paper  is,  that 

it  gives,  though  far  too  briefly,  the  reasons  why  Western  river  boats 

and  engines  are  thus  built;  and  an  examination  of  the  subject  may 

lead  some,  at  least,  to  believe  that  the  machinery  still  built  and 

*  Contributed  after  adjournment. 


RlVEIl    PRACTICE   OF   THE    WEST.  665 

Still  ill  use  there  is  not  due  to  ignoraiue  on  the  part  of  tliose  who 
build  tiieni,  or  because  they  are  not  well  informed  as  to  the  prog- 
ress engineering  lias  made  in  other  places  and  in  other  branches; 
hut  Tor  the  simple  reason  that  both  the  boats  and  the  hulls  now 
in  use  on  Western  rivers,  and  which,  in  the  main,  are  the  same  as 
they  were  half  a  century  ago,  are  the  best  possible  kind  that  can 
l)e  made  for  that  particular  service. 

It  was  among  my  experiences  to  have  lived  for  a  few  years  on 
the  ■■  Lower  Ohio,"  where  I  had  necessity  as  well  as  opportunity 
to  know  something  of  the  "  Eiver  Practice  of  the  West." 

It  was  by  no  means  a  rare  or  novel  experience  to  watch  the 
nio\  ements  and  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  "  Eastern  man," 
wiio.  for  the  first  time,  surveyed  with  his  critical  eye  the  motive 
power  of  The  Bald  Eagle,  or  the  Amarathe  No.  2.  Usually  he 
caiiie  down  from  the  cabin  after  dinner  with  a  party  of  lady 
friends,  who,  relying  iipon  his  superior  knowledge,  had  availed 
themselves  of  his  guidance  in  order  to  know  what  it  was  that 
"made  the  wheels  go  round."  While  the  party  were  being 
led  about  by  him,  and  had  pointed  out  the  wooden  "  pitman  "  and 
the  clumsy  "  T  head,"  and  were  shown  the  ropes  and  traps  for 
hanging  up  the  loose,  unused  "  cane  hooks,"  and  were  listening  to 
his  comparisons  and  his  denunciations  of  the  design  and  work- 
manship of  the  machinery,  which,  with  a  wave  of  his  hand,  he  eon- 
signed  to  an  oblivion  from  which,  as  he  thought,  it  had  much  too 
long  escaped,  there  was  a  small,  greasy-looking  man  wandering 
about  the  space  between  the  engines  and  the  rear  end  of  the 
boilers,  jabbing  now  and  then  with  a  broom-handle  (which  had  a 
string  looped  in  one  end)  the  hissing  Mississippi  gauge  cocks  that 
sputtered,  in  the  rear  ends  of  the  boiler;  varying  the  excision 
occasionally  by  giving  the  throttle  of  the  "  doctor "  a  twist  one 
way  or  the  other.  A  close  observer  might  have  noticed  that  as  he 
overhead  the  remarks  made  about  his  engine  in  particular,  and 
the  boat  in  general,  his  jabbing  of  the  try  cocks  became  more 
spiteful,  and  that  he  was  himself  getting  up  a  pressure  which,  but 
for  the  presence  of  the  ladies,  would  have  prompted  an  explosive 
reply  on  his  part  which  would  have  been  emphatic  if  not  scientific. 
But"  the  engineer  of  a  Western  river  steamer  always  has  at  his 
command  an  arrangement  by  the  use  of  which  he  can  at  all  times 
drown  argument  and  exjjostulation,  and  clear  the  decks  as  well- 
it  is  the  "mud  valve:"  which,  had  it  been  shown  in  Mr.  Sweeney's 
illustrations,  would.  1   mm,  >inv.  Imve  been  marked  witli  a  "big  B." 
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To  any  oiic  wliu-  has  traveled  ou  an  Ohio  or  Mississippi  Kiver 
steamer,  loaded  to  tlie  guards,  and  with  the  end  of  the  blow-off 
pipe  under  water,  and  has  heard  the  roar  of  a  "  five-inch  valve " 
jerked  open  with  a  lever,  and  has  felt  the  hull,  from  stem  to  stern 
quake  as  if  in  an  ague  fit,  as  the  steam  and  water,  under  a  pressure 
of  280  pounds,  was  meeting  tlie  water  under  the  guards,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say  that  the  lecture  on  engineering  in  this  case 
was  closed  and  the  class  scattered.  When  the  unearthly  roar  and 
rumble  had  died  away  among  the  hills,  and  the  hull  had  settled 
into  its  usual  tremor  and  the  scattered  group  had  come  together 
in  the  cabin  and  were  wondering  how  many  of  the  boilers  had 
blown  up,  there  came  a  moment  of  supreme  triumph  to  our  "  East- 
ern man,"  when  he  said :  "  Oh !  I  would  just  like  to  have  a  North 
Eiver  steamboat  or  a  Sound  steamer  here  for  a  little  while  just  to 
show  these  backwoodsmen  what  a  steamboat  engine  is,  and  what 
it  can  do." 

At  lhi>  risk  of  being  myself  considered  a  "relict  of  the  past," 
I  lia\o  lU)  hesitation  in  repeating  what  Mr.  Sweeney's  paper  so 
well  illustrates,  that  the  steamboats  of  the  Western  rivers,  in  all 
their  important  appointments,  are  the  outgrowth  of  long  experi- 
ence, and  careful  experiment,  as  fully  and  completely,  as  is  the 
latest  ■'  greyhound  of  the  sea,"  which  represents  in  its  design  and 
workmanship,  the  highest  attained  art  of  modern  marine  engineer- 
ing practice. 

Any  one  will  \>v  gi-catly  inistakt^n  if  he  supposes  there  lias 
never  been  any  experimenting  done  with  a  view  of  changing  or 
im])roving  the  machinery,  now  so  universally  in  use  on  the  West- 
ern rivers.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  first  compound  engine 
that  ever  tunu'd  a  wheel  on  any  water  craft,  was  one  made  years 
ago  for  Clipper  No.  3,  and  wliich  for  a  long  time  plied  between 
Pittslnni;li  and  Cincinnati.  "  Befo'  the  Wa',"  travelers  on  the 
Ohio,  will  ivadily  recall  that  stately  and  magnificent  steamer  the 
Jacob  Slradei',  which  was  one  of  the  mail  boats  between  Cin- 
cinnati and  Louisville,  and  which  had  a  pair  of  inclined  low  press- 
sure  engines;  but  which  could  only  run  when  the  river  was  on  "a 
boom,"  and  wliich  every  dweller  along  the  route  looked  upon  as  a 
dead  failure,  for  the  reason  that  they  could  not  hear  her  exhaust, 
as  she  swept  around  the  bends  of  "  La  Belle  River." 

Mr.  Sweeney  by  giving  the  dimensions  of  the  boats,  the  size  of 
the  various  timbers  of  whicli  they  are  built,  has  given  the  best 
possible    reason    for    the    existence    of    the    kind    of    engines    to    be 
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found  ill  tliem.  Any  (.■ngineer  who  Imd  |)liue(l  before  liim  tl)e 
problem  of  holding  a  500  or  600  II.  P.  engine,  on  a  foundation 
consisting  of  2%"  X  6"  joist,  set  uj)  on  edge,  and  on  tiie  water, 
and  eould  contrive  a  better  plan  than  is  now  and  always  lias  been 
used  on  Western  waters  to  do  so.  will  accomplish  a  feat  to  which 
the  affixing  a  6,000  H.  P.  marine  engine  to  a  stiJf,  steel  ship,  forty 
feet  deep  in  the  hold,  is  a  trifle.  The  arrangement,  especially  in 
light  stern  wheel  boats,  of  using  long  wooden  "  pitmans,"  so  as  to 
string  out  the  engine  and  its  foundation  timbers,  to  the  utmost, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  notch  them  on  to  many  floor  timbers  and  thus 
obtain  strength  by  multitude  of  the  bearings,  is  very  ingenious 
and  must  have  been  found  out  by  some  remote  engineer,  who, 
having  heavy  loads  to  transport  over  thin  ice  found  that  a  long 
light  ladder  was  the  best  means  of  obtaining  support  thereon. 

The  reason  given  for  the  retention  of  the  apparently  crude  valve 
gear  was  needed  only  by  those  who  had  never  "  made  tlie  riffle,"' 
on  a  light  draft  stern  wheeler. 

The  device  shown  in  the  drawings  by  whicli  a  swinging  link  is 
made  to  do  service  in  reversing  the  engines  on  a  '"  stern  wheel 
boat,"  is  new  to  me,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  in 
every  way  an  improvement  on  the  old  way  of  handling  this  class 
of  engines,  although  it  must  make  the  task  an  easier  one.  Just 
what  the  "  old  way "  of  it  was,  I  dare  say,  few  members  of  the 
society  know,  and  possibly  I  may  be  indulged  in  the  time  required 
to  describe  it.  In  the  first  place  there  were  two  long  stroke  steam 
cylinders  with  all  their  gear  attached  to  one  wheel  shaft — one 
being  on  each  side  of  the  boat.  Each  engine  had  three  hand 
hooks  to  manipulate  in  handling  the  same.  One  was  a  go-ahead 
hook,  one  a  backing,  and  the  other  the  cut-off  hook. 

On  some  boats  where  the  engineer  was  somewhat  "'  toney  "  there 
were  small  wooden  blocks  imng  on'  the  "  carlines "  under  the 
cabin  floor  and  over  the  engine,  in  which  were  rove  cords,  and  as 
the  lower  block  was  fast  to  the  "gab  hook"  it  could  thus  be 
raised  off  the  rocker  pin  instead  of  being  "  grabbed  "  by  hand  and 
lifted  the  usual  way.  In  the  center  of  the  boat  and  between  the 
two  steam  cylinders  was  a  screw  throttle  valve.  This  valve, 
which  was  at  the  end  of  a  very  long  steam  pipe,  was  placed  on  a 
small  truck  or  carriage,  which  having  under  it  four  wheels  and  a 
pair  of  rails  to  run,  on,  was  thus  freely  permitted  to  move  back 
or  forward  to  suit  the  different  lengths  of  the  cold  or  expanded 
steam  pipe,  or  the  still   more  uneven  movements  of  the  hull.     In 
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all  iiiacluiK'ry  there  is  to  be  found  some  part  over  which  it  would 
seem  the  designer  had  lingered  lovingly,  and  the  "  finisher "  had 
parted  from  with  regret.  On  the  Western  river  engines  this 
particular  piece  de  resistance  was  the  screw  throttle  valve,  or  more 
espeoially  its  crank  handle  and  columns.  The  throttle  valve  was 
of  the  type  now  so  commonly  exemplified  in  a  general  way  by  the 
globe  valve  and  its  hand  wheel;  but  it  would  seem  that  the  person 
who  first  designed  the  throttle  of  the  West,  had  started  out  with 
the  idea  that  a  lever  made  of  a  long  bar  of  iron  would  open  the 
valve  most  easily,  but  having  so  made  it,  he  found  there  was  not 
room  enough  in  which  to  turn  it  around,  so  he  then  was  struck 
with  the  further  bright  idea,  that  by  crimping  up  the  long  lever 
iuiii  u\\  sdits  of  curves,  reverse  and  otherwise,  he  could  get  the 
haiiillc  s(i  it  would  turn  in  :i  small  orbit,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  wdiild  lia\c  i\u'  a(l\anla,L;v  of  thr  lojii;-  lr\ci';  and  so  ingeniously 
has  lie  intioduu'd  licnds  am!  curM's  intn  it,  that  one  would  have 
to  look  at  it  a  good  while  before  he  was  salislicd  that  he  had  not 
accomplished  both  lesults  in  one.  It  will  he  pi-dpci'  to  add  in 
this  connection,  that  the  lever  and  handle  of  the  throttle  valve, 
and  the  piston  rods  are  about  the  only  polished  parts  of  a  river 
engine.  The  status  of  a  Western  boat  is  always  governed  by  the 
nnndici'  of  boilers  there  arc  mi  it,  and  beginning  with  the  most 
plclician  craft  with  its  two  hnilcis,  it  ranges  in  varying  degrees  up 
to  the  noble  and  imperious  fioating  jjalaces,  which  years  ago,  with 
their  ten  or  twelve  boilers  and  corresponding  crew  of  musical 
firemen,  were  in  use,  and  whose  gaping  furnaces  and  monster 
chimneys  canopied  with  thick  volumes  of  dense  smoke,  served  to 
form  a  picture  once  seen  was  ever  to  be  remembered.  On  the 
small  boat,  one  engineer  aided  by  "a  cub"  was  expected  to 
handle  the  engines;  and  I  presume  it  was  a  recollection  of  see- 
ing the  panting,  perspiring  engineer  rushing  from  one  side  to  the 
other  ol'  Ihc  boat,  snatching  the  "gab  hooks"  from  off  the  rocker 
])ins.  driii)j)ing  them  on  the  floor,  picking  up  others  therefrom 
and  hooking  them  on,  to  which  was  added  short  excursions  to  the 
throttle  valve,  while  over  his  head  the  music  of  what  seemed  all 
the  hells  ringing  at  once  was  increased  by  volleys  of  emphatic 
Englisli  that  came  tumbling  from  out  the  speaking  trumpet,  that 
induced  Mr.  Sweeney  to  introduce  a  swinging  link  that  would  enable 
the  engine  to  be  handled  from  the  center  of  the  boat.  A  link  would 
seem  to  be  an  improvement  in  this  respect,  but  so  fai'  it  has  oidy 
been  used  on  the  smaller  classes  of  connected  engines. 
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I  liiivc  not  given  this  sulijftt  tlio  liuuI'uI  eoiisiduiation  aud  dis- 
illusion it  deserves.  I  liave  only  in  a  general  way  endeavored  to 
lonvii  till'  very  common  opinion,  especially  in  the  East,  that  West- 
ern river  boats  and  their  machinery  are  relies  of  crude  engineering 
which  somehow  have  so  far  escaped  the  attention  of  modern  engi- 
neers, and  which  liave  not  for  some  reason  or  other  partaken  of 
the  spirit  of  improvement  whicli  has  so  marked  all  other  branches 
of  engineering. 

I  hope  what  I  have  said  will  induce  the  "  Eastern  man "  not 
only  to  give  hotii  hull  and  engines  more  careful  consideration, 
but  that  he  will  have  a  more  cliaritable  judgment  for  the  men 
wlio,  without  means,  an<l  with  the  aid  of  but  few  tools,  built  up 
and  inaugurated  on  the  borders  of  newly  discovered  rivers,  and 
in  the  wilds  of  the  \Yest,  a  "  river  practice,"  which  succeeding 
generations  with  their  wealth  of  money  and  of  acquired  informa- 
tion have  not  been  able  greatly  to  improve. 

.1//-.  J  dim  M.  Sireeney* — The  discussion  on  this  paper  demon- 
strates to  inc  iiHiie  clearly  than  ever,  how  little  understood  are 
the  actual  requirements  for  this  class  of  navigation  among  other- 
wise bright  mechanics  and  marine  engineers  of  undoubted  ability. 
The  question  is  one  that  can  only  be  decided  upon  the  merits  of 
a  class  or  plan  of  machineiy  bearing  upon  the  whole  result. 

Nothing  is  more  natural  than  to  conclude  that  compounding 
would  at  once  give  the  better  results,  and  Just  such  attempts  have 
been  made,  and  I  believe  intelligently.  Mr.  Ilartupee,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, was  a  great  advocate  of  the  application,  and  built  perhaps 
twenty  river  boats  compounded;  two  of  them  are  still  in  service, 
the  steamers  John  A.  Wood  and  Jos.  B.  Williams.  The  owners 
are  progressive  men,  alive  as  can  be  to  any  saving  in  cost  of 
their  output,  but  these  men  have  not  and  would  not  make  another 
such  investment;  because  the  greater  weight,  more  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  repairs  overbalance  any  saving  made  in  fuel. 

It  is  quite  as  natural  to  assume  that  screw  propellers  would  give 
greater  economy.  Now  let  us  see  what  the  stern  wheel  tow  boat 
does;  it  is  urged  that  because  the  current  does  the  work  of  down 
steam  transportation,  any  machinery  can  do  it  cheaply.  It  is 
ordinary  service  to  transport  8,000  tons  down  stream  650  miles  in 
60  hours;  the  current  averages  about  3  miles,  so  the  load  of  8,000 
tons  is  transported  through  an  equivalent  of  470  miles  of  still 
water  in  60  hours  with  a_fuel_consuniption  of  6-t  tons.  No  screw 
*  Author's  closure  under  the  rules. 
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propeller  could  accomplish  suc-li  work,  because  simply  it  could  not 
steer  the  tow  and  keep  it  out  of  the  bank,  neither  could  it  carry 
its  own  fuel.  The  great  saving  quality  of  the  stern  wheel  boat  is 
its  ability  to  twist  the  tows  into  proper  shapes  to  meet  irregulari- 
ties of  the  channel  and  bends,  banks  and  bars  in  the  course. 

Several  methods  to  secure  high  piston  speeds  of  engines  have 
been  attempted ;  the  engines  have  been  geared  to  the  water 
wheel  shaft  in  every  conceivable  way,  belts,  friction,  link  chains, 
spur  wheels,  etc.,  but  they  have  all  ended  by  coming  back  to 
direct  attachments,  the  preference  being  to  long  strokes  for  the 
purpose  of  higher  piston  speed  at  given  revolutions  of  the  water 
wheel.  There  are  no  propellers  used  on  the  Mississippi  River  for 
towage  exce])ting  for  harbor  purposes  when  they  have  one  or  two 
coal  boats  to  change  in  their  berths.  In  the  matter  of  strains  to 
be  met  in  the  chaining  of  these  boats,  it  is  not  the  known  strains 
which  make  any  trouble,  but  it  is  the  unlmown  ones.  Such  strains 
as  are  encountered  when  the  boat  runs  on  a  bar,  or  is  badly  loaded 
or  unloaded;  that  is,  during  the  process  the  freights  are  not 
properly  distributed.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  the 
machinery  used  is  costly  in  repairs,  or  that  "  shops "  conspire  to 
make  repair  bills.  I  have  in  mind  a  boat  now  running  four  years, 
and  the  whole  bill  of  repairs  to  machinery  has  been  two  and  one- 
half  dollars  ($2.50). 

I  cannot  close  this  discussion  without  a  word  for  the  much 
abused  steamboat  "  doctor."  I  agree  with  Mr.  Rogers  entirely  on 
the  safety  valve  question  and  as  to  the  average  capacity  of  the 
Western  engineer,  but  I  have  spent  time  and  money  trying  to 
knock  out  the  "  doctor "  with  Worthington  and  other  pumps,  and 
liave  always  been  too  glad  to  get  back  to  the  "  doctor  "  for  help  out 
of  the  trouble.  I  know  of  no  method  which  puts  water  into  a 
boiler  as  quickly  or  as  hot.  The  same  applications  of  reasons 
which  induce  the  supply  of  feed  water  into  a  locomotive  boiler 
without  heating  it  from  the  exhaust — that  is,  the  "  expediency  "' — 
must  be  followed  in  considering  all  individual  cases. 
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CCCVI. 

WIRE   ROPE  FASTENINGS. 


(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Having  had  occasion  to  make  some  tests  of  the  strength  of  wire 
rope  recentl}',  the  difficulty  encountered  in  obtaining  fair  results 
suggests  a  consideration  of  the  relative  merits  and  defects  of  the 
fastenings,  of  which  two  distinct  kinds  are  employed;  one,  the 
splice  and  thimble,  Figs.  275  and  27G,  and  the  other  by  socket, 
Fig.  277. 


Two  styles  of  splices  are  used:  one  (Fig.  275)  in  which  the  wires 
after  .being  frayed  out  at  the  end,  and  the  rope  bent  around  the 
thimble,  are  laid  snugly  about  the  main  portion  of  the  rope  and 
securely  fastened  by  serving  or  wrapping  with  stout  wire;  the 
extreme  ends  wliich  project  below  this  wrapper  being  folded  back. 


as  shown  at  a.  The  other  style  (Fig.  27G)  is  by  interlocking  the 
strands  in  the  usual  manner  of  hphciug,  and  also  wrapping  with 
wire  as  in  the  first  method;  the  latter  mode  of  fastening  possess- 
ing the  greater  strength. 

Fis  277 

LOOP  SOCKET. 

The  socket  (Fig.  277)  is  a  block  with  a  conical  hole  in  which  the 
rope  is  secured  by  fraying  out  the  wires  at  tlie  end  to  conform  in 
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shape  with  the  eonieal  form  of  the  aperture,  tlie  interstices  be- 
tween the  wires  being  filled  up  with  spikes  or  nails,  which  are 
driven  in  as  tightly  as  possible,  and  the  whole  finally  cemented 
with  molten  Babbitt  metal.  This  is  a  much  neater  fastening  than 
either  of  the  preceding,  but  as  usually  made,  does  not  possess 
anything  like  the  strength.  In  the  first  tests,  the  specimens  were 
secured  by  means  of  thimbles  spliced  in  at  the  end,  as  in  Fig. 
275.  The  objection  to  this  mode  of  fastening,  is  the  thimble. 
This  is  usually  made  of  a  piece  of  curved  metal  bent  around  into 
an  oval  shape,  as  shown  in  Figs.  275  and  276,  with  the  groove  out- 
side in  which  the  rope  lays,  and  the  ends  coming  together  in  a 
sharp  point  at  x.  In  the  tests,  one  extremity  of  the  thimble 
usually  wedges  itself  beyond  or  past  the  other,  cutting  one  or 
more  of  the  strands,  and  the  rope  almost  invariably  breaks  in  one 
of  the  splices.  This  difficulty  with  thimbles  led  me  to  try  some 
experiments  with  sockets;  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Mr.  N. 
0.  Olsen  who  conducted  the  tests,  and  who  had  made  many  tests 
of  wire  ropes,  had  repeatedly  stated  that  no  satisfactory  test  of 
a  wire  rope  could  be  obtained  with  this  style  of  fastening.  More- 
over, as  Mr.  Olsen's  statement  was  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  me, 
and  as  this  style  of  fastening,  I  believe,  is  most  generally  applied 
in  elevators  and  hoists  of  all  kinds,  the  matter  struck  me  as  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  worthy  of  some  investigation,  if  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  determine  the  holding  power  of  the  fasten- 
ing. The  tests  corroborated  Mr.  Olsen's  statement,  as  in  every 
case  the  rope  pulled  out  of  one  of  the  sockets  under  a  load  vary- 
ing from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  the  breaking  load  of  the 
rope.  The  wires  pulled  out  so  clean  from  the  Babbitt  metal  in 
which  they  were  imbedded,  and  under  such  varying  loads,  that  the 
defectiveness  and  insecurity  of  this  mode  of  fastening  was  very 
apparent.  It  is  a  style  of  fastening  so  much  neater  than  the  other, 
howe\er,  and  so  much  more  desirable  a  way  of  securing  the  test 
specimens  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair  test  of  strength  of  the  ropes, 
that  the  matter  seemed  to  be  worthy  of  further  experiment;  and 
having  occasion  to  test  a  cast  steel  rope  l^o  inches  in  diameter,  a 
sample  was  prepared  with  a  socket  at  one  end  of  the  following 
construction:  The  wires,  after  being  frayed  out  at  the  end,  were 
bent  upon  themselves  in  hook  fashion,  the  prongs  of  some  being 
than  others,  so  that  the  bunch  would  conform  as  nearly  as 
e  to  the  conical  aperture  of  the  socket,  and  the  melted 
Babbitt  metal  finally  run  in  as  usual.     The  other  end  was  provided 
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with  a  thimble  spliied  in  us  in  Fiji,  "i^*):  the  splice,  liowever, 
was  not  made  long  enoufrh.  and  the  strands  pulled  out  under  a  load 
of  12!),:?20  pounds.  The  lenfrth  of  the  splice  was  about  18  inches. 
The  wires  in  the  socket  were  unatleeted. 

As  it  was  important  to  obtain  a  good  test  of  this  rope  at  the 
time,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  some  doubts  were  entertained  as 
to  the  holding  power  of  the  socket,  notwithstanding  it  withstood  a 
load  of  nearly  6-5  net  tons,  the  nest  sample  was  prepared  with  thim- 
bles spliced  in  at  each  end;  the  thimbles  in  this  case,  however,  being 
made  from  a  solid  piece  of  metal  much  heavier  than  usual,  and 
circular  in  shape.  Five  strands  broke  in  one  of  the  splices,  and 
the  other  pulled  out  under  a  load  of  142,800  pounds,  which  was 
considerably  below  the  estimated  strength  of  the  rope,  indicating 
that  the  strand  which  pulled  out  had  borne  no  portion  of  the  load. 

The  next  rope  tested  was  one  of  cast  steel,  3  inches  in  diameter 
with  a  wire  center  or  core.  As  it  is  difficult  and  unusual  to  splice 
thimbles  in  ropes  of  this  size,  and  as  the  last  experiment  with  the 
socket  was  so  encouraging,  the  test  specimen  of  this  rope  was  pre- 
pared in  a  similar  manner.  The  wires  were  so  coarse  and  stiff, 
however,  that  it  was  difficult  to  lay  them  snugly  and  compactly  in 
the  socket,  and  the  wires  pulled  out  of  one  of  the  sockets  under  a 


load  of  228,400  lbs.  (Fig.  278).  About  twenty  of  them,  however, 
parted  in  the  socket,  the  piece  taken  from  the  socket  presenting 
the  appearance  shown  at  c  (Fig.  278). 

Another  specimen  of  the  same  rope  was  then  prepared  as  fol- 
lows :  The  wires  were  frayed  out  and  bent  over  as  before,  with 
the  exception  of  those  in  the  core,  the  latter  being  surrounded 
with  a  narrow  conical  tliimble  or  annular  wedge,  which  was  driven 
in  tight,  forcing  the  wire  of  the  exterior  strands  finnly  against  the 
socket.  The  core  wires  were  then  i)ent  over  like  the  others,  the 
center  filled  with  some  fine  steel  points,  and  the  molten  Babbitt 
metal  finally  poured  in.  Instead  of  using  ordinary  loop  sockets, 
however,  loop  stirrups  were  employed  (Fig.  279).  which  were 
secured  in  the  testing  machine  by  shackle  pins  three  inches  in 
diameter.  In  this  case  the  wires  in  the  socket,  with  the  Babbitt 
metal,  in  which  they  were  imbedded,  pulled  out  about  three- 
quarters   of    an   inch,    and   the   rope   then   broke    under   a    load   of 
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26(5. 3">0  pounds.     Fig.   "279  illustrates  the  appearance  of  the  speci- 
men after  fracture. 


Tlie  U  of  the  stirrup,  which  was  made  of  a  bar  of  mild  basic  steel 
2%  inches  diameter,  was  also  slightly  cracked  at  b  on  the  inside  of 
the  bend,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  bend  was  made  too  sharp  and 
opened  in  coming  to  a  seat  against  the  shackle  pin.  This  rope  was 
made  of  the  Trenton  Iron  Company's  special  cast-steel  wire,  and 
was  composed  of  6  strands,  each  19  wires,  surrounding  a  core  also 
of  19  wires,  the  average  tensile  strength  of  the  individual  wires 
per  square  inch  being  190,000  lbs. 

Otlier  data  are  as  follows: 

Diameter  of  each  wire 0.137  inches. 

Lay  of  wires  in  the  strand 6  " 

Lay  of  strands  in  the  rope 12%        " 

Length  of  rope 5  feet. 

Length  of  rope  between  sockets 3     " 

Weight  of  rope 35  lbs. 

Weight  of  each  stirrup 407  " 

The  aggregate  tensile  strength  of  the  individual  wires  amounting 
to  .■)  72,400  pounds,  it  appears  therefore  that  the  strength  of  the 
rope  was  71i^%  of  this  figure. 


Another  mode  of  attaching  the  socket  (and  perhaps  a  better 
one)  is  that  shown  in  the  accompanying  sketch  (Fig.  280). 

Tiie  socket  is  bored  out  to  the  desired  conical  form  and  fitted 
with  a  shell  or  bushing  S,  made  in  three  pieces,  and  provided  at 
the  small  end  with  a  screw  thread.  The  wires  at  the  end  of  the 
rope  are  frayed  out,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  in  the  preceding 
case,   and   bent   back   against   the   body   of   the  rope,   some   of  the 
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prongs  iK'ing  longer  than  others  in  order  to  proiluco  the  desired 
conii-il  hiuu-h  or  head,  which  surrounded  by  the  shell  S  is  in- 
serted in  tile  socket:  the  construction  being  such  that  tiie  threaded 
portion  of  the  shell  projects  below  the  socket  sufficiently  to  ac- 
eommodate  a  nut  n,  by  which  the  shell  is  drawn  tightly  into  the 
.-ocket.  thus  firmly  clamping  the  wires.  Molten  Babbitt  metal  can 
finally  t)e  jioured  in  if  necessary. 


A  socket  which  meets  with  much  favor  in  (ireat  Britain  is  illus- 
trated in  Figs.  281,  282  and  283. 

The  sockets  are  forged  in  one  piece,  the  eye  being  afterward 
lient  in.  The  rope  to  be  socketed  is  first  served  with  annealed 
wire  from  the  point  a  to  the  point  6  (see  Fig.  282).  The  rings 
c,  c',  c"  are  slipped  up  over  the  rope  in  their  respective  order 
followed  by  the  eonical-shaped  block  d.  The  rope  is  then  frayed 
out  from  the  end  of  the  serving,  and  the  wire  ends  are  so  trim- 
med in  layers  that  when  they  are  bent  over  the  block  cone 
d  they  will  lie  smoothly  and  regularly  on  its  outside  surface. 
The  eye  of  the  socket-forging  is  heated  red-hot  and  bent  over  the 
rope  and  closed  on  an  anvil.  The  rings  c,  c' ,  c"  are  then  driven 
home  to  their  respective  places.  To  prevent  the  slipping  of  the 
rings,  the  metal  of  the  socket  is  generally  upset  against  them  with 
a  cold  chisel. 

For  still  further  security,  the  socket  is  then  poured  full  of  Bab- 
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bitt  metal  in  the  usual  way.  An  improvement  suggested  Iw  the 
preceding  socket,  which  I  have  described,  is  to  cut  a  thread  on 
the  lower  end  of  this  socket  and  force  the  rings  up  to  and  main- 
tain them  in  their  respective  positions  by  a  nut  whicli  would  close 
the  small  end  of  the  socket;  a  light  gas-pipe  sleeve  being  fitted 
between  each  ring. 

I  regret  that  the  data  in  connection  with  these  tests  are  not  as 
complete  as  might  be  desired,  so  that  a  more  interesting  compari- 
son of  the  results  could  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  strength 
of  the  ropes,  but  I  doubt  if  such  data  would  have  developed  any- 
thing more  than  was  determined  by  the  experiments  of  the  Board 
appointed  by  the  Xavy  Department  in  18T6  for  the  purpose  of 
making  certain  tests  of  iron  and  steel  wire  and  wire  rope.  The 
report  of  this  Board  states  that  "  one  specimen  of  each  kind  of 
rope  was  tested  with  a  splice  on  one  end.  It  was  not  observed 
that  the  splice  was  weaker  than  any  other  portion  of  the  rope." 
Nothing  is  said,  however,  as  to  the  manner  of  securing  the  speci- 
mens in  the  testing  apparatus.  The  report  further  states  that  463 
specimens  of  rope  were  broken.  Table  E  exhibits  a  record  of  the 
tests  from  153  coils.  The  ratio  of  the  breaking  load  of  the  rope 
to  the  aggregate  breaking  load  of  the  individual  wires  for  each 
size  of  rope  was  as  follows : 

3H'  cir.     Average  of  9  coils 79.21% 

SH"  "  "  "  21  "    81.61% 

ZVs"  "  "  "  18  "    82.86% 

3'       "  "  "  27  "    82.32% 

2%""  "  "  6  "    82.76% 

2"       "  "  "  6  "    , 84.61% 

V/s"  "  "  "  24  "    83.94% 

IH"  "  "  "  30  "    85.87% 

1^""  "  "  12  "    83.70% 

The  figures  indicate  that  the  ratio  is  greater  as  a  rule  in  the 
smaller  ropes,  as  would  naturally  be  expected,  since  the  wires 
being  more  pliable  are  laid  under  a  more  uniform  tension. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  first  tests,  in  which  the  sockets 
were  of  the  ordinary  style. 
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;^;imeter. 

Kind  of 
Material. 

ai^. 

Brealting  Load 

J                 Wl,prc  Fractured. 

1      ' 

Cast  Steel. 

Socket. 

27,430  lbs. 

Pulled  out  of  socket. 

/Thimble    \ 
\  spliced  in.  / 

58,000  " 

/  Broke  in  top  splice  and 
1  cut  one  strand  at  bottom. 

1      " 

""s' 

Swedish  iron 

22,430  " 

At  bottom  thimble. 

Is" 

"             " 

" 

22,390  " 

.\t  top  thimble. 

h' 

"             " 

21,670  " 

.\l  Imlt.m,  thimble.       • 

%" 

11            11 

" 

19,4.50  •' 

Cwt  :it  lop  thimble. 

y*' 

Cast  steel. 

" 

28,870  " 

Oiicsiruiul  broke  in 
so\-oral  places. 

%' 

i<         i< 

Socket. 

23,140  " 

Pulled  out  of  socket . 

<i         11 

14,290  " 

PuUed  out  of  socket. 

11        11 

/Thimble     \ 
\  spUced  in.  ' 

21,900  " 

/  Two  strands  broke  in 
1      splice. 

'•& 

Swedish  iron 

" 

12,730  " 

In  the  body  of  the  rope. 

14,060  " 

In  the  body  of  the  rope. 

Broke  a  one-inch   pin 

H' 

Cast  steel. 

" 

12,930  " 

•  before  rupture;     gave 
way  in  two  strands. 

w 

"         " 

Socket. 

8,850  " 

Pulled  out  of  socket. 

Ur.  J.  T.  Hairh-ins.—l  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Jlowitt,  if  m  llio  course 
of  his  experiments  in  this  matter  he  has  ever,  in  the  use  of  the 
conical  sockets,  known  of  a  metallic  union  being  made  between  the 
\Mres  and  the  soft  Babbitt  metal  incorporated  between  the  wires? 
inserting,  for  instance,  ordinary  solder— first  putting  in  soldering 
iluid  to  make  the  union  between  the  wires  and  the  solder  perfect, 
and  raising  the  temperature  so  as  to  solder  the  whole  together. 
1  notice  the  paper  in  one  place  describes  the  wire  pulling  out  from 
the  soft  metal  or  the  soft  metal  squeezing  out  from  the  wire.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  in  such  cases  it  would  be  an  improvement  to 
make  a  complete  union  between  the  wires  and  the  soft  metal. 
Again  it  occurred  to  me,  where  that  was  not  done,  whether  it 
would  not  be  a  good  plan  to  finish  out  the  interior  cone  of  the 
socket  so  that  in  the  slipping  of  the  wire  and  the  soft  metal  with 
It,  it  would  be  more  likely  to  crowd  the  whole  together  and  prevent 
the  one  drawing  away  from  the  other,  having  a  certain  angle  to 
permit  of  that,  and  also  whether  the  experiments  have  determined 
the  proper  angle  for  this  cone.  These  all  seem  to  me  to  he  ques- 
tions having  an  important  bearing  upon  this  method. 

Mr.  HewUt.—So  far  as  my  experience  has  gone,  I  do  not  know 
of  any  different  kind  of  union— any  special  union,  such  as  Mr. 
Hawkins  described,  having  been  made  between  the  wires  and  the 
metal  in  wliicli  tbev  are  imbedded.     The  usual  way  in  which  that 


678  WIRE    EOPE    TASTEXINGS. 

is  (lone  in  the  shop  is  simply  to  pour  the  metal  iu  after  the  wires 
are  arranged  in  the  socket.  So  far  as  the  taper  is  concerned,  I 
have  never  made  anj'  experiments  to  ascertain  just  what  the  best 
taper  is.    It  would  be  an  interesting  thing  to  determine. 

Mr.  Jacob  Reese. — Mr.  Hewitt  lias  given  us  some  data  which  will 
prove  useful.  In  the  wire  Suspension  Bridge  built  at  Pittsburgh 
in  1861  by  the  Roeblings,  the  smaller  ropes  were  furnished  with 
loop  sockets  such  as  are  shown  in  Fig.  277  of  Mr.  Hewitt's  paper, 
while  the  larger  cables  were  attached  to  stirrups  such  as  are  illus- 
trated in^his  Fig.  279.  The  ropes  were  put  into  conical  openings 
in  the  sockets  and  stirrups,  the  ends  of  the  wires  turned  back  and 
keyed,  and  the  interstices  filled  with  Babbitt  metal.  I  am  informed 
by  those  connected  with  the  bridge  that  not  a  single  rope  has 
pulled  out  since  the  bridge  was  built,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  strain  has  not  exceeded  50  per  cent,  of  the  tensile  ability 
of  the  ropes.  Mr.  Hewitt  has  shown  us  what  the  results  would  be 
if  the  wires  were  subjected  to  their  limit  strain.  I  think  his  data 
on  breaking  loads  and  points  of  fracture  are  of  the  greatest  value. 

Mr.  Heivitt. — In  regard  to  the  taper  Mr.  Hawkins  referred  to, 
while  I  cannot  give  any  accurate  information  on  that  point,  as 
most  of  the  sockets  were  patterned  from  existing  models,  yet  I 
can  state  we  have  had  difficulty  with  some  sockets  on  account  of 
the  taper  being  too  short.  We  found  by  lengthening  the  socket 
and  narrowing  the  taper  that  it  was  a  decided  improvement.  Our 
experience  indicates  that  a  long  narrow  taper  is  preferable  to  a 
shoTt  one. 
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THE  DI.<PLA(EilEXTS  AXf)   THE  AKEA-CURVES  OF 
FISH. 


■  HABRT  DE  B.  PARSONS.  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 


ForK  years  ago,  wliile  engaged  in  studying  the  lines  of  fish,  the 
author's  attention  was  drawn  to  the  subject  of  this  paper  by 
noticing  some  peculiarities  in  one  or  two  specimens  examined. 

On  following  the  subject,  as  time  would  best  permit,  on  account 
of  the  frequent  interruptions  from  office  life,  the  author  now  sub- 
mits to  this  Society  the  present  paper,  containing  the  results  of 
his  investigations. 

Although  the  following  paper  is  not  strictly  mechanical,  the 
author  decided  to  present  it  to  this  meeting  from  the  fact  that 
Xaval  Architecture  is  so  closely  related  to  our  branch  of  engineer- 
ing, that  any  information  which  would  tend  to  advance  our  knowl- 
edge of  that  subject  would  also  be  of  interest  to  the  Mechanical 
Engineer. 

It  is  also  intended  to  complete  this  subject  in  the  near  future, 
by  making  a  comparison  between  the  lines  of  fish  and  those  of 
the  best-designed  ships  of  the  present  day. 

By  the  term  "  fish "  throughout  this  article,  unless  otherwise 
stated,  is  meant  that  class  of  vertebrate  animals  which,  swimming 
in  water,  have  a  "fish-like"  form.  It  thus  refers  in  this  sense 
not  only  to  fish  proper,  but  also  includes  some  of  the  cetacea,  as 
for  instance  the  whale,  dolphin,  etc. 

At  the  inception  of  this  investigation,  the  author's  attention 
was  very  forcibly  attracted  by  noticing  that  the  forms  of  certain 
fish  bore  to  each  other  strong  characteristics  of  resemblance, 
irrespective  of  their  size  or  age,  their  habits  or  geographical 
liomes. 

If  this  is  true,  namely  that  the  possession  of  certain  qualities  of 
form  is  common  to  all  fish,  then  this  resemblance  is  not  a  mere 
accident   of   nature,   but   rather   a   gradual  growtli   or  evolution   of 


680  THE    DISPLACEMEXTS    AXD    THE    AREA-CrRVES    OF    FISH. 

that  form  best  adapted  to  the  surroiindiiiij  conditions  of  fish  life; 
and  again,  if  this  is  so,  then  there  must  be  a  general  law,  to  which 
all  fish  approximate,  according  to  their  peculiar  and  individual 
requirements. 

On  account  of  the  dense  medium  in  which  fish  live,  and  the  re- 
sistance which  it  offers  to  motion,  it  is  only  just  to  consider  that  what- 
ever this  law  of  nature  may  be,  it  will  represent  a  form  approaching 
that  of  least  resistance  for  the  work  which  it  has  to  perform  under 
.the  conditions  which  necessarily  accompany  it.  Thus,  we  know  that 
for  any  given  length  of  body,  the  form  must  offer  small  resistance, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  of  such  a  size  as  to  contain 
the  necessary  muscular  development  either  for  the  purpose  of 
prey,  defense,  or  swift  propulsion;  or,  for  any  combination  of 
these  characteristics.  As  an  example,  we  may  mention  the 
salmon  (Sahno,  salar),  whose  native  haunts  are  both  the  sea 
and  swift-running  streams,  and  is  endowed  with  remarkable 
powers  in  comparison  to  its  length,  being  one  of  the  strongest 
fish  known. 

Xow,  it  is  this  lair  which  wo  shall  endeavor  to  examine  in  the 
following  pages : 

Fish  are  usually  divided  by  ichthyologists  into  three  parts — the 
head,  the  body  and  the  tail.  The  head  extends  from  the  tip  of 
the  snout  to  just  behind  the  branchise  or  gills;,  the  body  is  that 
portion  included  between  the  head  and  the  tail,  while  the  line  of 
deniarkation  between  these  latter  divisions  is  ill  defined,  and  is 
sometimes  taken  at  the  vent.  But  all  these  parts  are  united  and 
joined  into  one  smooth,  continuous  form,  and  in  this  respect  fish 
difl'er  from  other  well-developed  forms  of  vertebrates. 

Fish  propel  themselves  by  several  different  methods;  some, 
Ijy  sucking  up  and  ejecting  the  water  in  which  they  are  im- 
morst'd ;  some,  by  an  alternate  dilatation  and  contraction ;  some, 
by  increasing  and  diminishing  the  extent  of  surface  presented,  a 
principle  similar  to  the  feathering  of  an  oar;  while  the  largest 
and  most  important  class,  and  the  one  which  includes  all  the 
forms  of  fast-swimming  fish,  propel  themselves  by  means  of  a 
caudal  fin,  to  which  they  give  a  rapid,  vibrating,  curvilinear  move- 
ment; and  it  is  to  this  latter  class  that  we  shall  limit  our  atten- 
tions. These  fish  are  provided  with  other  fins  beside  the  one  just 
mentioned,  occurring  both  singly  and  in  pairs,  and  are  chiefly  used 
for  balancing  and  steering.  The  work  of  locomotion  falls  almost, 
if  not  entirely,  on  the  caudal  fin,  and  in  consequence  its  muscles- 
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are  stioiigly  i1o\t1oi>oi1,  and  aiv  arran;.HMl  aloiii;  tlir  ^;|)illal  loluiiin, 
i-onstitiitiiig  tlio  liiilk  of  tlio  animal.  I'spi'cially  toward  tla-  pos- 
terior extieniity,  as  will  he  shown  later.  With  the  eetneean.s,  as 
the  whrtle,  porpoise,  manatee,  ete.  (included  in  tiiis  class  with 
fast  swimming  fisli  on  account  of  their  fish-like  forms),  the  caudal 
fin  is  rotated  on  its  a.xis  through  90°,  but  the  principles  of  loco- 
motion remain  unaltered,  the  fin  acting  vertically  instead  of  hori- 
zontally, which  materially  assists  the  animal  in  maintaining  its 
balance. 

The  shape  of  the  tail,  or  rather  the  caudal  fin,  differs  consider- 
ably. In  many  cases  these  fins  are  very  unsymmetrical  or 
lieterocercal,  one  lobe  being  more  developed  than  its  mate;  but 
the  great  majority  of  fast-swiniming  fish  of  the  present  day  are 
homocercal  in  this  respect.  We  have  noted  the  three  divisions 
— the  head,  the  body  and  the  tail;  and  also  that  the  line  of  sep- 
aration between  the  last  two  is  not  easy  to  understand.  In  this 
sense  the  word  "  lail  "  includes  iiiore  than  the  caudal  fin,  and 
extends  far  into  that  ]iortion  of  the  fish  which  is  ordinarily, 
though  wrongly,  spoken  of  as  the  body.  This  may  be  noticed 
very  distinctly  when  we  watch  the  movements  of  a  fish  in  the  act 
of  swimming.  Its  tail,  bent  first  on  one  side  and  then  on  the 
other,  forms  a  curve  which  extends  far  up  toward  the  middle  of 
the  form  and  terminates  only  at  a  point  quite  remote  from  the 
caudal  fin. 

For  the  sake  of  studying  the  displacements  and  area  curves,  we 
shall  conceive  the  fish  as  consisting  of  two  principal  parts,  viz.: 
first,  the  Entrance,  including  all  of  the  fish  from  the  tip  of  the 
snout  to  the  position  of  the  greatest  area  of  cross  section;  second, 
the  Run,  including  all  of  the  fish  from  tliis  section  to  the  tip  of 
I  he  caudal  fin.  These  terms,  as  well  as  others  that  may  occur, 
liorrowed  from  naval  architecture,  are  used  in  their  original 
meanings. 

The  fish  selected  for  measurement  were  all  well-known  .species, 
most  of  them  common  to  Xorth  American  waters.  Their  names 
are  given  on  the  accompanying  list,  as  also  a  note  from  what  the 
measurements  were  taken.  The  initials  N.  M.  stand  for  "  Na- 
tional Museum"'  at  Washington.  The  last  five  mentioned  are 
i-etacea. 
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LIST. 

Measured  frum 

1 .  Salmo  salar  (salmon) Nature. 

2.  Salilio  confinis  (trout) Plaster  cast. 

3.  Gadus  poUachius  (pollack) Nature. 

4.  Pomatomus  soltator  (blue-fish) Nature. 

5.  Pomatomus  soltatrLx  (blue-fish) N.  M.,  No.  22,276 

6.  Labrax  lineatus  (striped  bass) Nature. 

7.  Tetrapturus  albidus  (bill-fish) N.  M. 

8.  Scomberomorus  maculatus  (Spanish  mackerel) N.  M.,  No.  25,635 

9.  Scomberomorus  cavalla  (Cuban  Spanish  mackerel) N.  M.,  No.  16,478 

10.  Orcymus  thynnus  (horse  mackerel) N.  M.,  No.  16,509 

11.  Coryphaena  hippurus  (dolphin) N.  M.,  No.  16,441 

12.  Seriola  dumerili  (amber  jack) N.  M.,  No.  16,709 

13.  *Tursiops  tursio  (bottle-nosed  dolphin) N.  M. 

14.  *Grampus  griseus  (grampus) N.  M. 

15.  *Phocana  lineata  (striped  porpoise) N.  M. 

16.  *Delphinapterus  catodon  (white  whale) N.  M.,  No.  12,490 

17.  *Megaptera  longimana  (humpback  whale) N.  M.,  No.  13,656 

As  will  be  seen,  some  measurements  were  made  from  models  in 
tlie  United  States  National  Museum,  AVashington;  one,  the 
Salino  confinis,  from  a  plaster  cast  kindly  loaned  by  Mr.  Eugene 
G.  Blackford,  of  Xew  York,  while  the  rest  were  measured  directly 
from  nature  and  immediately  upon  the  fish's  capture.  In  order 
to  insure  greater  accuracy,  only  large  specimens  were  chosen, 
when  the  measurements  were  made  from  models  (except  the  Salmo 
confinis),  and  all  the  results  reduced  to  a  common  scale,  smaller 
tlian  the  smallest  fish,  as  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

The  author  desires  to  acknowledge  his  indebtedness  to  the  late 
Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  and  to  Prof.  G.  Brown  Goode,  for  their 
valuable  assistance  in  placing  the  models  of  the  National  Museum 
and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  his  command. 

'File  measurements  were  made  as  accurately  as  possible,  and, 
with  two  or  three  exceptions,  by  the  author  in  person.  Tlie 
smaller  fish  were  gauged  by  the  use  of  callipers  and  a  steel  scale. 
Selecting  sections  at  regular  intervals  and  at  riglit*  angles  to  the 
axis  of  the  fish,  measurements  were  so  taken  that  the  area  could 
be  plotted  on  paper,  and  then  measured  with  a  planiineter.  With 
the  larger  specimens  a  system  of  projection  was  adopted;  that  is, 
measurements  were  taken  from  each  successive  point  on  the  fish 
to  two  planes  of  projection,  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  but 
both  parallel  to  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  fish.  To  illustrate, 
assume  the  model  of  the  fish  to  be  placed  against  the  wall  of  a 
*Cetacea. 
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loom,  with  its  longitudinal  axis  parallel  to  both  tlie  flooi-  ami  the 
wall.  Then  the  planes  of  projeition  would  be  the  surfaces  of  the 
tloor  and  the  wall. 

By  the  "  length  "  of  the  fish  is  meant  in  "  all  "  cases  the  "  extreme 
li'iigth  from  the  tip  of  the  snout  to  the  tip  of  the  caudal  fin."  Tliis 
length  was  chosen  as  the  most  accurate  means  for  comparing  the 
fish,  for  it  is  not  only  the  simplest,  but  any  other  method  carries 
with  it  more  or  less  elements  of  uncertainty. 

On  referring  to  the  curves  of  areas,  we  will  now  be  able  to 
compare  directly  the  points  of  difference  and  of  similarity.  Each 
curve  represents  the  "  curve  of  areas"  of  the  fish  as  numbered  and 
named ;  and  the  area  represents  the  total  displacement.  The 
horizontal  distance  represents  the  length  of  the  fish  reduced  to 
ten  inches  in  the  original  drawings,  from  which  the  accompanying 
plates  were  reproduced,  and  the  vertical  ordinates,  the  areas  of 
tlie  corresponding  sections.  Each  area  of  section  was  reduced  to 
correspond  to  the  scale  length;  that  is  to  say,  what  the  areas  would 
have  been  had  all  the  fishes  had  an  original  length  of  ten  inches. 
T5y  using  this  small  scale,  all  errors  of  measurement  are  reduced 
as  much  as  possible,  and  we  are  enabled  directly  to  compare  one 
curve  with  another  in  deducing  any  conclusions. 

In  vertical  scale,  each  lineal  inch  represents  one  square  inch  of 
section.  The  curves  represent  the  snout  on  the  left  hand,  and 
the  caudal  fin  on  the  right. 

In  Table  I.  are  given  in  square  inches  the  "scale  areas"  of  cross 
sections  taken  one  inch  apart.  For  the  Tetrapturus  the  length  is 
taken  from  the  snout  to  tip  of  the  caudal  fin,  and  not  from  the  end 
of  the  bill,  wliich  protrudes  13  inches  in  advance.  The  scale 
areas  of  section  were  calculated  for  this  length. 

The  greatest  cross  section  is  represented  by  the  dash  and  dotted 
line. 
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TABLE  I. 
Scale  of  areas  of  cross  section  in  square  inches.     Ordinates  for  the  curves. 


Name  of  Fish. 


1.  Sahnosalar I  0  0.801. 481. 72ll. 741. 561. 200. 780. 360. 18  0 

2.  "     confinis [  0  0.901.461.882.061.791.170.600.200.06  0 

3.  Gadus  poUachius i  0  0.761.552.222.211.641.050.600.280.18  0 

4.  Pomatomussoltator..  0   1.041.601.901.961.601.120.680.300.20  0 

5.  "         soltatrix.  0  0.921.331.471.441.110.670.290.080.02  0 

6.  Labrax  lineatus 0  0.861.952.612.632.051.480,940.400.13  0 

7.  Tetrapturusalbidus..:  0  0.250.630.850.830.590.400.250.120.03  0 

8.  Scomberomorus  mac- 

ulatus I  0  0.510.931.191.201.100.840.400.180.04  0 

9.  Scomberomorus      ca- 

valla 0,0.500.901.161.200.960.630.320.130.04  0 

10.  Orcymus  thynnus. .  .  .  0  |1. 102.232.963.132.561.410.600.200.04  0 

11.  Corypha>nahippurus.  0  0.610.951 .  101.100.810.400. 150.080.03  0 

12.  Seriola  dumerUi f  0   1.051.51 1.691 .601 .100.610.300.090,04  0 

13.  Tursiops  tursio 0  0.581.482.052.061.630.950.410.150.03  0 

14.  Grampus  griseus i  0   1.282.803.863.932.98,1.650.850.340.10!  0 

15.  Phocana  lineata !  0:0.791.682.082.071.570.930.400.180.06  0 

16.  Delphinapterus   cato- 

don I  0   1.032.102.752.762.301.400.710.280.07  0 

17.  Megaptera  longimana!  0   1.302.463.032.952.501.730.760.280.08  0 


18.     Average     of     second 


0  :0.801.501.921.92|1.560.9S0.500.200.08     0 


On  closely  examining  these  curves,  their  general  uniformity  is 
at  once  made  apparent.  There  are  some  differences  in  the  curves, 
which  may  be  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  age  and  condition  of 
tlic  fish.  Tiius,  while  many  have  a  "  full "  curve  between  the 
snout  and  the  greatest  cross  section,  as  is  represented  by  the  Poma- 
tonii  (male  and  female),  (Figs.  287,  288),  the  Seriola  (Fig.  295), 
and  the  Corypha>na,  (Fig.  294)  ;  many  others  have  a  "hollow  line," 
as  the  Tnrsiops  (Fig.  296)  and  Phocfpna  (Fig.  298);  and,  again, 
others  show  an  almost  straight  entrance.  This  dissimilarity  will 
be  leferred  to  later  on.  The  curves  of  the  run — that  is  from  the 
greatest  cross  section  to  the  tip  of  tlie  caudal  fin — are  similar  for 
all  the  fish,  being  a  smooth  and  very  hollow  curve,  tapering  off  to 
great  fineness  at  the  posterior  extremity,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

An  impoitant  point  to  which  attention  is  especially  called,  is  the 
wonderful  uniformity  in  all  the  specimens  of  the  position  of  the 
greatest  cross-section,  being  situated  as  will  be  seen,  at  36  per 
cent,  of  the  total  length  from  the  snout. 

As  far  as  the  author  is  aware,  this  is  the  first  time  tliis  pecul- 
iarity has  been  noticed. 

In  1884,  the  author  described  this  in  an  unpublished  thesis, 
and  extracts  were  made  from  it  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Insti- 
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tution  of  -Naval  Aivliiteits  April  1,  1SS7,  entitled  tliu  "  Forms  of 
Fisli  and  of  Ships." 

Some  of  tlie  figures  as  printed  in  that  artick^  were  wrong. 

In  only  one  instance,  tlie  Sabno  coufinis,  is  the  position  of  tliis 
section  distorted,  so  to  speak,  from  the  above  proportion,  and  it 
iindoul)tedly  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  cast  was  incorrect,  prob- 
ably having  been  made  after  the  fish  had  been  dead  long  enough 
to  swell,  and  so  alter  its  original  form. 

The  importance  of  this  strict  law  is  enhanced,  wlien  we  recol- 
lect that  it  holds  equally  true  for  both  the  fish  and  the  cetacea, 
while  they  vary  in  length  from  twelve  inches  to  thirty  feet,  regard- 
less of  their  displacements  and  regardless  of  their  speed  of  loco- 
motion. We  are  unable  to  state  how  fast,  these  fish  are  capable 
of  propelling  themselves  througli  the  water;  but  we  do  know 
that  while  some  are  credited  with  great  speed,  others  are  com- 
paratively very  sluggish,  yet  they,  one  and  all,  obey  this  common 
law.  With  this  one  exception  just  mentioned,  the  variations  from 
the  above  proportion  are  so  slight,  being  within  two  per  cent., 
tliat  they  may  be  treated  simply  as  errors  in  measurement. 

In  the  list  given  in  Table  II.,  are  the  lengths  of  the  fish  in 
inches;  the  distances  from  the  snout  to  the  greatest  cross  sec- 
tion in  percentage  of  length;  and  a  third  column,  to  which  refer- 
ence will  be  made  later. 

Table  III.  contains,  in  the  first  column,  the  scale  area  in  square 
inches  of  the  greatest  cross  section,  and  in  the  three  others,  the 
displacements  in  cubic  inches  of  the  entrance,  of  the  run,  and  the 
total  respectively. 

On  comparing  the  figures  given  in  the  first  column,  we  notice 
that  there  is  no  fixed  relation  between  the  areas  of  the  greatest 
cross  sections.  Thus,  the  areas  of  the  Tetrapturus,  Fig.  290,  the 
two  Scomberomori,  Figs.  291  and  292,  and  the  Coryphaena,  Fig.  294, 
are  very  small,  while  on  the  same  scale  the  areas  of  tbe  OrcjTnus, 
Fig.  293;  the  Megaptera,  Kg.  300,  and  the  Grampus,  Fig.  297,  are' 
quite  large;  and  we  know  from  observation  that  botli  the  Tetrap- 
turus and  Orcj-mus,  the  former  having  a  small  area  and  the  latter 
a  large  one.  are  capable  of  great  speed  of  locomotion. 

The  areas  of  the  greatest  cross  sections  of  the  other  fish  on  the 
list,  van-  between  those  of  the  Tetrapturus  and  Grampus. 

The  scale  areas  of  the  Tetrapturus  were  calculated  on  the 
length  of  the  fish  without  the  bill,  or  thirteen  inches  shorter  than 
the  total  length,  as  has  been  noted  above. 
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TABLE  II. 


Jtsfr. 

Distance  from  snout  to 

Greatest  cross 
section. 

End  of  curve  of 
replacement 

30 

12.28 
13.2 
25 

27 

130 
117 

30.5 

42.5 

42 

35 

47 

90 

63.5 

65 

140.5 
368 

Per  cent. 
37 
40 
36 

36     ■ 
36 

36 
36 
36 
37 
36 
34 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 

Per  cent. 
73 
72 
71 
72 
72 
72 

3.  Gadus  poUachius 

4.  Pomatomus  soltator 

6.     Labrax  lineatus .  .  . 

7.     Tetrapturus  albidus 

8.  Scomberomorus  maculatus 

9.  Scomberomorus  cavalla 

74  Ji 

"T 

11.     Coryphaena  hippurus 

64 

12.     Seriola  dumerili 

14.     Grampus  griseus. 

70  M 

15.     ?hoca:na  lineata 

72 

17.     Mcgaptera  longimana 

Name  op  Fish. 

1^ 

Section 
sq.  Inches. 

Scale  Displacement, 
cubicinches. 

Entrance. 

Run. 

Total. 

1.     Salmosalar 

1.76 
2.06 
2  34 

4.42 
5.45 
4.84 
4.99 
4.05 
5.85 
1.85 
2.87 
2.82 
6.92 
2.96 
4.19 
4.37 
8.50 
4.80 
6.30 
6.95 

5.31 
4.59 
5.57 
5.58 
3.48 
7.20 
2.13 
3.61 
3.11 
7.36 
2.48 
3.84 
5.06 
9.40 
5.11 
7.36 
8.26 

9  73 

2.  "      confinis 

3.  Gadus  pollachius 

10.04 
10  41 

4.  Pomatomus   soltator 

5.  "       soltatrix 

1^50 
2.82 
0.90 
1.24 
1.23 
3.14 
1.16 
1.70 
2.14 
4.03 

10.57 
7.53 

7.     Tetrapturus  albidus 

S.     Scomberomorus  maculatus.. 
9.                     "             cavalla .  . . 
10.     Orcymus  thynnus 

3.98 
6.48 
5.93 

14  28 

11.     Coryphsena  hippurus 

5.44 

13.     Tursiops  tursio 

9  43 

16.  Dclphinapterus  catodon 

17.  Mcgaptera  longimana 

2.83 
3.07 

13.66 
15.21 

Wo    cannot    state,    or   even   give    a    rough    approximation    to    the 
spectl  at  wliii-li  these  fish  are  capable  of  swimming,  but  wliile  we 
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do  know  from  experience  that  some  are  swifter  in  motion  than 
oHiei-s,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  relation  between  tlie  area 
of  greatest  cross  section  and  the  speed. 

From  an  examination  of  the  total  displacements,  given  in 
(olumn  four,  Table  III.,  vre  do  not  find  any  fixed  relation  between 
fither  the  displacements  themselves  or  between  tlio  displacements 
and  the  speed  of  locomotion. 

In  general,  we  may  say,  that  the  more  powerful  the  fish,  the 
larger  the  displacement;  and  since  with  .some  the  muscular  de- 
velopment is  abnormally  great,  which  affects  the  displacement,  it 
does  not  necessarily  increase  the  speed,  for  this  strength  may  be 
for  the  purpose  of  defense,  offense,  or  maneuvering  powers. 

These  displacements  must  vary  considerably  mth  the  age  and 
physical  condition  of  the  fish,  although  the  general  form,  or  rather 
the  relations  between  the  successive  areas  of  cross  section  remain 
unaltered. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  fixed  agreement  whatever  be- 
tween the  greatest  areas  of  cross  section,  the  displacements  and. 
the  speed;  nor  between  the  square  roots  of  the  areas  and  the 
cube  roots  of  the  displacements.  From  an  examination  of  the 
tables,  it  appears  that  each  fish  is  independent  in  regard  to  these 
points,  and  is  given  a  foim  best  suited  for  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  may  surround  its  individual  existence. 

Aside  from  the  areas  and  the  displacements,  the  fish  agree  re- 
markably in  all  the  other  essential  points,  as  in  the  general  dis- 
tribution of  their  displacements,  in  the  position  of  the  greatest 
cross  section,  in  the  relation  of  the  caudal  fin  to  the  rest  of  the 
body,  and  in  their  coefficients  of  fineness. 

These  coeflScients  of  fineness  are  given  in  Table  IV.,  and  are 
(if  we  may  be  permitted  to  use  the  term)  the  mid-fish  section 
cylinder  coefficients.  In  comparing  them,  one  must  keep  in  mind 
that  the  differences  in  age  and  physical  conditions  of  the  fisli  at 
time  of  measurement  exert  a  considerable  influence  on  these  co- 
efficients, and  will  account,  in  a  large  degree,  if  not  entirely,  for 
rlie  variations,  as  stated. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  in  general,  those  fish  which  have  the 
<rreatest  muscular  development  in  proportion  to  tlieir  weight, 
have  the  largest  coefficient  of  fineness.  Thus,  the  Salmo  salar 
(salmon)  has  the  largest  coefficient,  namely  0.553,  and  is  probably 
the  most  powerful  fisli  for  its  size  on  the  li^t.  It  is  not,  perhaps, 
the  swiftest,  but  it  is  capable  of  propelling  itself  against  currents 
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which  wouhl  I'oire  hack  most  ol"  the  others  that  might  attempt  to 
stem  them.  Ne.xt  to  the  Salmo  salar  comes  the  Pomatomus 
(bluefish),  whose  powers  of  exerting  its  strength  are  well  known 
to  anglers,  and  in  conseqnencc  it  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  gamest  of  fish. 

TABLE  IV. 


Name  of  Fish. 

Coefficient 
fineness. 

1   Ratio  of  dis- 

Sn'SStto'vent 
to  total  length. 

Salmo  salar 

0.553 
0.487 
0.445 
0.534 
0.502 
0.463 
0,442 
0.523 
0.482 
0.455 
0.469 
0.472 
0.441 
0.444 
0.467 
0.482 
0.495 
0.476 

? 

Salmo  confinis 

3 

5 

Pomatomus  soltatrix 

0  500 

6 

f^ 

Scomberomorus  maculatus 

0  491 

I) 

0.470 

10 

11 

0  429 

n 

0.521 

13 

14 

Grampus  griseus 

0  716 

1.5 

0.631 

16 

0.672 

17 

Megaptera  longimana 

0  687 

18. 

Average 

The  maximum  variation  above  the  average  is  only  7.7  per  cent., 
and  below  3.5  per  cent.,  or  a  total  variation  of  11.2  per  cent,  on 
the  volumes  of  the  circumscribing  cylinders.  It  will  be  noted 
that  the  average  coefficient  is  about  that  of  vessels  having  very 
fine  lines  and  designed  for  high  speed. 

in  the  second  column  of  the  same  table  are  given  the  ratios  of 
the  distance  from  the  snout  to  vent  to  the  total  length.  If  we  take 
the  position  of  the  vent  as  indicating  the  posterior  extremities  of 
the  internal  organs  of  the  fish,  which  it  does  in  most  instances, 
and  that  all  behind  tlie  vent  is  the  "  tail,"  consisting  of  the  caudal 
fin  and  its  controlling  muscles,  then  it  is  curious  that  the  ratio  of 
the  distances  from  the  snout  to  the  vent  to  total  length,  should  be 
80  much  smaller  for  the  fisli  than  for  the  cetaceans.  Tiiu.s,  the 
avei'age  ratios  are : 


For  the  fish 

For  the  cetaceans. 


.  0.491 
.  0.667 


^ 
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It  sinelv  tamiot  be  denied  tha^the  "fish  form  "  is  the  one  which 
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It  suielv  caimot  be  denied  that  the  " ph  form  "  is  tlic  one  wliiili 
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It  surely  caiiuot  bo  denied  tliat  the  " /i".</t  form"  is  tlie  one  wliieh 
is  best  adapted  for  a  body  moving  through  water,  when  governed 
liy  the  conditions  which  regulate  tlie  lives  of  those  vertebrates 
classed  in  this  paper  under  the  general  head  of  "fish." 

While  this  form  may  not  be  the  one  of  least  resistance,  it  cer- 
tainly approaches  it  as  closely  as  the  controlling  influences  will 
liermit. 

To  recapitulate  the  points  of  comparison  between  tlie  area 
curves  of  the  fish  mentioned,  we  have  as  follows:  1.  That  the  area 
curves  resemble  each  other  in  general  form  and  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  displacement.  2.  That  the  position  of  the  greatest 
area  of  cross  section  is  fixed,  being  situated  at  36  per  cent,  of  the 
total  length  from  the  snout;  the  length  is  the  distance  from  the 
tip  of  the  snout  to  the  tip  of  the  caudal  fin, '  measured  on  the 
longitudinal  axis  of  the  fish.  3.  That  this  position  of  the  great- 
est cross  section  is  also  true  for  the  cetacea,  and  that  it  is  entirely 
independent  of  size  or  of  speed  of  locomotion.  4.  That  there  is 
nil  relation  between  the  areas  of  greatest  cross  section,  or,  appar- 
ently, between  the  areas  and  the  speed  of  locomotion.  5.  That 
there  is  no  close  agreement  between  the  ratio  of  the  displace- 
ments and  the  greatest  areas  of  cross  section,  or  between  tlie  cube 
roots  of  the  displacements  and  the  square  roots  of  these  areas. 
li.  That  the  mid-fish  cylinder  coefficients  of  fineness  agree  very 
closely,  having  as  an  average  0.476.  7.  That  the  ratio  of  the 
distance  from  snout  to  vent  to  total  length  is  very  nearly  con- 
stant, but  that  the  constant  is  different  for  the  fish  and  for  the 
( etacea,  being  for  the  former  0.491,  and  for  the  latter  0.667; 


If  we  take  the  areas  of  the  greatest  cross  sections  as  unity,  and 
irive  to  every  other  area  of  cross  section  its  relative  value,  and 
then  find  the  average  of  the  second  means,  we  will  have  the 
ordinates  for  an  average  or  composite  curve.  These  averages  are 
given  in  Table  I.,  and  the  average  curve  plotted  for  them  is 
shown  in  Fig.  301. 

Tile  author  is  fully  aware  that  this  average  curve  does  not 
represent  any  one  class  of  fish,  and  is,  as  it  were,  a  melange  of 
proportions  of  form  which  are  more  or  less  closely  related  to  one 
another;  but.  although  it  may  be  open  to  criticism  from  this 
standpoint,  it  is,  nevertheless,  of  marked  value,  and  has  a  much 
-leater  and  wider  significance  than  may  at  first  appear. 

Since   tlip  position   of  the  greatest  area  of  cross  section   is  fixed 
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and  since  the  curves  are  similar  iu  form,  as  well  as  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  displacements,  we  are  merely  taking  the  average  of 
corresponding  areas,  which  we  use  as  ordinates  for  a  new  or  aver- 
age curve,  and  by  so  doing  we  do  not  destroy  any  relation  that 
they  may  bear  one  to  another.  Also,  anj-  errors  in  measurement 
will  be  reduced,  and  since  the  curves  are  similar  in  their  general 
formation,  the  law  represented  by  this  average  curve  will  be  the 
one  to  which  the  progression  of  areas  of  each  individual  fish 
will  approximate. 

The   equations   of   this   average   curve   can   be   expressed   algebra- 
ically, as  follows : 

Assume  as  the  origin  of  the  curves  of  both  the  "  entrance  "  and 
of  the  "  run,"  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  greatest  cross  section 
and  the  curves;  and  let 
.4   denote  the  ordiiuite  of  this  point,  or  the  area  of  greatest  cross 

section ; 
a       "         the  ordinate  of  any  point,  or  the  area  of  any  cross-sec- 
tion; 
/        '■         the  length  of  the  entrance,  or  of  the  run;  and 
y       '•         the   distance  from   the  greatest  cross  section   to  the  sec- 
tion under  consideration;  that  is,  from  "  A  "  to  "  a." 

Then,  we  will  have  the  curves  represented  by  the  equations 

<"' -^(.-;^;). 

for  the  euliancc,  and 


\ 


(b) a  =  A{l  — 


for  tlie  run. 

These  equations  are  of  the  parabolic  order;  and  would  be  those 
of  the  true  parabola,  if  we  substitute  in  equation  (o)  the  exponent 
2  in  the  place  of  1.75;  and  in  equation  {b),  a  like  exponent  in  the 
place  of  1.45,  changing  at  the  same  time  2.5  into  1. 

The  curve  of  the  entrance,  equation  (a),  is  flatter  than  the  true 
parabola;  while  the  curve  of  the  run  (equation  b)  does  not  ap- 
proach at  all  to  the  parabolic  form,  due  to  the  fraction  within  the 
parenthesis  being  raised  to  the  2.5  power,  causing  the  curve  to  be 
one  of  reverse  flexure. 

From  equation  (a),  we  derive  the  following  proportion,  namely: 
(c)..... a  :a„:  :(/>■"-/■")   :  (Z^-'= -y,'"). 
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Therefore,  for  the  entrance,  any  area  of  cross  section  is  to  any 
other  area  of  cross  section  as  the  algebraic  differences  between 
the  1.75th  powers  of  the  length  of  entrance,  and  of  the  distance 
from  the  greatest  cross  section  to  the  section  considered. 

Also,  from  equation  (6),  we  have  this  proportion: 

(d) a  :a„  :  :  (;i-«_yi.«)2.5  .  (^1.45  _y^i.«j2.5. 

that  is,  for  the  run,  any  area  of  cross  section  is  to  any  other  area, 
as  the  3.5th  power  of  the  algebraic  difference  between  the  1.4:5th 
powers  of  the  length  of  run,  and  of  the  distance  from  the  greatest 
cross  section  to  the  section  considered. 

Comparing,  again,  the  different  area  curves,  we  notice  that  the 
curves  of  the  after  bodies  bear  a  stronger  resemblance  to  one  an- 
other than  do  the  curves  of  the  fore  bodies;  and  also  that  the 
latter  curves  are  divided  into  three  classes,  one  having  a  "full," 
another  a  "hollow,"  and  the  third  a  nearly  "straight"  line  of  en- 
trance. The  average  curve  is  evidently  of  this  third  order.  N'ow, 
the  thought  arises  that  perhaps  there  is  some  positive  explanation 
for  tliis  difference,  and  that  it  is  not  entirely  due,  as  we  have  up 
to  this  point  assumed,  to  the  differences  in  the  physical  condition 
of  the  specimens  at  the  time  of  measuring. 

Arranging  the  fish  as  mentioned  above,  we  can  classify  them  as 
follows : 

Class  A. 
Full  Entrance. 
2.     Salmo  confinis   (trout). 

4.  Pomatomus  soltator  (blue  fish). 

5.  Pomatomus  soltatrix  (blue  fish). 

11.  Coryphaena  hippurus   (dolphin). 

12.  Seriola  dumerili   (amber  Jack). 

Class  B. 
Hollow  Entrance. 
1.     Salmo  salar  (salmon). 

6.  Labrax  lineatus  (striped  bass). 

7.  Tetrai)turus  albidus  (bill  fish). 

10.  Orcyinus  thynnus  (horse  mackerel). 

13.  Tursiops  tursio  (bottle-nosed  dolphin). 

14.  Grampus  griseus  (grampus). 

15.  Phoca-na  lineata  (striped  porpoise). 

16.  Delphinapterus  catodon  (white  whale). 
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Class  C. 
Slraight  Entrance. 
3.     Gaclus  polliu-hitis   (pollack). 

8.  Scomberomorus  maculatus  (Spanish  mackerel). 

9.  Scomberomorus  cavalla   (Cuban  Spanish  mackerel). 
17.     Megaptera  longimana   (hump-back  whale). 


It  will  be  noticed  that  those  fish  which  have  a  hollow  entrance 
are  the  most  numerous,  and  tliat  Class  B  is  nearly  twice  as  large 
as  either  of  the  others. 

We  also  find  that,  in  general,  Class  A  contains  those  fish  which 
are  noted  for  their  strength,  especially  of  the  head  and  jaws,  upon 
which  they  depend  not  only  for  their  existence,  but  also  for  their 
defensive  powers,  and  hence  the  fullness  of  the  line  of  entrance  in 
order  to  contain  the  necessary  muscular  development;  that  in 
Class  B  are  grouped  those  which  exhibit  the  greatest  speed  of 
locomotion,  depending  for  the  most  part  on  this  speed  for  their 
power  of  defense  and  oifense;  and,  that  in  Class  C  are  those 
whicli  -AW  midway  hclwccn  the  other  two  classes,  sacrificing  in 
l)Mi(  tln'ii'  loiiu  lor  sprcd  t<i  gain  an  increase  of  strength  or  some 
other  peculiarity.  As  examples  of  this  theory,  we  may  call 
attention  to  the  Pomatomi,  Figs.  287  and  288  in  Class  A; 
the  Salnio,  Fig.  284;  the  Tetrapturus,  Fig.  290,  and  the  Orcymus, 
Fig.  293,  in  Class  B ;  and  the  Megaptera,  Fig.  300,  in  Class  C. 

It  is  curious  that  the  cetaceans  are,  with  only  one  exception, 
included  in  Class  B  as  having  a  "hollow"  line  of  entrance,  and 
that  the  exception,  the  Megaptera  (whale),  belongs  to  Class  C,  and 
is,  therefore,  only  just  without  the  limits  of  Class  B.  It  seems  re- 
markable that  the  whale  should  have  so  fine  an  entrance,  when  we 
consider  ilic  enormous  proportions  of  its  head.  The  age  of  this 
specimen  is  estimated  at  about  nine  months. 

By  a  system  of  averaging  the  corresponding  ordinates,  as  was 
done  i)efore,  we  can  construct  the  curves,  shown  in  Fig.  302, 
which  will  represent  the  meau  e\irves  of  eui'ves  of  entrance  of  the 
(luce  (lasses  respectively. 

\iy  making  use  of  the  same  iidtatioii  as  was  employed  above, 
we  can  express  these  "  ('ur\es  cif  I'hitrance "  algebraically,  as 
follows : 

For  class  "A" — Full  Entrance: 
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For  class  ■•  H" — Hollow  Kntraiuv: 
For  class  "  C  " — Straiiflit  Eiitraiue  : 

The   curve   for   class    A    is  I'lillcr   than    the    parabola,    while    the 

curves  of  classes  B  ami  I'  fall  hclow  it. 

For  the   fish   mentioned   in  this   article,   the   average   scale   areas 

of  the  greatest  cross  sections,  that  is,  the  values  of  "  A "  are,  as 
lielow : 

For  class  A,  Area  =  1.68  square  inches. 

For  class  B,  Area  =  2.47  square  inches. 

For  class  V,  Area  =  1.97  square  inches. 

From  these  figures  we  see  that  the  smaller  the  area  of  greatest 
cross  section  the  more  obtuse  is  the  curve  of  entrance. 

There  are  probably  many  individual  cases  which  are  excep- 
tions to  this,  but  it  is  presumably  true  in  a  general  sense. 

To  those  fish  which  are  capable  of  high  speed  nature  has  ap- 
parently given  a  large  area  of  section  in  order  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary displacement,  and  at  the  same  time  has  reduced  the  head  re- 
sistance due  to  this  area  by  a  simple  proportioning  of  the  lines  of 
entrance  of  tlie  body.  In  order  for  a  fish  to  pass  through  the 
water  entirely  without  "shock,"  it  would  be  necessarj-  for  the 
curve  of  area  to  be  tangent  to  the  horizontal  axis  at  the  snout. 
This  condition  is  obviously  impossible. 

The  form  of  fish  is  veiT  prettily  illustrated  i)y  the  area  curve, 
smooth  and  continuous  from  tip  to  tip,  and  supplies  us  with  a 
living  example  of  principles  which  have  been  more  or  less  neg- 
lected by  man  when  designing  a  body  to  be  moved  through  the 
water. 

In  studying  these  area  curves  we  cannot  help  noticing  the  great 
difference  between  the  extremities,  the  curve  at  the  snout  meeting 
the  horizontal  axis  at  an  angle  varying  from  12°  to  50°  with  an 
average  of  about  40°,  while  at  the  caudal  fin,  the  curve  is  tangent 
to  the  axis  in  every  instance.  It  is,  so  to  speak,  an  illustration, 
furnished  us  by  nature  of  the  greater  importance  of  a  clean, 
fine  run  than  of  a  corresponding  fineness  of  entrance. 
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Siiice  fish  are  not  wavp-making  bodies,  due  to  the  depth  at 
which  they  swim,  I  lie  water  displaced  b}'  the  snout  tends  to  flow- 
in  a  rapid  stream  toward  the  tail  and  thus  refill  the  void  which  the 
body  of  the  fish  woidd  create  by  its  motion,  thereby  dispensing 
with  a  wave  of  replacement.  Tlie  water  displaced  by  the  snout 
may  not  actually  flow  as  described,  but  nevertheless  the  tendency 
for  it  to  do  so  exists,  and  for  that  reason  we  may  so  consider  il. 
Here,  then,  we  find  an  explanation  for  the  apparently  extreme 
forward  position  of  the  greatest  area  of  cross  section.  In  the 
first  place,  the  run,  as  shown  on  the  area  curves,  includes  the 
caudal  fin,  and  secondly,  since  it  is  so  much  finer  than  the  en- 
trance it  permits  the  velocity  of  the  stream  of  displacement, 
which  lias  a  maximum  at  the  greatest  cross  section  to  be  reduced 
before  the  water  is  acted  upon  by  the  caudal  fin,  thus  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  that  important  organ. 

These  streams  of  displacement  take  the  place  of  the  wave  of  that 
name,  and  their  maximum  velocity  is  evidently  dependent  ujum 
the  area  of  the  greatest  cross  section.  Now  this  maximum  veloi- 
ity,  irrespective  of  its  being  high  or  low,  is  imparted  to  the  water 
when  the  fish  has  traversed  a  distance  equal  to  36%  of  its  total 
length.  And,  again,  for  fish  of  any  length  moving  at  any  constant 
speed,  equal  divisions  of  fish  are  passed  in  equal  periods  of  time : 
and,  tiie  water  adjacent  to  the  fish  has  imparted  to  it  a  velocity 
which  starting  from  zero  at  the  snout  gradually  increases  until  the 
maximum  is  reached,  whence  it  slowly  diminishes  until  it  is  zcio 
at  the  posterior  extremity,  or  rather  should  be  if  it  were  not  for 
the  currents  set  up  by  the  propelling  action  of  the  tail.  For  fisli 
traveling  a  distance  equal  to  their  length  in  a  given  period,  tlie 
time  required  for  these  currents  to  reach  a  maximum  is  the  same, 
although  their  dimensions,  forms  and  displacements  may  be  vcvv 
dissimilar. 

We  have  spoken  of  these  currents  as  if  they  actually  exisfed  in 
a  well-defined  state,  which  is  not  probably  the  case.  The  water 
flows  ill  from  the  sides  as  the  fish  moves  forward,  and  the  water 
displaced  by  the  snout  fills  the  space  thus  vacated.  This  pro 
duces  a  current  whicli  is  in  reality  a  modified  form  of  the  one 
described. 

There  is  anotlier  cuiious  feature  connected  with  these  area 
curves,  which  we  may  now  consider. 

If  from  tlie  greatest  area  of  cross  section  we  prolong  the  eur\c 
of  the  run   as  if  it  were  »   continuous  curve,  instead  of  one  of  re- 
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verse  flexure,  we  find  that  it  will  terminate  at  a  distance  from  the 
snout  of  about  78%  of  the  total  length. 

The  actual  distances  for  each  tisli,  in  percentages  of  their 
length,  are  given  in  column  three  of  Table  II.;  and  on  the  dia- 
grams, the  dotted  lines  represent  tliis  curve,  which  we  shall  call 
the  "  curve  of  replacement,"  in  contradistinction  to  the  "  curve  of 
displacement." 

Xow  it  appears  that  the  greatest  cross  section  is  situated  at 
one-half  the  distance  from  the  snout  to  the  terminal  point  of  this 
curve.  This  curve  also  includes  an  area  between  it  and  the  Hne 
representing  the  greatest  cross  section,  which  is  approximately 
equal  to  the  area  bounded  by  that  section  and  the  curve  of  the 
entrance. 

For  a  division  of  the  "  rim  "  of  the  fish,  the  author  now  suggests 
that  this  new  curve  of  replacement  shall  be  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  body  and  the  tail.  That  is,  all  of  that  portion  of  the 
fish  from  the  head  to  this  new  curve  shall  be  the  "body;"  and 
from  this  curve  to  the  tip  of  the  caudal  fin,  the  "  tail."  It  will  be 
observed  that  with  the  cetaceans  this  curve  terminates  just  be- 
hind the  position  of  the  vent. 

If  we  imagine  a  fish  with  its  tail  removed,  and  propelled  by 
some  other  means,  we  would  have  a  form  having  its  greatest 
cross  section  situated  at  the  middle  of  its  length,  and  with  the  dis- 
placements of  the  entrance  and  run  approximately  equal. 

Most  certainly  this  curve  of  replacement  is  theoretical,  and  is 
not  seen  on  the  fish-form,  but  nevertheless  it  is  curious,  and  ap- 
pears to  the  author  to  be  of  more  than  ordinary  interest;  and  for 
that  reason  it  is  here  mentioned  for  w^hatever  merit  that  it  may 
contain. 
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(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Tlic  writer  has,  on  an  earlier  occasion,  presented  to  the  Society, 
with  the  kind  permission  of  Professor  E.  C.  Cleaves,  samples  of 
hlue  Joints  of  extraordinary  size,  as  made  by  a  method,  and  with 
;i])paratus,  original,  it  is  believed,  with  that  gentleman.  That  ex- 
hibited at  the  Washiiiijldii  meeting  of  this  Society,  and  a  similar 
one  exhibited  at  t!ie  l\:i;ii(  rskill  meeting  of  the  Civil  En^iniMTs, 
were  <S  feet  long  ami  •'Ji-  IVct  in  width.  It  will  be  remembered 
tluit  tliey  were  made  (Ui  ;i  revol\ing  cylinder,  contact  being  secured 
simply  by  <lrawin,u-  the  liaeiii^-  ij^ht  over  the  sensitive  paper  and 
the  underlying  felt  by  means  of  suitably  arranged  clamps  and 
spiings.  No  glass  was  needed,  and  the  expense  and  risk,  and  some- 
Ihing  of  tlie  trouble,  of  the  common  method  of  operation  was  thus 

'I'lu'  writer  lias  since  bad  sonu'  still  larger  prints  piciiarcd  by  a 
still  sim])ler  ajiparatiis  and  method,  original  with  himself,  and  by 
wbieli  an  almost  unlimited  area  of  surface  may  be  printed.  The 
blue  print  accompanying  this  paper  is  a  sample  of  what  may  be 
easily  done  in  any  drawing  room  in  which  light  can  be  obtained 
for  such  extent  of  print.  It  is  a  blue  print  from  a  tracing  of  one 
of  Captain  Zalinski's  latest  forms  of  pneumatic  dynamite  gun 
shells,  as  designed  by  him  for  the  fifteen-inch  gun  now  under  con- 
struction. The  print  is  fourteen  feet  long  and  21^  feet  wide.  It  is 
11  good  sample  of  the  fine  work  in  printing  and  toning  wliich  is 
(lone  by  Professor  Cleaves  for  the  Sibley  College  of  Cornell  Uni- 
versity. 'I'he  foiiiiiibis  for  the  reagents  are  derived  by  a  systematic 
course  of  experimental  investigation  directed  to  that  end  some  time 
since. 

The    printing    apparatus    used    for    this    later    work    consists    of 
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nothing  but  a  single  tliin  board,  of  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
proposed  print,  with  some  margin  for  the  stretching  clamps.  This 
board  is  covered  with  good  felt  of  carefully  selected  quality,  secure- 
ly and  smoothly  fastened  to  the  board  by  any  convenient  means. 
A  line  of  tacks  around  the  edges  does  as  well,  perhaps,  as  anything. 
The  sensitive  paper  is  then  stretched  over  the  felt,  and  the  tracing 
drawn  over  that,  and  both  are  smoothly  stretclied  by  clamps  or 
other  convenient  device.  It  is  of  course  evident  that  it  would  not 
be  practicaljle  by  this  operation  simply  to  obtain  that  cpmplete 
contact  and  j)ressure  throughout  the  surface  in  contact  that  is  re- 
quiied  for  good  work;  but  this  desideratum  is  easily  secured  by 
the  simplest  expedient  imaginable:  The  board  is  merely  sprung  to 
a  flat  arc  in  the  direction  either  of  its  length  or  of  its  breadth, 
ordinarily  in  the  longer  line.  This  brings  everything  "taut,"  and 
the  printing  is  done  precisely  as  under  glass,  with  the  further  de- 
cided advantage  that  no  light  is  lost  through  the  intervention  of 
the  glass;  which,  however  excellent  in  quality,  will  inevitably 
absorb  a  very  measurable  amount. 

The  accompanying  sketch  represents  the  apparatus  designed  by 
Professor  Cleaves  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  writer  in  the  making  of  the  very  large  prints  of 
which  that  presented  herewith  is  a  sample.  Figures  303  and  304 
are  a  plan  and  side  elevation  of  the  board  and  its  mounting.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  upper,  or  printing  board,  is  supported  upon  a 
lower  and  somewhat  narrower  and  longer  one,  which,  in  turn, 
should  be  carried  on  trestles  or  other  convenient  ari;angement. 
The  printing  board  is  stiffened  laterally  by  strips  or  battens,  but  is 
free  to  spring  longitudinally  to  any  desired  extent.  The  support- 
ing board  is  stiffened  longitudinally.  At  each  end  of  the  latter  is 
a  batten  d  d,  set  transversely,  which  answers  as  a  chock,  as  seen 
later.  Clamps  c  c  are  placed  at  either  end  of  the  printing  board 
by  means  of  which  to  secure  tlie  felt,  paper,  and  tracing.  One  or 
both  of  these  clamps  may  be  made  adjustable  for  varying  lengths 
of  print.  Figures  305  and  30fi  show  the  method  of  operation. 
The  board  is  first  raised  at  one  end  and  thus  slightly  sprung.  The 
felt  and  paper,  and  the  tracing  which  forms  the  negative,  are 
stretched  smoothly  between  the  clamps  and  well  secured.  The 
board  is  next  laid  down  on  the  supporting  base,  the  two  ends  made 
fast,  the  one  to  the  batten  at  the  left,  the  other  to  another  arranged 
at  the  proper  distance  from  the  right  hand  extremity,  the  printing 
board   springing  into  a  curve  of  which   the  bridge  a,  hinged   at  the 
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middle  as  in  A,  and  thrown  up  as  seen  in  the  sketch  B,  gives 
the  versed  sine.  By  springing  to  any  desirable  extent  as  in  A, 
and  then  rev.ersing  the  curve  as  in  B,  any  required  degree  of  ten- 
sion and  stretch  can  be  given  the  tracing,  and  thus  any  necessary 
amount  of  pressure  and  perfection  of  contact  with  the  sensitive 
paper  may  be  obtained.  The  two  sections  at  the  right  exhibit  the 
end  view  of  the  pair  of  boards  and  a  section  of  the  clamp  used. 

It  is  obvious  that  this  scheme  will  suffice  to  print  any  area  of 
blue-print  that  paper  can  be  obtained  to  cover — a  half-mile  square 
if  necessary.     The  amount  of  springing  required  is  very  small,  and 
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never  enough  to  affect  perceptibly  the  uniformity  of  the  printing 
and  tone  of  the  print.  If  it  should  ever  seem  too  great,  it  is  easy 
to  correct  the  defect  by  first  springing  the  board  in  the  reverse 
direction;  then,  after  drawing  the  covering  felt  and  papers  tight, 
bending  it  in  the  first  proposed  direction,  past  the  straight  line,  and 
as  far  as  may  be  found  desirable  to  secure  good  contact.  We  have 
found  this  method  to  work  quite  as  well  as  the  cylinder;  which  we 
still  use,  however,  for  what  we  now  call  small  sizes.  Perhaps  this 
may  be  as  well  or  better  than  the  new  method,  up  to  eight  or  ten 
feet  length,  and  for  narrow  prints;  while  the  new  arrangement 
may  do  best  whenever  extraordinary  sizes — as  gauged  by  our  new 
standard — are  called  for. 

We   are   doing  another   quite   different   kind   of   work  in   photog- 
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laphv,  wliirii  proves  to  liave  great  value  for  eerlain  purposes. 
ProlVsr^or  S.  li.  Xewberry,  in  charge  of  organic  and  ajiplied  dicniis- 
try,  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  experimenting  with  various 
methods  of  enhu-ging  photograpiis,  and  has  succeeded  in  producing 
such  enlargements  very  successfully  in  sizes  whicli  are  remarkably 
well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  tiie  instructor  in  making  wall-charts, 
map,  drawings  of  architectural  subjects,  and  of  machinery.  I  have 
now  received  from  him  excellent  reproiluctions,  on  a  scale  of  about 
21/2  ^y  -^  feet,  and  3  by  4  feet,  of  full-page  plates  from  the  engineer- 
ing journals;  portraits  from  cabinet  pictures  of  great  engineers  and 
inventors;  and  other  interesting  subjects,  such  as  could  not  have 
been  economically  obtained  by  either  redrawing,  or  any  of  the  older 
processes  of  reproduction,  and  at  a  cost  so  small  as  to  make  them 
very  freely  available.  They  are  clear,  distinct  in  line  and  in  all  de- 
tails, and  are  quite  large  enough  and  bright  enough  to  serve  admi- 
rably for  wall-charts.  The  effect  is  particularly  excellent  in  making 
views  of  architectural  subjects  and  of  machinery  which  is  at  all 
complicated,  such,  for  example,  as  full  drawings  of  marine  steam 
engines. 


Mr.  Albert  F.  IfalL— The  apparatus  described  by  Prof.  Thurston, 
although  showing  much  ingenuity,  appears  to  possess  the  same 
imperfections  common  to  most  of  the  devices  for  the  purpose.  It 
is  impossible,  where  the  apparatus  is  in  constant  use,  to  prevent 
the  board  from  warping,  or  to  maintain  d  uniform  thickness  of  the 
"pad."  Consequently,  the  prints  soon  show  marks  of  imperfect 
contact.  One  way  to  obviate  this  has  been  to  make  the  pad  in 
the  form  of  a  rubber  bag  and  fill  it  with  air. 

Another  is  to  secure  a  piece  of  sheet  rubber  to  the  edges  of  a 
board  and  to  maintain  a  constant  flow  of  air  into  the  space  between, 
to  make  up  for  leaks  resulting  from  imperfect  joints;  a  safety 
valve  being  placed  on  the  pipe  leading  to  this  space,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  guarding  against  too  great  a  pressure  on  the  glass. 

It  is  not,  however,  always  convenient  to  arrange  such  a  device, 
and  a  novel  apparatus,  the  invention  of  Hugo  Sack,  of  Plagwitz- 
Leipzig,  Germany,  United  States  Patent  No.  324,960,  of  August 
25,  1885,  seems  to  present  a  means  of  always  obtaining  a  perfect 
blue  print.  The  principle  of  the  device  is  very  simple,  and  con- 
sists in  exhausting  the  air  from  the  space  between  the  back  of  the 
prepared    paper   and    an   clastic    material,   the   edges   of   which   are 
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liekl  ill  close  tontiU-t  witli  the  glass,  by  means  of  a  small  vacuum 
pump,  attached  to  the  frame,  the  atmosphere  producing  the 
desired  pressure. 

Unfortunately  these  frames  cannot  be  seen  in  this  country,  and 
the  price,  which  does  iiot  include  the  glass,  freight,  or  duty,  ren- 
ders them  too  expensive  for  general  use.* 

Mr.  Ezra  Fawcett. — At  the  presentation  of  the  large  blue  print 
at  our  Washington  meeting,  by  Prof.  Thurston,  and  the  method 
of  producing  it,  by  securing  the  sensitive  paper  and  tracing  on  a 
large  drum  or  cylinder,  and  exposing  to  Ihe  light,  it  suggested  it- 
self to  me  that  it  would  have  to  be  turned  regularly  to  produce 
an  even  print,  and  also  be  somewhat  limited. 

At  that  time  I  suggested  to  one  of  the  members  the  plan  of  a 
long  thin  board;  clamp  the  paper  to  it  and  spring  to  a  iiat  arc, 
giving  it  a  practical  uniform  exposure  to  the  light,  and  limited 
only  to  the  lengtii  and  breadth  of  the  device  and  paper  obtainable; 
and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  note  tlie  able  manner  in  which 
Prof.  Thurston  has  brought  out  the  device. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Rogers. — I  am  interested  in  the  blue  print  question  and 
always  have  been.  I  saw  a  description  of  that  cylinder  method, 
described  at  the  Washington  meeting,  and  I  was  going  to  try  that 
to  see  how  it  worked  in  making  a  large  print.  But  it  was  too  big 
a  job  and  I  was  tired.  (I  was  born  that  way.)  I  had  occasion, 
though,  to  make  a  print  about  twelve  feet  long.  I  made  a  cyl- 
inder three  feet  long  and  six  inches  diameter,  hung  it  on  bearings 
that  rested  on  a  trestle  arranged  to  represent  a  horse,  and  then  I 
wrapped    padding   around   that    and    wrapped    thick   manila   paper 

*For  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  desire  further  information,  they  are  referred 
to  the  manufacturers,  Carl  Schleicher  &  SchuU,  of  Duron,  Germany,  or  their 
agent,  B.  G.  Soltmann,  New  York. 
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■■.,  1     'i    l..iii                          -i.'i  ■  !  l,I^~~.                 Thickness  or  Glass. 

Millimeters.            Inches. 

Millimeters.            Inches. 
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Inches. 

J 

360  X     420    14.17  X1&53 
505  X     650  1  19.88  X  25.59 

'     395  X     455  '  15.55  X  17.91 
640  X     685    21.26  X2&97 

2  to  5 
2  to  5 

II  

ao8  to  a2 

m 

•MOX     750   21.65X2*53 

585  X     785    23.03  X3a90 

2  to  5 

0.08  to  0.2 

IV 

750  X  1.050  ;  2*53  X  39.56 

790  X  1.090  :  31.10  X  42.91 

2to5 

ao8too.2 

V 

850  X1.250J  33.46  X  •19.21 

990  X  1.290   3898  X  5078 

5  to8 

0.2  to  0.4 

1,050  X  1,400   39.56  X  4094 

1.090  X  1.440    42.91  X  56.68 

5  to  8 

a2ioa4 
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oyer  tliat.  Noxt  to  tliat  1  but  sensitized  ijaper,  then  tlie  tracing 
eloth,  wliieli  1  lolled  up  very  tight  on  the  cylinder,  and  I  marked 
it  so  that  I  could  give  it  about  three  minutes'  exijosure  as  I  un- 
rolled it.  I  made  the  drawing  room  dark.  Then  raised  one 
window,  so  as  to  let  the  sun  come  in  from  the  south  and  strike  it 
where  it  was  tight  on  the  roll.  I  slowly  unrolled  the  tracing 
cloth  and  two  pieces  of  paper  and  I  got  a  very  nice  print.  I 
made  only  one  and  that  was  so  well  done  that  I  was  afraid  to  try 
anotlier.  But  I  like  that  better  than  I  do  this  board  method. 
My  drawing  room  is  only  sixteen  feet  square.  I  have  not  any 
rooni  to  put  any  extra  lumber  in.  Now  I  propose  to  make  two 
rolls  and  set  the  lower  roll  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees  down- 
ward, and  reroll  the  paper  as  I  print  it,  and  I  will  use  a  mechan- 
ism to  let  it  print  itself  and  roll  out  on  the  other  roll  and  let  it 
have  a  regular  three  minutes'  exposure.  I  think  then  that  I  can 
print  ten  miles  of  paper  iu  my  sixteen  foot  drawing  room.  I  am 
going  to  try  that.  I  have  tried  it  already  on  one  roll  and  it  works 
very  nicely.  If  I  had  known  of  this  paper  I  should  have  brought 
that  print  along.  But  at  the  next  meeting  I  will  try  and  bring 
the  whole  machine. 

Mr.  John  F.  Wilcox.—^  might  save  Mr.  Rogers  in  this  respect 
by  telling  him  to  write  to  Mr.  Ely  up  at  Altoona.  He  will  send 
him  a  blue  print  of  the  apparatus  that  is  used  up  there.  They 
are  similar  to  the  one  described  at  the  Washington  meeting  with 
the  addition  of  the  cylinder  you  speak  of  there — the  winding  up 
of  the  print.  I  have  a  print  in  the  office  at  home  that  is  fully 
seventy-five  or  a  hundred  feet  long.  It  is  a  map  of  a  line  of  pipe. 
It  is  on  two  rollers.  I  am  speaking  at  random  of  the  length  of 
it.     It  may  be  longer. 

Mr.  Rogers. — I  am  very  much  obliged.  On  this  blue  print  ques- 
tion there  is  another  point  that  I  wish  to  speak  of.  I  notice  that 
in  nearly  all  the  blue  prints  that  I  get— we  get  a  great  many  from 
firms  to  know  whether  we  can  adapt  our  machines  to  their  class  of 
xvork— that  the  upper  lines,  which  I  generally  call  the  Xorth  line 
and  the  West  line,  are  very  Light  lines,  and  the  East  line  and 
South  line  are  heavy.  That  is  according  to  the  way  I  was  taught 
at  school.  But  I  have  abandoned  that  in  practice,  and  I  make  all 
my  lines  representing  a  piece  that  is  to  be  worked  of  the  same  thick- 
ness and  I  make  them  heavy  on  the  tracing;  then  when  it  comes  to 
blue  printing  they  come  out  heavy.  I  have  found,  from  watching 
men  in   the   shop  picking  up   a   drawing  made   with   shaded   lines, 
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that  tliey  will  go  at  it  and  turn  it  two  or  three  different  ways,  and 
I  always,  felt  as  though  I  ought  to  have  written  on  the  drawing 
what  it  was,  and  I  find  that  a  groat  many  shops  I  go  into  are 
using  that  school  ini'thod.  I  thought  it  was  original  with  me,  but 
I  find  ;i  great  many  othoi's  are  doing  it.  It  is  not  exactly  what 
we  were  taught,  but  it  is  a  great  deal  more  convenient  for  the  men 
that  have  to  use  it,  if  all  the  lines  of  the  sheets  to  be  operated 
upon  are  the  same  thickness  and  heavy  and  the  dimension  lines 
are  light. 

/'/•(//.  R.  If.  Thiir.stan.^—l  think  that  ilr.  Hall  is  mistaken  in 
asserting  that  tlie  printing  board  cannot  be  kept  IVom  warping,  if 
it  is  properly  made  and  handled.  A  few  battms  -eruivd  trans- 
versely on  the  underside  will  alwaj's  prevent  Inteial  waipiiig  even 
if  it  were  probable  that  it  could  occur  to  an  embarrassing  extent, 
which  I  think  cpiite  unlikely.  We  Iiave  had  and  we  anticipate  no 
trouble  at  all  of  the  kinds  sii-uesled  by  him.  I  presume  his  mis- 
apprehension and  his  a]ipi-eiiiiisi.)ii>  arise  from  an  unscientific 
use  of  the  imagination  ratlier  than  From  experience  with  the  ar- 
rangement described.  Its  object  is  to  evade  precisely  the  objec- 
tions to  the  common  method  which  he  enumerates  and  it  is  practi- 
cally successful.  It  also  eliminates  the  objections  to  the  German 
device  which  he  apparently  approves — the  great  cost,  risk  and 
troTible  met  with  in  the  latter  endeavor  to  meet  difficulties  which 
must  always  aiise  where  great  sheets  of  glass  are  used.  It  would 
))e  interesting  to  see  the  Sack  system  applied  to  making  blue 
luiiits  many  Feet  long.  I  should  not  expect  it  to  prove  a  long- 
li\eil  system  in  icmipeliliun  with  the  simpler  and  cheaper  and 
■  inite  as  elTeclive  niclliods  which  I  haye  described  and  of  which 
(he  Society  has  been  shown  the  product. 

The  modified  plans  described  by  Mr.  Rogers  and  by  Mr.  Wilcox 
would,  I  should  expect,  be  very  useful  for  the  special  cases  re- 
ferred to  by  them.  I  think  that,  now  that  two  or  three  of  us  have 
])hiyed  Columbus,  this  egg  can  be  made  to  stand  on  end  almost 
anywhere. 


*  Author's  closure,  under  the  rules. 
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XVIIth  Meeting,  Nashville,  May,  1888. 
No.  309-58  and  309-5'J. 

What  IS  the  most  economical  speed  of  cable  in  telo-Jynamic  transmissions  tor 
high  and  low  power? 

What  data  have  you  for  design  of  hemp  rope  transmissions,  especially  where 
several  parallel  ropes  replace  a  flat  belt? 

Mr.  John  H.  Cooper. — The  ropes  should  be  run  under  the  same 
coiKlitions  and  ver}'  much  in  the  same  way  as  leather  and  other 
belts. 

That  is,  the  working  tension  of  each  rope  should  not  reach  and 
should  never  exceed  its  elastic  limit,  and  this  restriction  will  avoid 
the  evil  effects  of  overstraining  and  insure  long  life  to  the  ropes. 

The  pullejs  should  be  comparatively  large  and  each  connected 
pair  set  apart  as  nearly  horizontally  as  may  be,  which  will  secure 
the  best  of  the  "  sag  "  of  the  ropes  upon  both  pulleys,  and  that  the 
speed  should  be  high  in  order  that  the  traction  may  be  light.  The 
upper  strips  of  the  ropes  should  hang  in  the  deep  curves  between 
the  pulleys,  the  lower  strip  should  drive,  and  neither  strip  sliould 
be  vertical. 

The  wheels  are  usually  of  cast  iron,  made  whole,  in  halves,  or  in 
segments  with  separate  rim,  arms  and  hubs  as  may  best  suit  the 
making,  fitting  and  shipping  of  them.  The  grooves  should  be 
accurately  turned  to  the  same  shape,  to  suit  the  ropes  to  be  used 
and  to  exactly  the  same  diameter  in  the  same  wheel,  in  order  that 
the  pitch  or  driving  diameter  of  each  groove  shall  be  equal,  it 
being  essential  also  that  the  effective  girth  of  each  rope  in  each 
connected  pair  of  wheels  shall  be  the  same  and  that  the  wheels 
shall  be  w^ell  and  evenly  balanced  for  high  speed  running  without 
lateral  vibration. 

Tlie  least  diameter  of  rope  wheels  should  bear  al)out  the  same 
proportion  to  the  diameter  of  the  rope  to  be  used  upon  it,  as  Mr. 
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Eoc'blino;  o-ives  for  wire  rope  sheaves  and  tliat  is  35  times  the  diam- 
eter of  the  rope. 

As  with  belts,  the  greater  the  velocity  of  the  rope  the  greater 
the  efficiency  of  the  same,  and  tlie  speed  may  safely  be  increased 
up  to  5,000  feet  per  minute.  The  driving  and  driven  shafts  may 
be  located  according  to  circumstances,  a  distance  apart  of  from  20 
to  60  feet. 

Eope  wheels  intended  for  bearing  up  the  sag  of  ropes,  or  guiding 
them  where  necessary,  should  have  a  diameter  not  less  than  that 
prescribed  for  the  least  driving  wheels,  and  the  grooves  should  be 
smooth  and  have  semicircular  bottoms,  larger  than  the  ropes  to 
permit  the  freest  passage  of  the  ropes  through  them. 

AVhite  untarred  ropes  will  break  under  the  strain  of  7,000  to  12,- 
000  pounds  per  square  inch  of  section.  The  actual  section  may  be 
taken  as  that  within  Vio  of  the  circumscribing  circle  of  the  rope. 

As  to  the  durability  of  the  ropes,  some  are  known  to  have  con- 
tinuously run  101/2  years;  in  general  the  life  of  a  rope  is  from  3 
to  5  years,  although  the  latter  figure  has  many  times  been  exceeded. 

When  a  rope  shows  symptoms  of  giving  away,  it  can  be  removed 
and  a  new  one  put  in  its  place  during  tlie  noon  stoppage  or  in  the 
early  evening. 

It  is  usual  in  the  allotment  of  driving  capacity  to  provide  one  or 
more  ropes  than  the  exact  number  necessary,  so  that  should  one 
fail  the  remaining  ropes  are  fully  competent  to  continue  driving 
the  plant. 

The  ropes  used  are  mostly  of  hemp  of  carefully  selected  stock, 
having  long  fibres;  they  should  be  well  and  evenly  twisted  and 
uniformly  "  laid  "  and  yet  be  soft  and  elastic. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  splices  should  be  well  made,  no 
part  being  of  greater  diameter  than  the  body  of  the  rope,  and  to  do 
this  the  splices  should  be  9  to  10  feet  long. 

The  driving  power  is  due  to  the  grip  of  the  ropes  in  the  angular 
grooves  of  the  wheels,  the  ropes  can  therefore  be  run  loosely,  which 
avoids  unnecessary  transverse  straining  of  the  shaft  and  useless 
pressure  on  the  bearings. 

From  an  article  on  Rope  Gearing  by  Mr.  James  Divine  read  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Institute  of  M.  E.,  Manchester,  England,  Oct. 
25,  1876,*  a  few  extracts  are  made  in  reference  to  the  comparative 
cost  of  the  transmission  of  power  by  cog-gearing,  by  belting  and 
by  ropes.  Mr.  Divine  says :  "  It  is  difficult  to  give  exact 
•See  also  "Use  of  belting"  by  the  writer. 
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for  tliis  comparison,  but  the  cost  of  ro[X'-<rwirini;  i.-;  coiisidcnilily 
less  tlian  cog-gearing  for  equal  transmissions  ami  it  may  be  fairly 
set  down  as  one-lialf  or  two-thirds  the  cost  of  leather  belts  on  flat 
faced  pulleys. 

Lockwood.  Greene  &  Co.,  of  Xewburyport,  Mass.,  have  given 
figures  on  the  comparative  cost  of  rope  and  belt  driving,  citing  a 
case  of  their  own  planning  and  erection  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  where 
they  have  about  2,000  H.  P.  in  ropes.  The  round  figures  given  are 
$10,800  for  the  belting-gearing  and  $G,TOO  for  the  rope-gearing. 

We  have  yet  to  refer  to  the  two  most  important  points  in  the 
successful  piactice  of  transmitting  power  by  ropes,  the  safe  and 
continuous  working  tension  and  the  shape  of  the  rope  grooves  in 
the  wheels. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  transmitting  power  of  ropes 
at  velocities  ranging  from  :5,000  to  5,000  feet  per  minute,  as  de- 
rived from  cases  in  practice,  from  which  the  H.  P.  can  easily  be 
figures  when  the  exact  velocity  in  feet  ju-r  minute  of  the  ropes  is 
known. 

Diameter  of  Ropes.  Workinp  Stress  on  One  Rope. 

Inches.  Pounds. 

VA  247>i 

IH  278  > -2 

ly.  330 

13?  363 

2A  2.56 

22  330 

9JL  349 

2  k  20.5 

214  330 

ilessrs.  Pearce  Bros.,  engineers  of  Dundee  says:  Mr.  Divine  was 
our  Manchester  agent,  and  the  facts  so  nicely  given  by  him  in  the 
paper  referred  to  were  furnished  by  us.  This  and  the  article  on 
rope-gearing  in  '-Elements  of  Machine  Design"  by  TJnwin,  for 
which  we  also  furnished  the  data,  constitute,  we  beUeve,  almost 
the  only  printed  information  we  have  in  English  on  the  subject. 

I  present  a  drawing  (Fig.  353)  of  the  rope  grooves  from  Unwin, 
and  also  give  a  copy  of  that  kindly  furnished  to  me  by  the  Messrs. 
Lockwood,  Greene  &  Co.,  adding  their  remarks:  "In  regard  to 
the  shape  of  the  grooves,  we  have,  after  some  investigation,  adopted 
that  shape  which  has  been  found  to  be  best  adapted  to  the  general 
condition  of  rope  driving  abroad,  and  we  have  been  satisfied  with 
it.  so  far."  f  n      \- 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  proper  angle  of  the   V 
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grooves,  40°,  43°  and  45°  being  named  for  the  inclination  of  the 
sides.  It  is  certain  that  the  inner  faces  of  the  inclined  sides  of  the 
grooves  where  the  ropes  touch,  should  be  concave  to  give  the  great- 
est area  of  contact  with  tlie  rope  when  pressed  into  the  groove. 


GROOVES  FOR  ROPES 
By  LockwoodjGreeue  it  Co. 
/Vea  burifport  I 


Fig.  353. 


M.  Kciileaux  (|uotes  Wedding,  a  nuichine  manufacturer  in  Berlin, 
as  having  found  bj'  experiment,  that  the  resistance  of  a  rope  to 
sliding  in  a  Y-grooved  wheel  of  60°  angle,  is  double  the  resistance 
that  the  same  rope  meets  when  in  a  semicircular  groove  which  it 
just  freely  fits. 

Notice  must  be  taken  of  the  fact  wliich  is  graphically  represented 
on  the  drawing,  that  the  pitch  diameter  of  the  wheels  from  which 
relative  speeds  are  to  be  calculated,  must  not  be  measured  from 
the  centers  of  the  ropes,  but  from  the  centers  of  the  rope  contacts 
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ill  the  grooves,  or  from  some  point  between  the  two  depending 
upon  the  amount  of  streti'li  of  the  rope  at  its  center  and  upon  tlie 
slip  of  the  touching  part. 

Mr.  W.  ]V.  Dingee. — The  J.  I.  Case  T.  M.  Co.,  Eacine,  Wis.,  are 
using  in  their  new  plant  a  hemp  rope  transmission  of  about  30 
II.  P.  The  rope  is  %  inch  diameter  and  passes  around  the  pulleys 
six  times.  The  rim  of  these  pulleys  is  made  of  hard  wood  with 
six  Y-shaped  grooves  for  reception  of  the  rope,  which  is  returned 
from  the  last  groove  to  the  first  by  the  use  of  two  idlers  as  shown 
in  accompanying  diagram    (Fig.  354).     The  frame  in  which  these 


run  is  supported  on  trunnions  which  allow  these  idler  pulleys  to 
take  the  necessary  angle  to  get  the  rope  back  again  past  the  drive 
pulley. 

One  of  these  idlers,  with  its  frame,  is  free  to  move  on  an  over- 
head way,  and  by  means  of  a  weight  keeps  any  desired  tension  on 
the  driving  rope. 

This  rope  transmission  of  power  has  been  in  use  sixty  days  and 
promises  to  be  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Suplee.—l  have  a  few  facts  relating  to  this  rope  trans- 
mission very  similar  to  the  last  one  given  by  Mr.  Dingee,  which 
came  under  my  own  observation  about  two  or  three  years  ago,  and 
on  which  I  had  occasion  to  make  a  test.  In  the  case  to  which  I 
refer  there  were  two  pulleys  of  equal  diameter,  30  inches  diameter, 
situated  not  over  15}  or  16  feet  apart,  horizontally,  and  there  was  a 
half-inch  manilla  rope  passed  around  five  times,  the  one  rope  con- 
tinuously passed  around  again  and  again;  precisely  similar  to  that 
-hown  in  Fig.  354,  except  that  the  idler  there  shosni  between  the 
pulleys  was  omitted  in  this  case.  This  idler  was  tilted  at  an  angle 
sufficient  to  make  its  upper  edge  come  in  line  with  the  one  side  of 
the  multiple  coil  of  n.pe  and  the  other  edge  come  in  line  with  the 
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otiier  side.  The  tiltinj;-  of  the  idler  pulley  provided  for  the  differ- 
ence in  the  position  of  the  ropes.  In  this  case  the  rope  was  one- 
half  inch  in  diameter.  In  order  to  test  it  I  put  the  indicator  on 
the  engine,  and  then,  leaving  all  the  other  attachments  the  same, 
we  proceeded  to  apply  a  brake,  first  taking  the  indicator  cards  of 
the  engine;  the  apparatus  running  with  the  ordinary  load  on. 
Then  we  continued  to  add  load  by  putting  a  brake  on  the  pulley 
on  the  driven  shaft  and  continued  to  add  resistance  until  the  engine 
showed  signs  of  distress,  when  a  second  card  was  taken.  The  dif- 
ference between  the  cards  showed  19  horse  power.  The  rope  was 
running  at  a  speed  of  nearly  1,300  lineal  feet  per  minute.  In  this 
case  the  grooves  were  about  one-third  of  a  semi-circle  of  much 
larger  radius  than  the  rope,  so  that  there  was  no  wedging  action 
whatever,  and  the  number  of  coils  had  such  a  grip  that  there  was 
no  chance  of  slippage.  In  this  transmission,  with  which  I  have 
had  some  experience,  in  every  case  it  is  easy  to  obtain  the  required 
grip  by  taking  a  sufficient  number  of  coils,  so  that  the  question  of 
slippage  is  entirely  eliminated  and  the  only  thing  to  be  attended 
to  is  the  ultimate  strength  of  the  rope.  A  similar  arrangement 
has  been  placed  in  the  Studebacker  Wagon  Eepository  in  Chicago, 
for  a  vertical  transmission  where  they  transmit  over  80  horse  power 
vertically,  with  two  strands  of  %  rope  from  the  ground  to  the  top 
of  the  building.  I  neglected  to  say  that  these  were  wooden  pul- 
leys, not  iron  pulleys. 

Mr.  II.  P.  Minot. — I  have  had  a  little  experience  in  the  rope 
business.  I  think  Mr.  Cooper  has  got  the  groove  right  with 
the  exception  that  I  would  not  have  made  it  in  the  shape  of  a 
parabola,  as  near  as  he  has  got  it.  I  would  take  it  straight  from 
the  top  down.  If  yon  allow  the  rope  to  touch  the  bottom  of  the 
V  it  will  sli]).  I  lid  not  ap})rove  of  running  two  ropes,  or  three  or 
four  or  five;  i  would  not  run  but  one.  You  all  know  it  will  not 
(1()  to  let  a  rope  toucli  anytliing.  The  less  obstructions  you  can 
hiuc  thei-e  the  better.  If  you  allow  the  two  strands  to  touch  one 
another  they  will  soon  become  frayed  and  wear  themselves  out. 
You  want  to  let  it  run  just  as  freely  as  possible.  My  e.xperience 
is  that  where  you  run  several  strands  you  cannot  get  them  all  to 
draw  alike.  I  never  have  had  good  luck  with  iron  wheels.  I  think 
wood  is  the  best.  An  iron  wheel  will  get  smooth,  so  that  the  rope 
does  not  seem  to  drive  well.  The  last  one  I  put  up  had,  I  think, 
a  40-inch  driver  and  the  driven  was  50  inches,  and  it  worked  very 
nicely.     The  only  difficulty  we  have  had  is  that  the  man  who  made 
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the  ?i)li(e  simply  tied  a  knot  about  thi'  size  of  voiir  arm.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  good  way  to  make  a  splire.  I  have  one  that  has  been 
nmning  now  for  a  year  and  a  half.  It  has  never  given  the  least 
partii'lo  of  trouble;  but  a  great  many,  if  they  put  sheaves  or  carrier 
pulleys  uiuiirneath  as  we  have,  to  got  the  rope  around  where  you 
want  it,  they  make  them  too  heavy.  I  put  wrought  iron  arras  in 
my  sheaves  to  make  them  light,  and  they  should  be  smoothed  out 
so  that  there  are  no  rough  projeitions  to  fray  the  rope  out.  But 
tills  side  elevaliou  at  the  bottom  here  I  do  not  believe  is  a  good 
wav.  No  matter  iiow  1  was  going  to  run  my  rope,  I  would  have 
the  takeup  move  up  and  down.  I  have  seen  a  good  many  rigged 
with  a  spring.  A  good  many  allow  the  sheave  to  turn  or  swing 
around  and  adapt  itself  to  the  rope.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a 
good  plan.  The  rope  will  flop  olf.  But  by  all  means  do  not  run 
the  ropes  together  or  allow  them  to  touch  each  other. 

The  President.— 1.  think  Mr.  Suplee  referred  to  where  the 
pulleys  were  so  fi.ved  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  different 
sections  of  the  rope  coming  in  contact  with  one  another.  I  think 
also  tlie  heaviest  rope  driving  apparatus  we  have  in  this  country  is 
at  Wilkesbarre,  where  they  use  two-inch  wire  rope  on  a  twenty 
foot  drum. 

Mr.  Suplee.— I  wish  to  state  in  this  particular  case  the  experi- 
ment was  first  made  with  V  grooves  and  also  with  grooves  some- 
what similar  to  this  one  in  the  illustration,  but  the  difficidty  lay  in 
the  fact  that  the  rope  tended  to  wedge  in  the  grooves  and  carry 
around  with  the  pulley  farther  than  it  should.  It  came  out  with 
a  quivering  motion;  every  time  you  could  see  the  ropes  carrying 
around  more  than  the  semi-circumference  and  then  jumping  sud- 
ilenly  out  of  the  grooves.  But  when  the  shallow  grooves  were  substi- 
tuted and  enough  coils  were  made  to  give  sufficient  grip,  it  ran 
very  much  more  easily,  and  there  was  much  less  wear  on  the  rope. 
This  pulling  it  out  from  the  wedged  condition  in  between  the 
grooves  rapidly  wore  the  rope  out.  I  might  also  mention  that  in 
this  ease  the  splice  was  made  of  rawhide;  a  short  splice  in  the  rope 
and  then  a  splice  of  rawhide.  The  central  thong  was  lapped 
around  the  splice  of  the  rope  and  then  the  thongs  that  were  left 
were  worked  one  after  another  into  the  strands  of  the  rope  and  the 
splice  lasted  as  long  as  the  rest  of  the  rope. 

1/,.  i/,„„/.— That  would  depend  on  the  angle  of  the  groove.  If 
you  should  put  it  at  3°  or  4°  or  5°  we  should  expect  the  rope  to 
draw  into  it  too  tight. 
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.¥(•.  Suplee. — This  angle  was  43°  in  tlie  first  place.  That  is  what 
is  recommended  by  the  English  practice. 

Mr.  0.  A.  Lanphear. — In  our  place  we  have  a  rope  transmisison, 
four  ropes  running  parallel.  We  use  %"  rope,  running  at  a  speed 
of  4,600  feet  per  minute.  We  have  lately  changed  the  pulleys.  It 
was  running  at  a  speed  of  .3,4-50  feet  per  minute,  and  we  found 
tlie  rope  wore  out  very  rapidly  and  did  not  give  general  satisfac- 
tion. 

There  is  one  thing  I  wish  to  remark  about  splicing.  Almost 
every  one  advises  a  long  splice.  That  is  about  the  first  thing  they 
start  out  on — advising  you  to  "use  a  long  splice  in  your  rope." 
They  tell  you  it  wants  to  be  fi-om  six  to  eight  feet  long,  and  longer 
in  some  cases.  We  have  tried  the  long  splice  and  also  have  had 
experts  come  there  and  say  nothing  else  would  do,  and  we  ha\e 
never  had  a  single  one  hold  any  length  of  time.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, short  splices  about  18  or  20  inches  long  hold  every  time,  and 
they  are  what  ought  to  be  used,  in  our  judgment. 

Mr.  Minot. — So  far  as  I  know,  in  Columbus,  the  grand  difficulty 
with  rope  transmission  has  been  on  account  of  the  splicing,  and  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  because  they  are  improperly  made. 
Xow,  when  I  was  in  good  old  Massachusetts  I  used  to  hear  some 
of  the  sailors  say  that  they  could  splice  a  rope  so  that  it  was  exactly 
as  good  in  the  place  where  it  was  spliced  as  in  any  other.  If  so, 
the  rope  is  as  liable  to  give  out  anj-where  as  in  the  splice.  There- 
fore, I  attribute  the  giving  out  of  the  ropes  there  to  the  bad  splic- 
ing. That  has  been  my  experience  with  the  rope.  I  think  Mr. 
Lanphear  has  aJready  had  some  difficulty  with  his  ropes  in  regard 
to  the  splicing.  He  knows  about  it  better  than  men  about  my 
place.  An  old  sailor  will  tell  you  a  long  splice  is  a  proper  splice 
to  make  for  a  rope  to  hold  and  to  run  through  a  tackle  block  on 
sliip-board.  The  splice  should  not  be  larger  than  at  any  other 
point.  I  suppose  it  is  possible  to  make  a  splice  so  that  it  is  almost 
if  not  quite  as  good  as  at  any  other  place. 

Mr.  Geo.  M.  Bond. — I  would  like  to  ask  if  there  is  not  an  error 
in  the  second  column.  Should  it  not  read  295  working  stress  of 
pounds  on  a  two-inch  rope,  instead  of  495?  It  is  so  large  as  com- 
pared with  the  two-and-a-half-inch  rope. 

Mr.  John  H.  Cooper. — I  can  only  reply  that  this  figure  "  495  "  is 
deduced  from  the  data  found  in  one  of  several  articles  on  rope  gear- 
ing which  I  have  collected,  which  reads  thus : — "  It  is  given  by 
reliable  makers  as  for  a  2"  rope,  15  horse  power  per  1,000  feet  sur- 
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however,  rccoinniond  the  avoidanie  of   it  as  eitlier  an  error  or  an 

extreme  ease. 

.!//•.  ir.  I,'.  Warner. — It  lias  oueurred  to  some  of  the  members 
here,  thai  in  making  the  long  splice  one  strand  is  cut  out  and 
another  diie  jmt  in,  while  in  making  a  short  splice  each  strand  is 
braideil  into  the  next  one.  In  the  former  case  the  rope  might  be 
weaker  than  when  not  spliced  at  all,  while  in  the  latter  the  spliced 
portion  is  the  strongest  part. 

I  wish  5Ir.  Lanphear  would  give  us  some  inrorniation  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  Lanphear. — I  believe  tlie  rope  is  cut  away  more  in  making 
the  long  splice  than  it  is  in  making  the  short  splice.  There  is 
some  of  the  rope  cut  away  in  making  the  short  splice,  but  it  leaves 
the  rope  a  little  larger,  but  not  very  much.  After  it  has  run  a 
little  bit  you  can  better  distinguish  the  difference  in  size  as  the 
cable  is  passing  from  one  pulley  to  another.  In  the  long  splice  the 
trouble  is  that  the  long  ends  whip  out,  and  when  the  ends  once 
start  to  whip  out  it  will  ravel  a  whole  splice  out.  Bat  in  a  short 
splice  the  whole  of  the  rope  is  interlaced  in  such  a  manner  that  if 
an  end  whips  out  it  does  not  ravel  out  as  it  is  still  locked,  and  con- 
sequently the  splice  lasts  longer. 

A  company*  which  has  put  up  a  large  number  of  rope  trans- 
missions has  always  recommended  the  short  splice.  This  they 
have  always  used  with  good  success,  but  the  long  splice  has  not 
given  satisfaction.  Xow  this  company  recommends  a  new  splice 
which  they  have  recently  invented. 

Mr.  IT.  de  B.  Parsons.— I  should  like  to  say  that  in  the  making 
of  a  splice  by  sailors  there  is  no  cutting  out  of  the  rope  at  all ;  that 
is  in  making  a  long  splice  the  strands  are  untwisted  and  the  two 
parts  brought  together,  at  the  same  time  a  strand  from  one  end 
is  wrapped  in  the  groove  left  by  unwrapping  a  strand  from  the 
other  end,  and  that  is  continued  for  half  the  length  of  the  splice. 
Then  another  strand  is  unwrapped,  and  a  second  one  wrapped  in 
its  place;  and  at  the  end  of  each  operation,  the  ends  are  entwined 
over  and  under  the  strands  in  the  rope,  and  worked  in  with  the  aid 
of  a  marlin-spike.  In  a  short  splice  the  same  operation  takes  place 
as  regards  the  entwaning  of  the  ends;  but  there  is  no  unwrapping 
^     *Dodgel^Ifg.  Co.,  Mishawaka,  Ind. 
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and  rewrappiug  of  the  strands.  In  other  words  the  long  splice 
properly  made  is  not  weakened  by  virtue  of  losing  any  of  its  parts. 
Wliere  one  part  is  removed,  another  part  of  the  same  size  fills  its 
place.  The  short  splice  is  more  clumsy  in  appearance,  because 
there  are  more  parts  entwined  together  at  one  point.  A  hand- 
made splice  cannot  be  quite  so  tight  and  smooth  as  the  rope  was 
originally,  but  by  use  it  soon  pulls  itself  into  place.  The  actual 
place  where  the  two  ropes  are  joined,  you  cannot  find  if  it  is 
properly  made.  I  myself  made  a  splice  of  six  feet  in  a  bass  fishing 
line,  and  the  line  finally  broke  at  a  place  not  in  the  splice.  The 
splice  3'ou  could  not  see  except  at  one  end  where  it  was  a  little 
rough.  The  long  splice  is  stronger  than  the  short  one,  since  it 
affords  greater  length  to  hold  by  friction;  and  being  smoother  than 
the  short  splice,  it  should  pass  the  grooves  in  the  pulleys. 

Mr.  Minot. — I  believe  I  know  the  principle  of  splicing  rope,  but 
I  am  not  accustomed  to  handling  it.  A  long  splice  on  a  rope,  say 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  should  be  about  six  feet.  Of 
course  there  are  six  strands — three  on  the  right  hand  end  and  three 
on  the  left.  You  put  your  rope  together  and  unwind  one  strand 
clear  down  for  three  feet.  You  take  one  strand  from  the  other  end 
and  lay  it  right  in,  leaving  an  end  say  ten  inches  long.  You  unwind 
a  second  strand  and  lay  the  next  one  in.  Then  you  take  another 
one  out  and  wind  it  along.  A  sailor  would  then  take  his  knife  and 
take  the  threads  of  the  rope  from  the  under  side  and  draw  each 
one  down  separately,  and  when  done  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find 
where  the  splice  is.  I  have  heard  men  offer  to  bet  any  amount  of 
money  that  they  could  splice  a  rope  so  you  could  not  tell  where  it 
was.  You  have  got  precisely  the  same  material  in  one  part  of  the 
rope  as  in  another,  except  where  you  have  these  ends.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  any  use  talking  about  the  short  splice  having  the 
durability  of  the  long  one,  because  you  have  not  got  length  enough 
to  hold  the  strands  in  place. 


How  do  the  recent  results  in  fuel  economy  with  high  speed  engines,  compare 
with  the  results  of  slower  speed  engines  with  releasing  gear — workmanship  and 
design  supposed  equally  good  for  both  cases? 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Barnis. — I  suppose  one  object  of  this  question  is  to 
luarn    the    effect    which    an    increase    of    speed    has    upon   economy. 
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rather  than  the  detennination  of  the  ecouoiny  existing  between 
high  speed  engines  and  slow  speed  engines,  as  ordinarily  used. 

Most  of  tlie  higli  speed  engines  are  of  relatively  small  size.  Tiiey 
are  seldom  over  100  11.  P.  capacity.  They  are  usually  fitted  with 
one  valve  and  with  a  shaft  governor  which  secures  regulation  by 
changing  the  point  of  cut-off,  and  this  necessitates  the  introduction 
of  conditions  in  the  working  of  the  steam,  wliich  are  unfavorable 
to  economy.  Besides  they  have  as  a  rule  an  excessive  clearance. 
The  slow  speed  engines  usually  have  four  valves,  and  they  work 
under  the  best  conditions  for  securing  economical  results.  The 
comparison  of  the  high  speed  with  the  slow  speed  engine,  as  com- 
monly built,  therefore,  determines  the  effect  produced  by  changes 
in  other  conditions  than  the  single  one  of  speed. 

A  comparison  of  this  kind  to  be  fair,  should  be  between  engines 
of  about  the  same  rated  power.  There  are  plenty  of  data  in  regard 
to  the  performance  of  slow  speed  engines  of  large  size,  but  not  so 
much  which  applies  to  engines  of  less  than  100  H.  P. 

I  have  a  few  cases  of  recent  date  which  bear  on  the  question,  and 
which,  so  far  as  they  go,  may  be  of  interest.  The  first  is  that  of 
a  high  speed  single  valve  engine  of  40  rated  horse  power  capacity. 
The  diameter  of  the  cylinder  was  8  in.,  stroke' 12  in.,  clearance 
16%,  boiler  pressure  82  lbs.  With  a  mean  effective  pressure 
of  43  lbs.  per  sq.  in.,  the  consumption  of  feed  water  was  30.6  lbs. 
per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour,  and  the  proportion  of  feed  water  accounted 
for  by  the  diagram  was  0.76.  The  cut-off  was  38%,  and  the  average 
power  developed  39.4  H.  P.  When  the  load  was  reduced  to  32  H.  P., 
the  consumption  of  feed  water  was  increased  to  31.5  Ibsr.,  0.68  of 
which  was  accounted  for  by  the  indicator.  The  speed  of  this 
engine  was  300  rev.  per  min.,  and  the  steam  was  practically  dry. 
The  valve  was  a  slide  valve,  having  a  balancing  plate  on  the  back. 

A  second  test  was  made  on  a  similar  engine  rated  at  100  II.  P., 
but  in  this  case  the  engine  had  a  piston  valve.  The  diameter  of 
the  cylinder  was  14%  in.,  length  of  stroke  13  in.,  clearance  12%. 
The  engine  ran  at  a  speed  of  250  rev.  per  min.  When  the  load 
was  81.7  H.  P.,  corresponding  to  a  mean  etfective  pressure  of  23.4  lbs. 
per  sq.  in.,  the  consumption  of  feed  water  was  32.7  lbs.  per  I.  11.  P. 
per  hour,  and  of  this  quantity  66%  was  accounted  for  by  the  indica- 
tor. When  the  load  was  50  H.  P.,  which  corresponds  to  a  mean 
effective  pressure  of  18.3  lbs.  per  sq.  in.,  the  consumption  of  feed 
water  was  34.1  lbs.  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour,  and  of  this  quantity  607o 
was  accounted  for  bv  tiie  indicator. 
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The  tliird  case  was  that  of  a  iiuidi  smaller  engine  than  either  of 
these.  The  cylinder  was  i^o  in-  diameter,  5  in.  stroke,  and  worked 
at  a  speed  of  300  rev.  per  min.  The  engfne  had  a  piston  valve 
controlled  by  an  automatic  shaft  governor.  The  steam  was  gener- 
ated in  a  boiler  having  a  considerable  amount  of  steam-heating 
surface.  With  a  boiler  pressure  of  124  lbs.,  and  a  load  of  6.1  H.  P., 
corresponding  to  50.7  lbs.  mean  effective  pressure,  the  consumption 
of  feed  water  was  41  lbs.  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour.  •  In  this  case  the 
piston  leaked  to  some  extent. 

I  have  tested  quite  a  number  of  higli  speed  engines  besides  the 
ones  here  referred  to,  and  I  do  not  remember  a  single  instance 
where  the  feed  water  consumption  was  less  than  30  lbs.  per  I.  H.  P. 
per  hour.  In  cases  of  slow  speed  engines  having  four  valves,  the 
rate  of  economy  has  been  less  than  30  lbs.,  especially  where  the 
engine  was  of  considerable  size.  These  remarks  all  apply  to  non- 
condensing  engines.  A  16  in.  X  36  in.  engine  running  'I'S  turns 
per  minute,  with  77  lbs.  boiler  pressure,  32.9  lbs.  mean  effective 
pressure,  cutting  off  at  30%  of  the  stroke,  gave  a  consumption  of 
39  lbs.  of  feed  water  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour,  81%  of  which  was 
accounted  for  by  the  indicator.  A  12  in.  X  36  in.  engine  making 
73  turns  per  minute,  with  a  boiler  pressure  of  90  lbs.,  a  mean 
effective  pressure  of  42  lbs.  cutting  off  at  one-third,  gave  29.3  lbs. 
of  feed  water  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour,  71%  of  which  was  accounted 
for  by  the  indicator.  A  23  in.  X  60  in.  engine  working  at  75  rev. 
per  min.,  Avith  a  boiler  pressure  of  72  lbs.,  a  mean  effective  pressure 
of  33  lbs.,  cutting  off  at  37%,  gave  27.S  lbs.  of  feed  water  per  I.  H.  P. 
per  hour,  84%  of  which  was  accounted  for  by  the  indicator.'  A  28 
in.  X  60  in.  engine  running  65  turns  per  minute  under  100  lbs. 
boiler  pressure,  with  a  mean  effective  pressure  of  41  lbs.,  cutting 
off  at  31%,  gave  a  consumption  of  25.8  lbs.  of  feed  water  per  I.  11. 
P.  per  hour,  82%  of  which  was  accounted  for  by  the  indicator. 

In  all  these  cases,  the  engines  were  tried  for  leakage,  and  tlie 
valves  and  pistons  found  in  a  fairly  tight  condition. 

Prof.  De  Volson  Wood. — If  it  should  be  shown,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  question  that  there  was  greater  fuel  economy  in  the  low 
speed  engine,  then  I  would  like  to  know  whether  the  greater  first 
cost  of  such  an  engine  would,  in  the  course  of  fifteen  years  make 
it  more  economical  than  the  high  speed  engine. 
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No.  309-61. 

'■  What  are  the  data  derived  from  experience  for  tlip  do.sipn  of  the  paper  covered 
frietion  tlriving  gear  used  in  the  Northwest?" 

Mr.  11.  II.  Suplee. — The  only  data  that  I  have  been  able  to  get  on 
this  subject  is,  that  in  the  ease  of  some  of  the  large  band-saw  mills 
running  in  the  Northwest,  and  some  I  believe  running  in  the  city  of 
Xasliville,  in  which  a  paper  friction  wheel  driven  by  a  four-inch 
belt,  the  friction  wheel  also  being  four  inches  face,  that  the  friction 
was  decidedly  more  powerful  than  the  belt,  and  that  if  the  machine 
was  lield  so  that  the  power  was  forced,  the  belt  would  slip  or  be 
thrown  off  before  the  friction  would  slip. 


Xo.  309-62. 

"What  is  the  best  way  to  secure  brass  flanges  to  copper  pipe  of  large  diameter, 
when  steam  of  at  least  150  pounds  pressure  is  to  be  carried?" 

Mr.  A.  F.  Nagle. — The  question  would  imply  that  there  is  a 
diifereneo  between  brass  flanges  and  copper  pipes  and  ordinary  iron 
flanged  pipes.  If  a  literal  answer  to  the  question  is  wanted,  I 
cannot  answer  it. 

But  if  it  refers  to  any  form  of  flange  fastening  for  large  pipes,  I 
can  recommend  a  form  of  fastening  which  will  hold  well. 

I  liave  in  mind  a  24-inch  wrought  iron  steam  pipe,  lap  riveted, 
and  well  riveted  into  a  cast  iron  flange. 

The  only  special  precaution  observed  was  that  the  corner  of  the 
flange  was  well  rounded  so  as  to  prevent  shrinkage  strains. 

Unless  the  pipe  is  riveted  into  the  flange  it  is  liable  to  pull  out, 
and  not  only  liable  to  happen,  but  I  have  known  it  to  do  so  with 
disastrous  effects. 

The  President. — Do  you  mean  a  number  of  small  rivets,  or  was 
the  metal  of  the  pipe  turned  over? 

Mr,  j\'a(//e.— Regular  rivets,  the  same  as  you  would  rivet  any 
transverse  seam  of  a  boiler. 

Xo.  309-63  and  61. 
To  what  extent  does  electro-plating  reduce  the  temper  of  highly  hardened  steel? 
Why  does  repeated  bending  of  a  long,  thin  piece  of  steel  tend  to  draw  its  tem- 
per, when  it  has  been  hardened  as  hard  as  fire  and  water  can  make  it,  and  wiU 
scratch  glass? 

Mr.  Jacob  Reese.— I  think  this  is  a  very  important  qucsUon.  If 
there  is  anv  one  present  who  has  any  data  on  tlie  subject,  I  would 
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be  very  jilad  to  hear  them.  It  is  an  ini])ortant  tiling  and  it  might 
lead  to'  some  very  interesting  thought,  if  any  one  has  the  data.  I 
have  not  myself. 

Mr.  II.  B.  dale. — I  would  like  to  ask  whether  any  one  has  the 
evidence  that  the  temper  is  affected  at  all  by  electro-plating? 

Mr.  Eeese. — When  I  saw  the  topic  there,  I  thought  that  some 
person  had  the  data.  It  is  very  likely  that  it  would  produce  such 
a  result,  and  if  so,  it  is  a  very  important  thing.  It  would  give 
rise  to  very  important  matter  if  any  of  the  members  had  such  data. 
I  think  it  possible  that  such  a  result  could  take  place,  although  I 
have  no  data  whatever,  and  it  is  new  to  me  entirely. 

.1//'.  E.  S.  Cohh. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Eeese  why  he  thinks 
sucli  a  condition  could  take  place.  All  I  ever  heard  about  reduc- 
ing the  temper  of  steel,  required  that  it  should  be  done  by  some 
form  of  heat;  meaning  by  temper  a  condition  of  hardness,  and  not 
temper  as  meaning  a  percentage  of  carbon.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
mistaken  in  the  question  to  that  extent.  I  took  this  to  mean  a 
degree  of  hardness  due  to  the  sudden  cooling.  If  that  be  the  con- 
dition of  temper  considered  here  I  do  not  see  how  electro-plating 
could  possible  alTect  it,  unless  the  electro-plating  be  done  by  some 
method  of  heating  with  whicli  I  am  not  acquainted.  Electro-plating, 
I  believe,  is  generally  done  in  a  bath.  I  do  not  see  how  that  could 
affect  tlie  temper  of  steel.  If  it  does  affect  it,  it  would  be  a  piece 
of  interesting  information  to  know  that. 

Mr.  Reese. — It  is  a  new  thing  to  me,  and  I  thought  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  I  would  make  the  test  myself;  but  coming  here  I 
thought  that  the  gentleman  presenting  the  question  had  the  data. 
I  agree  with  the  last  gentleman.  What  is  heat?  Temperature  is 
the  measure  of  molecular  velocity  as  weight  is  the  measure  of 
matter,  and  the  electrical  action  there  would  increase  the  molecnlav 
activity  and  cause  a  readjustment  of  the  molecules  that  had  been 
l)l!iced  in  an  altnormal  position  at  the  extraordinary  cooling,  I 
know  by  the  ])roduction  of  certain  phenomena  in  testing  metals 
that  the  molecule  is  of  the  same  general  shape  as  the  earth,  with  a 
short  axis  at  its  electric  pole  and  a  long  axis  at  its  equator.  Its 
equatoiial  line  is  longer  than  its  electric  line,  and  in  the  act  of 
chilling  or  tempering  the  electric  axis  of  the  molecules  is  adjusted 
on  the  line  of  the  cooling  so  that  they  all  point  upwards  to  the 
surface  of  the  cooling,  while  their  normal  condition  would  be  in 
the  other  direction,  I  made  some  experiments  some  years  ago, 
which  were  very  interesting  in  this  line,  and  I  hope  to  renew  them 
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SO  tliat  I  could  give  them  to  the  society.  But  unfortunately,  after 
building  a  machine  which  was  about  40,000  pounds  in  weight,  12 
or  15  feet  long,  4  feet  wide,  and  3  or  4  feet  in  height,  as  I  now 
remember,  at  considerable  cost,  and  producing  certain  phenomena 
which  I  will  now  give  to  you.  the  investigation  had  to  be  aban- 
doned. I  took  a  bar  of  round,  Hussey,  Howe  &  Co.'s  steel,  of 
100,000  pounds  tensile  strength  and  of  one  inch  diameter,  as  near 
as  they  could  get  it.  It  was  rolled  through  the  grooves  back  and 
forward  in  the  way  that  steel  is  generally  rolled,  the  groove  not 
being  generally  round,  but  having  a  number  of  flat  faces.  The  steel, 
instead  of  measuring  an  inch  in  diameter,  measured  with  my  deli- 
cate instrument  I'Viooo  inches.  Xow,  I  argued  that  if  the  mole- 
cules had  a  long  a.xis  they  would  be  drawn  out  on  a  line  with  the 
length  of  the  bar.  Prof.  Barker,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
said :  "  ^Vhy,  my  dear  sir,  do  you  know  what  you  are  talking 
about?"  Said  I,  "  Xot  altogether,  but  I  am  working  in  that  line." 
Said  he,  "  Do  you  know  how  many  molecules  there  are  in  a  cubic 
centimeter  of  any  gas?"  Said  I,  '•  I  don't  know,  but  I  take  it  for 
granted  what  Sir  William  Thompson  and  Prof.  Ilelmholtz  have 
given  us,  that  there  are  nineteen  million  million  million  molecules  in 
a  cubic  centimeter  of  any  gas  in  normal  condition."  But  it  doesn't 
matter  how  many  there  are.  If  they  have  a  long  axis  and  a  shorter 
one,  the  length  of  the  molecule  will  be  pulled  out  by  the  operation 
of  rolling  in  that  direction.  To  determine  whether  that  was  so  I 
proposed  to  jerk  these  molecules  around  the  other  way  so  quick 
that  they  could  not  get  back  to  their  normal  condition  before  I  got 
through  with  them,  and  I  bmlt  this  large  machine,  and,  put  them 
under  a  pressure  of  392,000  pounds.  I  ran  the  .bar  into  the  machine 
cold,  at  a  temperature  of  60°,  and  ran  it  around  800  revolutions  a 
minute,  and  caused  it  to  pass  through  at  the  rate  of  12  feet  in  a 
minute.  It  raised  a  laugh  wherever  I  have  told  the  story,  and  I 
will  excuse  you  for  doing  the  same  thing.  I  put  the  bar  in  with  a 
scale  on,  I'Viooo  inches  in  diameter,  with  the  most  delicate  and  most 
accurate  instrument  made  in  the  country-  to  determine  it,  and  it 
came  out  as  bright  as  nickel-plated  ware.  I  put  it  in  at  60°  and  it 
came  out  quite  hot  in  less  than  half  a  minute — so  hot  that  it  would 
bum  your  hands.  It  came  out  I'^/jooo  inches  in  diameter  and  the 
brightest  thing  I  ever  saw — the  most  splendid  thing  that  was  ever 
seen  bv  living  man.  Mr.  Metcalf.  who  is  an  expert  in  steel,  came 
to  the  office  and  looked  at  it.  He  said,  '•  Why.  you  are  nickel- 
plating  here."     He  put   his  hand  in   his  pocket   and   pulled   out   a 
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sewing  macliiiie  plate,  and  he  went  up  and  says,  "  Reese,  who  does 
this  work  ?  It  is  more  beautiful  than  mine."  I  said,  "  There  is  no 
nickel  on  that."  He  called  Mr.  Hemphill  in.  He  said,  "  Eeese 
says  that  is  not  nickel-plated."  Mr.  Hemphill  said,  "  It  is  not ;  that 
is  bar  steel."  Mr.  Metcalf  said,  "  I  cannot  believe  it."  I  said, 
"  Come  into  the  shop  and  put  it  through  yourself."  We  took  him 
in  the  shop  and  showed  him  the  machine  in  operation.  I  want 
to  duplicate  the  test  a  little  farther  and  measure  the  work  with  a 
better  instrument  so  that  I  may  be  sure  that  I  could  tell  you  that  I 
had  determined  the  shape  of  the  molecule  while  Sir  William 
Thompson  and  Prof.  Ilelmholtz  had  determined  the  number  of 
the  molecules,  but  unfortunately  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  so  yet. 

By  that  means  I  have  determined  for  my  own  satisfaction  that 
there  is  a  shorter  and  longer  a.xis  to  the  molecule  the  shorter  one 
is  the  electric  axis,  and  when  you  put  in  the  electric  bath  a  piece 
of  steel,  highly  tempered,  you  heat  it — just  the  same  thing;  because 
heat  is  a  phenomenal  measure  of  molecular  velocity  as  weight  is 
the  measure  of  matter.  You  put  the  molecules  to  a  high  tension 
and  motion,  so  that  they  adjust  themselves  and  get  into  their 
normal  siate. 

.!//•.  Will.  Kent. — I  do  not  think  it  right  that  Mr.  Eeese's  state- 
ment that  the  bar  increased  in  size  should  go  with  the  statement 
that  it  was  due  to  the  change  of  the  molecules.  Mr.  Mannesmann 
does  the  same  thing  in  Germany,  with  steel  increasing  the  diam- 
eter.   He  puts  a  hole  4  inches  in  diameter  through  the  bar. 

Mr.  Reese. — We  have  got  those  bars  in  every  shape  and  manner 
perfectly  solid.  I  have  those  bars  in  my  office,  and  I  ask  the 
gentlemen  to  come  there  and  test  them,  and  I  will  pay  the  expense 
if  they  can  find  any  porosity  in  the  center.  There  is  no  hole  in 
this  thing.     It  is  a  solid  fact  I  am  telling  you. 

Mr.  J .  T.  Hawkins. — As'it  does  not  seem  to  be  a  settled  fact  in  the 
first  place  as  to  whether  the  electro-plating  does  disturb  the  temper 
of  the  steel,  I  do  not  know  that  we  can  get  very  much  more  out  of 
the  question.  But  it  seems  to  nie  that  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that 
something  of  the  same  kind  may  occur  with  thin  steel  strips; 
whether  it  would  or  not  in  larger  bodies  I  do  not  know.  But  I 
remember  some  things  that  occurred  in  the  treatment  of  small 
steel  strips  which  would  indicate  that  something  of  the  kind  might 
occur  in  the  electro-plating  bath.  I  had  to  treat  some  strips  of 
tempered  hoop-skirt  wire,  which,  when  soldered,  were  to  go  in  a 
bunch    around    a    centrally    bound    wire.      The    usual    methoil    of 
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pre{)ining  siah  things  for  soldering  is  to  dip  tlicin  in  a  salunitod 
solution  of  zinc  chloride,  and  that  method  was  adopted.  I  found 
in  putting  such  strips  in  this  zinc  cliloride,  that  if  tlicy  were 
allowed  to  stay  in  there  over,  say,  one  minute,  or  at  least  if  they 
stood  as  long  as  five  minutes,  they  would  become  very  rotten.  I 
liad  to  be  very  careful  how  long  I  left  them  in  the  zinc  cliloride. 
The  solution  was  simply  the  saturation  of  zinc  in  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid.  It  is  a  certain  fact  that  tempered  steel  when  allowed 
to  remain  in  such  a  solution  over  five  minutes  or  anywhere  nearly 
approaching  tliat  time,  becomes  as  brittle  as  glass.  One  could  take 
them  in  their  fingers  and  nip  them  off  with  the  finger  nails  after 
tliat  time.  It  occurred  to  me  that  possibly  some  of  the  electro- 
plating solutions  may  be  chlorides  and  contain  hydrochloric  acid, 
and  that  some  such  action  as  that  might  take  place. 

.¥;•.  Reese. — I  think  that  arose  from  another  cause.  The  electric 
action  there  sets  hydrogen  free  and  it  is  occluded  in  the  metal. 
I  have  produced  metal  that  has  had  a  large  occlusion  of  hydrogen 
in,  and  have  taken  an  eighth  of  an  inch  hoop  which  you  could 
break  with  your  hand.  The  hydrogen  occluded  forces  outward,  so 
that  the  iron  becomes  very  brittle.  I  think  that  is  the  cause  of 
the  effect  my  friend  speaks  of. 

Mr.  Geo.  R.  Stetson. — I  am  prepared  to  believe  almost  anything 
that  any  member  might  state  as  to  what  takes  place  in  steel.  I 
should  expect  the  author  of  that  question  would  have  had  some  ex- 
periments. I  have  an  idea,  however,  that  electrical  action  on  a 
piece  of  steel  might  facilitate  or  cause  a  rearrangement  of  the  mole- 
cules in  the  steel.  I  am  a  thorough  believer  in  the  fact — at  least 
I  believe  it  is  the  fact— that  steel  is  not  a  metal  which  lies  still  a 
great  while  within  itself.  We  have  too  much  experience  in  the 
fact  that  our  gauges  require  readjustment.  A  week  ago  to-day  I 
had  one  of  the  most  remarkable  facts  presented  in  that  way.  I 
was  anxious  to  come  to  this  meeting  and  was  hurrying  up  some 
experiments  in  drill  making.  At  about  3  o'clock  I  gave  orders  for 
the  reduction  of  a  piece  of  forged  steel,  1%  inches  to  the  proper 
diameter  for  the  shank  of  a  large  drill  P/i  inches.  The  blacksmith 
reduced  it  at  a  heat  that  was  proper  as  indicated  by  tlie  fracture, 
but  in  our  anxiety  to  work  with  the  steel,  he  dipped  it  so  that  he 
could  handle  it.  The  workmen  worked  on  that  piece  of  steel  until 
night,  having  it  in  their  hands  several  times.  At  night  they  put 
the  steel  on  the  machine,  but  it  had  not  been  tempered;  it  was 
just  as  it  left  the  hands  of  the  blacksmith.     In  the  morning  tliat 
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steel  was  about  5  inches  long  and  about  li-o  inches  of  the  stub  end 
connected  with  the  ly^  inch  end  was  left,  but  the  other  part  of  the 
steel  was  lying  on  the  floor  and  was  as  bright  and  clean  and  per- 
fectly fractured  as  ever  was  seen  and  as  regular  as  could  be;  that 
is,  the  circle  was  as  nice  as  if  that  piece  had  been  centered  and  cut 
off  in  a  lathe.  If  there  had  been  any  appearance  of  a  blow-hole  or 
seam,  or  anything  of  that  kind  in  the  steel,  I  should  have  felt  that 
we  had  a  partial  solution  of  that  phenomenon,  but  it  was  a  per- 
fectly clean  and  brilliant  fracture.  I  took  the  piece  of  steel  to  see 
if  it  had  been  cooled  so  as  to  produce  a  temper,  and  it  had  not. 
I  meant  to  have  brought  that  piece  of  steel  here,  but  it  is  a  good 
way  to  bring  two  or  three  pounds  of  steel,  and  you  have  to  take 
it  on  my  statement.  It  is  a  fact  without  any  explanation  what- 
ever. This  strain  was  going  on  for  hours  and  during  some  time  in 
the  night  that  steel  exploded  and  it  was  in  those  two  parts.  In 
our  manufacturing  of  tools  it  is  not  uncommon  for  us  to  have  tools 
to  break  in  four  or  five  hours,  or  a  day  or  two  from  the  time  that 
they  are  tempered,  and  we  have  gone  so  far  as  to  send  out  what 
we  supposed  to  be  a  perfect  shell  reamer  of  five  inches  in  diameter 
or  thereabouts  and  have  it  returned  by  the  indignant  receiver  with 
a  request  to  be  informed  why  we  sent  such  imperfect  tools,  and  he 
had  good  reason,  as  the  reamer  was  broken  square  in  the  center. 
So  I  believe  that  the  molecules  of  steel  are  adjusting  themselves 
constantly,  and  under  certain  strains  it  goes  on  for  years.  By 
keeping  an  accurate  record  of  your  standard  gauges  you  find  it  is 
sometimes  necessaiT  to  readjust  a  gauge,  that  they  will  not  work 
at  the  end  of  a  year  or  six  months  as  they  did  before.  This  phe- 
nomenal pulling  of  the  steel  showed  me  an  action  that  was  beyond 
anything  that  we  have  the  means  of  determining.  If  a  person 
could  say  that  the  temper  was  reduced  by  the  action  of  nickle- 
plating,  I  should  explain  that  as  being  due  to  the  conditions  that 
allowed  the  steel  to  fall  into  certain  lines  and  change  the  relation 
of  one  molecule  with  another,  and  I  think  that  perhaps  it  would 
be  well  to  follow  out  and  find  out  whether  that  is  a  fact  or  not. 
I  should  on  general  principles,  say  it  was  not  a  fact,  but  if  a  man 
said  it  was,  I  am  prepared  to  believe  it. 

Prof.  JIutton. — I  might  say  that  this  is  a  fact.  These  two  ques- 
tions came  to  me  from  one  of  the  Xew  York  members,  and  he 
simply  states  his  experience,  that  the  electro-plating  of  a  piece  of 
steel  did  produce  this  effect.  It  softened  the  steel.  Xow  he 
wants  to  know  why.     Those  two  questions  63  and  64,  both  on  the 
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effett  of  tlu'  liar.lcniiijr  of  steel,  oaiue  from  him,  mid  lie  iisks  why. 
Tliey  aix'  liotli  of  them  facts,  and  it  remains  for  a  solution  to  be 
found. 

1  might  supplement  what  Mr.  Hawkins  has  said  in  reference  to 
the  effect  of  a  zinc  solution  by  stating  that  some  recent  experiments 
which  I  had  the  occasion  to  make,  showed  that  the  process  of  galvan- 
izing either  iron  wire  or  iron  pipe"  made  the  galvanized  wire  or  pipe, 
when  it  was  properly  done,  weaker  than  the  plain  wire  or  pipe, 
although  it  had  apparently  a  greater  cross  section.  It  was  the 
same  in  both  iron  wire  and  iron  pipe.  The  solution  which  1"  offered 
was  either  that  there  was  excessive  action  of  the  pickling  acid  or 
that  the  acid  had  not  been  thoroughly  removed  in  the  cleansing  of 
the  scale  before  the  zinc  coating  was  applied. 

Mr.  Stetsoti. — In  regard  to  the  tools  that  burst,  it  is  generally 
the  case  that  we  can  find  the  appearance  of  an  air  bubble  that  has 
been  elongated  and  rolled  out,  but  why  there  should  be  power 
enough  in  a  little  spot  of  that  kind  to  rend  asunder  a  solid  tap  of 
three  or  four  inches,  which  is  very  frequently  done,  and  which 
would  represent  thousands  of  pounds  of  strain,  is  what  I  do  not 
understand.  But  there  is  some  power  locked  up  inside  there  in 
those  imperfections  that  will  rend  the  tools  very  frequently,  and  in 
a  very  great  number  of  the  losses  of  the  year,  we  see  this  defect  in 
the  steel,  but  we  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  power  that  any  such 
defect  should  have.  But  in  such  cases  as  that  I  cited  of  soft  steel, 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  seen  many  of  those  phenomena,  and 
there  was  no  imperfection  in  the  steel,  there  was  no  air  bubble  or 
anything  of  that  kind.  It  was  a  perfectly  clean  fracture.  It  was  a 
soft  piece  of  steel  and  good  steel  too. 

Mr.  .\.  F.  Nagle. — That  peculiar  action  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  steel.  I  have  known  a  square  glass  inkstand  to  break  in  a  clean 
sharp  line  diagonally  across. 

Mr.  Ree.s-e. — I  presume  that  we  all  admit  and  understand  some- 
thing of  the  science  of  molecular  physics.  Now,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers says  he  cannot  see  how  a  power  could  get  in  there  to  break 
that  steel  asunder.  Now,  that  bar  of  steel  is  not  a  continuous 
body;  it  may  be  physically  divided.  The  end  of  the  physical 
division  is  the  molecule.  The  molecule  may  be  divided  by  chem- 
ical action;  the  end  of  the  chemical  action  is  the  atom.  Atoms 
per  se  are  inert.  Their  power  and  energy  are  derived  from  the 
physical  forces  they  are  endowed  with.  Consequently  wlien  you 
break  a  piece  of  iron  by  tensile  <t,Min  vou  do  not  rupture  the  iron 
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par  se;  you  merely  pull  the  molecules  apart.  When  the  tensile 
strength  of  steel  is  100,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  the  100,000 
pounds  is  the  strength  which  is  necessary  to  rupture  the  physical 
force  that  holds  the  molecules  of  the  bar  together,  the  same  as  you 
put  a  bar  of  iron  against  a  magnet  and  you  have  to  pull  it  to  get  it 
away;  it  is  the  same  thing.  These  are  little  magnets — millions  and 
millions  of  them,  and  it  is  those  that  you  pull  apart.  It  is  easy  to 
be  seen  if  that  is  the  case  why  you  are  interfering  with  those 
physical  forces  there.  When  you  produce  what  we  call  a  strain,  it 
is  a  disarrangement  of  the  molecules,  so  that  they  lose  their  power 
on  each  other.  For  instance,  if  their  power  is  in  any  given  line,  and 
you  throw  them  across  the  line,  why,  you  disarrange  them,  and  you 
have  that  phenomenon  in  a  sheet  of  iron  which,  while  it  may  have 
60,000  pounds  strength  lengthwise,  it  may  not  have  more  than 
42,000  pounds  when  you  take  it  across  the  grain  as  we  call  it. 

Mr.  II.  P.  Minot. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Reese  if  this  bar 
that  enlarged  grew  any  shorter  during  that  operation. 

Mr.  Reese. — Not  a  bit  shorter;  but  I  will  tell  you  wliat  it  did 
do.  If  you  put  a  lot  of  eggs  lengthwise  one  after  the  other  ami 
you  turn  them  around,  you  increase  the  distance  between  the  cuus, 
don't  you?  The  bars  became  weaker  because  the  pores  bel\\eeu 
the  molecules  were  enlarged.  The  strength  was  reduced  2,750 
pounds  to  the  square  inch.    The  ductility  was  increased. 

3Ir.  Minot. — I  have  found  that  by  heating  cast  iron  pieces,  or 
soincthing  of  that  kind,  that  they  are  about  as  apt  to  shorten  as  they 
aj'c  to  lengthen.  I  did  not  know  but  that  in  this  case  he  might 
have  shortened  it  up  and  have  the  same  amount  of  metal  there  but 
in  a  different  shape. 

Mr.  Reese. — I  know  of  no  case  where,  if  you  heat  a  bar  and  ex- 
pand it,  after  it  cools  it  will  be  shorter  than  before. 

Mr.  0.  A.  Lanphear. — Some  of  the  experiences  related  here  in 
regard  to  steel  put  me  in  mind  of  the  deep  waters  that  I  have 
been  going  through  recently  on  the  subject  in  the  liardening  of 
large  pieces  of  steel — pieces  which  would  weigh  from  50  to  150 
pounds,  and  in  some  cases  200  pounds.  We  have  had  them  break 
under  conditions  where  it  was  least  expected.  I  remember  one 
case  just  now  of  a  die  that  weighed  perhaps  75  pounds  breaking 
two  weeks  after  hardening.  A  pair  of  dies  had  been  hardened, 
temper  l)eing  very  slightly  drawn.  The  dies  were  laid  in  the 
shop  on  a  bench,  a  ray  of  sunlight  falling  on  one  of  those  dies  for 
a  fi'W  minutes,  it  exploded  like  a  pistol,  one-half  of  the  die  flying 
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up  against  the  ceiling  anil  falling  back  on  the  hencli.  Tliat  die 
was  perfectly  sound  to  all  appearances.  There  was  no  place  in  the 
center  of  the  die  or  anywhere  that  looked  as  tliough  the  steel  had 
been  improperly  melted  or  that  there  nught  have  l)een  piping. 
We  have  had  them  break  at  times,  all  the  way  from  a  few  minutes 
— broken  in  some  cases  before  they  would  come  out  of  the  water — 
up  to  two  or  three  weeks  after  hardening.  But  we  think  we  have 
got  a  clue  to  a  good  portion  of  the  breaking.  It  is  in  the  improper 
annealing.  We  have  found  the  breakages  confined  to  a  number  of 
Ijars  of  steel  which  we  have  used  that  have  been  annealed  by  the 
makers,  and  I  feel  very  sure  in  saying  that  some  of  them,  at  least, 
were  improperly  annealed.  We  are  carrying  out  a  system  of 
records  at  the  present  time  to  demonstrate  whether  this  is  the  fact. 
We  found  also  a  large  number  of  pieces  of  steel  on  which  the  steel- 
makers were  unable,  after  the  dies  had  been  tempered  and  broken, 
to  tell  whether  the  defect  that  showed  in  the  die  was  on  account 
of  piping,  improper  melting  or  something  else  that  they  knew 
nothing  at  all  about.  They  freely  confessed  that  they  did  not 
know  what  the  trouble  was. 

21  r.  J.  T.  Hawk-ins. — I  think  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  go  into 
the  molecular  constitution  of  steel  to  explain  the  most  of  the  phe- 
nomena which  have  been  mentioned  here  fo-night,  in  -connection 
with  the  fracturing  of  large  pieces  of  steel  that  have  lieen  tempered 
or  hardened.  So  long  as  it  remains  a  question  whether  there  are 
any  molecules  or  atoms  in  steel  or  in  any  other  substance,  or  what 
the  ultimate  constitution  of  matter  is;  so  long  as  it  is  a  disputed 
question  whether  or  not  there  is  really  any  such  thing  as  matter,  it 
would  seem  to  be  quite  unprofitable  to  attempt  to  explain  certain 
peculiarities  of  steel  in  any  way  involving  its  molecular  or  ulti- 
mate constitution.  I  think  we  are  rather  more  likely  to  lose 
ground  bv  attempting  to  explain  the  phenomena  in  any  such  way 
than  we  "would  be  by  observing  the  more  familiar  phenomena 
themselves  which  we  know  appear  in  connection  with  it.  In  the 
first  place,  I  think  that  you  will  all  admit  that  these  fractures  of 
tempered  steel  occur  onlv  in  large  pieces.  I  think  none  of  us  have 
any  experience  of  small  taps  or  small  drills  or  any  small  pieces 
hardened  and  afterwards  drawn  and  tempered,  fracturing,  after 
they  are  laid  by  or  during  the  process.  It  almost  invariably 
occurs  in  large  pieces.  Perhaps  the  most  familiar  instance  is  in 
the  making  of  silversmiths'  rolls.  They  give  out  probably  oftener 
than   any    other   piece    of   mechanism    that    is   constructed    of    that 
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material.  Xow,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  prett;\'  easily  explainable 
upon  ordinaiy  methods  of  reasoning;  that  is,  for  the  same  reason 
that  we  have  internal  strains  in  an  iron  casting.  In  hardening  a 
large  piece  of  steel  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  impossible  to  cool 
it  throughout  its  -n-hole  substance  at  the  same  time;  that  the  ex- 
terior becomes  cool  first.  We  must  also  admit  that  small  pieces 
of  steel  which  can  be  hardened  throughout  almost  instantaneously, 
increase  in  volume  when  hardening,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
one  hundred  if  not  invariably.  A  small  piece  of  tool  steel,  merely 
hardened,  will  invariably  increase  in  volume.  If  that  is  the  effect 
of  hardening  upon  steel  in  small  pieces,  the  effect  in  a  large  piece 
of  steel  is  tliat  it  produces  that  swelling  or  increase  of  volume  on 
the  exterior  and  that  the  increase  takes  place  before  the  interior 
can  be  aflected,  and  produces  a  state  of  things  in  such  pieces  of 
steel  similar  to  what  we  have  in  iron  castings  where  they  have 
members  of  unequal  volume  and  which  may  cool  at  different  rates. 
I  think  that  is  the  true  solution  of  all  breakages  in  large  hardened 
pieces  of  steel.  Because  such  a  piece  has  had  the  opportunity  in 
hardening  to  increase  its  volume  in  the  exterior  portion  before  the 
interior  portion  can  have  produced  upon  it  the  same  effect,  it  is  left 
under  conditions  of  internal  strain  that  finally  rupture  it. 

Mr.  ^y.  S.  liogers. — I  have  been  feeling  lonesome  on  that  subject 
for  the  last  four  3'ears  until  to-night.  About  four  years  ago  the 
firm  with  which  I  was  connected  had  occasion  to  use  several  thou- 
sand small  steel  plates.  They  averaged  about  Vie  of  ^''^  i°ch  thick, 
and  12  to  15  inclies  long,  and  about  %Yz  inches  wide  at  each  end, 
and  an  inch  wide  in  the  center.  They  were  supposed  to  be  spring 
steel.  They  A^anted  to  use  spring  steel.  They  were  to  be  nickel 
l)lated.  The  firm  got  the  steel  from,  I  think,  the  house  in  Pitts- 
burgh from  which  Mr.  Eeese  got  his  bar  steel,  and  they  came  to 
us  ]3olished  bright  and  they  were  very  stiff  and  springy.  After 
tliey  came  back  from  the  nickel  plater's  they  could  be  bent  double 
and  bent  in  different  shapes.  The  firm  abandoned  the  use  of  spring 
steel  and  commenced  using  soft  steel.  I  always  had  a  sneaking 
sort  of  suspicion  that  nickel  plating  did  that  business.  I  went 
down  to  the  nickel  plater  and  lie  told  me  that  I  was  a  fool.  I  did 
not  know  but  what  be  was  right,  and  T  have  not  said  a  word  about 
it  since. 

.1/;-.  J.  W.  Cole. — Some  ten  years  ago  Mr.  George  Banister,  then 
foreman  with  Brown,  Hinman  &  Co.,  Columbus,  0..  obtained  a 
patent  for  a  special  method  of  heating  and  hardening  steel  by  means 
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of  metal  baths.  His  bath  for  treating  forks,  for  instance,  was  com- 
posed of  two  parts  tin  to  one  of  lead. 

The  claim  in  his  patent*  is  "  the  process  of  hardening  and  tem- 
pering steel  at  one  operation,  which  consists  in  heating  it  to  the 
degree  required  for  hardening  by  ordinary  methods,  and  immers- 
ing it  wliile  so  heated  in  a  molten  metal  bath,  and  retaining  it 
therein  substantially  as  set  forth,"'  i.  e.,  until  the  steel  to  be  tem- 
pered is  reduced  in  temperature  to  nearly  that  of  the  bath.  Ban- 
ister varied  his  baths,  using  one  of  three  parts  tin  and  two  of  lead; 
iilso  a  special  chilling  bath  for  giving  a  very  hard  temper  of  eight 
tin,  four  lead  and  one  and  a  half  mercury,  though  the  last  one 
\aporized  too  readily  for  general  use,  but  fine  steel  hardened  in  it 
.  ould  scratch  glass. 

Upon  his  ordinary  baths  he  used  fine  bituminous  coal  to  prevent 
iixidation.  Mr.  Banister,  .owing  to  some  infraction  of  prison 
rules,  lost  his  position,  went  to  New  England,  and  I  had  no  longer 
opportunity  to  note  liis  practice.  My  impression  is,  however,  that 
his  process  left  the  steel  in  less  strain  from  shrinkage  in  cooling 
than  the  ordinary  methods  of  tempering. 

I  find  I  have  no  memoranda  of  any  trial  of  heating  in  a  lead 
l)ath,  and  hardening  in  one  of  lead  and  tin,  so  cannot  state  posi- 
tively whether  tests  of  that  plan  were  made,  though  they  were  in 
contemplation.  I  find  that  Banister's  work  was  mostly  done  as  liis 
])atent  claims,  "  by  heating  tlie  steel  by  the  ordinarj-  methods  and 
then  hardening  in  his  molten  metal  bath  "  (two  parts  tin  and  one 
part  lead).  For  the  sake  of  the  description,  I  quote  from  liis 
patent  papers  as  follows: 

"  The  process  consists,  generally  stated,  in  hardening  and  tem- 
pering steel  at  one  operation  by  means  of  a  metal  bath,  as  herein- 
after described. 

"  The  process  is  applied  to  steel  forgings,  such  as  springs  and  cut- 
ting and  other  tools,  but  is  particularly  suitable  and  efficacious  in 
the  case  of  the  former— to  wit,  springs. 

"  In  practicing  my  process,  I  first  heat  the  springs  or  tools  to  a 
cherry  red,  and  then  immerse  them  in  a  metal  bath— namely,  a 
bath  of  melted  lead  and  tin-and  allow  them  to  remain  therein  for 
a  short  time.  It  matters  not  if  they  remain  a  long  time-say 
several  hours— since  the  effect  is  the  same  as  it  would  be  if  they 
remain  a  short  time-say  a  fetr  seconds.    It  is  only  neeessarj-  that 
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the)'  shall  not,  in  most  cases  at  least,  be  instantly  withdrawn  from 
the  bath. 

"  Springs  for  various  uses  require  a  lower  temper  than  most,  if 
not  all,  other  articles,  and  edge-tools  require  a  comparatively  high 
one.  To  harden  and  temper  springs,  the  bath  of  melted  tin  and 
lead  must  have  a  high  degree  of  heat;  b\it  for  edge-tools  the  bath 
requires  to  be  heated  to  a  less  degree,  the  principle  being  that  the 
lower  the.  temper  the  higher  the  heat  required,  and  vice  versa,  the 
higher  the  temperature  the  lower  must  be  the  temper. 

"  The  temperature  of  the  metal  bath  may  be  determined  and  regu- 
lated by  means  of  any  suitable  instrument;  but  I  find  that  in 
practice  none  is  requisite,  since  the  judgment  of  the  worlaiian 
enables  him  to  readily  ascertain  the  temperature.  The  tempera- 
ture of  the  bath,  in  fact,  requires  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  usual 
process  of  hardening  metals  preparatory  to  drawing  the  temper,  or 
softening  them  by  subsequent  application  of  heat. 

"  I  am  aware  steel  has  been  hardened  and  tempered  at  once  by 
heating  it  and  plunging  it  into  a  bath  of  water  or  oil;  and,  further- 
more, that  metal  baths,  both  lead  and  tin,  and  their  alloys,  have 
been  used  as  hardening-baths  previously  to  tempering  and  as  tem- 
pering-baths  subsequent  to  hardening. 

"  The  advantages  I  claim  for  my  invention  are :  First,  it  will  im- 
part to  steel  implements  a  more  uniform  and  better  temper;  second, 
it  savQs  the  loss  now  occasioned  by  steel  implements  warping  and 
cracking  in  the  process  of  hardening;  third,  steel  tempered  by  this 
process,  after  it  leaves  the  metal  bath,  is  more  pliable,  and  any  de- 
fects in  shape  can  be  more  easily  corrected,  than  in  steel  tempered 
by  the  old  piocess;  fourth,  this  process  saves  time  and  the  expense 
of  keeping  up  a  liath  for  the  purpose  of  liardening  tlie  steel  before 
it  is  tempoicd." 

Mr.  Lanpliear. — 1  have  no  desire  to  prolong  this  discussion.  I 
would  just  like  to  add  a  word  in  explanation  of  what  Mr.  Haw- 
kins has  said  in  regard  to  the  expansion  of  steel  in  hardening.  I 
took  two  pieces  ol'  sicrl,  M])proximately  six-inch  cubes,  having  cut 
thcni  from  a  bar  which  liad  not  been  annealed.  Having  squared 
tiiem  up — they  were  soft  enough  to  square  up — annealed  and 
tempered  them  and  annealed  them  again  and  tempered  them 
again,  at  each  time  squaring  tliem  up  so  as  to  find  how  much 
the  liulge  was  on  each  of  the  sides  of  the  cubes.  I  found  that 
when  the  ])ieces  of  steel  had  been  thoroughly  annealed  that  you 
could    hiii-dcu    them    and    the    faces    of    the    cubes    would    not    be- 
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(OHIO  lonvex  at  all.  Therefore  1  loiulmlfd  from  tlint  hikI  from 
my  other  experiments,  that  after  steel  is  tlioroufihly  annealed;  if 
tile  iiioleeules  of  the  steel  are  allowed  to  eoine  to  a  free  and  natural 
position  before  the  tempering  takes  place,  that  there  will  not  be  so 
nuiph  danger  of  the  steel  breaking,  neither  will  there  be  so  mueh 
s])ringing  of  the  steel  after  it  is  temjiered,  and  also  there  will  not 
be  so  much  expansion  of  the  metal.  I  have  made  some  experi- 
ments that  sustain  this  belief,  but  I  have  not  the  data  at  hand. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Dingce. — Possibly  the  molecular  motion  of  the  thin 
blade  of  hardened  steel  caused  bj'  repeated  bending  may  correspond 
to  the  same  movement  caused  by  heat  and  if  so,  be  competent  to  re- 
duce the  temper  of  the  steel  and  render  it  soft. 

.1//-.  Win.  Kent. — I  think  this  discussion  of  the  peculiar  phe- 
nomena exhibited  in  steel,  is  so  very  interesting,  that  we  ought  to 
ha\e  some  day  a  sort  of  symposium  presented  by  the  members  of 
this  Society  on  steel  phenomena.  Each  member  can  contribute, 
say,  half  a  page,  describing  some  peculiar  phenomena  he  has  wit- 
nessed, bringing  facts,  not  theories.  That  will  add  to  the  amount 
of  our  Icnowledge  on  steel,  and  lead  to  some  true  or  some  better 
theory  of  these  peculiar  phenomena.  I  make  the  suggestion  for 
the  next  toitical  discussions  for  the  next  meeting. 


Xo.  309-65. 

"How  muoh  should  be  removed  from  the  edges  of  punclied  or  sheared  sleel 
plate  to  cut  away  the  injured  metal?" 

Mr.  ./.  T.  Ilairtiiis.—l  think  I  may  be  able  to  throw  a  little 
liglit  on  that  question  by  describing  some  experiments  made  by 
mvself.  Although  it  would  not  appear  at  first  sight  to  be  very 
gel  mane  to  the  question,  I  think  upon  a  little  further  examination 
it  may  appear  to  have  a  very  important  bearing  upon  it,  and  it 
nuiy  result  in  suggesting  a  possible  means  of  arriving  at  a  correct 
answer  to  the  question,  as  regards  boiler  plates.  The  experiments 
that  I  am  going  to  desciibe  were  not  made  upon  boiler  plates,  but 
upon  very  much  thinner  material.  The  sketches  here  .shown  illus- 
trate the  construction  of  a  steel  belt  with  which  the  experiments 
in  question  were  made.  This  belt  was  constructed  of  short  strips 
of  sheet-metal  connected  as  shown  in  Figs.  355  and  356  in  plan  and 
elevation:  the  cross  strips  connecting  the  longitudinal  (.ncs  together 
as    sliown.      At    each    junction    is   a    rivet   /.  extending   through    a 
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wooden  cone  g.  These  cones  run  in  corresponding  conical  deijres- 
sions  in  the  pulleys  properly  spaced.  The  longitudinal  strips, 
before  they  were  made  up  into  the  belt,  were  bent  to  a  curve  cor- 
responding to  twice  the  diameter  of  the  smaller  pulley,  as  in  Fig. 

Fig.  355. 
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357,  in  which  the  smaller  circle  represents  llio  smaller  pulley,  and 
the  larger  circle  the  belt,  so  that  its  permanent  set  would  leave  it 
in  such  a  condition  that  it  would  be  flexed  in  conforming  to  the 
pulley,  equal  to  the  amount  of  flexure  it  would  receive  in  straight- 
ening while  passing  from  one  to  the  other  pulley.  The  strips,  in 
the  first  experiment,  were  cut  from  sheet-steel  Xo.  20,  Stubs' 
gauge,  one  inch  wide,  with  shears  and  without  any  other  prepara- 
tion than  drilling  the  holes  and  rounding, off  the  ends  of  both  the 
cross  and   longitudinal  pieces,  they  were  riveted  together  as  shown. 
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Xo  disturljance  was  iiuule  of  the  origiuiil  edges  as  left  bv  the  shears. 
Tiie  steel  was  cut  just  as  it  came  from  the  rolls,  having  a  consider- 
able temper  in  it,  due  to  its  rolling,  but  not  tempered  by  any  other 
means.  In  the  first  experiment,  it  was  found  that,  in  running  a 
belt  over  a  ■24-incli  pulley  at  about  900  feet  per  minute,  inside  of 
au  hour  it  began  to  give  out  by  cracks  appearing  at  the  edges  of 
the  longitudinal  strips.  In  the  experiments  I  set  out  to  make,  this 
was  a  great  disappointment.  I  let  it  run,  however,  until  a  number 
of  the  strips  broke  through,  the  cracks  just  described  traveling,  in 
time,  entirely  across  the  strip.  For  instance,  one  strip  would  break 
at  a.  another  at  b.  Fig.  3.56,  and  until  all  tliree  strips  broke  at  some 
place  between  two  adjoining  cross  strips,  the  belt  continued  to 
hang  together.  An  examination  of  the  strips  under  a  magnifying 
glass,  after  having  riin  as  above,  showed  that  the  action  of  the 
shears  on  them  was  to  initiate  little  cracks  along  the  edges,  some- 
thing as  shown  in  dotted  lines.  Fig.  :1.58,  and  the  full  lines,  Fig.  359, 
and  the  continued  flexure  of  the  strips  made  those  cracks  grad- 
ually creep  across  them.  I  concluded  that  the  best  thing  to  do 
would  be  to  remove  from  the  edges  of  the  strips  a  certain  amount 
of  the  metal  shown  as  disintegrated  by  the  shears.  I  tried  several 
experiments  in  removing  varying  quantities  from  the  edges,  by 
grinding,  and  found  that,  while  the  removal  of  any  amount,  how- 
ever small,  increased  their  life,  I  could  not  escape  the  cracking 
entirely  until  I  removed  an  amount  equal  to  half  the  thickness  of 
the  material,  deferring  to  Figs.  3.58  and  3.59  (Fig.  :$.5.S  being  a 
cross  section,  and  3-59  a  plan,  of  one  edge  of  such  a  strip,  greatly 
enlarged),  I  found  that,  in  order  to  run  it  for  any  considerable  time 
without  any  of  those  cracks  extending,  I  had  to  remove  an  amount 
equal  to  half  the  thickness,  as  indicated  by  the  dotted  line  a;  Figs. 
3.58  and  359,  and  then  it  would  run  for  several  weeks.  But  even 
under  that  condition  I  would  find,  at  the  end  of  several  weeks,  a 
strip  here  and  there  with  a  crack  appearing  in  one  of  its  edges. 

My  next  experiment  was  to  round  off  the  edges,  and  make  the 
rounding-off  by  grinding  longitudinally  of  the  strips;  and  in  that 
way  T  found  that  I  need  remove  no  more  from  the  central  portion 
at "(/  (Fig.  358)  than  just  enough  to  mark  it  by  the  emery-wlieel  or 
grindstone;  and,  so  long  as  the  marks  were  longitudinal  and  the 
strips  rounded  on  the  edge  so  as  to  correspond  in  form  to  ,.ne-half 
of  a  wire,  in  the  fonu  shown  in  section,  Fig.  ^58,  it  would  run  for 
an  indefinite  period.  I  finally  nuide  a  belt  of  five  strands,  of  an 
in,h    and    a    quarter   wide.    No.    20   steel,    running   over   a    3(i-ineh 
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])iillL'y  for  tlie  smaller  onu,  and  put  it  at  work  in  the  American 
Institute  Fair  of  1877  as  a  main  driver;  and  it  drove  about  one- 
half  of  the  machinery  over  three  months,  running  at  about  900  feet 
per  minute,  without  sign  of  fracture  or  crack. 

Now,  it  occurred  to  me  that,  in  view  of  this  experience,  it  would 
be  a  good  idea  to  test  boiler-plates  in  some  such  way.  If  the 
action  of  shears  on  thick  plates,  such  as  boiler  iron  or  steel,  con- 
forms to  the  conditions  shown  for  the  thin  steel  strip,  it  can  be 
determined  by  subjecting  strips  of  boiler-plate  to  repeated  iiexure 
within  its  elastic  limit.  I  would  suggest  that  some  apparatus 
might  be  constructed  by  which  we  could  take  the  boiler-plate  and 
flex,  or  vibrate,  it  within  its  elastic  limit,  and  that  such  action 
should  show  cracks  appearing  in  it  similar  to  those  found  in  the 
steel  strips,  if  we  had  not  removed  sufficient  metal  to  take  away  all 
that  which  was  disturbed  by  the  shears.  This  plan  could  hardly 
apply,  however,  to  a  determination  of  the  effect  produced  upon,  or 
injury  done  to,  a  plate  by  punching.  As  punching  is,  however, 
not  done  nowadays  on  thick  plates,  this  is  of  less  consequence. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cooper. — It  is  stated  in  Shock's  "  Steam  Boilers,"  "  The 
zone  of  injured  metal  does  not  extend  further  than  %  inch  from  the 
hole,  which  may  be  entirely  removed  by  drilling  or  annealing." 

"  A.  C.  Kirk  states  that  when  the  diameter  of  the  holes  is  three 
times  the  thickness  of  the  plates  or  greater,  the  injurious  effect  of 
punching  is  inappreciable." 

■'  By  making  the  die-hole  lar^ci-  than  the  luincli  a  taper  hole  is 
produced  in  the  plate,  and  tiie  puncliing  can  he  done  with  less  ex- 
penditure of  power  and  with  less  strain  on  the  plate." 

'■  Sellers  determine  the  diameter  of  the  die-hole  by  adding  two 
tenths  the  thickness  of  the  plate  to  the  diameter  of  the  punch." 

"  Plates  should  lie  puiiclu'd  fi-oni  the  contact  sides  of  the  sheets 
at  the  joints,  and  then  if  seaming  be  necessary,  less  metal  must  be 
removed  to  make  the  holes  even,  this  method  does  most  good 
work  in  the  making  of  a  plate  joint  at  least  expense." 

"  The  action  of  the  punch  is  to  strain,  disturb  and  compress  the 
metal  surrounding  it.  This  induces  initial  stresses  in  an  annulus 
of  metal  around  the  hole,  and  very  probably  also,  as  M.  Barba 
thinks,  alters  its  ])o\ver  of  elongation,  reaching  in  some  cases  20  to 
30  per  cent." 

Mr.  11.  H.  Siiplee. — In  support  of  Mr.  Hawkins's  statements 
about  steel  strips  I  would  say  that  in  the  manufacture  of  band-saw 
blades  it  is  the  practice,  and  it  has  been  found  very  necessary,  to 
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examine  each  blade  tliorouglily  with  a  {rlass  alonjj  tlie  etlfres,  after 
it  is  sheared  from  the  strip.  Defects  are  almost  invariably  revealed 
by  this  examination,  and  tiie  back  of  the  plate  must  be  ground 
away  until  the  deepest  cracks  have  been  ground  out  before  the 
blade  is  considered  fit  to  be  sent  out  and  used;  in  repairing  saws, 
also,  it  is  always  customary  to  examine  them  at  every  ])oint  on 
their  edge  with  a  glass  to  discover  just  such  cracks. 

.¥;•.  Win.  Kent. — I  believe  that  the  fear  of  the  damage  done  to 
steel  plates  by  shearing  the  edges  and  by  punching  holes  is  much 
less  than  it  used  to  b^  some  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  Then  we 
heard  of  the  great  danger  of  a  plate  going  into  a  boiler  which  had 
the  slieared  edges  not  trimmed  pff,  and  the  holes  punched  and  not 
drilled.  Xow,  we  hear  less  of  it,  and  the  reason  no  doubt  is  that 
now  we  are  using  very  much  softer  steel,  and  the  softer  the  steel  is 
the  less  damage  the  shearing  and  the  punching  appear  to  cause. 
In  verj'  soft  fire-box  steeF  we  can  take  an  ordinary  sheared  strip 
two  inches  wide  and  bend  it  double,  flat,  either  hot  or  cold  or  after 
tempering,  and  it  will  not  crack  across  the  hammered-down  edge. 
Rut  if  we  take  a  little  higher  carbon,  say  .20  or  .22  carbon  steel,  it 
will  almost  invariably  crack  clear  across;  while  with  some  steel,  if 
the  sheared  edge  was  shaved  off  it  would  bend  double  cold.  That 
is  also  confirmatory  of  what  has  been  said  about  saw  plates — that 
the  danger  is  very  great  wath  high  carbon  steel.  The  danger  is 
scarcely  anything  in  the  softest  steels. 

Mr.  riau-kins. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Suplee  if  they  make 
any  provision  in  band-saws,  in  the  bottoms  of  the  tfeeth,  so  that 
that  side  of  the  plates  does  not  partake  of  the  conditions  I  described 
in  the  case  of  a  belt.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  the  teeth  on  one 
edge  of  the  band-saw  ought  to  present  precisely  the  objectionable 
condition  I  found  from  the  shearing,  if  no  provision  is  made  for 
removing  a  portion  of  the  metal  disintegrated  by  the  action  of  the 
punch. 

Mr.  Suplee.— The  teeth  are  first  punched  out  and  then  ground 
out  over  their  entire  outline,  with  an  emery  wheel  which  has  rounded 
edges,  operated  by  special  machinery  and  when  band-saws  do 
break  they  nearly  always  break  at  the  root  of  the  tooth  where  the 
crack  has  not  been  ground  out. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Huston.— There  is  one  question  I  would  like  to  ask, 
if  any  one  has  any  way  of  explaining  it.  It  is  often  noticed  in 
shearing  soft  boiler  plate  steel  more  particularly,  that  peculiar 
curved    lines   will    appear   on    the   surface   of    the    plate.    Fiir.    3(50, 


start iii.u'  iiuai-ly  [>ai:illi'l  with  the  line  of  shcariii>;  ami  curving  oti", 
i-uniiiii^'  sometimes  as  far  as  three  or  tuur  iiu-hes — even  more  than 
that.  ite])en(linji-  on  the  thickness  of  tiic  phitc — runniug  as  far, 
sonu'times,  as  six  inches  away  from  the  edge  of  tlie  phite.  What 
does  that  indicate?    Is  it  an  injury  to  the  metal? 

I  think  it  has  been  noticed  that  the  softer  tlie  boiler  plate  steel 


Fig.  3t)0. 

the  farthci'  those  lines  u  ill  run  in — just  sliowing  the  breaking  of 
the  srak — of  the  finishing  scale  on  the  plate. 

Mr.  .liKiili  It.  /h'pse.- — Have  you  ever  ground  a  plate  off  and 
jtoiished  it  and  discovered  those  lines,  .or  arc  tjiey  due  to  the 
loosening  up  of  the  scale? 

Mr.  ilii.'<h>ii.—\  have  never  tried  anytiinig  of  the  kind.  But  it 
does  not  show  in  iron.  In  iron  plates,  finislied  in  the  same  man- 
ner the  same  thickness,  those  lines  do  not  appear. 

]\fr.  Reese. — No;  the  oxide  is  of  a  different  nature.  There  is  a 
lilth'  difference  in  the  oxides  of  the  iron  and  steel. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Cobb. — I  would  like  to  ask  what  direction  that  plate 
was  sheared  from  when  the  lines  were  indicated  as  upon  the 
hoard? 

Mr.  II iishiii. —  I  cannot  say  positively,  but  my  recollection  is 
that    it    ran    rroni   the  left   end  to  the   rigid". 

77/r  l'rr.i,lnil.-~\{   is  coiumon  on  all  sled  plates. 

Mr.  ll,i.sloH.-l  tUmk  so. 

.I//-.  Xiii/h'.—Wow  far  did  those  lines  extend? 

Mr.  //».v/„/,.— They  vary  uitli  the  thickness  of  the  ijlate,  and  the 


character  of  the  shear  blades,  too,  has  some  effect  on  it.  I  think 
sometimes  I  have  seen  them  in  very  heavy  plates— plates  an  inch 
or  more  in  thickness,  where  they  ran  in,  six  or  eight  inches. 
Another  thing  I  thought  of  in  connection  with  the  injury  to  the 
plate,  in  shearing  off  the  plate,  to  make  an  enlarged  section  of  it. 
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Fig.  :Uil.  It  k'livos  the  plate  somewhat  in  tliat  sliape,  and  in  iakin<( 
those  strips  slieared  from  the  edge  of  tlie  plate  for  heiidiiif;  tests, 
I  found  that  it  was  always  best  to  bend  them  with  the  side  having 
the  rounding  corner  out.  Bending  this  other  side  out,  even  if  the 
sharp  corner  is  ground  off  to  the  same  curve,  will  not  be  as  satis- 
factory. The  fibre  seems  to  be  pointed  out  in  that  direction.  So 
that  in  this  matter  of  rounding  off  the  edges  it  will  make  a  differ- 
ence whether  it  was  the  edge  that  had  been  originally  rounded  by 
the  shears  or  the  sharp  edge.  Tliero  should  he  more  taken  off  the 
sharp  corner,  to  remove  injured  metal.  |)artiiularly,  in  a  tiiick 
piece. 

By  the  aid  of  a  micrometer  caliper  it  may  often  be  observed  that 
there  is  a  diminution  of  thickness  to  a  greater  or  a  less  distance 
back  from  the  sheared  edge,  extending  beyond  where  the  plate 
bears  on  the  shear  blade,  due  to  the  pinching  effect  of  the  shears. 

In  our  preparation  of  test  pieces  for  tensile  strengtii  and  elonga- 
tion, we  do  not  feel  safe  without  removing  all  of  tiiis  compressed 
metal :  it  would  seem  reasonable  to  assume  that  removing  this 
much  would  be  all  that  is  needed  for  any  practical  purpose,  while 
for  most  purposes  much  less  would  do. 

.¥;•.  Kent. — I  think  these  lines  are  caused  by  a  slight  corrugation 
of  the  plate  due  to  the  pressure  of  the  shear.  If  you  attempt  to 
shear  a  narrow  strip  Off  the  plate,  the  strip  itself  curls  up  into  a 
ring.  The  plate  being  sheared  is  laid  pretty  nearly  flat,  but  there 
is  a  slight  wave  of  distortion  as  the  shear  goes  along,  and  that  wavy 
motion  would  naturally  crack  the  scale.  I  think  those  lines  are 
due  to  that  slight  wavy  motion  cracking  the  scale  (ind  do  not 
injure  the  plate  materially,  for  I  have  seen  test  pieces  in  which  the 
whole  plate  was  covered  with  them;  yet  there  was  no  apparent 
damage  in  any  test  the  plate  could  be  subjected  to. 

Mr.  Xagle'—l  would  like  to  have  the  speaker  say  whether  he 
could  trace  any  relation  from  the  pitch  of  those  lines  to  tlie  teeth 
in  the  gears. 

Mr.  Huston.— :\o,  I  tliink  not;  because  one  pair  of  shears  has 
no  teeth  in  the  gearing  at  all,  it  is  a  shear  of  the  lever  pattern 
operated  directly  by  a  crank  shaft,  driven  by  a  large  belt  without 
any  intermediate  gearing. 

The  President.— I  think  the  same  disturbance  of  ."^cale  appears 
in  a  punched  hole. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Coon. — Mr.  Kent  touched  on  the  case  exactly  when  he 
spoke  of  boiler  plates.     You  take  a  piece  ten  inches  wide.     You 
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break  that  piece  in  a  testing  maeliine  and  at  first  some  lines  will 
appear  commencing  at  the  edge  and  running  towards  the  center, 
showing  that  it  is  merely  a  cracking  of  the  scale. 

Tlie  President. — Mr.  Barba  made  some  experiments  with  steel 
plates  up  to  14  of  an  inch  in  thickness  and  found  they  were  not 
injured  by  shearing  to  a  greater  extent  than  about  V32  of  an 
inch.  I  conducted  some  experiments  a  short  time  ago,  with  % 
plates  and  found  that  rule  to  hold  good  for  them  also.  By  remov- 
ing about  ,  of  an  inch  l)y  planing  from  the  edge  of  the  plate  the 
remaining  metal  was  found  to  have  the  same  strength  as  that 
from  a  piece  tut  by  jiiauiiig  from  the  interior  of  the  plate.  The 
same  rule  held  good  for  punching.  By  removing  a  cylinder  V32  of 
an  inch* thick  from  the  hole  by  drilling,  the  remaining  metal  was 
found  to  have  the  same  strength  as  it  would  have  had,  had  there 
been  no  punching. 

Mr.  Reese. — In  iron,  I  presume,  the  same  thing  occurs.  We 
were  making  armor  plates  for  which  we  had  a  contract  with  the 
government,  and  the  engineer  present  wanted  us  to  shear  the  plates 
wider,  and  plane  more  off.  In  one  of  the  planers  we  had  two 
stationary  knives.  We  drew  tiie  plate  right  through  it.  We  took 
off  an  eighth  on  each  side.  He  wanted  us  to  shear  them  wider  and 
plane  more  off  on  account  of  the  ragged  appearance  of  the  plate 
when  sheared.  He  said  he  thought  the  cracks  would  run  in  half 
an  inch.  We  tested  the  matter  thoi-oughly  and  satisfied  him  that 
the  cracks  did  not  exceed  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  the  shearing. 
However,  we  always  sheared  the  plates  before  they  got  entirely 
cold.  We  made  10,000  tons  of  them.  They  tested  them  several 
times  and  we  never  had  any  complaint  after  the  first. 

Mr.  Hawkins.— I  submit  that  it  is  a  pretty  difficult  matter  to 
test  a  plate  of  that  kind  and  determine  whether  a  injury  made  by 
a  shear  is  eliminated  or  not;  and  I  would  like  to  know  how  the  test 
was  made  to  determine  tiiat  fact.  That  is  what  we  wanted  to  get 
at" — to  find  out  whether  the  injury  produced  by  the  shears  was 
actually  overcome  by  the  removal  of  an  eighth  of  an  inch  of  the 
metal. 

Mr.  Reese. — I  thiuJv  they  determined  that  with  acids;  I  think 
that  was  their  method.  It  was  perfectly  satisfactory  to  us.  They 
allowed  us  to  go  on  and  paid  us  our  money  without  growling. 

Mr.  II^ston. — I  would  also  say  that  in  testing  a  sample  of  steel 
ship  plate  where  probably  one-eighth  of  an  inch  had  been  removed 
from  the  sheared  edge   (the  steel  was  a  little  too  hard  for  the  pur- 
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pcsr  jiioliaMy).  It  sluiwed  .•i-yslalli/.ati.in  lor  I'nlly  liiilf  iii.  inch, 
so  that  that  odijc  of  thu  strip  when  tested  in  the  niaehine  did  not 
elongate  at  all  scareely  and  showed  a  hright  ervstalline  frat-ture, 
while  the  other  edge  of  the  strip  showed  considerable  elongation. 
The  crystalline  edge  giving  way  first,  the  remainder  tore  off. 

Mr.  Ilairkins. — I  would  suggest  as  a  method  of  determining 
that  matter,  aside  from  the  method  proposed  1  would  take  a  boiler 
]ihitf  that  is  sheared  and  cut  a  strip  off  the  edge  by  means  of  the 
]ihincr  of  a  width  such  as  might  be  supposed  to  contain  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  uninjured  metal  besides  that  injured  by  the 
shears,  and  then  cut  an  equal  strip  adjoining  it  entirely  uninjured 
in  the  same  manner.  In  that  way,  by  trimming  off  the  injured 
strip  at  the  sheared  edge  and  the  uninjured  to  the  same  width,  we 
could  certainly  arrive  at  pretty  good  results  in  the  testing  machine 
by  comparing  the  uninjured  strip  with  the  sheared  strip. 

Mr.  Ree.'<e. — Of  course  we  understand  that  this  is  all  of  the  same 
character  of  metal ;  that  is,  it  is  open  hearth  or  crucible  steel  not 
over  .1.5  carbon;  because  if  you  take  Bessemer  steel  that  contains 
.15  carbon  and  .025  or  .070  silicon,  the  result  will  be  entirely 
different.  Then  it  will  crack  farther  in.  The  more  silicon  there 
is,  the  farther  the  cracks  will  run.  It  is  presumed  that  it  is  a  uni- 
form quality  of  steel— the  open  hearth  steel  not  to  exceed  .03  of 
silicon  and  not  over  .15  of  carbon. 

Mi:  Huston.— This  piece  that  I  spoke  of  as  showing  the  crystal- 
line fracture  was  Bessemer  steel. 

Mr.  Eeese.—ln  Dr.  Dudley's  statement  of  the  test  of  rails  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  I  find  that  the  silicon  in  steel  runs  very 
high— so  high  that  I  thought  it  was  open  hearth  steel  that  the 
gentleman  had  reference  to.  Of  course  the  cracks  would  reach  three 
times  as  far  as  they  would  in  open  hearth  steel  or  soft  crucible 
steel,  low  in  carbon  and  low  in  silicon.  I  have  some  data,  not  with 
me  now,  but  I  can  give  it  at  some  other  time,  in  regard  to  the 
effect  of  silicon  upon  steel. 

The  President.— The  steel  I  tested  was  open  hearth. 

Mr.  IlawUns.—l  think  the  question  of  whether  it  was  open 
hearth  steel  or  what  the  percentage  of  carbon  was  in  it,  is  rather 
wide  of  the  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  question  is  what 
amount  of  metal  is  it  necessary  to  remove  to  eliminate  the  injury 
produced  by  shearing  and  punching.  Of  course  we  understand 
that  would  be  different  in  different  kinds  of  material.  That  is  the 
question  as  I  understand  it. 
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Mr.  Uasidit. — The  shear  blades  would  have  a  larger  effect  on  it 
thau  anything  else.  If  the  shear  blades  were  sharp-angled  so  as 
not  to  bend  down  the  edge  of  the  plate  much,  it  would  not  injure 
the  plate  much.  But  if"  the  angle  was  nearly  a  right-angle  so  as  to 
bend  down  the  edges,  it  would  injure  it  for  a  considerably  greater 
distance. 
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WILLIAM    WALLACK    HAXSC'OM 

\^•M^^  Inirii  ill  is;)!)  Mt  I'lliot.  J[e.  In  IS.")  I  lie  bt'urjin  liis  apprentice- 
sliip  in  California,  to  which  his  family  had  moved.  In  18(i2  he 
was  draftsman  for  tlie  Xovelty  Iron  AYorks  in  New  York,  but  re- 
turned to  California  in  tlie  following  year  to  become  draftsman 
with  the  Golden  State  Iron  Works.  In  1866,  with  others,  he 
started  the  ^Etna  Iron  Works,  and  in  1875  he  sold  out  from  this 
tirm  to  establish  the  Hope  Iron  Works  on  his  own  account.  In 
1879  he  went  into  consulting  and  expert  practice,  and  was  for 
three  years  consulting  engineer  of  the  Presidio  and  Ferries  Cable 
Ry.  of  San  Francisco.  In  1882  he  went  to  London  and  designed 
and  made  the  plans  for  the  Ilighgate  Hill  Cable  'rramway,  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  Great  Britain.  In  1883  he  returned  to  San  Francisco 
and  resumed  his  consulting  practice  in  cable  railway,  electric 
lighting  and  waterworks  construction  and  river  and  liarbor  dredg- 
ing, etc.  His  pn)fessi(uial  life  extended  over  '.V2  years  of  varied 
exjjerience. 

He  joined  this  Society  at  the   Pittslnirgli  meeting  in  June,  1884. 


iAUXABAS    H.    BAUTOL 


IS  Dorn 


Freeport,  Me.,  Get.  31,  1816.  In  1833  lie  entered  the 
branch  of  the  West  Point  Foundry,  under  Messrs.  Kemble  in  Xew 
York,  as  apprentice,  and  remained  witli  them  until  Septenil)er, 
18-17.  In  1835  he  was  sent  near  Richmond,  Va.,  to  erect  hoisting 
engines,  and  in  1837  he  was  sent  in  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
beam  engine  for  the  Richard  Stevens,  the  first  of  its  tyjJe  on 
Seneca  Lake,  X.  Y.  In  1838  he  went  to  Cuba  to  erect  sugar 
machinery.  In  1839,  at  tiie  consolidation  of  the  Cold  Spring  and 
New  York  establishments  of  the  West  Point  Foumlry,  Mr.  Bartol 
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was  asked  to  become  its  superintendent,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Chas.  W.  Copeland.  The  latter  had  been  secured  by  the  Xavy 
Department  to  design  the  machinery  for  the  S.S.  Mississippi  and 
Missouri.  From  184?  to  1867  Mr.  Bartol  was  engineer  and 
superintendent  of  the  Southwark  Foundry  of  Pliiladelphia,  under 
Messrs.  Merrick  and  Towne,  and  Merrick  &  Son.  During  this 
time  much  important  work  passed  through  liis  hands.  The  ma- 
chinery of  tlie  JJ.  S.  S.  Wabash  and  the  design  and  construction  of 
the  macliinery  and  plating  of  the  Xew  Ironsides  and  other  steam- 
ers, were  so  noteworthy  in  the  marine  field,  that  the  position  of 
Engineer-in-Cliief,  I'.  S.  X.  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Bartol  during 
the  war,  but  it  was  decided  that  he  could  be  of  better  service  to 
the  country's  cause  by  remaining  to  supervise  the  work  then  in  the 
shops.  His  plans  for  supplying  the  locks  on  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  received  the  offered  premium;  much  gas-works 
construction  came  into  the  foundry  through  Mr.  S.  V.  Merrick, 
and  the  steam-hammer  contracts  with  Mr.  James'  Xasmyth  and 
those  with  Mr.  Xorbert  Rillieux,  inventor  of  the  "  triple  effect "" 
system  of  sugar  boiling  gave  a  very  wide  experience. 

In  1867  Mr.  Bartol  left  the  foundry  and  devoted  himself  to 
other  business.  He  managed  the  Grocers'  Sugar  House  in  Phila- 
delphia, which  he  had  built  in  1859,  and  which  was  the  first  there 
to  use  centrifugal  dryers.  He  was  President  of  the  Washington 
Gas  Light  Co.  (D.  C),  from  1864  to  188.3.  From  1871  to  1880  he 
was  Director  of  the  American  Steam  Ship  Co.,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Ships.  In  1851  he  published  a  "  Treatise  on 
the  Marine  Boilers  of  the  United  States." 

He  joined  this  Society  in  1882,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Xew 
York  and  was  also  an  interested  member  and  contributor  to  the 
Franklin  Institute  of  Philadelphia.  He  died  February  10th,  1888, 
in  that  city. 
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